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Boox the ELEVENTEH. 


{From the Year of the World 3425, to 363 * 


Mi — 


r 
| * gives the Jews Leave to 8 and rebuild. 
Jjeruſalem and = Temple, with Letters Rem 
mendatory to his Officers and Go Vernours, tobe 4 
and aſſi ſting to them. 


— - 


N the firſt Year of Cyrus, and the ſeventieth of our * Ba- 
bylonian Captivity, God togk Pity of a miſerable People, 
according to what he had. foretold them by the Prophet 

_ d Feremiah, before the Deſtruction of Feruſalem : that is to 
fay ; that after ſeventy Years Bondage under Nebuchadnezzar, 
and his Succeſſors, they ſhould be reſtored to their own o 
try ; ſee the Temple rebuilt, and return to the State of their 
former Glory. This was all made good to then accordingly : 
For God put it into the Heart of Cyrus to ſend his Circular 


Letters over all 4/ia to this Effect; ſigning them Cyrus the * . | FF j 


King. Ido fully perſuade myſelf that the Great God, of whoſe. 
Gift and Bounty I hold my Empire, is the very God that" the : 8 
Children of Iſrael adore : ' For I fen1 honourable Mention made 27 


9 my Name by his Prophets of ancient Date, as a Perſon that inTi ime E 
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660 | JI Wis u AnrTiIQUuiTIES, | 
to come ſhould rebuild Jeruſalem, and reinſtate the People. Cyrus, 


it ſeemo, had ſeen and read the Prophecies of Hſaiab, hien 


bore Date two Hundred and ten Years before he was born; 


wherein he gives an Account of a Revelation he had from 


God, that he would raiſe up one Cyrus, to be a King of many, and 
powerful Nations, who ſhould Re-eſtabliſh the Hebrew in their 
Native Country. This was foretold by the Prophet a Hundred 
and forty Years before the Temple was deſtroy'd. The King 
was ſo tranſported upon the reading of theſe Divine Inſpira- 
tions, and Predictions concerning himſelf, that he fell pre- 
ſently to Work upon making good his Fart of the Prophecy. 
The firſt Thing he did was to call, togethcr all the Leading 
Men of the eus to Babylon; where he told them, that fo ma- 
ny of them as had a Mind to go back into their Country, 
ſhould have free Paſs- Ports, and Permiſſion to rebuild the 
Temple and the City of Feruſalem, if they thought fit; making 
no doubt, he ſaid, but that God would bleſs them in the Un- 
dertaking 1 promiſing over and above, that he would ſend his 


da, to furniſn them with Gold and Silver for the Fabrick, 
and Beaſts for Sacrifices. The moſt eminent of the uo Tribes 


immediately upon this Declaration, haſten'd away toward 

” Feruſalem : But there were a great many however, that choſe 
Father to ſtay in Babylon, then to quit their Poſſeſhons. Upon 
= weir Arrival at Jeruſalem, All the Kings Friends and Officers 


ſome in Gold; others in Silver; and ſome again in Cattle, 
and Horſes ; Others attended the; Diſcharge of their Vows, 
Co and the Solemnity of Oblations, as if they were already en- 
ter'd upon the Bus'neſs of Re- erecting the City, and in the 
Exerciſe of their ancient Diſcipline : For Qrus had then 
ſent from Babylon, the holy Veſſels and Utenſils that Nebuchad- 
nezzar had taken away from the Temple at Jeruſalem ; which 
Pere delivet'd to © Mittridates the King's Treaſurer, and by 
him to be depoſited with 4baſ/ar, till the Temple ſhould be 
finiſh'd; and then immediately to be put iato the Hands of 
the Pric/?s, and Magiſtrates of the People, for the Uſe and 
Service of the Temple. Cyras, after this, wrote another 
Letter to the Covernours of Syria, in Manner following. 
60 | 5 Cyrus 


_* * Ezra t.  Þ® Jhieh 44. 44. e According to ancient Coins it 
1 | ſhould Le Witthradates, as Mr. anheim has oblerv'd. 


Orders to all his Officers and Governours bordering upon - 


e Fudah and Benjamin, together with the Prieſts and Levites, 


"contributed largely, and unanimouſly toward the great Work, 
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Cyrus the King, to ee. and Sarabaſan ſendeth, 


reeling. 


E it known unto you, that I have given Leave to al” the 
Jews that are in my Dominions, to return inte their 

own Country, and there to rebuild their Capital City, wrth 
the holy Temple at Jeruſalem, in the ſame Place where it 
ſtood befgre, I have likewiſe ſent my Treaſurer Mithridates, 


and Zerubbabel the Governcur of Judæa, to ſuperintend the _ 


Building, and to ſee it raiſed ſixty Cubits upward ſrem the 
Ground, and as many over; the Walls to be three Rows of po- 
liſhed Stone, and one of the Wood of the Country, together with 
an Altar for the Sacrifices; and all this to be done at my own 
Charge. I have alſo appointed my Treaſurer Mithridates, and 
Zerubbabel the Prince of Judah, to cauſe all Utenſils and Veſ- 
ſels that Nebuchadnezzar carry'd away from the Temple at 
Jeruſalem, to be ſent back and reſtor'd: that is to ſay, fifty 
Golden Ewers, and four Hundred Silver ones ; fifty Golden 
Veſſels a/l Thericlean Cups, and four Hundred Silver ones; 
fifty Golden Water-Bailes, aud five Hundred Silver ones; 


thirty Golden Chalices, and three Hundred Silver ones; 5 I 


thirty Golden Phia/s, two Thouſand four Hundred Silyer 
ones; beſide a Thouland, promiſcuouſly, of other large Ve. 


fels. It is my further Pleaſure alle, that they receive entire 


to themſelves all the Profits and Revenues that were former 
7 enjoy'd by their Predeceſſors ; and that they have an Al. 
owance paid them of two Hundred and five Thou'and five 


Hundred Drachma's, in Conſideratian of Beaſts for Sacrifices, 


Wine, and Oyl, and two Thouſand five Hundred Meaſures 
of Wheat in licu of the fine Flour ; and all this to be rais'd ' 
pon the Tribute of Samaria, The Prieſts alone f offer up 
the Sacrifices according to the Laws and Ceremonies of Mo- 
ſes, and to pray daily for the King, and the Royal Family, 


and for the Welfare and Happineſs of the Perfian Empire. 


And let no Man preſume to do any Thing contrary to the Te- 
nor of this my Royal Will and Proclamation, pon Pain of 
Jorfeiting Life and Eſtate. This was the Subſtance of the 


King's Letter ; and the Number of thoſe that returned out 


of Captivity to Jeruſalem upon this Encouragement and In- 


vitation, was forty two Thouſand four Hundred ſixty tus Per- 
0 ſons. ; 8 1 
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| CH AP. II. | -- 
& The Jews fall to York upon rebuilding the City and the 1 
FF Temple; but Cyrus dying in the mean Time, his Son N 
Cambyſes is pre vail'd upon to counter mand the Deſigu. 


HE x Jews were no ſooner at Work upon the Foun- 
daations of the Temple, their Hearts being wholly ſer 
upon the Advancement of the Undertaking, but the border- 
ing Nations, and eſpecially the Chuthites, which Salmanaſs 
fer, the King of ria, had formerly tranſplanted from 
Perſia and Media into Samaria, after he had remov'd the 
 Jfraelites into other Habitations : Theſe Peg ple, I ſay, ap- 
ply'd themſelves to the Princes and Governours, to whom 
the Care of this Enterprize was committed; preſſing them 
with earneſt Importunities, not to ſuffer the Zews, upon any 
Terms to proceed upon the Project of rebuilding the City and 
the Temple. Theſe + Commiſhoners were prevail'd upon, 
by the Force of Bribes and fair Words, to ſlacken their La- 
©  ligence in the Diſpatch and Proſecution of their Orders; 
and during the Courſe of this Negligence, and Delay, Cyrus 
= was ſo taken up in a War with the Maſſagetes (where he loſt 
his Life) that he knew nothing at all of the Matter. | 
3 Upon the Death of Cyrus, Cambyſes in Courie ſucceeded to 
the Empire, and had an Addreſ5 preſented him out of Syria 
and Phenicia, and from the Ammonites, Moabites, and Sa- | 
maritans, ſigned Rathymas, Hiſtory-Secretary ; Semelins, 
Scribe; and the Magiſtrates of Phenicia and Syria. The 
Tenor of it to the Purpoſe following. This is to give you, 
Great Sir, to under ſtand that the Jews that were carry'd a- 
way to Babylon, are now returned to their former Seats, and 
into our Country, where they are buſy upon the rebuilding of 
24 City that was deſerved'y deſtrey'd for ſediticus Practices. I 
= They are ſetting up Markets, and Places of Commerce; re- | 
| pairing. the Walls, and renewing the Temple: and if they go X 
e at this Rate, you may aſſure yourſelf, tha: they will nei- . 
ther pay Taxes, nor due Allegiance much longer; for they are | 
= profeſs Enemies to Kings, and will never ſubmit to ſerve, if they 44 
once get it into their Power to command. We account it cur -| 
Duc, Sir, in this Heat and Zeal, for the rebuilding of the 
Temple, to poſſeſs you, before it be too Late, with a true State 
of the Malter. Be pleaſed\only to look back into the Hiſtory 
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. preſentGovernours, as theyhave done inTime palttoformer Kings. 


and ſubdu'd Ægypt, dy'd at Damaſcus, in his Return from that 
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of your Predeceſſors, and you ſhall there find the Jews, from - 


Generation io Generation, to be the Enemies of all crowned 
Heads, and that this very City was juſty laid Waſte and De- 
folate, for the Crime of Rebellion: And we are further to pre- 
ſent this to your Conſideration, that if ever they go thorough with 
the Re-edifying of this City, and the Finiſhing of the Walls, you 
you will find your Communication cut off with Pheenicia, and 
Cœlo-Syria. L | 
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CHAP. MM 


Cambyſes puts a Stop to the rebuilding of the City ang 
Temple. He dies ſoon after, and the Adminiſtrati- 

on of the Government is, for one Tear, lodg'd in the 
Magi. Darius 7s choſen Aing. 


FT HE King was Ill-natur'd, and Croſs grain'd enough of 
himſelf; but this Remonſtrance put him out of all 
Patience, as will appear by his following Anſwer. | 
King Camby ſes to Rathymas his Hiſtoriographer; Belſemus ; 
and Semelius the Scribe, and the reſt of the Inhabitants of Sa- | 
maria and Phenicia, Greeting. Upon the Reading of your Let- * * 
ter of Addreſs, 1 have cauſed a diligent Search to be made inv 
the Hiſtory of former Times, according to your Requeſt, and'S 
find your Remarks upen the City of Jeruſalem te be true; and 
that they have ever been a rebellious, and as you ſay, an Ant- 
monarchial Sort of People; turbulent and reſtleſs, and natural. 
ly addicted to Innovations. I find likewiſe that their Kings have 
ever been fierce and violent, and vexaticus in their Taxes and 
Impoſitions, to the higheſt Degree of Oppreſſion, as Phœnicia and 1 
Ccelo-Syria may bear Witneſs againſt them: Wherefore I do com- 
mand you to oppoſe them with all your Might, in the rebuilding | 
of the City; for as they grow in Power, they will certainly in- 
creaſe in Malice, and behave themſelves as ſeditioufly to the 


Rathymas and Semelius had no ſooner read this Mandate, but 
away they went with their Companions, and took Horſe im 
mediately for Feruſalem, and a vaſt Multitude of People along ü 
with them, where they put an abſolute Stop to the Fes in t 
Work of the City and the Temple. So that it was reſpited for a 
Matter of nine Years; that is to ſay, to the ſecond Vear of Da- 
rius the King of Perſia. Cambyſes, after he had reigned ſix Tears, 


Expedition. The Government reſting in the Hands f 
| Un4 *tbe 
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the Mag for a full Year after his Death; and it was after - 
wards tranſlated by the ſeven Satrapæ, or eminent Families 
of the Perſians, and by common Conſent, to Darizs, the 
Son of Hyſtaſpes. | | | 
— —  Q— — 
1 CHAP. IV. 3 
Darius gives Zerubbabel leave to rebuild the City and 


the contrary, promotes the Deſign. 


: Arius, while he was yet a private Man, made a Vow to 
[ God, that if ever he came to the Throne, he would ſend 
all the holy Veſſels that were at Babylon back again to the 
Temple of Feruſalem; and it happened about that Time, that 
®Zerubbabel, who was declar'd the Prince, or Captain of the 
Fewiſh Captives, came from Feruſalem to Darius. He was an 
ancient Friend and Confident of the King's, and taken into 


an Honour that anſwer'd the Utmoſt of his Ambition. 


ga moſt magnificent Treat; not only to his own Domeſticks, 
put to the Princes and Nobility of the Medes and Per/tans ; 
+ The General Officers of all India and Ethiopia; and the Com- 
manders, in fine, of a Hundred and twenty ſeven Provinces. 
Upon the breaking-up of the Company, when the Entertain- 
ment was over, they retir'd every Man to his Quarter. Da- 
rigs, in the mean while, finding after a ſhort Slumber, that 
he could not lay himſelf to Reſt again, fell into Diſcourſes 
from one Thing to another with his three Favourite Officers 
telling them in the End, that he had ſome Queſtions to aſk them: 
and for their Encouragement, he that ſhould give him the moſt 
= reaſonable and ſatisfattory Anſwer, ſhould have the Privileges to 
_ ze cloathed in Purple, drink in a Golden Cup, ſleep upon Gold, 
= mide in a Chariot with Harneſs of Gold, wear a Silken Tiara, 
ard 4Golden-Chain, have the next Place to Darius himſelf in the 
= Council, and be accounted as one of the Royal Blood. After this, 
be ppthis Queſtions to them in order. To the Fir/?, If there 
ua irg ſtronger than Wine? To the Second the ſame 
Queſtion ag > of the Strength of Kings ; and to the Third, 
** 


. | in 
Ho t of the Strength of Wamen ; or finally, of 


_—_ * 


1 3 


Temple. The Samaritans oppoſe it: But Darius, on 


a particular Truſt, with two other great Officers, which was 


Darius, in the firſt Year of his Reign, gave a ſplendid, and 
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Truth, perhaps above all the reſt. Upon the putting of theſe 
Oneries, he made an End of ſpeaking, and left his Guards 
to conſider of the Matter. In the Morning early, he call'd 
together all the Princes of the Medes and Perſians, with the 
chief Officers and Governours ; placed himſelf upon the 
Seat of Juſtice, and cauſed the three Guards of his Body to 
5 be ſent for immediately to give their Opinions ſeverally 
N publickly upon what he had propoſed. 

The Firſi began upon the Subject of the Strength of Wine; 

| Which (ſays he) with Favour of this illuſtrious Afſembly, I 
may take upon me to pron unce Superior to all other Powers 
whatſoever : For it overthrows the Minds and the Underſtand- 

ings of all that will be trying Maſteries with it. It puts the great» 

eſt Prince into the Condition of a Child in his Wardſhip, that 
has not Wit enough to look to himſelf. It ſets the Slave at Liber- 

4 ty, cn ts the forgetting of his Chains, and makes the Beggar 
as rich, and as high, as an Emperour. /t changes and elevates 

, the Spirits, wherever it takes Poſſeſſion. It enlivens the heavy 
Hearts of the Miſerable ; pays all Debts, and relieves Men in all 
„Manner of Neceſſities. It makes the Scoundrel Strut, and brag 
like a Lord; look and talk big, without any Fancy or Fear of ei- 
| ther Kings or Captains. It makes Men forget their moſt intimate 
. Familiars aud Friends, and draw upon their neareſt Relations, 

f as if they were the moſt hateful of Strangers: And then when 4 
Man has flept out his Debauche, he no more remembers what hg, 

did in the Heat of his Wine than as if no ſuch Thing had cver been. 

Now for theſe Reaſons, Icannot but look upon the Force and Opera- 

| tion of Wine to be the ſtrongeſt and the mo/t violent of all others. 
3 When the Firſt had done dilating upon the Topick of Mine, 


2 the Second ſtood up for the Power of Kings, in Preference to 
5 all other whatſoever: which he endeavour'd to prove after 


this Manner. It is beyond Diſpute, ſays he, that God has mae 

Man the Maſter of all Things under the Sun, ſo far as to command 

them, to make uſe of them, and apply them to the Service of Man- q 

kind as he pleaſes: But whereas Men have only a Dominion over 

all other ſublunary Creatures, Kings have an Authority even %.. 

ver Men themſelves, and a Right of ruling them by Will and Pleas: | 

ſure. Now he that is Maſter of thoſe that are Maſters of all Things 
elſe, hath a juſt Title to an Advantage over all the reſt, and to be 
accounted inſuperable, having no earthly Thing above him. When 

4 Princes find it for their Convenience to expoſe the Perſons of their 
Subjects tollars and Dangers,they obey them, you T e, any 


Reluctancy, or Diſpute, let the Hazard be what it will; either Bo- 
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dies to Bodies, or in the Attack of Walls or Works; forcing of Paſ 


2s; or, as it many Times falls out, in contending withNa-ure its 
ſelf: We lee how frankly they offer themſelves either to kill, or to 
be kilÞd, in the Execution of their Prince's Orders. And then in 


Cale of a Victory at laſt, the Honour and Profit of the Whole goes 


to the King. This for the Military Part, and the ſame Reaſon 
holds in the common Bus'neſs of Husbandry and Tillage ; where 
"the Countryman ploughs, ſows, digs, and ſweats, in the firſt 
Place, to ſupply the King's Stores out of his Tail and Labour ; 
and whatſvever he commands muſt be obey'd, without any Ex- 
poſtulation or Delay. The King all this Time, while the People 
are Working for him, takes his Fill of all Delicacies and Plea- 
ſures ; fleeps in Security and at Eaſe, with his Guards about him 
under the Slavery of an indiſpenſible Atlendance, and not a Man 
: of them dares cloſe his Eyes while his Maſter is at Reſt ; for the 
[ King's Buſmeſs is theirs without any Sort of Liberty to attend 
any other. So that nothing certainly can be Stronger then the 
Force of that Power that the whole Multitude obeys to alllntents. 
After this Declamation upon the Power of Kings, Zerubba- 

bel took his Turn upon the Argument of Women, and of Truth: 
And his Diſcourſe was to this following Effect. The Force of 
Wine, ſays he, is not to be deny'd ; neither is that of Kings, that 

, tyes up ſo many Millions of Men in one common Bond of Allegi- 
gnce : but the Super-eminency of Women is yet above all this. 
For the Mother of the King was before the King himſelf; and 
Kings are but the Gifts of the Women that brought them into the 
World : And Women were likewiſe the Mothers and Nurſes of 
thoſe that cultivate cur Vineyards, and dreſs cur Vines. There 
75 not any Thing we can pretend to, but either directly on indirectly 
we have it from them. They have a Hand in the Government of 
all cur Demeſtick Affairs; nay, in the Dreſs and Ornament of 
eur Bodies: And, in fine, Cod hath made them ſo neceſſary ta 
ws, that there's no Living, and in Truth, no Being without 
them. Let a Man have never {5 much Gold and Silver, or 


" Woman puts all theſe Vauities cut of his Head and Thought, 
ay farther then Parting with them to purchaſe the Poſſeſſion 
of . FE Beauty. Women have the Power to make us aban- 
don our very Country and Relations, and many Times to forget 


the beſt Friends we have in the World, and ferſaking a! other 
Comforts to live and die with them. And it may yet be added, 
That when we have compaſſed Sea and Land fer all Things 
that are rich and curicus in Nature, what dees it all come to 
at laſt, but @ more valuable Preſent to a Miſtreſs * How have 
 { ſeen the King himſelf, in the Bluſter of all his Glory ani Ti: 
- : | ties, 


+ what is more precious, before him, the Sight of a beautiful 
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fles, fubmit to the 1aking of a Box on the Ear at the Hand of 


his Concubine Apame, the Daughter of Rapſaces Themacinus ! 


And this was not all neither ; for ſhe would take the Crown 
off from the King's Head, and et it upon her own : And he good 
Man fo complaiſent all the while, as to put himſelf into all 


Shapes and Humours to pleafe her, and to be pleaſant or ſud with. 
her for Company, for fear of giving her any Occaſion of Offence. 


Upon this, the Princes and the Nobility look'd upon one a- 
nother, not without ſome Admiration at the Freedom of the 
Diſcourſe; and ſo Zerubbabel proceeded to the laſt Point, up- 
on the Argument of Truth. I have ſpoken, ſays he, what I had 
to y upon the Subject of Women; but when all is done, neither 
they, n:r Kings, are comparable to the almizhty Force of Truth: 


For ai!owing the vaſt Magnitude of the Earth the Height of 


the Heavens, and the unſpeakable Swiftneſs of the Motion of, the 
Sun; and that ali this is order dby a Divine Providence, it mu/t 
be granted withal that God is Juſt and True, and conſequently 
that ruth is of all Things imaginable, the moſt powerful, ſince 
neither Error nor Juſtice can prevai againſt it. As for all other 
Things that paſs for great in the World, they are mortal, and 
ſhort-liv'd ; but Truth alone is unchangeable and everlaſting: 


Ty Benefits we receive from it are Subject to no Variations, 


or Vicifſitudes, of Time and Fortune but righteous and uar- 


 rantable, and without any Stain of Iniquity, or Reproach. 
' Zerubbabel had the univerſal Acclamation of the whole Au- 
ditory, for the excellent Things he deliver'd; and they all 


agreed with him; that Truth was incorruptible, and the on- 
ly Bleſſing under the Sun that was not liable to Alteration 
and Decay: So that the King, as an Inſtance of his full Sa- 
tisfaction in this Anſwer to the Queſtion, bad him take his 
Choice out of what he had promis'd him, and with all his 
Heart he ſhould have it; fer, ſays he, You ſhall have a Pre- 
ference in my Eſteem above all other Men, in Proportion to: 
the Superiority of your Wiſdom and nderſtanding, above that 
cf your Companions : And from this Time forward you ſhall 


have the firſt Place of Honour next to my own Perſon, and 
ſtand adopted into my Affinity and Blood. © * 


Zerubbab-! could not but lay hold of fo fair an Occaſion 
for the putting of the King in mind of a former Vow he had 


made; which was, that if ever he came to the Crown, he 

would immediately fall to Work upon the rebuilding of Jeru- 
fſaiem, and the holy Temple there, and order a Reſtitution to 
be made of all the ſacred Veſſeis and Utenſils that Nebuchads 


nezzar had taken away from thence, and carry'd to Babylon. 


New, ſays he, fiuce your Majeſty as lone me the Honoilr Fre- | 
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==  mediately in an univerſal Thankſgiving for the Promiſe of 
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* Countrymen at Babylon, with the joyful News of their Deli- 
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put ing mea wiſe Man, and allouing me the Liberty of this Bledtin - 


en, my humble Requeſt muſt be this ; that you wilt now diſahangg 
your Vow, and be as good as your Word. The King, upon this 


Challenge, raiſed him chearfully from his Throne; embraced 
his Adviſer, and kiſs'd him, and ſent away Mandates ſoon 


after to his Governours and great Officers, to conduct Zerube 
abel and thoſe that were to go along with him, to their Jour- 


ws ny's End, and to aſſiſt him in the Re-edifying of the Temple. 


He wrote Letters alſo to the Magiſtrates of Phanicia, and y- 
ria, to provide Carriages for the Tranſporting of the Cedar ta 
eruſalem that was cut down in Libanus, and to help them 


all they could, in their main Undertaking. The King gave 


them likewiſe in Charge, to exempt all the eus that ſhould 
now return out of this Captivity, from the Burden of any 
* Tax, or Duty; and to leave them at Liberty in their 

erſons, as well as in their Eſtates, without either Reſtraint, 
or Tribute : Commanding allo the Edomites, Samaritans, and 
the People of Cœlo-Syria, to reſtore all thoſe Lands to the 
Fews again, that had been formerly in their Poſſeſſion, and 
to contribute fifty Talents, over and above, toward the E- 
recting of the Temple, after their own Way, and aflign'd. 
them out of his own proper Bounty, whatever ſhould be 
25 neceſſary, either in Sacerdotal Habits, or otherwiſe, 


per the right Adminiſtration of every Thing in Form. He 
E > affigned them Organs alſo to accompany the Voices of the Le- 
vites, and order'd a certain Proportion of Land for the En- 


tertainment of the Officers and Keepers, both of the City, 
and the Temple, in the Way of an Annuel Penſion : Contirming 
every Thing, in fine, what Cyrus had formerly reſolv'd up- 
on about reſtoring of the cus, and their Ho/y Veſſels, 

When Zerubbabel had obtained this Grace from the King, 


the firſt Thing he did after his going out from the Palace, was, 


with his Eyes up to Heaven, to give God Thanks for the Ho- 
nour he had receiv'd from the King, in the Reputation of his 
Wiſdom, beyond the reſt of his Competitors, which he ac- 


7 1 knowledg'd to be only the diſtinguiſhing Effect of his Divine 
©: Goodneſs; concluding his Thankſgiving, with a Prayer for 


the Succeſs of his Undertaking ; and ſo went his Way to his 


verance. Upon the Report of theſe Tidings, they join'd im- 


== this Reſtoration to their native Country; and after the So- 
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- gether 3 in ſuch a Tranſport of Joy, and Jollity, as if the Day 
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emnity of that Duty was over, they fell to Feaſting, Drink - 
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Wives and Chifdren; and taking thoſe Troops along with 


J2 wn sun AnTtqurTi2S, | 669 


of their Redemption and Return had been the firſt Day of a 
Wife to them. The Heads of the Tribes made a Choice 
of. thoſe that ete-· to go up upon this Expedition, providing 


Horſes, and:-othen geaſts of Burden, and Carriages, for their 


wheth; which Darius had appointed for a Convoy, In thig. 
Manner, and Company, they paſs'd their Time errty oz 
on the Way, with Pipes and Cymbals playing before them 
and the whole Multitude dancing and rejoicing, after the Mus 
fick. There was a ſelect Number cull'd out from all and e- 
very of the Tribes; but the naming of them in Particular, 
would be tireſome to the Reader, and interrupt the Order of 
my Diſcourſe : So that I ſhall only run them over in Gene- 
rals. There were of the Tribe of Zudah and Benjamin, from 
twelve Years old and upward, four Millions fix Hundred tuen- 


ty and eight Thouſand Perſons. After theſe, came four Thows 


and and ſeventy Levites ; and a promiſcuous Multitude of 
Women and Children, to the Number of forty Thouſand ſeven 
Hundred and forty tuo. Of the Stock of the Levites, there 
were a Hundred twenty eight Singers ; a Hundred and Ten 
Porters ; and of others that ſerv'd and aſſiſted in the Sanc- 
trary, three Hundred twenty two. There were alſo Six Hun- 
dred fifty two that call'd themſelves ſraelites; that could 
not prove their Extraction. There were others alſo, that 
had taken Wives, whoſe Genealogy could not be made . 
either from the Levitical, or Sacerdotal Records ; and theſs | 
were accounted unqualified, for the holy Function, to the Num- 
ber of five Hundred twenty five. The Train of Servants that 
attended them, was reckon'd at ſeven Thouſand three Hundred 
thirty ſeven, Singing-Men and Women, two Hundred forty 
five; Camels,. four Hundred ; and other Beaſts of Carriage, 
ve Hundred twenty five, The Leader of this Multitude was 
Zerubbabe!, the Son of Salathiel, of the Tribe of Judah, and 
the Race of David, and with him was 7e/as. the Son of Jo- 
fſedec ; and Mardecheus, and Serebæus, which two were cho. 
ſen to the Command, by the Suffrage of the , and 
contributed, at their own Charge, a Hundred Pound of Gola, 
and frve Thouſand Pound of Silver, toward the Expencerof 
this Expedition. This was the Order and the Manner of 
the March of the Prie/ts and Levites, and that Part of the 
People that went along with them in their Return from abylon 
to Jeruſalem, the Reſt following afterward by little and little, 
till in the End they all went back to their own Habitations. 
In the ſeventh Month after their Departure from abylon, 
Jeſus the High-Prie/t, and Zerubbabel their Prince, ſent Me. 
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ſengers Expreſs all over the Land to ſummon the People to 2, 
General Meeting at Feruſalem, who gather'd together, with, 
great Chearfulneſs according to the Order. Upon this Meet- 
ing, there was erected an Altar to ſacrifice upon, according 
to the Appointment of God by his Servant Moſes, and it was «it 
raiſed upon the ſame Place where it ſtood before. This Prok 
—eceding gave a mighty Offence to the Neighbouring Nations, 
who had effeQually an Averſion, both to the People, and to 
whatever they did. This happened juſt upon the Fea/? of La- 
bernacles, according to the Moſaical Inſtitution ; and after 
that, came the daily Oblations, and the Sacrifice of the Sab- 
baths, and of the Mu-Moons, and of all % Feaſts; and 
all thoſe that had made any Vom came likewiſe to perform „1 
it, from the firſt Day of the ſeventh Month. 
They enter'd then upon the building of the Temple, and 
expended vaſt Sums of Money upon the Workmen, and 
Builders of all Sorts : And upon Meat and Drink for thoſe 
that aſſiſted in the Carriage of Materials. The Sydonians 
were frank and liberal toward this Work, bringing down 
Cedar-Planks in Abundance from Libanus and after that, 
framing thoſe Timbers into Boats, which they brought into 
the Port of Joppa, as they had been order'd ; firſt by Cyrus, + 
and after him by Darius. | | 
It was now the ſecond Month of the ſecond Year after the 
Return of the Zews, when the Foundations of the Temple being 
Already laid, they began on the Fir/# Day of December with 
the Superſtrudture ; committing the Care of the Building to 
the whole Family of the Levites, of twenty Years of Age and 
upward, and likewiſe, to 7eſus, with his Sons and Brothers; . 
and to Zolomiel, the Brother of Juda, and the Son of Amina- | 
dab, and to his Sons; who were all fo diligent and induſtri- 
ous in the Diſcharge of their Commiſſions, that the Fabrick 
went forward beyond Expectation, When they were Ad- 
vanced thus far, the Prieſis came and officiated in their Ha- 
bits, with muſical Inſtruments: And the Levites, and the Sons 
of 4/aph, ſung ſome of the holy Hymns of David to the Ho- 
nour of God, according to the fr Inſtitution, But the Prieſts 
and Levites, and the Elders of their Families, who had ſeen 
the Glory and Magnificence of the former Houſe, and com- 
puting how little this was in compariſon of the other, brake 
& . out into Tears and Lamentations at the Thought of it. The 
= common People however that had never ſeen the former, 
E and conſequently could not be troubled at the Diſproportion; | 
1 they contented themſelves well enough with the preſent State 
Things, though the Paſſion of the Pric/& and Elders was 
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fo great at the ſame Time, that their very Cries and Groans 


were almoſt as loud as the Muſick. 


The Report of this Noiſe of Trumpets, with a confuſed Cla- 
mour and Mixture of Joy and Sorrow being brought to the 
| Samaritans, they came running together in Troops to learn 
the Meaning of it; and finding that it was occaſion'd by the 
Return of the eus from their Captivity at Babylon and that 
they were now at Work upon the re- erecting of their Tem- 
ple, they went immediately to Zerubbabel, and Jeſus, with the 
Chief of the Tribes, and deſir'd that they themſelves might 
likewiſe be admitted into the Undertaking, upon Terms in 
common with the reſt; for, ſay they, we Worſhip the ſame 
God ; value ourſelves upon the Glory of the ſame Profeſſion, 
and upon the Love and Practice of the ſame Religion, from the 
very. Days of Salmanaſar, the King of Aſlyria, who tranſplant- 
ed us out of Chuthia, and Media, into this Land. The Anſwer 
to the Requeſt was with one Voice, that they could not take 
them into a Partner-ſhip of the Building; becauſe formerly 
Cyrus, and after him Darius, had aſſign'd the Building of it 
to their particular Care: but that they ſhould have Liberty, if 
they thought fit to worſhip there without Exception to any 
Man, and that it ſhould be open to all People indifferently, 
that had a Mind to ſerve God in't. ; 

The Chuthites, (for fo we call the Samaritans) took this Re- 
fuſal ſo heinouſly, that they ſtirr'd up the Syrians to apply 
themſelves to the great Men as they did at firſt, under * Cyrus, 
and afterward under Cambyſes, that a Stop might be put to 
the Progreſs of this Building, by ſlackning the Diligence of 
thoſe that were entruſted with the Diſpatch of the Work. 

There went up to Feru/alem, at this Time, Siſinnes, the Go- 
vernour of Syria and Phenicia, and Sarabazanes, with ſome 
others, and aſked ſome of the principal Men among them, 
by what Authority this Temple was to be built? For it lookt 
. liker a Caſtlè then a Temple ; and to what End the Walls of the 
City were made fo thick and /trong ; and the Gates fo forti- 
Fy'd ; Zerubbabel and Feſus made Anſwer, that they were the 
Servants of the Great God to whoſe Honour this Temple was 
built ; and to his Service dedicated by the Greateſt, the Hap« 
pieſt, and the Wiſeſt Prince tha! ever ſat upon that Throne; 
and that it had ſtood firm for many Ages: till in the End, 
for the Wickedneſs of their Forefathers, the City by God's 
Permiſſion was taken, and deſtroy'd by Nebuchadnezzar the 
King of Babylon and Chaldæa, the Temple pillag'd, and laid in 

| | _ 


m 


* 


— — —_— 


. 


672 Jewrsn AvTriQuiTie% 


, ahd the People carried away Captives into Babylon: 
But that when Cyrus came to the Government of Perſia and 
Babylon, he order'd by his royal Proclamation the Rebuilding {| 
of the Temple, and the Reſtoring of all the Donatives, and 
Veſſels, that had been taken away by Nebuchadnezzar ; which | 
were deliver'd to Zerubbabel, and his Treaſurer Mithridates, 4 
to be tranſported to Feruſalem, and laid up again in the 
Temple there: That by the Command of the ſame King, 4. A 
baſſar was ſent to that City to endeavour the. finiſhing of the <. 
Work out of Hand: That upon Receipt of the King's Let= 
ters, he came in all Haſte, and immediately laid the Founda- 
tion: And that from that Time forward their Enemies had 
been ſtill at Work to caſt ſome Rubb or other in the Way, 
to obſtruct, or to delay the Defign. Now if they pleaſed 5 
they might write to Darius to the End that, upon inſpcting 5 
Papers, and Records, they might find the whole Story to be GS 
true as they had told it. Siſinnes and his Companions did 14 
not think it reaſonable to interrupt the Proceeding without 1 
the Privity of Darius himſelf; and therefore they agreed a- 
mong themſelves to write to him immediately about this 
Matter. The Jews were not a little ſollicitous and apprehen- 
ſive, for fear the King upon this Application, ſhould coun- 
termand the Orders he had given; till Aggeus, and Zachari- 
as, two Prophets among them at that Time, bad them be of 
go ood Chear, and fear nothing from the Per/rans ; for they 
= were certainly inform'd of God's Holy Will and Pleaſure 
= touching that Affair. The People did ſo abſolutely depend 
upon this Encouragement, that they wrought harder and _ 
harder, without the Intermiſſion ſo much as of one ſingle Day, 
When the Samaritans had written a complaining Accuſa- 7:4 
tion againſt the Zews to Darius objecting againſt them the | vj 
-- fortifying of the City, and the Erecting of a ſtrong. Face that 
Iook'd liker a Citade/ than a Temple Setting forth that this "os 
Was not at all for the King's Service; and ſhewing alſo the 
_ Epiſtle of Camby/es, by which he had forbidden, and hin- bY 
deer'd it before, as a Practice that was neither profitable, nor 2... 
= - dafe for the Publick: When they had repreſented all this, I e 
ay, and that the King had received and conſider'd of theſe Wo 
Letters, he order'd the royal Memorials to be conſulted up _ _ & 
on this Subject; and upon the Search, there was found at 
Ecbatana, a Caſtle in Media, a certain Book, wherein was 
Written to this Effect. 2 18 | I 
was ordained by King Cyrus, in the firſt Year of his Reign, 20-7 
if gt the Temple of God ſhould be rebuilt at Jeruſalem frxty 4 
uu Height, and as many in Breadth, and the Altar in it: 


That 
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te ſhould be in the Walls three Rows of poliſh'd Marble, 
Wood of the Growth of the Country ; and the Change 
Mefray'd out of the King's Treaſury : That the holy u 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out af the Temple, ſhould. 
bach to Jeruſalem, and reſtor'd : That the Supermtens 
is Work ſhould be committed to Abaſſar (the Governauu 


We. nd Phenicia) and to his Companions ; with Orders, ng 
þ at Jeruſalem themſelves, but to quit the Place, as, 

1 Building of the Temple to the Jews, the Servants” | 
1 d to the Chief of their Tribes; but yet to ſupply J 
4 ever out of the Taxes upon the Province, and to fur- 

1 or their Sacrifices, with Bulls, Rams, Lambs, Kids, 

3 ne, Oyl, and whatever elle the Prieſts ſhould deſire; 

3 to pray to God for the Welfare and Happineſs of tbe 
„/ his People. And whoever ſhall preſume io act 2 
1 io this Mandate, ta- be forthwith taken and hang'd | 
6 is Goods conſiſcate ; with the Addition of a Curſe, o- 

4 bove, that whoever ſhuuld dare to appoſe, or forbid 

F e of this Work, God would ſtrite him with a Ven- 

1 s fudgment upon him for his Iniquity. 

40 Darius, upon a Search into the Tranſactions of Cyrus, 
= m'd himſelf upon the Matter of Fact in Queſtion, he i 
5 k to Sinnes and his Fellau-Lolleagues, to this Effect. 5 2 
0 : Sa. * 


rius to Siſinnes, the Maſter of his Horſe; and 
abazanes, and the other Magiſtrates with him, 


ng. N 


ou a Copy of Cyrus's Letter, tranſer ibed out of his Re- 

and it is my IWill and Pleaſure, that all Things may be > 

ding to the Direction of that Appointment. Fare youwell. * 

tter gave them to underſtand how the ing ſtgodin= © 

that Siſinnes, and the reſt agreed among themſelyes = 

in ail Points with the King's Order, and Com- w 
nd undertaking the Care of the Fabrick, they aſ- 
the Jews, and their Magiſtrates and Leading Men, and 


3g carry'd on the Work ſo unanimouily, that the Building wass 
erected according to the Command of Cyrus, and Darius, 
and finiſhed within the Corayaſs of ſeven Tears; the Pro- NF 

. Wphets, Aggeus, and Zacharias, in the mean Time Prophecyings- . 
n the ninth Year of Darius, and the three and twenties. "= 


v [Day of the eleventh Month, which we call Alar, and the” 2 
1 Macedonians , Dy/tras, the Prieſts and Levites, with the People e I 9 

of 1/-ael, offer'd in Sacrifice, a Hundred Bulls, two Ha 8 
1 red Rams, four Hundred Lambs, and twelve Goats, I'S > Ws T 1 
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But that when Cyrus came to the Government of Per/ra|. 
Babylon, he order'd by his royal Proclamation the Rebuilt 
of the Temple, and the Reſtoring of all the Donatives, | 
Veſſels, that had been taken away by Nebuchadnezzar ; wh: 
were deliver'd to Zerubbabel, and his Treaſurer Mithrida. 
to. be tranſported to Feruſalem, and laid up again in 
Temple there: That by the Command of the ſame King, 
baſſar was ſent to that City to endeavour the. finiſhing of 
Work out of Hand: That upon Receipt of the King's L. 


been ſtill at Work to caſt ſome Rubb or other in the W. 
to obſtruct, or to delay the Deſign. Now if they pleaf 
they might write to Darius to the End that, upon inf} pct 
Papers, and Records, they might find the whole Story to 
true as they had told it. Siſinnes and his Companions d 
not think it reaſonable to interrupt the Proceeding witho! 
the Privity of Darius himſelf; and therefore they agreed 
mong themſelves to write to him immediately about th 
Matter. The Jews were not a little ſollicitous and apprehej 
five, for fear the King upon this Application, ſhould cont 
termand the Orders he had given; till Jggews, and Zachar 


= were certainly inform'd of God's Holy Will and Pleaſin 
-* © touching that Affair. The People did ſo abſolutely depen 
upon this Encouragement, that they wrought harder an 
harder, without the intermiſſion ſo much as of one ſingle Day 


= tion againſt the cus to Darius objecting againſt them th. 
Piortiſhing of the City, and the Erecting of a ſtrong Place thai 
Iock'd liker-a Citade/ than a Temp/e : Setting forth that this 
Was not at all for the King's Service; and ſhewing alſo the 


dieer'd it before, as a Practice that was neither profitable, nor 
 fafe for the Publick : When they had repreſented all this, I 
- fay, and that the King had received and conſider'd of theſe 
= Letters, he order'd the royal Memorials to be conſulted up- 
on this Subject; and upon the Search, there was found at 
. Ecbatana, a Caſtle in Media, a certain Book, wherein was 
written to this Effect. | | | | 
3 It was ordained by King Cyrus, in the fir/t Year of his Reipn, 
dat the Temple of God ſhould be rebuilt at Jeruſalem /ixty 
uu Height, and as many in Breadth, and the Altar in it: 
= | That 
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ters, he came in all Haſte, and immediately laid the Foun, 
tion : And that from that Time forward their Enemies h - 


» * 


, two Prophets among them at that Time, bad them beg 
od Chear, and fear nothing from the Per/rans ; for the © 


When the Samaretans had written a complaining Accuſa 


Epiſtle of Camby/es, by which he had forbidden, and hin- 
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| That there ſhould be in the Walls three Rows of polifſh'd Marble, 
und one of Wood of the Growth of the Country,; and the Change 
"of if fo bedefray'd out of the King's Treaſury + That the holy u 
fels, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the Temple, ſhould: 
1 be carry'd back to Jeruſalem, and reſtor'd : That the Superimtens, 
th dency of this Work ſhould be committed to Abaſſar (the Governoun® 
| .of Syria and Phœnicia) and to his Companions ; with Orders, ng 
ts appear at Jeruſalem themſeFves, but to quit the Place, aus, 
leave the Building of the Temple to the Jews, the Servants.” 
of Cod, and to the Chief of their Tribes; but yet te ſupply 
' them however out of the Taxes upon the Province, and to fur- 
iſh them fer their Sacrifices, with Bulls, Rams, Lambs, Kids, 
Meal, Wine, Oyl, and whatever elſe the Prieſts ſhould defires 
# who were to pray to God for the Welfare and Happineſs of the 
King, and of his People. And whoever fhall preſume to act 
*# contrary to this Mandate, tv be forthwith taken and hang'd 
up, and his Geods confiſcate ; with the Additicn of a Curſe, o- 
ver and above, that whoever ſhould dare to oppoſe, or forbid 
the Progreſs of this Work, God would {trike* him with a Ven- 
geance, as a Judgment upon him for his Iniquity. | 
When Darius, upon a Search into the Tranſactions of Cyrus, 
had inform'd himſelf upon the Matter of Fact in Queſtion, he 
wrote back to Siſinnes and his Fellau-Lolleagues, to this Effect. 
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King Darius to Siſinnes, the Maſter of his Horſe ; and 
to Sarabazanes, and the other Magiſtrates with him, 
Greeting, | | | 


— 
” 


9 1 Send you a Copy of Cyrus's Letter, tranſcribed out of his Re- a 
75 cords; and it is myIWill and Pleaſure, that all Things may le 
Y done according to the Direction of that Appointment.Fare youwell, * 
This Letter gave them to underſtand how the ring ſtgodin= 
.*zclin'd ; fo that Siſinnes, and the reſt agreed among themſelyes 
to comply in ail Points with the King's Order, and Com- 1 
and; and undertaking the Care of the Fabrick, they a. 
„ fiſted the Zews, and their Magiſtrates and Leading Men, and 
['% carry'd on the Work ſo unanimouſly, that the Building was 
a </<fed according to the Command of Cyrus, and Darius, .. 
and finiſhed within the Compaſe of ſeven Years; the Pro 
phets, Aggeus, and Zacharias, in the mean Time Prophecyingg 
In the ninth Year of Darius, and the three and twentieth”: 
4 Day of the eleventh Month, which we call Alar, and then” 
Aacedonians, Dyſtras, the Prieſts and Levites, with the People 
ef el, offer'd in Sacrifice, a Hundred Bulls, two Hage 
red Rams, four Hundred Lambs, and twelve Goats, an 
4 X X 8 *in 
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Sin-Offerings for the twelve Tribes, in Acknowledgement of 

- the Blefſingief their Deliverance from Captiuity into the Con- 
ation of their former State, and to his ho/y Wonſhip again 
in a new Temple. The Prieſts and Levites had their Por- 

 —>ters:at every Gate, according to the Law: The Jeus ha- . 

bing built Galleries, round about the Temple. I A 
I The Feaſt of Unleavened Bread was now drawing on; and 
in the firſt Month, which the Macedonians call Xanthicus, and 

We,; Nifan, the People flock'd up from all Places to the City, 1 

here they celebrated that Feſtival, together with their Wives \# 


and Children, after the Practice of their Forefathers, with all 70 
Purity, and Sobriety anſwerable to the Occaſion. Upon the N 
fourteenth Day of the firſt Month, they held the Paſover, 
and kept together rejoicing for ſeven Days after; offering / 
up Sacrifices and Thankſgiving to God for reſtoring them to £ 
the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of their native Country, and 


their ancient Laws and Religion, and for diſpoſing the Heart | 
and-Inclination of the King of Perſia ſo favourably toward 
them. They ſpared for no Colt in the Celebration of this 
Feſtival, and fo replanted themſelves at Feruſalem, where 
they erected an Ari/iccracy ; for the ſovereign Power was 
lodg'd in the High-Prie/t, till the Aſmon&an Family, upon a 
Turn of Affairs, enter'd upon the Government, and turn'd 
it into a Monarchy, Now before the Captivity, and for the 
Space of five Hundred thirty two Years {ix Months and ten 
Days, from the Time of Saul and David, they were govern'd 
by A7zgs ; and ſo they were likewiſe before, though under 
the Name of Judges, and that Form of Government conti- 
nu'd upwards of five Hundred Years, after the Adminiſtra- © _ 
tion of Meo/es and Foſbhua. This was the State of the Fews A 4 
1n the Reſtauration under Cyrus and Darius. 32 
hut the Semaritans, that were an envious ſpiteful! Sort of h 
3 * People, put them to a great Deal of vexatious Trouble, for ; 2 


5 they were powerful and wealthy; and claiming Kindred at 
With the Pezſſans, they valu'd themiclves upon the Credit off of 
=” their Original. They grumbled at the Taxes that were laid a. 


We bu. upon them by Way of Contribution to the Sacrifices; made an fai 
laätereſt to the Superintendent of the Works; and in ſhort, # an 
= either by theinſelves, or by others, they iraprov'd all Oppor- At cul 
= Atunitics of doing us Miſchief, This Diſorder, in fine, went on 
ear, that the Senate and the People of Feruſalem drew up a Ba 
plaint againſt the Samaritans, and ſent Zerubbabel with = 
TT four more of his Colleagues upon the Embaſly with it to Ba-. — 


1 7A > io * 
. N 


1 e tet. When the King came to conſider the Crimes that were - 
ER charg'd upon the Samaritans, he gave them a Letter back in n 
£ . | 1 2 2 : 8 _— 43 7 
4 | 1 5 | . ; with axe 


with them for the Officers and Lieutenants of that Province, 


and the Senate of Samaria, in Words to this Purpoſ. 


King Darius to Tangar, and Sambaba, the Maſters of 
our Horſe at Samarla; and to Sadrack Bobelon, and 
the reſt of their Fe/low-Subjeds there, ſendethy” 


Greeting. 


W Hereas I am given to under ſtand by Zerubbabel, Anani- 
as and Mardochæus, on the Part of the Jews, that you 
ſtand accuſed of interrupting and diſcouraging the Rebuilding 
of the Temple, and of refuſing to bear your Part in th: Charge 
of the Sacrifices, which by my Order and Command, you ought 
to have done: This is to will and require you upon the Sight 
. of this Letter, forthwith to ſupply them out of my Treaſury in 
Samaria, with whatſoever they ſhall want for the Uſe of their 
Sacrifices and Worſhip ; to the End that they might offer up 
daily Prayers and Oblations both for myjelf, and for my People. 


_— —— 


———_— 


| C H A P. V, 
Xerxes ſucceeds Darius, and grants to Eſdras whatever 
ze deſires tn Favour of the Jews. The Cbaracter, 


and Death of Eſdras. Nehemiah gets Permiſſion of 
| Xerxes to rebuild the Walls of Jeruſalem. 


A Fter the Death of Darius, his Son * Xerxes ſucceeded to 
| the Government; the Heir of his Father's Piety, as well 
as of his Kingdom; for he made good all that his Predeceſſor 
had done in Favour of the cus, and their Religion, having 
- a great Tendernels for both. Foachim the Son of 7ehu was 
at this Time High-Prie/t; but the Name of the High-Prieft 


of the Fews, that liv'd at Babylon, was E/dras ; a Man of 
a moſt exemplary Piety and Juſtice; and no Man had a 
fairer Reputation among the People. He was fo well vers d 


1 and ſkill'd in the Moſaick, Law, that the King had a parti- 
cular Eſteem for him on that Account. Upon a Reſoluti- 


on taken to go to Jeruſalem, and to carry ſeveral of the f 
7 Babylonian Fews along with him, he deſir'd ſuch a Letter 
i 1 _— 


2 CEE: 


— ol. at — — 


. taxerxes, by whoſe Permiſſion the eus return'd to Palæſliue, as we 
bave it in the Book of Neþeniah. > 1 Eſdras 7. 
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_ from the King as might recommend him to the Governours 
Port of it was this. . 
Terxes, the King of Kings, to Eſdras the Prieſt, and Reader 

ol the Holy Law of God, Greeting. Whereas it is decreed by 
me, and my ſeven Counſellors, that what Iſraelites ſover with- 
4 iin my, Dominions, with their Prieſts and Levites, ſhall think fit to 
o* bear you Company to Jeruſalem ; Ihave, cut of my Royal Clemen- ; 
7 cy, granted them free Leave to go to Judza, 10 worſhip accord- 
| ing to the Laws of their Country : and likewiſe to take along with 
them all the Gold and Silver, be it never ſo much, that your Peo- 
2 ple all over Babylon ſhall willingly contribute toward that Ser- 
vice, for the buying of Sacrifices to offer upon the Altar to your 
*# . God; and for making ſuch Veſſels of Gold and Silver, as you 5 
and your Brethren ſhall judge meet. It is alſo my Will, that what 1 
Is thus given you, be dedicated to your God. And if you ſhall 


5 


i have Occaſion for any Thing elſe, uſe your own Diſcretion, and 
BY ſupply yourſelf out of the publick Treaſure : To which End 


* have already written to the Officers that haue the Menage of it 
1 in Syria and Phœnicia; expreſly commanding them to furniſh 
: - what/heverEſdras the Prieſt, and the Reader of the Law of God, 


- ſhall deſire, without any Delay: And to the End that God may 
proſper both me and mine, Twill have a Hundred Meaſures of 
WM heat dedicated to God according to the Proviſion of the Law. 
Adna for the Magiſtrates, I do /trichly charge and require of them, 
FJ "zl that they exact nothing from the Prieſts, Levites, holy Sing- 
1 ers, Porters, or other Officers of the Temple; and that they lay 
wo no Burdens upon them. And for yourſelf, Eſdras, I do hereby 
1 give you full Authority, according to the Wiſdom you have re- 
EE © © ceived from above, to conſtitute Judges that may ſee Juſtice 
|  . __- done to all People thorough Syria, and Phœnicia, that under- 
land the Law, and are conſcientious in their Duty ; and at the © 
W —. fame Time do you inſi ruct the Ignorant, to the End that all Tranſ®« 
1 . greffors againſt the Law of God, and of the King, may be pu- 4 
FE 8 _ #iſÞ'd according to their Demerit,; ſome with Pecuniary Fines; + : 
= - > others with Death, according io the Quality of the Offence, | 


. where it ſhall be found either Contumacy or Weakneſs, Farewel. 1 | 
=; Upon the Receipt of this Letter, E/4ras worſhipped God, 


= _ and gave Thanks; aſcribing to his bleſſed Providence all the | 
= Benefits and Grace they had received from the King; who A 


- 


= frv'd but as the Inſtrument of that Divine and Original 


. 


2 op 8 
. 
„ n 


Soodneſs. The Jews of that Country were upon this Occaſion 

= fummon'd to a general Meeting at Babylon, where the Let- 
ter was read, and the Copy of it tranſerib'd and ſent away 
to be communicated to all the cus in Media; but E/dras | 


** 


N 1 
8 6 — __.T-” 
r 
S 8 
Ys, 4 * 
* 


LT; FS =o ot * "I 2 . 2 i 2 . 
. i d e N Xp 


. 


N 


£ = as 8 1 
. SO PO Ro 8 Pb as. 
- . 3 E * 
2 © PR A by 5 8 * 3 5 . 
2 J 2 4 "FE me * . + ES — * 5 
1 wii x SE 2 e BASS PG. : _ 
8 e Fs ERS. : + 
8 = I . — 1 , 
4 5 pt 3 <> r . 


2 Sin-Offering, He communicated alſo the King's Letter 


And 1 do verily perſuade myſelf, that God's Bleffing” went 3 Tn 3 
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the Solemnity of Vows and Prayers for a Safe and a Proſpe- 


- 


kept the Original to himſelf. This Account of the King's. | 
wonderful Piety towards God, and of the Reſpect and Kinds - 


neſs he had for Eſdras, was a Surprize of wonderful Satisfacti⸗ 3 
on to the People; for great Numbers of them pack'd up their 
Goods and Effects, and haſten'd away to Babylon with a Pur 
poſe to return to J7eruſalem: But there were then another”: 
Sort of //raclites, that being wonted to the Place, and ſettle 
in their Habitations, choſe rather to continue where they were.” 
And this is the Rea ſon that there are only fue Tribes to be 
found in Aſia and Europe, under the Roman Emperour : As for 


the other ten Tribes, they are all planted beyond the Euphra- 


tes; and ſo prodigioully increas'd in Number, that they are 
hardly to be computed. The Publication of this Recommen- 
datory Teſtimonial, brought over Abundance of People to E/- 
dras ; and not only Prie/ts and Levites, but Temple-Porters, 
Singers, and other Officers and Servants appertaining there- 
unto. As for thoſe that had a Mind to go back again out of 
Captivity into their own Country, he appointed them a Ren- 
dezvous at the Euphrates ; where, after a three Days Faſt, and 


rous Voyage, (E/dras excuſing himſelf from the Guard of 
Horſe that was offer'd him, as being already under the Pro- 
tection of the Almighty) they enter'd upon their Journey on 

the twelfth Day of the firſt Month, in the ſeventh Year'of 
the Reign of Xerxes, and got to 7eruſalem in the fifth Month _ 3 
of the Eme Year, where E/dras immediately deliver'd out tage 
Money he brought to the Prieſts that had the Cultody of the | 
Holy Treaſure ; ſix Hundred and fifty Talents of Silver; a 
Hundred Talents of Silver -Veſſels; twenty Talents of Veſſels of 
Gold, and twelve Talents of fine Braſi, that was even more 
precious than Gold itſelf. Theſe were the Bounties of the 
King and his Friends, and of the 1/aelites that continu'd y 
in Babylon. When E/dras had acquitted himſelf of this Traft, _ - 
he offered unto God Burnt-Offerings, according to the Di? 
rection of the Law: Twelve Bulls for the whole People 
of 1/rael, ſeventy two Sheep and Lambs, and twelve Goats for _ 


to the Stewards, and Governours of Phenicia and CeloSys 
ria, who had the /-aelites in great Honour, and readily ſap» © 
ply'd them with whatever they wanted, when they ſaw they 5 
could do no other. This was all done by the Advice of 3 


rs. . 


along with it, for the very Piety and Virtue of the Man. 
By the Time they had been a little compos'd, and ſettled in I 
their Affairs, it came to the Ears of E/dras, that ſome of the 
3 ned > 2" > . 
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11 8 rie ſts and Levi e had departed from the Rule of the Lau, and 


8 ünding the Sacerdotal Race. Hereupon, there was Applica- 
don made to him, that he would ſtand by, and ſupport the 


F 
+ £ god 
TROY 


concern'd in this Abomination, that he thought it would be 

= to no Purpoſe to lay any Injunction upon them to part with 
= their Wives and Children; fo that he continu'd ſtill deſpond- 
ing, with his Face upon the Earth. All i eople that had any 
Sienſe of Goodneſs or Humanity, gather'd together about him 
EE to condole with bim; and in pure Pity and Compaſlion took 

of Part with him in his Afflictions. E/dras, in the mean Time, 

holding up his Hands; Good God?! ſays he, I am aſhamed to 
Lit up my Eyes to Heaven on the Behalf of theſe People, when 
I conſider that, after all thy dreadful Fudgments upon their An- 


1 their Forefathers ; but Lord! thy Mercy is infinite: wherefore 


have Pity, I beſeech thee, upon this miſerable Remnant of thy diſ- 
treſſed Servants; aud as thou haſt been graciouſly pleas'd ts bring 


1 85 : Pardon of their preſent Tranſgreſſion. It is confeſs'd, that they 
— = &c/ervetodic for their lniquity; but their Truſt is in thy Goodneſs. 


tion, with a Multititde of Men, Women and Children ga- 
ther'd about him, there came to him one Jechonias, a Man 
bf Quality in Feru/alem, with a publick Confeſſion and De- 
Claration of the Sin they were all guilty of, that contrary to 


1 > fing him to impoſe an Oath upon all that had fo done, to 
turn away all the Wives, and Children they had by them; 
And whoever ſhould refuſe to ſubmit to that Law, to be ſe- 
Verely puniſhed for it. E/dras lik'd the Counſel, and took 
Lian Cath of the chief of the Prieſts and Levites, and of all 
. * Fael, to do as was propounded. So ſoon as this was over, 
xe went from the Temple to the Chamber of Foanan, the 


N | 


Son of E/jaſib, where he ſpent that whole Day, without eat- 


; DS: Ing any Thing, for the Trouble that was upon him. The 
= next Thing he did, was to command by Proclamation all 
eee ao 
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_ Rear Dey, in marrying into * foreign Families, and ſo con- 


3 ceſdors for their Diſobedience, they will yet go on in the Steps of 


them Home again, perfect the Work of thy Redemption, in the 


While the holy Man was in the Agony of his pious Afflic- 


the Law had marry'd themſelves to wavy 4 Women : advi- 


k. 4 r N 


Nr 


all cry'd out with one Voice, that they were ready to do it; 


a ſelect Number of eminent Men and Elders, that were in- 


the Solemnity of this Diſclaimor, they offer'd up Rams, at>. 


the whole Multitude of the Maelites were now gotten tage 
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thoſe People that were now return'd out of Captivity, to 


meet at-Zerwuſalem in two or three Days; aud in caſe n 
Failure, either by Neglect, Or Contempt, the Penalty to be "FR 
Excommunication, and Confiſcation of Goods to the He 
Treaſury. Within three Days the fo Tribes of Judah and hen 
jamin gather'd together, on the twentieth Day of the nin, 
Month, which the Hebrews call Thebeth; and the Macedonia 
Apellæuss and when they had plac'd themſelves in the uppet 


Part of the Temple, the Elders, being there preſent, * Ejdras 


ſtood up and told them, that whereas they were all guilty, of ( 
a grievous Sin, that in Contempt of their Gountry's Laws had 


culer'd into Marriage with Strangers, they had no IWay to re- 
caver God's Favcur, and to ſecure themſelves, but by utterly 
caſting off the Women they had ſo taten: Whereupon they 


but the Number being very great, the Seaſon extreamly Cold, 
and the Bus'neſs a Matter of Importance, they look d upon 
it as a Thing that requir'd Time, and Conſideration to go 


thorough with it : So that, upon this Reflexion, it was pro- 


poſed that a Commiſſion of Enquiry might be ifſu'd out te, 


necent themſelves of the Fact in Queſtion. This Motion was 
receiv'd and approv'd, without any Demur or Contradiction; 
and upon the firſt Day of the tenth Month, they enter'd up- 
on the Inguiſition, which held them work till the Firſt Day 

of the Month following ; and upon the Scrutiny, they found 
Great Numbers of the Relations of Feſus the" High-Prieſt, as 
well as of other Prie/ts and Levites, and the reſt of the 
raelites, that being involv'd in the ſame common 'Trantl- 
greſſion, joined immediately in the diſowning of their Wives . 
and Children: So much did they prefer the Reſpect they had 
for the Obſervance of their Laus, before any other Tender- 
neſs of Love and Inclination, how powerful ſoever. After 


cording to Cuſtom, for Peace-Offerings: Which is enou 3 
faid, without naming the Perſons. E/dras, by this Means 
jet them Right again in the Reſtraint of their Marriages; asd 
ſettled ſuch a Reformation in that Particular, as was upon 


that Foundation to ſtand firm for ever afrer, > 2 1 Pons f \ F 
In the ſeventh, was the Feaſt of Tabernacles ; and well nik 


upon that Occaſion, into that Part of the Temple, that looks 
towards.theEaſt ; whereſ Eſdras, at their Requeſt, read be las 
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del unte them, as he ſtood in the Middle of the Croud : 


$77 


dn bis Lecture continu'd from Morning to Mid- Day, to the 
de great Edification of all the Hearers; for they were 
thereby not only given to underſtand the Rules and Mea- 

prres of Truth and Righteouſneſs, Preſent and to Come; but 

| heir Thoughts were alſo carry'd back to Reflections upon 
, ThingsPaſt, in the Hiſtory of the Calamities that their Fore- 
| | Fathers had endured, only for the Violation of thoſe Laws, 

| 


—— — 


af oY — 


in the Obſervance whereof they might have been Safe and 
Happy. This Conſideration drew Tears from their Eyes; and 
 E/aras taking notice how this compaſſionate Sof tneſs wrought 


G- 


upon them, bad them go Home, and ſet their Hearts at reſt; 
for it was a kind of Prophaning of the holy Solemnity, to 
Meepupon a Feſtival: Wherefore he adviſed them to be ra- 
biber as Free and Merry as they could, and to Eat, Drink and 
"*R_ > Rejoice, in Honour of the Day; Exhorting them not to make 
tmtmhcir Repentance a Mortification to them, any further than 
= to ſecure them for the Future from a Relapſe into the ſame 
= Miſtakes, The People were willing enough to follow his 
Counſel, and ſo Celebrated the Feaſt as they ought to do; 
ea after eight Days ſpent in good Chear, and in good Com+ 
= pany, they return'd every Man to his own Habitation ; but 
WW © not without thankful Acknowledgments to E/dras for the 
4 Reformation he had wrought in the Government. By this 
© meritorious Service of his, he gain'd infinitely upon the Hearts 
and Aﬀections of the People; ſo that he liv'd with Honour, 
and qy'd at Jeruſalem, full of Years; where he had alſo a 
x © moſt Magnificent Burial. Joachim the High-Prieſt, dy'd alſo 
= _about the ſame Time, and Eliaſim his Son ſucceeded him. 
"© _, ©. There was among the Fewi/ſh Captives, a certain Perſon 
= whoſe Name was *Nehemiah, the Butler, or the Cup-bearer to 
= Xerxes. He was Walking one Day before Saſa, the Capital of 
= Per/re, and happened to hear ſome Travellers, that had come 
long Journey together into the City, talking Hebrew one 
do another. O pon this Occaſion, he aſk'd them from what 
= Quarter-they came. They told him from Judæa. So he aſked 
# ol them further from one Thing to another, how it far'd with the 
- I. People there, and what News from Jeruſalem; Why truly, 
eier made Anſwer, that Matters went very Ill with them: 
— wills all pulPd down, and their Country laid open to the 
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; felues carry'd away into Captivity, and the High ways ſtrewed 


= every where up and down with Dead Bodies. Nehemiah could 
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into his Mouth he was to ſay, How is it poſſible for me to be other 


= 
a>”, 
be - 
ä 

>" 


not forbear 8 at this deplorable Calamity of his Coun. 
men and Kindred, and in this Paſſion, with his Eyes Ereft- 


ed toward Heaven, Lord, ſays he, how long! how long Lord wilt. 


thou ſuffer thy People to 'te Trampled upon, and Expoſed for @* 
Prey to Mankind! While Nehemiah was at the Gate, andin the® 
middle of his Lamentations, one brought him word, that 


King was ready to go to Supper; ſo he preſently haſten'dg> | 


way, all in Confuſion and Diſorder, to his waiting. The King, 
after Supper, being ſomewhat more Chearful than before, and 
taking Notice of ſome Sort of Heavineſs in the Countenance * 
of Nehemiah, aſked him what heAil'd. Alas ! Sir, ſaysNehemiah, * * = 
aftera ſhort ejaculatory Prayer, that God would put the Words 


than ſad and heavy at Heart, when the Place of my Nativity is 2 2 
laid walte and deſtroy'd ; Jeraſalem made a Heap of Rubblihig ** 
The Gates burnt ; the Sepulchres and Monuments of my Aus” 22 
ceſtors broken up, and the Aſhes of the Dead ſacrilegiouſſy . 
Prophan'd! New after all this, Sir, I have but one Boon to beg ky 
of you, which is, that 1 may have your Royal Leave to take a 
Journey thither to help forward the rebuilding of the Walls, and 
Erecting of what remains toward the Finiſhin of the Temple. 


The King granted his Petition, and promis'd him Letters Re- 2 


commendatory to the Governours where he was to paſs, with ; 
Orders to treat him with all Manner of Reſpe&; and to Su- 
ply him with whatever he wanted toward the Work he was 
about: Wherefore, ſays the King, ſet ygur Thoughts at reſt, 
and go on chearfully in my Service. Upon this Aſſurance, 


' Nehemiah elear' d- up, and came to himſelf a unt Bleſſed God 


and the King upon finding ſo gracious a Difpoſition in his Fa- 

vour. On the Day following the King ſent for Nehemiah, and. 3 
gave him Letters of Credit to Sadæus, the Governour of Syria, 1 "I 
Phenicia, and Samaria ; with Orders and Inſtructions to Re- 1 5 
ceive and Aſſiſt him, as he had promis'd it. He went firſt ti 


Babylon; and ſrom thence, with as many of his Friends and " "oF I 
i; Companions as voluntarily offer'd themſelves to bear him 


Company, he went away to Jeruſalem, where he arrived in 


the Twenty fifth Year of the Reign of Xerxes; and having firſt * 


given his Friends the Sight of his Credentials, he deliver d 


them to Sadzus, and his Colleagues, according to the Ad- 


dreſs, He preſently after this, Summan'd a general Meeting 
of the People up to Jeruſalem, and Harangn's them i * "Up 
Temple with a Speech to this Effect. PIER 
You cannot, ſays he, but ſee and underſtand, you Men 7 5 
dæa, that we e ae are at this Day under the Power and hrs. 


pidence of the Sane Mags and Merciful God, that did ſo many 
8. "cat 


— 


Ws N 5 D 
7 ak * 2 * * * * 8 
- WF | 


| 


> 4 


— 2 
— * 
» 


68% | Js w 16% Ar! QUITIES. Book Xt. 


great Things for. our Forefathers Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
"cnt ofa gracious Regard to their Piety and Fuſtice: and it 
ie Favour of that God that I have now obtained Leave 
1 | = om the King to * upon the rebuilding of your Walls, and 
putting of an End to the Work of the Temple, that 1s yet 
ip d. But taking this for granted by the Way, that you. 
among a Sort of malicious [piteful Neighbours, that will 
all that is to be done in Nature, for the croſſing of your | 
= ZDefrgn when the 7 come once to ſee you heartily Intent upon the | 
LE Undertaking ; I fhall therefore recommend it to you in the 
Fe ft Place, reſolutely, and fearleſly, to caſt yourſelves upon 
ee, whe will moſt certainly defeat all the Practices of your 
1 Enemies ; ; and ſecondly, that you ply your Bus'neſs Day and 
1 1 Night, without any Intermiſſion, either of Care, or of Labour ; 
* 3% 9 17515 being the proper Seaſon for it. Upon this Advice, and 
bortation, Nehemiah immediately order'd the Magiſtrates | 
' 3 a to ſurvey the Ground, and take Meaſure of the Walls; and 
ccording to that Computation, to make an equal Diſtribu- 
H 1 tion of the Work among the People, at ſo much a Town, 
= 18 a Village, as it falls out in Proportion; promiſing at 5 
=the ſame Time the Aſſiſtance of himſelf, and of all that be- 13 
| \ Jonged to him, to join in the Service : and with theſe Words ff 
"he diſcharged the Meeting. The Authority of Nehemiah 
SH * made ſuch an Impreſſion upon the eus, that they immedi- 
1 * Ki © ately apply'd themſelves to their Bus'neſs. This was the 
6 ft Time that the People were ever call'd Jews, or their 
Country Fudea and it was ſo called, from the Tribe of 
kts, that were formerly poſſeſs'd of that Quarter. 
— The Rumour of this“ Enterpriſe was no ſooner brought "A 
8 1 of 10 "the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Samaritans, and the 
þ bediene, but they were all raging mad at it, and left 
= nothing unattempted, elther by Force or by Treachery, to 
eint it. They lay in wait for the Fews up and down in 
4 F e and deſtroy d a great many of them by Surpriſe. 
=—T hey kept Bravo's in Pay, to attempt upon the Perſon of 
© Nehemiah himſelf; plying the People alſo with ſo many falſe 
= Alarum's, and Sham-Stories of Menace and Invaſion, that 
# * 5 Multitude were within a little of quitting the Underta- 
oF 5 upon the very Fright : but Nehemiah ſtood as firm as 
oof n Bonk all this While; and under the Security of a flender 
Guard, wrought on, without any Senſe of Wearineſs, or 
 Apprehenfion of Danger : And it was not for the Sake of 
2 own _y neither, or for the Fear of Death; that he 
made 
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made this Proviſion; but he was very well aſſur'd, that if 


he himſelf ſhould be cut off, his Men would never go the- 
rough with the Building: So he gave Orders for the Fug 


that all the Carpenters, Maſons, and other Labourers, hould 
Work with their Swords by their Sides, and their . 
within Diſtance of having them ready upon Occaſion. + 
appointed Trumpeters alſo to be poſted within Five Hun- 
dred Paces one of another, and upon any Diſcovery of am. 
Enemy to give the Alarum, that the People might have... 


Time enough to ſtand to their Arms, without any Danger 4 


of a Surpriſe, He went every Night the Round of the City; 

and his Body was ſo inur'd to hard Work, hard Fare, and 
Warching, that it was Proof againſt all thoſe Difficulties ; 

for he never eat or ſlept more than juſt to ſupport Nature, 


This was his Courſe of Life for two Years, and three Months; I 6 


for juſt ſo long were the Walls a Fan and this was in 
the eight and twenticth Year, and the ninth Month of the 


Reign of Xerxes. Upon the perfeting of the Forrificarizaing * f 


Nehemiah and the People offer'd up their Sacrifice, and con- 
tinu'd together for eight Days in Feaſting and Rejoicing, 
which was very unwelcome News to the Syrians, when 5 
came to underſtand it. Nehemiah reflecting upon it, har 
the City at that Time was under-peopled, he perſuaded all 


the Prieſts and Levites thereabouts to take up their Habita - 


tions in the Town, and he would be at the Charge of pro- 
viding them Houſes, He order'd likewiſe the People in the 


Country that follow'd Husbandry, to carry their Tenths into 


the City for the Maintenance of the Prieſis and Levites.; that 


they might not be diverted by any worldly Cares from at- 


tending the Duty of their Office. This was readily agreed 
to on all Hands; and by this Means, it came by Degrees to 


be better pegpled. After this, and a great many other 8 5 


rious Actions, worthy of eternal Honour, Nehemiah, now 
in, Years, departed this Life : a Man naturally addicted to 
Virtue and Juſtice; a Perſon of eminent Bounty and Chari- 


ty to his Country-men, as may appear by this everlaſting 


Monument of his Generoſity and Goodneſs in the Walls k 
Jeruſalem: And this is the ſhort Hiſtory of what was done 
under the Reign of Xerxes. . 
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= Artaxerxes ſucceeds Xerxes. He puts away his Fife 
> Vaſhii, and marries Eſther, the Niece of Mordecai. 
Hlaman er the rooting out of the Jews, and the 
putting of Mordecai to Death ; but be is hanged bim- 
ſelſ upon the very Gibbet be provided for Mordecai, 
and Mordecai promoted. | 
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N Frter the Death of Xerxes, the Government deſcended 
3 to his Son Cyrus, whom the Greeks call Artaxerxes, in 
Vvhoſe Reign over the Perſians, the whole Nation of the Zews, 
wich their Wives and Children were in great Danger to be 
urtterly deſtroy'd, as ſhall be ſhewed in due Time and Place. 
But ſomewhat ſhall be previouſly ſaid of the King himſelf; 
and how it came to paſs that he marry'd a Wife of the Royal 
Blood of the eus, and as the Hiſtory delivers it, the Protec- 
mi of our Nation. When Artaxerxes had taken the Crown 
1 if ih him, and ſettled the Governours of a Hundred and 
twenty ſeven Provinces, betwixt India and Æthispia, he made 
—_ a moſt-magnificent and ſumptuous “ Feaſt at Suſa in the 


8 


wird Year of his Reign; where he treated his Friends and 
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Officers, as became the Dignity of ſo great a Prince; and 
= the Solemnity laſted a Hundred and fourſcore Days. There 
= _ were ſeveral other Nations alſo, and their Ambaſſadors, that 
Alliſted at the Ceremony of the Entertainment ſeven whole 
Days ſucceſſively; and it was order'd after this Manner. 
There was a Tent erected upon Golden and Silver Pillars, 
cover'd with fine Linnen and Purple; and of a Capacity to 
receive ſome Thouſands of People. The Wine wgs ſerv'd up 
2 LI in Cups of Gold and precious Stones, that werd made both 
for 3 and Delight. There was Order given to the 
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=. Waiters, after the Perſan Manner, that no Man ſhould be 
forced to drink any more than he had a mind to; and Procla- 
mation made all over his Dominions, that they ſhould ſer ſome 
= certain Number of Days apart for the Celebration of a Feſti- 


L 7 | * 4 e for the Proſperity and Safety of the Kin gdom. Queen 


i had her Apartment alſo in the Palace for the Entertain- 
— ppffthe Women. She was ſo wonderfully handſom, 
— mat theKing had a mind to oblige his Gueſts with the Sight 
ber, and ſo ſent for her to come to him; but the Laws of 

—_— | Perſia, 
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Perſia, it ſeems will not allow Wives to be ſeen by any be- 
ſide their Domeſticks : So that out. of a Reverence to that 
Prohibibition, the refuſed to go to the King; and not ankp=+ . 
once but upon ſeveral Orders, brought her by the Eunuchs tg 

the ſamePurpoſe,ſhe perſiſted ſtill in the Denial. The King tog 
thisObſtinacy ſo ill, that after the Feſtival was over he call'd fox 
the Seven Commiſſioners that were expreſly appointed for the 
Interpretation of the Perſian Laws, to Adviſe with what Was — 
to be done in this Caſe of his Wive's Contumacy, and Hi 
4 obedience ; complaining that it was not only once but over. 
60 and over that ſhe refuſed to come to him; and ſo he deſired 7 a 
? to know what the Law directed in that Caſe. One of them, 
'/ Whoſe Name was Mucheus, gave his Opinion, that it was nof 
43 only an Actront to himſeif in the Matter of Fact, but a Preſis 
9 dent of dangerous Conſequence to all his Subjects in general, 
whoſe Wives would be apt to deſpiſe their Huſbands too, and by 
that Contempt provoke them to lewd Courſes, if this Exempla- > 
ry Contumacy of the Queen's againſt ſo mighty a King ſhould * 
paſs unpuniſh'd: Concluding, that as it was a henious Offence,ſo +... 
it ought to be encountered with an anſwerable Severity: and * 
that nothing leſs would ſatisfy, than the baniſhing of Vaſhti 
from the King's Court and Preſence for ever: and This tobe : 
* done alſo by Proclamation, and another taken into her Place, 
The King was ſo divided betwixt the Love he had for the 1 
Queen, and the Reſpect he had for the Lau; the one being 
againſt their Parting, and the other againſt their living to- J 
gether, that he was miſerably Diſtracted what to do in this 
Difficulty of Acting againſt his Inclination. While he wass 
in this Auxiety of Thought, his * Friends ply'd him with got I 
Offices and Counſels to Divert him from the Weakneſs f 
making himſelf miſerable for the unprofitable Love of One = 
Woman, when he might have the greateſt Beauties upon tile 
Face of the Earth at his Devotion, if he thought fit to Com- 
mand them: So that he had no more to do, but to geta  Þ® 
Sight of her, and take her for his Wife, that he had moſta® 
miad to, out of the whole Sex: Variety and a new Love 
would quickly wear out the Fondneſs of a Former; and a 
little Cuſtom, and Converſation would bring him to himſelf. 8 
again, a | Bf. - | 28 "SA J 
The King, upon ſecond Thoughts, was well enough pleawd ẽk(ͤ 
with the Advice, and ſent Commiſſioners immediately over. 2 
all his Dominions to take a View of the moſt Celebrated e 
ties they could find, and bring them up to him. They were 
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Hong the Fews. This Virgin was ſo much beyond all the reſt; 
che Graces of her Beauty, and Perſon, that every Body's 


ne of the Eunuc hs, where ſhe was treated with all poſſible 
15 = 'Effences and Perfumes, and all other ornamental Curioſities 
chat are made uſe of in Courts by great Ladies to make them 
a more agreeable and charming. At this rate was E/ther 


F Hundred Virgins ; after which Time, being thus prepared 
; 2 for the King's Bed, he had every Day one of them brought 
= 75 him, whom he received into his Arms, and then ſent back a- 
; if | © an to the ſame Eunuch. But when it came to E/ther's Turn, 
ne was ſo traniported with the Love of her Company and Con- 
= verfation, that he took her to himſelf for his Lawful Wife, 
and celebrated the Nuptials in the Seventh Year of his Reign, 
and the Twelfth Month, which is called Ader; ſending his 
- Meſſengers every where up and down to proclaim the Solem- 
nity of a Marriage-Feſtival. As for the Medes and Perſians, 
pv the great Men of other Nations, the King himſelf en- 

d them at the Wedding-Fea/t, for the Space of one whole 


| Plied the Crown upon her Head, and fo liv'd with her with- 
out ever enquiring after her Country, or her Extraction. 
Her Uncle remov'd from Babylon to Suſa, where he would 
— bc often waiting at the King's Gate, and ſtill inquiſitive what 
deus of Eher, who was every Jot as dear to him as if ſhe 
_— had been his own Child. F 

"The King, at this Time, paſs'd an Ordinance, that none 
Jof his Domeſticks ſhould preſume while he was ſitting upon 
his Royal Throne, to come to him, unleſs they were call'd 


. * Officers with their Axes ſtill at hand to do the Executi- 

= The King, in the mean Time, had a Golden Sceptre 
in in bis Hand; and whenſoever he had a mind to fave any of 
| thoſe at came uncall'd, he held that Sceptre forth, and up- 
on their touching it, they were exempted from the Penalty; 
and fo ch for that at preſent. 
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ve a and diligent in the Execution of their Charge, 
— and among others, they found a Maid in Babylon, whoſe 
ee was E/ther, Her Father and Mother were both dead, 
and ſhe brought up in the Houſe of her Uncle Mordacai, 
who was of the Tribe of Benjamin, and a principal Manag, 


e was ſtill upon her. She was committed to the Care of 


wo. "> Delicacy and Reſpect: That is to ſay, with the richeſt of 


treated for the Space of fix Months, in Company with four 


Ms th; and upon his Wife's entring into the Palace, he 


or ſent for, upon Pain of Loſing their Heads for't ; and there 
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Eber, to the King himſelf; who had ſuch an Apprehenſiq 


doing him that Honour, this Slave of a Jew ſhould preſume s 9 


EKigg, with a Complaint in his Mouth againſt the Fewsy 


There brake out, a little after this, a Conſpiracy betwigg 
Bigthan and Tereſb, Two of the .Chamber lains,” or Eunuchs, 
againſt the Perſon of the King. Bar. abazus, A Servant of one” _ 
of them, and a Jew, by Extraction, diſcover'd this Treat 
TD to Mordecai, the King's Uncle; and he, by the Hands of”: 4 
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of the Thing, that he put the Criminals to the Queſtion, amt 
upon Conviction, they were both deliver'd up to Juſtices” 
The King gave Mordecai no other Reward for this Diſcoveꝶ 
ry, then by appointing the Service and the Deliverauce t 


be Regiſter'd upon the Record, and the allowing him Ad- © 


mittance into the Palace, with the ſame Freedom and Pri- 
vilege as one of his Domeſticks *. | 4 
Haman, the Son of Amme dat ha, an Amalekite, being now = 
Advanced by the King, and coming frequently to Court, the 
Perſians as well as Strangers paid him the greateſt Reverenee 
imaginable ſtill in his Paſſage; and it was alſo the Kings 


Pleaſure and Command, that it ſhould be fo. Merdecai was 
the only Perſon that did not bow to him, being a Ceremony 
contrary to the Practice of his Country, which did not allow 
of that Manner of Reſpect. Haman taking notice of this Sin- 
gularity in Mordecai, asked him what Country-man he was ? 
and finding him to be 4 Jew, brake out into a violent Excla- 
mation at the Inſolence of ſuch a Scoundrel ; that when all 
the Natives and the Free-born Perſians made no Difficulty of 


Affront him. In this Rage, he took up a deſperate Reſolu- 
tion to be reveng'd upon Mordecai ; and the Hatred he hac. 
for the Fews was ſo mortal, that it was not enough, hne 
thought, to wreak a Vengeance upon the Perſon of Mordecat, 
without deſtroying the whole Race of the Jews for Compa-; 3 
ny; not forgetting at the fame Time, that the Amalekites '” i 
his Country-men, had been formerly beaten out of their 
Land, and utterly exterminated by the Fews. In the Heat . 
of this outrageous Indignation, away goes Haman to the 


a vile Generation of People to all Purpoſes ; inſociable n 3 


7 


their Humours, ſingular in their Manners ; given-up' to += 


perſtitious Laws and Ceremonies ; lurking up and doẽ 
all, Quarters of his Dominions, and Men that ſhew them 
9 ſelves in their Practices, and Converſations, the common 
Enemies of Mankind. Now Sir, ſays Haman, if you wilt 8 
" Eſther 2. 22. "Eſther 10. Euler z. 


* See Caræus de Rep, Hebr. I. 3. c. 4. 
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ear d of this lewd Sort of Peoples The King told Haman, 
upon this Propoſal, that he would leave the cus to be dealt 
With according to his Diſcretion, and remit the Money over 
and above. Haman, immediately upon this, publiſh'd an 
EZ Edi&in the King's Name, and ſent it abroad thorough all 


£5 
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WE _ Phe Great King Artaxerxes, to the Hundred and Se- 
ven and Twenty Governours of the Provinces be- 
mixt Iadia and Ethiopia, Greeting. 


n 
5 


Hereas it has pleaſed God to give me the Command of ſo 
many Nations, and a Dominion of the reſt of the World, 
, large as I myſelf deſire, I being reſolved to do nothing that 
may be either Tyrannical or Grievous toward my People, and 


— cration ; and being given to underſtand, by my Truſty and 

=_ _ #eli-belsved Friend and Counſellor, Haman, a Perſon of a 
_: "I's Faith, Prudence, and Juſtice, and whom I eſteem above 
_ all others, that there is a Mixture of a Sort of inhumane Peo- 
i 17 ple among my Subjects, that take upon them ts Govern by their 
eus Laws, and to preſeribe Ways to themſelves in Contempt of 
Public order and Government ; Men deprav'd, both in their 
= Cuſtoms, and in their Manners; and Enemies, not only to 
= Monarchy, but to the Methods of our Royal Adminiſtration. 
This is therefore to Will and Require, that, upon notice given 
unte you by Haman (who is to me as a Father) of the Perſons in- 
= ended by this my Proclamation, you put all the ſaid Perſons, 


. 


mier ton, or Favour, in a ſtrict Purſuance of my Decfee : 
dd it is my farther Command, that you put this in Execution 


ad your Enemies, in order to a future Peace and Secu- 
= rity all our Lives after. + - 
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the Warld upon your Subjects, 
en to be rooted out from amang 


o bear a gentle and an eaſie Hand over them, with an Eye to * 


ionen, and Children, to the Sword, without any Cm- 


wor the Thirteenth Day of the Twelfth Month of this Prelent 
dio make but one Day's Work of the ng all 
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This Edict was quickly ſpread from Town to Town tho- 
rough the whole Empire, and the People made themſelves 
ready accordingly to do Execution upon the 7ews at the Day | 
appointed; and there was the fame Diſpoſition to Miichief 
at Suſa, the King's Place of Reſidence, as cllewhcre, The 
King and Hamas, al this while paſs'd their Time in Drink- 
ing, Junketing, and making merry : But the People of the 
Town were at their Wits end, at the Thou ht ot io bar- 
barous a Maſſacre at hand. | 
So ſoon as Mordecai came to be informed of the Tenor and 

Intent of this Proclamation, he tore his Garments ; put on 
Sackcloth, and went up and down the Town with Aſhes on 
his Head, exclaiming againſt the horrid Iniquities of that 
murd'rous and bloody Deſign upon the Fews.. At this rate 
he went Raving from one Place to another, till he came at 
laſt to ſtop before the Gate of the King's Palace; for there 
was no Entrance allow'd to any Man in that Habit. The Re- 
ſentment and Behaviour of the Jews, was the fame in all 
other Places, as well as here, upon the Communitation of 
the King's Orders: That is to ſay, they were every where 
overwhelmed with Lamentations and Defpair. When it 
came to the Queen's Ear that Mordecai was before the Gate f 
of the Palace in that forlorn Habit, ſne was troubled at the 4 
Report, and ſent one out to him to change his Garment z 4 
but his Anſwer was, that he could not do it, till the Cauſe 
were firſt Remov'd that made him take it up. It fell out that 
Hatach, one of the King's Eunuchs, was at that Time in the 
Queen's Preſence ; fo ſhe call'd him to her, and preſently ſent 
him out to inform himſelf what had befall'n Mardecai, that 
he ſhould put himſelf into ſuch a Dreſs, and- then refuſe to 
auit it again at her Requeſt, The Eunuch put theſe Oueſti- 

ons to Merdecai, who gave him the whole Story of the Pus'- 

'F nels at Length; and in Order, how the King, at the Inſtigati- 
on of Haman, hid iſſu'd cut his Raya / Proclamation thorough 

F = his Dominions for the Extirpating of the Jews, and how 

4 vaſt a Sum of Money Haman had offter'd by way of Compo- 

FJ fition, for leave to do it. Mordecai gave him a true Copy of 

the Edict from the Criginal, to be deliver'd to the Queen; de- 
bring further, that ſhe would be,pleas'd to make an humble 
Application to the King upon this Matter, and to Intercede 
with hin on their Behalf; for the Lives of the whole Nation 
vas now in Queſtion, and this was not a Time to ſtand up- 
9 on Puntiilg's, or Niceties of State; for Haman, that was as the 
1 7 | = d i 5D King's 
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bo King's Right Hand, would never leave Calumniating the 
;j5•ieus, and Exaſperating the King againſt them, till he had 
_  gain'd his Point. Upon the Eunuch's giving the Queen this 


Account of the Matter, ſhe ſent Mordecai word back again, 


that it was a Capita Crime to break in upon the King when he was 


upon his Throne of State, without being call'd to Attend him, uns 
lefs he ſhould vouchſuſe to hold forth his Go'den Sceptre in Token 
of his Pardon. M hen Mordecai heard this, he preſs'd the 
Queen once again by the ſame Meſſi ſenger as before, telling her, 
that it was not her own Perſonal Safety that was now the 
Queſtion, but the Security of the whole Race; adviſing her 
likewiſe to have a care how ſhe ſlipt that Opportunity of doing 
ſo Neceſſary, and Charitable an Office; and to aſſure her 
that God himſelf would Relieve them, even if ſhe ſhould neg- 
lect to do It : And that ſhe and her Family might live to be 
at the Mercy of thoſe that ſhe now Deſpiſed. E/ther then 

made ule of the ſame Meſſenger back again to her Uncle, to 
call an Aſſembly of the eus together at Sſa, and to Indict a 
Three Days Faſt for the Safety of the Queen ; that ſhe and her 
Servants would do the like; and that after that Preparation, 


ſhe was reſolved to go to the King, in deſpite of all Pro- 


hibition, and Danger: And that if Die ſhe muſt, She would 
frankly expoſe her Life in that Service. Mordecai did as 
the Queen Order'd him; appointed a publick Fa/?, and 
Humbled himſelf in Supplications to Almighty God to de- 
feat the Malice of their Enemies; and according to his wont- 
ed Goodneſs, to extend his Mercy to Penitent Offenders; and 
finally to deliver them from the Deſtruction denounced a- 
gainſt them: Repreſenting that it was not for anyFauit of their 
own,that they were expoſed to this Extremity;but it wasthePride 
of Haman's Stemach, that thought it anIndignity offer d to him- 
 felf in theRefuſal of that Adoration to him that was only Due tg 
Cod: And that a whole Nation was now to be Rooted our, 
becauſe they would not be Corrupted into a Violation and 
Contempt of the Divine Laws. The Devotions of the whole 
Multitude were all upon the fame Subject too; deſiring God 
to Vouchſafe them his Protection, and to Avert that Dr eadful 
Judgment from the //-ae/ites, that now hung over their Heads. 
The Queen herſelf Worſhipped likewiſe with her Face Pro- 
ſtrate upon the Ground, after the manner of her Country, in 

a Mourning Weed, and Impoſing upon herſelfa Three-Days 
Abſtinence from either Meat, or Drink, or any other Senſual 
Satisfaction, beſeeching God to move the King's Heart in ba- 
vour of her Mediation for a Miſcrable and a Perſecuted Pco- 
ple, by Rend'ring both her Words, and her Perſon more Ac- 
oe ptable 
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ceptable-than ever, upon this fatal Extremity, to the Confus 
ſion of their Enemies and of all their malicious Deſigns 


upon her poor Countrymen. | 
13 A . . 5 
þ, After Three Days ſpent in a fervent and pious Importuni- 
| ty for Mercy aud Compaſhon from above, the Queen put -· on 
16 * her * Royal Apparel; and with her tu andmaids, leaning 


'* gently upon the one, and the other bearing up her Traing 
me advanced toward the King; her Face being cover'd with 
ſuch a Bluſh as expreſs'd both Grace and Majeſty together, 
butat the ſame Time not without ſome Mixture ailo of doubt» 
ful Apprebenſion ; for upan the Sight of the Kin mounted on 
his Throne, and the Sparkling Glory of his Robes that were 
all over Embroider'd with Gold, Pearl, and precious Stones, 
ſhe was taken all of a ſudden with a Trembling at fo ſurpriz- 
ing a Spectacle: And upon Phancying over and above that 
the King looked upon her as if he were a little Uaeaſy, and 
cout of Humour, ſhe fell into the Arms of one of her Maids ia 
2 direct Swoun. This Accident, by the Intervention of God's 
| Holy Will and Providence, put the Kingiato a F right, for fear 
| 


ſhe might not come to her ſelf again, ſo thai making what 
| Haſte he could from his Throne, he took her into his Arms; 
and with the,kindeſt Words that could be, gave her this Com- 


| fort, that no Advantage ſhould be made of the Law to her 
Prejudice, tho' ſhe came without Calling; for thai was a De- 


-.* rree that extended only to Subjects; wherein ſhe was not at 
all Concern'd, whom he look'd upon as his Companion and 
Partner in the Empire. With theſe Words he put his Volden 
Sceptre into her {lands ; and laying it gently upon her Neck 
ſecur'd her from any turtier Fear or Danger, Upon this Ten- 
- } dQernels both of Love and Aſſurance, coming to the Vie of 
% her Spezch and Reaſon again. Sir, ſays ſhe, it is impoſſible 
for ine to expreſs the Manner of this ſudden Seifure. But I had 
nus ſooner the Awful Appearance of your ſacred Peru and Ha- 
jeſiy in my Eye but my Heart faild me, The Queen accompa- 
2 ny'd theſe Words with ſo Languiihing an Accent, and ſo 
+ weak a Voice, that the lively Repreſentation of what ſhe felt, 
made the King ſtill more ſolicitous to Comfort her; which 
he did in Terms fo Explicite, that he bad her aſk him any 
thing to the one half of his Kingdom, and it ſhould be gi- 
ven her. Ether told him that her Requeſt was only this, 
that he would be pleaſed to take part of a Treat with her that 
Day; which ſhe had provided for him: and permit Ha- 
man to come along with him. Her Suit was Granted an 
To TYAN - the,; 
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they both came; and when the King was in his Cups, and 
in good Humour, he call'd upon his Wife as before, to aſk 
What the pleaſed within that Compatls, and it ſhould be Grants 
ted her. The Queen begg'd the King's Favour for the ſame 
Honour again the Day following at another Entertainment, 
bringing Haman along with him once again ; and ſhe would 


then take the Freedom, the {aid to preſent him her Petition. 


The King was very well plcas'd with the Propoſition : but 
Haman, overjoy'd at it, to find himſelf the only Man that 
was ſinguled out upon fo Honourable an Occaſion, to bear the 
King Company at a Treat ; but in his Pailage Homewards it 
was his Fortune to ſee More the Jew in the King's Palace; 
and takirg notice that he paid him no Sort of Reverence, he 
went to his Wife Zereſh with a Knot of his Friends about him, 
and there told them the whole Storv, how much he was in the 
good Graces of the King and the Queen; how he had Supt 
with them that Day, upon a Particular Invitation, and was 
to be with them to Morrow again upon the ſame Account: 
But Hill after all this, ſays he, The Sawcy Stifneſs of the Jew 
Mordecai /ticks in my Stomach. Why then, ſays Zereſh, let 
me adviſe you what to do. Order a Gallows of Fifty Cubits 
High to be immediately ſet up, and get the King's leave to 
morrow Morning to Hang up Merdecai upon it. Haman took 
his Wife's Counſel, and Commanded his People to Erect ſuch 
a Callous in his own Palace, which he deſigned for the Ex- 
ecution of the 7ew, and the Gibbet was ſet up accordingly. 
But God that Foreſces and Orders all Events, Diſappointed 
wicked Haman in all his impious Hopes and Pur poſes; ; for that 
very * Night, the King finding that he could not Slcep, and 
Accounting it time loſt to lye ale and Waking, choſe rather 
to employ his Thoughts upon ſomewhat that might turn to 
the Advantage of his Government, and ſo Commanded his 
Secretary to bring him his Memorials and Papers of State, as 
well Modern as Ancient, and to-read the Contents of then: 
The King found upon the Reading of them, the Name of a 
Perſon that had great Honours and Poſſeſſions, given him as 


a Reward for a Glorious and a Remarkable Action: And to 


likewiſe of another, that made his Fortune by the Bountics 
of his Prince for his Fidelity; coming at laſt to the Particu- 
lar Story of the Conſpiracy of the Two Eninchs, Binthana and 
Tercſh again!) the Perſon of the King; and of the Diſcovery 
of this Treaſon by Mordecai. Nhe Sceretary rend it over, and 
was paſſing forward to the next; hut the K ing bad him Hold, 
and aſh'd him iF that Perfon had” any Reward given him for 
tis Service. The other made Anſwer, that there was no Re- 
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ward mention'd in the Relation, and ſo the King bad him 
ſtop there; and enquire of the Waiters what Time ot Night 
it Was: and Anſwer being brought that it was break of Day, 
he bad his Secretary go ſee if any of iis Friends were at the 
Palace-Gate, and bring him Word; and whom ſhouid he find 
there but Haman, who was earlier up than ordinary, for fear 
of being too late with his Petition to the King againſt the 
Lif of Mordecai. Word being brought to the King that Ha- 
man Was at the Gate, he Ordered him to be cail'd in; and up- 
on his Entrance into the Lodging, the King ſpake to him at- 
ter this Manner: / know, lays he, that you are the kinacft Friend 
to me in the World; and therefore 1 wouid aſk your Counſel, 
what Mark of Houngur youu would aduiſe me ts beſtuw upon the 
Perſon that I hade the greateſt Dbityation to, imaginabie, nd 
would do it with a Reſpr:ci to my 6wn Royal Dipnity, as well as 


to my Affection. Haman made no doubt ui finding his own In- 


tereſt in his Reſolution to this Queltion, pretuming that this 
Character could nor be intended of any other then of Himferf : 
So Haman gave his Opinion, that the King ſhould Clothe the 


OMan wuom he delired to Hzncur, with his own Royal Appa- 


rel; aunt him upon his wn Horſe ; make him a Preſent of 
a Golden Chain, and then cauſe ſome one or other of his Par- 
ticular Conhdents, and Friends to March before him, as a He 

raid, and make Proclamation all over the City: That % 


hall it be done to the Man that the King veuchſaſes to Honeur, 


Now Human took all this to himſelf, and the King was high- 
ly pleas'd with the Motion; wherefore go, lays he, and take 
the Horſe, the Apparel, and the Chain, and find me out Mordecai 
the jew; dreſs him-up in theſ* Accoutrements ; and when ne is 
Mounted, do you March before him, in the Quality of an Officer, 
10 make the Proclamation ; for you, being my particular Friend, 


are the fitteſt Man both to adviſe withal, aud ts Execute 


Jour own Counſel, I will ds this Honour t9 Mordecat, becaufe 
1am indebted to him for my Life. This Order ſtruck Haman like 
a Thunder-bolt, and it was as little expected: But in this-Con- 
fuſion however, he was fain to go upon the Errand, and a- 
Way he went with the Horſe, the Habit, and the Gold-Chain 
to look for Mordecui; and finding him at the Pa/ace-Gatein 
his Rags of Humiliation, he bad him Strip himſelf of his Sack- 
clath, and put on that Purple, Now the Few, knowing no- 
thing of the matier, took the whole Ceremony for a Meck, 
and treated Human in plain Terms, as a Mean, Iuſalent 
IFretch, to Inſult at that rate over the Miſerable : But upon a 
further rea'oning of the latter, Hamam convinc'd him at 


| aft, that the King had Orilui'd tis Honcur to be done him 
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in Recompence of the Service he had render'd him in the Sa- 
ring of his Life from the Con piracy of the tuo Eunuchs: And 
being this Convinced, he pn -on the Royal Purple, and the 
Goiden-Chain; Mounted the King's Horſe, and took the Tour 
. 6f the City; Haman making Proclamation before him: Tus 
fha!t it be done unto him that the King Honours, Mordecai, al- 
ter this, went to the Xing, Haman ſneaking away ſhameful. 
ty to his own Houle, where he Entertain'd his ſorrowful 
Wife and Friends, with the lamentable Account of what Had 
Paſs'd. Upon the hearing of Circumſtances, they tound thay 
there was no Revenging themſelves upon or decay for Gag 
had taken him into his Protection. | 
As they were in the middle of the Diſcourie came the King's 
 Ennuchs from Eher, to call away Haman preſent! to Supe 
er. One of them, whoſe Name was Subuchadas, taking Nos 
fice of a Gibbet that was Erected there in the Court, aſk'd one 
of the Servants the Meaning ofit; and Underftanding that 
it was prepared for Mardecni, the Qrnrven's Uncle, whom Has 
man had deſign'd to beg of the Xing for ©xecation, he made no 
more Words of it. As they were at Supper, and all Parties 
leas'd with the Entertainment, the King put the former Day's 
Þropoful over again to the Hucen, with an Allurance, that let 
en aſk what ſhe pleas'd, it ſhould not be deny'd her. Upon that 
Occaſion, ſhe fell into a deplorin;s, fad Diſcourſe upon the 
miſerable State and Danger of the cui Nation : and how 
She herſelf, and her Countrymen were all deſign'd for De- 
ſtruction, giving the King to Underſtand that this was the 
Subject ſhe defir'd leave to Speak upon. She did not deſire, 
ſhe ſaid, to give any Tnterruption to his Affairs of State; or 
if it had been ſo Order'd that her Countrymen might have 
only been ſold for Slaves, This Calamity might have paſs'd 
et for Tolerable : So that ſhe had only this Suit to move him 


in, that he would be pleas'd to put a Stop to the Imminent 


Deſtruction that was otherwiſe to be Executed upon the 
Whole Race. The King call'd out preſently to know who it 
was that had any ſuch Deſign a-Foot. The Queen made An- 
fixer, without minching the Matter, that Haman was the 
Author of that Advice; and that he did it out of an Impulſe 
of pure Malice to the People. This Diſcourſe put the King 
out of Humour, and ſo he withdrew from the Treat into the 


Garden. Haman by this Time found the Storm a-coming, 
and began to apply himſelf to the Queen, with Acknowledg- 


5 ments of his Miſtakes, and Deſire of Pardon ; and caſting 
himſelf upon the Bed by her, as in a way of Humiliation and 
6G FO Reſpect. 


—— — 
9 = 4 9 - T% — 


0 * 


* 


3 
8. 4 
6 8 
2 
y 
7 3%» 
N 
1 
. 
24 
7 
: 


* 


* 


2 > Wn; * 

S es 7 oath BITC 
; : 

cr 


Io fog. 
3 
r 


| jy 
2 
n 


r e 
VVV 
e <7 


r 
8 


G Dae 4 FI 9 . 


* 


Book XI. IE WI au AnTIQUITIES. 695 
Reſpect. The King returning it the ſame Time, and ſeeing 
*<Haman in that Poſture upon the B-d, was more Irritated by 
that Circumſtance than by all the reſt ; calling him the Ba- 
ſeſt and the Wickedeſt of Men, for fo Inſolent an Attempt 
upon the Honour of his Wife, Theſe Words were accom- 
pany'd with ſuch a Fierceneſs of Tone and Action, that Ha- 
man was directly out of his Wits at the Hearing of them, 
and not one Syllable to ſay for himſelf. Upon this, the Fu- 
nuch, before-mentioned, told the King of a Gibbet of Fifty Cu- 
bits in Heighth that Haman had ſet-up for Mordecai in his own 
Court, as he underſtood by one of his Servants, when he was 
there to give him an Invitation to Supper. The King immedi- 
ately took up a Reſolution of Inflicting the ſame Puniſhment 
upon Haman, that he had prepar'd for Mordecai; and fo 
* Ordered him immediute y to be Hang'd upon the ſame Gibbet. 


' T cannot paſs over this wonderful Harmony of trrovidences, 


without a Remark upon the Almighty Power, and the Ad- 
mirable Juſtice and Wiſdom of God; not only in bringing 
Haman to his deſerved Puniſhment, but entrapping him in 
the very Snare he had laid for another; and turning a ma- 
licious Invention upon the Head of the Inventer. 

This was the End of Haman, the wieked Abaſer of the 
King's Goodneſs and Bounty. His Body was deliver'd up to 
Juſtice, and his Eſtate given to the Unucen, * The Queen had 
by this Time mide it known to the King that Mardecai was 
her Kinſman : So that he fent for him, and deliver'd him 
the ſame Ring that Haman had been entruſted with before, 
The Poſſeſſions of Haman, that the King had granted to the 
Queen, ſhe beſtow'd upon Mordecai: and then made it her 
Requelt to his Majeſty, that he would deliver the eus out 


of that Apprehenſion for their Lives, that was yet upon them; 
minding him of the Letters that Haman, the Son of Ammzs 


aatha, had diſperſed in his Name all over the Empire; making 


Declaration, that her own Life depended upon the Safety of 


her Country and her Relations. The King gave her his Roy 
al Word, that nothing ſhould be done to the Jews without 
Her Privity and Good Will; and he gave her further Liber» 
ty to write what ſhe thought fir, concerning the eus, in 
His Name, and the Letters ſhould be Sign'd and Scal'd, and 
diſperſt by his Order throughout all his Dominious: And 
when they ſhould once come to be Confirm'd by the Royal 
Signature, their Authority would paſs without any Diſpute or 


Contradiction ; wherefore the King apppointed his Scribe an 


Secretaries to Attend him; commanding them to Write Let 
Yy 4 Lars 
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ters on the Behalf of the ZFews, to the Magiſtrates of All the 
Nations that lie betwixt India, and Fthiopia, under the Com- 


mand of an Hundred and Seven and Twenty Coverncurs. Of 
which Letters, This! is a True * 


Artaxerxes, the 85 reat Ring. to our Tiuſty Magi- 
ſtrates, Greeting. 


Fo Hereas it is a Common Practice in the World for Men + 
that are advanced, rather upon Favour, than Merit, Wy 
not only to 1Injuit over their Infericurs, but to fly in the Faces os 
even of their Bene factors themſelves ; and as much as in them 
lies, to extinguiſh al! Senſe of Gratitude, or good Nature in 
humane Society; perverting alſo, out of a Pride, and /11p5- 105 
 Fency of Mind, the Power and Credit that was given them, to Wy 
the Diſhoncur of their Patrens, frem whem they receiv'd it : The 
Ana a'l this under ſuch an 4ppearavce too, as if they thought AY 
God himjelf cou'd not fee thorou:h the Diſguiſe , Beſide that, 3s 
it is no new hing neither, for State-Minions 70 oratiſy their 
own private Paſji ons to the Prejudice of their Maſters, by 
miſrepreſenting Things, and Alen, and calumniating the luns- 
. cent ; and by theſe ill Offices with the Prince, to put Honeſt 
Men in Danger of their Lives. I do not ſpeak this upon Hiſ- 
fory or Hear-ſay, but upon the Certainty of what I have ſeen 
with my own Eyes, and upon Proof, not Rumenr : It herefcre 
let no Heed be given for the ſuture io bare Accuſations, or, in 
iruth, Slaaders rather; but let the Fatt be firiftly Exanmin'd, 
and the Perſen Accuſed be either Acquitted or Puniſh'd, as he 
ſhall be found Innocent, or Guilty. 
It is well known that Haman, the Son of: Ammedatha, was 
by Extraction an Amalekite, and not a Perſian, with what 
Tenderneſs of Affection and Hoſpitality I receiv'd him ; what 
: Honours I conferr'd upon him, even to the Degree of 3 
and Eſceming him as my Father ; Commanding all my Su 
jects to pay a Reverence, next in Order to what they ought to 
my own Perſon. Now this Man was fe intoxicated with the 
Fumes of his Vanity and Weakneſs, that paſſing all the Mea- 
Jures of Scoricty and Duty, he improved the Power [ gave him, 
o far as in him lay, toward the Supplanting of me in my King- 
dom; and the Deſiroying of that Perſon by treacherous Prac- 
tices, to whom I ſtand Indebted for my Life, and Government, 
1 ſpeak of 1 my Benefactor and Preſerver ; and of 
my deareli Wife the Queen like vv iſe, whem I tender as the One 


of 


» 
4 
5 
2 
1 * 
7 
* 
Ia 
9 
ek 
* 
Tk 
; 1 
wy 
e 
3 
%% 
7 
"=o 
2 
b 7 
N 
1 
; 
2 
1 
2 
5 
4 in 
* g 
5 ix 
* 
Ak 
L242 
1 s 
5 
N 
Fo 
- * 
75 
** 
Get 
* 
EL 
Tc 
1 7 
DN 
* 
* 
9 
* 
2 
* 
9 
"= 
is 
: wv 
150 - 
x} 
* 
70 
* 
1 
A 
8 
1 
15 
"3 
4 
4 
, 4 
5 
1 
hy * 
* Fl 
. 5 
&- 
Ky 
4 


* i 
5 


* 


9 


. Eller 8. 


Book XI. Jzwisn ANTI CU Ir Ia. . G7 


half of my own Soul, and my Partner in the Empire: His 
Plot being in the firſt Place perfidiouſly to attempt upon the 
Lives of my moſt neceſſary Friends, and then to ſeize my Roy 
al Authority to his own Uſe, | 
N:w forſmuch as the lewd Deſigans of this wicked Man are 
unqueſtionably notorious, and particularly his bloody and bare 
barous Contrivance for the total Extirpation of the Jews; Shis 
is to Nitify and Declare, that I find theſe People fb far from 
troubleſ.me or ſeditious, as he repreſents them, that an the 
contrary, I do highly approve of their Inſtitutions, Ways and 
Manners, as a People worſhipping the ſume God ; to whoſe 
Bounty and Protection our Family ſtands indebted both for the 
Poſſeſſion and Preſervation of our Empire. It is therefore 
' Wa Koya! Pl-aſure, by theſe Preſints not only to diſcharge the 
paid Perple of al! the Pains and Pena/ties to which they were 
= mad: liabe by our Letters communicated to you by the Hand 
% Haman; but /ikewiſe, the ſaid Mandate notwithſtanding 
that you treat thrm with all Manner of Gentleneſs and Res 
3 /{p:&t; having caulcd the 4uthor of this malicious Perſecutien, 
* with his whole Fami'y, to be put to Neath upon a Gibbet be- 
fore the Gates of Sula, as a molt neceſſary Sacrifice to Divine 
Fuſtice. * 
This is alſo further to will and require you, that you forth» 
with diſpatch Copies of theſe cur Letters thorough all our Do- 
2 minions; permitting the Jews to live in a peaceable Enjoys 
ment of their own Laws; and that you give them your Aid 
and Afſiſrance toward the wvindicating of themſelves upon 
2» thoſe that ſpitefully and injuriouſly oppreſs'd them in their Ad- 
Z verſity : And whereas the preciſe. Time appointed for the Ut- 
= ter Extermination and Deſtruction of theſs People was to have 
been upon the thirteenth Day of the twe'frh Month, or the 
Month of Adar; it is cur Pleaſure, that you pitch upon the 
"8 fame Month and Day, for the Work of their Deliverance, as 
4 Circumſtance the moſt agreeable to the Methods of God's 
Power and Juſtice : not doubting but that this Way of Pro- 
38 ceeaing will be much th the Satisfaction of all cur Friends, 
and the Example of it ſtand upon Record to Poſterity for @. 
= Monumental Caution to all Traitors in Time to come. And be 
it likewiſe known to all our (ities, Towns, and People herem 
concerned, that what Perſon ſœever ſhall preſume either by 
Diiſobedieuce, or Neglect, to act in anyThing contrary to the 
8 Tenvour of this cur Imperial Command, he ſhall be liable ts 
Military Execution by Fire and Sword, whereof all our Sub- 
Liecdts are to take lluruius and the jews ta be in à Readineſs 
* = i as 
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at the Time aſſigned, to do themſelues Right upon their Eue- 


There were Couriers immediately ſent Expreſs with theſe 
Letters to all Quarters. Merdecai in the mean while coming 
Forth out ofthe Palace in the State of his Royal Robe, his Crown, 
and Golden Chain; the Fews preſently interpreted his Appear- 
ance in that Pomp and Magnificence, as a common Bleſſing | 
to them all: and their Joy was fo great in all other Places up- 
on the Publication of the King's Letters, that far and near 

it wrought upon them, as if every Man were animated with Yi 
a'new Soul. Nay, and this Grace of the King's had fo pow- 5 
erſul an Influence and Effect, even upon other Nations, that 
many of them circumciſed themſelves, in Hope they might 
* ape better under the Diſguiſe of eus, who were highly e- 
Jevated by the King's aſſigning them the ſame Day for their 
Revenge, that had been deſign'd for their Execution; that 5 
is to ſay, the thirteenth Day of the twelfth Month, Which 
the Hebrews call Adar, and the Macedonians, Dy/trus. Upon 
the obtaining of this Mandate, the Princes, Governours, Ma- 
iſtrates, and Lieutenancies did all pay a more than ordinary 
— to the eus, for Fear of the Power of Mordecai. 
- Upon the publiſhing of this Edict, the eus put five Hun- 
dred of their Enemies to the Sword at Szſa, and the King 

ſhew'd the Queen the Number of them; but there was no A 

Account taken as yet, of thoſe that were lain elſewhere. Sc 

he put it to her if the would require any Thing more, for he 

was teſolved to deny her nothing. Her Requeſt was then, 
that the 7eus might have one Days Revenge mor: upon their 
Enemies, and that the Ten Sons of Haman might be hang'd 
upon the Ga//ows, which the King granted alſo for the Day 
following, without any Contradiction, or Delay. So that 
they gather'd in Troops together upon the fourteenth, and 

Killed near three Hundred more of their Adverſaries, with= - 

out ſo mnch as touching any of their Goods; but upon the 

Game Heat, in other Places up and down the Empire, they 
+/ gdeſtroy'd ſeventy five Thouſand of thoſe that they accounted 
'theit Enemies. This Slaughter was made upon the thirteenth : 

And on the Day following they feaſted; and fo at Su/a alſo, 

they celebrated the fourteenth of the following Month as a 

Feſtival : and,theſtWays are (till obſerved by the Fews with 
ke ſame Solemnity, regaling one another, by Way of Com- 

Pliment, with ſome Prefent, or Portion of the Entertainment. 
| | Mor- 
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1 Mordecai, upon this, ſent his Orders to all the Fews under 
WM the Dominion of Artaxerxes, requiring them to obſerve 
fthoſe Days for Fe/tiva's, and to tranſmit the Vbſervance of 
them to Poſterity, and ſo to make it everlaſting, for the 

| perpetual Memory of the Thing; for it was but reaſonable 

to celebrate their Neliverance by a Solemnity of Rejoicing 
upon the fame Day that was by the Treachery of Hamany 
appointed for the aſſacre, and to make i a Day of Thankfe 
giving, in Memory, as well as of their being freed from the 
Danger, as of having their Enemies given up into their 
Hands. pon this Account it is, that thoſe Days are obs 
ſerv'd which they call Phrur&a, or Purim, that is to ſay, 
Feaits of Conſervation, Mordecai, all this while, was a Man, 
of great Power with the King, both in reſpeR of his Admi- 
niſtration, being near his yerſon, and as an Aſſiſtant and 
Companion to the Queen. The affairs of the cus profs 
per'd under their Direction and Favour, beyond all Expece 
tation: And let this ſuffice for the Hiſtory of our People 


under 1rtaxerxes. 


W W | — wm — — 

; 4 John, the High-Priet, Alls his Brother Jeſus in the 
* Temple. Manaſles, the Brother of Jaddus the High- 
Prieſt, Marries the Daughter of Sanbal lat. 


= A FTER the Death of Eliaſib the High-Prie/?, his Son 
; Mp Judas, by an hereditary Right, ſucceeded to the Office; 
> and after his Deceaſe, came on in Courſe his Son John, who 
uas the Occaſion of the Violation, and the Prophanation of 
z the Temple afterward by Bagoſes, the Commander in chief 
of the Troops of Ariaxerxes; impoſing a Tribute allo up- 
e an the Jews, obliging them to allow out of the publick Treas 
ſure, fifty Drachma's a Day for every Lamb they ſacrificed, 
f before they enter'd upon their daily Offerings ; which Im- 
KI poſition came thus to be brought on. John had a Brother 
IF whole Name was Jeſus, and Bageſ-s being very much his 
4 Y Friend, took upon him the advancing of Feſus to the Ponte 
» MM ficat. Feſus depended fo much npongthis Aſſurance, that 
he took the Liberty to enter into a Wrangle with his Bro- 
— Nes - - * 5 
- ther in the Temple itſelf, upon this Subject; and the Con- 
_ teſt went ſo far, that his Brother, in a Rage, ſet upon him, 
and kill'd him: The oreateſt Aﬀront to Religion certainly 


1 at ever was committed ; eſpecially by & Frick: And = 


1 
> 
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the further Aggravation of the Scandal, it was beyond all 
Preſident, either among the Greeks , or Barbarians ; but God 


would not ſuffer fo audacious an Affront to ſcape unpuniſh'd. 
Now the People loſt their Liberty for it, and the Perſians 


prophaned the Temple, for fo ſoon as che News of it came 
to Bagoſes, that the High-Pric/t had ſpilt the Blood of his 
Brother in che very Temple, he call'd out to the Jews in 
Contempt and Indignation. Impudent Wretches, ſays he, to 
make a Shambles of the Place of your Worſhip ! at the fame 
Time prefling to get into the Temple; but being oppos'd in 
his Paſſage. hat! ſays he, do you look upon my livi ing Bo- 
dy to be fouler than the Carcaſe that lies here withia ? and 
with theſe Words forced his Way. Upon this Occaſion, he 


kept a ſevere Hand over the Jews for ſeven Tears: But after 


* 
F * \ 
7 i 

7 . 


the Death of 7ehn, his Son Faddus came to the Prieſthood. 
This Zaddus had a Brother, whoſe Name was Manaſjes, to 
whom Sanba/lat, underſlanding Jeruſalem to be a famous 
City, and that the Fings of it had put the Syrians and Aſſy- 
rians to many Pifficulties, frankly gave his Daughter + Ni- 
caſà in Marriage, as a Teſt and Earneſt of the Amity he pro- 
Pounded to himſelf with the Jews. This was that Sanbal- 
lat that govern'd Samaria, under the laſt Darius, a Chuthite 
bern, from whence the Samaritans had their Originals. 


** 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Alexander the Great carries the Mar out t of Europe in- 
to Aſia: Breaks the Perſian Empire; and when it 


das expected be ſbould have deſtroy'd Jeruſalem, he 


treated the Jews with all Tenderneſs and Reſpect. A 


T was about this Time, that Philip the King of Macedon 
was treacherouſly murder'd in the City of Egæa, by 


+ 


Parſanias, the Son of Ceraſtes, of the Family of Creſtes. 


exander the Son ſucceeded the Father; and croſſing the 


Helleſpont, gave Darius a notable Overthrow at the River 
. Granicus, After which, he ſubdu'd Lydia, and Iania; and 


paſſing his Army thorough Caria, he enter'd into Pamphylia, 


as is ſaid elſewhere. - 


The Elders of Jeruſalem were at this Time very much 
unſatisfy'd with the Brother of Jaddus the High-Prie/?, for 


taking to Wife a SIrange Homan : Inſomuch, that the Dii- 
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guſt they had, ſtopt little ſnort of a Tumult; for it look'd 
lize a Step toward the Antiguating of thei: Country's Laws 
about Marriages; and that if they ſuffer'd it to go on, it 
would come by little and little, to a Cuſtom, Neither had 
they lorgotten that this very Thing was the Cauſe of their 
former Captivity ; and of all the Calamities that enſu'd upon 
it: That is to lay; the Tranlgreflivn that drew thoſe Judg- 
ments upon them, was the marrying of Women that were 
not of their own Extraction; and therefore they poſitively 
required, that Manaſes ſhould either diſmiſs his Wife, or 
ſerve no more at the Altar. But the High-Prieſt and the 
People, being mov'd with Indignation, after this would not 
| ſuffer Manaſſes to officiate at the Altar; whereupon he went 
to 5anbaliat, his Father-in-Law, with a Profeſſion of the in- 
finite Love he had for his Daughter ; but at the ſame Time, 
he could not ſubmit to loſe his Prieſthaod and Honour that 
was annex'd to his Family, and ihe higheſt of all others in 
Fiteem among the Jews, for the Sake of a Wife, though 
never ſo excellent. Sanballat told him, upon this, that he 
would undertake, not only to ſecure him the Exercile of the 
Function; but advance him to the Pentificat, and eſtabliſh 
him Prince of the whole Country, upon Condition of owns 
ing his Daughter for his Wife; and that he would build a 
Temple for him, upon Mount Carizin that overlooks Sama- 
Yiu, and the reſt of the Mountains thereabouts, not inferior 
to that at Jeruſalem. And this he took upon him to ſee eſ- 


fected by the Conſent of Darius himſelf. Manaſſes depend- ' 


ed ſo abſolutely upon this Aſſurance, that he made no doubt 
at all of the Performance, and ſo he continu'd with his Fa- 
ther. Sunballat was now in Years; and finding a great ma- 
ny Rrie/ts and Iſraelites hamper'd in ſuch Matches, the State 
of Ferrſalem was not a little troubled at it; for all thoſe ir- 
regular People went over to /Manafſes Sanballat farniſhing 
them with Money, Honlies, Land and Stock; and all to ſup- 
port the Ambition of his Son-in-Law. 8 
Upon the News of Alexander's paſſing the Helleſpont, and 
the famous Victory he had obtained at the River Cranicus g 
Darius, to prevent his further Progreſs, drew together all 
the Force he could make, both Horſe, and Foot, to oppoſe 
his Paſſage ; with a Reſolution to give the Macedonians Bat- 
tle before they ſhould over-run the whole %a, which they 
propounded to-do. So that having paſs'd the Euphrates 
with his Army, and likewiſe Taurus a Mountain in Cilicia; 
| he 
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he put himſelf there in Order, with a Reſolution to fight 
the Enemy in that Province, Sanba//at was not a little com- 
forted with this Advance of Darius; and in a ful! Confi- 
dence of Succeſs, told anaſſes that every Thing ſhould be 
made good that he had promis'd him, fo ſoon as the Kin 
ſhould Return; for ho was fully perſuaded, and all the 4/1» 
aticks were oi his Opinion too, that the Macedonians with 
their Handful of Men would never ſtand the firſt Shock. 
But in the Event they found their Miſtake ; for upon the 
Armies Joining, Darius was iotally routed ; a. great Part of 
his Army loſt ; his Mother, Wife and Children rritoners, 
and himſclf forc'd to fly into Perſia. Aſ/cxander, in the 


mean Time marched into Syria; took Damaſcus and Sydon, 


and laid Siege to Tyre ; writing al'o to the High-Prieft of 
the Fews, that he expected the ſame Aſſiſtance from them, 
which they had before allow'd to Darius, and that they 
ſhould provide a Market for the Supply of his Army, where 
he might have Neceſſaries for his Money; aſſuring them 
that they ſhould have no Reaſon to repent the Reſpett. The 
Anſwer the High-Prie// return'd, was briefly this; that 
they had bound themſelves by an Cath to Darius, never to 
"bear Arms againſt him, and that they were 1y'd up by that 


Obligation during his Life. Alexander was highly incenled 


at this Return; but went on with the Siege of Tyre, making 
no doubt but to be ſuddenly Maſter of it; with terrible Me- 
naces, that upon the reducing of that Place he would March 
againſt the High-Pric/t bimſe f, and give all People to un- 
gerſtand, how far Caths were to be broken, or kept, Alex- 
aner, that was indefatigable, took Tyre by A/Jault ; and 
went thence to beſiege Gaza, a Perſian Cariſon, and one Ba- 
Seme/es the Governour of it. 

But to return now to the Bus'neſs of Sanballat: When he 
found that Alexander was before Tyre, he took that Opportu- 
Hity of going over to him with eight Thoufand of his own 
Men, and fo betock himſelf to the Enemy's Camp; deliver 
Ing up his Truſt, and transferring his Allegiance from Da- 
Fins to Alexander, who received him with open Arms, and 


dad him ſpeak freely whatever he had to ſay, So Sanballat 


told him, that he had a Son-in-Law whoſe Name was 1a» 


aſſes, the Brother of Faddus, the High-Prieſt of the eus: 


and great Numbers of that People following him, that defi» 
red nothing more than Leave to build a Temple in that Pro- 
vince : ſetting forth alſo, that it would be Alexander's In- 
fere/? to permit it; if it were but to divide the Power of 
the Zews, and to prevent Commotions: for they are vaſtly 
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numerous, and as likely to be troubleſome to ether Kings, 
as they were formerly to the Syrians. This Boon was no 
ſooner granted, but they were immediately, all Hands at 
Work, upon the Building of the Temple: Manaſſes to be 
the High-Prie/t, and the Honour to deſcend to the Poſteri« 
ty of Sanballat's Daughter, as he projected to himſelf; but 
after ſeven Months Time ſpent before Tyre, and two more 
at Gaza, Sauballat dy'd, and Alexander prefently upon the 
taking of Gaze, advanced to Feruſa.em ; which put Jaddus 
the High-Prieſt to his Wit's End, how to behave himſelf in 
an Addrels to a Prince whom he had ſo highly provoked by 
a Refuſal to comply with his Orders: Wherefore he ap- 
pointed publick Prayers and Sacrifices to be offer'd up to 
- God for his Aſſiſtance and Protection, and for the common 
Welfare of the People. On the Night following God ap- 
| pear'd to the High-Prieft in a Dream, bidding him be of 

good Courage ; dreſs up the Gity with Flowers and Garlands, 
and without more ado, to open the Gates; the People to 
march out in white Garments to meet Alexander; and him- 
felf with the reſt of the Priefts, in the Habits of their Order; 
depending upon Providence for the reſt. 7eddus, upon 
Waking, told the Citizens with great Joy the Subſtance of 
this Revelation ; and ſo put every Thing in Order to attend 
the Approach of the King. Upon Intelligence a little white 
after, that he was drawing near toward the Town, 7addus 
advanced, together with his Prieſts, and the Citizens, in à 
new, and a venerable Way of Pomp and Solemnity, to a 
Place that is called Sapha : and that is to ſay, a Placr 
/ Proſpect, becauſe it commands the View of both City 
and Temple. The Phenicians and Chaldeans promis'd 
themſelves all the Licence of Blood and Pillage upon the 
High-Prielt himſelf, as well as upon the Citizens, that Rage 
or Revenge could draw from a victorious Prince under the 
Senſe and Provocation of the Affront he had received: Bur 
in the Event, they found the clear contrary ; for when > 
lexander (aw from a Diſtance the Order of the Proceſſion ; 
the People all in White, with the Prieſts in the Head of them 
in their Si/ken Robes ; and the High-Prie/ſt himſelf in his 
Purple Stole, emiroider'd with Cold; his Mitre upon his 
Fead ; and a Golden Plate upon his Forehead, with the Name 
of God Engraven upon it; the Majeſty of this Spectacle 
ſttruck him with ſo reverend an Awe, that he advanced to 
him in his own ſingle Perſon; ador'd the ſacred Inſcription, 
and faluted the High-Prict himſelf: all the cus, at the 
fame Time, with ene Heart and Voice, ſhouting out Acela- 
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3 to Alexander, and gathering in lultitudes about bim. 
he Kings of Syria, and the reſt that were there Preſent, were 
fo Amazed at the King's Behaviour, that they could hardly 
take him to be in his Kight Senſes ; but only Parmenio took 
the Freedom to aſk him, in a familiar W ay. How it came to 
paſs that He that was Ador'd by the Whole Earth ſhould now 
deicend to Bow to a Fewi/h Prieſt ? No, ſays Alexander, I do 
not Adore the Man, but the God that he ſerves; for ſome time 
pait, when I was in Dien in Macedonia, I ſaw this Man I 
remember, and in this very Habit. I was then delibcrating 
what Courſe I ſhould take to conquer ia, and this very 
Perſon bad me pa's my Army over the River ; and be conh- 
dent that if I would take his Counſel, I ſhould make my ſelf 
Maſter of the Per/ian Empire. Now upon the View of this 
Man, and in this Habit, I call to mind my Dream ar ion, and 

that this i is the lively Figure of what I ſaw there in a Viſion, 
and of the Perſon that Encourag'd me to this Expedition : 
So that it is not without a Divine Impulſe that I undertake 
this War; and I make no doubt at all of Gaining my Point 
upon the Perſians, and ſucceeding in all Things to my With, 
After this Diſcourſe to Par enio, the King En:brac'd Jaddus, 
and was conducted into the City by the rell of the Prieſts, 
where he went up to the Temple, and Sacrificed in Form, 


according to Order, paying alſo a ſingular Veneration to the 


High-Prieſt himſelf; who ſhew'd the King, when the Cere- 
mony was over, the Book of the Prophet Daniel, and in it, the 
Prediction of a certain Greek in Time to come, that ſhould 
make himſelf Maſter of the Perſian Empire; which Alexander 
interpreted of Him/e/f : and ſo with great Satisfaction in all 
Reſpects, he diſcharg'd the Multitude till the Day following; 
at which Time, he call'd them together again, to know what 
Requeſt they had to make him. The High-Prie/t made An- 
ſwer, that they only deſir'd his Leave to enjoy the Freedom of 
their own Country-Laws, and that they might be Exempted 


Lom the Seventh-Years Tribute ; which was all granted them, 
They beſought him farther alſo, to Allow the fame Freedom 


to the eus in Babylon and Media, which he granted like- 
wiſe : Offering them moreover, that it any of them had a 
Mind to take-up Arms in his Service, they ſhould be recei- 
ved into his Army, and enjoy the Liberty of Exerciſing 
their Religion, as before; which Generoſity brought Num- 
bers of the 7eus over to him. 

Matters being thus ſettled at Jeruſalem, A'exander Marched 
with his Army from Place to Place among the Neigh. bouring 


Cities; and wherever he came be was well Received. The. 
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Samaritans, whoſe Capital at that Time was Sichem, near 
the Mountain Cariziu, and Feopled by Zoaurſh Deſerters, 
taking Notice how honourably Aicæander treated the /ews, 
began now to bethink themſelves of Packing about again, 
and returning to their former Poile' on; tor theie Pcopie 
are of a Humour, as we have ſaid already, when the Zews 
are in Affliction, They are Strangers to ws, they cry, We 
have nothing to do with them and they ſpeak the Truth too, 
But now, ſo ſoon as ever they come iuto Credit again, ti cy 
are all of a Frate: nity preſently, and value themſcives upon 
the very Heraldry of their Deſcent from 7«/ p, and his 
Sons, Manaſſeh and Ephraim. Acxa ider was hardly out of 
the City, when the Szichemites, in great Pomp and are, 
and with wonderful Joy ia their Looks, preſented them les 
before him in Company with th. Troops that S % al 
| ſent over to him; making Suit to the king, that he & uld 
| vouchſafe to Honour their City and ſemp e with his Pretcne: 


who tpake them all fair, and promilec to give tem a Viſit 
, | at his Return; but upon their debiring as lumunity of the 
- | Sevenrth-Years Tribute, as the other, 11 revard that they did 
„ not ſow in that Year, Alexander aiked what Couniry-m:n 
, the Petitioners were? They told him ty were Hebrews ; 
, but that they were called Sichemites by the Sydouians. be 
2 Que ſtion was put to them again, Whether they were Few 
; or Not? They ſaid no: Whereupon ſays {exander, / have 
C granted this to the Jews: But however, when come hack a- 
4 gain, 1 ſhall do what I think reaſònab e, upon a fuer infor- 
r mation ef the Matter + and fo the Sichemites were diſmis'd; 
I but he took Sanballat's Men along with him into Egypt, al- 
3 loting them a Diſtribution of Lands to live upon there; 
_t 


WY which they had afterward in Thebes, where they were put 
1* in Gariſon. ; 


df After the Death of Alexander, the Empire was parted a- 
d WK mong his Succeſſors, only the Temple by Carizin remained: 
2 WW wizcuch'de: And if at any Time the Few: at Feruſalem were 
m found Guilty of the Violation of their Laws, as in eating 
- Forbidden Meats, the Breach of the Sabbath, or the like 
a they took Senqtuury with the Sichemites, upon a Fretence 
1 that they were unjuſtly accus'd. Abcut this Time the High- i 
18 Prieſt Jaddus dy'd ; and Gnias, his Son, fuccecded kim in 
m- the Dignity. This is all vc ſhall ſay of the State of Feru- 
ſalem at that Tizas, ; Lo 
ed 
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After the Death of Alexander, his Generals ſhare the 
Fimpire. Ptolomy ſurpriſes Jeruſalem; Tranſplants 
divers Colonies of Jews into Egypt, and employs 
them in Places of great Truſt. The Jews of Jerula- 
lem, and the Samaritans are perpetually in War, 


HEN Alexander King of Macedon had made him- 
ſelf abſolute Maſter of the Perſian Empire, and 
ſettled the Affairs of the Fews, as we have ſhew'd 

already, he departed this Life, and left the Empire broken, 
and parcell'd out into ſo many Principalities. Aſia fell to 
Antigonus. Babylon, with the Countries bordering upon it, 
to Seleucus, The Helleſpont to Lyſimachus ; Macedon to 
* Ca/ſſander ; and Egypt to Ptolomy, the Son of Lagus. Up- 
on this Diviſion, there enſued à long War betwixt theſe ſe- 
veral Princes, who were all Competitors for the Sovereign 
Command of the hole, to the Ruin of ſeveral conſiderable 
Cities, and the Loſs of a great many Lives, The whole 
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* In rbe EP cf Joſephus "tis Calander. But the true Reading is 
Calſander; as Mr, Sganbeim has ſhewn. | | | 
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Tract of Syria was abundantly ſenſible of this Miſery, un- 
der the Government of Ptolomy, other wiſe called The Sa vi- 
our, (though never any Man had leſs Pretence to that Title, 
then himſelf.) This was he that got into Feruſalem by 4 
Trick; that is to ſay, upon a Sabbath-day, under a Colour 
of Devotion, and then treacherouſly poſleſs'd himſelf of the 
City without any Oppoſition, Difficulty, or ſo much as the 
leaſt Apprehenſion of any Danger from him: This being a 
Day of Reſt, over and above; which made his Entrance as 


caſy, as his Adminiſtration afterwards was tyrannical and bar- 


barous. Agatharchides the Cnydian, ſays much the ſume 
Thing in his Hiſtory of the Succeſſors of Alexander, when 


he imputes the Loſs of our Country and Liberties to the Va- 


nity of our Superſtition. His Words are theſe. 

There are a People, ſays he, that are known by the Naw: of 
Jews, and have their Habitation in a ſtrong and populous Ci- 
ty, called Jeruſalem. Theſe Men fell into the Hau- - 
lemy, and ſubjected themſelves to a cruel Slavery unon a 
Phantaltical Scruple of Conſcience, that would not ſuffer them 
to take up Arms againſt an OppreſJer in their own Defence up- 
on that Day. This is what Agatharchides delivers concern- 
ing our Brethren, But Ptolemy carry'd away a great many 
Captives out of the Mountainous Part of Zudea, from about 
Ferufalem, Samaria, and the Mountain Garizir, which he 
tranſported into Zgypt : And then reflecting upon the Sa- 
credneſs of an Oath among the Fews, by their Fidelity to 
Darius, even after his Overthrow ; notwithſtanding the 
Summons, and the Invitation of Aexander to come over to 
him: he diſpoſed of them into Strong-holds, Garriſons, and 
Places of Truſt upon their Oath of Fidelity to be true to him 
and his Succeſſors; granting them allo Immunities and Pri- 
vileges in Alexandria, in Common with the Macedonians 


themſelves. So that betwixt the Temptation of Prolemys 


Liberality on the one Hand, and the Pleaſure and Conveni- 
ence of a fruitful Country on the other; there came over 
great Numbers cf Jews into Ægypt from other Parts alſo. 
But the ews and the Samaritans could never be reconcil'd 


yet upon the Subject of their anctent Laws and Conſtituti- 


ons: the one inſiſting upon it, that the Temple at Feruſſelem 


was the only Holy Place, and the Fewvs not allowed to fend 


their Sacrifices any whither elſe; the other ſaying as much 


Deal of Blood ſpilt upon this Queſtion, 


for the Temple at Carizin: inſomuch that there was a great 
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i * Proter my Phi'ade!ph us 2 Hundred and Twenty 7 hows 
f 


ana cs at Liberty He ſends for Seve ny 1 cho- 
Ven 1 erſons cut of Judea. to turn the Jewilh Laws in- 
to Greek. He makes a Preſent of K:ch Dorativis to 
the 'l empie, ard treats the Deputies with a Magn: 


Aceuce ſunable to tis C1 eutneſs, 


67 - bo the Death of Ptolemy (The Saviour, as they call'd 
him) Ph:/ade/prus the Son ſacc.eded in Courſe to the 
Kingdom of #gypt. He Keigned nine and thirty Years, and 
gave Orders for the tranſlating of the Law into the Greck 
*} orgue, There were at that Time Captives in Egypt, to the 
Number of a, Hundred and twenty Thouſand eus, Which 
this Phi ade plus commanded to be ſet at Liberty upon this 
following Occalion. Demetrius Phalart us having under his 
Care and Cuſtody the Truſt of the King's Library, took-up a 
Curioſity to try if he could get a Collection of all Books that 
1 were any where Extant at what rate ſoever. This Fancy 
4 * Was his particular Inclination: So that he bought-up all the 
—_ choice books that he could hear of, which he thought might 
be worthy of a Place in the King's Study and Good Opinion. 
Phi'ade!phus aſking one Time how many Thouſand Vo!lumeshe 
thought he had got? he told him, ſome two Hundred Thou- 
and; but that he hop'd in a ſhort Time to make them ive 
| Hundred Thouſand : for he was certainly inform'd that there 
were a World of Ch ice Manuſcripts among the Jews, con- 
cerning their Laws, Cuſtoms, and Ceremonies, that are very | 
well worth the Reading, and the Honour of a Place, alſo in 
the Roya/ Library ; - bat bein g Writtch in their own Language 
. and Characters, it would be a Matter of great Difficulty and 
= Trouble to turn them into Greek. For though there may ſeem 
= to be ſome Reſemblance and Afﬀinity berwixt the Language 
and the Writing of the one and of the other, there are yet ſe- | 
veral Niceties peculiar to cach, and diftintt from the other. 
Not, ſays he, that this is to diſcourage the Turning of them 
out of the Hebrew, and the depoſiting of them in the Royal | 
Collection, fo long as there is wherewithal to anſwer the Ex- 
pence. The King bighly commended this Project of Deme- 


trius upon ſuch a Collection of Bool s, and wrote tothe High- 
Prieſ 


. SeeVarſiiur's Piel. to his Af cd. io ine Bock De Sepiuagint. Interpret. 
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Prieſt of the cus to give him his Aſſiſtance in the providing 
of theſe Copies. There was on< tu,, particular Con- 
fident of the King's, a Man of great Modeſty ; and upon that 


Account he had his Maſter's Eur with th: more Freedom, 
This ſame Ari/teus had ita long Time in bis Heart to get 
the 7ews ſet at Liberty; and laying hald of this Occaſion 
as the moſt decent Opportuaitv of moving the King about it, 
he went in the firſt place to 5 %bius Jarentiuus, and Andreas, 
Three Captains of the Huards, to Feel how they ſtood affected; 
and upon finding them well Diſpos'd, he beſought them ear- 
peſtly to aſſiſt him with their Intereſt, toward the doing of 
ſo good an Office; upon which Aſſurance he addreſs'd him- 
ſelf to the King after this Manner. | 
Sir, ſays he, /f Imay preſums te a my Theuohts at your Feet, 
11 all Simp icity, and without Diſzuif” : Since it is your Royal 
Pleaſure that the Laws of the Jews be net only Tranſcribed, but 
Tranſlated, to an{wer your preſent Purps/e; I do net well ſte how 
it can be fairy done, while /5 many of that Nation are inBandaze 
under your Government, from whom you require, and <xp: ct, /a 
neceſſury an Ai. tance aud Service. It cems to me, ta be an Act 
worthy of your Manificence andGoodnc/3,te ſit theſe poor Peepe 
at Liberty fram th.ir preſent Miſery; for by all that ever I couid 
awnder/tand of the Matter, the ſume God that orders, and overs 
rules your Government, is the Author of their Laws; and bath we 
and th:y worſhip the ſam- Creator, and 1/mighty Power, only un» 
der the Name of Jupiter or Jove, a ſuvando, from heiping ; being 
the Life of us all. Wherefore you may be plea/ed out of a Reve- 
reuce to that God whom they Love an! iVorſhip witha Zealand 
Affection beyond all other Mortals, to reſtoretheſe wretchedExiles 


I 0 their own Country, that they may end their Days where they 
in rece ivd their Brith, as in the Place that Providence had aſſigned 
2ge them. I do not preſume, Sir, to intcrpoſe on their beha'f out af 
nd any Partiality, upon the Account of Tribe or Extraction; but in 
em a Contemplation that the ſame God is the Creator of us all, and 
age that ſo illuſtrious a Clemency would be acceptable even to that 
ſe- God himſe lf. The King aſk'd him then, how many Thouſands 
her. he thought there were that would ſtand in need of this In- 
nem dulgence ? Audrœas being preſent made Anſwer, that he be- 
oyal liev'd there might be a Matter of a Hundred and twenty Theus 
Ex- WR [and Souls. Well, fays the King to Ariſtœus, and doſt thou take 
me- this for ſo moderate a Requeſt ? Soſbius, and the reſt that were 

Vigk- by, faid, that it would be an Action becoming the Diznity of 
ric/# ¶ fo great a Prince, to be merciful to others, in Acknowledgment 
W e of the Honour that he himſelf had received from Above. The 
rpret. King was ſo well pleas'd with this Motion an. Advice, tha: he 


Order'd 


223 
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Order'd an Allowance of a hundred ant tiventy Drachma's to 
the Soldiers for every Jew they had in Cuſtody ; to be made good 
fo them on the next Pay- day over and above their Stipend ; with 
4 further Promiſe to anſwer the Deſire of Ariſtzus, (or in Truth, 
the Appointment of Providence) in all Points, and to ratify 
the whole by a publick Edict, wherein ſhould be comprehended not 
en y thoſe which his Father, er his Army had carry'd away, but 
thoſe alſe that either before, or ſince thatTime, had been taken into 
Captivity. His Friends told him, that at this rate, the Deliver 
ance of theſe People would ſtand him in at leaſt forty Talents, 
705 the King would not ſtick at thut, he ſaid, for the Thing ſheuld 
be done. Now for the greater Honour of this illuſtrious King, 
I. (hall here inſert a Copy of the Prez/amation itſelf. | 
Vet is our Royal Will and Pleaſure, that all the cus what- 
&« ſoęver, that have been ſabdu'd, and taken by any of my 
* Father's Forces upon their Incurſions into Syria and Pheni- 
&* cia; and them brought away or ſold, into any of my Do- 
“ minions ; and all thoſe likewiſe that either before, or ſince 
© that Time, have been ſo ſold and enſlav'd, be all ſet free, 
te upon the Payment of ene hundred and twenty Drachma's 
« for every ſuch Slave: The Soldiers to receive this Redempti- 
& n- money, together with their Pay, and the reſt out of the 
2% Trealury : For the forcing of ſo many People away into 
«& Captivity, and the Ravaging of their Country by the Out- 
% rage and Licence of the Soldiers, for the Sake purely of the 
« Pillage and Booty, was a Courſe that my Father, undoubt- 
be edly neither intended nor approv'd; and a Thing as contra- 


— 


4 ry to common Equity, and Reaſon, Wherefore out of a 


« Reverence to the Memory of my Father, and a Commiſera- 
« tion of the Poor and Weak that ſuffer under the Power of 
< Oppreſſion and Violence, I do hereby exprelly Charge and 
% Command, that all the eus that are at this Time in Ser- 
« vitude, be immediately Diſiniſi'd upon the Payment of the 
4 Sum aforeſaid to their reſpective Maſters, in Obedience 
ce to this our Mandate, without Fraud or Colluſion. And 
4 further, that this our Proclamation be made publick for 
© three Days ſucceſſively after the Receipt of it; and in the 
mean Time, that the aforeſaid Maſters bring in a Liſt of 
« their Priſoners to ſuch Officers, and in ſuch Manner, as we 
e ſhall find moſt for our Service. And all this to be done 
20 upon the Peril of Confiſcation, if any Man ſhall be found 
de ating contrary to the Tenor hereof,” ““ 
& FSIGESS - 7 ** 71 7 r „elt . 1 1882 59 . 3 3 
Upon the firſt Sight of this Draught, the King took notice, 
that the Proviſion for the Liberty of thoſe that were taken ei- 
ther before or after, Was not fo cautiouſly ex preſs d, but 
22 e "lp ax rg der 
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there was Room left to evade it: So that the King, of his own 
proper Generoſity, and Motion, ſupperadded a Latitude of In- 
dulgence in thoſe Caſes, and gave poſitive Orders to the Col - 
lectors of his Tribute, and the Officers of his Treaſury, to 
have the Money in Readineſs for the Ranſom of the Fews. So 
within ſeven Days the whole Work was diſpatch'd at the 
King's Charge, to. the Value of four hundred and ſixty Tas 
tents, the Maſters inſiſting upon the ſame Rate for the Chile 
dren, that they had for the reſt, though the King's Edict 
extended no farther then to thoſe that were brought away 
Priſoners, without Gomprehending ſuch as were Born 
there. 
When every Thing was advanced thus far, with great Ho- 
hour and Juſtice, according to the King's Mind, he Com- 
manded Demetrius to publiſh his Purpoſe about the Tran- 
Feribing of the Fewiſh Books and Records, proceeding from one 
Thing to another in order, and with Conſideration. So that 
there was entred upon a Regi/ter, a Copy of Demetrius Peti- 
tion, and likewiſe of the Letters that were written upon that 
Occaſion; with an Account of the Preſents that were made 
toward the Work, and what they were, and by whom : So 
that at firſt Sight, the Excellency both of the Authors, and 
the Contrivers, might appear from the very Work itſelf, Now 
the Petition aforeſaid ran in Terms much to this Purpoſe, 


Demetrius to the Great King. 


{6 INCE it is your Royal Will and Command, that I 

& ſhould do my Endeavour to ſupply what may be yet 
ce further added toward the Perfection of your Library, and 
ce to find out what curious and uſeful Books and Copies may 
“& have hitherto eſcaped my Search and Enquiry ; this is 


d © humbly to inform your Majeſty,that after much Study and 


«© Thought upon this Matter, Ido not find any Thing ſo much 
c conducing to your preſent Purpoſe as the Hiſtory of the 
c 7ewifh Laws; for being written in Hebrew Characters, and 
cc jn an Hebrew Idiom, it will be hard for us to underſtand 
them aright : Beſide, that the Verſion we have already of 
ce them is not ſo Correct as it ſhould be, for want of a Roy- 
ce l Authority, and Encouragement, toward the making of 
« them known. So that it will be neceſſary to have them 
ve accurately and carefully Tranſlated, as being a Body of the 
c uiſeſt and perfeceſi Laws that are any where Extant, God 

4 himſe H having been the Aathorof them. For this Reaſon, 

8 7 + "SS N ſays 
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ce ſays Hecatens the Abderite, we find in none of the Paets or 
46 Hiſtoriaus, a mention made of theſe Laws, or of the Ad. 
” miniſtrators of them ; the Original and Inſtitution of them 
* being Sacred,and not to be prophaned by unhallow'd Lips, 
« whercfore your Majeſty may be pleaſed, if you ſhall judge 
© it meet, to Write to the High-Prieſ} of the Jews, only to 
* ſend you out of every Tribe, ſix Elders, whom he ſhall 
© make Choice of as Men the beſt ſkill'd in the Knowledge 
« of their C uſtitut' ons and Cuſtoms ; and by their Aſſiſtance, 
zes in the interpreting and expounding of their Writings, we 
„may be able to gather :omething from them to your — 
« ſty's Satisfaction. 


The King upon this Motion, gave Direction "ty Letters to 
be Written to Eleazar the High-Pricft, according to the Pro- 
ofal ot Demetrius; taking notice alſo of the genera/ Releaſe 
of all the Zews that were Priſoners in Egypt. The King 
ent a Preſent alſo of fifty Talents of Gold, for Cups, and 
Bowis, and*to a great Value in precious Stones; Ordering 
thoſe that had care of the CoFers, wherein they were depo- 
fited, to let the Lapidaries take and chuſe as they thought fit: 
And beſide all this, the King aſſign'd a hundred Falents 
more for Sucrifices, and other Services, of the Temple. I muſt 


not paſs over the Particulars of the  Magnificence, and the Cu- 


rioft ity of the whole Work: But in the firſt place, I ſhall 
give the Reader the Copy of the Letter that was written 
to Fleazar, together with an Account how he came to this 


Dignity. 


Upon the Death of the High-Prie Outer, his Gem Simon 


ſueceeded to the Office, a Perſon off nguler Piety towards 
God, and of an Examplary Tenderneſs and good Nature 


toward Mankind; from which Character he was ſirnamed 


the Fuſt. Simon liv'd not long; and leaving behind him 
only one Son, a Child, whoſe name was Onias, his Brother 
Eleazar of whom we are now ſpeaking, enter'd upon the 
Pontificate : And it was to this Eleazar chat Ptolemy wrote 
the Letter Following. | 


Ring Ptolem y to Eleazer the High Prieſt, en 
Greeting. 


« Jy Ferens 1 there were great Nombers of Jews in my Do- 


% minions that were brought Captives thither by the 


% Perſſani while they were in power: And whereas my Fa- 


< ther had ſo great a Value for en, that he * oe 
e ver 
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« Feral of them in his Armies ; others in his ſtrong Holds and 
“Garri bas, for a Check upon the Xyyptians, with the Al- 
4% lowance of la: ge benſions for their Service Be it known 
« qato + on, hat [ mv elf alſo, as I have been eaſy and gentle 
« to all, fiice my coming t. this Government, ſo I have 
« had a more peculiar Vendernets to your People, having ſer 
© Above a d d ſhouſard of them at Liberty, and paid the 
Charge o their Ranſoms our of my own Coffers. Some 

« of then I have made u'e of in ny 4-my; others, as I found 
„them diicreet nat -uſty, I have entertain'd about my Pers 
« yn, and ia the Court, reckoning upon it, that I can do 
% nothias more 2cceprable to God, then good Offices to 
„ gthers for his Sike, to whom I owe my Government 
& int Reins: Vhergfore out of a Deſire to oblige the eus 
* all oyer the W orld, to the u:termolt of my Power, I have 
2 propo!: d to myC1* the turning the Books of your Law 
into H , a to give the ſraullation a proper Place in 
„my own Library. In order to the compaſling of this De- 
fſiga, it will be Kn ily done to nike a Cull out of your ſeve- 
ral Vibes 37 /ix 7/ders out of each Tribe, the beſt {kill'd Men 
* in the Laws you Can pitch upon; and ſend them to aſſiſt 
« ne in this Tranſlation ; for I promiſe my ſelf, If I ſue- 
* ceed in this Unlertaking, to gain immortal Honour by it. 
„ the perſbas I <mploy to treat wita you about this Affair, 
„ate rds, a Captain of my Guards, and Ariſt.eus; two 
„ f mv 'raity an well-Heloved Friends, whom I have 

charged ali? with a Preſent of a Hundred Talents of Silver 
for you, which I ſen las an Obligation of my fir/t Fruits, 
„ towards your Sacrifices and your Tempe. Write me back 
% Yad you pleaſe, it ſhall be Welcome to me. 


U pon the Receipt of this Letter, Eleazar, with all the 
D-ferenceaad Reſpect imaginable, returned this following 


Anſwer. 
Eleazar the High-Prieſt to King Prolemy, Greeting. 


66 I F it be well with your mt Excellent Mafeſtys with your 
1 Queen 1r/in5e, and with your Illuſtrious Fami!y, it is fo 
* „ likewiſe with your Servants the Fews. Your moſt grac ei- 
© ous Letter is come to our Hands, and we have read it in 
** full Congregation with infinite Joy and Affection: as an 
Inſtaace, not only of your Clemency and good Will to- 
* wards a diſtreſſed n but as a Token alſe of your 
ſiagular 


— 
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& ſingular Reverence and Piety for the Worſhip of the Great 
2 nk We have recelved alſoò by the ſame Hands; that is to 
te fay, by the Hands of Andreas and Ariſtæns (your well- 
re beloved ahd learned Friends, and Perſons highly worthy 
ve to be ſo eſteern'd) Fenty golden Cups, thirty falver ones, 
te de Goblets, and à Table to be Conſecrated for the Service 
de of the Altar; together with a hundred Talents toward the 
* Charge of Saerifices, and other Services for the Temple: All 
bf Which we have ſhewed and repreſented unto our Brethren, 
© in the molt Affectionate Terms of Gratitade and Reſpect; 


and we are all ſo ſefſible of the generous Obligations you 


te have been pleaſed to lay upon us, that you may depend 
tt upon our Readineſs to ſerve and obey you in all Things 
© without Reſerve, to the uttermoſt of our Power, in a juſt 
e Acknowledgment of your Grace and Goodneſs. In Purſu- 
' & ance of this Senſe and Conſcience of our Duty, we have 
& recommended unto God in our publick Prayers the Pro- 
©« tection of your Royal Perſon, Siffer and Children, together 
4 With all that Love and are dear to you; wiſhing Peace 


s and Proſperity to your ſelf and People: and belecebing | 


* God, that the Work you have now in hand, of Compiling 
& 2 Collection and Hiſtory of our Laws and Antiquities, may 
re be of as much Satisfaction and Advantage to you as your 


& own Heart can deſire. In order to this End, I have ſent | 


re 5ou /ix Elders out of every Tribe, with the Law, to attend 


ce your Pleaſure, femitting outſelves upon the whole Matter 


1 them, tkey may be Remitted to us back again by the ſame 
Xt Bearers: Recominending your Majeſty to the Providence 
« of the Almighty. | 


This was the oo ge obs Anſwer to the King's Letter, 
together with the Names ſubjoin'd of the Seventy Elders that 
were ſent by Eleazar, upon this Occaſion ; which Names 1 
ſhall not need to Enumerate over again in this Place. But 
for the Mapnifience and Curioſity of the Donatives, and Pre- 
ents, for the Service of God; that Part of the Account can- 
Adt be pafs d over in Silence, without great Znjuſtice to the 
King's Honour, Piety, and Bounty: Conſidering with what 
Liberality and Expente he promoted the Works the Coun- 
Efanct and Encohragement that he gave to the Proſecution 
" of it; and the Affiduity of His Care and Watchfulneſs in 
Sverlobking the Workmen, to ſte that they ſhould neither 
de herdlefs nor idle. Now in theſe Caſeb, I am obliged 
to de more particular; not as a Branch of the Hiſtory, but as 
: SE es , 3 3 — a Me. 


- 


e to. your Piety and Juftice, that after the Tranſeribing of 


Th 
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a Memorial of the King's Greatneſs of Mind, that ſhall ſtaad 
upon Record to his everlaſting Fame. And 1 ſhall begin 
with the Deſcription of the Table. | 
As to the Dimenſions, the By ſent his Artificers to learn 
out the Meaſure of the former Table at Feruſalem, and to ſes 
whether the Place would not bear a Bigger. They brought 
bim word that he might make it as big as he pleag'd : 
Whereupon he propounded to himſelf to make this fue Times 
larger than the other. But conſidering, upon ſecond Thoughts, 
that ſo great a Bulk might poſſibly make it too cumberſome 
and unwcildy for daily Uſe, and look liker a Work for Of- 
tentation then for Service, he came to a Reſolution upon the 
firſt ſcantling, and to ſupply the Expence he ſav'd in Weight 
and Mettle, in a Charge upon extraordinary Workmanſhip, 
and Beauty. Now the King had a wonderful Inlight into 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things, and ſuch a Preſence of 
Thought, for the finding out of Expedients, and new In- 
ventions, that it was a common Practice with him to form his 
own Deſigns, and preſcribe to the very Workmen themſelves, 
their preciſe Rules and Meaſures. So that for the Proportions 
of this Table, he order'd it to be tus Cubits and a half-long ; one 
over, and one and a half in Height, all of julid Gold, and round 
about it a Border of a Hand's Breadth ; let-out on three Sides 
with curious Carving of Flower Works, Twiſted Strings, and o- 
ther agreeable Figures, which being Triangular, were like- 
wiſe ſo equal and jnſt, that turn it which way you would 
(as it was eaſily transpos'd) the Proſpe& would be ſtill the 
fame. This Table, in fine, was delicately wrought all over 
but that Part of it eſpecially that was moſt in Sight : with 
an Intermixture of precious Stones loopt together by golden 
Buckles, to the String-Work before mentioned, at equal Diſt- 
ances one from another, The out-ſide of it was ſet with 
other rich Stones of an Oval Cut; and an emboſs'd Work of 
Twigs and Branches creeping round the Table. There were al- 
ſo ſeveral Sorts of Fruits wrought together under the Figure 
a Crown; as Bunches of Grapes, Ears of Corn, Pomgranate 
Sc. all in their proper and natural Poſition, and er 
by Stones ſet in Gold, bearing the Native Colour of what they 
repreſented. Under this Crown was another Row of Ovals; 
which, ior the Matter, the Order, and Ornament, was fo 
like the Former; and ſo exactly Uniform, from Top Bottom, 


| that there was no diſtingniſhing one Part from the other. 
Under the Table, from Side to Side, there paſs'd a golden 
Plate of four Fingers-Breadth ; and into this Plate the Feet 
were faltcn'd with Springs, and Hooks to keep them = wn d 
| eady 
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ſteady, by binding the Cover and the Frame together. There 
was drawn alſo upon this Table the Reſemblance of a Mæ - 
ander; the Courſe of it mark'd out with Stones of Luſtre and 
Value, Sparkling like ſo many Stars: as Rubies, Emera'ds, 
and whatever elſe was molt precious, or excellent in the 
kind. Along this Mæander, there were divers Pieces of Scuip- 
ere in Boughs and Knots, that had ſomewhat in them of the 
Figure of a Lgzenge : and they were ſo embelliſht by an or- 
derly Diſpoſition of Cryſtal and Amber, for the Advantage of 
the View, that it made, altogether, one of the moſt agrees 
able Spectatles imaginable. The Corniſhes of the Feet bad 
the Reſemblance of a Lil y- Work: the Stem upright, with the 
Leaves and Tendrils winding under the Table. The 54% was 
a Hand's Breadth over, garniſh'd with Rnbies, and a Bor- 
der round about it, and two Hands diſtance betwixt the Feet 
that reſted upon it. The *graving Work of theſe Feet was in- 
comparable; being the Phancy of a Foliage of the Vine and 
the Ivy, render'd ſo exquiſitely to the Life, (with Craps, Ber- 
ries and all) that it was hard to ſay which was which: But 
upon the leaſt Breath of Air, the Leaves would move and play, 
as if it had been the Work of Nature rather than of Art. 
This Table conſiſted of three Parts, which were fo artifici- 
ally put together, that there were no Joints to be difcern?®.!, 
or ſo much as to be imagin'd where they met; and the Thick- 
. neſs: of it was half a Cubit. This great Prince gave to un- 
derſtand by the Magnificence of his Preſent, in the inefti» 
10 Value of the Materials, and the exquiſite Curioſity 


9 
ad Perfection of the whole Work, that what he bated of 
is firſt Project in Size and Proportion, was abundantly 

fupply'd by a moſt munificent Expence in Art and Orna- 
ment. : We: 

There was alſo a Pair of large Golden Cups, wrought half 

way up the Bowl Scallop-wiſe, and inlaid with all Sorts of 
precious Stones orderly ranged into the Reſemblance of a 
Mæunder of a Cubit over, with delicate Figures of Twigs, 
and · Creepers, branching-ont into a kind of Net- work up to 
the Brim, and interlaced with ſeveral Compartiments in form 
of a Lozenge, ſome Four-fingers broad, and parniſh'd with 
Stones of Value, as before : The Borders alfo ſer-out with 
an Intermixture of Lillies, Flowers, Vines, Grapes, and the 
like, around the Lips of the Veſſel. This was the Form 
and Finiſhing of theſe Goblets ; and for the Contents, they 
held a Matter of three or four Gallons a- piece. And then for 
the Silver-Picces, they were fo glorious and radiant, that no 
Cry/ial-Mirror was comparable to them. | 


* 
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The King, after al this, furniſhed yet thirty Coden Veſs 
?ls more, richly ſet out, and garniſhed up and down with 
precious Stones, and over ſhadow'd in the Intervals, with Vine 
and Ivy - L av:s in curious Scu ture. Neither was the Ex- 
cellency of theſe Miraculous Pieces to be wholly aſcribed to 
the Deliga and Maſtery of the Artificer ; but the King himſelf 
took a Kind of Glory in Contributing every Way to the Per- 
fection of the Work, making it a great Part of his Care and 
Bus'neſs, to viſit the Shops, and ſuperiatend the Maſters 
themſelves, i1 the Executioa of their Charge and Profeſſion ; 
which made them much more induſtrious and intent, When 
they ſaw the King him'elf laid the Well-doing of every 
Thing ſo mach to Heart, then they would have been otherwiſe. 
Upon the Delivery of theſe Donatives, and the Dedicationof 
them to the Uſe and Service of the Holy Temple at Jeruſalem, 
Eleazar treated the King's Commiſſioners with all Honour and 
Acknowledgment, and ſo diſmiſs'd them with good Wiſhes, 
and Preſents, to return to their Maſter, The King had no 
ſooner heard of their Arrival at Alexandria ; and that they 
had brought the ſeventy F/ders along with them, but he ſent 
inſtantly for his u Ema Jadors, Andreas and Ariſtæus, from 
whom he receiv'd Eleazar's Letter, and particular Satisfacti- 
on to many Queſtions by the By, His Mind was fo bent up- 

on an iminediate Conference with the /eventy Perſons that 
were ſent over to him to zaterpret the Laws, that no Creature 
had Acceſs to him upon any particular Bus'neſs, though con- 
trary to his Cuſtom of giving private Audience once in five 
Days, and publick once a Month. Having thus ſecured him- 
ſelf from the [mportunity of any of thoſe catual Interrupti- 
ons, he only waited the coming of Eleazar”s Agents, who 
attended him Hon after with Preſents from the High-Prie/t, 
and with certain Maauſcripts of the Fewiſh Laws written up- 
on Parchm-nt, in Golden Letters. Upon the King's aſking 
for the Books, they were produced, to his great Admiration 
at the Nicety of the Work; for the Leaves were ſo artificial- 
Iy put together, that there was no diſcerning where one Skin 
was join'd to another: His Majeſty at the ſame Time telling 
them, that he had a great Reſpett for the Perſons that brought 
him that Rarity ; a greater yet for him that ſent it; but the 
greateſt Reverence of all for the Author of thoſe Laws that 
were now brought and {ent hin, The Deputies, and their 
Aſſiſtants gave the King with one Heart and Voice ſuch mo- 
ving Inſtances, by their joint Prayers and Acclamations, of 

the Zeal and Paſſion they had for his Service, that he could 
not forbear Weeping at the Tenderneſs of the Reſpect — | 
| there 
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there are Tears of Joy, as well as of Sorrow. The Writings 
were then put into the Hands of the Officers that were to 
have them in Charge; and the King taking the Deputies in- 
to his Arms, told them that he would only in the firſt Plac 
Peak a Ward or two to the Bus neſs they came about; an- 
alter that, take their Perſons into his particular Care: for he 
laoted upon the Day Y their Arrival, he ſaid, as ſo great à Pro- 
vidence to him, that be reſolved to have it obſerved all the Days 
ef his Li e, AS an anniverſary Feſtival in Memory of the Bleſe 
ſing ; and it fell out luckily in this too, that it happen'd to 
be upon the very Day of his Naval Vidtcry over Antigenys, 
The King, in fine, told them that they ſhould be his Gueſts, 
and order'd them their Conveniencies, and Apartments in 
© this own Palace. The Care of entertaining, and providing 
for Strangers, was properly Nicanor's Province who ap: 
pointed Doretl us, under him, in this, as in other Caſes, to 
Ee that nothing might be Wanting. Now the King's Me- 
thod was this, both for the Honour and Convenience of 
Strangers, that they ſhould be all treated after the Way of 
their own Country; and Inſtructions were accordingly gi- 
yen, on the Behalf of the Elders too, that the uncouth No- 
yelty of Things might not diſguſt them. | 
The Menage of this Affair was committed to Dorotheus, 
as à Perſon well read in the Faſbiens, and Cuſtoms of the cus, 
There were in the firſt Place, two Seats diſpoſed of; one on 
the King's Right Hand, the other on his Left, by his own 
Order, and with all becoming Deſerence to the Commiſſio- 
ners. When the Gueſts had taken their Places, the King bad 
Derotheus ſerve them after the ſame Manner, as he had for- 
merly {ery'd their Countrymen upon the like Occaſion. So 
that the Ægyptian Prieſts and Officers that uſually did Duty 
at the King's Eating-time, were all diſcharg'd ; and one of 
our own Deputies and Prieſts, Eliſa, by Name, was called 
out by the King himſelf to bleſs the Table, who thereupon 
ſtogd up to give God Thanks: and after the Solemnity of 2 
Benediction, upon what they were about to receive, and a 
fervent Prayer for the Happineſs of the King and his People, 
40 the infinite Satisfaction of all that were preſent, the Com- 
any fell chearfully to the Meat that was before them. The 
King took Occaſion while they were at Dinner, to ſtart fe- 
veral Philoſephical Queſtions, curious and diverting enough 
and fo to put them about from one to another, by Way of 
Entertainment, and Diſcourſe. The Senſe and Judgment of 
the Commiſſioners was ſo grave and pertinent to every Point, 
that the King took a wonderful Delight in he Coprer ing 
an 
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and ſo they continu'd Feaſting and Rejoicing for the Space 
of Twelve Days. If any Man has a mind to know the par- 
ticular Points that were here in Agitation, I ſhall only refer 
him to a Book of Ariſtœus, exprelly upon this 8ubject. The 
Excelleney of this Converſation had wonderful Effects; not 
only upon the King ; but they brought over Menedemus, 
the Philoſopher allo, to know ogy an ver · ruling Providence, 
and to put a final End to that Controverſie: The King ac- 
knowledging himſelf all this while, to be ſo exceedingly edi- 
fy'd by converſing with theſe People, that they had perfected 


and inſtructed him in the very Art of Goyernment. So he 


ordered them a Gratification of three Talents a Man, and 
they were then conducted to their Lodgings. At the End of 
Three Days, Demetrius took them along with him by a Gaw/- 
way of ſeven Furlongs in Length, and à Bridge of Commu- 
nication betwixt the and, — the Continent, and ſo advan- 
cing from thence Mer uard, ſettled them in a Houſe by the 
Sea: ſide, where they might be quiet, and without Noiſe; and 
a commodious Retreat, in fine, for Men of Thought and 
Contemplation, When they were now ſo diſpos'd of, that 


IF there was nothing more to be deſir'd in favour of the Under- 


taking, he made it his Requeſ}, that they wopld immediately 
fall to Work upon the Interpretation, and ſo God ſpeed them 
in the 1 They ſpared for neither Care nor Pains, 


but kept cloſe to their Studies from Early in the Morning til 


Three in the Afternoon, which was their Dining time; Do- 
rothæœus not forgetting, according to the King's Order, to 
ſupply them ek Delicacies rom his own Table; over and 
above a plentiful Competency of Proviſions at the King's 
ordinary Allowance. It was their Cuſtom to wait upon the 
King every Morning at his Levee; and thence to betake 
themſelves to their Task again, ſtill waſhing their Hands 
with Sea-Hater, before they enter'd upon their Bus'neſs. 

This Verſion of the Law was finiſhed within the Compaſs 
of Seventy two Days; and when that was over, Demetrius 
call'd all ths eus together into the Place where it was Tran- 


Aated, and in the Preſence of the Interpreters read over the 


Book; the whole Aſſembly unanimouſly approving of the 
Interpretation, and extolling Demetrius, as the Occaſigg of the 
great Advantages they had receiv'd. He deſir'd alſo, that it 
might be read by the Eminent Men of the Nation; and after 
this, the High-Prieſt, the Elders, and the Magiſtrates of the 
People, propounded; That fince the Tranſlation was ſo hap- 
pi'y gniſn'd, the Authority of it might be ratify'd, and the 
Text remain unalterable far ever. They were all ſo prey 
NOT | 0 
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of the ſame Mind, that they came tc this Reſolution, That 
the Book might be ſubjected to a further Examination, and 
Reviſe; and if there ſhould be found any Thing in it of 
Exceſs or Defect, it might, upon mature Conſderation, be 
rectify d: but that upon a further Approbation, it mould 
ſtand good for ever. 
The King was doubly pleas'd, to the Light ft Degree : firſt, 
for the gaining of his Point; and ſeconc lu, that it ſucceeded | 
ſo happily to the Advantage of the Publick : but when he 
came to hear it read ta him, he was traniporicd with Joys 
in the Contemplation of the M i dom of ihe [aw g1uct; ang 
-enter'd into a Diſcourſe with Dome t- ia , ha heather any Hee 
ſlorian nor Poct ſhould ever ma e mention o thee incompa- 
fable Laws. Demetrius made Anſwer, that the Frame oi them 
— being ſo manifeſtly Divine, and the Hutter of them to vene- 
EE 8 7able, People were afraid of mecdling with them; eſpecially 
| conſidering what Judgments had befall'n feveral i: ople 'or the 
Temerity of Prophaning of them; as Th. gpompus, tiking gupon iſ 
him the Part of a Plagiary in publiſhing Texts of ho y Writ | 
at his own Invention, was ſtruct with a Fit of Adu that . 
held him Thirty Days; and in the /uterma/s of hs Purenzy | 
was conſcious of the Lin, and aſked God Forgivcnels or it; 
having Revclations alſo in his Sleep, that it was his audaci- I 
ous Curioſity, in confounding Sacred Things wich rophane, 
that brought this Diſtemper upon him. But, In finc, upon 
his Repentance, and Amendment, he was reftorcd again to 
his right Mind. And ſo it fared like v ĩſe with Theedethes | 
the Poet, who was taken Blind upon the intermixing of Di- 
vine Writ with Trajedy ; and upon the Acknowledgment of 
his Sin reſtored to his Sight again. 
Tbe King, vpon the Receipt of thefe Books from Demetr-us, 
bleſs'd God and worſhipp'd ; giving a flrict Command for 
the Preſerving of them fafe and entire; defiring the /uterpre- 
ters alſo, that he might ſee them again as often as they could, 
upon a Viſit: Aſſuring them, that it ſhould turn to their Ho- 
nour as well as to their Advantage, He was obliged at pre- 
ſent, he ſaid, to part with them ; but WACNEYET they ſhould 
come hereafter upon their own Accord, they ſhould not fail 
of ſuch an Acknowledgment as might decorm: wiſe Men to 
receive, and a great Prince to give. Upon this, the King 
diſmiſs d them with a Preſent to each of them of three rich 
Suits of Raiment; two Talents of Gold; the Value of one 
Talent in Cups ; - Couches to ſit and cat upon; with Preſents 
alſo for the High- Prieſt,. of ten Beds with Silver Feet, and 
Suits. of Furniture belonoing to them; a Chalice of thirty 
Talents 
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Ta ents; ten Purple Robes ; a glorious Crown; and a Hun- 


dred Pieces of fine Linnen : beſde Cups and Goblets of ſe- 
veral Sorts; and tuo Golden Veſſels dedicated expreſſy to 
the Service of the Temple: deſiring the High- Prieſt by Let- 
ter, that if any of theſe Commiſſioners ſhould have a Mind 
to come to him again at any Time hereafter, he ſhonld give 
them Leave; for he had a high Eſteem for the Converſation 
of learned Men, and could not think his Favours better be- 
ſtow'd then upon ſuch Company. This is the ſhort Hiſtory 

of what Philadelphus did to the Honour of the fews. 2 
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The King of Aſia always very Kind to the Jews. Anti- 
ochus the Great marries his Daughter Cleopatra 19 
Ptolemy King of Agypt. . 


s * E eus were in great Eſteem alſo among the Kings of 


Aſia, both for their Faith, and Skill in Military Mat- 


ters: Inſomuch that Seleucus, ſurnamed Nicanor, gave them - 


the Privileges of Freemen in all the Cities he built through- 
out Aſia and the Lower-Syria + Nay and in the Metropolis of 
Antioch it ſelf too, declaring it to be his Will and Pleaſure, 


| that they ſhould enjoy the ſame Rights, and Immunities with 
the Greeks and Macedonians ; which was no more then what 


they are poſleſs'd of to this very Day. As for Example. The 
Jeus being interdicted the Uſe of foreign Oil, the Olympies 
Officers that had the ordering of that Affait, were obliged 
by the Government to allow them ſo much Money in lieu of 
it. The People of Antioch inſiſted upon the abrogating of 
that Cuſtom in the following War; but Muti anus, who was 
then Govefnour of the Province of Syria, would not agree to 
t. In the Reign afterward of Veſpaſian, and his Son Titus, 
the People of A/exandria would have had the Fews disfran- 
chis'd ; but ſuch was the Honour, and the Juſtice of the X- 
mans, and eſpecially of thoſe two magnanimous Princes be- 
fore-mention'd, that they could not obtain it: Not that they 
wanted either Pretence or Provoc::tion for a Revenge upon a 
People that had been ſuch a Thorn in their Sides, by fo trou- 
bleſome a War, and ſo obſtinate a Rebellion: But they look'd 
upon their Rights and Privileges to be ſtill ſacred, and there- 
fore refus'd to oratify either their own Paſſions, or the Im- 
portugity of two great Nations with any vindictive Act of 
| ». A . 3 | In- 
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Injuſtice. They laid more Weight upon the Senſe oftheir an- 
cient. Merits, then upon that of their preſent Miſdemeanour, 
and would not do a mean Thing, though in Favour of never 
fo conſiderable an Intereſt. As for them, they ſaid, that had 
taken up Arms againſt the Romuns, they had ſuffer'd enough 
in all Conſcience by the Calamities of the War, without any 
other Forfeiture ; and to puniſh thoſe that had not offended, 
would be an Indignity againſt common Senſe and Juſtice. 

+ Weread likewiſe to the ſame Purpoſe, of Marcus Agrippa's 
good Affection to the cus for when the Ionians, in a ſediti- 
ous Animoſity againſt thoſe People, went open Mouth to him 


Vith a Remon/?rance, that their City being ſingly, and entire- 


ly their own, by the Gift of Autiochus the Grand/on of Seleucus, 


whom the Grecians ſurnamed the Cod, they deſir'd to be put in 
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Po ſſeſſion of it with ſole Privileges, excluſive of all orher Peo- 


ple: Demanding further, That if the cus ſhould pretend to 
the ſame Immunilies, it might be upon Condition of their r- 


| 5 ſhipping the ſame Gods. The Jews brought the Queſtion to an 


Iſſue, Nicolaus of Damaſeus being of their Council, who ob- 
tained Judgment for them in Favour of the Right they claim'd 
to the free Exerciſè and Enjoyment of their un Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms? Aggrippa pronouncing upon the whole Matter, that he 
could not agree to any Innovation upon that Point. He that 
would be further fatisfy'd in the Series of this Tranſaction, 
may read the whole Story at large in Micolaus's Hi/tory, lib. 
123, G 124. But not being at that Time in War with the 
Romans, I do not ſo much wonder at Agrippa's Judgment in 
this Particular, as I do at the Generoſity and Candor of Ve/- 
paſian and Titus, whole very Names are not to be mention'd 
but with infinite Honour and Admiration : Perſons that in all 
the Outrages of a fierce, and a bloody War; could never be 
tranſported beyond the ſtrickeſt Bounds of Humanity and 
Moderation. But to go on where I left off, 
- Under the Reign of Antiochus the Creat, Aſia, Judœa, and 
Cxlo-Syria, were never at reſt; for Antiochus being at that 
Time in actual Ho/tility with Philopater Ptolemy, and his Son 
Ptolemy, ſurnamed Fpiphanes, whether Side ſoever had the bet- 
ter of it, the cus betwixt the proſperous and adverſe Fortune 
of Antiochus, were ſtill ſure to be Sufferers; like a Veſſel in a 
Storm at Sea, that is batter'd and daſh'd betwixt two Billows, 
as well on the one Side as on the other: But Antiochus, in 
the End, prevail'd, and made himſelf Maſter of Judæa. 
In proceſs of Time, after the Death of Phi/opater, his Son 
ſent a great Army into Cœlo-Syria, under the Command of 
Scopa, who took ſeveral of their Cities, and reduced Judæa by 
| Force; 
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Force: But Autiochus, a while after, obtained a notable Vic- 
tory over Scopa at the Head of the River Jordan, and reco- 
ver d the Places in Cœlo-Syria and Samaria, which Scopa had 
got Poſſeſſion of before. The Fews, upon this Succeſs, ren- 
der'd themſelves upon their own Accord; received the Ar- 
my into their City; provided plentifully for the Elephauts, 
and valiantly aſſiſted in the Attack of the Caſſle, where Sco- 
pa had left a Body of Men in Garriſon. Anutiochus thought 
it but reaſonable to gratify the Fews with fome honourable 
Mark of the Senſe he had of their Go d-will and Services up- 
on this Occaſion, and ſo wrote to ſuch of his Friends and 
Officers, as were Witneſſes of the Obligations they had laid 
upon him: giving to underſtand in the ſaid Letters, what 
Manner of Requital he intended to make them. You ſhall 
have the Copy of it in its due Place; but I am firſt to tell 
you what Polybius the Megalopolitan, in the Sixteenth Book 
of his Hi/tory, ſays upon this Subject. Scopas, ſays he, Ptole- 
my's General, made a Winter-iVar with the Jews, brake into 
the Heart of their Country, and wholly ſubdu'd it, And then 
he goes on a little after, in the ſame Book, with the Story 
of Scopa's being defeated by A19chus, over-running Batha- 
mea, Samaria, Gadara, and Abila ; after which the F-ws 


- — r 
= 2 { «525 — 
03; 8 _ 
1 LR on I 
Tg LISTS - 


— 

3 
r 

2 


: of Jeruſalem, and of the glorious Temple there, went over 
: to him. I ſhould ſay a great Deal more, ſays he, upon this 
; Text ; but I muſt put it off to austher Time. Thus far Went 
> * Polybius; but I ſhall now return to my Relation, taking the 
Letter of Autiochus in my Way. | 
. | "Si 
- King Antiocbus to Ptolemy, Greeting. 
| | 
© 6 7 Hereas we have received ſeveral Inſtances of the 
d * good Diſpoſitions and Afſections of the eus to- 
| cc yards us and our Service, from the Time of our firſt com- 
d MF © ing into their Country, which they have expreſs'd by the 
it Pomp and Reſpect of their Elders and Magi/trates, in at- 
n |#' © tending us in a Body upon the Way, and the ſplendid Re- 
t- © ception of our Perſon, and our Army, into the City, and 
e MF © making ſo ample a Proviſion, both for our Horſes and Ele- 
a #8 © phants; aſſiſting us likewiſe againſt the Garrifon of the 
„ äũl © Egyptians in the Ca//le : Theſe good Offices being duly 
n « confider'd, we reckon our ſelf bound, in Piety and Ve- 
* nour, to beſtow upon them ſome diſtinguiſhing Marks of 
Jl « our Acknowledgment and Eſteem; by contributing toward 
of the Repairing of their miſerable City, and reſtoring it to its 
Ns * former State of Reputation and Glory, by recalling all 
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< their Countrymen, wherever diſperſed, to their former Ha- 

bitations; And in order to the compaſſing of thoſe Ends, 

_ © we have in the firſt Place aſſigned twenty Thouſand Pieces of 

Silver toward the Charges of their Sacrifices, Wine, Oil, and 

* Frankincenſe ; and for fine Flower, according to the Cuſtom 

of the Place one Thouſand four Hundred and ſixty Meaſures 

* of Wheat, and three Hundred ſeventy five Meaſures of Salt. 

« And it is our Will and Pleaſure, that all this may be exe - 

 cuted and made good according to my Order. And then 

fdr any Thing that may be wanting toward the Repairing 

; Ha oy Temple, Porch, Galleries, or whatever elſe; it is our 
Will that the Timber be ſupply'd, whether from Judea, 
Libanus, or elſewhere, without any Tax or Duty: And we 
e do likewiſe Grant the ſame Immunity for all other Materials 
that ſhall be made Uſe of for the ho/y Temple ; with Permiſ- 
„ ſion moreover of an univerſal Liberty to live and govern 
© themſelves according to their Cœuntry-Laus. And we do 
* hereby reſpecti vely Diſcharge their E/ders, Priefts, Scribes, 

c and Singing-men, of Poll-Taxes, Royal Duties, and of all o- 

& ther Tributes whatſoever. And for a farther Encouragement 

* to the ſpeedy Repeopling cf this City; We do by our Au- 

| * thority Royal Grant unto all the preſent Inhabitants of the 

 * fame, and to ſuch others as ſhall come over to take up their 
| <©Habitations there, at any Time betwixt this and the Month 
f „of Hyperberetœus next enſuing, a total Exemption from 
all publick Impoſitions for the Space of three Years to 
. % come ; and fo likewiſe from that Time forward, an A- 
Ls patement of one. third Part of all Taxes, in Conſideration 
<« of their paſt Damages and Sufferings. And finally, where- 

e as great Numbers for theſe People have been carry'd away 

% Captive, and remain to this Day in Bondage, we do fur- 

e ther Command, that they be forthwith ſet at Liberty, 

& with Reſtitution, in Satisfaction for what had been taken 

„ from them. And ſo we bid you heartily Farewe/.” 


This gracious Prince did not ſtop here neither; but fol- 
low'd his generous Declaration in Favour of the People, with 
another Edict, which he caus'd to be publiſh'd all over his 
Dominions, in Subſtance as ſollows: That is to fay, That no 
Stranger ſhall preſume to enter into-the Temple, but with the 
Canjent of the Jews, and without being purify'd, and qualify'd 
before-hand for his Admittance, according to the Laws of the 
Country: That no Man ſhall dare to bring into the City, the Fleſh 

either of Horſes or Mules, or of Aſſes, uild or tame the Fleſh 
of Panthers, Foxes, Hares, or of any other Creatures that the 
5 Jews 
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Jews are not allouꝰd ſo much as to touch, nor the Skins of any _ 
of them ; nor to bring up or feed any of theſe, or any other Crea. 
tures in the City, but ſuch as their Forefathers, according to God's 
Appointment, made Uſe of for Saerifices, upon the Penalty of 
three Thou/and Drachma's, to be levy'd upon every Offender a- 
gainſt the ſaid Orders, for the Uſe and Benefit of the Prieſts. . 

This King had another eminent Occaſion alſo to give the 


World a ſignal Proof of the high Eſteem he had for us in the 


Matter of our Piety and Allegiance. Upon the breaking-out 
of a Commotion in Phrygia, and Lydia, Zeuxis being at that 
Time in the Head of an Army in the Upland Provinces, the 
King preſently order'd this General, a Perſon for whom he 
had a ſingular Reſpect, to ſend away from Babylon ſuch a 
Number of the Zews there, into Phygia, giving him his In- 
ſtructions in a Letter to this Effect. : 


'The King Antiochus to Zeuxis, his Friend and Father, 


Greeting. | 


> 3 you are well, all is well, for I am ſo too. Whereas 

J am given to underſtand, that there are ſeditious 
“Practices afoot in Phrygia, and Lydia, it ſtands me upon to 
* look well about me betimes; ſo that I am now to acquaint 
* you, that I am adviſed by my Council, and Friends, to take 
* two Thouſand Jewiſh Families out of Babylon and Meſope» 
* tamia, and to tranſport them into Phrygia, with their 
“Goods, and whatever belongs to them, and there to place 
them for a Guard in ſtrong Holds and Garriſons, being 
thoroughly ſatisfy' d in the Knowledge I have of their Zeal 
* and Fidelity; not only from the Principles of their Reli= 
gion, but from the Proof and Experience of their Allegi- 
* ance to my Anceſtors. Wherefore, it is my Pleaſure (all 
* Difficulties notwithſtanding) that they be forthwith tranſ- 
« planted; giving them all Aſſurance, that they ſhall Milf 


enjoy the Freedom of their own Laws and Cuffoms. And 


upon their Arrival there, you are to aſſign them Lands and 
& Pofſefi9ns,with allSorts of Conveniencies for Building, Plant. 
© ing, and Tillage: with an Immunity alſo from all Taxes 


and Contributions, out of the Profits for ten Tear ta come. 


% And in the mean while, till they may be able to ſupport 
* themſelves out of the Fruits of their own Induſtry, Youare 
* to allow them a competent Proviſion of Wheat, ſor the 
Maintenance of themſelves, and their Families: By Which 


kind Uſage they will be encouraged to act more chear- 


« fully in our Service. You are finally to take gare, that 
| | Aaa 3 they 
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they be not expoſed to any Sort of T rouble or Moleſtati- 


„ on. And lo we bid you Farewel. 
: : n hs. KEA "Ny" $0 1 
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This is enough to ſhew what Eſteem Antiochus the Great 
had for the eus: After which, there followed a League of 
Amity and Alliance betwixt f/is Ring and Ptolemy, upon à 
Marriage with his Daughter Cleopatra, who had in licu of a 
Portion, Celo- Syria, Phenicia, Fudea, and Samaria. The Re- 
venue was in Parlitien betwixt the two Kings, and let out in 
Farm to ſome of the principal Men in the reſpective Provin- 
ces, who took Care of the Co/lections, and ſo paid their Pro- 
pos tions into the King's Treaſury according to the Contract. 
The Samaritans were at this Time pread and powerful, 
and moſt particularly troubleſome and vexatious in their In- 
roads upon the Jews ; carrying ſeveral of them away Cape 
tives; and this Ravage was committed chiefly in the Time 
of the High-Prieſt Onias : For after the Death of Eleazar, 
his Uncle Mara ſes took the Po tificat; and after his Death, 
ſucceeded Onias, the Son of Simon the Fuſt ; which Simon 
was the Brother of £/cazar, as we have ſaid already. This 
Onias was weak and covetous; to the Degree of refuſing the 
King the cu/tomary TYibute of twenty Talents, which his An- 
ceſtors {till made good to him, in Acknowledgment of a 
Duty. This coarſe Behaviour of Onias incenſed Ptolemy 
 Ewergctes the Father of Phi/opater to ſuch a Degree, that he 
fear an #Zmba//ader expreſly to Feruſalem, with a Menace to 
demand the Payment of it, upon the Peril of having an Ar- 
"my quarter'd upon their Country at Diſcretion, and a new 
Plantation ſettled there, if they did not immediately com- 
ply. This Meſſage put the Fewvs out of their Wits: But O- 
nias out-faced the Danger, his Heart being only ſet upon his 
Money, | | | 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Joſeph, the Nephew of Onias, begs bis Uncle's Pardon 
f Ptolemy; mates his own Fortune by it, and Ad- 
vances bis Son Hyrcanus. 4% Leath of Joſeph. 


TE ER E was one Fo/eph, the Son of Tobias by the Siſter of 
 Omas the High-Prie/t. This Jeſe ph was a young Man; 
bur for his Integrity, Prudence, and Juſtice, a Perſon of 
great Reputation among the Jews. While he was one Time 
t Phicgla, the Place of his Birth, his Mother ſent pp an 
wr HE. ccount 
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Account of the Meſſenger before ſpoken of, and of his Buſi · 
neſs, who went immediately with an InveCttive to Onias for 
ſo manifeſt an Expoſure of the Publick Peace ; reproaching 
him withal, that if he could but ſave his Money, he car d not 
what became of the People, to whom he ſtood indebted for 
his Promotion, both Sacerdotal and Cuil. But however, if his 
Heart was ſo ſet upon his Pelf, that he would ſacrifice his 
Country, Friends and all, rather than part with it, he advi- 
ſed him at leaſt to make a dutiful Application to the King a- 
bout it, and to try if he could get the whole, or at leaſt ſome: 
Part of it remitted. Jnias made Anſwer, that he was not 
ſo fond of his Place, either in Church or State, but he could: 
willingly part with both, if it were permitted him, rather 
then go to the King upon that Errand; and that for his Part 
he would not meddle in the Matter. Why then, ſays 7 
ſeph, will you give me Leave to attend the King upon the. 
ſame Commiſſion ? Onias told him [With all his Heart.] So 
Joſeph went up to the Temple, where he called a Congregation, © 
and bad them chear up their Hearts, for he was in Hope 
that this Failing of his Uncle would have no further ill Con- 
ſequence; telling them, that if they thought fit, he would 
wait upon the King himſelf in their Name, and do the beſt 
he could to fet Matters right again. The whole Multitude 
gave him Thanks for the Propoſal, and ſo left the Bus'neſs 
entirely to his Menage. 7s/ep4h, upon this, went his Way, 
preſently to find out the King's Commiſſioner ; and when he 


had treated him ſplendidly for ſome certain Days, and made; as 


him rich Preſents, he diſmiſs'd him to his Maſter again, 


with an Aſſurance that he himſelf would follow him very” 
ſuddenly. Fo/eph's Heart was now ſet more and more upon 
this Expedition, being not only encourag'd and invited to 
it, by the King's Meſſenger, but ſure alſo of the beſt Ser- 
vice he could do him there; who made no doubt at all nej- 
ther, but that upon ſuch an Application, Zo/eph. might gain 
his Point. This Perſon was mightily taken with the good 
Graces and Addreſs of the young Man; and upon his Re- 
turn into Ægypt, reflefting abundantly upon the Ingratitude 
of Onias, he did not forget at the ſame Time, to: ſpeak the 
beſt Things in the World of 7o/eph, who he ſaid would be 
there himſelf cer long, on the Behalf of the People: which 
Office he had now taken upon himſelf, to atone forathe ill- 
natur'd Lazineſs of his Uncle. This Miniſter, in fine, was ſo 
taken up ſtill upon the Subject of 7o/eph's Character, and Com- 
mendations, that the King and his Wife Cleopatra were half in 
Love with him before ever they ſaw him. Upon this Occaſi- 
i- = A a a 4 on 
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on 7/cph ſent to his Friends in Samaria to take up Money 
for his Equipage; which in Cl6athes, Horſes, Carriages, Plate, 
and other Neceſſaries, ſtood him in a Matter of twenty Thou- 
ſand Drachma's. Ile had the Hap, in his Way to Alexandria 

to fall into Compan with a Train of the Princes and Nobi- 

lity of Syria and Phanicia, who were at that Time trovping 

up to the King to treat with him about his Revenue, accord- 

ing to a Yearly Cuſtom they had of putting it up by the Way 

of Outcry to the faireſt Bidder, Theſe great Men made 
© themſelves merry at the poor pitiful Appearance of Fo/eph 
ga his Retinue : But he kept on his Way ſtill, directly to A. 
e aria and being there informed that the King was ſtil 
tet Memphis, he proſecuted his Journey; and had the good Hap 
in to meet him ſitting in his Chariot with the Queen, and his 
particular Confident Athenion, in his Return to Alexandria. 
This Athenion was the Perſon that carry'd the Embaſſy ta 
Jieruſalem, and was fo honourably treated by 7o/iph there. 
> Joſeph was no ſooner in his Eye, but he gave the King to 
underſtand that this was the young Man whom he had ſpoken 

ſo many excellent Things of, at his coming back from Je- 
ruſalem. Ptolemy upon this, ſtopt and ſaluted him, and 

| took him into his Chariots complaining, upon the firft Greet- 
ing, how ill he had been us'd by Jnias. Sir, ſays Fo/eph, 
anio!d Man ts the ſecond Time a Child; and JI hope your Ma- 
Jeſt» will impute nothing to Onias beyond that Infirmity : But 
pio the young Men that are in their Vigour of Strength and Un- 
dlerſtanding, I dare be anſwerable for it, that yon ſhall not 
fad any one of us wanting in his Duty. The King was ſo 
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FRET — delighted with this Taſte of Jeſeph's Diſcretion and Civility, 
u pon the firft Encounter, that he gave Orders immediately 
for the Lodging of him in his own Palace, and entertaining 
of him at his own Table: which ſingular Reſpect went to 
the Hearts of the envious Syrians, when they came to ſee at 
Alexandria the Honour that was done to 7oſeph. 
The Day of Hudtion was now come on, when the ſeveral 
Branches of the Revenue were to be put-up; and the Nobili- 
ty of every ſeveral Province reſpectively to bid for the Pur- 
chaſe : So they came to a Contract for ezght Thouſand Talents 
upon the Duties ont of Cele-Syria, Phenicia, Fudea, and 
Samaria. Foſeph blam'd the Contractors, for beating down 
the Compoſition ſo much below the Value, and propounded 
the doubling of it himſelf, over and above the Forfeitures, 
Which theſe Publicans had reſerv'd for themſelves. The King 
Was very well pleas'd with this Propoſal for the Improve- 
ment of his Revenue, and in Favour of the Propoſer himfclf 
a j e | | 00: 
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too: But what Security can you-give, ſays he, for-the Per- 

formance of what you undertake? Joſeph pleaſantly enough 

reply'd, that he could give him the Security of Perſons be- 

| yond all Exception; and upon the King's bidding him Name 

them, his Anſwer was, that he doubted not but his Maje/ty 

and the Queen would be bound one te another for his Hoe 

| neſty and Juitice, The King, in fine, was ſo well fatisfy'd 

with this ingenious Way of Proceeding, that he intruſted him 

5 with his Revenue upon his Word, without any other Sureties, 

ö This ſurprizing Preference of a Stranger, put the reſt of the” 
U::dertakcrs exceedingly out of Humour, and out of Coun»: 

| tenance, to think of going back again with Shame a 

Repullſe, | | 


- 


Foſepb, upon being taken into this Truſt, deſir'd a Curl 
of tus Thouſand Soldiers to ſupport him in the Collecting of 
the Duty, in caſe of any Oppoſition, which Guard was granted 

him; and thereupon having borrow'd five Hundred Talents 
of theKing's Friends in A'exandria, he went his way inta Sys 
ria. Upon his coming to f5ka!on, and demanding the King's 

® Tribute there, they did not only refuſe him the Money, but 

© affronted him Outrageouſly with foul Words; but he pre- 
ſently cauſed his Soldiers to take up Twenty of the Ring+ 
leaders, and to put them to .exemplary Juſtice'; raiſing '& 
Thouſand Talents out of their forfeited E/tates, and ſent the 

& Treaſure to the King, with a particular Account of what had 

© been done. The King was fo wonderfully taken with the 
Conduct and Diſcretion of the Proceeding, that he left him 
to himſelf after that, to do whatever he thought fit. The 
freſh Example of this Severity upon the People of 4skalon, - 

wrought ſuch an Effect upon the reſt of the Syrians elſewhere, 

| that they ſet their Gates open in all Places to 7o/eph, and 
without any Difficulty, or Scruple, paid their Taxes. The 
Inhabitants of Scythopelis follow'd the Preſident alſo of A · 

| lon, in the obſtinate Refuſal of their cuſtoraary Impoſitions, 
and in the Contempt of the King's Officers, and Authority: 

3 So that 7% ph was forced to deal with the Heads of the Fac- 
tion there, as he had done before with thoſe at Askalon ; 
Confiſcating their E/tates, and applying the Forfeitures to 
the King's Uſe, and the Maintenance of the Government; 
accounting it a Point of Wiſdom to ſecure what they had 
| got, and to make their Country maintain itſelf; to ſay no- 
thing of the many rich Preſents that were made by the By, 
both to the King, and to his People; and many more to the 
King's Well-willers, and Favourites; by which Means Ja- 


Al, both gained Friends, and kept them... 
by: - Feſeph 
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Fo liod in chis State of Proſperity, for the Space of two 
= dd twenty Years, having had ſeven Sons by one Wife, and 
'. another by the Daughter of his Brother So/ymius, whoſe 
Name was Hyrcamtes, whom he took to Wife upon this Oc- 
ein. | 
Travelling oneTime in Company with his Brother to Alex- 
andria, to find out ſome Few of Quality that might be a 
Match for a Daughter of his that he took along with him, 
and was at that Time Marriageable ; as he was at Supper 
i the King, he fell paſſionately in Love with a beautiful 
chat he ſaw Dance there for the King's Entertainment. 
As made his Brother his only Confident of the Secret, defiring 
di that ſince he could not lawfully enjoy her as his Wife, 
—_  {bcinga Stranger) he would do him the good Office to bring 
| *them together Privately. His Brother, promiſing that he 
would do what he could in it, dreſs'd up his own Daughter, 
and at Night put her to Bed to him. 7o/eph, that had taken 
a Cup too much, paſs'd the firſt Night by a Miſtake with his 
Brother's Daughter, and never found the Error. This Abuſe 
was put upon him over and over; and the oftener he enjoy'd 
this Converſation, the more enamour'd he grew of his Mi- 
ſtreſs, till at laſt he made his moan to his Brother, that he 
was afraid he ſhould never get that Love out of his Heart; 
beſide that he fear'd the King would never agree to make a 
Match of it. As for that Fancy, ſays Solymius, trouble your 
Head no further; for you may lawfully. enjoy the Woman 
you love, and enjoy her as your Wife too. Salymius con- 
Feſſed the whole Matter to him; and that he had rather 
choſen to ſuffer an Affront in the Perſon of his Daughter, 
then to have his Brother guilty of ſo Diſhonourable a Sin. 
Foſeph, upon this Diſcovery, extoll'd his Tenderneſs and 
Friendſhip to the Skies, and Marry'd his Daughter ; by whom 
he had Hyrcanus, as we have ſaid already. This ſame Hyr- 
eanus, at thirteen Years of Age, gave the World ſuch Hopes 
of him, to all the Purpoſes of Generoſity, Underſtanding, 
and good Nature, that the Pregnancy of this Youth (being 
the youngeſt of that Stock) drew a mortal Envy upon him, 
from the reſt of his Brothers ; as having the Reputation of an 
Advantage over all the reſt. Now 79/eph, out of a deſire to 
make an Experiment, which of his Children was the beſt in- 
clin'd, ſent them one by one to the moſt expert Maſters he 
could think of in their ſeveral Profeſſions : But betwixt Sloth 
and Lazineſs, they all came home again as ignorant as they 
went out. 7o/eph, after this, ſent his youngeſt Son Hyrcanus, 
upon a ſeven Days Journey into Deſart. with three e 
» air 


Plough to ;einer. When he came to the Place, and wanted 
his Tackle, he was advis'd by tome Huſband- Men to ſend 
home to his Father for it; but he was againſt loſing ſo much 


Tine, and therefore bethought hiniclt ef an Invention that 
look d liker che Stratagem of an old beaten Soldier, then the 


Shift ot a Child; that is to ſay, he caus'd ten Yoke of Oxen 
to be kill'd, dividing the Fleſh among his Workmen; and 
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Pair of Oxen to plough and ſow there, having firſt privately. 
taken away the Lincs that ſhould couple the Yoke, and the 


. =—_ 


cutting tne Skins into Thongs, he tack'd the Oxen and their 
Gea.es together; plough'd up the Ground, and ſow'd it aw. . 


his Father had order'd him, and ſo went Home again. Upon = 


his R urn, his Father kiſſe ] and embraced him, bleſhag 
himſelf ar his Hreſence of Thought, and the Prudence of his 
Behaviour, and to conſider that fo very a Youth ſhould have 


the Steadineſs of Mind to put ſo extraordinary an Invention 


in Execution. So that Hyrcanus was to his Father, as if he 
hid >ccn his only Son; but his Brothers hatred him. 


Aboot this Cime, there was News brought to Jeep that 


the Quecn was deliver'd of a Son, to the exceediag Joy ofthe 
-rinces and great Men of Syria, who preſently troup'd away 

aer in great Pomp to A'exandria, to gratulate the Kin 
+1. the Court upon this Bleſſing, only Jaſeph, by reaſon o 
1's Age, was forc:d to ſtay behind. But he had a Mind 


an , to feel how his Sons ſtood affected to this Expediti- 
13 41d upon putting them to the Queſtion, one did not un- 
ﬀZerjta'd they ays of the Court, he ſaid, another made a Difficulty - 


of ſh-wing himſelf to the Xing, and ſo with one Pretence after 


another, they put it to their Father to ſend Hyrcanus onthe - 


Errand; Which he was very glad to hear, and had him cald 


* 


in imm-diatelv. Son, ſays Joſeph, what if I ſhould ſend you 


now up914 Complement to the King? cou d you behave yourſelf 's 
di you think, as you ouzht to de? Why Sir, ſays Hyr@anus, L 


ſhould rake it for great Honour to be ſo employ'd, and molt. 


readily obey you. And ſays further, I ſhould not put you 


to any great Expence neither ; for I would menage every - 


Thing as well as I could, and a matter of ten Thouſand Drach- 
ma's would do my Bus'neſs. The Father was much delighted 


with his Son's Sobriety and Moderation; and fo the Diſcourſe 


ſtopt for a while, till the Son after a little Pauſe brake the 
Silence. Sir, ſays he, if I durſt be ſo free with you, I would 


propoſe it to you not to ſend the King any Pre ents from this 


Place; but rather write to your Agent at Alexandria, to furniſh 
mo wherewithal to buy the Richeſt, and the moſt agrecablecurio- 


ities forPreſents for the Ring, that are to be had for Money * 
7 


— 
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es reckon'd upon it, that ſome ten Talents perhaps might 


N Terve the Turn: 80 that he comply'd with his Son, and gave 


him Letters vf Credit to Arion his Caſh-keeper at Alexandria, 
who had ſome. re Thouſand Talents at that Time in his 
Hands: It being Feſeph's Method ſtill to remit thither the 
Collections he receiv'd in Syria, to be there returned into the 


- Treaſury upon the preciſe Pay-Day which Arion was in- 


truſted to take care of Hyrcanus was no ſooner diſpatcht, 
but away he went to Aricx at Alexandria with his Letters; 
his Brothers at the ſame Time being engaged in a ſecret 


| 8 Practice and Deſign upon his Life. Upon the Delivery of 
is Credentials, Arien alk'd him how many Talents would 
ferve his Turn; Computing that about ten Talents, or ſome- 


what over, might be ſufficient. Hyrcanus told him that he 
Mould have Occaſion for a Theuſand Talents. What ! ſays 


| © Arion, to be ſguander'd away in Luxury and Profuſion ? No, 
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no, Sir, ſays he, your Father made his Fortune by Induſtry, 
and good Huſbandry, and you ſhould do well to tread in his 
Steps. In ſhort, you are like to have but ten Talents of me, 
and I will ſee every Penny of the Money laid out upon the 
Preſents #00. At this Rate he went on hu ting and ſwag- 
gering ſo long, till Hyrcanus took him up, and laid him 
by the Heels for his Sawcineſs. Now the Wife of Arien be- 
ing much in the Queen's Favour, carry'd the Tidings of this 
Adventure preſently to her Miſtreſs ; and the Queen handed it 
to the King, not without ſomewhat of Reproach upon the 
Raſhneſs and Intemperance of the young Man. This Com- 


_  plaint was ſoon follow'd by a Meſſage from the King to Hyr- 


eanus, giving to underſtand, that he being ſent expreſly by 


£ His Father to attend his Majeſty, he very much wonder'd that 


ke ſhould never come at him: And not only at that neither, 
hut likewiſe at his taking upon him to impriſon his Father's 
Agent Wherefore it was. his Majeſty's Command, that he 
ſhould wait upon him, and acquit himſelf if be could, of 
the Charge that was exhibited againſt him. Hyrcanus deſir'd 
the Meſſenger to inform the King, that by the 7euiſh Law, 
no Man was permitted to Eat of the Fleſh of any Thing that 
was Sacrificed, that had not been firſt in the Temple, and of- 
fered Sacrifice himſelf; which by a Parity of Reaſon was his 
= Cafe, for he durſt not wait upon his Majeſty, till he 
had firſt preſented the Oblations, which his Father had in- 
truſted him withal, in Teſtimony of his Gratitude and Duty: 
And for the matter of Puniſhing a Servant for his Diſobedi- 
ence, he thought, with Submiſſion, that he had great Right 
on his Side; for the Relation is ſo near betwixt great Ma- 


| ſters 0 
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ſters and little Ones, that an ill — in a Subject ſtretches 
in the Conſequence to the King hi 
tempt of Authority paſſes with Impunity, the Precedent is 
Contagious. The King could not but ſmile and wonder at the 
hearing of this, to find ſo great a Soul in ſo young a Creature. 
Arion perceiving by this Time that his Court - Intereſt fail'd 
him, deliver'd the thou/and Talents that were demanded of 
him, as a Compoſition for his Liberty. After three Days, 
| Hyrcanus went to Court to pay his Reſpects to the King and 
Queen; where he had the Honour out of a ſingular Reſpe& 
' they bear to his Father, to be admitted to their Table. While 
this was in Agitation, he Contracted privately with certain 
Merchants for a Hundred of the moſt beautiful Youths that wers 
to be gotten, at a Talent a Head; and as many lovely ingeni- 
ous Girls at the ſame Price. Being invited after this to the 
King's Entertainment, together with other Perſons of the 
moſt eminent Quality, the Officers that had the ordering of 
the Ceremony in the ranging of the Guelts, aſſign'd Hyrca- 
nus, being but a Youth, the loweſt Place at the Table. When 
the reſt of the Company had fill'd their Bellies with the Fleſh, 
they laid their Bones together by Conſent in a Mockery, be- 


elf: for where the Cons * 


fore Hyrcanus; and ſet on Tryphon, a jeſting Buffoon that 


the King took Pleaſure to make ſport with; who in his ſaw. 
cy way deſir'd the King to take notice, what a Heap of Bones 
Hyrcanus had before him. Juſt fo, ſays he, has the Father 
pick'd the Bones of all Syria, as the Son has ſerv'd thoſe 
Bones that are now before him. The King could not but ſmile 
at the Drollery of the Conceit, and aſked Zyrcanus how he 
came to have ſuch a Pile of Bones before him. Oh Sir, ſays he, 
there's no Wonder in it at all; for the Dogs devour Fleſh and 
Bones and all, pointing with his Eye to thoſe that had none 
before them: But Men, ſays he, ſuch as I am, when they have 
done with the Fleſh, throw away the Bones as I do. The King 
found him fo Facetious, that he not only applauded him him- 
ſelf, but recommended him alſo to the Reſpe& and Kindneſs 
of the Company. Hyrcanus made his Court upon the Day fol- 
lowing to the King's Friends, and the great Men about him; 
and fell to Pumping of the Servants what Preſents their Ma- 
ſters intended to Complement the King withal, upon the Birth 
of the Prince. So one ſaid twelve Talents perhaps; another, 
more or leſs, according to their Ability; ſome, in fine, one 
Thing; ſome, another: Hyrcanus ſeeming uneaſie all this 
while, upon a Pretence, that he could not come up to their 
Proportion; for five Talents was all that he was to Advance. 
Thele Servants told their Maſters what paſs'd betwixt them 


and 
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| and Hyrcanus, who were not a little pleas'd to think how the 
\. Narrowneſs of the young Man's Preſent would leflen him in, 
the Eſteem of the King. But when it came to appear upon 
the Day appointed for the Solemnity of making their Oblati- 
ons, that Twenty Talents was the molt that was given by any 
Man, Hyrcanus' only-excepted, whole t reicnt was a2 Hundred ; 
Boys, and. a hundred Girls. The former tor be King ; the 
other for the Queen; and with every one of then: 4 / a/crt 
-for another Preſent over and above. This was to cxceliive, 
and ſo unexpected a Munificence, that the King himiclt and 
al his Friends were in Admiration at it: Beſide the Gratuity 
divers Talents more, that were diſtributed among the 
"King 's Miniſters and Officers for fear of the worſt ; Hyrcanus's 
Brothers having employ'd their uttermoſt Intere eit with them 
to get him deſtroy'd. The King was lo tenderly ſenſible of 
the Greatneſs of the young Man's Mind, and the graceful 
Way of expreſſing it, that he bad him aſk what he would 
and he ſhould have it; of which generous Offer he made no 
other Uſe, then to deſire his Majeſty's Letters of Recommen- 
dation back again to his Father, and to his Brethren, So 
the King took an honourable Leave of him; Preſented him 
like a Prince; and with Commendatory Letters to his Father 
and Brothers, and to his own Officers and Governours, he 
gave him his Diſcharge. But when his Brothers came to 
underſtand how magnificently the King and Queen had re- 
ceived him; and the Eſteem they had of him; and that his 
Reputation was now much greater at his Return then it was 
before this Expedition, they laid their Heads together how 
they might meet him out of the Town under Pretence of a 
' Complement, and deſtroy him; and this not altogether with- 
out their Father's Privity neither, who was ſo highly diſguſt- 
ed at his extravagant Expence upon the late Preſents, that 
he did not. much care what became of him, though he was 
forced however to diſſemble the Matter for fear of the King. 
It came to this Iſſue in the Concluſion, that the Brothers 
met, and aſſaulted him upon the Way; and after a gene- 
rous Reſiſtance on his Part, loſt a conſiderable Number of 
their Train: Two of the Brotherhood kill'd upon the Place, 
and the reſt made the beſt Shift they could to get back again 
to their Father at Feruſalem. Hyrcanus kept on his Way 
into the City ; but finding that no body own'd him there, 
he croſs'd the River Jordan for his own Security, where he 
ſpent the Remainder of his Life in gathering the King's Du- 
ties from the Barbarians, This was in the Days of Seleucus 


the King of Alia, otherwiſe called Soter, or the. | Saviour; the 
Son 
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Son of Antiochus the Great ; and at the ſame Time dy'd 70. 


ſeph the Father of Hyrcanus ; a Man of great Piety and Re- 


ſolution ; and a Perſon that highly contributed to the Re- 
lief and Well-being of the Fews, in all their Diſtreſſes. He 
executed a Commiſſion of Receiver of all publick Duties in 
Syria, Phenicia, and Samaria, for the Space of two and 
twenty Year. His Uncle Onias dy'd alſo about the ſame 


Time, and his Son Simon ſucceeded him to the Prieſthood ; 


and he going off too, his Son 9nias ſucceeded him, to whom 
Arius King of the Lacedæmonians ſent an Embaſſy in the 
Terms following. [65/19 * 


2 
* —_ . 


CHAP. v. 


Arius King of Lacedæmon claims Kindred of the Jews, 
and writes to Onias the High-Prieſt, about an All- 

ance. {he Lacedzmonians derive from Abraham. 
Hyrcanus builds a glorious Caſtle by the Name of 
Tyre. He lays violent Hands on himſelf. 


— * 


Arius King of the Lacedæmonians to Onias, Health. 


* Hereas there is come to our Hand an ancient Manue 

« ſcript, ſetting forth the near Affinity betwixt our 
& Aneeſtors and yours, and the Relation we have to the Line 
« of Abraham; it is but reaſonable for Brethren ſo nearly 
« ally'd to do all good Offices one toward another. This is 
te therefore to offer you the Command of any Thing within 
4 our Power to ſerve you, as we ourſelves thould take the 
« ſame Freedom in looking upon your Concerns as our 
e own, and joining in one common Intereſt. You are to 
receive this Letter from our truſty Subject and Servant 
5 Demoteles; Written in a Quarto-Page, and Seal'd with 
<* the Figure of an Eagle holding a Dragon in her Talons.“ 
This was the Purport of the Letter. 


After the Death of Jeſe ph, the People brake out into Muti- 


nies, and Seditions, upon the Quarrel of the Sons that he had 


left behind him; the elder Brothers making War upon the 
Younger. The greater Part of the People appearing alſo in 
Favour of the former, and among the reſt, Simon the High- 
Prieſt, upon the Account of his Relation. Hyrcanus did not 


think fit to return to Zeru/alem ; but however kept himſelf (tilt 


beyond 
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beyond Jordan, where he was haraſs'd by a perpetual War 
Wich the Arabians, killing great Numbers of them, and carry- 


ing otbers into Captivity. He cauſed to be erected there a 
marvellous ſtrong Caſtle ; the Walls from the Bottom to the 
Top all of white Stone, with Figures upon them of ſeveral 
Sorts of Creatures, of an extraordinary Size and Proportion. 
This Building was encompaſſed with a deep Ditch, or Fiſh- 
Pool; and Vaults cut through a Mountain juſt againſt it, 
of ſeveral Furlongs in Length, and only broad enough at the 
Mouth for one Man to enter at a Time, which they did both 


: for Fear, and Security. There were alſo in this Caſtle fair 
+ Eating-Rooms ; and Places for Entertainment and Lodging; 


Variety of Fountains up and down, both for Pleaſure, and 
for Ornament; large Courts, ſtately Buildings, lovely and 

ſpacious Gardens: And to this Place thus perfected he gave 
the Name of Tyre, which lies upon the Borders of Arabia, and 


Laas beyond Jordan, and not far from the Country of 


the Eſſebonites. Hyrcanus held this Government for the Space 
of ſeven Years: That is to ſay, for the whole Time that Se- 
leucus Reign'd in Syria. After his Death, his Brother Antio- 
= ebus ſucceeded him, otherwiſe called Epiphanes ; and then 


duy'd Ptolemy allo, King of Ægypt, who was likewiſe called 


" Epiphanes. This Ptolemy left two Sons behind him in their 


RE Minority; the Name of the Elder was Philome tor, and the 


Name of the other, Phyſcon. Antiochus was at that Time ve- 
ry ſtrong and powerſul ; inſomuch that Hyrcanus, for fear 
of being call'd to an Account for his Inroads upon the Ara- 
bians, laid violent Hands upon himſelf, and Autiechus took 
Poſſeſſion of all his Goods and Eſtate. | 


— 
ä * 


. "CHAT VL. 
Onlas, otherwiſe Menelavs, is Fxcluded from the Pon- 
tifſcat. He betabes hin, ſelf to Antiochus, and A. 
poſtatizes from bis Religion. Antiochus makes a ſu- 
-rious Inroad into Egygt; but the Romans force him 

- back again. | 


VIA the High-Pris/t dying about this Time, Antic- 
chus Epiphanes advanced to the Poxntificat his Brother Je- 
ſus, in the Minority 6f a Son he had then living, of * 


at” 


* 
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ſhall ſpeak hereafter. This Jeſus fell under the King's Diſs 
pleaſure, who depoſed him from the Pontificat, and trans- 
ferred it afterward to Onias the younger Brother. Now theſe 
were the three Sons of Simon, and they all came to the Dig- 
nity, as we have already ſet forth: But Jeſus choſe rather to 
take upon himſelf the Name of J7aſen, as the other changed 
hig Name for Menelaus. In this Confuſion of chopping and 

changing, one Brother advanc'd a Faction againſt the other, 
and the People divided upon it. The Sons of Tobias ſided 
with the new High-Prie/t Menelaus ; but the greater Part of 
the Multitude joined Intereſts with 7a/en ; and ſo much o- 
ver-power'd the other, that Menelaus, and the Sons of Tas 
bias, withdrew to Antioch, declaring themſelves, that they» 
would no longer be ty'd up to their Country's Laws and In- 
itutions, but go over to the Religion of their King, and 
the Greek Way of Worſhip ; deſiring Liberty to erect a Kind 
of Academy, or Place for publick Exerciſes in Feruſalem. 
Upon the obtaining of this Licence, they order'd their Bo- 
dies fo, that even naked there was no viſible Difference be- 
twixt them and the Greeks ; at the ſame Time caſting off all 
Regard to the Fewiſh Laws and Cuſtoms, and betaking them- 
ſelves to the Ways and Manners of other Nations. 
Antiochus finding himſelf at this Time ſo eafy at Home, 
and his People ſo well ſettled, had a great Mind to try an Ex- 
pedition into Egypt, partly out of an Ambition to make 
himſelf Maſter of the Country, and partly encourag'd by the- 
Weakneſs and Inability of Pfolemy's Sons, to menage ſuch 4 
War. So that he advanced with a mighty Army to Peluſi- 
unt, where he (lily circumvented Philometor by Craft, and 
got Footing in Egypt; advancing from thence to Memphis, 
and other neighbouring Places, which he reduced likewiſe, 
and fo to Alexandria, with a Deſign to reduce at once both 
the King and the City ; but upon peremptory Command of 
the Romans, to withdraw his Army immediately, upon his 
utmoſt Peril, he gave over his Deſign, and quitted what he 
had taken, as we have ſaid heretofore : But in regard that 
we have only touch'd upon this Subject in our former Write 
ings, it will be now neceſſary to handle the Hiſtory of this 
King more at large; and in particular to report the Manner 
of his taking Jeruſalem, and the Temple. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Jeruſalem betray'd to Antiochus. The Temple rifled ; 
the City levelPd, and the Worſhip * God forbidden 
upon Pain of Death and Torments. „ many 
Jews turn Idolaters. The Samaritans _ the 

Sha a at Gerizin 70 Jupiter. 


4 et 


\ Ntiochus, at his Return from Egypt, when he was fright- 
ed away by the Menaces of the Romans, marched with 
7 Army outright to Jeruſulem, and enter'd the City in the 
Hundred and forty third Year from the Time that the King- 
dom of Syria fell into the Family of Seleucus. He made 
Himſelf Maſter of it without any Sort of Difficulty ; for the 
EE Gates were ſet open to him by the Treachery of a Party he 
bad made in the Town, where he exerciſed great Cruelty, 
and put a great many People to the Sword, without Diſtinc- 
tion of Friend or Foe ; pillag'd the City, and carry'd the 
Treaſure away to Antioch, 

This Calamity happen'd in the ſecond Year after the ta- 
"king of the City, in the Hundred forty and fifth Year from 
the fir/t Seleucus; the twenty fifth Day of the Month which 
ve call Chaſleu ; the Macedonians Apelleus and in the Hun- 

dred fifty and third 045 OE In the Licence of this Out- 
rage, they did not ſpare ſo much as thoſe that quietly open'd 
the Gates to them, only for the greater Liberty of breaking 
in upon the Riches of the Temple; where the Spoil was ſo - 
conſiderable, that the very Value, they thought might, in 
ſome, Degree, atone for the Treachery, The Temple, in 
ſhort, was wholly /?ript and rifled; all the holy Veſſels, and 
Utenſils taken away ; the Golden Candleſticks, the Golden A 
tar; and the Table of Shew-Bread, as they call'd it, among 
the reſt. The Curtains, and the Embroidery of Silk and fine 
Linnen; nay, the very Hiding-Places, where they conceal'd 
an immenſe Maſs of 7; reaſure, were all laid open and expos'd; 
and not ſo much as any Relicts left of this prodigious Wealth. 
And further, to conſummate the Miſery of theſe poor Peo- 
ple, their daily Sacrifices were forbidden ; ; the City levelld 
with the Ground; the [:habitants partly kill'd, partly car- 
ry'd ow Ceptives together with their Wives and Children, 
to the Number of en . houfa 24, their Halls demoliſh'd, their 


12 


ſtately Edifices conſum'd by Fire: They erected a Tower in ce 


the City, that over look'd, and commanded the * 
| 0 40 
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ſelf; and when they had ſupply'd and fortify'd the Place, à 
great Garriſon of Macedonians put into it, but not without 
2 Mixture of execrable and apoſtate cus, that were as mali- 
cious as the very worſt of their Enemies. They raiſed an 
Altar in the Temple, and ſacrificed Hogs upon it, in a moſt 
ſpiteful Contradiction to the Laws and C nſtitutions of the 
Zews. They put all People to Extremities that would not 
renounce the True God, and worſhip their Idols: And lo in all 
other Cities and Towns, they built Temples and 4/tars, for 
the daily Sacrifice of Swine's Fleſh. They made it gri-vouſly' 
penal for any of their Fews to circumciſe their Children, 
keeping their Officers and Informers ſtill at Hand, either to 
proſecute them upon the Violation of their Edicts, or to ex- 
tort from them by Terror, or Force, an Obedience: And lo 
it was, in fine, that the greater Part of the Jews, either of 
their own Accord, or for the Fear of Puniſhment, comply'd 
with the King's Orders; though there were others again ſo 
brave and generous, as to ſtand firm againſt all Trials of” 
Torment, and Death itſelf, rather than depart from the K. 
gion and Laws of their Country: having their Bodies cut and 
tora with #hzps, and then erucify'd alive, with their Mives, 
and ſo many of their Children as were circumcis'd, hanging 
about their Necks, according to the King's Jrder. The holy 
Scriptures to be deſtroy'd alſo wherever they were fouad, © _ 
and it was made Death ſo much as to entertain them, 

Whea the Samaritans found the eus brought to ſo mi- 
ſerable a State of Diſtreſs, there was no longer any Talk of 
claiming Kin'red with them, or crying up the Temple of Ge. 
rizin for the Temple of God ; but they were off and on ſtill, 
as it lay for their Intereſt ; as we have noted of them before. 
Alas, Alas! They were of the Race of the Medes and Perſi- 
ans, they ſaid, (as in Truth they were) and nothing would 
ſerve them, but as they muſt waſh their Hands of having any 
Thing to dv with ſo wretched a Peop'e, by a folemn Embaſſy ' 
and Addreſs to Antiochus ; which they diſpatched away up- 
on this Occaſion, and in theſe Terms. | | 


To the King Antiochus Epiphanes, the illuſtrious God 
The humble Petition of the Sidomians, Inhabitants of 
Sichem, Sheweth, — 


5 1 AT the Forefathers of your Petitioners lying under 
2 the Affliction of many and grievous Plagues in 
their own Country, were partly wrought upon by that Ca- 
„„ * lamity, 


1 , WW,” 
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« lamity, and in Part prevail'd upon by the Superſtition of 
& an ancient Cuſtom to join in the Religious Obſervarice of 
4 a certain Feſtival which the 7eus call the Sabbath, and in 
the execting of a Temple upon the Mountain Gerizzn, where 
& Sacrifices were offered to a God without a Nume. Now 
e ſince ſo it is, that your Majeſty hath been pleaſed to order 
& the Puniſhment of this wicked People, according to their 
% Deſerts, and to appoint Officers, who upon a Suppoſition 
c that we were all of the ſame Stock, are thereby induced 
to involve your Petitioners with“ the Fews in the ſame 
Crime: Whereas we derive our Original from the Sido- 
« nians, as we can make appear by Records extant to this 
cc Day. May it therefore pleaſe your Majeſty, out of your 
* Clemency and Goodneſs, to Grant fuch Order to Apollo- 
& nius our Governcur, and to Nicanar his Deputy, in Favour 
& of your Petitioners, that they may not be any further 
© moleſted for the Future, upon the Suſpicion of any Cor- 
& reſpondency or Confederacy with the Jews, to whom we 
| 0 are as much Strangers in our Manners, as in our Extrac- 
© tion: and we do further pray that the Temple, which hath 
53 « food hitherto without any Dedication at all, may from 
: e this Time forward be called % eng e of Jupiter of Greece, 
'& to the End that when we ſhall live in more Security and 
& Freedom as to the Government of our own private Af- 
4 fairs, we may the better attend thoſe Duties in the Ad- 


„ yancement of your Service and Revenue, 


1 9 mn See - nc. pg) 


In Anſwer to this Requeſt of the Samaritans, the King 
wrote back as follows. 


King Antiochus '0 Nicanor. 


et Aving received a Petition from the Sidoninns at Sichem, 
141 © which we have here anncxed to this Letter; this 
ce is to let you underſtand, that it appeareth unto us, and 
& to our Coungil, upon the Information of the Buarers theres 
& of, that the Sidonians are no Way guilty of the Crimes 
4 charged upon the Fews ; but on the contrary, that. they 
« govern themſelves according to the Way and Faſhion of 
& the Greeks ; wherefore it is our Will and Pleaſure that 
ce they receive no further Trouble about this Matter: And 
“eas to what concerns the 7:mple, it is our Will likewiſe, 
te that from this Time forward it miy be known and diſtin» 
1 _ 'd by the Name o the T mpl- of Jupiter of Greece. 
« We have writtcn to he lame Effect alſo to our Govcr- 

| Dour 
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* nour Apo lonius. Dated in the Year forty ix, and the e. 
« leventh Day of the Month of Hecatomb@on. 
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Matthias, and his Sons kill the N! efſengers that a- 
force the to a Falfe Worlh'ip. His dying Speech. 


a 'F: HERE lived at this Time in Modim, (a Village of Ju- 

dæa) one Matthias, a Prieſt of the Family of Fearih, 
and a Native of Jeruſaſem. This Matthias was the © Son 
of Fohn, the Son of Simon; and Simon the Son of A/monaeus. 
Matthias had five Sons: Foannan, who was ſurnamed Gaddis ; 
Simon, otherwiſe Thaſſi; Fudas who was alſo called Macca- 
bus; Elcazar, alias Auran; and Jonathan ſurnamed Apphus, 
This Matthias would be ever now and then condoling with 
his Sons, upon the deplorable State of the Jewiſh Nation ; 
their City laid deſo ate; their Temple pillag d and prophan'd, 
with a Thouſand other Calamities ; and he would be often 
ſaying alſo, how much more glorious it would be to fall a 
Sacrifice to the Laws and Religion of their Country, than to 
linger out a miſerable Life at this Servile Rate. 

Upon the coming of the King's Officers into the Village ro 
preſs the Execution of their Maſter's Orders, they began with 
Matthias, as a Perſon of Authority, and one that might be a 
leading Example to all the reſt, They Jaid before him the 
Danger of diſobeying, with the Advantages and Rewards he 
Mould receive upon his Compliance; and upon theſe Terms, 
charg'd him in the King's Name to worfhip as he was com- 
manded ; which he not only refuſed to do, but told them 
frankly morgpver, that if every Soul within their Maſter's 
Dominions ſhould yield to him in that Particular, he would 
never either ſubmit to him himſelf, or adviſe any of his Sons 
to abandon the Religion of their Country. Mat hias ftopt here; 
and after a ſhort Silence, out ſtept a Few to Sacrifice aecord- 
ing to the King's Way ; but Matthias and his Sons were ſo in- 
flam'd at the Indignity of this Aﬀont, that in a Fury they 
not only k/d the Few, but the Kinz's Officer Apelles, with 
all his Guard about him, as they were forcing the People to 
| B b b 1 | that 
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1 Maccab. 2. * Al Mattathias. Lee Druſi: e Co mmentary 
upon the Words of the M. Tefl. © In the firſt Bock of the Jeu. 
106 am, c. 1. he calls him the Son -of Aſemaneus. See V or ſtiuad 
Difertation de Syredriis Hebræorum. 
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"that abominable Morſbip. In this Heat, they overturn'd the 
Altar: allo ; Matthias calling out with a loud Voice to the 

People about him. As many of you, ſays he, as have any 
Regard fer yuur Honour, or for your Religion, follow me: 
Ard fo the Father and the Sons-withdrew themſelves imme- 
diately into the Wilderneſs, leaving their Goods and their 
Effects behind them. Soon after this, a great Part of the 

\xeſt of the People, with their Wives and Children, after ſo 
generous an Example, fled into the ſame Deſert, where 
they made a Shift to live for ſome Time in Caves. When 
this came to the Ear of the King's General Officers, they 
drew the Garriſon out of the Caſtle at Feru/alem, and march'd 
after the cus into the Wilderneſs. Upon coming up to 
them, they try'd them firſt by good Counſel, and fair Words ; 

_ adviſing them to bethink themſelves, and to take ſoberer 
Meaſures, without forcing the Soldiers upon the Neceſhty of 
a Military Execution: But all this was to no Purpoſc ; and 
when they ſaw there was no good to be done that Way, 
they pitch'd upon the Sabbath-Day for an Attack upon them ; 
burning and deſtroying them in their Holes, withont any 

Sort of Reſiſtance, and without ſo much as ſtopping the 
Mouths of their Caves ; for ſuch was the Reverence they had 
For the Sacredneſs of that Day, and for the Obſervance of 

the Laws that commanded them to keep it holy, that they 
choſe: rather to periſh, then prophane it. There were a 
Matter of a Thouſand of them, Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren that were thus ſuffocated under Ground ; but there 
were great Numbers alſo that made their Eſcape, and liſted 
themiclves under the Command of Matthias. But upon this 
Experiment, he preached another Doctrine to them; and 

that in Caſe of ſuch an Extremity, they were to fight, and 
to defend themſelves upon the Sabbath, as well as upon ano- 
ber Day, for otherwiſe that Scruple would be their total 
Deſtruction; when their Enemies taking Advantage of that 
Superſtition, would be ſpre ſtill to attack them at a Time 
hen they were certain they ſhould meet with no Reſiſtance. 
The Reaſon of this Diſcourſe was ſo clear, that they were 
all convinced of the Lawfulneſs of uſing their Arms upon 
the Sabbath in Caſe of Neceſſity ; and the Practice of it hag 
continu'd ever ſince. This great General was by this Time 
Maſter of a conſiderable Force; inſomuch that he deſtroy'd 
their 4/tars, and put all Apoſtates to the Sword wherever 
he could come at them ; appointing Children to be circum- 
cis'd, which was before forbidden; and driving away the 
King's Officers that were appointed to hinder it: 2 
| e . | awn 
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drawn all into a' Body, that had diſperſed themſelves up 
and down into Privacies and Hiding-places for Fear of the 
Enemy. A... l 
. having now been a full Year in this Command, 
felt himſelf ſeized with a mortal Illneſs; and calling his Sons 
about him, ſpake to them to this Purpoſe. My dear Sons, 
ſays he, my Life is drawing to an End,; but 1am now to charge 
you upon my Bleſſiag, before I leave you, that you ſtand firm 
to the Cauſe that your Father has aſſerted before you, without 
any ſtaggering cr fhrinking.. Remember what I have told you, 
and do as I have advis'd you. Do your uttermoſt 10 ſupport 
the Rights, and the Laws of your Country, and to reſtore the 
Order of a Nation that wants but very little of being fwallow'd 
up in Confuſion : Have nothing to do with thoſe, that either 
for Fear, or for Intereſt, have betray'd it. Shew yourſelves 
to be Sons worthy of ſuch a Father; and in Contempt of all 
Force and Extremity, carry your Lives in your Hands, and 
deliver them up with Comfort, if any Occaſion ſhould require 
it, in Defence of your Country ; computing with yourſelves, 
that this is the Way to preſerve you in God's Favour ; and that in 
Conſideration of. unſhaken a Virtue, he will in Time reftare 
you to the Liberty of your former Life and Manners. Our 
Bodies tis true, are mortal; but great and generous Actions 
will make us immortal in our Memory, and that's the Glory TI 
would have you aſpire to: That is to ſay, the Glory of makin 
the Hiſtory of your Life famous to After-Ages by your 22 
trious Actions. Be ſure, in the firſt Place, to agree among 
yourſelves, and in what Caſe ſoever any one of you hath an 
Advantage over the reſt, give Way to every Man in the Bus'- 
neſs of his Province and Talent. As for Example; it being 
Simon's Faculty to make a right Judgment of Things, T ſhall 
adviſe you to make him your Councel. Maccabeus is a Man 
made for Military Conduct and Bravery ; Wherefore chuſe 
him for your General, as the beſt qualify'd far the vindicat- 
ing of your Friends, and for the cruſhing of your Enemies, 
Do but mind your Buſineſs and depend upon it, that all Men 
of Honour and Piety will join with you, 85 | 
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After the Death of Matthias, Judas ſucceeds to the 
TITTY. © 


* 


Atthias concluded his Diſcourſe to his Sons with 
IVI Prayers to God for a Bleſſing upon their Endea- 
ours, toward the Redemption of their Country-men, and 
he Recovery of their ancient Rights and Privileges. He 
departed this Life ſoon after ; and _ bury'd at Miodim, 
To ſoon as his Funeral Obſequies, according to the Forms 
of Decency and Honour, were well over, Judas, otherwiſe 
called Matcabeus, had the publick Adminiſtration put in- 
to his Hands, which was in the Year One Hundred forty ſix, 
"reckoning from Seleugus the Firſt : And he was ſo well ſe- 
* 'conded by his Brothers, that he clear'd the Country of the 
"Enemy ; put all Renegado's to the Sword, and purged the 
Land from all the abominable Pollutions that had been prac- 
tis d there. VV | F 
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. fo 
Judas Maccabeus defeats Apollonius, the Governour of 
Samaria, and kills him hand to hand. Seron, upon 
tbis, marches againſt Judas. He himſelf falls in the 
 Aftion, and bis Army is totally routed. © 


TH E News of this Turn of Affairs upon the Progreſs of 
Judas, brought Apollonius the Governour of Samaria 
in all Haſte up with his Army againſt Judas: who, without 
any Loſs of Time, met him half Way, fought and routed 
him; kill'd a great Number of his People upon the Place, 
and Apollonius himfelf for one; diſarming him vith his owp 
Hand, and carrying off his Sword in Triumph. He had al- 
ſo the Spoil of the Camp, a Booty of prodigious Value. 

The Tidings of this Defeat, and of their vaſt Enforcements 
that came thronging · in to Judas, upon the Succeſs (even to the 
E conſiderable Army) gaye Seron the Governour of 


elt His to underſtand, that i was high Time to look about 
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him: So that he took up a Reſolution immediately to puſh 
it to a Battle, reckoning himſelf bound, even upon a Point 
of Truſt and Confidence, to chaſtiſe Mutineers, and bring 
I Rebels to Obedience, In order to this Expedition, with what 
Men he had of his own, and the additional Force of a Rah- 
ble of Fugitive Fews, he took his March to Bethoran, a Village 
of Judea, where be pitch'd his Camp: Wherenpon, Judas 
put himſelf in Poſture tot encounter him; but finding Eis 
Soldiers out of Humour, if not out of Hearr ; whether it was 
for Fear of their mighty Army, or for Faintneſs upon over- 
faſting, he made them a ſhort Harangue, that brought them 
to their Metal again. Fellow Soldiers, ſays he, it is not the. 
Arm of Fleſh, but God that gives the Victory; not Multitudes 
of Men, but Truſt and Confidence in the Almighty. This is 
ne more then we have found many and many Time experimen- 
tally true in the Hiſtory of our Anceſtors ; who with an in- 
conſiderable Number of Men, in a righteeus Cauſt, that is to 
jay, in the Defence of their Religion, Laws, Liberties, Wives ' 
and Children, have put many Thouſands to Flight, Great is 
Truth, in ſhort; and the Force of Innocence is invincible, 
With theſe Words, he led his Men on to the Battle, where 
they behaved themſelves like Heroes; engaged Seron, and 
kill'd him upon the Spot ; defeating the whole Army of the 
Merians. For upon the Fall of their General, their Troops 
were preſently broken and ſcatter'd, and every Man's Bus'= 
neſs was only to ſhift the beſt he could for himſelf. Fudas 
had the Chaſe of them as far as the Plain; ſome eight Hun- 
dred of them were ſlain upon the Field of Battle, and the 
reſt made their Eſcape toward the Sea-ſide. 
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CHAP. XI. 
Judas Maccabeus Encounters Antiochus with a mighty 
Army, and Defeats him. He cuts-off five Thouſand 


of another Army under Lyſias; Purißes the Tempe, 
ſets the Country right, and fo Returns to Jeruſalem. 


T Heſe Diſaſters one upon the Neck of another, forced An- 
| tiochus upon the Neceſſity of an Extraordinary. Levy ; 
inſomuch, that what with his own People, and with Greek 
Mercenaries that he took into Pay, he got a mighty Army ta- 
gether in a ſhort Time, with a Reſolution to break into - 

gas with it early the next Spring: But theſe Troubles had 
given 
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given ſuch an Interruption to the raiſing of his Taxes, oyer 
and above the Frankneſs and Generoſity of his own Nature, 
that upon the Payment of his Troops, he found Money fall 
Hort, and that the Income of his Revenue would not anſwer 
the Charge of the War. Upon this Conſideration, he pro- 
od rather to go into Per/ia firſt, and to ſupply himſelf 
with what Monies he could pick up out of that Province, 
leaving the Command of all the Country berwixt Agyp7 and 
a during his Abſence, in the Hands of one Ly/ras, 

| Perſon of an approved Faith and Integrity, together with 
me Part alſo of his Troops and Elephants : Giving him 
further in Charge, to have a particular Care of his Son An- 
Frochus, till he ſhould come back again. And moreover, 
that upon the reducing of Judæa, and the Sale of all the 
Inhabitants for Slaves, he ſhould utterly deſtroy the City, 
and extirpate the Nation. Upon the giving of theſe Orders, 
he marched ſtreight away from Perſia, in the Year one hun- 
dred forty and ſeven ; and paſſing the Euphrates, went for- 


ward into the higher Countries. 


I. uyſias took to his Aſliſtance, in the Execution of this Com- 
miſſion, Ptolemy the Son of Dorymenes, Gorgias, and Nicancr ; 
three of the beſt Officers he could find among the King's beſt 
Friends. He put theſe Commanders in the Head of forty 
"Thouſand Foot, and feven Thouſand Horſe, with Orders to 
- march forthwith into Jadea. They advanced as far as Em- 
maus, and there encamped upon the Plain, where there 
came over to them great Numbers of Auxiliaries from Syria, 
and other neighbouring Countries, and Abundance of Fugi- 
live Jews ; beſide ſeveral Merchants and Traders, with a great 
Deal of Money about them to buy Slaves: who brought Fefters 
alſo and Menacles with them of all Sorts to ſecure their Priſo- 
ners. The Enemy had gotten a formidable Army; but Judas 
however bad them caſt themſelves upon Providence, and 
fear nothing; and ſo they humbled themſelves in Sackcloth, 
Faſting and Prayer, according to the Cuſtom of the Coun- 
try, in imminent Danger ; imploring God's Mercy, Favour, 
and Protection. The General's next Bus'neſs was to range 
his Men by Regiments, Troops, and Companies, into Order 
of Battle, according to the 7euiſb Cuſtom; and then to diſ- 
charge the Army of all New-marry'd Men, and ſuch as had | 
lately made Purchaſes, who probably might be thinking of | 
ſomething elſe when they ſhould be Fighting, in a Diſtracti- 
on betwixt the Care of their particular Intereſt, and the Ser- iy 
vice of the Publick ; animatipg his People alſo at the ſame 
| EE | Ting, 
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Time, by his Words, as well as his Actions, to Acquit 
themſelves like Men of Honour and Courage. ©) 
e ſhall never have, ſays he, my fellow Soldiers and Compa- 
nions, ſu h an Opportunity again of ſhewing our Bravery in the 
Defence of our Country, and the Contempt of all Dangers, as 
wwe have now before us; for upon the Iſſue of to-Morrow's Com. 
bat, di pends, not only our Liberty, but all the Comforts and Ad. 
vantages that attendit ; and over and above the Bleſſing of ſuch 
a Freedom in it ſelf, and in its own Nature, our very Religion 
lies at Stake with it too, and we cannot ſecure the dne, 93 
Preſerving the other. Bethink your ſelves well what it is tha 
you are to contend for, and you will find it to be no leſs then 
the whole Sum and Sub/tance of the greate/# Happineſs that e- 
ver you Enjoy'd : That is to ſay, in the p-aceable and bleſſed 
Po ton of your Ancient Laws, Rites, and * * Now 
whether you will rather chuſe to periſh with Infamy and in- 
volvue the miſcrable Remainder of all yourCountrymen in the ſame 
Kuin, or to venture one generous Puſh for the Redemption of 
your ſelves and your Friends, that's the ſingle Queſtion. Death 
is the ſam* Thing to a Coward, that it is to a valiant Man, and 
as Certain to the one as to the other: But there's a great Diffe= 
rence in point of Honour, and everlaſting Fame, betwixt a gal. 
lant Man that falls in the Vindication of his Religion, Liber 
ties, Laws and Country, and a Scoundrel that abandons a 
for fear of loſing a Life which he cannot ſave at laſt. Take 
theſe Things into your Thoughts, and make this uſe of the Medi. 
tation. You have nothing to truſt to but God's Providence, and 
y:ur own concurring Reſolution ; and at the worſt, while we 
contend for Victory, we can never fail of Glory. | 8 
After this Speech of F«das to his Soldiers, and juſt as his 
Head was at work upon the Bus'neſs of the Army, there 
came -1ntelligence to him from a ſure Hand, that Gorgias 
would be with him that Night with a thouſand Horſe, and 
five thouſand Foot, with ſome Renegado- Fews for their Guide, 
to ſurprize him, and beat-up his Quarters. This Diſcovery 
put 7udas upon a Deſign of Countermining him; which was 
at-the ſame Time to make an Attempt upon the Camp of the 
Enemy, taking the Opportunity of their being ſo divided. 
In order to this he call'd preſently for Supper, cauſed ſeveral 
Fires to be made in his Camp, and ſo marched all Night to- 
ward Emmaus, where the Enemy lay. Gorgias, in the mean 
Time, finding no Body left in the Jews Camp; and 
preſuming that they were run away for Fear, to hide them- 
ſelves in the Mountains, reckon'd that he had little more = 
1 | | 1.4. 
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do then to learn how he might hunt them out. But Judas 
coming by break of Day to the Enemy's Camp with only 
three Thouſand Men, and thoſe ill- Armed to; and finding 
the other Party Accouter'd at all Points, and their Camp in 
very good Order, Judas told his People for their Encourages 
Ment, that they ſhould not fear to attack them even if they 
were all naked, ſo long as they were certain of God's Fa- 
your and Protection, tHat would ſupport them againſt all 
other. Difficulties : And with theſe Words, he order'd the 
founding of the Charge; and breaking in upon them at the 
ame Inſtant, put them into ſuch a Fright at the Surprize, 
that after the putting of thoſe to the Sword that reſiſted, the 
reſt betook themſelves to Flight, and they h-d the Purſuit of 
them as far as Gadara, and fo to the Plains of Idumæa, 120-> 
tas and lamnia, The Number of the Slain was about three 
Thouſand. But Judas would not ſuffer his People to meddle 
with the Spoil, in regard that the Troops of Gorgias were as 
Fet entire; but upon the routing of him, he ſaid they might 
Take Poſſeſſion of the Booty at leiſure. While theſe Words 
Were between his Lips, Gorgias's People diſcovering from an 


_ *Eminence near hand, the dead Bodies of his Friends; the 


Havock that had been made in their Tents, and their Camp 


all in a Smoak : They took for granted all this while that 
Judas's Men were ſtill in a Body, and in Condition to at- 


tack them; So that they fled immediately upon it, and diſ- 
perſed themſelves ſeveral Mays; every Man conſulting his 
own Safety. The Victory being thus gained without a Blow, 
Judas turn'd his Men looſe to the Pillage of the Field, where 
they found Gold and Silver; glorious Habits of Purple and 
Scarlet, and other rich Bootv in Abundance; which, they 
carry'd-off Safe and Triumphing, Singing as they Marched, 
and giving Thanks to God, the Bleſſed Author of that Victo- 
ry, which proved both an Earneſt, and a Foundation of their 
future Freedom. . 

Lyfias was ſo ſenſible of the Shame and Wound of this Diſ- 
grace, that to redeem his Credit, he brought into the Field, 
the Year following, an Army of ſixty Thouſand Foot, and 
five Thouſand Horſe; all try'd and Choice-Men ; and with 
this Body he enter'd into Judæa by the Way of the Moun- 
tains, encamping at a Place called Bethſura. Judas was not 
at all diſcourag'd at the Odds of Number, but marched di- 
rectly up to him with a Party only of ten Thouſand Men, 
His Truſt was only in God: So that after a ſhort, and a 
fervent Prayer for a Bleſſing upon his Arms, he charged the 
Enemy ſo home, that upon the firſt Shock, he forced their 

5 "If Line, 


+ 
. . — 
— — you 1 1 


Book XII.  Jewisn AATI CUT 25. 749 


Line, and cut them off five Thouſand Mgn upon the place. 
This unexpected Diſaſter put their whole Army into ſuch a 
Confuſion, that Lyſias finding them obſtinately determind 
either to live or die Free, thought it his beſt Courſe to with - 
draw his Troops before the Conſternation was gone too far; 
out of an Apprehenſion, not ſo much of their Strength, as of 
their Deſpair : ſo that Ly/zas returned to Antioch, where he? 
poſted himſelt by the Help of Mercenaries, and other Addis 
tional Enforcements, to be ready for the firſt Opportunity 
of a Revenge upon the Fews. _ | 
' Fudas was ſo fluih'd with theſe repeated Succeſſes againſt 
the Forces of Antiachus, that he prevailed upon the eus, in 
Confidence that after ſo many Victory's obtained, God wonld 
not now forſake them, to march without any more Delay to 
Feruſalem it ſelf, and there to purge the Temple, and offer-up 
their daily Sacrifices : But when they came thither, and found 
the Temple Abandon'd ; the Gates all Burnt, and the Courts 
over-run with Weeds, 7udas, and his People could not but ſhed 
Tears to ſee the uncouth Solitude and Deformity of the Place, 
The two great Works that he firſt enter'd upon, were the. 
Aſſault of the Citadel, and thæ Cleanſing of the Temple. The 
former he. committed to his Officers, and Soldiers, and re. 
ſerved the Care of the other to himſelf. So ſoon as he had”. 
gone through with the Purging of it in Form, he provided 
new Veſſels and Utenſi's ; a Candleſtick ; a Table, and an Altar 
of Incence all of pure Gold; put- up new Vails and Hangings 
upon the Walls, and before the Paſſages of the Doors; and in 
the next Place ſupply'd the Doors themſelves. The Altar that 
had been prophaned with Idolatrous Sacrifices, and Burnt-Of- 
ferings, was demoliſhed, and remov'd ; and another of ut» 
hewn Stone, [according to the Moſaical Precept, ] erected in 
the Place of it. Upon the twenty fifth Day of the Month 
Caſleu, which the Macedonians call Appellœus, they let lighted 
Tapers in the Candleſticſs, offer'd Incenſẽ upon the Altar, and 
laid the SH eu- Bread upon the Table, and fo went- on to their 
Oblations of Burut- Offerings: And this fell out preciſely, 
upon the /ame-Day-three-Years from the Prophanation of the 
Temple and Religion by Antiochus the Temple having now 
been full three Years deſerted. This happen'd in the * Year 
One Hundred forty five; the twenty fifth Day of the Month 
Appell zus, and the Hundred and fifty third Olympiad: Which 
Solemnity of Purification was repeated alſo on the Anniver- 
fary Day of the Year One Hundred forty eight; Olympiad 
5 | | | Qne 
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* See Vorſtius's Chronologia Sacra, Cap. 11. p. 152, 
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one hundred fifty and four, as the Prophet Daniel had ex- 
preſiy foretold, four hundred and eight Years before this De- 
folation by the Macedonians came to paſs. | 
- The Celebration of this Egllivity was continu'd by Judas 
for-eight Days, with all Solemnity of Sacriſices and Rejoy- 
ging; as magnificent Feaſting, and the Freedom of Indulging 
themſelves in all honeſt and lawful Satisfactions and De- 
lights; and the Air ringing with Hymns of Acclamation, 


Praiſe, and Thankſgiving. The People, in fine, were fo. 


Tranſported at the unexpected Bleſſing of finding themſelves 
reſtored to the Religion and Laws of their Forefathers, that 
they appointed an Anniverſary of eight Days Solemnity to be 
firialy obſerv'd by their Poſtegity for ever after; which we 
have conſtantly Celebrated from that Time to this, under the 
Name of the Feſtival of Lights; alluding, I ſuppoſe, to the 
Comfort of that Light, which beyond all Hope ſhined down 
from Heaven upon us on this Occaſion. Judas in the mean 


while Rebuilt the Halls of the City, and fortify'd them with 
fereng Towers to keep-off an Enemy,; ſettling a Garrifon in 


ura, and putting the Place into a State and Poſture of 


Defence. 


The neighbouring Nations were ſo irritated at the grow- 


i Power and Confidence of the eus, that they ſet their In- 


Muments at. Work by Fraud or Treachery to circumvent 


them, deſtroying many of them at unawares : Judas, in the 
mean Time, uſing the beſt Means he could, either to prevent, 


or to diſappoint their Incurſions. He fell at this Time upon 
Acrabatan, where he kill'd great Numbers of the Edomites, 
the Poſterity of Eſau, making himſelf Maſter alſo of a great 


Booty. He block'd- up the Sons of Baan likewiſe, their Chief, 


in the ſtrong Places they were poſſeſs'd of, and where they 


lay in wait to make Sallies upon the Jews, taking the Places 
by Aſſault; killing the Defendents, and laying the Forts in 


Aſhes. After the ſubduing of theſe People, he carry'd his 
Arms againſt the Ammonites, who had at that Time a nume- 
rous Army under the Command of Timotheus. He fought with 


theſe alſo, and overcame them, and then took the City of Ja- 
zar carry'd away the People's Wives, and Children, Cap- 
tives; and after the pillaging of the City, ſet it a- fire, and ſo 
went home again Victorious. He was no ſooner gone, but 
the People thereabouts taking Advantage of his Departure, 
and gathering together at Ga/aad, made an Attempt upon 
the Zews that lay upon that Quarter; who being forc'd to take 
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Sanctuary in the Fortreſs of Dathema, gave Intimation to 
Judas, both by Word of Mouth, and Letter, that Timatheus. 
had a Deſign to attack them, and ſo pray'd him earneſtly for 
Relief. In the very Inſtant, while Judas was reading his 
Intelligence, came-in ſeveral Meſſengers from Gallilse, with 
Remonſtrances and Complaints that the People of Ptol 216, 
Tyre and Sidon, and other bordering Nations, were all join's 
in a Confederacy againlt them. | J 


22 
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Simon the Brother of Judas does great Things in Gate 
lilee. Judas and Jonathan get à bloody Victory over 
the Ammonites. All the Jews, with their Wives, 
Families and Effects, tranſported out of Galaad into 
Judza. Ephron laid in Aſhes ; and the Males put 
to the Sword, Joleph and Azarias ght contrary d 


— —— 


Orders, and are defeated by Gorgias. 


UDAS, that had an Eye upon the Neceſſity of his Friends” 
J in both Places, ſent his Brother Simon with three Hun? 
dred choice Men to the Succour of the eus at Galilee and 
with eight Thouſand more marched with his other Brot 
Jonathan to Galaad, leaving the reſt of the Army under the” 
Command of Fo/eph, the Son of Zacharias, and Azarias, as 
his Lieutenant Generals for the Guard of Jeruſalem, with 
Orders to keep-off from Fighting till his Return. Simon, 
upon his Arrival at Gallilee, engaged the Enemy, and de- 
feated them, giving them Chace to the very Gates of Ptole- 
mais, and killing about three Thouſand in the Purſuit. They 
ſtript them of what they had, and redeemed the Priſoners 
with what Goods they had taken from them, and fo con- 

ducted them back to Feru/alem. 

At the ſame Time 7udas, and his Brother Jonathan, after 
three Days March beyond Jordan into the Wilderneſs, were 
amicably receiv'd by the Nabathites, who very kindly gave 
them Intelligence of the extreme Diſtreſs and Danger of di- 
vers of their Friends and Countrymen, who were cloſe. ſhut- 
up in the Towns and Caſtles of Galaad ; adviſing them with- 
al, that they would make what haſte they could by the Way 
of the Deſert to carry them Relief. In this Expedition, they 
took the Town of Baraſa by the Way, putting all People — 1 
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| that were able to bear Arms, and burning the 

City ts the Ground. It was row towards Night, but Judas 
proſecuted his Way to a Caſtle wherein he underſtood the 
*ws were beſieg d; and coming thither betimes in the 
Morning, he found the Enemy hard at Work with their 
Machines and Scaling-Ladders, to force the Place; where- 
upon he diſtributed his Troops into three Diviſions ; ani- 

_ mated. his Men to behave themſelves reſolutely for the Re- 
lief of their Countrymen and Friends; and ſo upon the 
Sound of the Trumpet, charged the Enemy in the Rear. So 
on as Timotheus underſtood that Judas Maccabeus had the 
Command of this Action; a Perſon whaſe Valour and Con- 
duct he knew fo much of beforehand dy woful Experience, 
his Men took ſuch a Fright at the very Name, that they fled 
immediately upon hearing of it: Eight T:ouand of them 
fell upon the Place; the Zews, upon the Rout, following 

. them at their Heels. Judas, upon the Purſuit, took a Town 
of the Barbarians called Mallam, where they put all the 


> Males to Death, and deſtroy'd the City by Fire. They did 


ie ſame Thing alſo at Caſphon, and Beſor, and other Places 
—that they took in that Country. | 
dome ſhort Time after this, Timotheus got a mighty Body 
in Army together; and among other Auxiliaries, he had a 
"Band of Arabians. They croſs'd the River, and encamped 
Pear Raphon, where he encouraged his People to acquit them- 
ves like Men, and to be ſure to keep the Fews from paſting. 
th River; for the whole Cauſe, he ſaid, depended upon it; 
and that if ever they gain'd that Paſs, they would carry the 
Da. When Judas underſtood that Timotheus was reſolved 
upon, and prepared for a Battle, he paſs'd the River imme- 
—  diately with his Army, and gave the Onſet ; and put the 
Army to the Rout, upon the firſt Encounter ; killing thoſe 
that reſiſted, and ſcattering the reſt ; who caſting away their 
Arms, and ſome running one Way, ſome another, Part of 
them betook themſelves for Sanctuary to the Temple of Car- 
naim, in hope that the Place might protect them: but Judas 
took the Town by Force; burnt the Temple, and deſtroy'd 
all the Inhabitants by Fire and Sword. 

This Difficulty being over, he gather'd together all the 
Iſraelites that were in the Country of Galaad, with their 
Wives, Children, and Goods, and carry'd them all into Ju- 
dea. The City of Ephron lay fo directly in his Way, that 
there was no avoiding it without going a great Way about; 

ſo that he ſent a fair Meſſage to the Inhabitants for Leave to 
Paſs with his Army thorough the Town: but the Ports be- 
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and the Avenues cut off, the Inhabitants in plain Terms de- 
ny 'd him any Paſſage that Way. Upon this Repulſe, he put 
his Men in Heart and Poſture for the Attack of the Toren; 
begirt it immediately, and in one Day and Night made him- 
ſelf Maſter of it; laid it in Aſhes, and marched with his Ar» 
my over the Bodies of the Dead thorough the Ruins of it 
putting all the Males that were found in it to the Sword: 
After Paſſing the River Fordan, they advanced to a great 
Plain near Beth/an, called by the Greeks Scythopolis ; and 
from thence returned to Judea; the People rejoicing all 
the Way they went with Hymns and Triumphal Songs, and -- 
Offzring Sacrifices of Thankſgiving for the Safety of theArmy; 
for they had not yet loſt ſo much as one Few in all theſe 
Encounters. | 1 
Jaſeph the Son of Zacharias, and Azarias, two great Cap- 
tains, being left for a Guard to Judæa, in the Abſence of Si- 
mon, who was now marched into Gallilee againſt the People 
of Ptolemais and Judas with his Brother Jonathan againſm 
the Galaadites ; theſe Commanders reckon'd upon it as a > 
Point of Honour, to ſignalize themſelves by ſome gloriol . 
Adventure, as well as their Brethren. In this Fit of E 
lation, to ſamnia they went; where Corgias, the Gow 
nour of the Place, gave them a fair Battle before the Towns . 
kill'd a Matter of two Thouſand of them, and purſu'd the - 
reſt to the very Borders of Zudea. This Calamity was but” 
juſt upon them, for not obeying the Order of their Genera, 
who had poſitively commanded them Not to Engage the B. 
nemy upon any Terms, till his Return. This Caution was 
much to the Reputation of the Providence and Foreſight of 
Judas, who very well underſtood, that if they departed 
from their Inſtructions, they would ſuffer for it. : 
But Judas and his Brethren carry'd on the War all this 
while vigoroully againſt the Edomites ; preſſing them on all 
Hands: as, they took Hebron by Force; demoliſh'd the For- 
tifications of it, and burnt the Towers and Caſtles down to 
the Ground; laid the Enemy's Country all waſte; demo- 
liſhed Maria, and from thence in the ſame Heat over-ran 
and pillag'd Azotus: And in this Glut of Booty and Victory, 
they returned all Safe and Triumphant to Zeru/alem. 
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0 bus Epiphanes befieges Elemais, But forc'd to 
drauf. Ile acknowledges the Righteous Judgment 
f God in it, aud ſo he dies. 
# A Antioc hus Epiphanes was about this Time in his Progreſs 
through ſome of his Upland Provinces, he was told of 
a mighty rich City in Perſia called Elimais, and of a moſt 
magnificent Temple in it dedicated to Diana ; where were 
ge poſited precious Donatives of all Sorts, with the very Shields 
and Brcaſts- plates of 4/exander the Son of Philip of Macedon, 
T3 Antiochus was ſq mov'd with the Fame of theſe ſplendid Curi- 
EE ' ofities, that he advanced toward it with his Army to take it 
21 by Aſſault; But the Inhabitants, without any Regard either 
to his Power, or to his Deſign, made a very brave Reſiſtance, 
and diſappointed him of his ExpeQation ; And they thought 
= it not enough neither to beat him from the Walls, but they 
pelle we'd him fo cloſe upon his Retreat, that they cut-off a 
a Part of his Rear, and drove him before them like a Fu- 
eee, tor Protection, into Babylon. While the Senſe of this 
amy and Loſs was freſh upon him, came the Tidings to 
= mm of the Defeat of his other Troops alſo to whom he had 
mitted the Care and Conduct of the War againſt the Fews, 
| and of the daily Encreaſe of their Number and Power: So 
- that with one Calamity upon the Neck of another, the in- 
- > fupportable Anguiſh of his Thoughts made him Hear?-/ick 
upon it; and finding himſelf to grow ſtill worſe and worſe, 
And his End near at hand, he call'd his Friends about him, 
Aid told them both the Cauſe and the Quality of his Diſtem- 
per. I am here juſtly puniſh'd, ſays he, far the Sake of theſe 
miſerable Jews, fer the ſacrilegious Rifling and Profaning of 
their Temple, and far the Contempt of the beguenly God: And 
with theſe Wards he dy'd. Now I cannot but admire at 
Polybius the Megalapolitan, (a Man otherwiſe of Credit) for 
ſaving that this Judgment befel Antiochus for his Deſign of 
Rifling the Temple of Diana; which was a Sacrilege only in 
his Will, but never came to Act: But if Po/ybius was of O- 
pinion that he deſerv'd this Puniſhment only for the Inten- 
tion, he might much more reaſonably have imputed his Death 
to the Sacrilege that he was actually guilty of upon the Tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem. But whether the Reader be of Palybias's 
Opinion, or of mine, it is to me indifferent, | 
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Anciochn Eolphaniad leaves the Governmanb to his Son 


Antiochus Eupator. Lyſias Proclaims him King. Ju- 

das lays Siege to the Citadel at Jeruſalem, N * 
chus ſets down before Bethſura. They both riſe, and 

come to a Battle. The Bravery and Death of Eleazar. 

Judas returns to Jeruſalem. Antiochus-/akes Beth» 

ſura upon Conditions ; but breaks his Articles. 7 be 
Temple makes an a nate Defence. 


W HE N Antiochus 8 himſelf near his End, he ſens 

for Philip, as the moſt truſty Confident of his Court- 
Friends, and committed the Regency of his Kingdom into 
his Hands; delivering up to him at the ſame Time, the 
Crown, the Royal Robes, and Signet, with order to preſerus” 5 


them for his Son Antiochus, who was then in Minority 1 


paſſionately adjuring him to take care of his Education, od * 
to ſecure the Crown to him till he ſhould come to be cap ahi 
af the Adminiſtration. Antiochus dy'd in the Year One 5 — 


hundred and forty nine. The Death of this Prince was g HE 
fooner made known to the People, but Lyſias declared Aa | 
ochus King, under the Name of Eupator, having at that 


Time the Tuition of the young Prince, 

The Macedonians, in the mean while, who were then —.—— ; 
riſon'd in the Citadel of Jeruſalem, together with ſome Jewiſh 
Revolters, made ſeveral vexatious Sallies upon the Jews, as they 
went to Worſhip at their Temple ; which was no hard Matter 
to On, in regard that the Caſtle was above, and commanded 

: So that Judas found it of abſolute Neceſſity to reduce 
Ks Fort for the common Security of the Nation, It was 
now juſt a hundred and fifty Years that this Government 
had been in the Family of Seleucus. Judas, in ſhort was fo 
bent upon his Deſign, that they fell preſently to the Framing 


of Machines and Engines for Battery, and the Caſting-up of 


Works. While this was in Agitation, ſeveral Deſerters ſlipt 
away by Night; and joining with others as bad as themſelves, - 
went to Antiuchus, ſetting forth the miſerable Condition they 
were reduced to by Men of their own Tribe for their Obedi- 
ence to the King's Command, in oppoſition to their own. 
Law ; and that they are now in imminent Danger of falling 


into the Hands of Judas, without immediate Relief. The 


young Prince, in a Rage, gave Orders preſently to his Friends 
Gee 2 and 
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gines of Battery and Danger that were broug 
Judas being infor m'd of the Approach of Antiochus, rais'd 
the Siege from before the Citadel, and march'd the ready 
Way to mcet the Enemy; pitching his Tents upon the ve- 
2 x7 Entrance into the Straits of Bethzachariah, about ſe- 
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ba, Commanders to make a Levy of what Auxiliartes were 


to be had for Money, over and above the uttermoſt, Force of 
Choice-Men that they could raiſe out of his own Subjects. 
They ply'd their Bus'neſs ſo hard, that in a ſhort Time they 
muſter d a hundred Thouſind Foot, twenty Thouſand Horſe, 
and ſ uo and thirty Elephants, With this fermidable Body of 


an Army under the Command of Hyſias as General, the King 


march'd out of Antioch, and ſo advanced to Idumæa, and 


from thence to Bethſura, a Place well fortify'd, beſide the 


Strevgth of the Situation. This Fort he aſſaulted, and loſt 
great deal of Time before it; for, betwixt Sallies and 
Stratagems, they found a Way to burn or diſappoint all En- 

be againſt it, 


zty Furlongs from the Adverſary. Antiochus, upon this, 
Wtted the Beth/urites, and encamped within Diſtance of 
aging Judas; appointing his Army by Peep of Day, to 
3 themſelves upon their March in Order of Battle: but 
place being too narrow for the Elephants to march in 
i t, they were forced into a Defilee, with a Thouſand Foot, 


"and fve hundred Horſe, upon the Guard of every Elephant; 


and ſo to advance one after another, with a Kind of Tower, 
or. Caſtle upon their Backs, charged with Archers : While 


the reſt of the Troops mounted the Hills on both Sides under 
the Command of ſuch Officers and Friends as the King could 


beſt confide in. From this Aſſent, they gave the Attack; 


and with ſo horrid a Shout and Clamour, that the Valleys 
all rang with the Echo; ſo that what with the hideous Out- 


cry, and the dazling Flaſhes of their Gold and Brazen Buck- 
lers, nothing could be more Surprizing. But this was all to 
Judas no more than ſo much empty Pomp and Noiſe; for 
he received them ſo bravely, and without any Sort of Daunt, 
or Apprehenſion, that he kill'd a Matter of ſix Hundred of 
them upon the firſt Encounter. While they were thus En- 
gaged, Eleazar, otherwiſe eall'd Auranes, the Brother of 
Fudas, taking notice of one Elephant that was cappariſon'd 
with richer Trappings than the reſt, he made his Way with 

a generous Reſolution thorough all the Guards, to that Beaſt; 

taking for granted that the King himſelf was upon her, 

When he had cut Part of his Oppoſers to Pieces on each 

Hand, and forced the reſt to clear his Paſſage, he crept under 
the Belly of the Elephant, and wounded him to Death ; dogs 


ſelf alſo periſhing under the Weight of the Beaſt upon bis 
Fall. He had the Honour and the Comfort howeverito die 
in the Proſpect and Attempt of a glorious Action, nd En- 
compaſſed with the dead Bodies of his Enemies round about 
Judas finding himſelf ſo mightily over - number'd, drew off 


a * 


to the Scige of the Fortreſs at Feruſulem again, when Antics 


chus ſent one Part of his Army to fit down before Beth/aurd, 
and with the Remainger of it went to Feruſalem. The Beth- 
ſurites were ſo diſanimated upon the Appearance of theſe 
Troops, and ſo much more diſhearten'd by their Want of 
Proviſions, that they found themſelves under a Neceſſity of 
delivering-up the Place; which they did upon Conditions, 


with Solemn Articles that there ſhould be no Violence or Mo- 


leſtation offer'd them whatſoever. But the King kept his Faith 


no farther then to the bare ſaving of their Lives; for the In- 
habitants were all turned naked out of the Town, and + 
Garriſon of his own ſcttled in their Stead, But the Siege af + 
the Temple held them work yet a long Time after, by a malt 7 
obſtinate Defence: for all their Machines and Approaches 
were ſtill eluded with Counter-workings and Deſigns. Their 


only Diſtreſs was want of Bread; for having already ſpent 


their /a/? Year's Store, and this happening to fall out upor 
the ſeventh Year, when by the Jeuiſh Law they could nei- 


ther plow nor ſow, great Numbers of the Zews ſlipt out of 


the Town for the pure Want of Proviſion, inſomuch that 


there were hardly Hands enough left to defend the Place. 
: There came at this Time Intelligence to the King and his 
General Lyſias, that Philip had uſurped theGovernment, andJ 
was marching toward them in the Head of an Army out of 
Perſia: So that they came to a ſecret Reſolution betwixt 
themſelves, to quit the Siege; feek him out, and give him 
Battle; but to carry the Deſign ſo private, that neither Offi 
cer nor Soldier, ſhould ſo much as gueſs at the meaning of 
it: Wherefore the King Order'd Lyftas, without mentioning 


the Name of Philip, to enter into a Diſcourſe with the Com- 


manders and Soldiers about this Siege ; the Strength of the 
Place ; and that it would bea Work of Time to take it ; beſide 
that being brought to a Bfnch now for want of Corn, and 
the King's Bus'neſs al ſo requiring his Preſence elſewhere, they 
could not do better than to come to ſome Sort of Agreement 
with them, though upon the Condition of allowing them 
the free Exerciſe of their particular Religion, Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms: And this being Granted, which had been the only 
Ground of all their Rebellions, the King might go back again 

| | Ge e 3 when 
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hen he pleas'd, without any further Trouble. This was it 
"Lyfras had in Charge to Communicate to the Army; 

the Soldiers were all highly pleas'd with the Propoſal: 


„ 
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. CHAP Av. 
ah | od 4; 2 : 
Antiochus tubes the Temple upon Terms, but breaks his 
* Covenants. Onias put to Death at Berza : Alci- 
SY AY. 7 v3 (1 1 3 

80 n Jacimus, though not of the Sacerdotal Race, 
n $5) ; . . — » . *, +. 
Fromoted in his Stead. Antiochus gives Philip Bat- 
ile, and Overcomes him. Onias fie to Egypt, and 
2 gets leave to Build a Temple in Heliopolis, anſwer- 


able to that at Jeruſalem. 
M being thus Concerted, Antiochus diſpatch'd a He- 
II rald away to Judas and the Beſieged, with an Offer of 


ce, and a free Fnjoyment and Excerciſe of their Laws and 
ſciences; which they very readily agreed to, and upon 
Security of Oath and Honour for the Performance of Ar- 
ies, they deliver'd-up the Temple: But upon Antiochus's ta- 


| | i King Poſſeſſion of it, he found the Place ſo very ſtrong, that 


without any regard to his Oath, and Promiſe, he Order'd his 
Soldiers to Demoliſh the Walls, and lay them Level with the 
_ Ground, which was executed accordingly ; and fo he re- 
turned to Antioch, carrying the High-Prie/t Onias, other- 
* wiſe called Menclaus, along with him. This was upon the 
Advice of Lyſias, who told him, that if ever he liv'd to ſee 
the Jews Quiet, or him ſelf at Eaſe, that Man muſt be made 
out of the way; for it was at his Inſtigation, that his Father 
forced the eus to a Religion againſt their Laws and Judg- 
ments; and that Cnias was canfequently the Author and 
Promoter of all the Evils that had befall'n him. The King, 
upon this, ſent away Menelaus to Berea in Syria, where he 
canfed him to be put to Death, after ten Years Enjoyment 
of the Pontificat : a wicked Man, that to ſecure the Dignity 
to himſelf, cauſed a general Defection among the Fews, 
from the Laws and Worfhip of their Country. His next 
Succeſſor's Name was Alcimus, who was alſo called Ja- 


Cmus. | 
"W hen Antiochus found that Philip had now Uſurped upon 
the Government, he fought with him, and overcame him; 
took him Priſoner, and order'd him to be put to Death. 


. 


* 


Book XII. JE VIS ANTI KVIE s. 759 


But the Son of the High- Prieſt Onias being left an Infant (as 
we have ſaid) by the Death of Menelaus, finding that there- 
upon, the King had given away the Dignity to Alcimus, who 
had no Relation at all to the Sacerdotal Family, and was only 
over-rul'd by Ly/ias in the Transferring of it; he went his 
Way, and made his Application to Prolemy the King of . 
gypt, where he was ſo graciouſly receiv'd, both by him 
and the Queen Cleopatra, that they beſtow'd a Place of Truſt. 

upon him in Heliopolis, where he erected a Temple after the 
Model of that at 7eruſalem, which we ſhall have Occaſion 
to ſpeak of more ſeaſonably in another Place, 


8 th 1 — WER — — 


CHAP. XVI. 


223 — 


Demetrius ſeizes Tripolis; takes the Government upon 
him ; and puts Antiochus and Ly ſias 1 Death. Als 
cimus complains of Judas to Demetrius. Demetriug 
ſends an Army to Deſtroy tim, and ſe tles alem 
in the Pontificat. His barbarous Ci uelties. But beg 
flies at laſt to Demetrius for Succour, 7 85 


, DeEmetrivs, the Son of Seleucus, being fled away from Rome, 
3 poſſeſs'd himſelf about this Time of Tripolis in Syria; 
took the Crown upon him, and with as many Mercenaries as 
he could get together, invaded the Country; where the Peo-" 
ple did not only come over to him in Shoals, with open 
Arms to receive him; but as a farther Inſtance of an Aſſecti- 
on to his Intereſt, ſeized upon the Perſons of Antiochus and 
Lyſias, and brought them in Cuſtody, Priſoners to him. 
Whereupon they were immediately both put to Death by the 
Command of Demetrius; Antiochus having now Reigned two 
Years, as we have ſaid elſewhere. He had in his Party a 
great Number of Profligate eus, that had been baniſh'd for 
notorious Crimes, together with Alcimus the High-Prieſt in 
the Head of them, who all joined in one common Accuſation 
and Complaint againft the whole People of the Jeus, but 
eſpeciaily Judas Maccabeus and his Brethren, whom they 
Charged, not only with the Deſtruction of as many of the 
King's Friends as fell into their Hands, but with the very E- 
jection of themſelves out of the Land too. Wherefore they 
made it their Requeſt to Demetrius, only to ſend ſome Parti- 
Gee „„ 
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cular Perſon that he could confide in to examine Matters in 
Judea,.and to ſee what Havock Judas had made there. 

Demetrius preſently, in a Heat, ſent away Bacchides'upon 
this Errand, a Friend formerly to Antiochus Ephiphanes; a re- 
folute Man, and at that Time Governour of Me/opotamia : 
parting Alcimus likewiſe into the ſame Commiſſion ; whom 
he diſpatch/d away with an Army, and Orders to fall upon 
Fudas and his Followers. With theſe Troops Lacchides left 


Antioch, and marched directly into Judæa, where he gave Ju- 
da and his Brethren a ſpecious and a Solemn Invitation to 
dome to a better Underſtanding with him. Now the Deſign 


Was only, under the Colour of a peaceable and friendly Diſ- 
poſition, to draw them into a Toil, and fo to ſurprize them. 


But upon his coming attended with ſuch an Army, and in 
the Poſture of an Enemy rather then a Friend, Judas kept 
himſelf upon bis Guard, without giving any Credit to his 
Pretenſions; but ſome credylous People there were yet that 
went over to them, in Confidence that their Country-man and 
U!Ueiir Tribes-man Alcimus would do them nowrong ; eſpecial- 
under the Caution of a Solemn Oath from both, that no 
i lence ſhould be offer'd, either to themſelves, or any of 
ir Party: But this Confidence deceiv'd them, it ſeems ; for 
Baechides, without any regard to the Cenſcience of an Oath, 
— cavfed Sixty of them to be cut to pieces upon the Place: 


Which barbarous Perfidy ſerv'd for a Warning to the reſt 


not to come near him. Bacchides, after this, removed his 


Army from Feruſalem, and went to Bethzeth, where he found 


ſeveral Deſerters, and other diſaffected People thereabouts, 
which he put all to the Sword. This being done, he Comm and- 
ed all the cus in his Abſence to obey 4lcimas ; and leav- 
ing Part of his Army with him for the Security of the Pro- 
vince, he himſelf returned with the reſt to King Demetrius 
at Antioch. 1 ” 

 Alcimus had in his Head all this while, the Settling him» 
ſelf in the Dignity of the Pontificat ; and reflecting upon it, 
that it was an Honour hardly to be compaſs'd but by the 
Favour and Good-will of the People, he preſently betook 
himſelf to the popular Arts of feir Words, Humility, and 


Addreſs, to ingratiate themſelves with the Multitude : So that 


by the Flatteries of obliging Speech and Behaviour, he quickly 
doubled the Number of the Forces that were left him; but 
it was with a Band of impious Fugitives that lifted themſelves 
in his Service: And with theſe he Ravaged the Country up 
and down, putting all the Fews to Death wherever he came, 


that were Friends to Maccabæus. Judas, upon this, laying 
| | it 
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tr to Heart to ſee what a Rabble of an Army Alcimus had 

gotten together, and the Havock they made of all the Men of 
Honour and Conſcience they could lay their Hands on: He 
himſelf took up a Reſolution alſo of going the fame Way to 
work with the Faction of Alcimuy; who finding that he was 
not ſtrong enough to hald it out, betook himſelf to Demetri- 
us at Antioch for Support and Succour, where he did all that 
was poſſible, to irritate that Prince againſt Judas, with Tales 
and Stories of the Indignities he had put upon him already, 
and of the Danger of greater yet to come, unleſs he ſent a 
powerſul Army in Time to call that bold and wicked Man 
to an Account for his Miſdemeanours, 


— 


2 


c HAP. XVII. 


Demetrius grows jealous of Judas. Alcimus adviſes 
im to ſend Nicanor with an Army againſt him. A 
treacherous Practice to ſurprize bim. Judas fiabys 
Nicanor; Fills him, and deſtroys his Army. Aleimus 
cut off by a judicial Vengeance. Judas ſucceeds bim 
in the Pontificat, and enters into an Alliance with © 
the Romans. +5 * | 
* T Uzas was now become ſo formidable, that Demetrius was 
very uneaſy himſelf to think what might come of it in 
the End, if he ſuffer'd him to go-on increaſing at this Rate 
in Strength and Credit : So that he call'd Nicanor to him, 
formerly his Companion in his Departure from Rome, and 
his particular Confident and Friend over and above: aſſign- 
ing him the Command of ſuch a Body of an Army as he 
rcckon'd ſufficient for the reducing of Judas, with poſitive 
Orders to make War upon the whole Nation, and give no 
Quarter. Upon this ſetting- out for Feru/alem, he propound- 
ed to himſelf to carry the Bus'neſs fair, and to try if he could 
_Inveigle Judas under a Countenance of peaceable Purpoſes 
and Inclinations, into a Credulity that would certainly be 
his Ruin. So Nicanor ſuggeſted the Matter to him by Way of 
Expoſtulation. © Why ſhould we, ſays he, expoſe the Sum 
of our Well-Being and Happineſs to the uncertain Chance 
« of War, and not rather treat the Points in Controverſie into 
= | «c 3 
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& à better State? Or if you apprehend any Danger in it, £ 
«am ready to give you the moſt acred Oath for Security, 
& that one Man can give to another; for Peace and nothing! 
« elſe is my Bus'neſs : as you may judge by the Friends I have 
& brought along with me, only to poſleſs you with the Know- 


jedge of my Maſter's Mind and Pleaſure, and of his hearty. 
Love and Good- Will to the whole Nation of the cus. 


This Declaration wrought ſo far upon the Brothers, that 


_ without any further Thought, or jealouſy of Treaſon, or 
ul Play, they interchangeably pals'd their Oaths, and with 


great F rankneſs received Nicanor with his whole Army. Afs 


ter the firſt Greeting betwixt 7udas and Nicaner, the latter 


gave a Signal to his People to lay hold of Judas; but the Plot 


| being diſcovered in Time, he made his Eſcape immediately 


to his own People; and after the detecting of this Treache- 
ry, it came to open Force on both Sides, without any more 
Talk of a Treaty. The Armies drew-out, and it came to a 
Battle near Caphar/alama, where Judas was vorſted, and 


forced into the Caſtle of Feru/alem. 
- Tt happen'd one Day, as Nicanor was paſſing by the Tem- 
ple, that ſeveral of the Prie/ts and Elders met him upon the 
May, and ſhew'd him the Sacrifices that they were about to 
_ offer to God, for the Proſperity and Welfare of Demetrius. 
But Micanor threaten'd them, and not without blaſphemous 


Revilings even againſt God himſelf, that if the People did 


not deliver-up Judas to him, he would be back with them 


before they were aware; deſtroy their Temple itſelf, and 
leave it in Rubbiſh, And with theſe Menaces he went his 
Way; but the Prieſts were ſo caſt down at this Declaration, 
that they forthwith addreſſed themſelves.to God with Prayers 
and Tears, to protect his own Houſe, and his Miniſters that 
belong to it, againſt the Outrages of the Enemy. Nicanor 
went his way from Feruſalem, and pitch'd his Tents in Be- 
thoron, where he was join'd with a great Enforcement out 
of Syria. Zudas at the ſame Time encamped at Adaſi, with- 


in thirty Furlongs of the Enemy, and with a Body only of 


a Thouſand Men. He told them that the Enemy indeed was 
numerous, but that the Cauſe was God's, whoſe Power was 
above that of a Multitude, exhorting them not to trouble 
themſelves how many they were to encounter; but to con- 
ſider the Bravery of thoſe that were to encounter them, with 
the Honours or Rewards that would moſt certainly attend 
them: Wherefore fall on, ſays he, like valiant Men, and 
«commit the Iſſue to God.“ It came, in fine, to a Battle; and 
the firſt Encounter was vigorous and ſharp ; but upon 5 


0 1 Mac. 8. 
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Fall of great Numbers of the Enemy, and of Nicanor himſelf 
too, who did all that could be done by a great Commander 
and a brave Man, the whole Army ſcatter'd immediately; 


and upon the Loſs of their General, caſt away their Arms 


to make them lighter for their Flight. Judas, in the mean 


Time, purſuing the Fugitives without Mercy or Quarter; 
making Proclamation by Sound of Trumpet through all the 
Towns and Cities where he paſs'd, of the Viftory he had 
obtain'd. Upon this Signal, the Country-people gather k 
together every where, and fell fo bloodily upon the Soldiers 


in their Flight, that of nine Thouſand Men, which was the 
preciſe Number of their Army, there was not one Creature 
ſcap'd. This was upon the. thirteenth of the Month, which 
the Jews call Adar, the Macedonians, Dyſtrus: and in Me- 
mory-of this Mercy we celebrate an Auniverſary Fhankſorue 
ing upon it, to this very Day. The Fews after this Vito» 
ry, had a little breathing while from the reſtleſs Importuni- 
ties of their former War and Troubles, and ſome hopeful 
Glimmering of a comfortable Peace too ; but it laſted not 
long neither. 


1 Alcimus the Hioh-Prie/t had a Mind to have the old Wall 


of the Sanctuary pull'd down, and the Works of the ancient 


Prophets demoliſhed ; but in the very Inſtant of his ordering 


it to be done, God ſtruck him with ſo judicial a Diſtemper, 
that he fell down upon the Ground Speechleſs, where he 
lay languiſhing a while in miſerable Torments, and then 
dy'd; after four Years in the Office of the Pontificat, The 
People, upon his Diſeaſe, chuſing Maccabens, with one 
Voice for his Succeſſor. This new High-Prie/t had heard 
ſo much of the Fame and Power of the Romans, and of the 
Overthrows they had given to the Gauls, Spaniards, Carthagi- 
mans ; Nay to Greece itſelf, and K. Perſeus, Philip, and An- 
tiochus, that he had a mighty Mind to enter into a Leagne- 
with them. So that he ſent Eupolemus, the Son of John, and 
Jaſon the Son of Eleazar; two ſingular Friends of his to 
Rome upon that Embaſſy, with a Deſire to be received into 


the Number of their Allies; and that they would write to 


Demetrius, not to be any longer troubleſome to the Jews for 
the future. The Senate was fo well pleaſed with the Propo- 
fals, and the Terms, that they conſented to the League, and 
paſs'd an Order ſoon after in Favour of it, which was written 
in Tables of Braſs ; the Copy of it ſent to Feruſalem, and the 
Original depoſited in the Capitol. The Articles were = Sub- 
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Nance to.this Effect: That no People whatſoever, under 
& the; Juriſdiction of the Romans, ſhould preſume to make 
War upon the Fews, or. to be comforting, or aſſiſting to 


any of their Enemies, with Corn, Shipping, Money or the 
like; and the ſame Obligation to ly reciprocally upon the 
&- Fews, in Caſe of any War made upon the Romans. If 
there ſhould be any Thing after this, which the Fews 


& 


. would have to be added or taken away, that it be firſt ra- 


d by the Conſent of the People.” This Reſolution of 
85 the Senate was written by Eupolemus the Son of 5 en, and 


Faſon the Son of Eleazar: Judas the High-Prie/t, and his 
Brother Simon General of the Army. This was the firſt Al- 
liance that ever was made betwixt the Zews and the Romans. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


. Bacchides makes an Iuroad into Judæa, with twenty 


tbouſand Foot, and two I houſand Horſe. Judas re- 


©», ſolves to encounter him with bare eight Hundred Men. 


Jhe generous Bravery of udas, and his Companions. 


"Fw Pon the Tidings of Nicanor's Death, and the Defeat of 


the Army, Demetrius tent Bacchides a ſecond Time into 


Wo Judœu, who advanced with freſh Troops to Arbela, a Town 


of Galilee, and there encamped, forcing a great many Jews 
out of the Caves there where they had hid themſelves. From 


thence he haſten'd away to 7eruſalem; and upon Intelligence 
that Judas and his People were at Bethzeth, he poſted away 
immediately with twenty Thouſand Foot, and two Thouſand 
Horſe, to encounter him, who had at that Time but one poor 
Thouſand of Men about him, and but eight Hundred of thoſe 
to ſtand by him neither ; for two Hundred of them gave him 
the Slip for Fear of being overpower'd. In this Strait for 
ant of Men, and neither Time nor Place for Recruiting, 
udas kept up his Heart ſtill, to a Reſolution, in Deſpite of 
all Difficulties of putting it to the Fate of a Battle ; only de- 
firing his Men to ſtand by him, and follow his Example, 
They told him how vain and raſh a Thing it would be to 


* contend with ſuck inſuperable Odds; adviſing him rather to 


attempt an honourable Retreat, by which Means poſſibly he 
| ö might, 
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might reinforce himſelf. No, No, ſays he, it ſhall never 
« be ſaid that the Sun ever ſaw 7uvas turn his Back upon an 
« Enemy. If it ſhould be our Lot now to die, God's Will 
« be done, provided that we do not blaſt the Reputation 

« 4 glorious Life with an ignominious Death.” With theſe 
Words he raiſed the Courage of his Soldiers up to his own 
Fitch, and fortify'd them for the Combat. W 


. ; * * 
CHAP, 3 = 

Tud+s encounters Bacchides, and gets the better of bim 
at fi; but oppreſi'd afterward by Numbers, and 
lala, having behaved tumjelf to bis immortal Fo- 


Ji, * 


DS having ranged his Army; the Horſe upon 
2 the two ings, whereof he himſelf commanded the Right; 
: | ght-arm'd Men, and Archers in the Front, ſupported 
try 2 Macedonian Phalanx in the Body : In this Order of Battle, 
be marched up to the Enemy; ſounded a Charge; and with 
a Military Shout, according to Cuſtom, gave the Onſet x 
Judas encountring him on the other Hand after the ſame. 
Manner. Tr was hard fought on both Sides from Morning 
till toward Sun-ſet ; when 7udas, taking Notice of the Dante 
ger his Men were in to be over-laid by the Enemies Right- 
Wing, where Bacchides, with the very Flower of the Army 
preſs'd upon them, came in with a Band of hearty courage» 


- 


ous Youths to their Relief; and breaking their Line, pierc'd 


into the very Body of them ; routed, and gave them Chace 
as far as Aza. The Enemies Left- Wing, upon this, follow'd 
Judas ſo cloſe upon the Heel, that he was now on all Hands 
beſet, and out of all Poſſibility of eſcaping ; ſo that he and 
his People ſtood their Ground, and fought it out, to {ell their 
Lives as dear as they could, till in the Concluſion, after a 
great Slaughter of their Enemies, Judas and his Companies 
ons were ſo fpent and weary'd-out, that they ſeem'd at laſt 
to be rather fir'd than overcome : nor did they fall unre- 
venged. And thus did this glorious Hers finiſh the Character 
of a great Man, by making his Life and Death all of a Piece. 
It could not but be expected that the Soldiers, after the Loſs 
of fo brave a General, ſhonld diſpute the Point any further 
without a Leader: So that they preſent); diſpers'd and 9 
| . — ö Wilde 
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while the two Brothers, Simon and Fonathan, treated with 
the Enemy for the Body of their Brother, which they car. 


ry d away, and laid it at Modin, in the Sepulchre of his Fa- 
Loh, with all Funeral Magnificence, and with the Solem- 


tity of a publick Mourning for ſeveral Days, in Honour of 
iis Memory, according to the Cuſtom of the Place upon ſo 
Alnary an Occaſion. This was the End of Judas 


Maccabœus; a generous, and a valiant Man; the true Son 


of the Virtue, as well as of the Blood of Mattathias ; ; for he 
never forgot the Precepts of his dying Father ; who enjoin'd 
him, upon his Bleſſing, never to decline any Labour, or Hae 
xard for the Liberty ang Welfare of his Countrymen. In 
Purſuance of this Charge, he got himſelf everlaſting Honour 
by the Reſcue of his Friends out of the Hands of the Mace- 
donizns ; and by his three Years Adminiſtration in the Of. 
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das He and Simon withdraw into the Wilderneſs, 

and B cchides follaus them. John and his Company 
cut o by the Sons of \margus, Bacchides aſſaults 

Juan n the Sabbath-Day, and loſes two Thou- 

F 1 ms Men, Jonathan's Retreat. Bacchides 

fortifies at ſeruſalem, and elſewhere. The Death of 
Jon reveng*d upon the Sons of Amareus. . Bacchides 

puts fiity of the Jewiſh Deſerters to Death. The 

Brot cr fortify themſelves in Bethalaga : Bacchides 

lays Sizge to't, and is beaten off. 


a E have ſufficiently ſet forth in the former Book, 

how the Fews came to be delivered from their 

Slavery under the Macedonians ; and how Ju- 
das, their great Captain and Patron, after ſeveral bloody 
Battles fought in that righteous Cauſe, loſt his Life at laſt 
in a magnanimous Action and Conteſt for their Vindication 
and Defence. This illuſtrious Perſon was no ſooner taken 
way, but the whole Party of the Proffigate Fews, that con- 
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traxy to Conſcience, ith, rand Honour had abandon'd the 
Religion, Laws and Guſte Nation, reſumed to their 
former Animoſi ties, and pereaual their honeſt Countrys 
men aſreſh, more ſpitefuliy than awer. There happend als 
fo at the ame Time à general. Famine, over the Land g 
which, in -Conjusion, deubled the other Calamity : far 
betwixt Want of Bread for: tHeiw-Livelihdad, on the one 
Side, and Want of Power g defend themſelves againſt their 
Enemies, on the other, the Miſery lay To heavy upon them, 
that a great many of the Fews found thtmſelves under ſome 
Sort of Neceſſity to comply with the Faction of the Mace do- 
x#ians. Upon this Junqture, Bacchides ſent a Summons to all 


the 4po/tate-Fews that were gone over to ſtrange, Geds, and 


committed the Caxe of the Government principally into their 
Hands; who made it their Bus'neſs in the firſt Place to take- 
up all the Friends and late Partizans of Judas, and ſo to de- 
liver them up to Bacchides, to torture them at Pleaſure, and 
in the End to put every Man of them to Death. The Gondi- 
tion of the Jews was never ſg deplorable ſince their Capti- 
vity. in Babylon, as it was at this Time: Inſomuch that all. 
thoſe who had wiſh'd well to Judas, join'd in a Requeſt to 
Ipnathan, not only to fallow his Brother's Example, who had 
pp frankly ſacrificed his Blood for the Liberties of his Country, 
but to take upon himſelf his Command alſo; the whole Na- 
tion lying under ſuch: deſperate Circumſtances, that. they 
uſt be all, inevitably loſt. without a Leader. 7onathan's An- 
2 was, that he was ready to do, or to ſuffer any Thing 
for hg publick Good: Whereupon, with the unanimous 
Conſent of the People, he was declared their General. 


When Bacchides came to be inform'd of this Election, and 


| 8 reflect upon it, that Jonathaumas a Man as likely to give 
Trouble to the King and to the Macedonians, as ever his Bro- 
ther Judas was before him, he. fell-to.bethinking himſelf of 
ſome Way to take him off by a Plot, or a Trick: But he him- 


ſelf. and his Brother Simon were both ſo well aware of ſuch a 
Deſign in Hand, that they provided for themſelves betimes, by 


withdrawing immediately into the neighbouring Deſert, with 


what Strength they were able to get together upon that Warn- 


ing, and pitch'd their Tents by the Pool of har. Bac- 
chides look q upon this Retreat of theirs into the ilderneſs, to 
be no other than a direct Flight from the Face of an Enemy; 
march d away preſently toward them with all his Troops, 


and. encamping beyond Jordan; made Choice of that, Place 


far. his, Rendezvouz, When Jonathan came to hear of this Mo- 
tion, qe ſent his Brother pin een gau to, the 2 
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| * | 
bian Nabathites, being in Friendſhip with them, for Leave 
only to depoſite their Baggage in their Cuſtody, till the Bat- _ 
tle with Bacchides ſhould be over. Bur as John was u pon 
the Way, the Sons of Amareus made a Sally out of Medaba 
upon the Convoy; took all their Carriages, and Whatever 
elſe they had about them; kill'd 724» himſelf upon the Place; 
and all his People: But the Brothers had their Revenge up- 
on them not long after, as will be ſhew'd in its due Place. 
Bacchides having Intelligence how Jonathan lay eneamped 
in the fenny Grounds near the River Jordan, Pitch'd upon 
the Sabbath-Day for the Attack, in Confidence of the Super- 
ſtitious Reverence they had for that Feſtival : But Jonathan lay- 
ing before them the abſolute Neceſſity of Fighting; for the E- 
nemy before them, and the River behind them, there was no 
ſaving their Lives without it: So that [what with the Ef- 
fects of good Counſel, ] and of Deſpair, they call'd upon God 
for Victory, and in the ſame Inſtant made a reſolute Charge 
upon the Enemy ; killing great Numbers of them upon the 
Place. While this was a-doing, Bacchides preſs'd furiouſly 
upon the Perſon of Jonathan, who at the ſame Time made a 
Blow at him; but the other diverting it, Jonathan and his 
Company took the River, and the Enemy not daring to fol- 
low them, they got ſafe to the other Side. Bacchides, after 
this, withdrew into the Citadel of 7era/alem, with the Loſs 
of near two Thouſand of his Men, where he Fortify'd ſeve- 
ral ſtrong Cities and Places that had been demoliſhed before ; 
as Fericho, Emmaus, Bethoron, and Bethel, Thamnatha, Pha- 
rathon, Techoa, and Gazara: And theſe Places he ſtrengths 
en'd with Walls and Towers, and with ſtrong Garriſons, to 
be ready for Excurſions to fall upon the eus: But Care was 
taken above all the reſt, to make the Citadel of Feraſalem Im- 
pregnable. In which Place the chief Men's Sons of the 
Country were ſecur'd for Hoſtages. : | 
There was brought Inteliigence about this Time; to the two 
Brothers, Jonathan and Simon, that there was a famous Weds 
ding in Hand, betwixt one of the Sons of Amaræœus, and the 
Daughter of an Illuſtrious Arabian. The Sons of Amareaxs to 
be at the Wedding, and the Bride to be Conducted in a'Splen- 
did Pomp from the City of Cabatha. The Brothers laid hold 
of this Opportunity to revenge themſelves for the Death of 
their Brother, and ſo haſten'd away towards Medaba to Way- 
lay the People that were to afliſt at this Wedding, by an 
Ambuſh that they had planted in the Mountains, Upon the 
coming- up of the Bridegroom with his Bride, and a long 
Train of their Friends, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, the Party 
| | Ddd. 1 
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one Creature, together with their Wives, Children and Friends, 
to the Number of four Hundred; carry'd-off the Booty en- 


tire, and did Juſtice at the ſame Time to the Memory of 


their Brother: After which Exploit, they returned to their 
| Quarters at Fordan. oY 3 BD 
„When Bacchides had ſettled Garriſons in Fudea, he went 
back to his Maſter; and fo for a Matter of two Years, the 
Jeus were in ſome tolerable State of Quiet: But the Apo- 
ſtates, and the Dregs of the People were gaull'd at the very 
Souls of them, to ſee Jonathan, and his People {0 much ar 
Eaſe in Judœa, by Reaſon of the Tranquillity of the Times. 
So that they fell to plying and ſoliciting Demetrius by their 
Proxies, that Bacchides might be order'd to reduce Jonathhu 
abſolutely into his Power; which was à Thing eaſily done, 
they ſaid, and but one Night's Work to.xid themſelves, hy a 
Surprize, both of him, and all his Soldiers. The King yield- 
ed immediately to the Propoſition, and diſpatch'd Bacchides 
away into Judæœa upon the Commiſſion, where he ſent his 
Letters up and down to all the King's Friends and Officers in 
the Country, to give their Atfiſtance toward the ſeizing of Jo- 
nathan. So they laid their Heads together, how to entrap 
him; and finding, upon ſeveral Trials one after another, that 
all fail'd; (for the Man was cautious, and forewarn'd) the 
Macedonian, in a Tranſport of Rage, imputed the whole Miſ- 
| Farriage co the Treachery of the poſtate- Fews ; who, he ſaid, 
did but make Sport with the King's Orders, and in that Freak, 
put fifty of their chief Men to Death. Jonathan and his Bro- 
ther, finding themſelves too weak for Bacchides, withdrew in- 
to the Wilderneſs, to a Village called Bethalaga, and fortify'd 
it with Works and Walls, to ſerve them in Caſe of Need for a 
Retreat. Upon this Intelligence, Bacchides marched away to 
them with all the Power he was able to make, upon the Con- 
zunction of his own Troops with the Auxiliary Faction of 
the Jeus. He open'd his Trenches immediately againſt the 
Place, and for ſome Days carry'd on his Approaches. Fona- 
than, on the other Side, making a very ſtout Reſiſtance. While 
Matters were in this Poſture, he left the Defence of the Place 
to his Brether Simon; and with ſuch a Body of Men, as He 
was able to draw together out of the Neighbourhood, he 
himſelf ſtole away by Night, and fell upon Bacchides in his 
Quartersz kill'd a great many of his Men; and by the Ha- 
vyock and CGontuſion that enſu'd upon it, Simon came quickly 
10 underſtand that it was his Brother's doing: Upon which 
Ditcovery, he madena Sally; burat their Machines,; cut-off a 
e great 
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great many of their People, and ſo return'd. Bacc hides was 
ſo amaz'd at this Aſſault upcn, him Front and Rear, and the 
Miſcarriage of an Attempt he thought himſelf ſo ſure of, that 


it put him quite beſide his Reaſon; but all was laid ſtill ae 


the Door of the 7ewiſh Impeſtors, that had prevail'd with the 
King, he ſaid, for this Expedition. It remained now only 


to conſider how the Seige might be rais'd without Loſs. of 


Honour, both to the King, and to himſelf; and how the 
Army might be drawn-off without Ignominy. 


EE A eee —. NS 
1 CHAN | 
An Alliance betwixt Jonathan and Bacchides. Bac- 
chides leaves Judæa in Peace, Jonathan takes-up his 
Reſolution at Machmas. | 


I W Hile Bacchides had this Difficulty under Deliberation, 


Jonathan took the Opportunity of falling- in de 
him upon that neceſſary Point, having gotten an Inkling © 
what he had in his Thought at that Time. So he ſent him 
an honourable Meſſage, with Propoſals of a mutual League 
and Friendſhip, upon Condition of releaſing all Priſoners on 
both Sides. This was a Motion ſo reaſonable for Bacchides 
to agree to, and ſo fair an Occaſion given him to quit the 
Siege without Loſs of Reputation, that he immediately 
ſtruck-up an Alliance with Jonathan; with a mutual Ex- 
change of Oaths to deliver-up, and reſtore all Priſoners on 
both Sides, and not to do any Act of Hoſtility one to the 
other. This being ratify'd, Bacchides returned to the King 
at Antioch, without ever coming back again with his Army 
to Fudea. Jonathan being now ſettled in a Condition of 
Peace and Safety, took-up his Abode in Machmas, where 
he gave himſelf-up to the Bus'neſs of the Government, in 
the Adminiſtration of Law and Juſtice. He was a bitter E- 
nemy to all Deſerters a zeaious Aſſerter of the Laws; and 
he purged the Land from all forreign Abominations. 
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Puaka deliver'd up fo Alexander Yes cala Ballez) 6 out 
7 "of an Averſion to Demetrius ; +. wha-upon. the News 


Fe this Seiſure, draws . together 10 in 
im Battle. Fr Op 


442.7 3 | 190: 

FF the Year one Hundred fd ity, OY the Son of 
+ Antiechus Epiphanes, took Poſſeſſion of Ptolemais in Syria, 
| by the Confederacy of the Soldiers that were therein Garriſon, 
out of an Averſion they had to Demetrius, as a Man over- 

roud and haughty ; for he had a Humour of mewing him- 
Far up in a certain fortify'd Caſtle that he had, not far from 
Antioch, where no Body was admitted to come at him; but 
there he dron'd away his Time, and left the Government to 
ſhift for it ſelf; which ſtirr'd up a great many Male-Contents 
againſt him, as we have ſaid elſewhere. But now upon the 
News of Alexander's Poſſeiling himſelf of Ptolemais, he pre- 
ſently drew his Troops together, and march'd withan * 


e him. 
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A. . berwixt Demetrius and Jonathan. The Ar- 


ticles of the Treaty. Jonathan puts Jeruſalem into a 
" State of Defence. The Macedonians remove 10 An- 
tioch; but the Revolted Jews in Bethſura, and the 


Tower of Jeruſalem, #eep to their ſtrong Holds. 


PD Enmerrius, upon this Occaſion, ſent an Embaſſy to Jona- 
| than, with Propoſals of a League and Alliance betwixt 
them; and this he did, to prevent Alexander in the Pro- 
poſal, for fear he might otherwiſe Pre-engage him, though 
out in revenge for Injuries and Indignities formerly receiv'd, 
The Purport gf the Meſſage was, in ſhort, an Authority to 
levy Men; to provide Arms, and to ſet the Hoſtages at Liber- 
ty, that Bacchides had committed Priſoners to, the. Caſtle. 
Upon the Receipt of this Letter from Demetrius, Jonathan 
went away preſently to Jeruſalem, where he read it Publick- 
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them being J7euiſh Deſerters, it was not ſafe for tkem to ſtir 
out of their Holds. | | 
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ly, in the hearing both of the Garriſon, and of the People. 
The Profligates and Fugisves in the Citadel were extremely 
ede Jonathan all on a Sudden ſo much in Favour. 
But he went on however with his Levies, ſet the Hoſtages at 
Liberty, and remanded them ſafe back again to their own 
Parents. He made Jeruſalem, for the preſent, the Place of 
his Reſidence ; where he fortify'd, alter'd and repair'd at 
Pleaſure; rebuilding and ſtrength'ning the Walls with Square 
Stones of a mighty Bigneſs for the better Defence of the lace. 
Now the Macedonians that were diſperſed up and down in 
ſeveral Garriſons, quitted their Stations upon this Changeat 
Fernſalem, and went away to Antioch; but for thoſe that were 
in Bethſura and the Tower at Jeruſalem, the greater Part of 


GHAS T | 

Alexander Ballez Endeayours to make Jonathan Bis 
Friend; Creates him High-Prieſt and Succeſſor to his 
Brother Judas; Preſents, and Adopts-him into his Fa- 
mily; Obliges the Jews. A Bloody Battle betwixt 
Alexander and Demetrius. The Death of Demetrius 
Ey the Fall of his Horſe. +, Rn 


AE EXANDER was no Stranger to the Character of Jo- 


ꝝ⁊atban, or to the Hiſtory of his Courage and Exploits; 
particularly againſt the Macedonians ; nor to the Indignities 
that had been put upon him, both by Demetrius and Bacchi- 
des; So that being told of the fair Promiſes and Pretenſions 
of Demetrius, he diſcours'd the Matter with his Friends, and 
brought it to this Point, that he could not at that Time do 
better then to enter into an ¶Mociation, and Allyance with 
Jonathan, a Perſon of eminent Valour, and a mortal Enemy 
to Demetrius, and lying under the higheſt Provocations of 
old Grudges and Wrongs imiginable. Wherefore, ſays he, 
this ſeems to me the critical Minute of an Opportunity for 
the making of this Man my Friend ; but pray let me have 
your Opinion along with me. His Council were all of the 
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fame Mind, and a Letter immediately diſpatch'd away upon 


„ | King 
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Ring Alexander to þis Brother Jonathan, fa; 
Greeting. 


ce N 7 Hereas we have been long fince given to anderftand 
a Y - © that thou art a Man of Honour, Faith and Cou- 
c rage, and in all Reſpects worthy of our Friendſhip, we 
te have now ſent our Embaſſadors to make thee a Tender of 
* our Amity, and Alliance, and to treat in our Name a- 
ce bout it; and we do by theſe Preſents, and by our Royal 
. Authority Ordain and Pronounce thee to be the High- 
'< Prieſt of the Jews, and adopt thee into the Roll of the 
5 King's Friends ; ſending thee for a Preſent likewiſe, a Pur- 
0 ple Robe, and a Crown of Gold ; not doubting but that cur 
« Affection and Eſteem will be anſwered on thy Part with A 
* ſuitable Return,” 


N 


Jonathan, immediately upon the coming af this Meſſage 
10 his Hand, put-on his Sacerdotal Robe upon the Day of the 
Feaſt of Tahernacles. This was four Years after the Death 
of his Brother Judas; the Pontifical Seat having been ſo 
Jong Vacant: and from thence forward he apply'd himſelf 

to the adyancing of Troops, and making a large Proviſion 
of Arms. Demetrius was by this Time ſenſible of the Error 
of his Delay, in ſlipping the Opportunity of being before- 
hand with his Competitor for an Alliance with Jonathan. But 
this. Anticipation of Alexander's did not yet hinder him from 
| carrying it as far as it would go, in this following Letter. 


King Demetrius to Jonathan, and 10 the People of the 
Jews, Greeting. 


c * IF 7 Hereas we have hitherto ever found you true and 
VV faithful to your Duty, and to our Service, in De. 

10 fpite of all the Arts and Practices of our Enemies to ſeduce 
4 you from your Allegignce, we cannot but give you ſome In- 
* ſtance of the Eſteem we have for your unſhaken Fidelity, 
in Times paſt ; and likewiſe of qur Princely Dif) poſition to 
c gite you all Encouragement to a Perſeverance in the ſame 
« Conſtancy for the Time to come. It is our Pleaſure there- 
5 fore, to remit unto you the greateſt Part of your Tributes ; 
and by theſe Preſents to eaſe you of all the Taxes that you 
« formerly paid to my * or to myſelf; e 
; above 
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cree, ſo much as upon their Cart 


above the Cuſtom of Salt, and Crown-Taxes ; the Thirds of 
your Corn, and of ydur Fruits which Duties Ido Diſcharge 
you of for ever, together with the Poll Tax upon the Inhabi- 
tants of Zudza, and the three Governments of Samaria, Gate 
lilee, and Perea,” k will have the City of Jeruſalem to be 
accounted holy, and to have the Privileges of a Sanctuary, 
or @ City of Refuge, with an Exemption both to its ſelf, and 
its Dependences, from all Tents and Tributes. The Citadel 
ſhall be deliver'd-up to the High- Prieſt Jonathan, with Li- 
berty to put into it, for a Garriſon, ſuch of his Friends and 
Confidents as he ſhall make Choice of. It is our further 
Pleaſure likewiſe, that all the Fews that were carry*d away 
Priſoners into any Part of our Dominions, bz forthwith ſet 
at Liberty, without impoſing _ Hardſhips, after this De- 
e, either by Preſs-Maſters, 
or otherwiſe. That all their Sabbaths, and ſolemn Feſtivals, 
and three Days before them, ſhall be Days of Immunity and 
Freedom to all the Fews in our Dominions ; and that they 
may live quietly, without any Sort of Moleſtation. And 
for ſo many of the eus within the Compaſs of thirty Thows 


ſand Men, as {hall defire to bear Arms in our Service, they 


ſhall be entertained at the ſame Rate of Pay with our own 


Guards ; and intruſted alſo in our Garriſons, and about our 


Perſon; and the better Sort of them ſhall be received as the 
Domeſtichs of our Royal Family. They ſhall moreover have 
the free Exerciſe of their 5wn Laws, both in Feruſalem, and 
in the three Dependent Provinces ; committing it to the High- 
Prie/t's Care, to fee that no Jew be ſuffer'd to worſhip in 
any other Temple, but that of Jeruſalem. We do hereby 
grant them likewiſe the Yearly Allowance. of fifteen Thou- 
ſand Shekels of Silver toward the Charge of their Sacrifices 
out of our own Coffers, and diſcharging the Prieſts and Of- 
ficers attending the Service of the Temple, of the ten Thou- 
ſaud Drachma's that were formerly paid to our Predeceſſors, 
as in Reaſon and Conſcience we ought to do. It is our ſur- 
ther Will alſo, that whoever 1, all fly to the Temple of Je- 


ruſalem, or to the Liberties thereof, for any Debt whatſo- 


ever, Whether to the King or otherwiſe, he ſhall be pro- 
tected, both in his Perſon and Goods, from any Trouble or 
Moleſtation. We do likewiſe give Leave, and require, that 
the Temple be repair'd, ſtrong Walls and Turrets erected, 
and Garriſons to be put into fuch Places of Strength as the 
Fews ſhall think fit to raiſe, and fortify : and all this to 
be done at our own proper Charge. Theſe were the gracious 
Premiſes of Demetrius, who wrote ts the Jews accordingly. 
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| mighty Army, partly of his own Mercenaries, and partly of 


thoſe that went over to him from Demetrius in Syria, and 


marched with them againſt the Enemy: They brought it to 


a*Batfle, and the.Left-Wing of Demetrius being too hard for 


the Right-Wing of Alexander, they purſu'd their Advantage 
{ſq far, that they got the Pillage of the Camp, but the Right- 
Wing at the ſame Time, where the King himſelf fought in 
Perſon, was forc'd to give Way, and fell preſently into a 
direct Rout. Demetrivs behaving himſelf to a Miracle all this 
while; killing ſome, purſuing others, and defending himſelf, 
0 at laſt his Horſe plunging into an impaſſable Bogg, he 
was overborn by the Multitudes that preſs'd-in upon him, 
and conſequently Loſt, beyond all Hope or Poſſibility of 
Relief. He fought it out however, on Foot, to the Jaſt Extremi- 
ty, till his Body was cover'd all over with Arrows and Darts. 
Demetrius had now Reigned eleven Years, and this was his 
End,.as we have ſet it forth elſewhere. | 
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HAP. VI. 


Onias propoſes a Temple in Egypt [ihe that of Jeruſalem, 
Ibis ſtarts a Queſtion betwixt the Jews and Samari- 
tans, Which is the True Temple, Garizin, or Jeruſa- 
lem? The Matter is referr'd to the Kino; and the 

Party that ſhall'be Caſt, to ſuffer Death, "The King 


gives it For Jeruſalem. 


\NTAS, the Sor. of Onias the High- Prieſt, liv'd in a kind 
of Exile from his own Country, with-Ptolemy Philometor 

at Alexandria, as we have ſaid heretofore. This ſame Oni- 
as, n Judœa ſo terribly Ravag'd by the Macedonians, 
and their Kings, and out of an Ambition to get himſelf im- 
mortal Fame, refolv'd to try if he could obtain leave from 
Ring Pfolemy, and his Queen Clecpatra, to build another Tem- 
ple in Egypt, after the Project and Model of that of Jeruſalem, 
and fo to ſupply it with Pricſts and Levites of his own Fami- 
Iy. The Thing that put this Thought in his Head, was a Pre- 
diftion of the Prophet Kiah, of at leſt ſix Hundred Years be- 
fore: Preſaging that in Time to come there ſhould be a Tem- 
ple Erefted in Zgypt, to the Honour ofthe Great God, and that 
it ſhould be the Work of a Few, Onias was ſo poſſeſs d with 
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- Upon this Juncture of Time, King Alexander drew: out a * 
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the Impulſe of this Revelation; that he wrote Letter to Pio. 

lemy and Cleopatra; to this 'followin g Effect. At the Tims 

« when I had the Hendur ts ſerve your eſtjes in the Field, 

« 1 paſſed through ſevéràl Gouftries; an *obſerved, that in 

| c the Provinces of Cæle· Sia, Phienitla; and Leantopolis, in 

« the Land of Heliopalis, and! in ſeveral other Places, the 10 

, « had no Uniformity in their Temples, and therefore could 
not agree among themfelves about it: And it is the ſame | 
« Thing with the Ægyptians tob, by Reaſon of the Multitude 
« and Variety of Temples, and the Diverſity of Religions. 
„ Now for ſo much as I have found out a certain Place near 

the Caſtle of Bubaſtes upon the Plain, where there are great 10 
Store of Materials for Building, near at Hand, and Plent 1 
4 of Beaſts appointed for Sacrifice, it is my humble Reque 
© that you will give me leave to purge and to demoliſh 2 2 
* ruinous Temple there, that was never Conſecrated to any 
« Peity; and in the Place of it to ere& another, after the”. 
© Model of that of Feruſalem, with a Dedication of it, To 
« the Moſt High GO D] upon Condition that Prayers be thats. 
6 offer'd-up Þr the Safety and Proſperity of your Royal 
« Perſons and Family: To the End that all the cus in your 
“ Dominions may by this Means, be more united among . 
_ themſelves, and better enabled to do your Majeſtity Ser- 2 
« vice. This is no more then what the Propher {aiah has 
« foretold ; that God would have a holy Place in E 
and ſeveral other T hings upon that Subject. 

It was very Remarkable, the Piety that the King aud his 
Queen Cleopatra (his Wife and Siſter both in one) expreſſed 
upon the Receit of this Letter, as will appear by their A 
wer thereunto, wherein they diſcharged themſelves of. hav 
ing any Hand in the impious Violation of the Law ; and an 
the whole Blame of it upon Ouias, in theſe Terms. CY 


* * 2 * K &f ae 


King Piolemy and Queen Cleopatra to 0 ,. 
and Health. . 


— 
J. 5 


5 K have read and conſider'd of your Letters of Res | 

© queſt, wherein you deſire to cleanſe and purifie | 
an Old ruinous Temple at Leontopolis near Bubaſtes upon _ 
the Plain, within the Juriſdiction of Heliopolis, and can 
hardly conceive how a Temple in a Place ſo unęlean, and " 
© haunted with ſuch Varieties of deteſtable Animals, ſhould - 
be in any meaſure Acceptable to God, But yet for ſo much 
' as you refer ee? for your Juſtification, to the Predicti- 
ons of the Prophet J Jaiab, we do hereby Grant unto 4 n 
10 1 
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„ full Licenſe and Permiſſion, ſo far as in us lies ſo to do; 
4 provided it be done without giving Offence to God in the 

& Breach he Leen” EE oo oo 
Onias had no ſooner obtained this Conceffion of the Place, 
hut he fell preſently to work upon the Raiſing of the Temple, 
and the Aar, according to the Draught of that at Jeruſa- 
tem, thdugh much ſhort of it, both for Bulk and State. As 
to the Himenſtons of the Fabrick, and the Holy Veſſels theres 
un to belonging, having ſpoken ſufficiently of it in my Seventh 
Book of the Hiſtory and Captivity of the cus, a Repetition 
Gf it in this Place would be needleſs. This being done, Onias 
did not want Prie/ts and Levites of his own Fancy and Per- 
ſuaſion to affiſt him in the Offices of Divine age and 
in the Ser dees of the Temple: To ſay no more of it in 
this Place. = | 
There happened at Alexandria, ſo fierce and fo ſeditious a 
Diſpute, betwixt the Jews and the Samaritans, that Erected 
the Temple at Garizin, in the Days of Alexander the Great, 
_ about the Temple it ſelf, and the Manner of Worſhipping, that 
_ the King was forced, upon an Appeal, to take the Matter into 
_* _ his own Cognizance, and ſo to paſs Judgment upon the Me- 
Fits of the Cauſe. The Point was this: The Fews inſiſted 
upon it, that the Temple at Feruſalem was the Only Temple Ex- 
Fant that was Warranted andAuthoriz'd by the Laws of M/s, 
"The Samaritans ſtood-up for the Temple of Garizin ; and both 
Parties by Conſent remitted themſelves to the Judgment and 
Arbitration of the Xing, with his Mini/ters, and Friends; de- 
fring only that Councel might be heard on both Sides, and 
that Sentence of Death might paſs upon the Party that ſhould 
be found Guilty. Sabbæus, and Theodoſius were for the Samari- 
Fans, and Andronicus, the Son of Meſſalan, for the Fews; bind- 
ing themſelves in an Cath on both Sides, in the Preſence of 
God and the King, to offer nothing in Proof, but what was 
according to the Law; and deſiring that the Breach of that 
Oath might be made Death to the Violator of it. The King 
called his Friends and Councellors about kim to try the Cauſe. 
The 7ews of Alexandria were mightily troubled, for fear of 
their Advocate, and took it extremely to Heart, to find the 
Sacred Authority of the Temple at Feruſalem, the moſt Anci- 
eit and Noble Frame and Inſtitution in the whole World, 
brought into Queſtion. Upon a Debate who ſhould ſpeak 
Krit, Sabbæus, and Theodoſius gave the Precedence to Adroni- 
ct; Who opened the Cauſe, and made a Deduction of the 
Sanctity, Practice, and venerable Antiquity of the Temple of 
FJernſalem, even from the very Original, according to the 
1 e 6 * Law; 
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Law; ſetting forth the »ninterrupted Succeſſion of the Pric/ts 
hood through all Ages, with the Honour and the Majeſty 
of the Place, as it was celebrated from Time to Time, 
with the Magnificence and Bounty of all the Kings of Aa 
whereas the Temple of Garizin, then in Queſtion, was fo obs 
ſcure in all Reſpects, that little more Notice was taken of it, 
then if there had been no ſuch Thing. With theſe and th 
es like Reaſonings, the King was prevail'd upon to give Sen- 
th tence in Favour of Jeruſalem, and to adjudge Sabbæus, and 
on Theodoſius to Death, according to the Conditions of the Pro» 
as poſal. This was the State of Affairs with the Alexandrian 
- Jeus in the Days of Ptolemy Philometor. 


in AY 


— — 


CHAP. VII. 
ed 5 After the Death of Demetrius, Alexander Marries 


4. Cleopatra the King of Fgypt's Daughter, and does 
0 all T hings highly to the Honour of Jonathan, 

Ce | | | Be Wh 

d o AF TER the. Death of Demetrius, (as we have ſaid alreas 
% dy) Alexander took upon himſelf the Government of 
g. Syria; and by a Letter to Pto/emy Philometor, ſent him a Pro- 
h poſal of a Match with his Daughter, ſuggeſting by the by, 
d that it would be no diſhonourable or unreaſonable Thing, 
bn after the Overthrow of Demetrius, and through God's Favour, 
d the Recovery of a Kingdom that belonged to him in the Right 
d of his Father, to receive him into his Allyance. Ptolemy was 
- ſo well pleaſed with this Overture, that he immediately wrote 
- him a Letter back again to Joy him of all his Victories, and 
4 Succeſſes, and likewiſe to promiſe him his Daughter in Mar- 
8 riage, appointing Pzolemats for the Place of Meeting; where 
t he would wait upon him with his Daughter Cleopatra, and 
7 there Conſummate the Wedding. Ptolemy ſtaid not long after 


his own Letter, but went directly to the Place with his Daugh- 
ter, where he found Alexander, and diſpateh'd the Marriage, 
with ſuch a Treaſure of Gold and Silver for her Portion, as 
might become the Magnificence of ſo great a Prince. Fong» 
than the High-Prieſt was invited by Alexander to the Wedding, 
where both the Kings bad him Welcome, with great Honour 
and Preſents on both Sides; Alexander appointing him to 
change his Habit, and put on a Purple Robe, and to take 
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his Place next to himſelf upon the Throne; Commanding 
alſo the Chief of his Officers to attend him into the Heart of 
the City, and to make publick Proclamation, that no Man 
fhould preſume, upon his uttermoſt Peril, either to calum- 
niate, or accuſe him, or otherwiſe to give him any manner 
of Trouble. Upon this gracious Demonſtration of Eſteem 
the King had for him, his malicious Enemies that were come 
thither on Purpoſe to do him ill Offices by defaming him, 
Meak'd out of the Way for fear the Miſchief they meant him, 
ſhould fall upon their own Heads. So Particular, in fine, 
NN and Reſpect that Alexander had for Jona 
than, that he reckon'd him among the Choiceſt of his Friends. 


Ct. 7 * 
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1 CHAP, VIII. 
Demetrius Nicanor carries an Army into Cilicia. Alex- 
ander makes, Apollonius his General. Jonathan the 
High- Prieſt gives bim an Overthrow ; takes Azotus, 
aud ſets: Fire to the Temple of Dagon. Alexander 
- pretends to blame Apollonius for it, and Compliments 
Jonathan. Ptolemy marches to Alexander's Relief. 
A Plot upon the Life of Ptolemy ; who thereupon, 
© takes his Daughter from Alexander, and gives her to 
Demetrius, who is received by the Antiochians for 
_ 4#herr King. Ptolemy and Demetrius give Alexander 
an Overthrow.” Ptolemy dangerouſly Nounded. Alex- 
. ander's Head ſent him for a Preſent. Jonathan lays 
Serge to the Tower of Jeruſalem. He Preſents De- 
metrius, and obtains large Privileges of him for the 
Jes. Demetrius diſcharges his Army without Pay, and 
. they fall-of from him. „ 5 


IN the Year one Hundred and ſixty five, Demetrius, the Son 
1 of Demetrius, Embark'd himſelf with a Body of Mer- | 
cenaries that Laſtenes had brought him, and paſs'd with them 
out of Crete into Cilicia. Alexander was not a little ſtartled 
at the Tidings of this Expedition; fo that he preſently ha- 
ſten'd away from Phœnicia to Antioch, to put his Affairs in a 
* 1 | | Poſture 


„1 Mac. 11. 
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Poſture of Security before Demetrius could get thither; com- 
mitting the Government of Gele-Syria, in the mean Time, 
to the Care of Apollonius; who march'd with an Army to 
Tamnia, and thence ſent Jonathan the High- Prieſt a Schooling 
ahd Expoſtulatory Meſſage, to know, What Privilege he 
ce had to live at Eaſe and Liberty, and to withdraw him 
ce ſelf from the Service of the Publick ; and the Scandal; ae 


e he, is laid at my Door for Suffering this Affront without 


& Reducing you to your Duty. If you are ſo brave as you 
* would be thought to be, come down for Shame out of your 
46 hiding-holes in the Mountains, and meet me like a Man 


* in the Plain Field, with your Sword in your Hand, and caſt 


6e the Iſſue of the Cauſe upon that Trial. This let me tell 
% you, by the Way, that I am now in the Head of a Body ' 
4 of the Choiceſt Men in the Empire, and Men that in Feats 
& of Arms have ever had the Aſcendent of your Anceſtors. 
«© Wherefore I Dare you once again to give me a Meeting 
« in ſome indifferent Place, where Swords, not Stones, ſhall * 
decide the Controverſy, and leave vanquiſh'd the Party na 
6“ Poſlibility of Saving themſelves by Flight. - be 
Jonathan was ſo Netled with the Inſolence of this Chal-- 
lenge, that he marched away out of Jeruſalem with a Select 
Band of ten Thouſand Pick'd Men, and his Brother Siman 
along with him; and coming-up to Joppa, he Encamped 
there: But A4poallonius having a Garriſon in the Town, they 
ſhut their Gates againſt him. So that Jonathan put himſelf 
in Poſture for an Aſſault, whereupon the Inhabitants, for fear 
of a Storm, deliver'd-up the Place. So ſogn as Apollonius un- 
derſtood that Jonathan was Poſleſs'd of Foppa, he betook him. 
ſelf with three Thouſand Horſe and eight Thouſand Foot, to A. 
zotus, and thence by eaſy Marches to Joppa ; where he drew- 
off a little to Engage Jonathan in the open Plain; depending 
upon his Odds of Horſe to over- power him. Jonathan, upon 
this, Advanc'd and follow'd Apollonius toward Azotus ; who, 
when he found the Enemy in a plain Field, turn'd back 


upon him, and gave him Battle. Apollonius had planted a 


Thouſand Horſe in an Ambuſh near a Brook, there, to fall 


upon the Enemy's Rear, which Jonathan was well aware*of, 


and without any Difficulty provided againſt it; for caſting 
his Men into a Square-Figure that fronted every Way, they® 
were ready on all Hands to receive the Charge, Front, Flank, 
and Rear, They fought it out till toward Evening, when 
Jonathan Order'd his Brother Simon with Part of his Army 
to take his Time, and Charge-in upon the Enemy's Body ; 
naving given Orders to his own Men only to receive the Dag 
: _ 


. 
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and Arrows of the Horſe upon their Bucklers, without any 
other Reſiſtance. They kept themſelves upon their Guard, 
till the Enemy had ſpent all their offenſive Arms without 
doing any Execution; for they ſtood ſo thick and cloſe, that 
the Darts fell all upon their Bucklers, and there was no 
Piercing them through. The Enemy was ſo ſpent, and 
tir'd-out, with this Way of Fighting, to no Purpoſe, from 
Morning till the Afternoon, that Simon took that Opportunity 
of Attacking their main Body; and was ſo bravely ſeconded 
by his Soldiers, that he brake, and put them to Flight. The 
Horſe, upon this Rout, betwixt the Fatigue of the Day, and 
the hopeleſs Condition of the Army, now the Foot were'broe 
ken, fled and diſperſed themſelves in the greateſt Confuſion 
imaginable : Jonathan following them upon the Heel as far 
as Azotus, killing great Numbers of them upon the Chace, 
and forcing the reſt into the Temple of Dagon there, for 
Sanctuary ; but he took the City in the ſame Heat, fer Fire 
w it, and to ſeveral Neighbour-Villages ; and burnt them 

all to the Ground, together with the Temple of Dagon itſelf, 
and all the People that fled to it for Protection, without any 
re 7. to the Religion of the Idol, or of the Place. The Num- 
ber of thoſe that were either burat, or fell by the Sword, was 
zomputed to be a Matter of eight Thouſand Men. After the 
defeat of this Army, Jonathan advanced with his Troops to 
Ashalon, and pitch'd his Tents before the City; the Inhabi- 
tants coming out to him, and Treating him with Preſents and 
ather Tokens of Hoſpitality and Reſpe&, which was all ta- 
ken very kindly, and as an Inſtance of their Good-will and 
Affection to him. After this, he returned to Feru/alem, la- 
den with Booty and Victorious. Upon this Defeat of Apollo- 
nius, Alexander pretended to be wonderfully pleaſed at the 
Miſcarriage, as a Thing utterly againſt his Liking, and with- 
out his Privity, and a moſt barbarous Practice upon a Friend 
and Allye: So that as a Mark of the Honour and Eſteem he 
yas for him, he ſent him a Golden Claſp or Buckle for a 
reſent, an Honour peculiar only to the Royal Family ; and 
ke gave him alſo the Government of Accaron. 
It happen'd at the ſame Time, that Prolemy Philometor, with Þ 
both Land and Sea-Forces, came into Syria, to the Aſſiſtance 
of his Son-in-Law Alexander; where he was received in all 
Places with great Honour and Reſpect according to the King's 
Order, fave only in Azotus : and there he was entertain'd 
with nothing but lamentable Stories and Complaints of the 
Burning of Dagon's Temple; and all People's Mouths open 
againſt Jonathan, as the Author of that Outrage; beſide the 
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Havock he had made in the Country by Fire and Sword, and 
the Deſtruction of a great many of their People. 
Ptolemy gave only the Hearing to theſe Complaints, and 
that was all. Jonathan met him at Joppa, and was received 
with all Magnificence and Honour, and after Conduct- 
ing the King to the River &leutherus, he returned to 
eruſalem. a 
Upon Ptolemy's coming to the City of Pialemais, he was 
within a very little of being deſtroy'd by the Treachery of A. 
le æander, which was menag'd by his Friend Ammonius. This 
Practice being diſcover'd, he wrote to Alexander to demand 
Juſ ce upon him, according to his Deſert; but Alexander's 
Refuſing to deliver him up, gave him to underſtand that he 
himſelf had a Hand in it; upon which Preſumption, he con- 
tracted a mortal Hatred againſt him; and he had loſt him- 


ſelf as much with the People of Antioch before, upon the Ac- 


eount of the ſame Ammonius, who had done them many In- 


dignities; but he came at laſt to an infamous End, for he 


loſt his Life in the Habit of a Woman, as he was ſneaking 
away to ſhift for himſelf under that Diſguiſe ; as we have 
ſhew'd in another Place. AP 


Ptolemy was by this Time ſo fick of the Relation ke had to 


Alexander, and to think of the Aſſiſtance he had brought 
him againſt Demetrius, that he preſently took away his 
Daughter from her Husband, and ſtruck-up a League with 


Demctrius againſt Alexander, upon Condition of 55 ng him 


Cleopatra in Marriage, and putting him in Poſſeſſion of his 
Father's Kingdom; who, on the other hand, was well 
enough pleaſed with the Terms, both of the Alliance and 
of the Woman. But the People had ſuch an Averſion to 


Demetrius upon his Father's Account, that Ptolemy had a 
hard Task of it to bring them over to receive that Man for 


their King, whom they look'd upon as their Enemy. Yet 


ſuch was their Hatred however to Alexander upon the Score 


of Ammonius, and to Ammonius himſelf alſo for his own 
Sake, that they were eaſily prevail'd upon to diſcharge the 


City of Ammonius ; who thereupon flipt away into Cilicia 


from Astioch. Ptolemy, upon this, made his Entrance in- 
to the Place where he was Saluted, Proclaimed, and Crown+ 


ed King in two Capacities, both by the Burghers, and the 


2 


Soldiery : that is to ſay ; in the Right of a, and of Zgyph, 
But being a Perſon naturally juſt, temperate, and diſcreet 
he menag'd his Bus'neſs to the entire Satisfaction of his 


own People; and likewiſe without giving any Cauſe" of 
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Laube or Envꝝ to the Romans; So that he forthwith called 3 


E 


encial Councils f the; Antioc Raus, Entertaining them with 
a Diſcourſe upon Suhjegt of recaiyivg Demet hor their 
Roms: with large Aſſurances on that Pines, Parte that tha 
Senſe of the Fal Us t Obligation woulkutteay extinguiſh the 
lemory of a Ke CON IG &Miſunderſtandingy ghae and 
aſt: Belide that, E my ſelf, lays. he, Will take eargbthat in 
the Adminiſtration of the Government, he ſhall-not © much. 
s offer at any. Thing unworthy. of bis Royal Dignity and 
Trat. As. for adv own Part, 1 * $46 .of Yap hall: 
San me Abun 
ody of the People 
their King. 1 J a7 7710 * 5278 9 
Alexander was # this Time pr Me 2 Syris, and the * 
y about Antioch, putting all Things te the; Extremities: 
75 Fire and Sword, with a mighty Army that he brought out; 
f Ciligia; when Prolemy, with his Son- in- Law Demgtzius (the: 
Nuprials' being now over 2 encounter'd and routed him; 
rcing' him to-fly, to Arabia. It happen' dein that Eattle that 
u. s Horſe n a Fright, taken at the Braying of an 
lephant, .caſt ter, and gave his Enemies «the Advan- 
* of giving, him many grie vous Wounds upon the Head, 
ile he was down: W hich. Misfortune would certainly: 
jave coſt him oh Life upon the Place, if he had not been 


3 abt at on: tb a Party of his Guards; but ſuch. 
ion, 


| his Nis £42 oweyer, that he lay: ſpeechleſs for 
Sour Days, wit hour, ſpeaking one Word himſelf, or under- 
ſtanding any hing that was {aid to him. Upon the fifth 


Day,..\ when was Te to himſelf, one Zabelus, 


an Arabian Tince, having cut-off. Alexander's Head, ſent'is- 
to, "Ptolemy, who was. wonderfully pleaſed both with the Re- 


| port t of the Action, and with the Sectacle itſelf, But when 


he had entertained his Paſſion; a while, with the Sight; and. 
Thought, ofa Dead Enemy, he quickly put an End to that 
548 0 tion, by Dying himſelf. _ Fhis Alexander, was other-) 
led Balles. He Reigned about five Years, as we 
ca Fora elſewhere. © Demetrius, who was known alſo by 


the Name of Nicanor, ſucceeded Alexander, a Man of a harſh, 


Nature, às appear'd'by his barbarous Uſage of Ptolemy's Sbi- 

diers;- without any regard to the Obligations and Servi ces he y 

had received from” them, upon the Credit of an AMRiry with 
Cleopatra, 


2 7 J Voſſins ſays, it : ſhould be read Balas according to the beſt Co- 
pies of 79/ephus ; and not Balles or Veles, as others have it. 
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ungrateful Way of proceeding, that they quitted him them- 
ſelves, and went away to Alexandria, leaving only theſe E- 
lephants behind them. | = = | 5 
Fonathan the High-Prie/t, having at this Time drawn to- 
ether all the Force he was able to raiſe out of 7udea, ſet 
Fimſelf down before the Citadel of Zeruſalem, with a Reſo«. 


lation to diſlodge the Macedonian Garriſon, and the fugitive - 


Fews that had taken Sanctuary there, They were ſo bold 
and confident, in the Strength- of the Place, that they bad 
Jonathan, at firſt, a moſt conte mptuous Defiance: but after 
a while they were glad to ſend ſome of their wicked Inſtru- 
ments by Stealth out of the Town to Demetrius for Succour. 
This Intelligence put. him into ſuch a Chafe, that he imme- 
diately march'd-out with his Army from Antioch toward Jo- 
nathan; and upon his Arrival at Ptolemais, he ſent for him 
by a Letter to come to him. Jonathan, upon this Invitati- 
on, took with him ſeveral rich Gratifications in Gold, Sil= 
ver, glorious Garments, and other precious Curioſities, and 
attended with the Prie/fs, and Elders, made a Compliment, 
of them to Demetrius: The Siege going forward all this 
while, nevertheleſs. The King's Heart was ſo ſoftned by 
this generous Way of Reſpe&, that he receiv'd both the, 
Preſents and the Preſenters with great Honour, confirm'd and 
continu'd Jonathan in the Pontificat conferr'd upon him by 
his Anceſtor ;- and was upon the Main, ſo far from giving. 
any Credit to the Calumny and Suggeſtions of the Rabble of 
the fugitive eus againſt their Countrymen; that, upon Fo- 
nathan's ſingle Requeſt for an Abatement of the Tribute of 


Fudea, together with the Dependencies of Samaria, Joppa, - 
| and Gallilee, to the Rate of only three Hundred Talents up- 


on the Whole, he cauſed this following Declaration to be 
diſpatch'd away upon the firſt Word, in their Favour. | 


King Demetrius to his Brother Jonathan, and to the 
whole Jewiſh Nation, Joy, and Greeting. 


Ly TA S is to let you underitand that we have here ſent 
* you the Copy of a Letter lately written to Laſt- 
* btnes, cur truſty and well - beloved Couzen- - 
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Cleopatra. The Soldiers had ſuch an Indignation for this | 
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m7 E are ſo ſenſible of the dutiſul and affectionate Re- 
* Y © turn ve have from Time to Time received from 
 @ ur Friends the Fews, in Acknowledgment of the Good 
* Will we bear them, that it is our good Pleaſure to give 
them ſome ſignal Mark of the Eſteem we have for them: 
. Wherefore we do by theſe Preſents aſſign the three Go— 
* vernments of 4phereima, Lidda, and Ramatha, that were 
“ taken, from the Samaritans, together with all the Land 
&* thereunto belonging, to the Uſe and Agygantage of 7udea ; 
4 diſcharging likewiſe the” Prieſts at Feruſalem of all the 
Duties by them formerly allow'd to our Forefathers, as well 
0 upon Corn, and Fruits, as upon Salt-Pits, and Crown- 
„ Taxes, with an Expreſs Caution and Prohibition, that no- 
_ .*< thingofall this be exacted from them for the future. Be ſure 
to ſend the Copy of this Letter to Johathan, and to have 
t t hung up in the moſt conſpicuous Place of the holy Tem- 
any ple.” This was the Sum of the Declaration, 
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Matters were now brought into ſo quiet, and peaceable a 
State, that Demetrius flattering himſelf into an Opinion, that 
 *there was no longer any Danger, diſcharges his Army with- 

bout their full Pay; retaining only a Body of Mercenaries 
that he had'gotten together in Crete, and other of the neigh- 

= bouring Iſlands : So that diſmiſſing his Fathers old Troops, 
Without any Stipend, contrary to the Practice of his Anceſ- 
tors, who paid them as well in Peace as in War, and ſo kept 


v4 * | "WF . $ 5-3 5 
them ia Readineſs ts ſerve upon any Occaſion, he quite loſt 
-. -- the Hearts of his own People. 
r | 
—— — — 
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Tryphon pretend; to ſet Antiochus upon his Father”; 
a SJhrone. Jonathan plyes the Siege of the Citadel, aud 
x > ſends an ETuforcęiment to Demetrius upon the Defestion 
ef his Army. Demetrius coopt up in his Palace; but 
reliev'd and ſupported by Jonathan. The Ingratitud 
e Demetrius. Tryphon jers-up Antiochus. Deme- 
trius deſcated, and veaien back into Cilicia. Jona- 
than, Amtioctus and Tryphog obtain a great Victor) 

— — 8 . againfs * 


4 4 Sal 4 


—— ls 5 as 


Bock XIII. JE W. AN TTC T8. "785 


againſt Demetrius. Gaza renders upon Articles; De- 
metrius draws his Army to Cedaſa. Jonathan ſur- 
iz'd, and bis Men leaving him, but Mattathias and 
Judas ſtood the Shock, and recover'd the Day. Jona- 
than renews a League with the Romans and Lacedæ- 
montans. The three Sects of the Phariſees, Saddu- 
cees, and Eſſæans. Simon fortifies Aſkalon and Jop- 
pa. The two Brothers undertake for the fortifying of 
eruſalem. Demetrius routed by Arlaces; his Army 


deſtroy'd, and himſelf taken Priſoner. 


0 T HIS Deſection of the Army from Demetrius was ſo no- 

torious, that Diodotus, otherwiſe called Tryphon, a Na- 
tive of Afpamia, and formerly an Officer under Alexander, ta- 
king Notice of that mutinous Diſpoſition, apply'd himſelf to 
Malchus an Arabian, who was at that Time Governour of 
young Antiochus, the Son of Alexander; telling him how 


- deſperately the Soldiers were bent againſt Demetrius, and pro- 


poſing that if Malchus would put Antiochus into his Hands, 
he made no doubt of getting him reſtor'd to his Father's 
Throne. Malchus was at firſt a little diffident, and ſerupu- 
lous; but by the Force of Prayers, and preſſing Inſtances, 
he was in a ſhort Time drawn over to a Complyance, * 

Jonathan the High-Prie/t lay cloſe all this while to the Ci 
tadel at Jeruſalem, with a Reſolution to clear, not only: that 
Caſtle, but other ſtrong Molds allo in the Country, where 
the fugitive Jews ſhelter'd themſelves in Mrriſon: So that 
he ſent an Embaſſy to Demetrius with more Preſents upon 


this Occaſion, deſiring him to withdraw all his Men that 


were in any of the Fortreſſes of Judea ; whoſe Anſwer was, 
that he was ready to gratify him, not only in that, but in a 
greater Matter, ſo ſoon as ever he could quit his Hands of 
the preſent War, which found him ſo much Work at that 
Time, that he was not at Liberty to do any Thing elſe; but 
adjuring Jonathan by ell that was ſacred in Friendſhip, to 
ſend him a Supply of Men: for his own Troops, he faid, 


were gone over to the Enemy. Jonathan ſoon after this, 


ſent the King a Succour of three Thouſand choice Men. 

The People of Autioch were fo enrag'd againſt Demetrius, 
both for Bis Father's Sake, and his own, that they deſir'd no- 
thing more then an Opportunity for a Revenge; wherefore 
upon the News of this Relief from Jonathan, and conlideting 
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the Hazerd of his growing {till | rong ger and ſtronger, if they 
were not beforchand with him, they betook themſelves to their 
Arms in a Hurry, and immediately begirt the Palace with 
ſuch a Countenance and Poſture, as if they were Juſt ready 
to give the 4/ault. But their chief Bus'neſs was rather to 
| Necure the Avenues, and ſeize him as he was coming out. 
Hemetrius, finding himſelf thus beſet, drew-up his foreign 
| Mercenaries, together with Jonathan $ Auxiliaries, and 
made a Charge upon the Enemy; but they were over-born 
by Numbers, and beaten back. The 7ews upon this Re- 
ulſe, retir'd into the Palace, where they mounted the Bat- 
tlements ; and from thence with Darts and Arrows ſo gall'd 
the Enemy, that they forced them from one Houſe to ano- 
ther, without much Danger to themſelves. The gext Thing 
they did, was to fire the City ; which, being for the great- 
er Part Wooden Buildings, and the Houſes ſtanding cloſe, 
was preſently all in a Flame. The Inhabitants, finding that 
the Fire. was not to be maſter'd, ſhifted for themſelves ' 28 
well as they could, with the 7 {till at the back of them, 
from Houſe to Houſe, doing wonderful Execution upon 
them. This Rout put an End to their Fighting; hy all 
they had now to do, was to ſave their Wives and Children : 
- But the Jews, all this while, made Advantage of their Con- 
; fuſion ;. and falling upon them at every Turn according to 
Ithe King s Order, they kill'd great Numbers of them upon 
*the Purſuit, and forced the- reſt to throw down their 
Arms, and ddjver themſelves up at Mercy. This Victory 
ar an End to the, War; the Rebellion being pardon'd, and 
the Booty given n"to the Jews, whom Demetrius ſent back a- 
gain to Jonathan, with a moſt honourable Teſtimony of their 
Valour, acknowledging that it was to their Courage he ſtood 
debted for that Succeſs : But this grateful Humour did not 
120 long; for he did afterward, not only break his Promiſe, 
but threaten Jonathan with a War, if he ſhould not for the 
12 Future make good thoſe Tributes to himſelf, which the J cus 
« had formerly, paid to his Predeceſſors. And he had done as 
he ſaid too, if Tryphon had not diverted him, by forcing 
bim to make uſe of that Army againſt himſelf, which he had 
05 eſign'd againſt. Jonathan: who being now return'd out of 
Arabia into $ ria, with young Anticchus, fet the Crown 
F upon his 585 of and by the Help of the Soldiers before ſpo- 
. ken of, that had been couzen'd of their Pay, he made open 
War upon Demetrius; worſted him in a Set-Battle; 5 made 
\-him{elf Mafler of his Elephants, and of the City of Antioch, 
"3c and forc'd d him backt te Cilicia. = : 
4 ed: 1 
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Y BB - 4atiichus, upon this Reſolution, ſent an Embaſſy to Jona 
ir 5 5 | 5 
„ ban, in the Stile of his Friend, and Ally; eſtabliſnh'd him in 

the Pontificat ; put him in Poſſeſſion of the four Governments \ 
* that were allign'd to Fudea, and gave his Brother Simon the 


pe Command of all his Forces from Tyre to the Bordets of Sy- 
* don: preſenting Jonathan over and above, with ſeveral 


4 drinking Cups of Gold ; Purple Garments with. a Golden 
| Buckle, and the Privilege of uling and wearing theſe Enſigns 


. of State; adopting him allo into the Roll of his choiceſt* 
© Friends. Fonathan was lo ſenſible of theſe multiply'd Boun- 
4 ties, and Marks of Honour he had receiv'd from Antiochus, 
. that he forthwith diſpatch'd away an Expreſs to Autiochus, 


and Tryphon, both in one: with a moſt affectionate Tender 
g VP , Ld f - . . - by 
| af his Friendſhip and Service, with all Readineſs to join a- 
gainſt Demetrius as a common Enemy; reflecting upon him 


2 alſo at the ſame Time as the moſt ungrateful of Men, in rès 
p turning ſo much Evil for fo much Good. ; 5 


No ſooner had Jonathan his Commiſſion for the raiſing of 
Men, but he preſently fell to Work upon Levies in Syria, and 
Phenicia ; and from thence to all the' Neighbouring Towns 
and Cities; where he was receiv'd with great Honour in Ap- 
pearance, but got no Soldiers among them. Upon his com» 
ing afterward to Aſhalon, the People entertain'd him with 
Formalities and Preſents : where he took Gccaſiomto lay before 
them, (as he did at other Places in Cæle-Syria) how much ig 
was their Intereſt, and their Duty, to take up Arms againft 
Demetrius for Antiochus, having ſo fair an Opportunity bs. 

fore them to reckon with him for old Scores. He-wroughe 
upon them ſo far by his Advice and Reaſoning, that they 
promiſed Supplies; but advancing afterward to Gaza upen 
the Deſign of the ſame good Office to Antiochus, he found, 
to his great Admiration, the Gates ſhut againſt him, and the 
People obſtinately reſolved to ſtick ro Demetrius. Jonathan 
took this Aﬀront fo heinoutly, that he forthwith divided his 
Army upon it, aſſaulting the Town with one Part, while the 
other went ranging up and down to burn and lay Waſte the 
Country. The Inhabitants, after a ſhort Time, ſeeing no- 
thing but inevitable Deſtruction before their Eyes; no Ap- 
pearance of any Relief from Demetrius; nor, in Truth, fo 
much as the Hopes of any at ſo remote a Diſtance, they 
came at laſt, upon laying Things together, to conſult their 
. Neceſſities and Deſpairs, and upon ſecond Thoughts, made 
a ſeaſonable, and a ſubmiſſive Application to Jonathan, by 
their Deputies, who were as frankly received on the other 
Hand into his latereſt, and Friendſhip, It were better it 
8 „ C Men 
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Men wolild govern themſelves by a Proſpect of the Reaſons 
and Conſequences of Things beforehand, and to do what 
they ought to do, willingly, before they came to be forced 
to't ; but ſome People are altogether for the After-Wit, that 
comes by woſul Experience; not but that bowght Mit is bet- 
er then none at all, though they pay dear for't. Jonathan, 
An fine, accepted of their Propoſals and Hoſtages, and, fo 
ſent them away to Jeraſalem, paſſing himſelf through the 
Country to Damaſcus. 2 pt: 
Demetrius, in the mean while, had a ſtrong Army encamp- 
ed before Cedaſa upon the Borders of Tyre and Gallilee, with 
a Deſign to draw Jonathan out of Syria by Way of Diverſi- 
on, to the Aſſiſtance of Ga/li/ze, upon a Preſumption that he 

would look to his own Country in the firſt Place: but this 
did not hinder Jonathan from advancing with all the Speed 
te could to encounter him, leaving his Brother Simon behind 
"Hint in his Abſence to take Care of Judæa. Simeon at the 
ſame Time, with what Men he could get together out of that 
Gountry, marched up to Bethſura, and aſlaulted it, though 
g6counted the ſtrongeſt, and moſt defenſible Plage in all Ju- 
dea, and in the Hands, as we have ſaid before, of the Fac- 
tion of Demetrius. So ſoon as the Garriſon found them- 
Klves ſo preſs'd with Works and Engines, that the Place 


ſeem'd to be in ſome Danger, they ſent a Meſſenger to Simon, 


only for Leave to quit the Place, and, without any Moleſ- 
tation or Violence, free Liberty to march away to Demetri- 
#5. They were brought to theſe Terms, by the Apprehen- 
non of being all put to the Sword, if the Place were taken 
by Force." Simon granted them their own Conditions, and 
Put another Garriſon in the Place of what was there before, 
Jona ban, at this Time moving from the Place in Gallilee, 
near the Lake of Gene zer, where he had firſt encamped, ad- 
_ vanced into the Plain of A/or, not ſo much as dreaming of 
any Enemy upon that Quarter: But a Party of Demetrius 
having gotten Intelligence of his Purpoſe the Day before, plac'd 


an Ambuſh under a Mountain, and marched toward him 


with their Body in the plain Field. So ſoon as Jonathan ſaw 
them in Order of Battle, and ready to make a Charge, he 
; 275 his Men the beſt Orders he could in fo ſhort a Time, how 
o govern themſelves in the Action; but when the Jews came 
to diſcoyer the Aoibuſb, they turn'd their Backs immediately, 
for Fear of being coop'd-up betwixt the two Bodies, and all 
Eut-off. The Terror was fo general, that Jonathan had hard- 
Ty a Man to ſtand by him: iaving only two Captains of his 
SBuards, Mallatbiat, the $gn of Mlalon, and Judas, the Son 
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8 of Capſcus; who, with a Band of fifty brave Fellows, ſtood: 
t their Ground, and made ſo deſperate a Charge upon the E: 
d. nemy's Front, that they fought rather like Mad-Men then 
t Soldiers. Jonathan's Deſerters finding the Demetrians doubt: 
ing and ſtaggering, in this Confuſion, made Head and Ral- 
, ly'd; and falling-in upon them afreſh, kill'd a matter of rug 
> Thouſand upon the Place, purſuing the reſt to Cedaſa up to 
their very Tents. _ : By * > 
Jonathan, after this glorious Victory, returned to Jeruſa- 

lem, and in this height of his Succeſſes, ſent his Embaſſadors 

to Rome, with a Commiſſion to renew an Allyance with them, 
and with Orders ta go to Laced&mon in their Return, upon 
; the ſame Account. Fonathan's Propoſals were Entertain'd, 
; and his Embaſſadors honourably Treated, and diſpatch'd a- 
way with Letters Recommendatory to the Kings of Europe 
| and Aſia, for their ſafe Paſſage, They called likewiſe upon, 
the Lacedæmonians, in their Way back again, and preſented 
them with Letters, as follows. | | ISO 


Jonathan the High-Prieſt, and the Elders of the Nation, 
the Prieſts, and other People of the Jews unto the E 
phori, the Senate, and the People of the Lacedzmo? _ 


nians, their Brethren, ſend Greeting. 5 8 


” * 


r 


% FF you are well, both in your Perſons, ànd in all your 
4 Affairs, Publick and Private, we are ſo too; for we 
« rejoice in your Well-Being. " = 4 
« Whereas we find in a Letter, of a Date (long ſince Paſt), 
« from Arius your King, to Onias our High-Prieſt, and pre- 

« ſented to him by Demcteles ; (a Copy whereof we fend u 
here incloſed) importing a near Affinity of Blood betwixt 
us: And whereas it appeareth alſo by the Teſtimony we” 
then render'd to Arius himſelf, by the Hand of the ſaid De- 
mmoteles, with what Joy we received the Intimation of ſuch, 
an Allyance in that Letter: (Not as a new Thing to us 
* neither, for we find mention made of it in the holy Scrip- 
* ture :) This is to let you Underſtand, that we ſhould have 
* put-in our Claim to the Honour of your Friendſhip before 
this, but that we were not willing to prevent you in the 
Glory of leading the Example. You may be pleaſed to 
© take Notice however, that from the firſt Ratification of 
an Amity betwixt us to this Day, we have never forgotten 
you in our Prayers to God for your Proſperity, Health, and 
Victory over all your Enemies. And we have been as, 

OY. E e e 4 s tender 


* 
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77 tender nrewiſe i in all our Sufferings and Diffreſſesp under 
4 


2 the vexatious Perſecytion of our covetaus and ambitious 
25 > Neighbours, not to involve, eicher your ſelves, or any other 

* 7 of our friendly Allies in our Troubles: But-onn;Gircyms 
ſtances being now eaſier, and our Wars, by God's Provis 
« dence, over, we have ſent Numenius the Son of A4ntimas 
mae chus, and Anii pater, the Son of Jaſon, being Senators, and 
- Men of Honour to the Remans; and with Letters. alſo to 


* your ſelves for the ſtrength'ning and renewing of a friend- 


ot * ly Underſtanding betwixt us. You may be pleaſed to re- 
47 turn us what Anſwer you ſhall think Meet, and to let us uns 
46 derſtand wherein we may be uſeful to you; in a full. T raft 


and Confidence, that you ſhall find us ever ready to ſerve | 


vou in all Offices of Affection and Reſpect. - -c . 
The Fews were at this Time divided into three SefcorFatth 
Ar upon the Subject of Fate, and Free all. The three Pare 
ies. were Phariſtes, Sadducees, and Eſſeans. The Pharijes 
ed. that Men were concluded under a Fatality:in ſeme Cales; 
8 left at Liberty in others, either to do, or not to do; as they 
. The Sadducees did not allow of any 'Fatality.at all, 
What caſe ſoever; ; but that every Man has it in his own 
| Power to make his Condition better or worfe, according as 
he takes right or wrong Meaſures : Whereas. the E ans, on 
Thee other hand, acknowledg'd no other Peper then that of an 
- ever-ruling Deſtiny, working according to the Predetermi- 
ation of an Irreſiſtable Fate: But we have (| poken more Par- 
alarly to this Point, in our #i/tory of the * Fewiſh Wars. 
Demetrius's Commanders were now advancing toward Jo- 
32 at the Head of a better Army than they had before, 
in hope of redeeming the Credit they had loſt by their late O- 
verthrow; but Jonathan, having Intelligence that they were 
a- coming, made all the haſte he could to meet them at Ama- 


this, with a Reſolution to, oppoſe their Paſſage into udæa; 


encamping himſelf within fifty Furlongs df the Enemy, and 
ſending Scouts abroad for Diſcovery how they were Poſted, 
nd.which way they bent their Defign. Upon the Return, of 
the Spies with the beſt Information they could get, and ſome 
Friſoners they had taken that Night, Jonathan found that 
the Deſign was to ſurprize him in his Quarters. So that he 
put every Thing immediately into a Poſture of Defence; 
' planted his Watches and Out-Cuarus to the bel} Advantage, 
and kept his Men in Arms and in Heart, all that Nights 
une thera the whole Matter befocchand,: to the end C if 
t * 
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they ſhould be attack d, cheyfmightenot be furpriz'd.” When, 
the Officers of _ came to underſtand that the Plot 
wal diſcover” d it put them to their Wits end What to de 
ſdnctheir under-handeProject being diſappointed, they 
3 not in Condition to encounter him by open Force. 
this Pinch they could find no better Shift then to flip. 

way by Night; and under the Countenance bf ſeveral Fires, 
to cover their Retreat. The next Morning by peep of Days. 
Jonathan march'd-up with a Refolution to force the Camp; 

when finding ir abandon'd, he poſted away after the Fugi- 


tives as faſt as he could, but to no Pur poſe; for they had got- 


ten over the River Erutherus, into a Place of Safety, before 
he could reach them. He took his Courſe next into Arabia; 
Ravaged the Country of the Nabatheans ; took a great many 
Cattle and Priſoners, and fold them at Damaſcus. 
Simon, at the fame Time, took a Progreſs through Fudeay 
and Paleſtine, as far as 4ſkalon, where he garriſon” d all PI 
ces of Defence; and after fortifying and fecuring the count. 
try, marched to 7cppa, took Poſſeſſion of the Place, and clapt 
# ſtrong. Guard upon it to keep the Inhabitants in Awe, t 
would otherwiſe: have betray'd the Town to Demetrius. 
Matters being in this Diſpoſition, Jonathan and Simon re- 
mrnoded Ferujatem ; where the High-Prie/t ſummoning the 


People together into the Ten ple, put them upon Repaixing the 


ruinous Walls, both of the City, and thoſe about the Holy 
Place, fortifying them, upon the Main, with high and ſub- 
ſtantial Towers ; adviſing them alſo to Erect another Wall to 
cut-off all Communication betwixt the Caſtle and the City 

Recommending | it to them over and above, to put good Gare 


riſons into other convenient Places up and down, and keep 
_ the. Country in a defenſible Condition? 'THE People were 


highly pleafed with the Reaſons of all he ſaid; fo that he 
made it his own Province to take care of the City, and coma 
mitted the'treſt tochis Brother. 25 

Demetrius, being gotten over the River, advan into Mea 
fopstamin, with-a Deſign of making bimſelf Maſter, not only 
of the Country, but off Babylow itfelt; -propoling alſo, upon 


| the reducing of the upper- .Provitices, to make that Quarter 
the Stat of the Mar; for the Greeks and Mactdonians there 


abouts had ſent him ſeveral Embaſſies and Invitations to come 
over to them; with Aſſurances, that upen his appearing, Fey 
would range themſelves under his Obedience, and aſſiſt him 
with their Arms againſt Ar/zces the King of Parthia. In the 
Strength of this Confidence and Encouragement, Demetrius 
moved immediately toward them in Contemplation how es- 


IM 
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ſy a Thing it would be to beat Tryphen out of Syria, after 
ont Home- Blu given to the Parthians, In the Strength of this 
Confidence, Demetrius Poſted away immediately towards him, 
atid was received upon his Arrival with all the Chearfulneſs 
imaginable, where he put himſelf in the Head of a brave 
Army, and made War upon Arſaces, by whom he was ut- 
terly routed ; his whole Body deſtroyed, and himſelf taken 
Priſoner, as we have ſaid formerly in another Place. | 


CHAT XL 


Demetrius being gone, Tryphon aſpires to the Crown, by 
Removing Jonathan, and Antiochus. He works upon 


—— „ —— 
WIS EY 


_ Jonathan's Credulity, and moſt villanouſly Betrays him ; 


mates him a Priſoner in Piolemais, and.cuts-off a 4 hour 


and of his People. 


THIS Miſcarriage of Demetrius put an End ro Tryphon's 
pretended Faith and Allegiance to Antiochus ; his Bus'- 
neſs being now only to conſider how he might remove his 
Maſter out of the Way, and ſet- up for himſelf. This was 
not to. be done, he Thought, ſo long as Fenathan, (a true 
Friend to Antiochus) was in Condition to oppoſe it: ſo that 
the firſt Thing to be done was to rid his Hands of Jonathan : 
and the Contrivance was this: He went from Antioch to Beth- 
fan; in Greek, Scythopolis, where he found Jonathan with for- 
ty Thouſand Choice Men at his Heels, that were ready at Hand 
to ſerve him iri caſe of Need. Tryphon, finding him in this 
Strength and Poſture, made uſe of Preſents, and fair Words, 
to inveigle and impoſe upon him, when he ſaw there was no 
good to be done by down-right Force. He gave it in Charge to 
his Officers, to pay the ſame Reſpect and Obedience to Jona- 
_ #han, that they did to himſelf : Propounded by theſe Ways of 
Inſinuation to cover the Treachery of his falſe Heart, and to 
create in him ſuch a Truſt and Confidence, as might pro- 
bably expoſe him, for want of Caution, to a mortal Credu— 
lity and Surprize: Paſſing from one Thing to another; till 
at laſt, in regard, all Things were now at Peace, he ſaid, and 
the War at an End, he put it into Jenathan's Head to diſ- 
charge his Army, as a Burden there was no Occaſion for; but 
Kill adviſing him to retain a competent Guard about his 
Fo Perſon, 
— — 6 — — — — — — 
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ter Perſon, and that they might go together to Ptolemais; for hat” 
his Ml was reſolved to put him in Poſſeſſion of that City, and of all 
m, the Fortreſſes thereabouts; For, ſays he, I am now come hi- 
fs ther on purpoſe to deliver thoſe Places into your Hands. Jonas. 
ve Wl than was too innocent to ſuſpect ſo baſe a Villany; inſomuch 
it- that caſting himſelf wholly upon the Sincerity and good Faith 
n of Tryphon, he diſſmiſs'd his Army, all but three Thouſand 
| Men, whereof he left two in Gallilee, and carry'd the third 
along with him in Company with Tryphon to Ptolemais. He 
- was no ſooner enter'd the Town with his People, but the In- 
habitants, according to their Inſtructions, ſhut the Gates up- 
| on him; took Jonathan himſelf alive, and cut-off all his Soles 
y diers every Man of them, Part of the Army was afterwards 
4 {ent to Callilee, with an Intent to murder the other ue Thows 
4 ſand there, as they had done their Fellows ; but having times 
iy Notice of their Treachery to Jonathan, they betook theme 
iy ſelves to their Arms immediately upon the Report, and ſo 
made their Eſcape. Tryphon's Soldiers were ſo well ſatisfy'd im 
the Reſolution of theſe Men; as to the Contempt of Death an 
Danger, that they let them go off without any Interruption, 
and fo went their Way back again as they came. "Tn 


| CHAF MS | 
Tryphon keeps Jonathan a Priſoner, and Simon ſug- 
lies his Command. Ile turns the [nhabitants of Jop- 
pa our of the Town, Tryphon enters Judza, and of- 
fers to ſet Jonathan at Liberty for a Sum of Money and 
Hoſtages. Simon delivers the Money, and the Ho- 
ſtages ; but Tryphon breaks Faith with him, and or- 
ders Jonathan e be, put to Death. The People chuſe 
Simon Unanimouſly to Succeed him. Ade Demolifhes 
Gaza, Joppa, lamnia, and the Citadel of Jeruſalem ; 
laying the very Mouingain it flood upon under the Com- 
mand of the Temple. . 


THE News of Jonathan's Impriſonment, and the Maſſa 
_* cre of the People; the Loſs, in fine, of fo great a Man, 
and a Perſon fo neceſſary to the eus, both for his Valour 
and Conduct, ſtrut the Inhabitants of Jeraſalem, not only 
with an inconſolable Affliction, out of the Love they beat 
| 5 him, 


——— 
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kim, but with a terrible Apprehenſion over and above of thei 
Miſeries hey lay y expoſed to in the Conſequence of his Death: 

even ta the Hazard of the whole Nation, by letting looſe thoſe, 

| Enemies upon them, on this Occaſion, that ſtooq in Awe of de 

| them before. This was the Thing they. fear'd, and they were 

not much out in their Conjecture. For ſo ſoon as they came 

afterward to hear that Jonathan was put to Death, their Neigh- C 

bours all aſſocitted againſt them, as Men without a Head, 

and utterly deſtitute ; the General being loſt, and no other 1 

Fan ee qualify'd to exerciſe his C Charge. Nay, Try- 

en himſelf got an Army together to make an Inroad with b 

it upon Juda. But Simon obſerving what a Conſternation { 

, 

] 

( 


the People were in, for Fear of new Broils, and out of an 
| affectionate Zeal, to keep up their Hearts againſt the Practi- 
ces of Tryphon, he call'd the People EAT, and made them 
4 Diſcourſe, as follows. 
L need not tell you, (ſays he) my Friends and country- 
| 72 men, how vigorouſly, and frankly I my Self, my Father, 
and my Brethren, have expoſed ourſelves to the uttermoſt 
nan and Hazards for our common Liberty: So that 
it is no new Thing, in our Family, to lay down our Lives 
2 in the Defence of our Laws, and our Religion; neither am 
A ſo inſenſible of the Authority of theſe Domeſtic k Exam- 
Iles, as to be wrought upon by any Terror to the ſacrifi- 
7 eing of my Honour, and my Duty, for the ſaving of my 
Life : wherefore without looking any further for a Leader, 
you 3 Man here before you, that is ready to do, or to 
« ſuffer, all Things that are great and glorious, for your Pre- 
45 12 qi and Welfare, Do but you only follow, where 
h lead you. I do not reckon myſelf to be better then 
rethren, neither do I value my Life at a bigher Rate 
2 5 they have done theirs before me; nor am I lo degene- 
rate, as to think of ſaving that Life by Cowardiſe, when 
Country and my Religion are at Stake, which our Fa- 
ec 58 has ever accounted as the molt Heroical of their Ad- 
0 Ventures, to part with, upon the ſame Occaſion... No, no, 
my Friends and Brethren, it ſhall never be ſaid that I have 
4. derogated. from the Dignity of our Family. IL. make no 
an doubt. at all yet, but that God, in his good Time, will, 
2 even by my Hand, avenge you upon the Heads of your * 
rk. pemies; deliver you, with your Wives and Children, from 
45 . your Oppreſſors, and vindicate the holy Temple againſt 
14 all the Abojainations and Violences of your malicious Per- 
* ſecutors. And what is it, in fine, that encqurages this 
2, preſent Confederacy againſt you, but that they look upon 
| « you 
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« yon as Sheep without a Shepherd ; That is to fay, an, 
%%% % 1 
The Multitude were ſo inflamed at this Speech and Declas 
ration of Simon, that they preſently took Courage and Confi 
dence upon it; fufpended their Fears, and revived their SPt-; 
jits with the Hopes of better Things: ſo that they all cry'd' 
out with one Voice; None /o fit as Simon to ſucceed to the 
Command of his Brave Brothers, Judas and Jonathan, and 
therefore let Simon be our General, and whatever he Commands 
ſhall be Obey'd. The New General got as many of his Peo- 
ple together as were fit to bear Arms, and fo fell to Work 
upon the Walling of the City, and the Fortifying of it with 
ſtrong and ſtately Towers; and that being over, he ſent 7o- 
nathan the Son of Ab/alen, a particular Friend of his, to p- 
pa, with Order to turn the Inhabitants out of the Town, for 
fear they ſhould deliver it up to T-yphon : while he himſelf 
continu'd at 7eruſalem to look to the City, *- 3 
Try phon was now upon his March with a great Army from 
Ptolemais ; and coming into Fudea, he brought Jonathan with 
him in Bonds. Simon met him with his Troops near the City 


of Addida, upon a Mountain that overlooks the Plain. When 


Tryphon came to underſtand that the eus had choſen Simon 
for their General, he ſent Meſſengers to him to try if he could 
circumvent him by a Trick. And ſo he fent him Word, 
that if he had a Mind to have his Brother Jonathan diſcharg'd, 
let him ſend him a Hundred Talents of Silver, and Two Sans of 
Jonathan along with it for Hoſtages, that when he ſhould be 
{et at Liberty, he ſhould not ſeduce Judæa from their Allegi- 
ance to the King; Tryphon ſuggeſting that he was now to be 
kept in Cuſtody, only till the King's Money ſhould be paid. 

Simon knew well enough there was a Cheat in't; but com- 
puting with himſelf upon all the Hazards of the Caſe ; ' as, 
what if he ſhould loſe his Money, and his Brother never the bet- 
ter for it? Beſide the Delivery of his Sons to the Mercy of an 
Enemy, there was a Miſchief on the one Hand; and then he 
was atraid on the other, that upon his Denial of the Money 
for a Ranſom, or the Sons for Hoſtages, the'Calumny of his 
Brother's Death would at laſt be laid at his Door. Upon 
this Deliberation, he call'd a Counſel ; told them Tryphon's 
Demands, giving his Opinion alſo beforehand, that there 
was Treachery in the Bottom ; but intimating however, that 
it would be better to ſend both the Money and the Sons at a 
Venture, then to incur a Suſpicion,” upon not hearkening to 
Tryphon's Conditions, as if he were not ſo zealous as he ſhould 
be for the Safety of his Brother. So the Reſolution was taken 
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to ſend Bath: though Tryphon brake his Faith, after all, and 
would not yet releaſe Jonathan; but went up and down 
with his Army, ravaging the Country, 'till he came at laſt 
to Dora, a City of Idumæa, with an Intention to make that 
his Way to Jeruſalem; Simon keeping-up wite" him ill 
wherever he went, Camp againſt Camp. 

While Tryphon was upon the Way, Word was denarii 
him from Jeruſulem, that the Garriſon was hard preſs'd for 
want of Proviſions, and that they deſir'd he would immedi- 
Ately haſten away to their Relief. Upon this Intelligence, 
he order'd his Horſe to be in Readineſs, for he would march 
without any Delay to their Succour; but there fell ſo great 
-a*'Snow that Night, that the Ways were all cover'd, and im- 
paſſable ; eſpecially for Horſe. - Upon this Diſappointment, 
he decamped, and went back to.Ce/e-Syria ; and paſſing tho- 
rough the Country of Galaad, cauſed Jonathan near the City 
of Baſca, to be lain, and bury'd there: and from thence he 
zeturned to Antioch. Simon took care however to remove 
Jonathan's Bones to his Father's Sepulchre at Modin, with the 
Solemnity of a publick Mourning, where he erected a glori- 
.ous Monument of white poliſhed Marble to the Honour of his 
Family. It was raiſed upon an Eminence, that overlooks 
the whole Country thereabouts, and encompaſſed with arch- 
ed Walks, reſting upon admirable Pillars, each of one en- 
tire Stone. He raiſed alſo Seven Pyramids for his Father, 
Mother,. Four Brothers, and Himſelf, one for each: A Work 
ſo wonderful, both for the State, and Beauty of it, that it 
is yet to be ſeen, and hath the Reputation of a celebrated 
Piece even to this Day. 
This may ſuffice to ſhew the Care and Zeal 7 Simon in 
doing Right to the Honour of his Family, by ſo magnificent 
a Monument, and moſt particularly, to the Memory of Jo- 
vathan; who had now govern'd the People in the Quality 
both of Prince, and of High-Prie/t, for the Space of four Year ; 
his Brother Simon, by the univerſal Suffrage and Conſent of 
the People, ſucceeding him. In the firſt Year of his Pro- 
motion, he deliver'd them from the Tributes he formerly paid 
to the Macedonians; and this was in the Year 170, from the 
ed ming of Seleucus Ni zcancr to the Kingdom of Syria. Now 


Simon had gain'd ſo great an Efteem and Authority among 
the 


n 
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Sauger in his Notes upon Euſebius. Suſpects this Place to be cor- 


2 in the Otiginal : and corrects it fo, as to make Jonathan die in 
the r4rb Year of his. Fqmuificat, and when he had Gavern'd the Nalion 


Eighteen Years, 
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and the People, that they dated their Writings as well private 
wn as publick, in ſuch or ſuch a Year of Simon the Governour of 
the eus, with this Addition, [and the meſt deſerving Patras 
hat the Nation, For under his Adminiſtration all Things ſug» 
till MY ceeded well, both in War and Peace, by the Advantages ht 
brought to his Friends, and by the Victory he obtained over 
the common Enemy: deſtroying the Cities of Gazara, Zoppa, 
and Iamnia; laying the Citadel of Feruſalem level with the 
Ground; and taking it moreover into his Care, how to pre- 
vent the ſame Inconveniences again for the Time to comes 
That is to ſay, by putting it out of Condition of either an- 
noying the Town, or of ſerving for a Place of Protection to 
Fugitives and Rebels. In order to this End, he gave his Ad- 
vice for the digging-up, and plaining of the Mountain itſelf 
that the Caſtle ſtood upon, ſo as to leave the Temple upon 
the Advantage of the higher Ground. Upon this Conſide- 
ration, he call'd a Congregation, and laid before them what 
Damage they had already ſuffer'd from this Caſtle, and what 
Inconveniences they might reaſonably expect from it over 
again, in the ſuture, if ever it ſhould fall into the Hands of 
an Enemy-Prince. This plain, and ſhort Way of Reaſoning 
wrought ſo effectually upon the Multitude, that they were 
preſently, One and All, for demoliſhing the Mountain. They 
fell immediately to work upon't, and ply'd it fo hard Night 
and Day for Three Years ſucceſſively, without Intermiſſion 
(doing Duty by turns) that in the End, by the Force of in- 
defatipable Labour, they brought it under the Command of 
the Temple. | 


; 


— — 
9 


— — 


[-C. BH A P.. XIE 


Tryphon murders Antiochus, and is Choſen Ring. His 

Soldiers go over to Cleopatra; who marries Antiochug 
Soter : and he makes Mar upon Tryphon, and Over- 
throws him in a Set-Battle ; Chaces him out of Syria, 
and beſieges him in Dora. He makes a League with 
Simon the High-Prieſt, who aſſiſts him in the Siege, 
Tryphon gets away to Apamia,ewhere he is taker 
and flain. : | 


GOON after the taking of Demetrius Nicanor Priſoner, Tr y- 

=. phon ſecretly murder'd his Pupil Antiaochus, the Son of 

Mexander, whom they treated with divine Honours : Fo — 
er durt 
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fourth Year of his Ghardinſhip; giving it out thaf it was 
only an unlucky Accident in- his Exerciſes, that brought hint 


* 


to his End. While this Rumour was freſh, Tryphon madd 
an Intereſt among the Soldiery, by the Force of Friends and 
Money, to diſpoſe them toward the Choice of Himſelf for their 
next Governour. Demetrius, they ſaid, was a Priſoner to the 
Parthians ; and Antiochus would never forget the Deſerters 
of his Brother. By this Artifice of Inſinuation, Tiyphon pre- 
par'd his Way to the Crown : and there needed not much Ar- 
gument in the Caſe, when all People reckon'd upon it, that 


it would be the making of any Man's Fortune, that ſhould 


ive his Voice for the making of this Man Xing; fo that they 
advanc'd him to the Throne without any more Ceremony. 


This Elevation made a Diſcovery of that il} Nature in him, 
now he was a King, which he had conceal-d all this while 
in the Capacity of a private Man; the better to compaſs his 


Ends by keeping fair with the People. So ſoon as ever he had 
in'd his Point, the Mask was taken-off, and he ſhew'd him- 
If to be a true Tryphon, (or a diſſolute Wretch) in his Mau- 

ners, as well as in his Name, and his Adverſaries laid hold 

of it very much to his Diſadvantage, for the Soldiers grew 
quickly weary of his Humour, and went over to Cleopatra, 


the Wife of Demetrius, who had then ſhut np herſelf in Se- 


leucia with her Children: (while Autiochus, otherwiſe called 
Sorter, and the Brother of Demetrius,) went skulking up and 


down from place to place, and no body daring to receive him 


hardly, for fear of T7yphon. Now Cleopatra, what with the 
Encouragement of the Military Men that deſerted him, the In- 


Nance and Perſuaſton of Friends, and the Apprehention ſhe- 


herſelf had of the Seleucians giving up the Town to Tryphon ; 
ſhe ſent. a Meſſenger to Antiochus, with a Propoſal of Mar- 
riage, and a Tender of her Kingdom to him, as well as of 
her Perſon. Antiochus forthwith embraced the Propoſition ; 
and upon cloſing with Cleopatra on thoſe Terms, the People 


came trooping-in to him in ſuch Numbers, that in a ſhort 


Time he was Maſter of a Marching Army, and made War 


upon Tryphon; overcame him in a Battle; and beating him 
out of Syria, purſu'd him to Phenicia, begirting him at laſt 

in Dora, a very ſtrong and a well-fortify'd Hold. He ſent ' 
_ Embaſſadors alſo to Simon the High-Prieſt of the eus, upon 


a Treaty of Amity, and Allyance, who frankly accepted of 
his Terms, and ſoon after ſent him a Supply of Proviſion and 
Monies for the carrying on of the Szege ; which was a Service 


at that Time ſo acceptable to 4ntiockees, that he Iook'd upon 


him as the beſt Friend he had in the World: But Tiyphon, in 


the 
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the-Exid} amade an Eſcape out of Dora, and fled to Aplimiat 
where the Pow was taken, and himſelf lain” in 2 tr jg 
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1 
The. — * of Antiochus. againſt Simon, who Pig 
gets the better of him; Contracts a new Alliance with 


tlie Romans, and ſet le, the Government i in Fe ace. 
A webt, being Wini covetous, and conſequent un z 
grateful, was now ſo far from acknowledging the goq 
Offices Fame had done bim, that he ſent an Army under the. 
Command of Cendebzus, to lay qudæa Waſte, and to feize u P 
on his Perſon. The Senſe of this perfidivus indignity put el 
od Old Man ſo far out of Patience, that forgetting | 
Infirmities of his Age, he march'd immediately! in the, Heac 
of an Army with the Reſolution of a Hero in the Prime off 
his Louth, and Vigour, to engage the Enemy; ſending 'hie* 
Son before Bim with ſome of his choiceſt Troops, 2h 18 
ſeik following by ſeveral Ways with the reſt, planting, "His? 
A every where up and down in the Abe hues, and a 
hinp: Tacceeding to his Heart's Content; for he had lift; 
better of it upon every Encounter; . - regew'd his Leagus: 
8 eee and liv'd at Peace afterward all the Days 677 
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Ptolemy reacheroufly Murders his F Arberg N I% . 
mon: He ſeizes his Wife and two Children: John” 


— 


La 4 Hyrcanus) the Third, Joifting away to Jerals, 
where be is ,rece:v'd. and Fra an 
Brolewy lenz d Euiraice. We . l acl 
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: Wuns Simot had boat eigen You Gwogrngar of Jadea, : : 
dhe was treacherouſly murder'd, in the End, by his Son- 
in-Law fo upon an Invitation to a Treat. He had got 
bis Wife ank his tyro Sons Friſoners 1 and had his - 
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\Ruffans abroad alſo to take his third Son Fox, otherwiſe 
called Hyrcanus, and kill him; but the young Man, having 
ſeaſonable Notice of the Danger, took Sanctuary in Feruſalem, 
where the People were doubly kind to him, partly for the 
Love and Veneration they had for the Memory of his Father, 
and in Part for the deadly Hatred they bear to Prolemy, 
whom they bravely repulſed upon an Attempt to enter at 
one Gate, becauſe they had already received Hyrcanus at 
another. 5 5 | | 


— C 
Hyrcanus ſucceeds to the Pontiſicat. Prolemy Beſreg'd 
in the Caſtle of Dagon. The Mother and Brethren 
of Hyrcanus expos'd upon the Battlements ; and threa- 
end to be caſt down, un'eſs Hyrcanus withdrew, 
The glorious Reſolution of the Mother; who is put 10 
 "Beath by Ptolemy, with ber two Sons, while he flies 
or Protection to Zeno, (otherwiſe Cotyla.) 


* 
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*FTPON this Affront, Ptolemy withdrew himſelf to a cer- 
C — tain Caſtle not far from Jericho, called Dagon, Hyrca- 
ies at the ſame Time enter'd upon the Pontificat, and officiated 
in it as Succeſſor to his Father. The firſt Thing he did, was 
-to offer up Prayers and Sacrifices in due Manner, and Form; 
.and that Duty being over, he march'd away to the Aſſault of 
the Fort: Where the only Difficulty he met withal, was to 
"contend with the natural Piety and Tenderneſs he had for 
his Mother and his Brethren, whom Ptolemy expoſed from 
the Top of the Wall, whipping and tormenting them in the 
Sight of all the People, with Menaces to caſt them headlong 
from the Battlements, unleſs Hyrcanus preſently quitted the 
Siege. Now the other computing with himſelf, that the 
.eafier he was to the Town, the eaſter Ptolemy would be to 
his Relations. This Thought put him to a little Stand upon 
the firſt Impreſſion, which way to incline ; but his Mother 


ſeeing him look and act as if he were deliberating, and | 


relenting, called-out to him aloud, and encourag'd him 
both with her Hand and Voice, to make a right Uſe of that 
berbzrous Spectacle, and without any regard to hers, and 
: = | er 
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her Childrens Sufferings, to do himſelf and his Famil 
Right, in a juſt Vengeance upon the Head of that execra- 
ble Monſter ; for ſhe her ſelf deſired nothing more then to 
expire in her Torments, upon condition that that unnatural 
Tyrant might be plagu'd and puniſh'd according to his De- 
ſert. The generous and provoking Bravery of this Woman 
raiſed the Spirits of Hyrcauus to the higheſt Degree of Reſo- 
lution, to puſh forward the Aſſault. But finding that the more 
they preſs'd upon the Fort, the fiercer Ptolemy was upon his 
Mother, all other Reſentments of Rage and Revenge gave 
way to the over-ruling Softneſs of a duriful Son: So that by 
theſe Pauſes and Intervals, Irreſolution and Diſtraction, the 
Siege was drawn-out out at length till the Sabbatical Tear 
came - on; the ſeventh Year being a Tear of Reſt to the Jews, 
as well as the ſeventh of Days : So that Prolemy was now de- 
liver'd from the War and the Siege; and thereupon putting 
to Death the Mother, and the Brother of Hyrcants, he with- 
drew to Zeno, ſirnamed Cotyla, a Tyrant who had at that 
Time uſurped to himſelf the Government of Philadelphia. 
[The End of the Hiſtory of the Bible. | 


CHAP Iv 
Antiochus befieges Hyrcanus in the Fort at Jeruſalem. 
He grants the Jews a ſeven-Days Jruce. Hyrcanus 
moves him in Fayour of the Jews; who comes to Terms 
with him, and raiſes the Siege. Hyrcanus makes an 
Alliance with Antiochus; and, according to Nicolaus 
gf Damaſcus, does him great Service in the Parthian 
Mar. Antiochus zs defeated and ſlain, and the Kings 
dom of Syria deſcends to his Brother Demetrius. 
A had not as yet either forgotten or forgiven the 
LY Baffles and Diſgraces he had formerly received from Si- 
mon the Father of Hyrcarus : So that he made an Inroad into 
7udea in the fourth Year of his Reign, the firſt of Hyrcanus, 
and the * 1624 Olympiad, where he firſt ravaged the Country; 


and then drove Hyrcanus into the City itſelf; dividing his 
F ff 2 Army 


— * 


And the 24 of 161 Ohnpiad according to the Reading of Petitus in 
His Euleg. Chronolog. |. 1, 6.4, See Scaliger's Notes upon Zu/+!- 
p. 135. tid, Cemmeſin. : L 
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Army into ſeven Bodies round about it. They advanced little 
or nothing at the Beginning, the Walls being very ſtrong, 
and the Defendents Valiant. The Camp was for ſome ſhort 
Time, ſcanted for Water; but that Defect was plentifully 
ſupply d by a great Fall of Rain. Upon a thorough Con- 
 Fiteration of the Matter, they found the Town molt Acceſſt. 
ble upon the North Side of it, and therefore bent their Force 
principally upon that Quarter; raiſing a Hundred Turrets of 
three Stories high againſt them, which were well-lin'd with 
Soldiers to carry-on the Attack. They had likewiſe drawn a 
double Circumvallation of a great Length and Depth, to 
cut-off the Means of Communications aud Relief. But this 
did not hinder the Defendents yet from making frequent 
Sallies, and doing Execution too, when at any Time they 
Haw the Beſiegers looſe cr careleſs upon their Guard: Or 
however, if they found them in Poſture to receive them, 
they could make their Retreat good at Pleaſure. There were 

a great many unprofitable Mouths in the Town, that only 
waſted their Proviſions, without doing any Manner of Ser. 
vice; So that Hyrcanus taking this into Conſideration, ſe- 

arated thoſe that were fit to bear Arms from the reſt, and 

türn'd all the uſelcſs People out of the City; where, betwixt 
Antiochus on the one Hand, that ſtopt them from going any 
Further, and Hyrcanus on the other, that would not let them 
g0 back again, tie poor Wretches ſaunter'd away their Time 
under the Wall till ome of them periſhed for want of 
Nen. 
It ſo fell · out that it was now the Time of che Feaſt of uber- 
Nader and upon the Occaſion of this Feſtival, theſe miſerable 
Creatures were Admitted into the Town again: W hereupon 
the Inhabitants addreſs'd themſelves to Antiochus, only to 
grant them a Truce for ſeven Days, in Honour of the Solem- 
nity ;+ which out of a Conſcience of Religion, he allow'd them 
at firſt Word; and he did not only gratify them in their 
| Requelt, but ſerrt them magnificent Preſents of Beaſts over 
and above, for Sarcrifices 5 a ; 25 Bulls with gilded Horns Cups 
f Gold and Silver, reple eniſh'd with all Sorts of precious 
Spices and Perfumes; and, in fine, treated them with an 
Entertainment much different from that of Anticchus E pipha- 
nes; Who, im affront to their Religion, upon the taking of the 
Temple, lacrifc'd Hogs upon the Aliar, and prophan'd the 
. Hlaly Place with Porridge made of Swines Fleſh, in a flat 
Pefyance and Contempt of their Laws and Ceremonies, 
which Prov! d the Ground of an Animoſity betwixt them ne- 
ver to be recon ii Whereas the preſent Anticchus had the 
Charaè 4 F- 
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Character, and Sirname of [the Picus] given him by all 
Sorts of People, in Honour of the Reverence he had for Re- 
ion. 85 | | Fs 
aro took Encouragement upon this Inſtance of the 
King's Juſtice and Goodneſs, to move him by an Embaſſy on 
the 7eus Behalf, for the Liberty only of living one with ano- 
ther, according to the Laws and Cuſtems of their own Country. 
The Court-Fa@ion, on the contrary, were for having them 
wholly Cut-off, and Nooted. out, as an inſociable ſingular Sort 
of People, that would be thought holier and wiſer then 
their Neighbours, and valu'd themſelves upon a Singularity 
from the reſt of the World, in their Lives and Manners. But. 
the King had too great a Reſpect for their Piety and Behavi- 
our, to put them to Extremities : So that he ſent Word back 
to Hyrcanus, that upon Condition the beſieged ſhould de- 
liver-up their Arms; undertake for the Taxes of Zoppa, and 
the reſt of the Cities about J7udæa, and receive a Garriſon into 
the Town, of his Appointment, he was ready to put an End 
to the War upon their own Terms. The Jews agreed to 
all but the receiving of the Garriſon, in regard of the Scruple 
they made of intermixing with Strangers; but for a Compo- 
ſition to be eaſed of that Article, they propoſed rather to 
give the King Hoſtages for the Performance of Covenants, 
and five Hundred Talents over and above, which the King 
accepted of: Three Hundred of them being paid down upon 
the Nail, in Part; and the Brother of Hyrcanus, one of the: 
Pledges. Upon the finiſhing of this Treaty, the Works and 
the Battlements were thrown down; the City diſmantled, 
and the Siege rais'd. „ 55 | 
Hyrcanrus, after this, cauſed the Monument of David to be 
open'd, (the richeſt Prince that ever was upon the Face of 
the Earth) where he made Seiznre of three Thouſand Talents to 
kis own Uſe; and furniſh'd himſelf with foreign Mercena- 
ries, being the firſt of the Nation that ever entertain'd an 
Army of Strangers. In the next Place he enter'd into a 
League with Antiochus, invited himſelf and his Army into 
the City, where he gave them a ſplendid and a moſt magni- 
ticent Reception, and follow'd him afterward with his Auxili- 
aries into the Parthian War, as we have it upon the Authority 
of N:cholars Damaſcenus, in Terms to this Purpoſe, Antiochus, 
epunthe Routing of Indates the Parthian General, Eredted a Tri- 
amphal Arch upon the Bank of the River Lycas, where he reſted 
is Days at the Regueſt of Hyrcanus, @ Jew, being juſt at the 
Time of one of their Feſſivals, upon which Day they made aConſci> 
ence of Travelling. The Hiſtorian was in the Right as to this 
30 5 : 11 Particular; 


806 Jewisn Anviquiries, Bock XIII. 
Particular; for the Feaſt of Pentecs/? fell-out at that Time, 
to be juſt the next Day after the Sabbath, and it is not law- 
ful for us to take a Journey upon either of thoſe two Days. 
Antiochus, in fine, came to a Battle with Ar/aces, the King 
of the Parthians, in which Action he loſt both his Life and 
bis Army. His Brother Demetrius, after him, ſucceeded to 
the Kingdom of Syria, being now ſet at Liberty bv 4r/aces, 

upon this Invaſion of Autiochus, of which we have ſpoken 
Heretofore. 


1 CHAP. XVII. 
Nyrcanus males himſelf Maſter of 1dumza, and brings 
over the People to the Jewiſh Laws and Diſcipline, 
und Contracts a new Allyance with the Romans. De- 
metrius #5 beaten-out of the Field, and flies to Ptole- 
mais for Protection; and thence to Tyre, where he is 
malle a Priſoner, and put to Death, A League be- 
#wixt Alexander and Hyrcanus. Alexander routed, 
und kilf'd in a Battle with Antiochus Gryphus, 
Antiochus Gryphus, and Antiochus Cyzicenus, (two 
Brothers) perpetually in War one with another. 


I — 
79 5 H 1 
off immediately with his Army into Syria, preſuming 


reanus, after the Death of Antiochus, march'd away 
within himſelf, as aſterward it prov'd, that he ſhould find 
the Country in ſome meaſure Deſerted and Unmann'd. In 
Tix Months Time, though with ſome Difficulty, he took-in 
Medaba and after that, Samega, and other Places there- 
Abouts; and then Sichem, and Garizin, with the Land of the 
Chuthites, where the Temple ſtood, that with Alexander's Leave 
Was built after the Model of that at Feruſalem by Sanballat, 
one of his Governours ; to gratify his Son-in-Law Manaſſes, 
The Brother of the High- Prieſt Jaddus, as we have ſaid before; 
which Temple was deſtroy'd a matter of two Hundred Years 
after. Hyrcanus took alſo ſeveral ſtrong Places in Idumæa; 
as Adora, and Mariſſa; and at laſt, when he had maſter'd 
the whole Province, made Proclamation for all People to 
depart the Land that would not ſubmit to be Gircumcis'd: So 
. that rather then quit their Country, they not only comply'd 


in the Point of Circumciſion, but in a Conformity allo to = | 
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the other Rites and Ceremonies ef the Fews : And that wag 
the firſt Time they were reckoned among the 7ews. 
Hyrcanus the High-Prieſ/t, being now about to renew # 
League with the Romans, ſent his Embaſſudors to the Senate, 
with Letters upon that Subject. Theſe Letters being read 
and debated, an Amity was concluded in Manner, and upon 
the Conditions following. Fanius the Son of Marcus Pres 
« for, called a Senate in the Field of Mars, on the Eight# 
&© of the Ides of February; Preſent Lucius Manlius, the Son 
« of Lucius Mentina, and Caius Sempronius, the Son of 
& Caius Falerna, upon the Bus'neſs of the Embaſſy of Simon 
& the Son of Doſitheus; Apollonius the Son of Alexander, 
« and Diodorus, the Son of Faſen, Perſons of Honour and 
“ Probity, and deputed by the Nation of the Fews to treat 


about an Allyance, and other publick Matters with the 
Senate of Rome: whereupon it was agreed that Jeppa, and 


*« the Ports, Gazara with the Fountains, and other Places 
% that had been taken away by Antiochus, contrary to a De- 
*< cree of the Senate, ſhould be all reſtored, and the King's 
* Soldiers not to paſs thorough either that, or any other Part 
« of the Roman Territory, without leave : That whatever had 
been done by Antiochus in the late War, fhould be decla- 
« red void, and Commiſſioners appointed to take. an Eſti- 
% mate of what the People had ſuffer'd in their Lands and 
“ Goods by his Depredations ; and to ſee Satisfaction made 
for all Loſſes.” Upon theſe Conditions, the Senate was 
pleaſed to accept of the Propoſals, that were preſented er. 


by theſe honourable Perſons, in the Name of their g 


Friends and Allies, the People of the Fews. As to the mat- 
ter of Returning an Anſwer in Form, it ſnould be done, they 
ſaid, at their firſt Leiſure, and Care taken that no Wron 

ſhould be offer'd them for the future. Fanius had Orders 
likewiſe to furniſh the Embaſſadors with Money for their 
Charges back again out of the publick Stock ; which he did 


_ accordingly, with Recommendatory Letters over and above, 


to all Governours, and Officers in their Way, for the Cons 
yenience and Security of their Paſſage. 

While Matters ſtood thus with Hyrcanus the High-Prieſt, 
there was no want of good Will in Demetrius to pick a Quar- 
rel with him, if he had but had Seconds to ſtand by him in 
it; but for the Syrians, and his own Soldiers, they hated him 
for his Lewdneſs, to that Degree, that they join'd in a Cons 
federacy againſt him, making it their Requelt to Prolemy, 
otherwiſe called Phy/con the King of A#pypt, only to ſend © 
them ſome Branch or other - Seleucus's Family, and they 
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would ſet him up for King. Upon this Application, Ptolemy 
ſent them one Alexander, ſirnamed Zebina, with a conſidep- 
able Body of Men. It came to a Battle, and Demetrius being 
routed, he fled to his Wife Cleopatra, who was then at Pros 
lemais, for Protection; but the Gates being ſhut againſt him, 
away he went for Tyre, where he fell into the Hands of his | 
Enemies, that kept him a while in the Anguiſh of a miſer- 
able Life, and then put him to Death. 
Alexander Jebina being now poſſeſſed of the Kingdom of 
Syria, enter'd into a League with Hyrcanus the 1/igh-Prie/?, 
who.was engaged ſome ſhort Time after, in 2a War with An- 
trachus. Gr yphus,. the Son of Demetrizs. They brought it to 
a Battle, and it was Alexander's. Hap to be ſlain in the En- 
counter. Antiochus, by this Providence, came to the King 
of Syria; but durſt not as yet make any Attempt upon the 
Fes; for he heard that Antiochus Cyzicents, (a Brother he 
had of his.own Name) was at that very Time drawing an 
Army together againſt him at the Town of Cyzycus. So that 
his Buſineſs was, without being troubleſome to the Jews, 
0 keep himſelf upon his Guard againſt his Brother, who 
was called Cyzicenus , from the Name of the Place where he 
had his Education. The Father of this Man was Antiochus 
Soter ; he that was taken Priſoner by the Parthians, Now 
Cleopatra, as we have ſaid already, had been Wife to the 
Twe Brothers. Upon the coming of Antiochus Cyzicenus, i in- 
to Syria, the. Brethren were perpertually Tearing one ano- 
ther to Pieces, and Hprcaaus conſequently i in the Poſſeſſion 
of a profound Peace ; for after the Slaughter of Antiochus 
he fell off from the Matedonians, and had no more to do 
with them either as an Ally, or as a Subject. But in the 
Days of Alexander Zebina, every Thing went with Hyrcanus 
to. bis own Heart's Content, and more yet in the Reign of 
the Two Brothers : for while they were batterjpg and teizing 
one another, Hyrcanus had Fudea ſafe and whole to him; 
ſelf, and the "Opportunity of. hoarging- up an ineſtimable 


Maſs of Treaſure; beſide that while Cyzicenus lay ravaging 
the Country, oh the one Hand; and his Brother had no Re; 
lief all this while out of Agypt, on the other, he fairly left 
them to themſelves to confound one another ; which was 


Fs: Very Thing he aim'd 5 and ſo ef them both. 
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Hyrcanus beſieges Samaria. A miſerahle Famine there, 
Antiochus Cyzicenus-preſſes to Relieve it. Ariſtobus 
lus puts him to the Rout ; and then back to Samaria 
fo continue the Siege. Ptolemy ſends Antiochus Six 
J houſand Egyptians that ravage the Country of wh. , 
canus. Antiochus commits the Mar to Callimander 
and Epicrates. The former is routed and ſlain, and 
Scythopolis betray'd by the other. Samaria taken, 
and laid waſte. Chelcias, and Ananias are Cleopa- 
tra! Confidents, and Captains. Hyreanus' treats the 
Phariſees, Eleazar affronts him. Jonathan enflames 
Hyrcanus againſt him : whereupon he goes over to the: 


| Dadducees. The Death of In T 


H rYRCANUS, under theſe Circumſtances, marched with. 
an Army up to the ſtrong City of Samaria, now call'd; 
Sebaſte, ſince it was rebuilt by Herod, of which we ſhall ſay 
more in convenient Time and Place. Hyrcanus was fo irri- 
tated apainſt the Samaritans by the Indigaities they had put 
upon the People of Marifa, (the Inhabitants, and g of 
Fudaea, though the King of Syria's Subjects) that he reſolv- 
edto attack the Place with all the Vigour imaginable. Upon 
ſitting down before it, he begirt the Town with a large 
Ditch, and a double Wall of eighty Furlongs Compaſs, and 
gave the Conduct of the Siege to his Sons, Antigouus, and Ari- 
{!obulus, who ply'd it ſo hard, and kept them in ſo cloſe, that 
they were forced by Extremity of Famine to keep Life and 
Soul together with Carrion and Dog's-Meat : So that in the 
End, they went to Antiochus Cyzicenus for Relief, who came 
in all haſte upon their Requeſt ; but being routed by Ariſto- 
bulus, and purſu'd by the Brothers as far as Seythopolis 45 made 
a very norrow Eſcape, The Brethren, after this Action, re- 
turned to Samaria, and forcing the People into the Town a- 
gain, renew'd the Siege, which put them upon an Applicati- 
on to the ſame Anticehus once again for Suecour, who prevail- 
ing with Prolemy, ſirnamed Lathurus, for a matter of fix thou- 
ſand Men; ſo much againſt his Mother's Will and Liking, 
that he was within a very little of lofing his Kingdom for it. 
With this Band of Egyptians, Antiochus wer at firſt Rang- 
ing and Ravaging up and down the Country of N not 
Eo | 2 5 - = 3 ; . k ing 
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being at that Time in Condition to look him in the Face. 
Now the Thing he aim'd at was by this Diverſion to draw 
bim from the Siege; but what with Surprizes, Deſertions, 

and other Caſualties, he found his Party in a ſhort Time ſo 
farunk and weaken'd, that he committed the Charge of the 
Fewiſh War to Callimander and Epicrates, and went off 
from thence himſelf to Tripoli. Callimander, after this, with 
more Bravery then Diſcretion, ventur'd upon a raſh Encoun- 
ter, where his People were wholly cut-off, and himſelf lain, 
Epicrates at the ſame Time, betraying Scythopolis, and ſex 
- veral other Neighbouring Towns there, for Money to the 
Fews, by a Treachery as clear as the Sun: So that, in fine, 
there'was no Poſſibility of Relieving the Place. Hyrcanus had 
been a full Year before Samaria when he took it, and it 
was not enough, he thought, to be Maſter of the City, with- 
out razing the very Memory of it from off the Earth : for 
he not only made it a Heap of Rubbiſh, but drew ſeveral 
Trenches of Water thorough it, which ſo disfigur'd the Face 
of every Thing, that there was not the leaſt Mark left of a- 
BY Building that had ever been there, There goes a wonder- 
ful, if not an incredible Story of this ſame Hyrcanus the 
High-Prieſt ; which ſays, that upon the Day of the Battle 
which his Sons had with Cyzicenus, it was reveal'd to him 
by a Voice from Heaven, as he was alone in the Temple, and 
Offering Incenſe, that his Sons had gotten a freſh Victory 
over Antiochus. He went out immediately, and told the Peo- 
le what he had heard; which was confirm'd a while after, 
da all Diſpute. This was computed to be juſt upon the 
preciſe Inſtant of the Succeſs ; and let this ſuffice for the 


State of Things at that Time with Hyrcanus. | : 


The Jews found this a favourable Seaſon for them, not only 
at Jeruſalem, but at Alexandria alſo, and the reſt of Ægypt, 
Cyprus, &c. For the Queen Cleopatra, upon a Difference with 


her Son Ptolemy Lathur, committed the Command of her 


Troops to Chelcias, and Ananias, the Sons of that Onias, who 
erected a Temple in the Territory of Heliopolis, after the 
Platform of that at J7eruſalem, of which we have ſpoken be- 
fore. Theſe two Perſons were the Queen's Adviſers and 
Directors in all ſhe did, as we have it upon the Credit of 
Strabe the Cappadocian in Words to this Effect. A great 
* many of thoſe (/ays he) that either came formerly with us 
to Cyprus, or were ſent thither afterward by Cleopatra, im- 
e mediately quitted the Queen's Intereſt, and went over to 
* Ptolemy : Only the Jews that were of Onias's Party, ſtood 
* firm, out of a Reverence they paid the Queen for as 6 
„ + PE 
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e ſpect ſhe ſhew'd to Chelcias, and Ananias, their Friends. 
« and Countrymen.” Thus far Strabo. | 

Now the Credit and good Fortune of Hyreauus drew upon 
him, in a high Meaſure, the Envy of the Zews ; the Phariſees, 
eſpecially, who had no great Kindneſs for him before; but 
this is a Point that I have formerly touch'd upon, The Au- 
thority of that Faction, in fine, is ſo ſacred among the commune 
People, that let them treat their King, or their High-Prieſt at 
never ſo courſe a Rate, the Multitude would be ſure to ſide 
with them. Hyrcanus however, having been trained-up in 
that School, and being look'd upon as a Perſon much in their 
Favour, took a fair Occaſion to invite them to an Entertain - 
ment, where he treated them with all poſſible Humanity, 
and ReſpeR, So ſoon as good Company and good Cheer had 
put them into the Humour of a free, and an eaſy Converſa- 
tion, he took his Time to make them a ſhort Diſcourſe ſome» 
what to this following Purpoſe. © I need not tell you, ſays 
c he, my worthy Friends, that a Man of your own Princi- 
« ple deſires nothing more then to approve himſelf accepta» 
«© ble to God, and Juſt to his Neighbour, which is but ac« 
« cording to the Reſult of your own Doctrine. But if you 
4 ſhall find however, that I have in any Thing departed 
« from my Duty, as it is your Part to admoniſh and inſtruct. 
« me, I ſhall account it mine, to amend and reform.” This 
generous Candor was received with ſuch Applauſe, that Hyr- 
canus did not a little value himſelf upon the Reputation of 
{v honourable a Teſtimony, 
After ſome ſhort Pauſe, Eleazar, one of the Gueſts, and 
a peſtilent ſpiteful Man, ſtood-up and brake the Silence, 
Since you are pleaſed (ſays he to Hyreanus) to profeſs your 
5 ſelf fo great a Lover of Truth, and plain-dealing, be but 


ſo juſt alſo as to lay down your Pontificat, and content your 


* (elf with the Character of your civil Adminiſtration. [And 
I beſeech you (ſays Hyrcanus) why this Propoſal ? J“ Be- 
*« cauſe, ſays the other, we have been told by our Elders, that 


« in the Days of Antiochus Epiphanes, your Mother was a 


* Slave.” Now the Report was falſe, and ſo much the more 
offenſive, as well to the Phariſees, as to Hyrcanus himſelf. 
There happened to be in the Company one Jonathan, Hyrca- 


nus's particular Friend; but a Sadducee, and conſequently 


a mortal Enemy to the Phariſees. This Jonathan would needs 
have it that the Calumny of Eleazar was a Thing concerted, 
and that the Phariſees were all privy to it. Now this you 
will find to be true, ſays he, if you do but put it to them 


hat Paniſhment they think a Man may deſerve for ſo ſcan- 
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 _ dalons a. Defamation. - Hyrranus put the Queſtion to feel 
bow they ſtood affected, and whether they had any Hand or 
not in the Affront. Their Anſwer was, being Men gene. 
- rally inclin'd ro Mercy in ſuch Caſes, that they did not find 
Defamation to be a Capital Crime, and ſo they thought 
Whippingiand Impriſonment might ferve for Satisfaction. 
This Way of qualifying the Matter put Hyrcanus into a ter- 
rible Fret, and gave him to underſtand that they had every 
one of them their Part in this infamous Reflection upon his 
Family. Jonathan ply'd Hyrcanus in this Heat, and embit. 
_ _ ter'd him againſt the Phariſees to ſuch a Degree, that he ab- 
Solutely renounced the Sett, and went over to the Saddu. 
gees ; abrogating all their Ordinances, and Statutes, with a 
Penalty upon thoſe that ſhould preſume to obſerve them. 
This was it that put both himſelf and- his Sons quite out of 
Credit with the common People, as will be ſeen in it's pro- 
Place. We are here to take Notice, that the Phariſees 
had many Traditions handed down from Father to Son, 
which are not to be found among the Laws of Moſes. Now 
theſe Traditions are rejected by the Sadducees, upon a Per- 
fuaſion, that only the written Laws are authoritative and 
binding. We are now come to the very Root of the main 
Cantroverſie betwixt the two Parties; the Sadducees being 
ſupported by Men of Quality and Subſtance; the Phariſees 
only by the Favour of the Multitude. But of theſe Sects, 
and of the E//enes, we have ſaid enough in our Hiſtory of 
the Fewiſh Wars, Lib. 2. | | 
The Remainder of Hyrcanus's Life, after the compoſing 
of this Sedition, was happy and quiet to the very Day of 
his Death ; which happened in the Year of his Government 
thirty one. He left behind him five Sons; and God was 
_—_ to honour hin with three eminent Dignities; 
he civil! Government of the Jews ; the High-Prieſthood, 
and the Spirit of Prophecy: Foretelling by a Divine Re- 
velation, that his two eldeſt Sons ſhould not long enjoy 
the Government after the Death of their Father. It ſuc- 
ceeded in the Event according to his Prediction; but it will. 
be worth the while, for the Credit of his Preſage, to ſhew, 
how they came to their End. | 5 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Ariſtobulus the eldeſt: Son of Hyrcanus makes himſelf be 
' crown'd King. Antigonus the ſecond Brother, is bis 
| Favourite. He keeps the other three Brothers in Pri- 

4 ſon, and ſtarves bis Mother. Antigonus is put 10 

"ck Death; and bis Death foretold by one Judas a Pro- 


1 Phet, both for Time and Place. Ariſtobulus ſeiz q with 
it. 4 Horror of Conſcience, and a Vomiting of Blood ; 
b· which he confeſſes to be a juſt ꝓudgment upon him. 
4 3 ? ; * TORE 
a T Trcanus being now dead, His eldeſt Son Ariſtabulus took. 
n. H up a Reſolution of changing-the Form of the Govern- 
of meat and turning the Principality into an abſolute Monarchy; 
Jo ſetting the Crown accordingly upon his own Head. This was 
8 in the Year 48 1, and three Months after the Return of the Jews 


ly from the Captivity of Babylon. He had ſo great a Tenderneſs 
of for Antigonts, his next Brother, that he made him a Kind of 
. Partner with him in the Government. The other three he 
a kept all this while in Bonds; caſting his Mother into Priſon alſo, 
7 whom he look'd upon as a Competitreſs upon a Pretence of 
Z Claim: Hyrcanus Having left her at his Death the Miſtreſs of 
i all he could confer upon her. His Cruelty, in ſhort, was ſo 
, horrid and unnitural, that he ſtary'd his Mother to Dearth in 
N her Confinement, and afterward put his dearly beloved Bro- 
; ther and Favourite, Antigonus himſelf to Death, only upon 
| the malicious Suggeſtions of evil Tongues.' It was a good 
IM while before he would give any heed to theſe invidious Stories, 
| in regard both of the AﬀeCtion he had for Anutigonus, and 
that in his Conſcience, he look'd upon them all to be only the 
Inventions of Malevolence and Envy; but Antigonus having 

the Hap once to return from the Army in great Pomp and 

Glory, juſt upon the Solemnity of the Feaſſ of Tabernacles, 
Ariſtobulus at the ſame Time lying Sick in his Bed, his Brother 
Antigonus went up to the Temple with his Guards about him, 

in mighty Splendor and State; only upon the Account of re- 

ligious Worſhip, and in the firſt Place to offer-up his Prayers and 

Vows for the Health of his Brother. The Fame and Reputas 

ion of Antigonus, and the Magnificence of his Parade upon 


this Occaſion, furniſhed as fit Matter for a Faction of Court- 


Parafites and Make-bates to work upon, as they could wich: 
ſo that away they went preſently, open-Mouth to the King. 
With all the virulent Pretences and Aggravations they could 
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muſter together. This was not a Behaviour, they /aid, that 
& became the Condition of a private Man; but rather a moſt 
4% notorious Evidence of a Deſign upon the Crown; and 
4 that the Guards he had then about him would in a ſhoxt 
* Time advance from this Invaſion upon his Royalty to a 
« Violence upon his Perſon ; and he was not ſo mad nei- 
& ther as to ſtop at a Part of the Government, when he 
< might have it whole to himſelf.” Ariſtobulus was fo divid- 
ad betwixt the Fear oi being either too ſecure, or too credu- 
Jous, that though he could not believe every Thing they 
told him, he could not yet but ſuſpe& there might be ſome- 
thing in it upon the main; and fo took a middle Courſe of 


providing for his Safety, without ſeeming to be jealous of 


any er. He had his Apartment in a Tower, that hath 
deen ſince known by the Name of Antonia, where he poſted 
8 Guard in a dark Place under Ground, with particular Or- 
Vers, that they ſhould watch his Brother in his Paſlage, and 
hat if he came without Arms, no body ſhould ineddle with 
Kim,; but if he came armed, they ſhould kill him. So Ari- 


Nobaslus {ent for his Brother to come to him, charging the 


Meſſenger to bid him come without Arms: but the Queen, 
and the reſt of the Conſpirators tamper'd with the Meſſen- 


| Fre and bad him tell Antigonus on the contrary, that his 


Brother had heard of a very brave Suit of Arms he had got- 


ten; and that he had a great Mind to ſee how they became 


him. Antigonus depending wholly upon the good Faith of 
his Brother, and ſuſpecting no Treachery, went immediate- 
Iy armed juſt as the Meſſenger found him, to ſhew himſelf, 
Upon his coming to the Tower of Straton, the Soldiers fell 
upon him in a dark Paſſage, and flew him. This Diſaſter may 
ſuffice to ſhew the Force of Envy and Slander; and how 
the very beſt of Natures may be corrupted by thoſe Temp- 
tations. But the moſt wonderful Circumſtance of all was 
the Prediction of one Judas, a famous Prophet of thoſe 
Times, whoſe Preſages never fail'd. This Judas, upon the 
Sight of Antigonus, coming to the Temple, brake - out into 
Exclamations among his Diſciples, that he was now weary 


of his Life; for Antigonus, whoſe Death he had preſag'd up- 


on that very Day at Straton's Tower, was yet alive : The 


Place ſix Hundred Furlongs off, and the Day more then half 
over: So that he had utterly loſt the Credit of a Prophet for 


ever. While he was in this Perplexity for the Reputation 
of his Oracle, came the News of Autigonus's being ſlain ina 
ſubterranean Paſſage under the Tower. Now this was call'd 


Straton's Tower, tt, ſenms, as well as that upon the ys 
{ 2 " hic 
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which was afterwards known by the Name of Cæſaria, and 
this Salvo ſet the Prophet right again. 

The Thought of this execrable Murder wrought upon A. 
riſtobulus immediately a conſcientious Deteſtation of the 
Fact, and enflamed his Diſſemper, inſomuch that his Ago- 
nies encreaſing upon him, he fell at laſt. into a Vomiting of 
Blood; and as one of his Servants was carrying Part of it a- 
way in a Baſon, by a ſtrange Providence he made a Stumble 
upon the Way, and ſpilt it upon the very Blood of his Ma- 
ſter's Brother. There was ſuch an Qutcry upon this Acci- 
dent (as if the Servant had done it on Purpoſe) that Aiſto- 
bulus himſelf overhearing it, would not be Quiet till they 
told him the Meaning of it; and the ſhyer they were: of 
owning the Truth, the more eager was he to know it, as Men 
are naturally more curious in ſuch Caſes. But in the Con- 
eluſion, betwixt Importunity and Menace, he extorted it 
from them, and in the Horror of an afflicted Conſcience, 


enter'd with Groans and Tears into an anxious Expoſtula- 


tion upon it to this Purpoſe. © No, no, ſays he, the Alle 
« ſceing Eye of God hath found me out in my Wickedneſs, 
% and my Brother's Blood has already brought down a Ven- 
6 geance upon me. How long ſhall this ſhameleſs Carcaſe 
„of mine entertain a Life ſo juſtly forfeited to the Aſhes and 
« Memory of my dear Mother and Brother! Why do I not 
&* rather die once for all, then bleed to Death thus Drop by 
Drop, as if my Sufferings could be an Atonement for the 
% Foulneſs of a Parricide !” With theſe Words betwixt his 
Lips he gave up the Ghoſt, having govern'd only one Year, 
under the Sirname of P}zil/ellen ; That is to ſay, a Lover of 
the Greeks. He brought many Advantages to his Country ; 
made War upon /turea, and laid a conſiderable Part of it 
to the Territory of Fudea, forcing the People, upon Pain 
of Baniſhment, to ſubmit to Circumciſion, and to live in a 
Conformity to the other Rites and Practices of the Fews. 
He was accounted to be otherwiſe, a Perſon of Modeſty and 
Juſtice, as Strabo vouches for him out of Timagenes, in. 
theſe Words. © He was a righteous Man, and in many 
*© Reſpects a Friend to the eus: for he enlarged their Ju- 


S © riſdiftion by annexing to it /turea, uniting the People 


< alſo into one common Bond of Circumciſion,” 
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Salome the Widow of Ariſtobulus /#ts the three Brothers Ia 
2 Liberty, e Jannæus Alexander wpor theo 
Tybrone. Alexander puts one of hit Brothers to Death, In 
and provides for the other, He beſieges Ptolemais: E 
Ptolemy Laphur advances to relieve them ; but they ® 
Hut their Gates upon him. Alexander quits.the Siege, 
and plays a ; Game betwixt the Intereſt fir 
Cleopatra and Ptolemy. Ptolemy ſers down before Ml © 
Ptolemais, and takes the City Azochis by Agault, Ma 


A Fter the Death of Ariſtobulus, his Wife Salome, (by the ff 
A Greeks called Alexandria) ſet theBrothers at Liberty, whom h 
her Husband had made Priſoners (of which already) and d 
Placed Jannæus, otherwiſe called Alexander, upon the Throne; Nb 
the eldeſt, and the moſt temperate of the three. It was his n 
III Hap to incur his Pather's Averſion, almoſt as ſoon as he . 
was born; to the Degree of not being ſuffer'd to appear in a] 
his Sight. The Realfon, they ſay, was this. Hyrcanus had a WR ® 
Dream one Night of God's appearing to him, and that upon MW *2 
his Enquiry who ſhould ſiicceed him in the Government, he 
Was anſwer'd with the lively Repreſentation of the Perſon, 
and fo the Viſion diſappear'd. Ariſtobulus and Antigonus 
Were his Favourites, and Hyrcanus finding, that neither of 
them was deſign'd by this Figure, he apply'd it to Alexan- 
der, under the Affliction of a double Diſappointment, in re- 
gard both of the Dignity, and of the Fortune, falling, as he 
accounted it, ito a wrong Hand. Upon this Occaſion, 4- 
lexander was ſent away to be brought-up in Gallilee ; but 
the Event however aniwer'd the Prediction; for Alexander, 
upon the Death of Ari/tcbulus, enter'd upon the Admini- . 
ſtration; and taking off one of his Brothers that would have 
ſupplanted him, treated the other with great Honour in the 
y . ĩͤ 4. 

So ſoon as he had ſettled the State to his Mind, he marct - 

ed with an Army to Ptclemais, where he encounter'd a Body 
of the Enemy in the Field; beat them into the Town, and 
then coop'd them up in it. There was only this Place, and MW. 
Gaza, of all the Sea-Coaft-Towns that ſtood out, beſide Dora, WW . 
and the Tower of Straton, in the Hands of Zeilus. As for An- WM. 
* Techs Philometor, and his Brother Antiochus GCyzicenus, they Wt 
| | were. 
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were ſo engaged and waſted in a War, one with another, 
that there was no Thought of any Relief to the People of 
Ptolemais that Way. But Zoilus that play'd his own Game 
all this while, and lay upon the Catch to make Ad vantage! 
of theſe Diviſions, ſent them ſome Sort of Aſſiſtance, though 
not much to the Purpoſe. It was at this Time with the two 
Enemy-Kings, as it is with a Couple of Sword-Men fighting 
a Prize: They are ſa intent upon cutting one another don, 
that they never think of any Thing elſe; and let them be 
never ſo much batter'd and weary'd, there mult be no yield- 


ing at laſt ; but when they have fought as long as they can 


ſtand, their Way is to ly down by Conſent, to take Breath, 
and to't again. The Beſieg'd, in fine, had no Proſpect bf 
any Hope or Poſſibility of Relief, but from Ægypt, and e- 
ſpecially from Ptolemy Lathur, that had been driven out of 
his Kingdom by his Mother Cleopatra, and as now withs 
drawn into Cyprus : So that they preſently ſent away Em- 
baſſadors to Ptolemy to deſire his Aid againſt Alexander < . 


| making.no doubt, they ſaid, but ſo ſoon as ever he ſhould 


{ct Foot in Syria, the People of Gaza and Ptolemais would 
all declare in his Favour ; beſide that Zoilus, the Sydonians, 
and other People thereabouts would be ſure to join with him 
over and above. The King was ſo elevated with theſe A(- 
ſurances, that he ſent his People immediately upon the e- 


quipping of a Fleet for the Expedition: But while this was 


a-doing, one Demænetus, a Perſon of great Credit with the 
Citizens of Ptolemais, brought the People, upon ſecond 
Thoughts, to a better underſtanding of the Matter, by Rea- 


ſoning with them about it, after this Manner. The Que- 
« ſtion, ſays he, in ſhort, will be this; Whether you had not 


- 


better ſtand the Fate of the War you are engag'd in with 


the 7ews, and venture the wncertain Ie of it, then by 


« calling-in, and delivering yourſelves up to the Protection 
* . ; . * 
* of a foreign Power, to incur a certain Slavery; and not 


only become involved in a preſent Broil, but run the Rifle 


* of a more dangerous Incumbrance that threatens you from 
* Egypt. For you cannot think that Cleopatra will ever 
* ſtand ſtill, to ſee Ptolemy form his Troops into a Body : 
“But the Queen will rather get beforehand with him, and 
* have a potent Army at his Back before he is ready for't ; 
* belide the Hazard he runs of being thrown out of Cyprus 
* 100. Or to take it another Way, ſuppoſe Ptolemy ſhould 
* fail in his Deſign, and be forced back again to Cyprus, 
there are you left to the wide World to ſhift for yourſelves: 
And what do*you think will be the End on't then?“ 
Gags  —- This 
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This Diſcourſe brought them quite off from their Opini- 
on of the Embaſſy, and Ptolemy was told as much at Sea up. 
on his Paſſage : But however, ſince he was now in Motion, 
he continu'd his Courſe to Sycamin, Where he landed an Ar. 
my of about thirty Thouſand Horſe aud Foot, marching thence 
to Ptolemais, with an Intent to ſend an Embaſly to the Ci. 
ty; but when he found that they would have nothing to dy 
with him, either by Meſſage, or by Word of Mouth, it put 
him to his Wit's End what to do next. While he was in 
this Perplexity, there came to him Zoilus, and ſome Depu- 
ties from Gaza, to implore his Help againſt the Jes and 
Alexander that were making Havock in their Country. 4 
texangder, upon this, was forc'd to raiſe the Siege for Fear o 
Ptolemy and when he ſaw there was no Good to be done 
by downright Force, he marched his Army back again, and 
betaking himſelf to his Politicks, play'd his Game another 
Way. He treated with Cleopatra under-hand againſt Prele. 
my, and at the ſame Time kept fair with Pfolemy, in Ap. 
pearance, under the Countenance of a Friend and an Allye; 
propoſing to give him four Hundred Talents of Silver, upor 
Condition of dclivering-up the Uſurper Zoilus into his 
Hands, and reſtoring to the Jews thole Lands of their, 
which he had in Poſſeſſion. Ptolemy, without any Hefitati: 
on, embraced the Friendſhip of Alexander, and ſeized upon 
Zortus ; but coming to underſtand that there was an Intrigut 
carry'd on all this while betwixt Alexander and Cleopatra, 
he look'd upon the League as broken, and without more 2. 
do, laid Siege to Ptolemais, where the Gates were ſhut + 
gainſt him. Upon this, he divided his Army, leaving on: 
Part of it before the Town to make good the Siege, and 
marching-off with the Remainder of it himſelf, to deſtroy 
the Country of Judea. Now Alexander, on the othe 
Hand, to encounter this Deſign of Ptolemy, levy'd an Ar 
my of his own People; ſome (ay of fifty, others of eighty 
Thouſand Men, and ſo advanced with it againſt the Ene. 
my. Ptolemy, in the mean Time, taking the Advantage o 
a Sabbaih-Day, fell upon Aſſochis, a City of Gallilee, it 
unawares, and took it by Aſſault with about ten Thou 
fand Priſoners, and a vaſt Booty. | 
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Ptolemy Lathur gives Alexander an Overrhrow, and 
takes Ptolemais by Afſattlt. Cleopatra joins with the 
Jews againſt him, and makes Chelcias and Ananias 
her Generals. Ptolemy is forced out of Ægypt, and 
lain in the Purſuit. Cleopatra reduces Ptolemais, 
and ſtrikes a new League with Alexander, who takes 
Gadara and Amathon, Gaza beſieg*d. Apollodotus 
makes a brave Sally, and is beaten back. Lyſima- 
chus murders him, and betrays the Town, A barba- 
rous Maſſacre. Alexander returns to Jeruſalem. An- 
tiochus Grypus lain. Seleucus routs Amiochus Cy- 
zicenus; fakes him Priſoner, and puts him to Death. 
Demetrius Eucærus made King of Damaſcus, The 
Death of Antiochus by the Parthians, Philip and De- 
metrius ſucceed him. Alexander affronted by his own 
People ; deſtroys ſix Thouſand of them, and falls into 
an Ambuſh. A Rebellion that coſt the Jews fifty 
T houſand Lives. 


After the taking of 4/chis, Ptolemy went and atack'd 
* Sepphorts, a Place a little Way-off; where he was repul- 
ſed with a conſiderable Loſs, and from thence marched di- 
realy away to try a Battle with Alexander, whom he found 
about Aſſophus near the River Fordan, and ericamped juſt 
over againſt the Enemy. Alexander had in his Van eight 
Thouſand of thoſe they call Hecatontomachi, armed with Bra- 
zen Bucklers, and Pfolemy's Men in the Front had the ſame 
Sort of Shields; but the Generality of his People not being ſo 
well armed as their Adverſaries, were not over-eager of en- 
gaging, till one Philo/tephanus, an excellent Officer that had 
the Ordering of them, and underſtood his Trade perfectlywell, 
led them-on and encourag'd them. The firſt Word of Com- 
mand was to paſs the River that parted the two Armies ; 
which Alexander did not pretend to oppoſe, in Confidence of 
getting the Day, if he could but engage the Enemy with the Ri- 
ver behind them to cut-off their Retreat. When It came to the 
Shock, the Fortune of the Battle was a while doubtful, and 
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=_ it was fought with great Loſs on both Sides; till ſupon the 
= ſhrinking of a Diviſion of Ptolemy's,] the Victory ſeem'd to 
.incline to Alexander: But. Philo/tephanus coming-up to their 
Relief with a ſeaſonable Enforcement, that Wing of the Fews 
was overlaid by Numbers, and broken, and no Succour ap- 
pearing, they were forced to ſhift for themſelves, and the 
whole Field ſcattered preſently into a Rout, after their Ex- 
ample : Ptolemy's Men preſling ſo hard upon the Fugitives 
that their Arms were tir'd, and their Swords blunted with 
the Execution. They ſpeak of thirty Theu/and Men lain in 
that Battle. 7imagenes in his Hiſtory makes them to be ty, 
the reſt either taken Priſoners, or ſaving themſelves by Flight. 
After the Purſuit of this bloody Victory as far as mercileſs | 
Rage and Day-light could carry it, Ptolemy, in the Evening, 
Went into ſome of the Fews Villages and Habitations ; and 
finding them well ſtock'd and crouded with Women and 
Children, order'd his Soldiers to cut their Throats, one with 
another, promiſcuouſly, and then hack them into Goblet 
and Quarters, and ſo into Pots and Kettles with them over 
the Fire, for a Terror to thoſe that ſcap'd from the Battle, 
when they ſhould find. themſelves fallen into the Hands of 
an Enemy that liv'd upon humane Fleſh. Strabo and Ni- 
calaus make mention of this barbarous Cruelty. The ſame 
People took Ptolemais allo by Aſſault, as we have ſaid elſe- 
where. | | 
Cleopatra was ſo ſenſible of the overgrown Greatneſs of 
Her Son, Gaza reduc'd, and the Land of Zudea laid Waſte, 
8 that ſhe thought it now high Time to put a Stop to his Am- 
mW =  bition; eſpecially being come to the Gates of Ægypt itſelf, 
== with a Deſign upon the Kingdom too. Upon this Precauti- 
on, ſhe muſter'd without any Delay, all the Strength ſhe 
was able to make, both at Sea and Land; conſtituting Chel- 
cias and Ananias, two eus, for Generals. She ſent the 
greateſt Part of her Treaſure with her Grandchildren, and 
her laſt Will, and Teſtament, into the Je of Coos ; and 
order'd her Son Alexander with a powerful Navy into Phe- 
nicia, to keep that Province in Obedience, while ſhe herſelf 
went to Pzolemais ; and being refuſed Admittance, ſhe or- 
der'd an Aſſault upon the Town. Ptolemy, upon this, quit- 
ted Syria, and haſten'd away into Zgypt; flattering himſelf, 
that coming ſo unexpectedly, and in the Queen's. Abſence 
too, he ſhould find the Country unguarded, but he was much 
miſtaken in his Surmiſe. Cleopatra had the Fortune at this 
Time to loſe Celcius, one of her Generals, as he was in the 
Purſuit of Ptolemy in Cele-Syria, 8 Fo 


U pon 
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V pon Ptolemy's Miſcarriage in this Attempt upon Ægypt, 


the Queen ſent a ſtrong Detachment after him, that drove. 


him quite out of his Country, now a ſecond Time, and for- 
ced him to take up his Winter-Quarters in Gaza : She her- 
ſelf, in the mean Time, taking the City and Garriſon of 
Ptolemais by Aſſault, where ſhe was highly preſented by A. 
lexander, and the Preſenter alſo received with a Dignity he- 
coming ſo great and generous a Queen, to an unfortunate 


Prince under the Perſecution and Oppreſſion of a common E- 


nemy, and that had no other Sanctuary to repair to. Some 
were for going quite another Way to Work, and for the 
Queen's making the beſt of her Opportunity, by ſeizing 4. 
lexander and his Kingdom both at once; ſuggeſting what Pi- 
ty it would be to leave ſo many good People of the eus at 
the Mercy of one ſingle Man: But Ananias cry'd-out againſt 
the Propoſition, as an Affront to all the Ties and Duties of 
Hoſpitality, and common Faith ; eſpecially to a Friend and a 
Kinſman, under ſo ſacred a Truſt : Beſide, that one ſuch 
Act of Injuſtice would turn againſt her the Hearts of all the 
honeſt Fews upon the Face of the Earth. The Queen. was 
ſo mightily pleaſed with this plain-dealing Simplicity of A. 
nanias, that ſhe did not only forbear preſſing any Thing 
that was hard upon him, but renew'd a League of Friend» 
ſhip with him, at Scythopolis a City of Cele-Syria. 

No ſooner did Alexander find himſelf out of the Power 
and Fear of Ptolemy, but away he went upon an Expedition 
into Cele-Syria ; where, after a ten Months Siege, he took 


Gadara, and after that, Amathus the ſtrongeſt Fort incompa- 


rably upon the River, Jordan, and the Place where Theodotus 
the Son of Zeno, in an Outrage of Revenge, fell upon the 
Fews by Surprize, cut-off ten Thouſand of their Men, and 
took Alexander's Baggage : But this unexpected Diſaſter did not 
yet divert the King from his Deſign upon Raphia, a Sea-Coaſt 
Town, and Anthedon, which was afterward by Herod called 
Agrippiades both which he reduced by Force. Pfolemy had 
by this Time left Gaza, and betaken himſelf again to Cyprus, 
his Mother Cleopatra allo being gone back to Ægypt: So that 
Alexander took this Occaſion of revenging himſelf upon the 
People of Gaza for calling-in Ptolemy to their Succour againſt 
him ; laid Seige to the Town, and at the ſame Time haraſs'd 
their Country. While Alexander was before the Place, Apol- 
lodoteis their Commander made a ſtout Sally one Night with 
two Thouſand Mercenaries, and ten Thouſand of the Citi» 
zens well- armed, upon the Camp of the Fews; and ſo long 
as it was dark the Beſieged had the better of it, upon an 
Ggs 3 Appre- 
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Apprehenſion of Ptolemy's being come-up with Relief: But ſo 
| ſoon as ever they had Day-light to ſhew them the Truth of 
the Matter, the eus rally'd, and made ſo furious a. Charge 
upon the Garriſon, that they deſtroy'd a Thouſand of their 
Men: But the Courage of theſe People was Proof {lil againſt 
all the Difficulties of Number, Force, nay and Famine itſelf: 
being reſolved among themſelves rather to abide all Extremi- 
ties, then to ſhrink, or yield to an Enemy. And for a fur. 
ther Encouragement to this Obſtinacy, they were held in Hand 
by Aretas an Arabian King, with the Promiſe of a timely Suc- 
cour. But all came to nothing ; for before any Supply could 
be brought, Apollodeotus was kill'd, and the Town taken. This 
" Apollodotus was murder'd by the Hand of Lyſimachas, his own 
Brother, out of meer Spite and Envy, for the Reputation he 
had gained among the People. After the Fact committed, he 
got a Party together, and fo deliyer'd up the City to Mlexan: 
der. This Prince, upon his firſt Entrance, behaved himſelf 
as if he meant them nothing but Moderation, Good-will and 
fair Quarter ; But this peaceable Humour did not laſt long, 
for he turn'd his Soldiers looſe among them immediately af. 
ter, with a Commiſſion at large to kill, burn, and deſtroy at 
Pleaſure. This Licence they extended to a direct Maſſacre, 
though it coſt them dear enough too; ſor there dy'd as many 


of the 7ews, as of the Town/men. Some, in ſhort, ſet Fire to 


their own Houſes, that the Enemy might not be the better for 
them; others laid violent Hands upon their very Wives and 


Children; chuſing rather to have them die free, then live 


Slaves. The Magiſtracy of the Town happen'd to be in Coun- 
Fel when theſe barbarous Troops came into the City, and 
the Senators, to the Number of five Hundred, betook ther: - 
ſelves preſently to the Temple of Apollo for Sanctuary; bu: 
they were all flaughter'd to a Man; the Town ſack'd, and 
levell'd ; and Alexander, aficr a Year ſpent before it, return- 
ed to Feruſulem. 
Much abort this Time it was that Antzochus, otherwiſe cal- 
led Grypus, was kill'd by the Treachery of Heracleon, in the 


Year of his Life forty five, and the nine and twentieth of 
his Reign. His Son Seleucus ſucceeded him, who waged War 


with his Uncle Antiochus, call'd Cyzicenus, whom he wor- 
ſted and took Priſoner in a Battle, and put him to Death. 
Antiochus, the Son of Cyzicenus, whoſe Sirname was Euſebes, 
came a while after to Arad, where he was crown'd : and 


making War after this, upon Seleucus, he beat him at one 


Battle out of all Syria, whence he fled for Safety to Cilicia. 
and in Reguital for the Protection hereceiv'd among the Me- 


Je ates, 


- 
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zates, he laid heavy Taxes, and Impoſitions upon them, 
which they took in ſuch Indignation, that they put Fire to 
his Palace, and burnt Maſter and Servants altogether alive. 

While Antiochus Cyzicenus was in Poſſeſſion of the Govern- 
ment of Syria, there was another Anfzochus, the Brother of 
Seleucus, that brought in a War upon him, wherein he loſt - 
his Life and his Army: after which, his Brother Philip took 
the Crown to himſelf, and govern'd Part of Syria. Ptolemy 
Lathur, upon this, ſent for his fourth Brother Demetrius Euceze 
rus to Gnidus, whom he conſtituted King of Damaſcus. An- 
tiochus bare-up very ſtoutly againſt his Brothers for the Time 
he liv'd; but being call'd upon ſoon after to the Aſſiſtance 


| of Laodice, the Queen of the Galadenes, that was then in War 


with the Parthians, he was ſlain in the Field with his 
Sword in his Hand, behaving himſelf like a Man of Honour 
and Reſolution: And after his Death, the Government of 
Syria deſcended to his two Brothers Philip and Demetrius, 
as hath been ſaid heretofore. | | 

There was about this Time a moſt ſeditious Aﬀront put up- 


on Alexander by his own People. It was a cuſtomary Thing 


among the: eus to march with Boughs of Citron or Palm Trees 
in their Hands upon the Celebration of theFea/? of Tabernacles. 


And as Alexander was upon his Preparation to Sacrifice, and 


Aſſiſt at the Solemnity, the Multitude fell to Pelting him with 
Citrons, and with ſuch provoking Language of Slave, and the 
like, that in a Rage he cauſed a matter of fix Thouſand of 
them to be put to Death, and was forced to ſet-up a Partition 
of Wood about the Temple and the Altar, to the very Place 
where only the Prieſts were admitted, to keep-of the Croud. 


He made uſe of Piſidians, and Cilicians for his Mercenaries; 


but for the Syrians, he did not love them, and durſt not truſt 
them. He got the better, in fine, of the Arabians; laid the 
Moabites, and Galaadites under Contribution, and deſtroy'd 
Amathus without any the leaſt Oppoſition from Theadorus. 


He made War alſo upon Obed the King of Arabia, but falling 


into an Ambuſh near Gadara in Gallilee, he was forced by a 
Preſs of Camels into the Month of a norrow, craggy Paſſage ; 


* from whence, with infinite Difficulty, he made a Shift to clear 


himſelf, and fo got ſafe to Jeruſalem. This Diſaſter of Alex- 
ander's was follow'd with a fix Years Rebellion, which coſt 
the 7ews no leſs then fifty Thouſand Lives. The King was 
weary of the Broil, and would fain have been at Quiet; , but 

| Gg g 4 | | the 
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the more he ſopght for a Recoriciliation, the berther were M 
they from it: in ſomuch, that aſking them at laſt what it was ar 
poſſible for him to do to content them, they bad him with one E 

Voice cut his own Throat; and * u n ſe 

xs Bucerus to their Ald. 


CHAP, XXII. 


| Demetrius Euczrus marches againſt Alexander, and de- 
feats him in a Battle. His Auxiliaries are all ſlain to 
"a Man. Six ThouſInd Jews repair to him in the Moun- 
rains. Demetrius retires, and the Jews make Head 
wo Alexander; who ſhuts them up in Bethama, 
and carries them Priſoners to Jeruſalem. Erght Hun- 
* dred Jews put to Death fer a Spectacle. Alexander 
Nich. nam'd Thracidas for his butcherly Cruelty. Phi- 
lip beſieg'd im Beræa by his Brother Demetrius, who 
ig himſelf afſaultedin his Camp by Ziaus and Mithridates, 
and carry'd away Priſoner to the King of the Parthians. 
Demetrius dies, and his Brother Philip enters upon 
the Government of Syria: 


Db Eucœrus, in Conjunction with thoſe that called 
him- in, marched to their Aſſiſtance with an Army of 
, Three Thouſand Horſe and forty Thouſand Foot, and encamped 
near Sichem; where Alexander, with about x Thouſand fc- 
 xeign Mercenaries, and ſome twenty Thonſand of his own Facti- 
on, went out to meet him. The Armies being now drawn- 
up, it came toa Tryal of Skill upon the Point cf Stratagem and 
Addreſs, betwixt the two Parties, whether Demetrius ſhould 
debauch more of Alexander's Forreigners to him; (being all 
Greeks) or Alexander, on the other Hand, gain over more of 
Demetrius's Jews to himſelf. They ſtood ticking of it thus 2 
while; but finding that there was no Good to be done on ei— 
ther Hand that Way, they brought it to a Battle, and Deme- 
rrius got the Day: Alexander” s Auxiliaries doing as much 
however as it was poſſible for brave Men to do; for they dy'd 
every Creature of them upon the Spot with Sword | in Hand : 
And the Loſs on the other Side was alſo very Conſiderable. 
Alexander upon this Defeat was ſorc'd to fly to the Mountains 
for Refuge : where, by a ſtrange Turn of Compaſton of his 
5 187 
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Misfortune, a matter of ſix Thouſand J7eus came up to him, 
and join'd him. Demetrius took ſuch an Apprehenſion at this 
Enforcement, and the Inclinations of the People, that he pre- 
ſently quitted and retir d. But the Zews, after all this, ſtood 
their Ground ſtill, nevertheleſs, and carry'd-on the War a- 
gainſt Alexander upon the Stock of their own Reſolution and 
Credit: Notwithſtanding that they were perpetually.bafled- 
and cut to Pieces as often as they fought. They were for. 
ced in the Concluſion, with the beſt of their Men, to betake 
. themſelves to Beihoma for Protection, where Alexander coop'd 
them- up; and forcing the Town, carry'd the People Pri- 


" ſoners to Feru/alem ; where he committed the moſt execrable 
wy Barbarities that can be imagin'd. As he was feaſting him 
d ſelf, and his Concubines one Time, in a Turret that had the 
a, Advantage of a large Proſpect, he made it Part of his Enter- 
1 tainment to treat his Company with the Spectacle of the Gib- 
r betting of eight Hundred Fews, with their Wives and Chil- 
. dren, and the cutting of their Throats in the Sight of one a- 
7 nother yet living. It was a terrible Provocation, ' tis true, 


for Subjects not only to Rebel, but to join alſo with Strangers 
, againſt their lawful Prince, to the extreme Hazard of his Life 
and Dignity, as this was the Caſe ; and then to reduce him 
at laſt to the Neceſſity of giving-up again to the King of 
Arabia, what he had taken from the Moabites and Galaadites, 
as a Compolition not to aſliſt his revolted Subjects againſt 
him: To ſay nothing of other Outrages Innumerable of the 
fime kind; this is all abominably ill, but not ſufficient yet 
to Warrant ſo unnatural an Inhumanity. The Rigour, ig 
ſhort, was ſo deteſtable, that the Jews gave Alexander the 
Name of * Thracides for it. There were fome eight Thou- 
find of the Army however that made a Shift to get away by 
Night; and ſpent their Days afterward in a kind of Baniſh- 
ment, ſo long as Alexander liy'd; but this Tumult once o- 
ver, he had a peaceable Reign of it ever after. 
Demetriuswent from Judea to Berea where his Brother P/hj> 
lip was, and with an Army of ter Thouſand Foot and a Thouſand 
Horſe, laid Siege to the Town. Straton the Prince of thePlace, 
and a Friend of Philip's, called-in to his Aſſiſtance, Zizus an 
Arabian Prince, and Mithridates Sinaces the Parthian General, 
who with a powerful Army attack'd Demetrius, and preſs'd 
him ſo hard both with Darts and Arrows, and with Drought 
for want of Water, that Demetrius with his People were forced 
. | to 


—_—K@_ —o 


+ ® B-cauſe the Tyhraciaas were remarkably cruel and bloody, as appears 
from Thacydidus and other Hiitorians. 
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to render; himſelf being taken Priſoner, and ſent for a Pre. 
ſent to Mithridates a Parthian King. What Antiochiuns were 
found in the Tents, were left at Liberty to go back to Anti- 
och. The King of Parthia treated Demetrius with great Hon. 
our and Reſpet ; but he ſicken'd foon after and dy'd : Philip, 
_ after this Encounter, repairing preſently to Antioch, and en- 


tring into the Government of the whole Kingdom of Syria. 


I 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Antiochus Dionyſius makes himſelf King of Damaſcus. 
= His Brother Philip, by the Help of Mileſius, ſupplant: 
bim. Jhe Ingratnude of Mileſius, who afterward 


ſhuts the Gates upon Philip, and keeps it for Antiochus. 


Alexander fortiſies all the Avenues from Caparſaba 
er Antipatris 10 Joppa, Antiochus break-in upon 


Alexander: There paſſes a Bloody Battle; Antio- 
. Thus is kil”d, and his lemy Routed. Arctas choſen 
ig of Ccoele-Syria. He falls into Judza, und gives 


Alexander an Oyerthrow, and then comes to au ęree- 


' ment with him upon Terms, Alexander tatesin ſeve- 

ral Places by Aſſault ; depoſes Demetrius, and ſo back 

to Jeruſalem. The large Poſſe ſſions of the Jews, Pella 

deſtroy d. Alexander falls ſick of a Debauch at the 

Feige 7 Ragab. Alexandra deplores her Condition 

to ber Husband ; who adviſes her to caſt her ſelf whol- 
ty upon the Phariſees, and ſo be dies. 


A Nticchus, otherwiſe call'd Diony/ius, and the Brother of 


Philip, took the Opportunity of his Brother's being then 


engaged with his Army in an Expedition againſt the Parthi- 
ans ; and having an Eye upon Damaſcus, got Poſſeſſion of the 
Place, and himſelf declared King there. The Tidings of this 
Adventure brought his Brother Philip immediately in all haſte 
to Damaſcus, where, by a ſecret Intelligence with Mileſius, 
the Governour of the Fort, he was quietly received into the 
Town: But to diſguiſe the Matter, he gave the Officer no 
Reward for fear he ſhould be thought to come-in rather by 
Treachery, then by the Force of his Authority, and Credit; 


but Mileſius was even with him for it afterward ; for Philip 


being Abroad once at the Cirus for his Exerciſe and * 
1 | W Mile» 


oa nat RS wt e 


oe & Dc. Ms Roend” wk. 


Book XIII. : JEWIS u ANTIQUITIES. 1 827 


Mileſius ſnut the Gates upon him, and reſerved the City for 
Antiochus ; who, upon the firſt News of it, poſted inſtantly 
back again out of Arabia, and with an Army of eight Thous 


ſand Foot, and eight hundred Horſe, marched directly into 


Judea. Alexander, upon this Incurſion, drew a large, and a 
deep Ditch from Capar/aba, now called Antipatris, up to the 
very Sca of 7eppa, which was the only Acceſſible Way to the 
Town. Re ercited a Wall alſo with Intervals of ſeveral Wood 
en Towers, which he carry'd-on for a hundred and fifty Fur» 
longs in Length; and there he waited for Antiochus, who, with - 
out more ado, {et Fire to theſe Wooden Contrivances, and fo 
paſs'd his Army into Arabia, where the Enemy gave Way 
upon the firſt Encounter; but advancing afterward with a 
Body of ten Thouſand Horſe, Antiovchus charging: in directx 


upon them, it came to a Bloody Diſpute : But preſſing · in 


over eagerly to the Relief of one of his Wings that he found 
over-power'd, it was his Fortune to be kill'd, when he was 
as good as ſure of the Victory. The whole Army loſt their 
Hearts with their General, and inſtantly upon his Fall, fled 
in a Rout to Cana, where the greater Part of them periſh'd 
for want of Bread, 
Aretas came next to the Government of Cele-Syria, upon 
the Call and Choice of the People of Damaſcus, out of a pure 
Spite and Oppoſition to Pfolemy the Son of Mennæus. He en- 
ter'd udeta with an Army; overthrew Alexander near Ad- 
dida ; and then, upon Conditions betwixt two, went his Way 


back again. 


Alexander went · on, and took Dion by Aſſault; marching 
thence to E/Ja, where Zeno's Treaſure lay, and all he had 
that was rich and precious. He ran firſt three Walls about it, 
and then made himſelf Maſter of it by Storm; as he did af- 
terwards of Caulanua, and Seleucia, the Vale of Autiochus, and 
the Fortreſs of Camala. And in regard that there were many 
gricvons Miidemeanours laid to the Charge of Demetrius, for- 
merly the Maſter of theſe Places, he diveſted him of his Royal 
Authority, When he had ſpent ſome three Years in this 
Courſe of Action, he carry'd his Army back again, to the 
great Satisfaction of the ubs, in regard that they ſaw every 
Thing ſucceeded fo well in his Hands. 

TheFews were at that Time in Poſſeſſion of Syria, Idumæa, 
and Phenicia; the Tower of Siraton upon the Sea, Apollonia, 
J<ppa, Tamnuia, Azotas, Gaza, Antheden, Raphia, Rhinocura: 

and in the midland of Idumæu, of Adora, and Marisa; all 
aniaria, and the Mountains of Carmel and Itabyr. And beſide 
- thele, 


of 


theſe, of hed : Cadara, Gaulanitis, Seleucia and , Calalz 60 
And in the Land of the Moabites of Eſſebon, Medaba, Lemba, 40 
Oron, Telithon, Zara; and in Cilicia, Aulon and Pella. This? 
laſt they demoliſhed: for refuſing to conform to the Laws and 
- Cuſtoms of the Fews. They had likewiſe other conſiderable ſl <* 
Places in Syria, that came but lately to be under their Juriſ. <* 
diction. 66 
Alexander deliver'd-up himſelf, toward the End of his 
| Reign, to Intemperance and Debauch, and drank himſelf into a Mt « 
Quartan Ague, that held him for full three Years; but yet at . 
the ſame Time he attended the Affairs both of his Army and f 
Government, which betwixt the Diſtemper of his Wine, and | 
the Fatigue of his Cares, brought him quickly to his End. He : 
dy'd upon the Frontiers of the Geraſens, at the Seige of the 
Caſtle of Ragaba on the further Side of the River Jordan. 
When the Queen Alexandra found him reduced tothe laſt 
Extremity, and out of all Hope of Recovery, ſhe fell into a 
paſſionate Tranſport of Weeping ; beating her Breaſts, and 
lamenting the miſerable Condition of herſelf and her Chil- 
dren, in Terms to this Effect: © Alas, my Dear, (ſays ſhe) 
„hat will become of your poor helpleſs Wife and Children 
3 now, without ſo much as one Friend in the World to truſt 
** to, and left in the Hands too of your mortal Enemies. 
„ Well! (ſays Alexander) if you would be ſafe and happy 
hen I am dead and gone, and you and your Children 
_< quietly ſucceed to the Government, mind what I ſay now, 
< and be ſure to follow my Counſel. In the firſt Place, keep 
74 my Death conceal'd from the Soldiers till the Caſtle is ta- 
ken, and then do you go Triumphant to Jeruſalem with 
« the News of it, and make your firſt Court to the Phari/es, 
< as the only Way to make yourſelf popular; for your Cha- 
ce racter riſes or falls according to their Opinion of you; and 
= % no ſuch Friends, where they love, or Enemies, where they 
WL  * hate: For whether they ſpeak true or falſe, good, or evil, 
eis alla Caſe to the Multitude that believes them all alike, 
© whatever they ſay. I ſpeak this upon Experience; for 
« it has been my Croſſneſs to this Sect, and nothing elle, 
cc that has turn'd the Hearts of the whole Nation againſt me: 
“ Therefore, (ſays he) when you come to Feruſalem, ſend 
for ſome of the leading Men of that Party; lay the Corps 
© before them, and tell them in Words as near the Truth as 
e the Matter will bear, ſomewhat to this Purpoſe - har is to 


. «< fay; that out of the n. you have for their Genero- 
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« ſity, Piety and Juſtice, you do now deliver-up the Body 
« to be diſpoſed of, as they in their Wiſdom ſhall judge» 
« meet, whether for Scorn and Infamy, without the Rites 
« of Burial, or by any other Way of Exemplary Juſtice up- 
« on it for paſt Indignities, or otherwiſe, at their Pleaſures 
« Aſſuring them that you ſhall ever reſign yourſelf to their 
Authority and Prudence; not only in this, but in all os 
« ther Matters of a publick Nature. Go but this Way t 
his « Work, and depend upon it, there will be Care taken for 
toa MW © the Decencies of an honourable, and a magnificent Eune- 
t at « ral, and for the Settling of yourſelf, and your Children in 
ind « the Exerciſe of your Kightful Power. Let but them have 
nd “ the Ruling of you, and it will be their Bus'neſs to eſta- 
He 44 bliſh you in a peaceable Rule over others.” This was the 
he End of his Speech and of his Life, in the 49th Year of his 

Age, and the 27th of his Reign. | 


— 
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The State of Judza under Alexandra. She conſults the 
Phariſees about her Husband's Body and the Govern- 
ment. Alexander leaves two Sons, Hyrcanus and A- 
riſtobulus, and the Regency to the Queen. Hyrcanus is 

made High-Priett. The Phariſees govern in the Queen's 
Name. Ariſtobulus Remonſtrates againſt them, Se. 
yeral ſtrong Holds put into the Hands of the Male- 
Contents; only Hyrcania, Alexandrias, and Machæ 
rus, the Queen reſerves to her ſelf. Ariſtobulus ſent 
with an Army againſt Ptolemy, Tygranes ſets down 

_ before Ptolemais with a prodigious Army. Alexandra 
Compliments Tygranes with an Embaſſy. Cleopatra 
makes Head againſt him. Lucullus gives Mithridates 
an Overthrow. T ygranes returns with his Army. A- 
lexandra falls Sick. The Queen's three Forts declare 
for Ariſtobulus. Alexandra claps up his Wife and 
Children, The People come Flocking-in to him, Hyr- 
canus and the Elders complain of him to the Queen. 
The Death and Character of Alcxandta, | 


— 


8 O ſoon as the Caſtle was taken, Alexandra apply'd her 
x {elf immediately to the Phariſces, according to ber Hus- 
and's 
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on, the Phariſees, of the greateſt Enemies ſhe had in the 
World, became her greateſt Friends; addreſſing themſelves 


and by theſe Rhetorical Flouriſhes of Condoling, rais'd the 


his Wife Alexandra. Hyrcanus, the Elder Brother was a Lo- 
Tally daring, and induſtrious ; but the Mother all this while 
was the Favourite of the People, for the Di{like ſhe ſhew'd in 


Aſſiſtance and Advice, Hyrcanus was promoted to the Ponti- 


Security they gave her in Hoſtages for their good Behaviour. 


would ſtill be putting her upon one Miſchief or another. As 
when they preſs'd her for Juſtice upon thoſe that adviſed the 


Book XIII. 


band's Direction, leaving the whole Affair of the Body, and 
of the Government to their Menage. Upon this Inpinuati- 


preſently in an Harangue to the People upon the glorious Ex- 
ploits of Alexander ; the irreparable Loſs of fo juſt a Prince; 


Paſſions of the Multitude to ſuch a Pitch of comfortleſs Sor- 
row, that they thought him worthy of a Funeral Solemnity 
beyond all that ever went before him. 

This Prince left at his Death Two Sons, Hyrcanus and Ari- 
ftobulus ; but devolved the Regency by his laſt Teſtament, to 


ver of his Eaſe, and a Man not qualify'd for the Cares and 
Intrigues of State. Ariſtobulus, on the contrary, was natu- 


her Husband's Life-time to his Male-Adminiſtration. By her 


ficat ; not for Seniority or Parts, but for Incompetency, as 
the more menageable Fool of the Two. Upon the whole 
Matter, the Queen did but execute the Phariſees Orders; and 
at the. ſame Time when ſhe ſign'd and ſeal'd, the other go- 
vern'd à Nay and the common People had it in Charge to 

y them all Obedience. She appointed alſo the Revival of 
the Phariſees Ordinances, and Traditions, which her Father- 
in-Law had aboliſh'd; and at this rate every Thing was done 
in the Queen's Name, by the others Power : for at their In- 
ſtance, Exiles were recalPd ; Priſoners ſet at Liberty, and 
the like. In ſome few Caſes, *tis true, ſhe ated by her own 
proper Authority ; that is to ſay, ſhe kept a mercenary Ar- 
my in Pay, and augmented her Forces to ſuch a Degree, 
that her Neighbours ſtood in Awe of her, as appear'd by the 


Her Reign, in ſhort, would have been quiet enough, but 
for the troubleſome Importunities of the Phariſees, that 


Death of the Eight hundred Perſons before-mention'd, upon 
which Inſtigation, Diogenes was cut-off in the firſt Place, and 
fo one after another; till at laſt ſeveral of the molt eminent 
Men concern'd, went directly in a Body to the Queen her- 
ſelf, with Ariſtobulus in the Head of them, who ſhew'd in 
his Countenance, the Diſguſt he had at the Proceeding, and 
that he wanted only Power, and Opportunity to bring = 
; Mother 
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Mother to Reaſon. His Followers took this Occaſion of Re» 
monſtrating to the Queen what Proofs they had given their 
late Maſter, of their Faith and Loyalty, through all Extre- 


mities and Hazards ; Acknowledging alſo the generous Re- 


turns they had received in Honours and Rewards for their 


Services. And they were now in Hopes, they ſaid, that all 
this ſhould not be turn'd to their Diſadvantage : and after 
'ſcaping the Swords of their Enemies in an open War, to 
be deliver'd-up for Sacrifices like Beaſts, to the Malice of 
treacherous Enemies at Home in a Time of Peace, and there 


to periſh without any Manner of Redreſs. Nay, they ſaid 


Further, that if their Adverſaries would but ſtop there, and 
content themſelves with the Blood they had ſpilt already, 
ſuch was the Reverence they had for their Superiours, that 
they would patiently fit down without ſo much as Complain- 
ing of any Thing that was paſt : But if they ſhould be al- 
low'd ſtill to perſiſt, they would only beg leave to withdraw; 
which without the Queen's Permiſſion, they durſt not pre- 
ame to do, though they were ſure otherwiſe to loſe their 
Lives, even in the Palace itſelf. To ſay nothing how high- 
ly it would reflet upon her Majeſty's Honour, to counte- 
nance the ſworn Enemies of her dead Husband, againſt his 
try'd Friends : Or how Welcome a Hearing it would be to 
Aretas the Jrabian, and other Enemy-Princes to find that 


Alexandra had clear'd her Court of a Sort of People, whoſe 


very Names had been formerly a Terror to them. But ſaid 
they further to the Queen. If this be yet too much, and 


that you are abſolutely refolv'd to indulge the Pride and Am- 


bition of the Phariſees, in Preference to all other Gonſide- 
rations, you may be pleaſed to diſpoſe of us only into Ca- 
ſtles and Garriſons elſewhere ; for if this be the Fate that at- 
tends Alexander's Friends, we ſhall content ourſelves in any 
Condition to bear our Part in the Honour of a common Ca- 
lamity. | 

Theſe Words and many more to the ſame Purpoſe drew 
Tears from all that were there preſent, partly out of Grief 


for thoſe that were ſlain already, and partly out of an Ap- 


prehenſion for the reſt that were yet in Danger; calling- out, 
in general, upon the Gho/F of Alexander. There was no 


Man ſpake ſo freely as Ari/tobulus, both upon the main 


Cauſe, and in particular Reflections upon his Mother. But 
all this was their own Fault at laſt, in gratifying the impe- 
tuous Paſſion .of a malicious Woman againſt all Right and 
Reaſon, with the Temptation of the Empire: Eſpecially 
where there was no Danger of a Failure for want of S— 
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The Queen was ſo hard put to't for an Anſwer to theſe 
Expoſtulatory Propofals, that ſhe could not do better then to 
put the Malecontents into ſtrong Hclds and Garriſons, upon 
Condition, that Hyrcania, Alexandrias, and Macherus, where 
me depoſited her Jewels, Treaſure, and rich Goods, might 
be none of them. She ſent her Son Ariſtobulus a little while 

after this, with an Army toward Damaſcus againſt Ptolemy 

AJirnamed Mennqus, a very troubleſome Prince to his Neign- 
'  bours; but he returned ſoon after from that Expedition 

without doing any Thing of Moment. 9 5 
While Things were in this Poſture, came a Report that 7h. 
granes the King of Armenia was fall'n into Syria with an Ar- 
my of Five Hundred Thouſand Men, and with a Deſign to 
march ſuddenly intd Zudza. Alexandra was ſo ſurpriz'd at 
this Intelligence (as ſhe had Reaſon to be) that ſhe forthwith 
ſent Embaſſadors with a Complement, and Preſents, to Ty- 
granes, who was at that Time before Ptolemais. The Queen 
-Selone, otherwiſe called Cleopatra, who had then the Govern- 
ment of Syria, animating her Subjects to ſtand upon their 
Guard, and to oppoſe Tygrane's Entrance into the Country, 
The Embaſſadors acquitted themſelves ſo well toward the 
King on the Behalf of Alexandra, and the whole Nation of 
the Zews, that with great Inſtances of Acknowledgment and 
good Will, for the Honour and Reſpect of the Embaſly, (and 
at ſuch a Diſtance too) he gave them an Aſſurance of all good 
Offices in Return. In ſhort, he took Ptolemais, and was no 
ſooner Maſter of it, but Word was brought him of the Rout 
of Mithridates by Lucullus ; his * upon the Purſuit in- 
to Theria ; and that when Lucullus ſaw he could not over- 
take him, he ſtrook-off into Armenia, where he was at that 
Time ravaging and deſtroying the Country. Upon this In- 
telligence, Tygranes immediately marched-off with his Ar- 

my, and went his Way home again, „„ 

The Queen Alexandra fell ſome time after this, into a dan- 
gerous Fit of Sickneſs, which gave Ariſtobulus as fair an Op- 
portunity of playing his own Game as his Heart could wiſh. 
So that ſlipping- out in the Night, and only one Servant with 
him, he went by Stealth to the Forts and Caſtles, where his 
Father's Friends were in Garriſon, as hath been ſaid already. 
Ariſtobulus had been a long Time very much unſatisfy'd with 
his Mother's Way of Menage ; but conſidering her preſent In- 
diſpoſition, and the Danger of the whole Family's lying at 
the Mercy of the Phariſees, in cafe of her Death; Hyrcanus, 
the Next in Succeſlion, being their Property and Creature to 
all. Manner of Purpoles, and utterly unqualify'd for the — 
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erciſe of any publick Charge, he found himſelf more uneaſy 
under theſe Circumſtances than ever. No Mortal knew any 
Thing of his Deſign but his own Wife, whom he left behind 
him at Jeruſalem with his Children, and ſo went to Agada, 
where he was very generouſly received by Galeſtes a Perſon 
of eminent Quality there. Alexandra miſs'd him the very 
next Day after his Departure, but not ſo much as dreaming 
what he was abdut, till they came to underſtand by one 
Meſſenger upon the Heel of an6ther, that this, and that, and 
t'other Fortreſs were gone over to him: And there wis no 
more in it at laſt neither, then as one led the Way for the 
reſt to follow. This Turn put the Queen, and the People 
into a deſperate Confuſion ; for they looked upon Ariſtobulus 
as a Perſon likely enough to ſet up for himſelf, and in as fair 
a Poſſibility of Carrying his Point : beſide the diſmal Appre- 
henſion bf being call'd to a bloody Account for the ontrage- 
ous Barbarities they had committed upon feveral of his par- 


| ticular Friends, In this Conſternation, they could think of no, 


better Expedient then to clap-up the Wife and Children of 
Ariſtobulus under 4 Guard in the Citadel, near the Temple. 
While this was in Agitation, the People came Flocking to 
him in ſuch Throngs, that there ſeemed to be ſomething in 


it, both of the Tumult, and of the Pomp of a Court. Briefly, 


in fifteen Days, he made himſelf Maſter of two and twenty 
Caſtles : And when he had thus ſecured hirfſelf, botf of a 
Stand, and a Retreat, he quickly got an Army together 
from Mount Libanus, Trachonitis, and the Princes therea- 
bouts, who were forward enough upon this Octaſion to help 
the ſtronger Side, in a Proſpect of the Advantages they might 
1:aſonably expect fot the Service of Ratfing a new Kiniff fo 
the Throne. Upon this Pinch of Affairs, Hyrcanus, and 
the Elders of the Fews apply'd themſelves to the Queen for 


| Advice and Directions what to do. They told her that Ari- 


{tobuJus, by Virtue of the Places he had already taken was 
as good as Maſter of all the reſt ; that they found her; to 
thei> gteat Grief, in Extremity, but however ſo long as ſhe 
liv'd they could do nothing without her, even though they 
{aw themſelves pon the very. Brink of Ruin. The Queen's 
Reply was, That not being in Condition either of Body 
or Mind to charge herſelf with the Publick, ſhe had laid 
* all thoſe Cares aſide, and remitted it wholly to themſelves 
to conlult the Neceſſities of the Government. They kad 
the Means of Defence, ſhe told them, in their own Hands; 
the Strength of the Nation Entire, and wanted neither 
Men, nor Money, Theſe were har laſt Words; and ſoon 
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after, ſhe dy'd, in the Ninth Year of her Reign, and the 
Seventy. third of her Life. | 7 

This Princeſs was a Woman of a Character even above 
her Sex; ambitious both of Honour and of Command, be. 
yond Meaſure ; but withal, intent upon her Bus'neſs, and 
Piehly induſtrious; to the Reproach of the Ignorance and 
Male-Adminiſtration of but too many Maſculine Governours. 
She made the Preſent the greateſt Part of her Care, without 
wand'ring unneceſſarily into the Uncertainty of Things to 
come. She kept herſelf ſtrictly to Moderation, even in the 
very Stretch of her Power, and continu'd living and dying 
in an unteinted Reputation for her Integrity and Juſtice: 
But in her Family, ſhe was yet ſo unfortunate as to leave no- 
thing of that Dignity and Power to ye Poſterity, that ſhe 
had acquired with ſo much Difficulty and Hazard; only in 
truth to gratify a more then Feminine Ambition. The Thing, 
in ſhort, that rnin'd all, was the taking of her Enemies for 
her Adviſers : þy which Miſcarriage, the Government was 
left without a Head. But the Miſtakes of her Reign appear. 
ed more eminently in the Calamities that enſu'd upon them 
to the Royal Family after her Death, This mult be ſaid 
however for her, that ſo long as ſhe liv'd, ſhe kept the Peo- 
ple in Peace. And we are now come to the End of the Life 
of Queen Aexardra. | 
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CHAP I. 


A Battle betwixt Hyrcanus, and Ariſtobulus, wherein 
the Former is befomed They conie afterward to an 
Agreement : Ariſtobulus to Govern, and Hyrcanus 20 
enjoy his Peace and Liberty in a private State of Life. 


HERE is enough ſaid in the foregoing Book, of the 
Reign, Life, and Death of Alexandia. We ſhall 
now take the following Part of the Hiſtory, in or- 

der as it lies before us; with all poſſible Care, as near as we 

can, neither to ſuppreſs, nor to omit any Thing material, 
for want of Recollection or Information. The Memorials 
of Antiquity are much in the Dark, and in many Caſes tire- 
ſom to the Reader, as well as obſcure : Wherefore whoever 
enters upon this Office, ſhould do well to make the Work 
as eaſy, and as entertaining as he can, in the very Orna- 
ment of Style and Language: But with a Reverence to Truth 
in the firſt Place, for fear of Abuſing, and Miſleading the 

World, under a Pretence of [forming them. x 

It was in the Third Year of the 0/ympiad One Hundred Se- 

venty Seven; Q Hortenſius, and Q. Metelluy Crefiqus, Conſuiss 
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that Hyrcanus took upon himſelf the Pontificat ; and Ariſto. 
buius immediately made War upon him. They fought a 
Battle at Jericho, and a great many of Hyrcanus's Soldiers 
deſerted and went over to his Brother: Himſelf being driven 
into the Citadel, where the Wife and Children of Ariſtobulus 
were kept Priſoners, by the Order and Direction of his Mo- 
ther, as we have ſaid before; and the Remainder of the Fac- 
tion took Sanctuary for a while within the Verge of the 
Temple; but render'd themſelves ſoon after. As Matters 
cool'd by little and little, the Brothers enter'd upon a Trea- 
ty of an Accommodation, and came in the Concluſion to this 
Agreement; that 4ri/tobulus ſhould be eſtabliſh'd in the Poſ- 

ſeſſion of the Government, and Hyrcanus be allow'd to live 
at Eaſe and Liberty upon his own particular Fortune with- 
out any Moleſtation. This Gontract was Sign'd and Ratify'd 
in the Temple itſelf, with all the Formalities of joining 
Hands; and Promiſes reciprocally interchang'd for the Per- 
formance of Covenants ; concluding with a mutual Embrace 
in the Sight of all the People, and ſo departing ; the one 
to his Palace, the other to his private Apartment, under the 
Root of 4ri/tobul:;s. 
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CHAT 1b 


Antipater makes an Intereſt for Hyrcanus again? Ari- 
 » ftobuius, and ſets the People agdinſt bini. Hyicanus 
applies hiniſelf to Aretas for Aſſiſtancè aud Protection. 
Antipater agrees with aretas about the Receiving of 
him, and ſettles the Matter with bim at Petra in Hyr- 

canus's Favour. 15 


N OW there was a certain Iuumæa of Hyrcantis's Faction, 
a wealthy, a troubleſome, and a buſy Man; his Name 
Antipater, and a deadly Enemy to .4ri/7obrlus. Nicolaus of 
Damaſcus makes him to he of the firſt Stock of cus that came 
out of Babylon into Judæa, out of a Compiement probably to 
his Son Zercd ; who had the Fortune afterward to be advanced 
to the Throne; of which we ſhall ſpeak further in its proper 
Place. This Anulipaier was at firſt call'd by his Father's Name, 
Antipas, who, they fay, was preferr'd by the Favour of King 
Hiexander, and his Wife, to the Government of /dumaea; 
where, by the Force of fair Words, and large Preſents, he made 
| - a con- 
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a conſiderable Intereſt in the Arabians, Gaz&ans, and the Peo- 
ple of Aſkalon : In Truth, ſtanding in ſome Awe of Ariſtobulus, 
as well for his Power to do him Miſchicf, as fora Grudge there 
was betwixt them, | Young Antipater, finding that there was 
no Good to be done upon Ariſtobulus, but by leſſening him in 
his Reputation among the People, betook himſelf by the ſe- 
cret Ways of Calumny, and Detraction, to the making of 
Parties, and ſtirring- up Fears and Jealouſies againſt him: He 
would be ſaying now and then,“ How unreaſonable a Thing 
« jt was for the younger Brother to ſupplant the elder ; ſtrip 
« him of his Birthright, and uſurp the Goverment to himſelf; 
« Nay, and how mean a Thing it was for ſo many noble 
© Jews, of Power and Credit, to look on and ſuffer it.” The 
very ſame Words ſerv'd him for Hyrcanus too; but adviſing 
him withall, to get out of the Way in Time; for the other 
Party had moſt certainly a Deſign upon his Life, being all a- 
greed upon it, that Ari/tobalus could never be Safe fo long as 
Hyrcauus was in Being. Hyrcanus was an open, eaſy Man, 
and having no Guile in himſelf, not apt to ſuſpect it in others > 
So that this Diſcourſe did not Work upon him as it was ex- 
&ed it ſhould ; but the Softneſs of his Nature, and the Love 
he had for Peace and Quietneſs, was inviduouſly imputed to 
him as a want of Brains, and common Senſe. His Brother 
Ariſtobulus being, on the contrary, as fierce and enterpriſing, 
in the other, Extreme. Antipater ſaw well enough, that with 
all his Inſinuations, he had not yet gain'd his Point upon 
Hyrcanus ; but this did not divert him however from plying 
him with freſh Cautions, and Importunities, to have a Care 
of his Brother: Inſomuch that he prevail'd upon him at laſt 
to apply himſelf for Protection to the Arabian King Aretas, 
with the Offer of his own Friendſhip and Service over and a- 
bove ; which Propoſals ſeem'd the more plauſible, in regard 
that Arabia borders upon 7udæa. The Reſolution being taken, 
Antipater goes his Way immediately to Aretas to Treat with 
him about the Reception of Hyrcanus and upon the Security 
both of his Oath and Honour, that he would not upon any 
Terms deliver him-up into the Hands of his Enemies, Antipater 
went back. again to Hyrcanus with an Account of his Bus'neſs. 
When he had been ſome ſhort Time at Feru/alem, he took 
Hyrcanus with him one Night out of the City, and conducted 
him by great Journeys to the City of Petra, where Aretas kept 
his Court: and here he employ'd his uttermoſt Credit with 


the King, (which was very great) in favour of Hyrcanus, and 


in order to the eſtabliſhing of him in his paternal Right. He 
follow'd him fo cloſe, in fine, with preſſing Inſtances and 
I h h 3 | Gifts, 
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Gifts, that at laſt he brought him over ; Hyrcanus promiſing 
pm at the ſame Time, that if ever be. came to be ſettled in 
is Kingdom by his Means, he would give him back again 

e Country and the twelve Cities, which had been taken 
from the Arabians by his Father: That is to ſay; Medaba, 
Naballo, Livias, 7 harabaſa, Agalla, Athone, Zoara, hes 
Pane, ae Laa, and O bg. 
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Aretas gives Ariſtobulus Battle ; forces ham into Jeruſa. 
lem, and Beſie him in the Temple. The Paſchal 
. Feaſt being at 1. — the] ews withdraw into Xgypt. 
Onias ſton' d to Death 5 the Rab ble for refuſing 19 


Curſe Ariſtobulus, God's <4 upon the People 
for their Perfidy and Murder. 


[Font theEncouragement of theſe Promiſes, Aretas advanced 
againſt Ariſtobulus with an Army of fifty Thouſand Horſe 
and Foot; fonght, and overcame him: Inſomuch that finding 
himſelf abandon'd by his Soldiers going over to Hyrcanus, he 
was forc'd to fly for Refuge to Jeruſalem ; where Aretas, 
with his whole Army, attack'd him in the very Temple; the 
People unanimouſly joining withHyrcanus againit Ari/tobulus, | 
_[thePrieſts only excepred : Aretas, on the other Hand, with his 
as well as Arabiuns, puſhing on the Aſſault with the ut- 
Smet Vigour. While this Action was a- foot, the Feaſt of 
Unleauened-Bread coming- on, (that which we call the Paſe 
chal) the chief Men of the Jews withdrew themſelves out of 
the Country, and went into Ægypt: at which Time, one 2 
dat, a holy, and a righteops Man, upon the Apprehenſion of 
a civil War at Hand, went out of the Way, and hid bimſeiF, 
The Jews reflecting upon the Piety of this Man, and how 
he had obtained Rain from God in an Extremity of Drought, 
brought him out into the Camp, and there made it their Re- 
queſt, that as he had formerly deliver'd them from the 
Judgment of a Famine; ſo he would now relieve them from 
a moſt deſtructive War, by denouncing a Malediction upon 
Ariſtozulus, and his whole Faction. He oppos'd it a great 
while, till at laſt being over-rul'd by the Muliitude, he ſtood- 
up in the middle of them, and deliver'd an E, ,aculatory 


Prayer 0 this Furpoſe. 7 * Lord! Jags he, Thou art the 
5 "io 
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« King of Kings; ſince ſo it is, that both we that ſtand here 
« before thee ate thy People, and they that are belieged in the 
« Temple, are thy Prieſts ; I do humbly beſeech thee not to 
c hear the Prayers of either of them one againſt the other: , 
Upon which Words, , ſome of the execrable Rabble of the 
Jews that ſtood by, ſton'd him to Death. This Barbarity of 
theirs was follow'd immediately by a Divine Juſtice, and the 
Murder of Ouias avenged in manner as follows. While Ari- 
obulus with the Prieſts were thus beſet in the Temple, the 
Paſcha! Feſtival came-on ; at which Time, according to Cu- 
ſtom, the 7ews offer'd-up a great Number of Sacrifices ; but 
the Beſieged, not having ſo many as they had Occaſion for, 
deſir'd their Brethren to ſupply them at their own Price; and fo 
they agreed at one Thouſand Drachmas a Head, each Beaſt, and 
| the Money to be paid down. Ariſtobulus and the Prieſts agreed 
to the Price, and the Conditions, and fo let down the Money 
to them with a Rope and a Bag from the Temple Wall. When 
the Beſiegers had the Maney, they refuſed to deliver the Vice 
tims ; and ſuch was their ſhameleſs Impiety, that they did nt 
only break Faith with Men, but ſacrilegiouſſy robbed God him- 
ſelfof a Service that was dedicated to his Honour. The Prieſts, 
upon this Pertidy, impoſed upon them under the Countenance 
of a Contract, joyned in a Prayer to God, that this Iniquity 
might not 'ſcape unpuniſh'd. Their Prayers were Heard, 
and the judgment not deferr'd; for there fell immediately 
2 violent Tempeſt that deſtroy'd all the Fruits of the Earth 
through the whole Province: So that one Meaſure of Wheat. 
was fold for fifteen Drachmas. ' - 


— — 5 | NT TC TI _ 
SHA. IF. 

Pompey ſends Scaurus for Syria ; who, upon the taking of 
Damaſcus by Metellus, and Lollius, poſts away toward 
Judæa. eee and Ariſtobulus, ariel an Al- 
lyance with Scaurus, who cloſes with Ariſtobulus, and 
bids Aretas withdraw from the Seige of Jeruſalem at 
his Peril. Ariſtobulus falls upon Aretas and Hyrcanus, 
euts-off ſeven Thouſand of their Men, and Cæphalio 
the Brother of Antipater among the reſt, 


| 5 | | . 
Pꝰ be bimſelf was at this Time detained in Armenia, by 
the War he had there with Tigranes ; but in this Interim 
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ſent Scaurus into Syria. When he came to Damaſcus, he 
found the City newly taken by Metellus, and Lollius ; and ſo he 
paſted forward without any Stop, toward Judæu. As he was 
upon the Way, there came Embaſſadors to him from Hyrca. 
us, and Ariſtobulus, and both upon the ſame Errand too : 
That is to fay, to deſire an Allyance Offengiye and Defenſive, 
Ariſtobulus offer'd four Hundred Talents, and Hyrcanus juſt as 
much. Scaurus inclin'd rather to Ariſtobulus, as the more ge- 
nerous, and ſolvent of the two, beſide that the Terms he inſiſt- 
ed upon were more practicable and eaſy; but he look'd upon 
the other to be poor and hard; his Conditions higher then 
his Brother's, and himſelf at laſt not ſo Reſ} ponſible ; For it was 
a much harder Matter to carry ſo ſtrong and fo well forti- 
fy'd a City by Aſſault, then to beat a Vagabond Parcel of Na- 
batheans, and Fugitives ; and the Rabble not ſo well vers'd 
neither in the Trade of that War. For theſe Reaſons, Scau- 
rus agreed with Ari/tobulus ; took his Money, and diſcharg'd 
e Siege: Ordering Aretas to withdraw, upon the Peril of 
eing accounted an Enemy to Rome in Caſe of Refuſal, Scau- 
rus, after this, went back to Damaſcus, and Ariſtobu'us ad- 
vanced with a mighty Army againſt Aretas and Hyrcanus ; 
and engaging them in a Place called Papyron,he gave them an 
Overthrow with the Loſs of about ſeven Thouſand of the E- 
nemy, and Caphalio the Brother of Autipater among the reſt. 


F TH. 07 by fi. * * — n 
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GE, CHAP. V5 
Pompey goes io Damaſcus, and fo to Ceele-Syria: Great 
Court made to hin all the Way he goes. Ariſtobulus 
. makes hum a magnificent Preſent. Gabinius and Scaurus 
. charg*d with Corruption. Pompey takes the Cauſe 
into his own Hand, Ptolemy Mennzuy pays a 1 hon- 
and Talent. Compoſition for his Head. The Cauſe of 
. Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus brought to Damaſcus. Pom- 
pey gives them the Heating, and Adjourns the Tryal: 
But Ariſtobulus goes away in a Huff, without waiting 


L 


% > 


for the Me. : 


T.]Pon Pempey's coming to Damaſcus, and Cele-Syria a While 
after, there came Embaſſadors thronging to him from all 
Qvparters: That is to ſay; fromall Syria; Mgypt, and Judæa. 
Aelſtobulus, above all the reſt, ſent him a moſt glorious Thos 
„% N 8 ſent, 


* 
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ſent, i. e. A4 Golden Vine of frve Hundred Talents ; which Stra- 


bo, the Cappadecian, gives an Account of in theſe Words. 
There was a Preſent made to Pompey out of Egypt, of 4 
Crown that weigh'd four Hundred Pieces of Gold; and ano- 
ther out of Judæa, of a Golden Vine, or Garden, fo which 
they gave the Name of Terpole, or Delight. Theſe Preſents 
were brought by Embaſſadors, and I myſelf ſaw the Vine at 
Rome in the Temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, with, this In- 
Jcription; Alexander, King of the eus. It was valued at 
five Hundred Talents, and paſs'd for the Preſent of Ariſto- 
bulus the Prince of the cus. | 

There came to Pempey not long after this, other Embaſ- 
ſadors; Antipater, on the Part of Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus 
for Ariſtobulus, who charged Gabinius and Scaurus with ta- 
king Sums of Money, the former three Hundred Talents, 


and the other, cr ; (diſobliging them both.) Pompey, 


took the Cognizance of the Cauſe into his own Hand, and 
appointed the Parties to attend him about it. The Spring 
coming on, Pompey drew out of his Winter-Quarters, and 
marched to Damaſcus, deftroying the Fort of Apamia, a For- 
tification of Antischus Cyzicenus by the Way, having an Eye 
likewiſe upon the Country of Ptolemy Menneus, a wicked 
Man; and worſe, if poſſible, then his Kinſman Diony/tus 


Tripolitanus ; who loit his Head by the Hand of Juſtice. But 


this Man had the good Fortune to redeem himſelf for a 


Thouſand Talents, which Pompey divided among his Sol- 
diers. He razed the Fort of Lycias alſo, where Sylas the 


Few had gotten Poſſeſſion, and fo paſſing from thence to- 
ward Heliopolis and Chalcis, he took the Way of the Moun- 
tain that lies betwixt them, and ſo into Ce/e-Syria, and 
then from Bella to Damaſcus, where the Controverſie be- 
twixt the Jews and their Princes was brought to a Hearing: 
Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus being at Odds one with another, 
and the common People againſt them both. They were 
not to be govern'd by Kings, they ſaid, but by God's 
* Prieits, according to the Laws and Conſtitutions of their 
Country. They did not deny the Sacerdatal Extraction 
% of the two Brothers; but they charged them with a De- 
* {ign of enſlaving the People, and ſubverting the Funda- 
« mentals of the Government.” 

Hyrcanus inſiſted upon it, that he being the elder Brother, 
Ariſtchulus had violently, and againſt all Law and Juſtice, 
ſeiz'd upon his hereditary Dignity and Eſtate ; and depri- 
Vving him of the Prerogative of his Birthright, reduced him to 
che Condition of a Penſioner at his Mercy and Allowance > 
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Setting forth how troubleſome and vexatious he was to his 
Neighbours both at Sea and Land, as a Man born for Mi. 
chief; and that it was only the Turbulence of his ambitious 
Humour, that animated and tranſported the People into 
this Revolt, You have here the Subſtance of his Plea, and 
he had at leaſt a Thouſand of the moſt eminent Zews that 
Anipater had engaged in his Intereſt, to ſtand by him in 
Ariſtobulus pleaded, on the other Hand, that Hyrcany 
wes not ſet aſide with any Thought of Uſurpation, or En- 
croachment, either upon his Title, or upon his Inheritance, 
but purely for Incapacity for the —— Offices of Go. 
yernment, being fall'n to ſuch a Degree of Scorn and Con. 
tempt among the common People, that I had no other 
Choice before me, ſays Ariſtobulus, but either to take the 
Adminiſtration into my own Hands, or venture the tran- 
flating of it into another Family: And for the Apellation of 
King, I only kept it as I found it, in the ſame Style and 
Dignity that my Father Alexander us'd before me. Now 
this I am ready to make goed, ſays he, by ſeveral Witneſs 
ſes here; producing at the ſame Time a Company of huſ- 
fing gaudy Sparks, in the Vanity of their Dreſs and Trap- 
pings, ſuch as all Men of Sobriety hated and deſpiſed, and 
— in Appearance for that we call a Maſquerade, then to 
give Teſtimony in a Court of Juſtice. 


2 Pompey, upon the Hearing of all Parties, was in his Judg · 


ment againſt the intemperate proceeding of Ariſtobulus; but 
gave them however for the Preſent a fair Diſmiſſion ; with 
a.Promiſe, that ſo ſoon as ever he ſhould have reduc'd the 
Nahbathzans into Order, he would come over to them, and 
do ſomewhat further in it : requiring them in the mean 
Time to behave themſelves peaceably, and ſo diſcharg'd 4- 
ri/tobulus with Complernent and Reſpect, for Fear he might 
take Pet elſe, and obſtruct him in his Paſſage. But he was 
not to be wrought upon by fair Words it ſeems, for he went 
away preſently to Delion, and ſo to Judæa, without waiting 
any further upon what Pawpey had promię d him. ; 


nA 
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Pompey finding himſelf affronted, ſends a Summons te 
pim in Alexandria, to come down, and ſp:ak with him. 
Pompey demands the Poſſeſſion of all the Fortreſſes in 
his Some: ang Ariſtobulus delivers them up ; T7 


ſently withdraws to Jeruſalem, and prepares for a 
far MH bile this was a. doing, comes the News 
from Pontus of Mithridaies being poyſon'd by his Son 
Pharnaces. 


- 


T HE Mockry of this Way of Proceeding provoked Pompey 
to ſuch a Degree, that he took the Army he had provided 
2cainſt the Navatheans, and joining them with the Auxilia- 
ry Troops that he had rais'd up and down at Damaſcus, and 
the reſt of Syria, together with the Roman Legions: that he 
had under his Command, and marched with them directly 
toward Ariſtobulus, paſſing by Pella and Scythopolis, till he 
came to Cor a upon the Entrance into the very Heart of Ju- 
E des; where he found upon the Top of a Mountain, a ſtrong 

and a famous Caſtle, which was call'd Hlexanurion and be- 
ing told that Ari/tobulus had made Choice of that Place for 
his Ketreat, he gave him a Summons to come down -and 


People he had about him, for Fear of being engag'd in a War 
with the Romans. There pats'd ſome Diſcourſe betwixt them, 
upon the Subject of the Diſpute between the two Brothers; 
and after that Formality was over, Ariſtobulus, with Pom- 
pey's Leave, went fairly back again to the Caſtle; and this 
he did again and again, to keep fair with Pompey, in all rea- 
ſonable Complyances, as the molt likely Way to compaſs his 
End: but this did not hinder him yet from putting himſelf 
into a Poſture of Defence in caſe of the worſt, out of a Fear 
and Jealouſy he had of Pompey's declaring for his Brother. 
Pempey, after this, order'd him to deliver up all the Caſtles 
that he was Maſter of, and to ſignify ſuch his Will and Plea- 
ſure to the Governours under his own Hand, that there 
might be no Place left for Scruple or Excuſe. Ari/Zobulus did 
as he was appointed; but took it ſo heinouſly, that he went 
away forthwith to Jeruſalem, to prepare, as he underſtood the 
Matter, for a certain War. It was not long before Pompey 
In the Head of his Army, marching againft him, was met 
ppon the Way with an Expreſs from Pontus, giving him an 
Accpunt of the Death of Mithridates by his Son Pharnaces. 
Tt 15 change Fe e e ee 


ſpeak with him; which he was prevail'd upon to do by the 
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Cc HAP. VII 


Pompey encamps at Jerico, and ſo marches toward Te. 
culalem. Ariſtobulus offers him Money, and the Poſ. 
e of the Town, Pompey complies, and ſends Ga. 
binius to receive the Money; but the Gates are ſhut 

againſt him, Ariſtobulus is made a cloſe Priſoner upon 
it, and Pompey lays Siege to the City in Perſon. 


D ondpey had the firſt Camp at Ferico, a Place famous for 
Palm-Trees and Balſam, which is the moſt precious of 
Gums, and only a Diſtillation from a little Shrub upon an 
Inciſion made with a ſharp Stone. The next Morning he 
moved toward Jeruſalem. Ariſtcbulus, by this Time re- 
nted himſelf of what he had done, and went out to meet 
him with a Complement of Offering him a Sum of Money, 
and the Command of the Town ; and whatever Satisfaction 
he ſhould further deſire for the preventing of a War, 
Pompey accepted of his Propoſals, and ſent Gabinius with a 
Body of Men into the City to receive the Money : But he had 
only his Labour for his Pains ; for the Gates were ſhut a- 
gainſt him, and he came back empty-handed as he went 
out: the Fault being laid upon the Soldiers that would not 
ſtand to the Agreement. Pompey had ſuch an Indignation 
for this Affront, that he kept a ſtricter Guard upon Ari/te- 
bulus, and went himſelf to Feru/alem, which was very 
ſtrong by Situation, and well fortify'd ; only it lay a little 
expoſed toward the, North, where there was à large and a 
deep Valley about the Temple, and a ſubſtantial Stone- 
.Wall to encompaſs it. 3 N 


T!!! SO NOS. 


COT — 
— 


bh | CAP. VIE - 
Jeruſalem divided ; part for Pompey, part for Ariſlo- 
bulus. Pompey propoſes a Peace, and it is rejected. 

T he Situation of the Temple, and the taking of it by 
Aſault. The Piety and Modeſty of the Conquerour, 
Jeruſalem made Tributary. Straton's Tower, or Cæ- 

' fares, The Faction of Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus. 
Pompey carries Ariſtobulus @ Priſoner io Rome. 


While 
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£17 Hile Pompey was before the Town, the Citizens were 
mightily divided how to behave themſelves: Some for 
WW yielding ; others for holding-out, and preparing for a War; 
Je. eſpecially conſidering that Ariſtobulus was kept a Priſoner, 
of. WM So that without more ado they prepoſſeſs'd themſelves of the 
ja. Temple, and brake down the Bridge betwixt that and the Ci- 
1 ty; while the other arty not only gave Entrance to the Ar- 
my, but deliver'd up both City and Palace into the Hands 


2 of Pompey ; who preſently ſent away Piſo his Lieutenant with - 
Part of his Army to take Charge of both; which he did ef- 

ectually, by fortifying the Houſes and Buildings of the Tem- 

1 ple that were next at Hand. When Things were come to this 

1 Paſs, Pompey, in the firſt Place, made them a Propoſal of 

8 peace; but upon their Refuſal to treat, he provided for an 


e Aſſault; Hyrcanus ſupplying him very frankly with what he 
a had Occaſion for. The Nerth-/ide of the Temple being the 
t WH weakeſt Quarter, Pompey propoſed to begin his Attack there. 
It was encompalled with high Towers, and a forc'd Ditch, 
over and above the aforeſaid Valley. Upon the City-ſide, 
toward Pompey's Station, there was no Paſling, now the Bridge 
was down, tor Crags and Precipices ; but the Romans, with 
infinite Labour and Difficulty, made a hard Shift yet to fill- 
up the Ditch with Timbers, and other Materials that they got 
together, and ſo to raiſe Platforms arid Ramparts to ſuch a 
prodigious eget, that with Engines of Battery which they 
brought from Tyre, they play'd great Stones upon the Temple- 
Wall; and yet if it had not been for the Advantage they took 
of our Seven-days-Sabbath, the Romans would have had much 
ado to have gain'd their Point : for notwithſtanding that in 
Caſe of Aggreſſion, the Law allow'd us to defend ourſelves 
upon that Day, and to repel Force by Force, we durſt not do 
any Work upon it however yet, though but to croſs, and 
hinder one Work with another. When the Romans came to 
underſtand this once, and to obſerve, that we made no Oppo- 
ſition to the advancing of their Bulwarks, and the fixing of 
their Machines upon that Feſtival; they employ'd the Sab- 
bath wholly upon ſafe and quiet Preparations for the Action 
of the next Day, without attempting any Manner of Vio- 
lence upon us at preſent. This is enough to ſhew the infinite 
Deference we have for the Religion and Laws of our Country, 
when the Dread of Death itſelf is not able to divert us from 
the very Rule and Method of our Devotions ; for the Prieſts 
have their ſolemn Sacrifices twice a-Day, Morning and Aſter- 
noon, With all their ꝑreſeript Forms of Worſtüp, without 
5 | | any 


any Diſpenſation or Excuſe, in what Extremity ſoever, for 
' the Omiſſion. This Temple was taken upon a Faſtimg- Day, 
in che third Month of the Siege, the Hundred and ſeventy 


ninth 8 s Caius Antonius, and Marcus Tullius Cicero, 
1ls. Upon the Enemies forcing the Place, they pur 


being Gp” 
every Man to Death before them : And all this Cruelty wag 


not enough yet to deter thoſ officiating at the Altar, from 


poing-on with their Devotions; accounting it the leſs Evil of 
the two, to fall into the Hands of an unmerciful Enemy, 
then to abandon their holy Profeſſion, or fail in the leaſt Scru- 
ple of Obedience and Reſpect to their Country's Rites and 
Ceremonies. Now for the Authority of this Relation, and to 
| Mew that there is nothing in it of Fabalous, we have it atteſt- 
ed by all the Authors of Note that pretend to give any Ac- 
count of the Actions of Pompey, and among the reſt by Stra- 
bo, Nicholaus of Damaſcus, and Titus Livius the famous F. 
man Hiſtorian, They fell to Work with their Engines up- 

on the great Tower, till by the Dint of repeated Batteries 
they ſhook it to Pieces, and brought it down'to the Ground, 
carrying away a great Part of the next Wall along with it in 
the Ruins. This Breach was no ſooner made, but the Ene- 
my preſs'd in Crouds to enter it. The firſt that mounted was 
Cornelius Fauſtus, the Son of Sylla, with his Company; and 
then upon another Quarter, the Centurion Furius, with his 
Men, and Fabius then betwixt them both with another ſtrong 
Party ; the Place being all cover'd with dead Bodies; ſome 
killed by the Romans, others by Conſent diſpatching one ano- 
ther; ſome again caſting themſelves down Headlong from the 
Walls, and others ſetting Fire to the Houſes over their Heads, 
rather then to be Spectators of the Barbarities that were com- 
mitted. There were ſlain a Matter of twelve Thouſand Jews, 
and not many Romans. Abſolom, the Uncle, and the Father- 


in-Law of Ari/tobulus, was made a Priſoner. Theſe Outrages 


were accompany'd alſo with ſeveral Indignities to the very 
Myſteries of our Religion, by the Admittance of Prophane 
Perſons into the Place, and to the Sight of thoſe Privacies, 
Which none but Prieſts had ever been Eye- Witneſſes of before. 
Pompey and his Train were of the Number that came in 
there, where they found a Golden Table, a Candleſtick and 
Cups of the ſame Metal; Varities of Incenſe, and Perfumes 
in Abundance, beſide a Matter of two Thouſand Talents in 
the Treaſury : But he look'd upon all this Proviſion as Sa- 
cred ; and out of a Veneration he had for holy Things, he 


did 
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did not only forbear touching or ſeizing any of it ; but with a 
generous Piety, order'd the Officers of the Temple next Day 
to purge the Place, and to offer Sacrifices according to their 
own Cuftoms and Ordinances. He reſtored Hyrcanus tothe 
High-Prieſthood, partly for the good Offices he had received 
from him himſelf, and partly for the Service he Had done 
him in hindring the 7Zews from ſiding with Ariſtobulur. He 
cut-off the Heads then of the Incendiaries of the Faction that 
were the Promoters of the W ar, and took Care to fee Fan/tas, 
and others that behaved themſelves bravely upon the Afs 
fault, rewarded according to their Deſerts. As for Jeruja+ 
lem itſelf, he made it Tributary to the Romans, and reduced 
all the Places that he found the eus poſſeſs'd of in Celts 
Syria, under their Allegiance ; confining alſo that popolons, 
and powerful Nation within the Compaſs of their ancient 
Bounds, He cauſed Gadara, (lately deſtroy'd) in Favour of 
his Freed-Man Demetrius that was born there, to be rebuilt. 
and as for Hippon, Scythopolis, Dion, Samaria, Mariſſa, As 
zotus, Famnia, and Arethuſa, being Inland-Places, he deli» 


ver'd them up into the Hantls of their former Inhabitants, 


together with other Places that were ruin'd by the War; 
but for the Maritime Towns, as Gaza, Foppa, Dora, and 
Straton's Tower ; Pompey made-them all free, and laid them 
to the Province. Now this Tower of Straton, when it came 
afterward to be rebuilt by Herod, and beautify'd with ſtate- 
ly Ports and Temples, changed the ancient Name for Cæſa- 
rea. | ; 

From this Fewd* betwixt Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus, we 
may date the Ruin of Feruſalem, with the Loſs of our Li- 
berty to the Romans ; we being forced to give all back to the 
Syrians, which we had taken in a fair War; the Impoſition 
of above ten thouſand Talents, which it coſt us in a ſhort 
Time to the Romans; and the Tranſlation of the ſovereign 
Authority, which had ever till then deſcended in the Pries 
hood, to the very Dregs of the People. But we ſhall have 

Occaſion to ſpeak of all this in another Place. 3 
Pompey, after this, committed the Government of Cele. 
Syria, as far as Euphrates, and the Borders of Egypt, to 
Scaurus, with two Roman Legions, while he himſelf haſten'd 
to Rome, by the Way of Cilicia, carrying Ariſtobulus, along 
with him a Priſoner, with two Sons, and as many of his 
Daughters; but Alexander, one of the Sons, made his E- 
ſcape; and Antigonus, the Younger, with his Father, and 

his Siſters, went forward te Roe, 4 
. - . — CHAP. 
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Scaurus marches againſt Petra; and comes ro a Comp fi. 


tion with Aretas, 1% the high Sati action of both 
Parties. 


TEE Raſlzge to Petra, the Capital of Arabia, is very 
4 craggy and difficult; inſomuch that Scaurus, upon his 
March thither with an Army, was forced to ravage the 
Country thereabouts to provide Bread for his Soldiers. Ay. 


Jipater, by the Order of Hyrcanus furniſh'd him with Corn 


and other Neceſſaries out of Zudea ; and being well known 
to Aretas, Scaurus ſent him upon an Embaſſy to bim: and 


he acquitted himſelf fo well in his Commiſſion, that he pre— 


vailed upon him for a Compoſition of three Hundred Ja- 
Jents, to ſave his Country from Ruin; which put an End to 
the War, even before it was begun, to the great Satisfacti- 
on of Scaurus, as well as of Aretas. | 2 


CHAP LK. 
Gabinius Bis Expedition againſt Alexander; whom he 
routs and beſieges in Alexandrion. Gabinius offers 
an Amneſty, and orders the Repairing of what Cities 
had been dainaged. Alexander ſubmits, Hyrcanus 
is reſtor d to the Pontificat; and ftve Courts of Ju- 
ſtice erected. i 


W 
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Lexander, the Son of Ariſtobulus, falling into, and galling 
Judæa with frequent Incurſions ſome Time after this, Ca- 


Zinius was ſent from Rome into Syria, with the Commiſſion of 


General; and upon an Expedition againſt Alexander, where- 


In he performed many memorable Exploits. Hyrcanus the 
. High-Prieſt was not now in any Condition to make Ref- 


ſtance, though he had it in his Thought to repair and re-edi- 


fy the Walls of Feruſalem that Pompey had deſtroy'd; but 
the Romans would not ſuffer him to go forwafd with it. Alex- 
ander ranging up and down the Country, made a Shift in a 


ſhort Time to get a Body of Men together, eus, and others 
protnilcuguſly, of ten Thouſand. Foot, and fifteen Hundred 
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Horſe : He ſtor'd and fortify'd the Caſtle of Alexandrion near 
Core, and Macheruvs on the Borders of Arabia. Cabinius 
advanced to fight him, ſending Marcus Antonius, with ſome 
other Officers, before; who being join'd with the honeſt 
Part of the Fews, under the Command of Pitholaus and Ma- 
kchas, taking alſo the Auxiliaries of Antipater, came*up to 
Alexander : Cabinius following with the reſt of his Army. 
Alexander drew- off to be nearer 7eruſalem, where they 
came to a Battle; in which, Alexander loſt ſome three Thau- 


ſand Men, and as many taken. Cabinius, after this, laid 


Siege to the Caſtle of Alexandrion; but with an Offer, and 
Promiſe of Pardon to the Defendaats for all that was paſt, if 
they would render-up the Place. The Beſieged kept a ſtrong 
out- Guard under the Walls of the Caſtle, which the Romans 
attack'd, and cut-off a great many of them: Marcus Antont- 
us behaving himſelf very bravely upon that Occafion. Ga- 
binius was loth to loſe Time; ſo that leaving Part of his 
Army behind to attend the Siege, he went himſelf to take a, 


| View of the reſt of the Country, and to give Order for the 
rebuilding of what Cities had been deſtroy'd ; as; Samariag 


Azotus, Scythopolis, Anthedon, Raphia, Dora, Mariſſa, Ca- 
za, and divers other Places. This was done by the Directi- 
on of Gabinius ; and theſe Places came to be a very conve- 
nient and ſafe Habitation, after they had been for a long 
Time deſerted. Gabinius, having put the Country into this 
Order, returned to Alexandrion in Proſecution of the Siege 
where Alexander took the Opportunity of begging Pardon 
by his Embaſſadors, upon Condition of delivering up to him 
the Caſtles of Hyrcania, Macherus, and Alexandrion, which 
he accepted of, but razed them all three to the Ground. Af 
ter this, there came to him the Mother of Alexander, who 
was a Well-wiſher to the Romans, her Husband and the reſt 
of her Children being then Priſoners at Rome. Cabinius de- 
ny'd her nothing; and after the ſettling of Matters, Hyrca- 
nus was brought to Feruſalem, and reitored to the Office, 


and Exerciſe of his Prieſthood. There were then conſtitut- 


ed five Courts of Juſtice, and a Diviſion made of the whole 
Province into five equal Parts: So that ſome went for Law 
to Feruſalem : Others to Gadcra, and others allo to Ama» 
thus, Fericho, or Saphora, which is a City of Gallilee, They 
came by this Means to be deliver'd from the Tyranny they 
complain'd. of, and ſo returned to the Form of an Ariſtocra - 
CY again. | 
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CHAP. XI. 
Ariſtobulus makes his Eſcape from Rome. Commiſſio- 
ners are ſent after him. He is routed by the Romans, 
and taken a ſecond Time, a Priſoner, He deſeats the 
Noabathæans: after which, he goes to Rome, and Craf. 
ſus ſucceeds him. | | 


oN the Flight of 4ri//obulus from Rome to Ju dæa, 


with an Intent to repair and fortify Alexandrion a- freſh 
after the late Ruins, Cabinius ſent a Body of Men thither un- 
der the Command of Siſenna, Antonius, and Servilius, to 
maintain the Place, and to endeavour the ſecuring of Ariſto- 
bulus himſelf. Betwixt the Authority of ſo great a Name, 
and a popular Itch of Novelty, there came great Numbers 
of the Fews flocking over to him; and in particular, Pitho- 
laus, the Governour of Feruſalem, with a Thouſand Men 
well armed: As for thoſe that were not fo, of which there 
were a great Number, he diſcharged them as unſcrviceable, 
and uſeleſs. He marched with a Body of eight Thouſand Men, 
to attempt the taking of Machærus. The Romans follow- 
ing him upon the Heel, came up with him and fought him; 
and after an obſtinate Reſiſtance upon the firſt Shock, gave 
him a terrible Overthrow; kill'd ſome five Thouſand upon 
the Place, while the reſt did what they could to ſave them- 
ſelves by Flight. Ariſtobulus, upon this Rout, with a Mat- 
ter of a Thouſand Men, fortify'd the Caſtle as well as he 
could, and kept-up his Heart till in the Extremity of his ill 
Fortunes; but in two Days the Caſtle was carry'd by Aſ- 
fault; himſelf grievouſly wounded, and by a capricious Fa- 
tality of ill Luck, carry'd away Priſoner with his Son Anti- 
gonus, his Companion in his Eſcape, and fo brought to Ca- 
binius ; by whom he was now ſent a ſecond Time Priſoner 
to Homes having been three Years and a Half, both in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Aingdom, and of the Pontificat, and acquit- 


ting himſelf with great Honour and Magnificence in both 


Charges: But the Senate ſet his Children at Liberty howe- 
ver, upon the Intimation of Gabinius, that he had promis'd 
the Mother as much, upon the Delivery of ſuch and ſuch 
Caſtles ; ſo that they were ſent back again free to Jeruſalem. 

Gabinius was now enter'd upon an Expedition againſt the 


Parthians, and gotten over the River Euphrates, when upon 


fcond Thoughts, he chang'd his Mind, and bent his Courſe 
2 3 toward 


Book XIV. evi Anriqguirint; 
toward Ægypt, for the reſtoring of Ptolemy, as it is ſaid elſe. 
where, * Antipater farniſh'd him for this Enterprize with 
Corn, Arms, and Money, and brought over a great many 
of the Jews about Pelufirm into an Alliance with him; This 
Peluſium being the very Key to Ægypt. 44 

At Bis Return, Gabinius found Syria all in an Uproar 
for Alexander, the Son of Ariſtobulus, having made him- 
ielf Maſter of the Kingdom, harals'd the Country with a 
powerful Army, and forced a great many of the Jews over 
ro his Party, killing all the Romans he could come at in 
his Paſſage, and belooing the reſt upon the Mount of Gart- 
zin, that fled thither for Sanctuary. Gabinius, finding the 
Syrians in this Diſorder, ſent Antipater, being a Man of 
known Prudence, and Integrity, to deal with them, and to 
try if he could bring them to their Wits again. He beha- 
ved himſelf in this Commiſſion ſo effeQually, that he brought 
off ſeveral of the Revolters ; but Alexander himſelf he found 
was not to be mov'd. For having gotten together an Ar- 
my of ſome thirty Thouſand Fews ; his Reſolution was to 
puſh it to a Battle with Cabinius. They fought, in ſhort; 
at the Mount /tabyr ; and the Fews loſt ten Thouſand Men 
in that Encounter. | X | 
Matters being thus ſettled in Feru/alem, the Victor, by 
the Advice of Antipater matched away againſt the Nabathe- 
ans, and gave them a notable Overthrow, diſcharging two 
noble Parthians, Mithridates and Cr/ines, that came over to 
him for Protection; giving it out that they were fled into 
their own Country. Cabinius having now acquitted him- 
Felf with Honour in all his Commiſſions, went back to Rome, 
and Craſſuss ſucceeded him in his Command. The Atchieve- 
ments of Pompey and Gabinius may be ſeen in the Hiſtories 
of Nicolaus Damaſcenus and Strabo the Cappadocian, And 
they write both to the ſame Purpoſe. 


- 
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CHAP. XII. n 
Craſſus ies the Temple, contrary to his Oath. Strabo, 
the Hiſtorian. Craſſus and his Army cut to Pieces by 
: the Parthians. He retreats into Syria, Taricheæ 
talen by Aſſault. Pytholaus taten and gut to Death, 
The Character of Antipater. g 


Faſſus, being now upon the Preparative for a War with 
the Parthians, came to Judœa, and ſeized, not only the 
* *Fwo Thouſand Talents that Ptolemy made a Conſcience of ſo 
much as meddling with, but he pillag'd the Temple of all the 
Treaſure he could lay his Hand on, to the Value of eight Thou- 
fand Talents more. He carry'd away with him alſo a Wedge of © 
Gold of three Hundred Zina's, reckoning every Mina accord- 
ing to the Few?/h Computation, at two Pound and a Half. Ele- 
azar the Prieſt, that had the keeping of this holy Treaſure, de- 
 Tiver'd it up to Craf/as ; not out of Spite or Lil-will, for he was 
u righteous, and a juſt Man: But this Bar of Gold being lodg- 
ed in a Wooden Beam that was made Hollow on Purpoſe to 
"receive and conceal it, and no Mortal privy to the Secret but 
Himſelf, Eleazar had no other Thought, ſeeing Crafſus's Heart 
Jo wholly ſet upon the Money, but to deliver-up this Wedge 
us a Compoſition for all the reſt; for there were Hangings al- 
PO of an ineſtimable Value faſten'd to this Timber, and other 
rich Ornaments for the Service of the Temple, which were 
all likcwiſe in Eleazar's Cuſtody. And he did not deliver 
this Bar of Gold at laſt neither, but upon the Declaration of 
Crafſus, that he was abundaatly ſatisfy'd with what he had 
already ; and upon the Solemnity of an Oath, and Promiſe, 
that he would not meddle with any Thing elſe. But this 
Oath would not ſerve the Turn it ſeems, for he rifled the 
Temple from Top to, Bottom, and ſtript it to the bare 
Walls. EN 
The Maſs of Money that was lodged in this Temple, how 
prodigious ſoever it may appear, will not be found ſo great a 
Wonder, conſidering how long the eus were a getting it to- 
gether, and that it came from all Quarters of the World, 
Wherever the Worſhip of the true God was known: Beſide 
that the Report of this immenſe Value is ſo far from Vanity 
and Oftentation, that it is a Trath atteſted and confirmed 
by the Authority of ſeveral Hiſtorians; as of Strabo the Cap- 
padocian for one. Mithridates, ſays he, /ent to the Iſle of 7 5 
a * | | * 
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for ſome Money of Cleopatra's, that ſhe had depoſited there; 
and for eight Hundred Talents belonging to the Jews. Now 
ve have no publick Treaſure, but what is ſacred, and dedicat- 


ed to God; and it is as clear as Day, that the Aſiatict Fews 


tranſmitted this Treaſure from thence to Coos, upon the Ap- 
prehenſion gf a War with Mithridates. For it, cannot be i- 
magined that the cus of Judæa, that had ſo much a ſtronger, 
and a ſafer Place near Hand; that is to ſay, the Temple and 
City of 7eruſalem, would ever have ſent their Money away 
for better Security to Cs Neither can it be ſuppoſed, that 


it came from the Alexandrion Fews ; for they were too far 


off to have any Apprehenſion of Mithridates. i 
Strabo has it in another Place; That Syla paſſing through 


„ Greece to carry-on a War againſt Mithridates, ſent Lucul- 
» © lus to Cyrene, that was then torn to Pieces with Feuds and 


% FaQtions among the Fews ; a People that had ſpread theme 


e ſelves over the Face of the whole Earth.” He ranges the 


Cyrene&ans, in another Place, inte four Diviſions ; Burghers, 
Husband-men, Strangers, and Jews. © The laſt Sort of 
„ them are ſo univerſally diſpers'd, that there's hardly 
« any habitable Part where they have not got Footing, and 
& a conſiderable Eſtabliſhment. As for Ægypt, and Cyrene, 
“ while they were under the Juriſdiction of the ſame Prince, 
& and ſeveral other Countries alſo, they embraced in many 
c Places the Jewiſh Laws, Rites and Cuſtoms ; gave them 
the Liberty of populous Congregarions, and trained up 
e their Children in a Conformity to the Fewiſh Way of 
« Diſcipline. In Ægypt, they had whole Colonies of them, 
© beſide a Right of Propriety that they have by a Forma- 
“ lity of Aſſignment in a conſiderable Part of the City of 


« Alexandria ; with Magiſtrates, Judges, and Courts of Ju- 


5 ſtice of their own, and Ways of deciding Differences in 
« Caſes of Propriety, peculiar to themſelves; and all in as 
„good Method as if it were in a Form of Government, 
«© Now Egypt agreed the better with this Nation, both for 


_ & Extraction-ſake, and Neighbourhood ; for the eus came 


& out of it, and they. ealily became one again; So that it 
was but making a Step to either, only as one Borderer 
« does to another; and in this Manner, not only as Neigh- 
« bours, but as formerly Members of the ſame Body.“ 
Thus far Strabo. | | 
When Craſſis had done his Pleaſure in 7udæa, he advanced 
againſt the Parthians, and gave them Battle, where he was 


cut-off himſelf, and his whole Army, as we have it elſe- 


£31 3 where ; 
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where: But Caſius made his Retreat into Syria, where he 
gave a Stand to the Progreſs of the Parthians, that were 
now grown inſolent upon their Succeſs, He went afterward 
to Tyre, and ſo to Judæa, where he took Tarichee by Al: 
2ult upon the firſt Attack, and a Matter of thirty Thou- 
nd Priſoners; Pithalaus, Ariſtobulus's Friend among the 
eſt, whom, he cauſed to be put to Death by the Advice of 
Antipater, who over and above the Power he had with him 
s a Friend, was a Perſon very conſiderable with the IAu; 
gans, upon the Account of a Match with an Arabian La- 
of 2 moſt illuflrious Extraction: Her Name was Cypron, 
and by her he had four Sons, Phaſael! and Herd ; (after. 
wards King) Jeſeph and Pheroras ; and an only Daughter 
Some. This Antipater had ſo generous, and obliging a 
Way with him, that all the Princes and great Men about 
him had a bigh Eſteem for him ; the King of Arabia eſpeci- 
ally; to whoſe charitable Goodneſs he recommended the 
Government of his Children, during the War with Ariſto- 
bulus. Caffius having by this Time recruited and reinfory, 
ged his Army, advanced to the River Euphraies to make 
Head againſt the Parthiant, according to the Report of ſe- 
veral Hiſtorians. 


———_ 


CHAP. XIII. 


Pompe ey and the Senate abandon Rome. Cæſar 575 

. Ariſtobulus. Pompey's Fuction poiſons hin. 
Alexander's Head cut-off by Pompey”'s Orders. Phi- 
Uppion marries his Siſter Alexandra: afier which 
| bal is Hain; and Prolemy marries the Wi- 
dow. 


HEN caſar came a little after this, to be Maſter of 
Roms, and to find the City abandon'd by Pompey 5 
and the whole Senate, who all ſhifted away beyond Sea upon 
the Fright, he bethought himſelf of ſetting 4ri/tobuluy at Li- 
berty, and diſpatching him away into Syria, with the Com- 
mand of two Legions to keep that Province in Order, But 
the Comfort he promis'd himſelf in the Honour of being Cæ- 
far s Favourite, was not Jong liv'd ; for Pompey's F: action found 
a Way in a ſhort Time to difpatch him by Poiſon; and the 


e took Care of the Funeral. His Body lay 9 
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with Honey a long Time, till Anthony ſent it away to be 


Interr'd among their Kings. 

Scipio cauſed the Head of Alexander, the Son of Ariſtobus' 
lus, to be cut-off by the Order of Pompey, for ſeditious Prac- 
tices of former Date againſt the Romans, and the Execution 


was done at Antioch : But Ptolemy Menneus, the Governout 


of Chalcis near Libanus, diſpatch'd his Son Philippien to the 
Widow of Ari/tobulus at Askalon, to have her ſend him his 
Son Autigonus, and his Siſters. Bhilippion fell in Love with 
one of his Siſters, whoſe Name was Alexandra, and marry'd 


her; but he being afterwards ſlain, his Father, Ptolemy him- 


ſelf, took her to Wife, and provicied nr for the 
Family. | J 
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Peluſium taker by Mithridates : aud Antipater, the Firſt 


Aan that enter'd the Breach. 


A Niipater was a Man of great Authority in Judæa, and 
one that after the Overthrow and Death of Pompey, did 
Ceſar many conſiderable Services at the Inſtance of Hyrca- 


nus in his War upon A#gypt ; for Mithridates the Pergamæ 


nian being forced to ſtop once at Askalon, becauſe there was 
no paſling for him by Peluſium with Succours that he had 
for Cz/ar, Antipater joyn'd him with an Armed Body of 
Three Thouſand Jews, and brought in ſeveral of the prime 
Men of Arabia, and effectually all Syria, to his Aſſiſtance: 


As there was Famblicus a Prince of the Country, and his Son 


Ptolemy ; and Tholomy of Libanus, the Son of Sobhemus; with 
the Cities, almoſt all in general, who came in a kind of R- 
mulation to ſerve him, and happy was he could preſent him» 
ſelf Firſt. Jithridates, being now in a marching Condition, 


advanced out of Syria into Peluſi um; where the Inhabitants 


refuſing him Entrance, he ſat down before the Place, aſſault- 
ed it, and batter'd a Piece of the Wall down: Autipater was 
the brave Man that firſt enter'd the Breach, and fo well ſes 
conded in the Action, that the Town was taken upon its 
But as Autipater and Mithridates were haſt'ning away to Cæ- 


far, the Ægyptian Fews, in the County of Onias, as they call 


it, oppoſed their Paſſage, till by the Power, and Intereſt of 
Antipater, as their Conatry-men, but eſpecially upon the 
Sight * + Letter frem Hyrcanus, the g to them: 

1114 ___ uy 


tem upon their Marc 
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they were prevailed _ to be fair to Cæſar, and to ſupply 

with whatſqever they might have 
Occaſion for: Upon the Credit, I ſay, of Antinater's Medi- 
ation and Advice, and upon that of the Z:gh-Prie/?'s Letter, 
they chearfully comply'd. . The People of Memphis, upon 
this, applying themſelves to Mithridates, and eſpouſing the 
ſame Intereſt. | | | 


— — 
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Mithridates wor/ted ; Antipater reſcues him, and wins 


be Day. Hyrcanus and Antipater highly in Cæſar's 


Favour. Antigonus complains to Cæſar of Hyrcanus 


"and Antipater, who hears Both Sides, and determines 


in Favour of be Defendants. 


5 A T a Place called Delta, and upon a particular Spot of 


Ground known by the Name of The Fews Camp, Mi- 
thridates and Antipater came to a Battle with the Enemy ; the 
Former Commanding the Right Wing, and the other the Left. 
Mithridates was ſo hard preſt, that his Men gave way, and 


the Diſorder was very near coming to a total Rout :; but Ann. 
zipater, in the very nick of Time came-up along the Bank + 


of the River with an Enforcement to his Relief; reſcu'd his 
Friends, and in one Word put a victorious Enemy to Flight; 
Arove them before him upon the Chace; made himſelf Ma- 
Ker of their Camp, and call'd in Mitbridates, who was left 


agreat Way behind to take his Part of the Booty, who loft 
# Matter of eight hundred Men, and Antipater not above 


Kfty. Upon the Report of this Action, Mithridates gave 
Keefer frankly to underſtand, that he was indebted both for 
the Preſervation of the Army, and for the Glory of that Day, 
to the Bravery of Antipater; which Cz/ar was fo ſenſible of, 
that throughout the whole Courſe of the War, he was ſure 
.to be employ'd upon a Poſt of Honour ever after ; and he 
carried the Marks of it in the many Wounds he received in 
. - ſoon as this War was over, Cæſar went back by Sea in- 
into Syria, Treating both Hyrcanus, and Antipater, with a 


fingular Grace and Reſpect ; The one he confirmed in the 


© Pontificat ; and the other he made a Freeman of Rome, with 
all the Privileges of the City. Some will have it that Hyr- 
Sanus was perſonally in this War, and came actually into 


* 


. 


* 
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ly Kovpt. Strabo the Cappadocian tells us as much out of 4/7» 


Ve nig. * Upon the coming of Mithridates into Zgypt, lays ' 
li- « he, Hyrcanus the High-Prieſt of the Fewus came alon 
5 « with him.” He ſays in another Place, upon the Credit o 

n Hypſicrates, that © Mithridates came firſt thither alone; and 
e ( then ſent for Antipater the Governour of Judæa to Askas 


% on, who brought him three Thouſand Men: And that 
«upon his Counſel, and Perſuaſion, divers of the Princes, 


> and great Men of the Country went over to him, and Hyrs 
« canus the High-PrieſÞ among the reſt.” Thus far goes 
Sfraho. | 5 | 51 | 

Abont this Time came Antigonus the Son of Ari/tobuluis, 


with a Complaint to Cæſar, how his Father had been poiſon'd 
by a Faction, for bearing Arms in his Service, and how a 
Brother of his had his Head chopt-off at Scipio's Inſtigation: 
ſetting forth how he was diſinherited and ejected ; and pre- 
ſented himſelf as an Object of his Compaſſion. He fell foul 
z3lſo upon Hyrcanus and Antipater, for uſurping upon the 
Liberties of the Nation, and particularly for Wrongs done 
to, himſelf; but Autipater, being then preſent, wiped off 
theſe Reproaches by expoſing the turbulent, and ſeditious 
Humour of Antigonus, and how buſy he was in all factious 
Cabals to embroil the publick Peace; not forgetting neitheꝝ 
to mind Cz/ar by a modeſt Inſinuation, of his own Merits, 
- appealing only to himſelf, upon the Proof he had given of 
bis Diſpoſition, and Integrity in the late War. As for Ari- 
ſtobulus, he was always known to be a profeſs'd, and an im- 
placable Enemy to Rom? : So that the Romans, in keeping 
him a Priſoner, did no more then what Neceſſity of State, 
Common Prudence, the Law of Arms, and the Practice of 
Nations, obliges them to do, And then to the Point of 
Scipio's beheading his Brother, he was convict of ſeveral 
Robberies, and it was no more then a Capital Puniſhment 
for a Capital Grime. Cæſur, in fine, upon a full Hearing 
of Antipater's Diſcourſe, Pronounced Hyrcanus to be Highy 
Prieſt ; gave Antipater his Choice of any Command he had 
a Mind to; and conferring upon him the Lieutenancy af 
Judæd ver and above. . | 
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CHAP. XVI. 


er Hyrcanus leave to rebuild Jeruſalem. 4x 
ER let wixt the Senate of Rome and the Jews, 
ue betwixt Athens and the Jews, _— | 
tation to the People. "Y 


AD HE Walls of Jeruſalem lying at this Time all in Rubbiſh 
and Ruin, juſt as they were left upon Pompey's break- 
We them down, * Hyrcanus offer*d-up a Requeſt to Ca ſar for 
4 W br ve to ſet them up again; 3 Which was immediately gran ted 
"i th all the Forms of Ceremony and Reſpect, and Letters 
"Wparch'd away to the Conſrels at Rome, for the Entring of 
the Reſolution in the Records of the Capitol : pe Copy of 
the Decree running as follows, 


A Deerce of the Senate Aſſembled in the Temple of Con- 

cord, on the 1hirteenth Day of the Month) of Decem- 

ber; Preſent L. Colonies, the Son of _ and 
Caius Papirius Quirinus. 


f ce i Here it appeareth unto this Senad upon the Report 
4 &< of Valerius the Son of Lucius, Prœtor, that it is Re- 
* queſted, and propoſed by Alexander the Son of Jaſon ; 
& Numenius the Son of Antiochus, and Alexander Son of Do- 
& ratheus, Embaſſadors on the Behalf of the Fews ; Good 
* Men, and our faithful Allies; that the ancient League of 
.< Friendſhip may be renewed betwixt us ; and that in To- 
4 2 ken of their Good Will and Diſpoſition, they have brought 
I a Preſent of a Golden Cup and Buckler, valu'd at Fifty Thou- 
EF *© ſand Crowns; deſiring Letters alſo of Recommendation 
* to all Governours, and Free-Taumns for a ſafe Paſſage both 
* by Sea and Land through all their Ports and Territories. 
ee Be it therefore Ordered by this Senate, that the ſame 
League of Friendſhip and Society be Renewed and Eſta- 
* Bliſhed ; All the Deſires of the ſaid Embaſſadors Agreed 
unto, and Granted ; and their Preſents Accepted.” This 
was in the Ninth Year of the Pontificat and Principality of 


— and in the Month of Panemus. 
. This 


—— 


* See Scaliger's Animadverfions upon Exſebius, a an. 1998. and Pe- 
ain upon Epipbanius, * 21. 
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This Prince of the Jews had great Honour done him alfa 
by the Republic of Athens, in Acknowledgment of their O- 
bligations to him; for ed ſent him à Decree, ta this fol · 
lowing Purpole, 2 


Decree of the Athenians, bearing Date tbe Twenty 
fifth Day of the Month Panemus: Dionyfius Aſclepia- 
des ds Preſident and High-Prieſt, and Agathocles 
Archon; reported by Eucles the Alimufian, the Son 
of Menander the Scribe, oz the Eleventh of the N 
tanea, in the Month M unichioo; : a Counſel of the No. 
edri being met in the Theatre; and after gathering the 
Suffrages of the People by the High: Prieſt Dorotheus; 
and his Allellors, Dionyſius, the Son of Dionyſius 
made Publication. as follows, 


a FO. efingah as Hyrcanus the Son of Alexander, and High. 
„ Prieſt and Prince of the eus, hath upon all Occa- 


4 ſions both 12 and Private, as well in the generous 


Reception, Entertainment, and Accommodation of our Em- 
„ bafſadors, as otherwiſe, given Proof of a ſingular Affection 
> and Eſtcem, both for our Nation in General, and the Citi- 


& yens of Athens in Particular, whereof we have received ma- 


e ny Inſtances : And rem as we have received credible 


Information from Theodoſius, the Son of Theodoarus of Su- 


< nium, of the Virtue of the ſaid excellent Prince, and of his 
« friendly Diſpoſition to do us all the good Offices in his Pow- 
« er; we have refolved to Preſent him with the Honorary 
« fchnowled, '7ment of a Crown of Ge!d; and to Erect a Brazen 
Statue to him in the Temple of the * People and the Graces, 
for the Fame of his Memory; and to have itnotify'd by Pro: 
« clamation at the exhibiting of any New Shew, in all Thea- 
„ tres, and Places of publick Exerciſes, and Spectacles, in 


Honour of Bacchus, Minerva, Ceres, &c. that we have pre- 


e ſented him with this Crown out of a Veneration fos his 
« Virtue. And we do further Will and Require all our 
« Covernours and Magiſtrates, to be aiding and aſhſting in 
« the effectual Improvement of theſe our Conceſſions to the 
* beſt Advantage of our Friends and Aſſociates, ſo long as 
© this Amity ſhall continye berwixt us; for the Manifeſtati- 
n 
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=, © on of our Gratitude, Piety, and Juſtice, toward all Men of 
_ Worth and Honour, and the Encouraging of good Offices 
< and Inclinations toward us for the future. We do likewiſe 
Order, that a fit Choice be forthwith made of Embay- 
. lors from among the Athenians to attend Hyrcauus, in our 
% Name, and with this our Decree and Preſents, and to pro- 
e voke an Emulation to out-do us in this generous Way of 
Competition.“ And fo much tor the friendly Intercourſe 
chat pals'd betwixt the Romans and the Athenians, with Hyre 
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Men Cæſur had ordered his Matters in Syria, he went back 
Ain with his Navy, and Antipater along with him; who 
Immediately upon his Return to Feru/alem, gave Orders for 
the repairing of the Walls that Pompey had thrown down ; ta- 
king a Tour at the ſame Time up and down the Province, to 
try what might be done with Menaces and fair Words, to- 
ward the keeping of a divided, and a factious People quiet. 
He laid before them the Bleſſings of a dutiful Obedience to 
* their Prince in the peaceable Enjoyment of their Liberties 
<« and Poſſeſſions, and the dangerousConſequences of ſeditious 
& Practices and Innovations, which would force Governours 
to turn Perſecutors, Hyrcanus himſelf to turn Tyrant, and 
the moſt neceſſary of their Patrons and Allyes, even the 
e Czfar's, and the Senate of Rome, themſelves, to become 
their implacable Enemies; for depend upon it, /ays he, they 
. will be obey d: And ſo he left them to Conſider of it. 


» — 


HAT. 


Phaſael and Herod Governours of Jeruſalem and Gall i- 
lee. Herod's Character. Ezekiah a famous Rover. 
Phaſaelꝰs Character. Anti pater's Reputation draws En- 
vy upon him. Complaints of Antipater 10 Hyrcanus. 
HFerod cited before the Judges. A brave and a bold 
- Speech of Sameas. Herod tranſported againſ} Hyr- 
canus. Proclamations publiſh'd in Favour of the 
Jews. Cæſur /1ain in the Senate-Houſe, by Brutas and 
' Caſſius, | IG 5 


| N Mipater, under theſe Circumſtances, took an Occaſion 
3 | A from the natural Heavineſs of Hyrcanus, to contrive wha = 
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IV, for the advancing of his own Family and F ortunes by putting : 
| his two eldeſt Sons, Phaſael and Herod, into two eminent 


K ol Commands the former into that of Feru/alem, with the ad - 
iſe joining Country, and Herod his ſecond Son, into the Go- 
7 vernment of Gallilce, being at that Time. fiſteen Years of 
* Age; but of ſuch a Pregnancy of Wit, and ſq enterprizing 
yg a Spirit, that his Youth did not all hinder him from ſearch- 
of ing-out honourable Occaſions for ſo Heroical a Diſpoſition ts, 
4 work upon. The Borders of Syria were in thoſe Days very 
much infeſted with Robbers ;40 that the firſt Inſtance of his- 


Proweſs was upon that Vagabond Troop of High-way Men; 
wherein he took Ezechias their Commander in chief, Priſo- 
K ner, with ſeveral of their Companions, and put them all to 
Death. This Action gave him ſo mighty a Reputation among 
the People, that his Name was celebrated thorough all the 
Town and Villages as their Deliverer, and the Author of 
their Security and Repoſe. By the Fame of this Exploit, he 
became alſo known to Sextus the Kinſman of Cæſar the Great; 
who had then the Adminiſtration of Syria: beſide that it 
kindled an Emulation in Phaſael likewiſe, to do ſomewhat 
that was great too, after the Example of his Brother; ap- 
plying himſelf accordingly to the Arts of Popularity, as the 
moſt likely Way for the Compaſſing of his End. He was a 
Man of a publick Spirit, and made for Bus'neſs; affable in his 
Converſation, and ſo temperate in the Exerciſe of his Power, 
that never any good Man was the worle for it. By this 
dextrous Way of Addreſs, Antipater came to be treated by 
the whole Nation, rather as an abſolute Prince then as a 
Proxy; and with a Reverence alſo becoming the Dignity of 
ſo great a Maſter. And he had this Virtue peculiar to him- 
ſelf from the reſt of the World, that Proſperity never alter- 
ed him, but from firſt to laſt he ſtood firm to his Faith, an 
to his Friend, # Io 
This over-grown Greatneſs of Antipater, and the Elevation 
of his Family to ſuch a Degree of Wealth, Credit, and Power, 
together with the Eſteem the People had for himſelf, and his 
Children, and his vaſt Revenue in Money from Hyrcanus, cre- 
ated ſo ſpiteful an Envy againſt him among the great Men of 
the Jews, that they began to look upon him with an evil. 
Eye ; eſpecially when they came to find what an Intereſt he 
had made, not only among the People' of Rome, but in the 


very 
* Caſaubon has ſbewn that inſtead of xv. we ſhould read xxv. or xxvi. 


See his firſt Exercit. againſt Baronius, towards the End. And Bilbop 
Mountague's Exercitatio x. 45 0/0 Harduin de Nummis Herodia. P. 23. 
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was no hard Thing to obtain; for Hyrcanus lov'd him as his 
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] 
Hearts and good Opinion of the Emperours themſelves, 


5 They told a Story of him, how he got Money from Hyrcanus 
forthe Uſe of the Romans, and then engroſs'd the Thanks for 


if to hie, as if it had been a Preſent out of his own Cof- 
fers without ſo much as naming the other in the Caſe, This 


-was invidioully hinted to Hyrcanus, who was ſo far from ta- 


king it ill, that he ſeem'd pleas'd with it. But the Thing of 
all the reſt that ſtack moſt in their Stomachs, was the violent, 
daring, ambitious Humour of Herod ; infomuch that in the 
Heat of this Indignation, they went open-mouth'd to Hyrca- 


m With a Complaint againft Antipater. How long, /aid 
«© hey, ſhall every Thing go to Wrack thus, and you take no 
«© orice of it? Do not you perceive all this while, how the 
-< Dignities, Profits, and Prerogatives of Royal Power are 
«wholly ſhared betwixt Antipater, and his two Sons; and 


& that you yourſelf have only the empty Name, and Title of 
t aPrince? Have a Care of letting Things go too tar, and be- 
ing over-ſecure ; for moſt certainly the Safety of your Per- 
* ſon and Government lies equally at Stake. You miſtake 
* yourſelf, if you look upon theſe Sparks to be any longer 
& your Deputies, for they are effectually your Maſters. What 


* was Herod's Outrage upon Ezechias, and his Companions, 


< but an Affront to publick Juſtice ? For it is no better then 


direct Murder, by our Law, to put any Man to Death, let 


< him be never ſo great a Villain, without the Formality of a 
&' Tryal : But this Man had the Face to exerciſe an 4rbitrary 
Power, even without the leaſt Colour of any Power at all.“ 

What with this Diſcourſe, and the Clamour of the Mcthers 


in the Temple, that lay, Day after Day, there, calling out both 


to Prince and People for juſtice upon Herd, for the Murder 
af their Children, Hyr:anus was at laſt prevail'd upon to ap- 
point a Day of Hearing, and try the Caule indifterently be- 
twixt Herod and his Accuſers, before a Bench of Zudges. He- 
rod appeared upon the firſt Call; though not altogether as a 


private Man, but, according to his Father's Precaution, with 


only ſuch a Train, as might ſecure the Priſoner, without af- 
fronting the Court. Sexiz5sC@/ar,having at that Time theComs 
mand of Syria, wrote a Letter to Hyrcanus in Herod's Favour, 
and not without Menaces, if they did not acquit him; which 


own Fleſh and Blood. When Herod with his People about 

um, had ſtood a long Time facing the Court, and not one 
Mouth open'd againſt him, it put the whole Congregation - to 
their Wits End, what to think of that profound Silence, tilt 
in the Conclufiop, there {fiood-up one Same as, a Man too juſt 


to 
= 
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S, ro be corrupted, and too innocent to fear any Thing; and he 
us deliver'd himſelf in Terms to this Purpoſe. 1 
or - & With the Favour, ys he, of yourſelf, Sir, and this h 

f- ce nourable Court, this is the firſt Time that ever Ia Pris 
is « ſoner at the Bar, behaving himſelf in ſuch a Huff ef Vanity 


1 « and Confidence, and J am of Opinion that you will hardly 
F e match this Man, all Things confider'd in the whole Courſe 
bs « of your Obſervation and Experience. It has been the Prac- 


2 & tice formerly of Perſons in his Condition, to demean 
: « themſelves in their Habits, Countenances, and Behaviour, 
4 ce with ſome Regard to the Sobriety, Severity and Reſignation 
ö « that becomes Men in the Hands of the Law, and under 
c the Awe of a legal Animadverſion: But we have a Cris 
& minal here that values himſelf upon his Guards, his Orna· 
« ments, and his Purple, and ſtands in a Poſture to make Pubs 
& [lick Fuſtice more Dængerous to the Court then to the Males 
« factor. But I do not blame him fo much neither, Yor con- 
« ſulting his own Safety, before that of the Law, and the G- 
e yvernment ; as I do thoſe that ſuffer d him to go-on in thoſe 
4 Liberties : That is to fay ; the King, and the Judges. Take 
% notice however (/ays he) turning to the Judges, of what I 
e“ am about to tell you, GOD, is a GOP of Righteouſneſs and 
c power: and the Time will come, when this very Man that 
«< you are now ſtickling to bring off in Favour of Hyrcanus, 
#5 ſhall be the Ruin of you, both King and Judges. 
And ſo it came to paſs not long after ; for upon Herod's get- 
ting Poſſeiſion of the Government, he put the King himſelf to 
Death, and all the Judges fave only Sameas ; for whom he had 
a ſingular Honour, in regard, both of his Integrity, and Ju- 
ſtice; and more Particularly, as the Perſon, that after the 
beſieging of the City by himſelf, and Saſius, was inftrumental 
to the admitting of him into the Place : with this further De- 
claration, that it was a Judgment upon them for their Sin, 
and a Puniſhment not to be avoided, But of this elſewhere. 
Hyrcanus, finding how the Judges ſtood affected; and that 
tt was likely to go hard with Herod, he adjourned the Court 
till the next Day, and gave him a private Hint, by all Means 
to get out of the Way, for he was a loft Man elſe. Herod, up 
on this, withdrew to Damaſcus, for fear of Hyrcanus, as he 
pretended; and upon fome Diſcourſe with Sextus Cæſar, and 
the ſettling of his own Affairs, he publickly declar'd, that ife- 
ver they cited him again to that Court, he would diſclaim their 
Juriſdiction. This Contempt put the Judges in a Rage; and 
they fell preſently to the hammering of it into Hyrcanus's 
Head, that his Ruin was the very Bottom of the W 7 
| : ut 


a <"F |; A r - 


hongh the Thing was as Plain as Plain could be, and that 
elf was convinced of it, he had not the Heart or the 
et, to make any uſe of the Precaution to his Advan- 
age. red was by this Time ſafe, and eaſy under the Care 
and Protection of Sextus Cæſur, and ſettled allo in a Purchaſe, 
"for a Sum of Maney, of the Government of Cæle-Syria. 


of any Miſchief that Way: And his Apprehenſion was not idle 
neither; for Herod was ſo exaſperated at the Indignity of be- 
ing expos'd to a Tryal, that he marched againſt him with an 
Army; and if it had not been for the Importunities, and the 
Interceſſions of his Father, and his Brother, he had moſt cer- 
tainly fall'n upon Jeruſalem itſelf: But upon their Inſtances 
and Entreaties, that he would content himſelf with the Fright 
he had put them in, and ſtop there, without offering any fur- 
ther Violence to the Author of his Dignity and Fortune, they 

| Pacily'd, and diverted him from his Purpole. '7is True, they 
aid, he had been Cited; but he was brought-off too, and lay un- 
der ſome Obligation for his Deliverance. They adviſed him 
likewiſe to conſider-the uncertain Chance of War, and how 
Providence gave Victories many Times beyond and againſt 
humane Expectation ; and that he had little to hope for in this 
"Cauſe from Divine Fu/tice; confidering that he fought not 
only againft his Prince, but againſt his very Neurifher, and 
b  Upholder, and one that had deſerv'd all Good from him, with- 
"4 out doing him any Injury: Or if he took any Thing amiſs 
from him at preſent, it was rather to be imputed to the Male- 
volence of evil Counſellors he had about him, that bad 
tranſported Hyrcanus into an evil Opinioh of him. Herod was 
fo wrought upon by this Way of Advice and Reaſoning, that 
he contented himſelf with ſhewing the People what Power and 
Reputation he had, upon this Occaſion; and this was the 

State of Affairs with the Fews at that Time. : 

- Czſar being now return'd to Rome, was preparing for an 
Expedition into Africa, againſt Scipio and Cato, and ſaluted 


 * Renewing of a Former League of Friendſhip. It will be pro- 


People have from Time to Time received from the Romar 
Emperours, and the Allyances that have paſs'd betwixt us; 
to the End that the whole World may ſee what Opinions the 
Kings of Europ, as well as Aſia, have ever had for the Faith 
and Courage of the eus. | 

The Hiſtories of the Perſians and Macedonians are not 
publickly knowg and diſpers d, tis true; and the Authority of 


1 
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This was the firſt Thing that open'd Hyrcanus's Eyes, for fear. 


upon the Way by Embaſſadors from Hyrcanus to ſolicite the 


per enough in this Place to take notice of the Honours our 


them 
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them may appear the leſs Authentick: ſo that, though we 
our ſelves have their Books; and they are to be bad alſo elſe - 


here, and make honourable Mention of us upon many Oc- 


caſions, we ſhall rather decline making any Advantage of it, 


and caſt the Credit of our Cauſe upon the 'Pecrees and Pro- 
clamations of the Romans ; the Monumental Inſeriptions in 


their Capitols, and upon Pillars of Braſs ; which are all, Tes- 


PS 


timonies, and Evidences, beyond Contragiction ; and ſo was 


that Memorable Inſcription of Fulius Cæſar's, upon the Bras  : 
zen Pillar in Alexandria, which ſerves as a Record to perpe- 
tuate the Privilege of free Citizens, which was allow'd the 


Jews as a Prerogative in that famous Place. I ſhall now: 


proſecute my Purpoſe with the particular Inſtances of certain / 
Orders, and Decrees of the Senate and of Julius Ceſar, to the 
Advantage of Hyrcanus and our whole Nation. 


Caing Julius Cæſar, Emperour, Pontifex Maximus, Ju 


the ſecond Time Dictator : to the Magiſtracy, Scnate, 
and People of Sy don; DOE 


« Well, all is Well. I ſend you the Copy of a Letter 


ec of ours to Hyrcanus, the Son of Alexander, the Priuce, and 


* High- Prieſt of the Jeus, to be engraved upon a Braſs Ta- 


* 


10 1 My ſelf, and my Army are in Health; and ir you Ex 


_ 1 ; the Inſcription, in Latin and Greek; and to remain 


in Subſtance as follows. 


C. Julius Cæſar, Emperour ; the ſecond Time Dictator, + 
& and Pontifex Maximus hath, with the Advice and Con- 


« ſentof the Senate appointed the Publication of thisDecree. 

«© Foraſmuch as Hyrcanus, the Son of Alexander a Feu, 
*© hath in all Times, as well in War as in Peace, approved 
« himſelf to be our truſty good Friend and Allie, as appear- 
eth by ſeveral Atteſtations of unqueſtionable Credit, and 
* particularly by the Supp!y of fifteen Hundred Choice Men, 1 
that he ſent to Mithridates, to my Aſſiſtance in the late 
*& Alexandrian War : Theſe Services and good Offices duly 
5 conſtder'd, I do hereby Confirm, and Eſtabliſh unto Hyrca- 
& nus, and his Heirs, the perpetual Government of the Jews, 
© both as their Prince, and High-Prieſt, after the Manner and 
© Method of their own Laws: and from this Time forward, En- 


roll them among my *truſty and well beloved Friends, and 
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c among your Regi/ters for After-Times. The Letter itſelf 


*Yce Cteleriuss Notes upon the ſecond Vol. of yis Monumenta 


Kc. Gr. p. 546. 
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Rat Aron Afinity with them as my Aſſociates. And it is 
my Pleaſure likewiſe, that all the Legal Pontifical Rights 

© and Br ivileges be devolved upon him and his Sons for e- 
. ver: and in caſe any Controverſie ſhall ariſe among the 
| wa - People: concerning the 7ewiſh Diſcipline, himſelf and his 
Family, in the Courſe of Succeſſion, to be the only Judges 
*.of it. It is moreover my Will and Pleaſure, that the Jews 
**. be diſcharged the Burden of Winter-Quarters, and of all 
% Publick Payments.“ We ſhall come now to m of his 
articular Grants, Reſolutions and Decrees. 
& It is ordered, Caius Cæſar being Conſul, that the Sovern- 
46 ment of the Jews ſhall deſcend from Hyrcanus to his Heirs 
e for ever, with all the Pofſeſſi ons, Grants and Emoluments, 
belonging or annexed to the Pontificat the High- Prieſt to 
& have the judgment of all Cauſes. And it is likewiſe: appoint- 
e ed that Embafſadors be forthwith ſent to Hyrcanus the Son 
„ of Alexander, the High-Prie/t of the Jews, with Inſtructi- 
<« ons to treat about a friendly Allyance with him: And thar _ 
& theſe Particulars be fairly inſcrib'd upon Brazen Tables in 
Latin and Greek, to be ict-up in the Capitol, at Tyre, Sidon, 
a Aſbalon, and in the Temples ; - to the End that this our 
©. Pleaſure may be duly made known through all our Domi- 
% nions, and that none may pretend Ignorance : and for the 
<. Honour of our Friends, and for a Recommendation of their 
«© Agents and Miniſters, to a ingular Reſpect and Eſteem in 
2 all Places where they ſhall come. 
. Caius Ceſar, Emperour, Dictator, and Conſul; taking in- 

e to his Confideration the Honour, the Friendſhip, and the 
4 o good Services of Hyrcanus, doth hereby, for the Benefit and 
4 Advantage of the Senate and People of Rome, grant unto 
« N Yyrcanus, the Son of Alexander, and to his Sons after him, 
ce by an Hereditary Right of Succeſſion, the Authority and 
«« Office of Princes and Prieſts of Jeruſalem, and of the whole 
& Nation of the Jews, to be by them exerciſed and enjoy'd, 
« in ſuch manner as their Anceſtors enjoy'd and exerciſed 
« the ſaid Dignities before them. 

Cain Ceſar, the th time Conſul, hath ordained and ap- 

& pointed that the City of Jeruſalem ſhall be Repair'd and For 

« tied: and that Hyrcanus the Prince and High-Prieft of 

3+ & the Jews, a and the Son of Alexander, ſhall have the Ad- 

373 6 miniſtration of the Government, with an Abatement E 
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the Duty every ſecond Year, of a Part of their Taæei, and an 
Exemption from Carriages, and other Tribute. 

« Cains Ceſar, Emperour, hath likewiſe Ordained that the 
Inhabitants of Jeruſaleni ſhall pay a Yeafly Tribute for it- 
ſelf and all its Dependencies, ſavitig only the City of 7oþ+ 
pd; with an Exemption of all Duty from the ſeventh Tear; 
which they call Sabatical, or the Year of Reſt in which 
they neither Sow, Plant, nor Reap, either Fruit or Grain. And 
it is his Pleaſure alſo, that the Jews in Sydon pay 4 Tri- 
bute of the fourth Part of their Fruits every ſecond Year 
for a Duty; beſide the Tenths to Hyrcanus and his Song, as 


they have pay'd formerly to their Predeceſſors. And flirther, 


that no Governours, Military Officers, or Embaſſadors, pre- 
ſume to raiſe any Soldiers, or impoſe any Charges upon 
the Lands of the Fews ; whether for Winter Quartets, or 
upon any other Pretext whatſoever ; but that they may hold 
all their Purchaſes, and Acquiſitions, peaceably, and quiet< 
ly, to themſelves without any Lett, or Moleftation what- 
ſoever. Tt is alſo our further Will and Pleaſure, that the 


City of Joppa, which the eus were poſſeſs'd of at their 


firſt Entrance into an Allyance with the Romani, remain 
under the Government of Hyrtanus the Son of Alen 
and his Famiiy, with all the Revenues, and Advantages ari- 
ſing from it, Whether upon Huſbandry, Port-Duties, Taxes 

Cuſtoms, Anchorage, Impoſitions upon Goods, andExportati- 
ons of Cari for Sydon, once in two Years, ſaving only the 
Sabbatical Tear, wherein (as is faid before) they neither 
Plough, Plunt, Sow, Keap, nor Gather. As to the Villages 
that Hyrcanus, and his Anceſtors formetly enjoy'd in the 
Great Plain, it is the Will of the Senate, that they continue 
to Hyrcanus and the Jews, in manner as before, and that 
tho ſame Laws and Cuſtoms be {till preſerved and exerciſed 
betwiat them and the Prie/ts; and all Advantages made 
good that had been formerly granted to them by the Senate” 
and the People of Rome ; the ſame Privileges extending e- 
ven to Lydda itſelf. - And whereas the Romans had formerly 
beſtow'd upon the Kings of Syria, and Cilicia, certain Lands 
and Eſtates in reſpect of an Allyance betwixt then, it is the 
Pleaſure of the Senute that they ſtill continue in the Poſſeſſi- 
on of yr anus the Prince of the cu. And farther ; that 
he himſel, his Son, and his Embaſſudors, ſhall have Places 
aſſigned them among the Senators, to ice the Gladiators, and 
other Publick Speftacles : And that upon any Occaſion of 


« applying themtelves to the Senate, the Dictator, or the Ma- 
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Senate ſhall come to any Reſolution upon the Matter.“ 


Caius Julius, the fourth Time Emperour, the fifth Time Con- 
ul, and Perpetual Dictator, makes this mention of Hyrcanus 


the Son of 9 the Prince and the High- Prieſt of the 


Jews. | 
0 Whereas, my Predeceſſors, as well in the Provinces as 


_ © in the Senate, have formerly born Witneſs to many ho— 


* nourable Reports on the behalf of the High-Pric/t Hyrcanus, 
and the Generality of the Jews, who have thereupon res 
« ceived the Thanks of the Senate and People of Rome, in Ac- 
© knowledgment of their Worth and Goodneſs: We look 
& upon thele friendly Offices and Reſ pects, as Obligations ne- 
ver to be forgotten; and upon our ſelves, as bound in the 
& Name of the Senate and People of Rome, to give Hyrcanus, 


4. his Family and Countrymen all poſſible Demonſtrations 
of the Senſe we have of their Amity and Eſtcem,” 


Caius Julius, Dictator aol Conſul, to the Magiſtracy, 


KSenate and Body of the Parians, . 


ay n Applicaridh hath been made unto us at Delos, 

by great Numbers of the Jews, from ſeveral 
e Quarters, complaining againſt you in the Hearing and Pre- 
* fence of your own Embaſſadors,. for barring the Jews the 


Liberty of their C:uxtry-Laws, and the free Enjoyment of 


& their Kites and Sacriices; they having likewiſe ſhew'd us 
the Inſtrument of Interdiction itſelf: Theſe are to let you 
« underſtand, that we will not ſuffer any ſuch unreaſonable 
4 Rigour to be practiced toward our Friends and Allies; but 
& our Pleaſure is, on the Contrary, that they be let alone in 
* the free and peaceable Enjoyment of their Cu/toms,Fe/tivals, 
& and Sacrifices ; being no more then the Allowance of a 
Privilege which they Enjoy in Rome itſelf: for in the Edict 
<« of Caius Ceſar, Conſul, prohibiting all publick Meetings, and, 
« Congregations in the City, the Fews alone were permitted 
% to Meet together; Feaſt and make Merry: And I my ſelf, 
< in another Caſe of Prohibition, Excepted the Fews likewiſe 
< out of that Reſtraint, and left them to their own Ways 
% and Manners. Wherefore if fo it be, that you have paſs'd 
& any Order to the Prejudice: of our Allies, in the Privileges 


< that we have thought fit to allow them, it is but juſt and 


, reafonable that you revoke, and make void any ſuch De- 
ce cree out of a Reſpect to us, and to them for our Sakes, as 


as they are our Friends and Aſſociates. 


. After 
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| After the Death of Cæſar, Marcus Automus, and Publius 


Dolobella, being then Conſuls, call'd a Senate, and gave an 


Audience to the Embaſſudors of Hyrcanus, upon the Subject- 
Matter of their Inſtructions and Deſires ; ſtruck-ap a New 
League with them, and came to a Reſolution, at laſt, in fa- 
vour of all their Demands. This Dolabella, having received 
Letters from Hyrcanus, took an Occaſion from thence to 
ſend Diſpatches all over Aſia, and particularly to Epheſus, 
the Metropolis of that Province, in Terms much to this Effect. 


The * Emperour Dolobella, to the Magiſtrates, Senate, 
and People of Epheſus, Greeting. 


* WW Hereas we are given to Underſtand by Alexander the 

| Son of Theodorus, and Embaſſador of Hyrcanus the 
« High-Prieſt and Prince of the eus, in the Name of the ſaid 
* Hyrcanus, that the eus, being ty'd-up by their Religion, 
* Laws and Conſtitutions of their Country, not to bear Arms, 


© Travel, or ſo much as provide themſelves Neceſſaries for 


Life, upon the Day af their Sabbaoth, are thereby render'd 
« incapable of attending the Duties and Services of the War: 
Ve do therefore Order and Appoint, according to what our 
« Predeceſſors have done before us in the ſame Caſe, that the 
&* faid eus be from this Time forward Exempted from alt 
* Military Charges, and permitted the Liberty of Meeting, 
* Worſhipping, and Sacrificing, according to their own'Rule 
„and Way. And hereof you are to cauſe due Notice to bg 
given thorough all the Cities of your Province. 

We find theſe Privileges granted to our People by Da- 
c lobetla, at the Inſtance of Hyrcanus : and Lucius Lentullus 
ce the Conſul pronouncing upon the whole Matter, in Form, 
that the Citizen- cus in Epheſus ſhould be allow'd the free 
« Exerciſe of their Religion; with an Immunity from all Of- 
« fices, and Impoſitions relating to the War. 

| * Given in Court the 18th Day of September.” 

We might produce ſeveral other imperial Reſolutions, and 

Decrees of Senate in favour of Hyrcanus and the Jeuiſb Nation, 


with Letters Recommendatory to the Governours of Cities and 


Provinces, upon the Subject of our Rights and Claims ; for 
which we can ſhew Authorities not to be doubted of by any 
equal and impartial Judge, in Juſtification of what we have. 
here deliver'd. The Proofs, in fine, of an amicable Under- 
ſtanding of ancient Date, betwixt us and the Romans, are ſo 
„„ firm 


K 


2 FThe Stile of Generals in thoſe Days. 


| Day, Up 


the friendly 
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firm r. that the Record of it is yet to be feen to this 


-tual Memory of that Allyance, It would be Time lolt to 
more particular i in a Caſe, where there are ſo many unde - 
miable Evidences extant in Confirmation of the Matter here 


exhibited ; ſo that I ſhall rather caſt myſelf upon what I have 
ſaid already for the Credit of what I could ſay further, then 


gire-out the Reader with a tedious Story for the clearing of 
a Thing that any itſelf, Wherefore let this ſuffice to ſhew 
orreſpondence that paſe'd in former Times be- 

wirt the Romans and the Jeus. 
There happen'd at or about this Time à deſperate Sediti- 
on in Syria, and it was upon this Occaſion. Cecilins Baſſiis, 


a Pompc;an, enter'd into a Plot upon the Life of Sextus Cz-' 
far Hę got him treacherouily murder'd, and immediately 


drew-out his Troops upon it, and took Poſſeſſion of the Pro- 
vince. This Uproar was follow'd with a bloody War upon 
the Borders of Apamia. The Cæſareans march'd againſt 
Baſſus with Horſe and Foot ; Antipater with his Sons join- 
ing them, in Honour to the Memory of his illuſtrious Pene- 


* or; Accounting himſelf bound both in Honour and Ju- 
Nice to take his Revenge upon the Murderer of fo generous 
a Friend. While the War was drawing-out at length, 
| © * Marcus ſets-pp for Succeſſor to Sexius; and in the mean 


time, Brutus and Calſius, with a Band of other Conſpirators, 
aſſaſſinated Cz/ar in the Senate Houſe, He had now been 
Three Years and a Half in his Government: As appears by 
the whole ent of Hiſtorians. 
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The Death of Cæſar was 2 by Civil War. Caſ- 
ſius enters into a Faction, and joins with Herod in 


. horrible Oppreſſions. People. as Tell as Places expoſed 
10 Sale. Malichus in a Plet againſt Antipater, and 
brings himſelf-off by a falſe Oath, 


q LOR the Death of Cæſar, the Senators 5 the leading, 
SITY Men of Rome fell preſently all to Pieces, in Parties, and 
; Faftigns ; e Man ſhifting and ſetting-up for himſelf, till 


the” 


-» By Marcus we ate io underſtand Marcus G i/prs : or otherwiſe te to 
read Mur car, as Mr. Spankin: cor jectures. To this Purpoſe, Sce Ca- 
Heubon's Excrcit. An. DCCVI. 5 


Brazen Tables and Pillars in the Capitol, in per- 
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is the Confuſion brake out into a Civil War, Caſſius got Poſ- 
— ſeſſion of the Army in Syria, which was then before Apama ; 
0 raiſed the Siege, and brought over Marcus and Baſſus into 
— his Iutereſi, took his Progreſs from Place to Place, picking- 


up Men, Money, and Arms more or leſs wherever he came, 
but oppreſſing Judæa above all the reſt, by an Impoſition 
of betwixt ſeven and eight Hundred Talents of Silver, In the 
Hurry of this Broil and Diſtraftion, Antipater committed the 
Care of Levying one Part of this Money to his Twa Sons, 
and the reſt of it to Malichus, (one that had no great Kind- 
neſs for him) together with ſome others. Herod, that was 
willing to oblige the Romans at other People's Coſt, begarp 
with the moſt acceptable Preſents to Caſſius, of the Contri- 
bution of Ga/li/ce, as the Firſt-fruits of his Service; but for 
ſeveral Cities under other Governours, they were expoſed - 
and ſold as by an Outcry, People, Places and all, te him 
that would give moſt ; as particularly the Cities of Gophna, , 
Emmaus, Lydda, and Thamna, where the Inhabitants, by 
Caſſius's Order were ſold by Auction: And he was fo exar 
ſperated againſt Malichus, upon this Occaſion, that if Hyrs 
canus had not pacify'd him with a Compoſition of a Hundred 
Talents out of his own Cofters, by the Hand of Antipater, 
it would have coſt Malichus his Life. So ſoon as Caſſius 
was gone off with his Treaſure, Malichus enter'd into 8 
Practice againſt the Perſon of Antipater, reckoning upon it 
that if he were once out of the Way, Hyrcanus would find 
himſelf more eaſy, and ſecure, in his Government. Antipater . 
had ſuch an Apprehenſion however of this Deſign upon him, 
that for Prevention-ſake, he forthwith paſs'd the River ore 
dan, and put himſelf in the Head of as many Fews and Ara- 
bians as he could get into a Body; but Malichus, who was 
a bold and a cunning Fellow, finding himſelf ſuſpected, went 
to Antipater and his Sons barefac'd, and without more ado 
clear'd himſelf of the Jealouly by the Dint of downright 
Perjury, Can any Body imagine, ſays he, that I ſhould be ſo 
arrant a Fool, as to entertain ſo much as the leaſt Thought of 
a Plot, or a Conſpiracy, when at the ſame Time Phaſael had. 
the Command of Jeruſalem, and Herod that of the Arms and 
Magazine? So that by this Impudence, failing of his main 
End, he made his Peace with Antipater. Marcus had at 
this Time the Government of Syria; who: coming afterward 
to hear of new Practices of Malichus in Judæa, had certain} 
ly put him to Death, if it had not been for the Interceſſion 
of Autipater on his Behalf. | ES 


ER ds. os of 


17 . . % 


L Jawisna Axxreurries. Book XIV. 


, CHAP. XIX 


Met "and Caſſius give Herod the Command of the 
Lower Syria. Malichus gets Antipater poiſon' d, but 
« forfwears 1 bloody Malice well diſſembled. 


Alban, good Nature in this Act of Tenderneſs, was 
# more then his Diſcretion; for, as it fell out, he ſav'd 
Malichus only to deſtroy himſelf. When Marcus and Caſſius 
had gotten an Army together, they gave Herod the Command 
Of it both by Sea and Land, and at the ſame Time made him 
Governour of the Cele-Syria, with a further Promiſe of the 
Kingdom of Judæu, fo ſoon as the War ſhould be over with 
Anthony, and the Teunger Cefar, (afterward Auguſtus) which 
they were then Engaged in. This Promotion of Herod put 
Malichus into ſuch an Apprehenſion and Jealouſy of Autipater, 
that he got him poiſon'd for a Sum of Money, by Hyrcanus's 
Butler one Day, at his Maſter's Table; and thereupon, with 


2 Guard of Soldiers about him, took Poſſeſſion of the City. 


This was the End of Antipater; a juſt, and a good Man, 


and a true Lover of his Country. Herod and Pha/ael reſent- 


ed this barbarous Practice upon the Perſon of their Father, 
' as they ought to do; but Malichus had the Confidence how- 
ever to forſwear all upon the Main, and ſtand upon his Juſtifi- 
cation. The two Brothers were both agreed i in the Determina- 
tion of a Revenge; but the Queſtion was, in what Manner to 
| bring it about. Herod was for doing of it at the Head of an 
Army; but Phaſael rather by Stratagem, and Surprize, for fear 
of embroiling the People in a Civil War : So that he carry'd 
it fair to Malichus, without diſcovering any Suſpicion he had 
of him for the Murder ; employing himſelf at the ſame Time 
upon the Erecting of an illuſtrious Monument to the Honour 
of his dead Father: Herod came about this Time to Samaria, 
and finding every Thing in great Diſorder, he made it his 
Bus'neſs to ſet Matters to Rights again, and to compoſe all 
Controverſies and Difputes among the Inhabitants, by a re- 
gular Courſe of Law and Juſtice. There came-on ſoon after 
this, a Solemn Feſtival at Feruſalem, upon which Occaſion, 
Herod advanced with his Army toward the City; where Ma- 
lichus in a Dread on the other hand, earneſlly prefs'd Hyrca- 
aus not to give him Admittance; who was accordingly pre- 
vail'd upon to refuſe him Entrance, upen a Pretext, that it 
4 8 be a 8 Prophanation 5 1 95 Religion to Communicate 
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in their Ceremonies and Worſhip with Strangers. But Herod 
made light of this Interdiftion, and got into the Town by 
Night. This Sur prize ſtartled Malichus but he had the 
Wit yet to ſtick to his Diſguiſe of Tears and Exclamations for 


the Loſs of his dear Friend Antipater; and at the ſame Time 


to provide a Guard underhand for the Security of his Per- 
ſon. Herod's Friends, under theſe Circumſtances, had no 
better Expedient then to encounter his Pretence of Sorrow 


and Afiiction on the one Hand with an artificial wn; 


of Friendihip and Confidence on the other. 
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CHAP. XX. 


Caſſius and Herod join, to revenge Antipater's Murder, 
Malichus flabb'd under a Catour of Friendſhp. 


HE character of Malichus was fo well known to Caf - 
| us, that he order'd Herod immediately upon the News 


of Antipater's Death, to revenge it upon the Head of the 


G privately commanding. the Troops alſo that were 


then at Tyre to his Aſſiſtance, Upon the taking of Laodi- 
cea afterward by Caſſius, and the People thronging to him 
with Money and Preſents, Herod made no doubt of an Op- 
portunity to gain his Point upon that Occaſion : But as 
Aalichus was upon the Way near Tyrus in Phenicia, his 
Heart miſgave him, and that Apprehenſion put him upon 
other Meaſures. He had a Son at that Time an Hoſtage in 
Tyre, and he thought with himſelf that if he could but ſteal 
him away into Judæa, the Jews might be tamper'd to a 
Revolt; and he himſclf take his Advantage, while Ca Hus 
was engag'd in a War with Anthony, to poſſeſs himſelf of 
the Goverament. The Project was bold, and well enough 


_ contrived ; if Herod's wonderful Sapacity and Precaution 


had not diſappointed it, by ſending out ſeveral Officers be- 
forchand to meet Malichus and his Train upon the Way, in 
their Arms, under a Pretext of inviting them to a Collati- 
on; Which they did accordingly, and falling upon him on 
the Sea-{ide of the Town, they there diſpatch'd him with 
their Daggers. The Horror and Surprize of this Action 
flruck Hyrcanus ſpeechleſs ; but upon coming a little to him- 
ſelf, and enquiring into Particulars, Herod put a ſhort End to 
his Curioſity, by telling him that it was all done by the Com- 


| h of Cafſi 2 2 Hyrcanus ſeemed highly to ap- 


prove 
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prove the Juſtice of the Vengeance ſor the Murder of Anti- 
pater, upon ſo lewd a Man, and ſo treacherous an Enemy 
to his Count. e . | 

Upon the Departure of Caius out of Syria, there follow'd 


great Troubles in Zudza. For Felix, with the Troops that 


were under his Command in Jeruſalem, made an Attack up- 


on Phaſacl : and the People betook themſelves to their Arms 
in his Defence. Herod, upon this, apply'd himſelf to Fabius, 


the Governour of Damaſcus, with a Deſign to aſſiſt his Bro- 
ther; but was prevented for the preſent by a Fit of Sickneſs, 
that put him out of Condition to ſerve him. Phaſae! however 


Had the good Fortune to do his Bus'neſs without him, and to 


farce Felix for Sanctuary into a ſtrong Hold, upon Terms: 
Phaſael reproaching Hyrcanus all this while with Ingratitude, 
to the higheſt Degree, in ſiding with his Enemy after ſo many 
Obligations as he had laid upon him; for the Brother of Ma- 
lichus had at that Time gotten ſeveral fortify'd Places into 
his Hand, and Maſada among the reſt, which was look'd 


upon as a Fort in a Manner impregnable; but Herod, upon 


his Recovery, took them all back again, and ſo diſmiſs'd 
him upon Articles of Agreement betwixt them. 
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T7. CHAP, XXI. 


Antigonus raiſes an Army, Herod's Tendernefs for 


the Tyrians. He (defeats Antigonus, and marries 
Mariamne. 


Ntigonus, the Son, of Ariſtobulus, a near Kinſman of 
Ptolemy Menneus ; and, for Affinity-ſake, by him a- 
dopted ; engaged Fabius for a Sum of Money to join with 
him in the drawing of an Army together, taking Marion al- 
ſo into his Aſſiſtance, who by the Favour of Caſſius had got- 
ten the Command of Tyre, and the Power of all Syria into 
his Hand; having ſettled ſeveral Garriſons there, and threein 
Gallilee itſelf, upon his own Borders: But Hered quickly re- 
duced theſe Places, treating the Tyrians that had the keep- 
ing of them, not only with fair Quarter, but with Reſpect, 
Tenderneſs, and even with Preſents too, for the Love he 
bare to the People themſelves. His next Bus'neſs was im- 
mediately to march-up to Antigone, whom he encounter'd, 
and defeated upon his very Entrance into Fadea ; and re- 
turning trumphant from thence to 7ery/alem, he was ne” | 
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ved by Hyrcanus, and the whale People, with all poſſible 
Inſtances of Honour and Eſteem ; For being now upon the 
Point of a Match with the Daughter of Alexander, the 
Son of Ariſtobulus, and of Alexandra the Daughter of Hyr- 
canus, Herod was conſider'd as a Branch of the Family; and 
the Marriage being conſummated ſoon after, he had by this 
Wife three Sons, and two Daughters: having had a formes, 
Wife of his own Country, whole Name was Doris, by. 


whom he had his eldeſt Son Anfipater, 


> — _——— 
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| CHAP. XXII 


Caſſius routed by Anthony and Auguſtus. Complaints, 
againſt Phaſael and Herod. Hyrcauus prefſes An- 
thony for Satisfation againſt Caſiius. Several Edicts 


in Favour of the Jews. 


* 
— 


Fter the Defeat of Caſſius at Philippi, by Aut bony and Au- 
guſtus, Ceſar went his Way into Gaul ; and Aatlony 

into Aſia, who was complimented wpon his March in Bithy- 
nia with Embaſſies and Applications from ſeveral Parts; and 
among others, he was encounter'd with Complaints and Ac- 
cuſations againſt Phafael and Herod, from many eminent 
Perſons among the eus, ſuggeſting, that Hyrcanus, though 
he had the Name of a Covernour, was in Effect, but a Mock-' 


Prince; for that the two Brothers had uſurp'd the Authority, 


and Adminiſtration, to' themſelves. Herod pleaded fo well 


for himſelf, and ſeconded his Reaſons with ſuch a Sum of 


Money, that his Adverſaries could not be fo much as heard 
againſt him. Upon Anthony's coming-up to Epheſus, Em- 
baſſadors were ſent from Hyrcangs the High-Prie/t, and the 
whole Body of the Jews, with a Crown of Gold, Supplicati- 
ens, and Preſents ; deſiring that their Countrymen that were 
carry'd away Priſoners by Caſſius, contrary to the Rules of 
War, might be ſet at Liberty, and their Lands reſtored to 
them, that had been wrongfully taken away; deſiring An- 
thony's Letters to the Provinces in their Favour, to this 
Purpoſe. Their Requeſt was found to be fo reaſonable, An- 
thony preſently granted their Petition, and wrote to Hyrga- 
nus, and to the eus, and likewiſe to the Tyrians, to this 
tfylowing Eſfech is; : 


* . 
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Marcus Antiochus, Emperour, to Hyrcanus the High -Prieſt, 
da nd Prince of the Jews; Greeting, Foy, and Health. 


| Wacreas we have received from Lyſimachus the Son of 
„ Pauſamas, Joſeph the Son of Mennœus, and Alexander 
te the Son of Theodorus, your Embaſſadors at Ephe/us, Freſh 
4 Aſſurances of the Continuance of yours, and your People's 
« Affection for us, according to what hath been formerly ex- 
e hibited to us at Rome In which Commiſſion, they have 
« faithfully, and worthily acquitted themſelves : And where- 
& as we are abundantly ſatisfyed in the Sincerity of your In- 
*© tentions,. and more from the Proof we have had of your 
cc good Faith, Piety, and Virtue, then by the Force of Words, 
& we do heartily agree to your Propoſals, and embrace your 
4 Friendſhip. Now ſince fo it is that the Enemies, both of 
< our ſelf, and of the People of Rome, have laid waſte and 
«& ravag'd the whole Country of Aſia, without any Regard to 
& Societies, Laws, or holy Places, Oaths, Promiſes or Con- 
« tracts, we have turned our Arms againſt theſe Violators of 
« all Duties, Sacred and Civil; not for any particular In- 
« tereſt of our own, but in Vindication of the common Cauſe 
« of Mankind. As in the Caſe of the horrid Murder of Cæſar: 
& a Villany fo black and hidous, that the Sun itſelf was 
«confounded at the Sight of it: The execrable 4/af/ins be- 
c took themſelves ſome of them at leaſt, into Macedonia, as 
4 if it had been to fight the old Quarrel againſt the gods o- 
« ver again there: ſuch was their outrageous Malice at the 


« Battle of Philippi; where having poſſeſſed themſelves of all 


ce the Faſtneſſes, and ſtrong Places, up to the very Sea, un- 
« der the Cover of almoſt impaſſable Mountains, they were 
* fo Poſted that there was only one Way open to come at 
« them : But theſe Difficulties notwithſtanding, Divine Juſtice 
“ gave us ſo entire a Victory over the ſacrilegious Rebels, that 
« we beat Brutus and Caſſius into the Town; where, finding 
« themſelves begirt, they both periſhed together. So that 
« having inflicted a juſt Vengeance upon the Heads of theſe 
*&. Monſters, we are now in hope to ſee peaceable Days again, 
« and Aſia, that looks like a Body already recovering out of 


* adeſperate Diſtemper by the Benefit of this Relief, deliver'd 
% finally from the Outrages of a devouring War. And it 


de ſhall be our Care likewiſe to provide that you and your 
« People may come-in for an ample Share in the Comfort of 
« ſo great a'Bleſling. To this end we have already diſpatch'd 


& away our Mandates from Place to Place, for the * 
* 


* 
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„ Diſcharge of all the cus, as well bond, as free, that had 


been expoſed to Sale, by Caſſius, or his Order: And it is 


1 our further Pleafure, that you ſhall quietly enjoy to your- 


« ſelves, and your Heirs, all the Graces, and Privileges un- 
« to you granted by myſelf and Dolobella, with an expreſs 
« Inhibition to the Tyrians, that they give you no Sort of 
« Moleſtation, and as poſitively commanding them to make 


«© full Reſtitution of all the Goods and Eſtates that had been 


© taken away from the Fews ;* declaring our Acceptance al- 
* ſo of the Crown you were pleaſed to ſend.“ꝰ 
Marcus Antonius, Emperour, to the Magiſtrates, Senate, ang 

People of Tyre; Greeting, | | 


* 
4 
Fa - 


o" WES we have been given to underſtand at Ephe- 


« ſus, by the Embaſſadors of Hyrcanus, the High- 
« Prieſt, and Prince of the Jews, that in the Time when 
«© our Enemies were in Poſſeſſion of this Province, you 
« enter'd upon the Lands of ſeveral of this People for your 


„ own Uſe: Be it now known unto you, that as we engag- 
« ed in this War for the Good of the Empire, and for the. 


«© Maintenance of Piety and Juſtice, againſt a Band of un- 
« grateful Rebels: So we do hereby Will and Require you, 
% not only to live in Peace and Amity with our Allies, but 


„ alſo to reſtore to the former Proprietors whatever you 
have of theirs that was taken from them by the Hands of 


our Enemies; who, as they had no Manner of Right 
* thereunto themſelves, by any Commiſſion, or Authority 
* from the Senate; ſo neither could they convey any Right 
«© to others, upon whom they pretended to beſtow it; 
* being only the mercenary Inſtruments of their Vio- 
« lence and Uſurpation. And now having brought our 
« Adverſaries to condign Puniſhment, we find it reaſonable 


“to re-eſtabliſh our Allies in the full and quiet Enjoyment 


«© of their Eſtates : Wherefore, if you have in your Hands 


at preſent any Lands or Eſtates formerly belonging to 
„ Hyrcanaus the Prince of the eus, which you came to be ſeiz- 


ed of in the Time, or under the Countenance of Caſſius's 
% unrighteous Invaſion ; it is our Will that they be forth- 


« with deliver'd-up to the Perſons from whom they were 
taken, without any Oppoſition, or Delay; and in Caſe of 


any Doubt or Difficulty that may ariſe upon the Equity of 
« the Matter, it ſhall be our Care when we come into thoſe 


Parts, to hear both Sides and to do indifferent Juſtice.” 


Mark 
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Mark Anthony, Emperor, to the Magiſtrates, Senate, and 
22, -* People of Tyre; Greeting. 


Have ſent you my Mandate, which you are to ſee care- 

& fully tranſcfib'd in Latin and Greek, arid expoſed 
upon a Table among your Records, in a publick Place 
e where all People may take Notice of it.” And again. 


Marcus Antonius, Emperor, and Triumvir, &c. as follows. 


Hereas Caius Caſſius, taking Advantage of our Trou- 
b bles and Diſtractions, brake-in with a Body of 
% 'vagabond Troops upon a Province where he had nothing at 
&« all to do, and without the leaſt Colour of any warranta- 
e ble Title or Pretenſion; ravaging and deſtroying the Coun- 
% try, and the whole Nation of the Jews, though our dear 

Friends and Allies; and*continuing thoſe Outrages, till by 

* our Arms we brought down the Pride and Infolence of theſs 
„ preſumptuous Uſurpers; it is our expreſs Will and Com- 

% mand now for the Reparation of all theſe Indignities (fo 

« far as in us lies) to Ordain and Appoint, that Reſtitution 

&. or Satisfaction be forthwith made to our Allies the Fews, 

« for whatſoever hath been forcibly taken from them, and 
the Perſons of all their Priſoners to be ſet at Liberty: And 

« we do likewiſe Require that this our Decree be punctually 
& obſerved, upon Pain of our utmoſt Difpleafure.” _ 

Anthony wrote to the ſame Purpoſe alſo to the People of 

Sydan, Antioch, and Arad, which we think reaſonable to give 


« N 


an Account of in this Place, to the End that Poſterity may 


know how great an Honour and Reſpec our Nation has re- 
ceived Time after Time from the State of Rome. 


- . * % s 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


Anthony's Encounter with Cleopatra. Heavy Complaints 
againſt Herod and Phaſael. 4 he Cauſe iry'd and 
Council heard. Anthony adviſes with Hyrcanus, 
The Ingratitude of Herod*s Accuſers. 


—_— 


A Men, paſſing after this, into Syria, was met and com- 
plemented by Cleopatra upon the Way, in Cilicia, where 


he fell deſperately in Love with her. Application was 3 
N OE | "ona 


bos 
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made to him by a Matter of a Hundred eminent Perſons of 
the firſt Quality of the Fews, with Complaints and Accuſa- 
and tions againſt Herod and Phaſacl ; bringing along with them a 
ſelect Choice of the beſt Speakers they had for their Advocates, 
Meſſala was of Counſel for the two Brothers, being likewiſe 
re- ſeconded by Hyrcanus, who was at this Time by Marriage bes 
fed come Father-in-Law to Herod. The Cauſe was try'd at 
ace ¶ Daphne ; where, upon a full Hearing of both Sides, Anthony 
put it to Hyrcanus, which of the two. was the beſt qualify'd 
| for the Office of a Governour ; who made Anſwer, that he 
VS, took Herd to be the more competent Adminiſtrator of the 
two. Anthony had ſo great a Tenderneſs and Reſpect for the 
u- | two young Men, upon the Score of paſt Kindneſs received 
of from their Father Autipater, who took him into his Proteſtion 
at when Gabinius made War upon Judæa, that he conferr'd up- 
a- on them both the Dignity of Tefrarchs, and committed Judæa 
* to their Care. He wrote ſeveral Letters alſo in their Favour, 
* and impriſon'd fifteen of the moſt violent of their Proſecutors 
y with a Reſolution to have put them all to Death, if Herod by 
- his Mediation had not diverted the Execution: But this Gene- 
= roſity of Herod's had no Effect at all upon the implacable Ma- 
ö lice of his Enemies; for they were no ſooner diſmiſs'd from 
- their Embaſſy, buf they enter'd into new Practices againſt the 
Life of their Preſerver, immediately upon their Return ; and 
drawing together ro the Number of a Thouſand Perſons of the 
Faction, they trouped away in a Body to Tyre to wait for 
Anthony's coming thither. But Herod and his Brother had al- 
ready made ſo powerful an Intereſt by the Force of Money and 
Preſents, that Anthony ſent his Orders to the Magiſtracy of 
the Place, to aſſiſt Herod in the Support of his Authority, 
and to do Juſtice upon the 7euiſh Embaſſadors, as a Parcel 
of ſeditious Innovators, that were in a Deſign to overturn 
the Government. But Herod gave yet a ſecond Inſtance of 
his Humanity and good Nature, in repairing to the Deputies 
as they were advancing up to the City, and adviſing them 
by all Means to withdraw themſelves in Time: Hyrcanus 
joining with Herod in the ſame Advice, and deſiring them 
to retire, for Fear of what Miſchief might befal them if they 
perſiſted in that Appeal : but theſe People, in contempt of 
all Counſels and Dangers, kept on their Way till they were 
ſet upon and overborn by Multitudes of both eus and In- 
habitants; great Numbers of them being kill'd and wound- 
ed, and the reſt diſpers'd, which put a final End to that 
Controverſy : not but that the common People went on with 
open-Mouth, exclaiming againſt Hered's Proceedings; w_ 
| irritate 
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irritated Anthony to that Degree, that he commanded all the 
Priſoners to be put to Death. - . 5 5 
In the Year fofowing, Pacorus the Son of the King of 
Parthia, and Barzapbarnes, a Prince of the Country, made 
themſelves Maſters of Syria, and Ptolemy Mennaus dying 


at the ame Time, his Son Ly/anias ſacceeded him, having 


contracted a particular Friendſhip with Antigonus the Son of 
Ariſtobulus, by the Means of Barzapharnes, who had very 
great Credit with him. | 


— 8 - * * * * 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Antigonus deals with the Parthians to depoſe Hyrtanus; 


aud to put Herod and his Brothers to Death. Paco- 
rus and Barzapharnes join againſt Judæa. The Tyri- 
ans deny Pacorus Entrance, The Jews of Mount 


Carmel ſide with Antigonus. A Cuard ſet upon the 


T Temple, and the Houſes fir'd over their Heads, Pa- 
' Corus betrays Phaſael. Barzapharnes charg'd with 
Treachery, but denies it. 


Niigentss contracted with the Parthians for a Thouſand Ta- 


* lents,and five Hundred Women, upon the depoſing of Hyr- 


canus, and receiving him for Governour in his Stead; and at 


the ſame Time put Herod to Death, and all his Party. The 
Sum agreed upon was not depoſited; but the Parthians how- 
ever enter'd upon the Undertaking, and marched with an 
Army againſt Fudea; Pacyrus, by the Way of the Coaſt, and 
Barzapharnes thorough the Inland. The Tyrians ſtood upon 
their Guard againſt Pacorus, and kept him out of the City ; 
but the People of Sidon and Ptolemais open'd their Gates and 
receiv'd him. He detach'd, upon this, a Party of Horſe upon 
the Scout, under the Command of the King's Cup-Bearer,whoſe 


Name alſo was Pacorus, to diſcover the State of the Country, 
and to ſecond Antigonus, if there ſhould be Occaſion. The 


Jews of Mount Carmel ſided with Antigonus, who fancy'd that 


by their Aſſiſtance he might make bimſelf Maſter of that Part 


of the Country which they call Drymi, and he was perſuaded 
by others alſo that came over to him, to puſh forward, even 
to Jeruſalem itſelf; which he did accordingly. by the Help of 
ſeveral ſtrong Enforcements that join'd him with a Reſolu- 
tion to attack Hcrod and Phaſacl in the Royal Palace: buſt 
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he {pile this was in Agitation, the two Brothers, with a confi» 
derable Body of their Friends and Party, fell, upon 2 in 
the Market - Place; and beating them from their Poſt, they 
le fled into the Temple. Herod clapt a Guard of Soldiers into 
3 | the adjoining Houſes, for the better Security of the Place: 
8 But the Multitude breaking violently-in upon them before they 
could be reliev'd, ſet Fire to the Buildings over their Heads, 
and burnt the Houſes to Aſhes, together with the Defendants, 
Soon after this Outrage, Herod had his Revenge in a Defeat he 
gave them with a very great Slaughter. They went ſkirmiſh» 
ing on from Day to Day till toward the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
which, Antigonus, and his Party expected with great Inipati- 
ence, becauſe of the mighty Confluence of People that reſort- 
ed thither upon that Solemnity. The Time being come, there 
: were ſeveral Thouſands gather'd together about the Temple x 
| Some with Arms; others, without; and the City as well as 
| the Temple crouded with them, all but the Palace; which 
Herod, with,a ſmall Party, maintained; the Charge of, the 
Walls and Outworks being committed to Phaſael. The Ene: 
my having poſted themſelves in the Suburbs, Herod made 3 
brave and a deſperate Sally upon them, herein he did great 
Execution; driving ſeveral Thouſands before him: ſome into 
the Temple, ſome into the City, and forcing others to take Sanc- 
tuary behind a Rampart that was there at Hand: Phaſael ac- 
quitting himſelf in this Action like a Man of Honour. Par 
corus, in the mean Time, at the Inſtance of Autigonus, with a 
ſmall Party, enter'd the City upon a Pretence to keep the 
People quiet, and put a ſtop to the Tumult; but with a De- 
ſign, in Truth, to advance Antigonus to the Government. Pha- 
ſael, after this, treated them with great Reſpect, both upon 
the Way, and at his own Palace, and Pacorus requited the Ci- 
vility with a Practice upon his Life, which was carry'd-on 
under Colour of an Embaſly to Barzapharnes which Fajacl, 
being a credulous Man, was eaſily prevail'd upon to under» 
take, though ſo much againſt Herod's Opinion, that he was 
_ abſolutely for cutting-off Pacorus, and the whole Crew that 
came along with him, to prevent a worſe Miſchief; being top 
well acquainted with the Faithleſſneſs of the barbarous People 
he had to do withal, to truſt them. But ſo it was however, 
that Hyrcanus and Phaſael put themſelves upon their Journey 
with Pacorus to conduct them, leaving a Guard of two Hun- 
dred Horſe with Herod, and ten of thoſe People that they 
call Freemen. Upon their Arrival at Gallilee, the Command- 
ers of the neighbouring Garriſons came out in their Arms to 
meet them, and none forwarder then Sarzapharnes, with fair 
| E:l | Words 


* 


382 Jewrsn ANT dort:. . Book XIV. 
$ Words and Preſents to bid them Welcome; though his Heart, 
upon the whole Matter, was falſe at the Bottom. Phaſae] 
and his Train were conducted to a Quarter upon the Sea-/7de ; 
where being given to underſtand that the Parihians were to 
Rave a Thouſand Talents, and five Hundred Namen, of Auligo- 
Aus, for this Piece of Service, he began to have an Apprehen- 
Mon of foul Play: over and above that he had Notice given 
Rim of a Deſign upon him that very Night; and that there 
"was a Guard of Soldiers in Readineſs to ſeize upon his Perſon, 
And the Plot had certainly been put in Execution, if they had 
Hot waited for the Intelligence of Herod's being ſecured at Fe. 
ruſalem by the Parthians, as it was concerted among them- 
elves, for if the other two had been taken up firft, Herod 
might have had Time enough, they thought, to give them the 
Slip, and ſhift for himſelf. The Information of this Contri- 
vance was quickly found to be true, by the coming: up of the 
Guards that were to do the Exploit. Upon this Diſcovery, 
feveral of Phaſael's People were at him immediately to take 
"Horſe and away; Ofilius eſpecially, who, by the Means of 
| Saramella, (one of the greateſt Men for Eſtate in all Syria 
had detected the Conſpiracy ; and living near the Sea, oer 
him the Convenience of Shipping to carry him off; but Pha. 
2e was too generous to abandon his Friends in their Diſtreſs: 
So that he choſe rather o go directly to Barzapharnes, and 
charge him Point black with the Indignity of ſo diſhonoura- 
ble a Practice. If Money, /ays he, be your Bus'neſs, Pha. 
* ſacl methinks ſhould be better able to gratify you that 
« Way then Antigonus ; beſide the ſcandalous Barbarity of 
* ſo horrid a Violence upon the Perfons of Embaſſadors, in 
£ Oppoſition to all the Laws of good Faith, Hoſpitality and 
% Nations.” The Barbarian forſwore the whole Matter 
from one End to the other. It was all but a Phancy, he 


o 


Taid, and ſo went his Way to Pacorus. 
| — — — — 
Hyrcanus and Phaſacl taken-up by the Parthians, A 
Plot upon Herod, who accuſes Pacorus. Alexandra 
abſolutely governs him. He makes his Eſcape, and 
builds Herodium, in Honour of his Victory there. He 
meets Joleph at Reſa, and goes hiniſelf to Petra. Je- 
ruſalem beſizg*d ; Mariſſa demoliſb d. Antigonus put 
22 Foſſeſſion of the Government, UN yreanus and Pha- 
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ſacl in Bonds. Phaſacl beats out his own Prins. 
The Greatneſs of Herod's Mind. He applies himſelf 
to Marcus, who orders him t6 leave dis Country. #2 
goes for Egypt, and then for Rome: He meets Sap- 
pinas and Piolemy at Rhodes, and tells Anthony his 
whole Story. | 


Bo 


N 4r2apharnes had no ſooner turn'd his Back,; but a Party of 

Z Soldiers took-up Hyrcanus and Phaſael withExclamations 
in their Mouths againſt ſo perjurious, and ſo barbarous a Prae- 
tice : An Eunuch being diſpatch'd away at the ſame Time 
alſo, for the Apprehenſion of Herod, if they could but in- 
yeigle him out of his Palace. But he had got ſuch an Inkling 
already of the Deſign they had upon him, and the interceps 
ting of his Correſpondence with his Brother, that away goes 
he preſently, to expoſtulate the Matter with Pacorus, and the 
leading Men of the Parthians ; who gave him for. Anſwer, 
that they knew nothing at all of the Bus'neſs, though in Truth 
Privy to the whole /ztrigue. They told him indeed, if he had 
any Doubt of his Brother's Welfare, he could not do better 
then to go out of Town with them to meet his Letters upon 
the Way, for fear of their falling into wrong Hands: But 
having heard ſo much of his Brother's ill Uſage, and being 


alſo confirm'd in his Suſpicion of the Parthians, by the Opini- 


on of Alexandra, the Daughter of Hyrcanus, a Woman of fin- 
gular Prudence, and whoſe Daughter he was to marry, Herod 
govern'd himſelf by her Caution and Advice, whatever the 
reſt ſaid to the contrary, Upon this Occaſion, the Parthia u 
laid their Heads together what Courſe to take, and gave the: 
ſelves Time till next Day to conſider of it; for they did not 
think fit to venture an Aſſault upon ſo great a Man as #ercd 
was, in the Face of the Sun; but Hered reflecting upon 


Diſtraction they were in, with the certain Knowledge he had 


of their perfidious Violence they had committed upon his Bro- 
ther ; (though the Parthians told him it was all falſe) and 
conſequently the deſperate Hazard of ſtaying any longet a- 
mong thoſe People, he bethought himſelf of giving them the 
Slip that very Night; and ſo taking the Opportunity of the 
Duſk of the Evening, he reſolved to attempt his Eſcape: He 


took along with him all the Troops he had about him; pro- 


vided Wagons, Horſes and other Beaſts of Carriage for the 
Women, and his Train, as his Mother, Siſter, and Hariam- 


ue, his contrafted Miſtreſs, the Daughter of 4l-xan1-r, and 
the Niece of Ari} obulus ; with his Spouſe's Mother, the Daurhe 
L112 : 
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ter of Hyrcanus the youngeſt Brother, and the reſt of his 
Company and Family; marching away all together toward 
Idumæa, and well advanced upon the Way before their E- 
nemies took Notice of ir. It was a Spectacle to make the 
moſt inſenſible Heart to bleed; the Sight of the poor Wo— 
men hurrying away with ſucking Children at their Breafts 
with Tears and Outcries, leaving their Country in Miſery, 
and their Friends in Bonds, and in an hourly Expectation of 
5 under the ſame Fate themſelves. 

But Herod ſtood as firm as a Rock all this while, againſt 
th uttermoſt Iniquities of a croſs Fortune, and did all that 
was poſſible to do, both by his Example, and by his Counſels, 
to keep- up the Hearts of his Companions. * He told them 
* that there was no Poſlibility of Safety, or any Thought of 
Life, but in Flight, encouraging them to hope the beſt, and 

© not to ruin themſelves by fruitleſs Lamentations and De- 
La A lpalrs; but rather bear up, and aſſiſt toward their own De- 

5 liverance.” Upon theſe Words, they took up a Reſolution 
becoming the Occaſion. There fell out, juſt upon this, an 
unlucky Accident by the overturning of a Wagon, which put 
his Mother in extreme Danger of her Life. This Diſaſter 
mnadefuch an Impreſſion upon Herod, partly out of a filial Ten- 
nerne for his Mother, and in part for fear of being overtaken 
hy the Advantage of this Stop, that he had certainly caſt him- 
Felf upon the Point of his own Sword, if his Friends about 
him had not laid hold of him, aud prevented it.“ For t5is, 
« they told him, would have been the ſacrificing of his Friends 
% to the Fury of his Enemies; neither was it the Part of a 
brave Man to indulge his own Particular to the Damage of 
% the Publick.” He was, in fine, betwixt Force and Shame, 
«brought to better Reaſon ; and thereupon, betook himſelf im- 
mediately to the Care of his Mother, by all Manner of good 
Offices that the Place and the Time would bear, proſecuting 
Bis Journey to the Caſtle of Maſſuda with all the Speed he 
could ; the Parthians preſſing upon him in his Paſſage, with 
whom he kad many Skirmiſhes, but {till got the better of it. 
Nay the very Jews were upon the Purſuit of him too; and 
coming: up with him when he was gotten a Matter of Three- 
ſcore Furlongs in his Way from 7eru/alem, they formally at- 
tack'd him, but were beaten back, and put to the Rout: and 
notwithſtanding this Hurry and Confuſion, the Fight was 
manag'd on Ferod's Part with all Exactneſs of Order and 
Dil cipline, When he came afterward to be King of Judea, 
he erected. a {nous Palace upon that Spot of Ground where 
» r tail this Victory, and huilt a Village near the _— 
Whic 
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which he called by the Name of Heredium. Coming after- 

wards to Neſa in /qumea, he was met by his Brother 7o/eph, 

and they two laid their Heads together, how they might eaſe 

themſelves of that vaſt Multitude of uſeleſs and ſuperfluous 
People that they had in their Train, over and above. their 
liſted Troops. The Caſtle of Maſſada that they pitch'd up- 
on for their Retreat, was too little for the whole Body : So 
that they diſmiſs'd a Matter of nine Thouſand of their Peo- 
ple to provide the beſt they could for themſelves up and 
down in 1dumea, with a Viaticum for their Entertainment, 


till they could find ſome Quarter to ſettle in. As for thoſe that 


were fit for Action, and his near Relations, *Hered took them 
2long with him into the Caſtle, where he diſpos'd of the 


Women and their Families to the Number of about eight 


Hundred Perſons ; and fo leaving them a competent Provi- 
ſion of Meal, Water, and all other Neceſſaries, he haſten'd 


| away to Petra, the Capital City of Arabia. 


By Break of Day the Parthians made Spoil of all that He- 
rod had left in Feruſalem, as well in the City as the Palace, 
ſaving only three Hundred Talents in Caſh, of Hyrcanus's, 
which they left behind them untouch'd, and divers conſide- 
rable Pieces of Herod's too, beſide what Goods and Trea- 
ſure he had tranſported beforehand into 1dumea, to be out 
of Harms-way, And the Parthians were not content nei- 
ther with the Wealth and Plunder of the City, without de- 
populating the Country alſo ; beſide the laying of Maria, 
2 Place of great Riches and Strength, in Rubbiſh, 

Antigonus being now put into the Poſſeſſion of the Govern- 
ment by the King of Parthia, Hyrcanus and Phaſacl were de- 
liver'd-up to him in Bonds. But the 'fcape of the Women was 
yet a great Diſappointment to him; for the Parthians were 
by Contract to receive the Women with the Money. Hyrcanus 
being at this Time a Priſoner, Artigonus order'd both his 
Ears to be cut-off, deſigning by that Maim to put him into 
a legal Incapacity for the Honour of the Pontificat : Not 
knowing but that a popular Faction ſome Time or other, in 
a Freak, might otherwiſe reſtore him to the Government. 
But there was nothing greater in this extraordinary Junc- 
ture, then in the generous Magnanimity of Phaſael ; who, when 
he found that he was certainly to die, was not ſo much trou- 
bled at the Death itſelf, as at the reproach ful Circumſtances 
of lying at the Will and Pleaſure of an inſulting Enemy. 


Finding himſelf in this Extremity, and his Hands ſo mana- 


cled, that there was no Execution tc be done that Way, he 
deat out his Brains againſt a Stone-Wall; accounting it much 
e e | more 
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nore honourable to act that Violenee upon himſelf, then to 
fuffer the fame Thing by the Hand of another. Some will 


have it that the or hc was not mortal, and that the Sur- 
props appointed by Antigonus, under Pretence of aſſiſting 


* ere in Truth to diſpatch him; and that they dreſs'd | 


ound with Poiſons inſtead of Remedies. He liv'd 
5 enough however, to underſtand that his Brother Herod 
was at that Time ſafe, and out of the Hands of his Adver- 
ſaries, which made his Death welcome and eaſy to him, in 
the Satisfaction of leaving one behind him, that would a- 
venge his Blood upon the Heads of his Adverſaries. | 
Hlerod, after all this, was ſo far from ſinking, either in his 
Courage, or in his Preſence of Mind, though ſurrounded with 
almoſt inſuperable Misfortunes, that his Reſolution, and his 
Senſe of Things, ſeemed rather the ſtranger, and the ſharper, 
for the Difficulties he had to encounter. His firſt Applica- 
tion was to Melchus the King pf Arabia, to borrow a Sum of 
Money of him now in his Diſtreſs, either upon Credit and Con- 
fideration, or elſe upon tbe Score of Humanity and Bounty; 
not doubting of a fair and friendly Return from a Prince 
that was already indebted to him for many ſignal Obligati- 
ons. Now he had heard nothing as yet of the Death of his 
Brother ; and his preſent Bus'neſs was to provide himſelf with 
three Hundred Talents for his immediate Ranſom, taking a 


Son of Phaſael's, of about ſeven Years old, along with him, 


as a Pawn to the Arabians for the Security of their Money. 
Upon this Point of Time, there came Meſſengers from Mal. 
ehus with Orders to Herod to depart the Country, for the Par- 
thians were abſolutely againſt the Receiving of him. His An- 
Wer Was, that he did not come to be either a Trouble, or a 
Charge to any Body, but only to treat about ſome important 
Affairs of his own. The Courſneſs of this Uſage was look'd 
PÞpon to be only a Trick of ſome of the great Ones, to avoid 
the Payment of a juſt Debt, and to cozen Herod of the Trea- 
fore that Antipater had depoſited in their Hands. 
Herod, upon bethinking himſelf, found it his beſt Courſe 
to be gone, how unfatisfy'd ſvever with the Indignities they 
put upon him: So away he went toward #27157, taking a 
certain Temple in his Way, where he had left ſcveral of his 
Company. He yas told next Day at Rhynocura of the Death 
of his Brother. Milchus was by this Time oecome ſenſible of 
bis Ingratitude, and haſten'd all he could after Herod, to make 
him ſome amends, but could not overtake him; For he was 
gone a great Way before toward Peluſrum ; and when he came 
hither, ye Ship that was Opn lor ee, ia, would not 
take 
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take him · in: Whereupon he diſcoursꝰd the Magiſtrates of the 
Place, who, out of a Reverence t6 the Dignity of his former 
Character, conducted him with great Reſpect into the City, 


where he was generouſly entertain'd by Cleopatra, and not 
without earneſt Invitations to make a longer Stay there : bur 


his Heart was ſo ſet upon going to Reme, that neither Clecpa- 
tra's Entreaties, nor the Difficulties of a Winter-Voyage, not 
the general Talk of Troubles at that Time in Italy, nor all 
this together, was ſufficient to divert him from his Purpoſe. 


He went a-board, in fine, for Pamphylia, and after fo ters 


rible a Tempeſt that the Mariners were forc'd to caſt their 


Goods and Baggage over-board, to ſave their Veſſel : with . 


much ado at laſt he got ſafe to Rhodes, where he had the good 


Hap to meet with Sappinas and Ptolemy. He found the Town. - 
ſo miſerably harraſs'd by the War with Caſſius, that he cons | 
tributed out of the ſmall Remainder of his Fortune, more then 


in Truth he could well ſpare, toward the Repair of the Ruins, 
Here he took Shipping with his Friends for /taly, taking Breuns 
duſium in his Way, and from thence to Rome, where he was 
no ſooner arriv'd, but he gave Anthony an Account of all his 
Adventures in Judæa the Se iſure, and the Murder of his Bro- 
ther Phaſael by the Parthians ; Hyrcanus at that Time a Pri- 
fener, and a Contract of a Thouſand Talents, and five Hun- 
dred Women to be pick'd and choſen out of his own Family, 
to be made good to the Parthians upon the advancing of Au- 
tigonus to the Government. As for the Women, ſays he to 
Anthony, I made a hard Shift to get them away by Night 


out of all Danger, for the preſent into a Place where they 


are ſince beſieged, and in hourly Expectation of falling into 
the Hands of the Enemy. This is the Truth of the Matter 
and I have now broken thorough all Hardſhips and Hazards, 
both at Sea and at Land, to lay the State of our Affairs be- 
fore you, and to implore your Aſſiſtance and Support. 


— — 


— 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Herod in great Favour with Auguſtus and Anthony; 
choſen King of Judza; and conducted by Anthony and 
Cæſar to the e Antigonus preſſes hard upon 
Maſſada. Ventidius ſqueezes Money out of him. 


| T HE fad Story of Herod's Adventures gave Anthony a com- 


Paſſionate Tenderneſs for him; and nor without juſt 


Rellections neither, how ſoon it might come to be his own 
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 Gaſe, conſidering the Power and Unſteadineſs of Fortune in 
raiſing by and caſting down. He call'd to mind alſo the 
good: Offices he had formerly received from Antipater He- 
rod's' Father, and the ancient Friendſhip that had paſs'd be- 
ewixt them ; not forgetting, at the ſame Time, the Sum of 
Money he was to haye, upon his advancing Herod to be 
- King, as he had before made him a Tetrarch. This was all 
min Hered's Favour ; but the Thing that ſtruck the main 


Stroke at laſt, was the Averſion he had for _—_—_— whom 


he look'd upon as a buſy, turbulent Spirit, and a profeſs'd 
Enemy to Rome - So that even out of a Spite to Antigonus, 
he reſolved to befriend Hered all he could. Auguſtus went 


Hand in Hand alſo with Anthony in the promoting of He- 


rod's Pretenſion and Requeſt, partly upon the Score of Ac- 
knowledgment for former Services, and partly for old Ac- 
_ quaintance-ſake betwixt the two Families; for his Father and 
HAntipater had been Fellow-Soldiers in Zgypt together: over 
and above the Deſire he had to gratify Anthony himſelf in 
the Perſon of his Friend. The Matter was ſoon after brought 
before the Senate, where Meſſala and Atratenus preſented 
Herod with a ſingular Recommendation of him to their Kind- 
neſs and Eſteem, upon the Account, both of his own, and 
of his Father's Services and good Aﬀettions to the State of 
Rome reproaching Antigonus an the other Side, as a pub- 
lick Enemy, not only for paſt Miſdemeanours, but for his 
late Acceptance of the Government from the Hands of the 
Parthians, in Contempt of the Romans. When this Ha- 
rangue had put the Senate, in a Heat, Anthony laid hold of 
the Occaſion, and gave his Opinion, that conſidering the 
State of the preſent War with the Parthians, they could not 
do better then to conſtitute Herod King of Fudea and the 
Mc tion paſs'd the Aſſembly, without any Oppolition. The 
Honour was illuſtrious in itſelf.; Herod's Obligation to An- 
thony in the procuring of it, was much the more valuable 
fr being conferr'd upon him, not only beyond his Hope 
and Expectation, but likewiſe beſide the Method and Mea» 
ſure of ordinary Practice; for the Romans did not uſe to be- 
ſtow Royal Dignities, but upon the Branches of Royal Fa- 
milies. Neither did his very Ambition aſpire to any Thing 
more then to beg it for Alexander, the Brother of Mariam- 
ne, the Nephew of 4ri//chulus by the Father's Side, and of 


 Eyrcanus by the Mother's; whom he cauſed afterward to be : 


ut to Death, as will be ſcen in its proper Place. This 
great Work was but ſeven Days a-doing, and Herod dll. 
& patch'd away out of ap with his Royal Commiſion: *. 


- 


- 


: Upon 


IV. | Book XIV. Jzwisn Antiquities. 


M 
K. % 
. . 


39g + 
Upon the breaking-up of the Senate, Anthony and Cz/qr 
took Hercd out betwixt them, accompany'd with the Conſuls 
and the Senators, who conducted him to the Capitol, where 
they were to ſacrifice in Form, and to depoſite the Senatus-- 
Con/ulta or their Decrees. Anthony gratulated the neu King. 
upon his Acceſſion to his Authority with a moſt magnificent 
Treat. Upon the firſt Day of his Reign, in the Olympiad. 
one Hundred eighty four: C. Domitius Calvinus, (now the 
ſecond Time) and C. Aſinius Pollio, Conſuls. 76 
In this Interim of Hered's Abſence, Antigonus preſs'd hard 
upon his Friends in the Caſtle of Maſſuda, where they had 
. of all Sorts of Proviſions; fave only of Vater, which: 
they wanted to ſuch a Degree, that Fo/eph, with a Party of 
two Hundred choice-Men, had taken a Reſolution : to. ſally 
out of the Town, and attempt the forcing their Way tho=! 


rough the Enemy to get to the Arabians; being well informed 


that Male his had heartily repented himſelf of the Inhoſpualis, 
ty of his late Behaviour toward Herod : But in this Nick of Time 


there fell ſo prodigious a Shower of Rain, that it fill'd all their 


Ciſterns, and Receptacles for Water ; and upon this Supplyg 
they ſtood to their Defence, without any further Thoughts. 
of quitting the Place. The wonderful Providence of this Ree; 
lief animated the Beſieged to that Degree, that not a Day or 
a Night paſs'd without a ſucceſsful Sally upon the Enemy. 

While this was a-doing, Ventidius, a Roman General, drove 
the Parthians out of Syria, and went afterward into Juda, 
under Pretence of a Deſign to help J7eſepb, but in Truth 


to ſqueeze Money out of Autigonus; which he did abun- 


dantly upon drawing his Troops toward Ferufalem : And: 
having gain'd his Point, he carry'd the greater Part of them 
off again; leaving only a ſmall Remainder under the Com- 
mand of Silo, for the better Colour of the Cheat; for Anti- 
gonus was forced to come to a Compoſition with him too, 
for Fear he might be troubleſome before the Arrival of the. 


| Parthians, whom he expected to come-up to his Succour. 


C HAP. XXVII. N : 
Herod marches tqward Antigonus. Silo and Ventidius 

aſſiſt Herod, Silo a Penſioner to Antigonus. Herod 

marches towards Joppa ; reſcues Silo; rates Joppa, 
and relieves Maſſada, He takes Reſa and marches 
towards Jeruſalem, An Act of Grace gffer'd. Herod 
e e e nenen 
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reprosc Bd for his Family. The Soldiers Mutiny. He- 
rod guiets tbem, and marches to Jericho, The Ro- 


mans ie the City, Herod ſends Joſeph into Idumæa. 


The Rabbers ſcatter'd, and Gallilee reduc' d. Pheroras 
reparrs* Alexandrion. Silo joins Herod, Execution 
none upon the Thieves. An old Man kills him ſelf, his 
M and his Children, rather than accept of an Am- 
neſty. Ptolemy has the Government; and Herod 
' marches for Samaria. he Death of Ptolemy. The 
. Parthians overthrown. TJhe Cruelty of Mach zras to 
te Jews. Herod offended at it. He leaves the Ar- 
iy to his Brother Joſeph, and repairs to An hony be- 
re Samoſata; who receives bim very honourably, 
"Adtigonus gives up the Place, Anthony leaves bis 
Army to Soſius, and goes for Egypt. Joſeph cut to 
Vece. Machæras fortiſes Gath. Gallilee revolts. 
HFHerod's foreboding Dreams. He is preſerv'd at Jeri- 
ho by a ſtrange Frovidence. He defeats Pap pus. 
A Surpriſe in the Bath. He lays Siege to Icruſalem. 


No vas now eome back again out of Italy, as far as Pto- 
** "Temats, with a conſiderable Body, both of Auxiliaries, 
and of his on People, and upon his March by the Way of 
Gallilee toward Antigonus. Silo and Ventidius had Orders 
brought them alſo from Anthony by Gelizus, to aſſiſt Herod in 
the taking Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom. But ſo it fell out, that 
Ventidius was at that Time taken- up in quieting the Tumults, 
that an Incurſion of the Parthians had raiſed in ſeveral of the 
Cities: But Silo was in Judœn, and a Penſioner to Autigonus. 
Herod's Army gather'd however in the Rolling, and encreaſed 


mightily upon the March. Gallilee was in a Manner wholly 


for him. The Thing he was the moſt intent upon in the firſt 
Place, was the Raiſing of the Siege of Maſſada, to ſet his 
Friends and Relations at Liberty, that were coopt- up there. 
But Joppa was a Block in his Way, and would be ſuch a 
Check upon him in his Advance to Jeruſalem, that there was 
no leaving ſo ſtrong a Place behind him. S, upon this, 
march'd off; and the Fews plying him cloſe in the Rear, He- 
rod, charg'd<in upon them with a ſmall Party; routed them, 
and brought off Silo when he was juſt falling into their Hands, 


Herod, aſter this, made himſelf Maſter of Joppa, and ſo imme- 


gaatcly away to the Relief of his Friends in Maſſuda, where im 
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People came over to him, in abundance; ſome fof his Father's 


Sake; others for his own; fome again out of a Senſe of the 
Obligations they had to both; but the Generality, out of the 


Hope they had to ingratiate themſelves with the new King, 


Antigonus, in the mean Time, laid ſeveral Ambuſhes and 
Traps for him in his Way, though with little Effect; for He» 
rod, ſo ſoon as ever he had rais'd the Siege of Maſſada relievs 
ed his Friends, and taking the Caſtle of Re/a, he advanced div 
rectly toward Jeruſalem with $i/9*s Troops, and a great Num- 
ber of Citizens that ſtood in awe of his Power, to attend him 
He encamped with his Army upon the Weſt Quarter of the 
Town, where the Defendants gall'd him all that was poſkble 
with Arrows, Darts, and ſtrong Salleys : Herod, in the mean 
while, making Proclamation in Form, by his Herald from 
Place to Place round the Walls of the Town, that he had 


no other Ead in that Enterprize then the publick Good, and 
the Welfare of the City; Nay, that he was ſo far from cone 


triving, or deſigning them any Miſchief, that he was ready ta 
grant them an Indemnity and Oblivion, without Exception 
to any Perſon whatſoever, let the Crime or Indignity have 


been never ſo ſpiteful and notorious. Antigonus made Ants 


ſwer, (addreſſing himſelf to Silo, and to the Roman Salthzers;) 
that it was a very unjuſt, and an unreaſonable Thing to pres 


tend the ſetting of Herod upon the Throne, a private Man, ausn 


an Idumæan : That is to fay, but half a Few, neither; which 
was a Practice directly againſt the Law and Rightof Suceeſſi- 
on that was cuſtomary among them. If they took any Offence 
at his receiving the Crown from the Hands of the Parthiansg 
and for that Reaſon thought fit to depoſe him from the Dig» 
nity, there were others, he told them, of the Royal and Sa- 
cerdotal Line, and Perſons that had deſerved every jot as well 
from the Romans, and had as fair a Title to the Govern- 


ment; and it would be a great Iniquity to deprive them of 


it. This Conteſt betwixt Herod and Antigonus grew ſo hot, 


that they came at laſt to angry and foul Words: Inſomuch 


that Antigonus commanded his Men to force the Enemy off 
from the Walls; and they ply'd them ſo hard with their Darts 
and Arrows, that they were driven to retire. It was no longer 


any doubt after this, but that Silo was corrupted ; for he had 


ſo tamper'd divers of his familiar Acquaintance among the 
Soldiers, that they brake out into Clamours, for Monies and 
Proviſions; and into Outcries for more Commedious Win- 
ter-Quarters: for Antigonus, they ſaid; had made ſuch Ha- 
yock up and down in the Country thereabouts, that there 
was no living upon it. This mutinous Extravaganee put the 
1 s 1 Army 
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Army Into ſuch'a Diſtemper, that the Soldiers were ready to 
fay down their Arms and be gone ; but Herod, on the other 
Hand, made uſe of the Authority of Cz/ar, Anthony, and the 
Senate, by whoſe Commiſſon he was now come thither, and 
encourag'd both Officers and Soldiers to ſtand their Ground, 
and maintain their Station; and to depend upon him, that 
they ſhould want nothing that they themſelves could deſire 
for their Entertainment and Satisfaction. Immediately upon 
this, he ſent out his Commiſſaries to provide them all Neceſ- 
_ faries, and left Silo no further Pretence of Murmur, or Com- 
plaint; for they were preſently ſupply'd with vaſt Quantities 
of Proviſions beyond Imagination: Herd, having order'd his 
Friends at Samara to lay up Stores of Corn, Wine, Oyl, Cattle, 
and all other Neceſſaries at 7erichs, and from thence to ſup- 
ply the Army. Antigenus took the Matter right, and preſent- 
Iy diſpatch'd away Parties up and down the Fields and the Paſ- 
ſes, to Way- lay, and intercept the Forages; who according to 
their Orders, diſpos'd of their Detatchments about Jericho, 
and the Crags of the Mountains, where they were very careful 
to watch the Convoys. Herod, on the other Side, was as care- 
ful on his Part, and with ten Companies; one half, Romans, 
the other, cus; together with a Body of Mercenaries, and 
ſome few Troops of Horſe, he marched ſtreight forward to 
. where he found the Town abandon'd; and five 
Hundred of the Inhabitants, with their Families, fled to the 
Mountains; which he took, and diſcharg'd again. The Ro- 
mans rifled the City, and the Booty, in Money, Jewels, and 
other precious Goods and Furniture, amounted to an ineſti- 
mable Value. The King left a Garriſon in the Place, and 
went his Way back again; aſſigning his Army their Quar- 
ters in his new Conqueſts, as Idumæa, Gallilee and Samaria 
Antigonus prevailing alſo with Silo, by the Force of Money, 
that Part of the Roman Army might be quarter d in Lydda ; 
which was done to make a Friend of Anthony. So that the 
Romans were now at Eaſe, and in both Peace and Plenty. 
But Herod, that could not ly idle, ſent away at this Time 
his Brother 7o/eph into Idumæa, with a Thouſand Foot, and four 
Hundred Horſe, and went himſelf to Samaria, where he pro- 
<vided for his Mother, and the reſt of his Kindred that he 
brought from Maſſada, and ſo march'd for Gallileę to; take-in 
ſome Garriſons, which were then in the Poſſeſſioh of Antigo- 
nus: coming-up to Sephoris in a deep Snow, he found the 
Place wholly abandan'd, and Proviſions in it of all Sorts, and 
in great Plenty. The Country thereabouts not far from Arbela, 
being vexatiouſly infeſted. with Rabbers, that from the Faſt- 


neſſes 


Book XIV. Jzwisn AnTiQUITIES» I 
neſſes of the Mountains terribly annoy'd the Neighbourhood, 


Herod commanded out a Squadron of Horſe, and three Com- 


panies of Foot, to ferret them out of their hiding Places. 


Some forty Days after this Detatchment, he marched againſt 
them with his whole Army: whereupon they drew ut, and 
made ſo brave a Charge upon him, that Herod's Left-Wing 

ave Way; till, upon a victorious Reinforcement, with Hes, 
rod himſelf in the Head of it, he brought his own Men on 


again, and put their Adverſaries to a total Rout, purſuing 


the Victory as far as the River Jordan. This Overthrow 
brought all Gallilee over to Herod in Time, ſaving only 


thoſe that ſhelter'd themſelves in the Receſſes of the Mountains. 


The Work being now over, Herod order'd the common Sol- 
diers a Hundred and fifty Drachma's a Man for a Reward, 
and the Officers more in Proportion; and after this Donativeg 


they were all diſmiſs'd to their Winter-Stations. Silo, and his 
Officers, that had been hitherto Billetted upon Antigone; = 
gave Herod to underſtand, that he did not only refuſe to Ie 
low them more then one Months Entertainment, but ſent 
likewiſe up and down to the Neighbours every where there». 


abouts, to be gone with what they had up to the Mountains, 
and to clear the Country of all Manner of Neceſſaries for Life, 
to ſtarve the Romans out of their Quartets: But Herod pres 


vented this Miſchief by committing the Charge of providing 
for the Army to his younger Brother Pheroras,” with Orders 


alſo to repair the Fort of Hlexandrion, which lay then in 
Ruins; in both which Commiſſions he acquitted himſelf Ef- 
feftually, and much to his Reputation. | Is 

Anthony was now at Athens, and Ventidius in Syria, where 
he order'd Silo to join him with the Auxiliary Troops of the 
Parthians, but ſtill to aſſiſt Herod in the firſt Place, if there 
ſhould be Occaſion. Herod however ſent away Silo and his 
People to Ventidius, and marched himſelf againſt the Rovers 


that lay lurking in their hiding Holes up and down the Hills. 


The Rocks were ſo ſteep and craggy, and the Paſſes ſo 
ſtreight, that it was almoſt impoſſible to come at them; and 
theſe Caves ſerv'd them and their Families, both for their Re- 
treat and their Habitations. The King upon the View of the 
Place, finding that there was no Good to be done by Scaling 
from below, or by Creeping, or Stealing down upon them 
from above, made uſe of this Invention. He cauſed ſeveral 
Cheſts to be fram'd, and ſo let down by a Machine, with 
Iron- Chains, from the Top of the Hills, and theſe Caſes to be 
fill'd witk Soldiers, Lances, Darts, Hooks, and other Arms, 
either by Attack to deſtroy them in their Deas, or to draw 


them 
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them out, and caſt them down headlong, as the Cafe ſhould 
require. This was a bold, and almoſt a deſperate Experi- 
ment, conſidering the horrid Depth of the Precipice ; beſide 
Manner of Neceſlaries, One of theſe Boxes being let down 
Juſt She Entrance into a Cavern, and not a Man of them 


. that they were victuall'd and provided in their Cells with all 


| | | dating to ſhew his Head out of the Vault, a Soldier ſtaried-up 
= With his Sword and Buckler, and catching hold with both 
E | Hands, of the Chain that upheld the Coffer, he ſlipt down 
into the Cavity of the Rock, out of an Impatience to wait 
== ay longer for their coming out. In one of theſe Keceſles, 
Willed ſeveral with his Darts, and pluck'd others out 
ae With his Hooks, here he met with any Reſiſtar ce, and threw 
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Haig hold of that Act of Grace, 


Manner ag before; only their Bodies were more expos'd, and 
_ putting Fire to the Combuſtible Matter they had in the Caves, 
ell in a Flame, and ſmother'd their Adverſaries in 
Holes. There. was among the reſt an old Man, with 
Wife and ſeven Sons, begging leave of him in that hope- 
leſs Extremity, to deliver-up themſelves to the Enemy: The 
Man planting himſelf at the Mouth of the Cavern, ſtabb'd 
them one after another, every Creature of them as they at- 
tempted to paſs by him, and the Woman laſt of all; caſt- 
ing their Bodies down the Precipice, and himſelf after them; 
chuſing rather to loſe his Life then his Liberty, but not with- 
dut ſcandalous Reflections upon Herod for the Meanneſs of 
his Extraction, though this Prince at the ſame Time gave him 
gl] the Aſſurances of Clemency, and Mercy, that could be gi: 
ven by Signs and Geſtures at a Diſtance, if he would but 
have accepted of the Pardon. This was the End, in ſhort; 
of this War betwixt Herod and theſe Rovers. Tj 
This Adventure being now over, and the Government of 
that Quarter given to Prokemy, Herod marched away with i 
Hundred Horſe and three Thouſand Foot into Samaria, with a 
Deſign to bring Antigonus to a decifive Battle; but Ptolemy's 
Gammand prov'd fatal to him, for he was ſet upon and ſlain 
by a gu of thoſe Faople that had formetly put Callilee in 


Diſorder. 
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On the Day following, they ply'd the Attack in the ſame 


dealt withal, and tamper'd by Antigonus, was ablolutely 
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' Diſorder. Upon the committing of this Qutrages he be- 


took themſelves to the Bogs, Craigs, and ather Places Gf. 
ficult Acceſs, for Refuge, and from thence they robb d and 
ravag'd the whole Country, as they ſaw their Qpportunity z 
But Herod, at his con back, made them pay dear for 
their Purchaſe; for ſome he kill'd; others he feed out of 
their ſtrong Holds, and put to the Torture ; demoliſhing all 


their Caſtles and Fortifications; and when he had rid his 


Hands of the moſt conſiderable of his Enemies, he ſet a Fing 


of a Hundred Talents upon the Cities that wer e ſuſpected W -; 


favour them. en 
The Parthians having by this Time received a great Overe 
throw, with the Loſs of their King Pacorus in the Battle ; 
Pentidius, according to his Inſtructions and Orders from An. 
thony, ſent away Macheras to Herod with an Egforcemen 
df two Legions, and a Thouſand Horſe : who having been 


or 
going to bim, under a Pretext of giving Intelligence, a 
making Diſcoveries : notwithſtanding that Herod was utter 
againſt it, and fo he went his Way; but finding upon his Apr 
proach, that Antigonus was ſo far from truſting him, or admike 
ting him, that he order'd his People to keep him off wi 
Slings and Darts, this gave him ſufficiently to will 
that Hered was in the Right when he diſſuaded 
himſelf in a great Miſtake for not complying with his Advice, 
Hereupon he returned to the City Emmaus, ina furious Rage, 
putting all the Zews to the Sword that he found in the Wa 
without Diſtinction of either Friend or Foe. Herod was 0 
irritated at this barbarous Way of Proceeding, that he went 
away preſently to Samaria, with a Reſolution to inform An- 


thony of this Outrage, and give him to underſtand that he was- 


in Condition good enough himſelf to deal with Antigonus 
without need of any ſuch Aſſiſtants as did more Miſchief to 
their own Party, then to the Enemy. As he was going for- 
ward ppon this Errand, Machæras Poſted after him, and over- 
took him upon the Way, preſſing him earneſtly either tp 
put a ſtop to his Journey, or at leaſt to leave Zoſeph his Bro- 
ther behind, for them two to carry-on the War together a- 
gainſt Antigonus. Herod, upon his Importunity, granted 
him his Requeſt, and forgave what was paſt, leaving the Ar- 
my under the Command gf Fo/eph, with expreſs Orders not 


to run any unneceſſary Hazard, nor to enter into any Miſun- 


der ſtanding with Macheras. | | 
Matters being thus ſettled, he marched away immediately 


oo 


— 


and he 


irh an Auxihary Body of Horſe and Font to joyy Anthony, 
| vn 
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who was at that Time before Sameſald upon the RiverEuphra- 

ier. At his e e e he found great Numbers of I ©! 
People that would faih have gone-in to Aut hony, if they could i f* 
Have got to him; but the Ways were ſo beſet with Troops of I V 
bloody Barbarians, that tliere wotild have been no coming | 
at him, if Ferod had not put himſelf in the Head of them, ind 
uridertMen both for their Conduct and Protection: So that ir 
they Proſecuted their March, and when they were advanced 0 
within two - Days Journey of Samo/ata, they fell into an Am- A 


bn of the Enemies Horſe that lay cloſe behind the Buſhes up- 1 
on the Entrance into the Champion, to prevent any Succours f. 
_ From going that Way to Anthony. They ſuffer'd the Front to c 
” paſs forward on the Plain, without either Diſcovery or Inter- " 


- Tuption ; but upon Hersd's coming-up with the Rear, they 
fell furiouſly upon him with a matter of iu, Hundred Hor{c, 
and brake through the firſt Rank : But the King preſſing vio- 
 Jemtly upon them with his Guards, beat them from their 
- Ground ; Rally'd his own ſcatter'd Troops, and follow'd the 
Execution till he had made himſelf Maſter of the Booty they 
Had taken, in Prſoners, Horſes, Mules, Carriages, and all the 
Baggage, which was very Conſiderable : And this being done, 
Herod continu'd his Journey to Anthony ; but not without 
© Other Encounters upon the Way with Troops of Barbarians 
that fall d out of the Woods and Thickets upon him in his 
further Progreſs ; but ſtill defeating and cutting them to pie- 
des upon every Attempt; till in the End, the Way was ſafe 
and open to him without any Difficulty or Hazard: his Peo- 
ple adoring him as their Protector and Preſerver. | 
' Anthony having heard of his Bxploits upon the Barbarians, 
and how bravely he had acquitted himſelf upon ſeveral other - 
"Occaſions, ſent out the Flower of his Troops to Receive him 
upon his Approach to the Town, with all Honour and Re- 
ſpect imaginable, both for his Perſon and his Services: Em- 
bracing him upon his Arrival with infinite Joy, Affection, 
Friendlineſs, and Eſteem ; Celebrating and Admiring him 
for his Virtue; and in fine, treating him with a Dignity 
anſwerable to the Royal Character that he himſelf had con- 
ferred upon him. In a ſhort Time after this, Antigonus de- 
Iiver'd up the Place, and in ſo doing put an End to the War. 
"Anthony gave the Government of the Province, and the 
Cammand of the Army to Sous, with Orders to aſſiſt He- 
"rod upon all Occaſions; and ſo went himſelf into Ægypt. 
Soſius hereupon ſent away tue Legions with the King toward 
13 for the Guard of his Perſon, and marched after them 


imſelf with the reſt of his Army. | 5 
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While theſe Things were a-doing, Joſeph in the Abſence 
of his Brother, was {lain in Judæa fer wat of obſerving He- 
rod's Order when he went to Anthony. He marched out to- 
ward Jericho with his own Troops and five Companies of 
Mac hœras, with a Deſign to get-ia the Harveſt, and he en- 
camped upon the Mountains. Now the Romans with him be- 
ing but raw, and undiſciplin'd Soldiers, and the greater Part, 
of them only new-rais'd Men out of Syria, the Enemy took 
Advantage, both of the Place where he was Poſted, and the 
Inexperience of the Men they had to do withal ; So that 
falling upon them, they ſurpriz'd and routed them; entirely 
deſtroying /ix Companies, and cutting Jeſeph to Pieces, fights 
ing Manfully in the Head of them. Antigonus being Maſter 
of the Field, and finding Teſeph among the dead Bodies; 
cauſed his Head to be cut off, and his Brother Pheroras re- 
deem'd it at fifty Talents, This Rout was follow'd with the 
Revolt of Gallilee, and with drowning as many of Hered's 
Friends as they could lay hold of in the Lake: beſide divers 
ſeditious Commotions in Fudea : Machæras in the meam 


while fortifying the Caſtle of Gath. 


The ſad Story of theſe Calamities, one upon the Neck of 
another, was brought to Herod, at a Place call'd Daphne, the 
Suburbs of Antioch ; and it was the leſs ſurprizing to him for 
ſome Foreboding Dreams he had a little before, which mani- 
feſtly pointed at the Death of his Brother. He went from 
thence in all haſte for Mount Libanus, and taking eight Hun- 
dred Men of the Place along with him, and a Roman Legion, 
he advanced to Ptolematrs : and ſo paſſing forward by Night 
through the Country of Galilee, he was ſet upon by the Way, 
but beat the Enemy back into the Caſtle they came out of the 
Day before: immediately inveſting the Place, and diſpoſing 
his Troops early next Morning for an Attack; but there fell 
in that very nick of Time ſo violent a Tempeſt, that he was 
forc'd to draw - off into ſome of the Neighbour Villages for 
Shelter. Juſt as this happened, comes another Legion to Herod 


from Anthony; which Enforcement put the Garriſon in ſuch 


a Fright that they quitted the Place, and ſtole away in the 


Dark of the Night. Herod thought the Time long till he had 


avenged the Blood of his Brether, and ſo made all the haſte 
he could to Jericho, where he treated with great Magnifi= 
cence all the Princes of the Flace upon his Arrival. When 


Supper was juſt over, and the Company gone, Herd retir'd 


into his own Appartment, without leaving ſo much as one 
Creature in the eating Room. So ſoon as ever the Place was- 
empty, the Roof fell flat to the Ground into the Parlour, -: 
without any further Miſchief: which was lgok'd upon as a 
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gngular Providence that watched over Herod in the Delivery 
vf him from ſo eminent a Danger. | 
The Enemy falling down from the Mountains next Day ups 


on the Romans, with a Body of /ix Thouſand Men, put them 


into a downright Conſternation ; beating back the Forlorn, 
and ovet-running all before them, even to the wounding of 
Herod himſelf, in the Side, with an Arrow. Antigonus, at 
this Time, out of an Oſtentation as if he had Men to ſpare, 
Jent Pappus away to Samaria with ſome Troops under his 
Command; and while he and Macheras were deſigning upon 
one another, Herod got Poſſeſſion of five Towns, put two 


Thouſand Men to the Sword that were there in Garriſon, and 


Jeaving them all in Aſhes, went back to look after Pappus, 
who was then encamped at a Place called {/anas, where he 
was joyn'd with great Numbers that came over to him from 
Fericho and Fudea but Herod perceiving that the Enemy 

dad the Heart yet to puſh it to a Battle, put it immediately up- 


on that Iſſue, and gave them a total Rout, doing Execution 


upon them in revenge of his Brother's Death in the very 
Town they fled to for Sanctuary. The Houſes were preſent- 
ly crouded with Soldiers from Top to Bottom, ſome in one 


Place, ſome in another; but upon taking off the Roofs, what 


with Stones and other Weapons from above, they were all 
laid open to an univerſal Slaughter. And after all this, the 
moſt diſmal and horrid Part of the Spectacle, was the Piles 
of dead Bodies that lay in Heaps up and down in the Cham- 
bers; which was the only Thing that ſunk their Hearts into 
a Deſpair beyond all Recovery. roger 
The miſerable Remainder of their broken Troops fled in 
ſuch Diſorder, and in ſuch Shoals, that if it had not been for 
a furious Tempeſt at that very Time, the Victors had march'd 
directly up to Feru/alem in that Heat, and put an end to the 
War. For Antigonus was already upon the Point of reſolving 
to abandon the City. It was now late in the Evening, and 
Herod having order'd his Soldiers to go to Supper, retired in» 
to his Chamber to refreſh himſelf after the Fatigue of the Bat- 
tle; and upon this Occaſion, he had a ſecond Deiiverance no 
leſs Providential then the Former. For as he was there in the 
Bath, ſtark-naked, and only one Boy to wait upon him, out 


"ſtarted three Soldiers with Swords in their Hands, and eroſ- 


ſing the Room in haſte, ruſh'd out at the Dor: Now theſe 
:were People that had hid themſelves in the Houſe it ſeems, 
for fear of the Enemy in the Heat of the Outrage; and fo 
ſcamper'd away in a Fright to ſave themſelves, without ever 


Ec 
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dreaming of any Violence upon the King, whom they 2 


ww A — — 2 9 OA. 


0-5 o 


Book XIV. IZ WISa un AutTiQUITIES. 299 
TN 

eaſily have deſtroy'd. The Body of Pappus being found among 
the ſlain, Herod the next Day order'd his Head to be ſtruck- 
off, and fo ſent it to Pheroras, as a kind of Conlolatory Re- 
yenge for his Brother 7o/eph, whom Pappus put to Death 
with his own Hand. _ be + 5 

So ſoon as the Confuſion of this Hurry was over, Herod 
march'd away with his Army, and encamped near Ferus 
ſalem, taking up his Quarter upon the Temple-fide of the 
Town, as Pompey had done long before him, and as the Place 
that lay faireſt for an Attack, When he had gotten his Pi- 
oneers, and all neceſſary Materials about him, and given his 
Orders for the Caſting-up of three Trenches, and Bulwarks 
about the Place, and the Erecting of ſuch and ſuch Towers, 
away he went himſelf to Samaria to Conſummate his Mare 
riage with Mariamne, the Daughter of Alexander, and the 
Grand-Child of Ariſtobulus, who had been for ſome Time 
Contracted as we have ſaid before, leaving Officers behind 
him in his Abſence to carry-on the Siege. | 
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CHAP. XXVIII. = 
Soſius and Herod Generals at Jetuſalem. The City and 
Temple taken, with a bloody Execution. The Ma- 
deration of Herod. The Abject Submiſſion of Anti- 
gonus. Herod brings bim in Chains. A Mutiny in 
the Army. The Tenderneſs of Herod. Antigonus 
carry'd in his Fetters to Anthony; who orders hint 
to be put to Death. The End of the Aſmonæan Family. 


Wen the Marriage-Solemnity was over, So/ius ſent away 
his Troops before him, being a conſ:derable Body of 
Horſe and Foot, and ſoon after follaw'd them himſelf by the 
Way of Phenicia, The King returned alſo from Samariz 
with an Enforcement of about zhirty Thou/and Men: which 
being joyn'd, the whole Army drew together toward the 
Walls upon the North-Quarter of the Town, to the Number 
of Eleven Regiments of Foot, and /ix Thouſand Horſe, over 
and above the Huxiliaries they brought from Syriz. The 
two Generals were Softus, and Herod ; the former employ'd 
by Anthony, as an Aſſiſtant; the other acting upon his own 
Account, in a Proſpect of ſettling himſelf in Poſſeſſion of the 
Kingdom that the Senate had given him upon the Qverthrow 
of Antigonus, the profefs'd Enemy of Rome, 8 
„ ͤ Mm mz | Tho 


+ 


900 ES Jr w 188 An T1 Cairn Book XIV. 


The Fews within were bold, and numerous; for the whole 
Nation of them in Effect was gotten into the Town, where 
they made a very obſtinate Defence; animating their Compa- 
nions with - emphatical Outeries of THE TEMPLE OF 
THE LORD; THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD; till 
at every Turn, by way of Exultation : and ſuch Preſiges of 
Victory by God's Bleſſing upon their Cauſe, as ſeemed Pro- 
phetically to forte] their Deliverance. Neither were they 
wanting all this while in their Endeavours, by frequent Ex- 
curſions, and ravaging the Conntry, to ſtraiten, and di- 
ſtreſs the Beſiegers: For they ſwept it ſo bare that there was 
Hardly any Thing left for Man or Beaſt to live upon. But He- 
od quickly put a ſtop to this Inconvenience, partly by the 
Ambuſhes he laid up and down to entrap the Pillagers, and 
© partly by the Commiſſaries and Convoys he employ'd far and 
near, for the Supply of the Camp. The Seaſon was fo fair 
and favourable, and ſo many Hands at Work, that the Pio- 
neers had by this Time finiſh'd the Approaches, and the Be- 
fiegers were now advanced to the Battery, leaving nothing un- 
_ attempted for the gaining of their Point. The Beſieged, on the 
other Hand, made a ftout Reſiſtance; oppoſing Stratagem to | 
Stratagem, and by one Invention diſappointing another. 
They made a great many deſperate Sallies, and ſet Fire to di- 
vers of the Enemy's Works, as well thoſe that were perfected, 
as thoſe that were only begun; and their Courage, when they 
* came to Handy-ſtrokes, was nothing inferiour to that of the 
Romans, though in the Matter of Military Knowledge and Ex- 
perience, the Romans in Truth had the Advantage of them. As 
faſt as one Wall was thrown down, the Defendants ſupply'd 
it with a Retrenchment that ſerv'd for another. They Coun- 
ter-wrought Mine againſt Mine, and met, and fought many 
Times Under-ground in the very Work; ſtanding it out to the 
laſt, their very Deſperation doing the Office of Valour. This 
was their Bravery in Defiance of a formidable Enemy before 
the Town, and a ſtarving Want of Neceſſaries within the 
Walls; for they were now in the Sabbatical Year, when it was 
not lawful for them to Till the Ground. Upon the fortieth Day 
after breaking Ground, Twenty brave Fellows mounted the 
firſt Wall; and after them, a Centurion of Soſius's. The ſe— 
cond Wall was taken fifteen Days after, and ſeveral Galleries 
about the Temple ſet a-Fire, which Herod invidiouſly im- 
puted to Antigonus, to make him odious to the People. Upon 
taking the out-Quarter of the Temple, and the lower-Town, 
the Jews betook themſelves into the middle of the one, and 
ahe-upper-Part of the other: and for fear the Romans ſhould 
5 | Lk Ms 
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interrupt them in their daily Prayers and Sacrifices, they deſir- 
ed leave of Herod by their Embaſſadors, only to bring in ſo 
many Bealts as ſhould be neceſſary for that Service. Hered 
readily granted their Requeſt, in hope it might work ſome 
Good upon them: But finding his Miſtake, and that they 
were more and more violent for Antigonus, he fell-on imme- 
diately with his whole Strength, and took the City by Aſſault. 
The Romans were ſo exaſperated at the Oppoſition, and the 
Delay; and the Herodian eus alſo embitteg'd againſt thoſe of 
the other Party, that they put all to the Sword witheut Mercy, 
as well in the Streets, as in the Houſes, and without ſparing 
either Age or Sex: Nay the Temple itſelf was no longer a 
Sanctuary for thoſe that fledinto't. Never ſo diſmal a Specta- 
cle for Blood and Slaughter; and the Soldiers were tranſport- 
ed betwixt Fury and Revenge, to ſuch a Degree of implaca- 
ble Inhumanity, that though the King himſelf did all he could 
by his Authority and earneſt Entreaties, to put a ſtop to the 
Butchery, there was not a Man that heeded or obey'd him. 
In this Extremity, Antigonus came down from the Tower, 
and (below the Dignity of his late Character) caſt himſelf 
at the Feet of Soſius ; who was fo far from pitying him, that 
inſtead of Antigonus, he ſaluted him by the Name of Antige- 
na, and made a Woman of him, in Contempt of ſo effeminate 
a Spirit. But he did not treat him afterwards like a Woman; 
for he was put in Chains, and ſecur'd under the Cuſtody of 
a Guard. | „ 
But Herod's Work was not yet done neither; for he was as 
hard put to't after ward to keep his own Party in Order, as he 
had been already to gain a Victory over his Enemies. His 
Mercenaries, in fine, were ſo preſſing and impartune in Troops 
and Throngs to be prying into the Temple, and the very San- 
ctuary itſelf, that all Herod could do by his Authority, fair 
Words, Threat'nings, and Force itfelf, was little enough to 
reſtrain them. And in Truth, his Succeſs would have been 
worſe then a Defeat to him, if he ſhould have ſuffer'd the ex- 
poſing of the Sacred and Incommunnicable Myſteries of Reli- 
gion, to the Pragmatical Curioſity of. the prophane Multitude. 
He kept off the Soldiers alſo from Pillaging, all he could too; 
by Reafoning and Expoſtulating the Matter with Soſius, lay- 
ing it before him, that if they went on killing and ſpoiling 
at that Rate, the Romans would find him the King of a De- 
ſert, rather then of a Peaple : and telling him that if the 
whole World were offer'd him upon theſe Terms, he would 
not Purchaſe it at the Price of ſo much Blood. Soſus made 
Anſwer, that it was a Thing of Courſe, Juſtice, and Com- 
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mon practice, upon the taking of a Place by Aſſault, to allow 
the Soldiers the Advantage of the Booty. Herod told him, 
on the other Side, that as. to what concern'd the Soldiers, 
He would compound himſelf for the Plunder, and gratify 
Them upon his own Account abundantly to their Satisfacti. 
on, which he did accordingly; for he was in every Point as 
good as his Word. He was, in ſhort, ſo generous to the 4 
common Soldiers; ſo bountiful, in Proportion, to the Offi- 
; 'cers, and fo magnificent in his Preſents and Acknowledg- 
ments to Soſius, that the City was redeemed ; and all Parties, 
an Concluſion, very well appay'd. 
This happen'd in the Conſulate of Marcus Agrippa, and 
Canidius Gallus ; Olympiad 185 : in the third Month, and up- 
on the Day of a Solemn Faſt, being the very Anniverſary 
of their Deſtruction by Pompey ; for the City was taken upon 
the very Day of the taking it * ſeven and twenty Years before. 
Soſius, upon this, dedicated unto God a Golden Crown, and 
fo went his Way from Jeruſalem, taking Antigonus his Pri- 
ſoner along with him in Bonds to Anthony. Herod had a 
Jealouſy in his Head, that perhaps Anthony would not take a- 
way his Life ; and that in caſe of his appearing at Rome, and 
Putting in bis Claim to the Government before the Senate, An- 
Tigonys, being of the Royal Blood, and himſelf but a Plebian, 
Herod did not know what might come of it. Antigonus, he 
thought, might ſuggeſt, that though for his own Part, he could 
not pretend io the Dignity, having been in Arms againſt the 
' *ZRemeans ; but though his own Guilt might be taken for a ſuf- 
Kicient Forfeiture as to himſelf, he might be yet in hope, that 
they would not puniſh his innocent Sons for the guilty Father's 
+ Sgke, but admit him into the Succeſſion. Herod found him- 
ſelf very uneaſy under this Proſpect, and Apprehenſion, and 
ſo prevail'd with Anthony, for a mighty Sum of Money under- 
hand, to have Auligonus diſpatch'd out of the Way : : and 
that being done, Herod's Heart was at reſt. 
Thus ended the Reign of the Aſinonæan Family, after a Hun- 
-dred and twenty ſix Years Poſſeſſion of the Government; a 
Family illuſtrious in itſelf for the long Continuance of the 
Sacerdotal Succeſſion in it; and no leſs famous for the ſignal 
Services they and their Anceſtors had from Time to Time 
render'd to the Publick : But it was diverted at laſt by an in- 
teſtine Broyl, as we have it upon Tradition, from our Fore- 
Fathers, and the Adminiſtration was transferr'd to Herod, the 
Son of An?ipater, a Perſon of a Plebian Extraction, and a 
private Subjeft, FLA. 
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Pollio and Sameas, Great with Herod, A notable Pre- 
dition of Pollio's, — 92s Anthony, Five 
and forty of Antigonus's Men put to Death, and him- 
ſelf Beheaded at Antioch, 


by Soſius and Herod, and the making of Hntigonus 

a Priſoner ;. and we are now to proceed to what 
follow'd upon it. So ſoon as Herod came to the Exerciſe 
of his Royal Authority over Judæa, he made it his Bus'- 
neſs to promote, and to provide for thoſe of the City in 
the firſt Place, that took Part with him as yet while he was 
in the Condition but of a private Man. But for thoſe of 
the oppoſite Party, hardly a Day paſt without a Capital Ex- 
ecution upon ſome or other of them. Pollo, the Phariſee, 
and his Diſciple Sameas, were highly in his Favour for the 
ood Offices they did him, in adviſing the Citizens when he 
y. before the Town, to open the Gates and receive him. 
<< mW 4. | This 
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This was that * Pollio that formerly foretold Hyrcanus and 


| the reſt of the Judges, upon the queſtioning of Herod for his 


Liſe; that if they acquitted him, the Time would come, 
when he ſhould 28 certainly take away their Lives, as they 
might now take away his. This Prediction was verify'd in 
No ſobner was Herod in Poſſeſſion of the City, but he got 
together all the Royal Furniture, with the rich Booty in 


_ "Goods, Gold and Silver, that had been taken away by the 

._ wealthy Citizens, and had it all carry'd to. the Palace; out 
 oef-which he made a mighty Preſent to Anthony, dividing the 
yeſt among his Friends and his Favourites. He order'd alſo 


Forty five principal Men of intigonus's Intere/? to be put to 
Death, and a Guard fet at their ſeveral Doors to wait for the 


bringing out of the Bodies, and to inſpect whether they were 
dead or not, and to take care that they carry'd out nothing 
elſe. In caſe of diſcovering any Gold or Silver, it was all 


brought to the King; and in one Word, they faw no End of 
their Miſery, They were in the Hands of a gripping and a 
neceſhtous Prince; and all they were worth in the World 
was too little to ſatisfy his Avarice. They were alſo in their 
Sabbatical Year, and conſequently no Harveſt to ſupply their 


Anthony having at this Time AniFgonus a Priſoner, had ſome 


Thoughts of expoſing him in Chains for the Honour of his 


Triumph. But when he heard that the Jews began to be 


» Mutinons, and, out of the Averſion they had for Herod, to 


favour Antigonus; Anthony, without any more Ceremony, 
Aruck-off his Head at Antioch, as the beſt Expedient he could 
think of to keep the People quiet. Strabo of Cappadocia has 
a Touch upon this as follows. | 

Anthony, ſays he, brought Antigonus the King of the Jews 
& a Priſoner to Antioch, where he cauſed his Head to be ſtruck- 
«* off; the firſt King that ever the Romans put to this Manner 
c of Death; But he had this to ſay for himſelf, that the 
v Fews would never acknowledge Herad for their King, ſo long 
& as Antigonus was Living. Nay fo great was the Reverence 
and Eſteem they had for their former Prince, that they were 
not to be wrought upon, even by Torments, to allow He- 
* rod ſo much as the Name of a King: but Hered propound- 
* ed to himſelf by this ſcandalous and ſhameful Puniſhment, 


to blaſt the Memory, and Reputation of the one, 2 to 
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« ſoften the popular Averſion of the Multitude to the o- 

« ther.” Thus far goes Strabo. Sex 
We have ſpoken already of the two Parthian Generals, 

Barzapharnes, and Pacorus ; and of their carrying away Hyr-- 


canus and Phaſael Priſoners: The former having been firſt 


High-Prieſt, and then Prince of the Jews ; the latter, the 
Brother of Herod, who out of a generous Indignation daſh'd 
out his own Brains rather then he would ſubmit to the flaviſh- -- 
Infamy of an inglorious Death. Hyrcanus being at this Time 
in the Hands of the Parihians, News was brought him of He- 
rod's Promotion to the Government; upon which Intelligence, 
he made his Court to the new King, and we are now to ſhew- 
how he came to obtain bis Liberty, and to return. 
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Phraates treats H yrcanus with great RefpefR. Upon He 


rod*s Promotion, Hyrcanus would needs viſit him; but © 


his Friends _— it. Herod invites Hyrcanus, and 
complements Phraates. Hyrcanus goes for Jeruſalem, 
where Herod entertains him very generouſly. Ananus - 
advanc*d to the Pontificat; which Alexandra takes for 
an Afront, and puts Cleopatra upon moving Anthony + | 
for her Son. Alexandra ſends Anthony the Pictures 
of Ariſtobulus and Mariamne. Anthony tells Herod, 
he ſhould be glad to ſee Ariſtobulus, but Herod is a- 
gainft it; Anthony being a Man of Liberty and Plea- 
ſure. Herod charges Alexandra for plotting with 
Cleopatra. Ananus depo,*d, and Ariſtobulus in bis 
Place. Alexandra's Excuſe. e 


„ er being brought Priſoner to Phraates, the King of 
* Parthia ; and this Prince being well informed of his Birth 
and Character, he had ſo great a Reſpect for his illuſtrious 
Blood and Quality, that he immediately order'd his Chains 
to be taken off, and allow'd him the Freedom of the City of 
Babylon for the Bounds of his Confinement: a Place where 
there were a great many of his own Sect ; and where he had 
the ſame Reverence paid him, not only by the Zews of that 
City, but by thoſe likewiſe on the other Side of Euphrates, as 


it he had been their Governour and High- Prieſt. So that the 


Pre- 


. 


in himſe 


Hon for his Journey, he went his Way to Feruſalem, where he 
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1 Condition of Hyrcanus was not very uneaſy to him. 

ut when he came to underſtand that Herod was advanced 
to the Government, he being a grateful and a good natur'd 
Man himſelf, made a Judgment of others according to the 
fame Meaſure; flattering himſelf with the Hope of mighty 
Things that Herod would do for him now upon this Elevation, 
as an Acknowledgment to the Preſerver of his Life and Ho- 
nour, which he himſelf had ſav'd when it was all at Stake 
(of which we have ſaid enough heretofore.) This Phancy 
ran in 1 Head to that Degree, that he reſolved with- 

| f to make a Journey to him, bur not without the For- 
mality of adviſing firſt with ſome of his Confidents about it. 
Upon laying their Heads together, he found all his Friends 


_ unanimouſly. poſitive againſt his going. «« For, /aid they, fo 
Ma 


long as you are here, you may re yourſelf from us, 


and all our People, of a Reverence and Obedience ſuitable . 


to the Duty of your Subjects and Servants, and to the Dig- 


. © nity of your own Character, which you can never expect 


in your own Country, by Reaſon of the Maim Antigonus has 
* given you, which puts you into an Incapacity of pretend- 
< ing to'it. They told him likewiſe, that in the Matrer of 
good Turns and reciprocal Services, it is not with Princes 
as it is with private Perſons. Kings have ſhort Memories 
% commonly in thoſe Caſes, and Men change their Manners 
« with their Fortunes.” This Diſcourſe was reaſonable e- 
nough, but the Paſſion Hyrcanus had for his own Country, 
made him deaf to all good Counſels. Herod gave Hyrcanus 
an Invitation alſo by Letter to come over to him, and take 
his Part in the Government, deſiring him likewiſe to move 


 Phraates, and his Brethren the Jews, not to envy him the 


Comfort of ſo great a Bleſſing; for now was the Time, he 
ſaid, to ſhew his Gratitude to the Perſon he ſtood indebted 
to, both for his Bread, and for his Life. And this was not 
all neither, but he ſent Saramalla upon an Embaſſy to Phra- 
ates with fair Words ahd magnificent Preſents over and a- 
bove, to ſweeten him on the Behalf of Hyrcanus, his wor- 
thy Patron and dear Friend. But this was all Countenance | 
and Freak ; for Herod, being a crafty, and a ſuſpicious Prince, 
and an Uſurper to Boot, his Bus'neſs was to ſecure himſelf 
againſt all poſſible Charges and Turns of State, and upon 
that Conſideration, either to get Hyrcanus into his Power, 
or out of the World, as afterwards he did. 
Hvyrcanus being, in fine, diſcharged by Phraates, and am- 
ply ſupply'd with Monies and Neceſſaries by the Zews in Ba- 


Was 
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was received with all the Marks of ſingular Honour and Re- 
ſpect; as for Inſtance, Herod gave him the firſt Place at all 
Meetings and Entertainments ; treated him in the Stile of 
Father, and carry'd every Thing on with ſuch a Face of good 
Fa.th, that there was no Room left for any poſſible Doubt or 
Jealouſy of the contrary. 'T here was nothing, in fine, omit» 
ted, that might conduce to his Eſtabliſhment, ſaving only 
that he was ſo over ſolicitous in that Particular, that it prov'd 
the Occaſion of a dangerous Breach in the Family; for he 
was ſo cautious of having any Man of an honourable Extrac- 
tion advanced to the Pontificat, that he ſent. to Babylon for 
one Ananel, a Perſon of a mean and obſcure Condition, and 
made him High-Prieſt. Alexandra, the Wife of Hyrcanus, 
and the Widow of Alexander the Son of King Ariſtobulus, by 
whom ſhe had a Son hem ſhe called Ariſtobulus, after his 
Grandfather's Name, and a Daughter Mariamne, a Woman 
of admirable Beauty, and the Wife of Herod: This Alexan- 
dra laid it extremely to Heart, to ſee her Son thus affrented, 
and the High-Prie/thicd uſurped by one from Abroad, while 
her Son was yet living. In this Diſcontent ſhe wrote by a 
certain Muſician to Cleopatra, to beg the Pontificat of Autbony 
for her Son. But Anthony never minding the Matter, it io 
happen'd, that one Gellius, a particular Friend of his, being 
at that Time in Judæa about ſome Affairs of his own, had the 
ood Fortune to fee Ariſtobulas, and Mariamne, whom he 

| booked upon to be two of the moſt graceful beautiſul Perſons 
that ever his Eyes beheld. Inſomuch that he highly compli- 
mented Alexandra upon the Bleſſing of bringing two ſuch 
Miracles into the World, and recommended it to her to make 
a Preſent of their Pictures to Anthony, as the Way to ſecure 
| herſelf of any good Office that lay in his Power to do her. 
Upon this Conſideration, ſhe ſent the Pictures; and Gellius, 
that had a Mind to inveigle Aathony into a Paſſion for Mari- 
amne, made the Matter yet more then it was, with Hyperbo- 
lical and extravagant Flouriſhes, that they were perfect, and 
lovely, ſo much beyond the ordinary Rate of Fleſh and Blood, 
that tbey look'd liker u gels in humane Shapes, It would 
not have been either handſome, or honeſt, in Anthony te 
ſend for the Wife of a Prince that was his Friend; and he 
was not willing neither to give Cleopatra any juſt Ground of 
Jealouſy ; but he wrote however to Zerod, how glad he ſhould 
be to ſee Ariſtobulus upon any fair Occaſion, if it might ſtand 
with his Convenience. Ari/tobulus was at tit Time but fif- 
teen or ſixteen Years of Age, and Herod did not think it ſafe 
to ſend a delicate charming Youth, nobly born, and in the 
„ Flower 
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Flower of his Years, to the Perſon of all Men living the moſt 
abandon'd to unnatural Luſts, and the moſt eager in the Pur- 


ſuit of unlawful PleaWWes ; for this was Anthony's Character; 
beſide that heing one of the greateſt Men in Rome, he made 
uſe of his. Power and Authority to bear him out in theſe 
Liberties. So that Herod put him off with this Pretence, that 
the Jews were ſo ſeditions, and ſo bent upon Change, and 


the Experiment of another King, that if Ariſtobulus ſhould but 


ſtir out of the Kingdom, it would blow-up all in a Flame. 
When he had fobb'd Anthony off with this Anſwer, he me- 


nag'd his Matters ſo as to keep civilly fair with the young 


Man, and Alexandra; his Wife Mariamne preſſing him over 
and above at every Turn, to do her Brother Right in the Bus'- 
neſs of the Poxtificat ; urging withal that it was his own Inte- 
reft ſo to do, for the very Duty of the Office would excuſe 
him beyond all Exception from taking the Journey. Herod, up- 
on this Diſcourſe, took a Freak in's Head; and calling ſeves 
ral of his Friends about him, in a Way of Conference and 
Advice, he fell into a bloody Invective againſt Alexandra ; 
telling them that ſhe was enter'd into a ſecret Conſpiracy a- 
gainſt him, and that ſhe wrought by the Means of Cleopatra, 
who 'was to engage Anthony to diſpoſſeſs himſelf of the Go- 
vernment, and transfer it to her Son; which, he ſaid, ſhe 
was the more to blame in, becauſe ſhe could not vindicate 
Ariſtobulus without degrading her Daughter, and making 
Way by a publick Broil to the dethroning of her Son-in- 
Law, and removing him from a Dignity that he had acquir'd 
with ſo much Toil and Hazard. © But upon the whole 
« Matter, ſays he, I am ready to forget and to forgive all 
& theſe Injuries ; and to ſhew the Reverence and Tender- 
& nels 1 have for my Mother, and the reſt of her Relations, 
« Twill immediately veſt her Son in the Exerciſe of the Of- 
« fice: and I had done it ſooner too, when I put Ananel in- 
“ to't, if the other had been of Age to execute it.” This ſtu- 
dy'd Speech, (for in Truth fo it was, and intended only for 
an Amuſement to the Women and the Counſel) put Alexan- 
dra into the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, betwixt the Joy 
of ſeeing her own Bus'neſs done, and the Trouble of find- 
ing herſelf ſuſpected: So that burſting out into a paſſionate 
Tranſport of Tears and Proteſtations, ſhe gave this further 
Account of her Behaviour. © That as to the Point of the 
& High-Prieſthood; ſhe had ſuch an Indignation, for the Af- 
« front was put upon her Son in that Particular ; that ſhe 
« left no lawftl Way or Means to do him Right in't, unat- 
« tempted; but as to any Deſign ſne had of raiſing him up 
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4e to the Throne, ſhe was ſo far from any Thought that Way, 
« that if the Thing were offer'd her, ſhe would refuſe it: 
5 « For her Ambition look'd no furtheg e ſaid, then to ſee 
ö « Juſtice done to her Son in that StatiM, and conſequently 
2 «© the Honour and Safety of the Family provided for. But 
&« as the Caſe then ſtood, fhe ſaid, ſhe was ſo ſenfible of the 
King's Grace and Goodneſs to herſelf in the Perſon of*X#- 
« riſtobulus, that he ſhould ever find her moſt dutiful for 
« the Future: And if upon any Puntillo of Honour, or of 
« Haughtineſs of Mind ſhe might have paſs'd the preciſe 
& Bonnds of Reſpect and Moderation, ſhe begg'd his Pardon 
« for it.“ This Diſcourſe put a ſeeming End to the Contro- 
ver ſy, for they ſhook Hands, and inAppearance parted Friends. 


* 


— 


CHAP. III. 


Herod is jealous of Alexandra, and ſets Spies upon her. 
She writes to Cleopatra for Advice, What to do: 
ho invites Herod and her Son, into Egypt; whi-. 
ther they are privately convey'd. ſop tells Sabbion 
the Secret, and he betrays it to Herod : who ſurpriz- 
es them in their Eſcape. Herod contrives the drown- 
ing of Ariſtobulus ; who is univerſally lamented, A- 
lexandra diſguiſes her Afſiiftion. A ſplendid Funeral; 
and Herod ſets up for the chief Mourner. | 


— ——————_— 


TH E King immediately depos'd Ananel from the Pontiſi- 
cat, being a Foreigner, as we have ſaid before, and of 
the Race of thoſe 7eus that were formerly carry'd away by 
the Syrians beyond the Euphrates, whereof many Thouſands 
took-up their Haditations in Jabylon. He was, in Truth, of 
a Sacerdotal Extraction, and of Herod's old Acquaintance, 
who, upon his coming to the Crown, he had created him High- 
Prieſt, and afterwards depeſed him, (though contrary to Law) 
for the Peace of his Family; for otherwiſe the High-Prieſt- 
hood is an Office for Life, and not to be taken away again 
where it is duly conferr'd. The firſt that brake-in up- 
on that Rule was Antiochus Epiphanes; who removed Jo- 
ſhua, to make Way for his Brother Onias. Ariſtobulus was 
the ſecond who ſupplanted Hyrcanus, and aſſumed the Dig- 
nity to himſelf. The third was Herod; who put Ariſtobu- 
las into the holy Function, while Ananęl was yet living. 
| | E By 
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By this Expedient, they thought to ſet all Right in the Fa- 
mily; but, as it prov'd, the Conſequence was not ſo clear 
yet, as after ſo ſolemn a Reconciliation a Body would have, 
expected: For it ran in Nerod's Head ſtill, that Alexandra 
would be ng longer quiet, then till ſhe had an Opportunity 


af compaſſing her Ends by being troubleſome. In this Hu- 


mour he contin'd her to the Palace, and abſolutely forbad her 
meddling in any publick Bus'neſs; ſetting ſo many Guards 
and Obſervers upon her over and above, that ſhe did not the 
leaſt Thing in the World, but the King had notice of it. This 
odioùs Way of Proceeding went to the very Heart of her; for 
being a Woman of Birth, Senſe, and Stomach, nothing could 


have touch'd her ſo to the Quick, as to find herſelf thus 


watch'd, and ſpy'd upon: Inſomuch that ſhe reſolved, in 
ſort, rather to endure any Thing then the Plague of fo ſcan- 
dalous a Jealcuſy, and under the Title of a Woman of Ho- 
nour, to lead the Life of a Slave, in Fear, and Miſery. In 
this Diſtreſs of Thought, ſhe put the whole State of her Caſe 


in a Letter to Cleopatra, together with an Application to her 


for Advice and Relief; who gave her for Anſwer, an Invitati- 
on to get away privately with her Son, and to come over to 
her into Z#gypt. She could not but approve of the Counſe], 


and ſo bethought herſelf of this Way of putting it in Exccu- 


tion. She order'd two Coffins to be provided, and herſelf, and 
ker Son to be put up in them; appointing the Servants that 


pere priyy to the Contrivance, to ſee them carry'd out by 


Night, and put a-board a Ship that lay ready near at Hand 
to tranſport them into Zgypi. There was one Sabbion, who 
was look'd upon to be Alexandra's Friend, and ſo mortal an 
Enemy of Herod's; that he was ſtrongly ſuſpected to have 
been a Party in the Plot for the poiſoning of Antipater. A 


Servant of Alexandra's, whoſe Name was AÆſop, making no 


doubt of Sabbior's being privy to the Deſign, blabb'd the 
Whole Story to him; and the other, laying hold of this Oc- 
cafion for the redeeming of his Credit with Herod, went and 
acquainted him with the whole /ztrigue : Who let them go 
on without any Noiſe, till they came to the Point of Execu- 
tion, and then ſurpriz'd them in the very Act of making 
their Eſcape. Herod was yet ſo over gracious as to forgive 
her this Attempt, not out of any Motion of Tenderneſs and 
Generoſity, but for Fear of Cleopatra's Power with Anthony, 
in Caſe he ſhould provoke her to a Revenge. Nay ſo far was 
he from putting her to any Extremity, that with a Kind of 
Oſtentation of Magnanimity and good Nature, he rather 
Sut-did it the other Way, by appearing more 3 

8 | - "on 


then in Truth (all Things canſider'd) it was poſſible for 
him to be. But aſter all this external Fairneſs toward Alex. 
andra, the Death of the young Man ſome Way or other was a 
Thing reſolved upon; only it was toi be a Work of Time 
to prevent Suſpicion or Diſcovery. 

The Feaſt of Tabernacles now drawing on, (being one of the 
moit Celebrated and Solemn Feſtivals we have) Herod diſpos'd 
himſelf to his good Humour, and tg rejoice, and make mer- 
ry with the People: But while this paſt, there fell out an un- 
Jucky Circumſtance, that put him upon the Execution of his 
murderous Purpoſe, ſooner than he intended. Ariſtobulus was 
at this Time betwixt ſeventeen and eighteen Years of Age, 
tall and lovely to Admiration ; and in one Word, the very 
Picture of his Grandfather ; and as he was advancing toward 
the Altar in his Pontifical Rebes, to officiate according to the 


Law, he diſcharg'd his Part with ſo wonderful a Grace, ha- 


ving all the perſonal Advantages of Beauty and Stature, and 
the Dignity of a great Soul in the very Face of him, that the 
Eyes and Hearts of the Spectators were all ſet upon him: In- 
ſomuch that they could not forbear expreſſing the Love, Ho- 
nour, and Eſteem they had for him, in a Thouſand good 
Wiſhes, Prayers and Acclamations, and thoſe Indications of 
their Joy and Affection, accompany'd alſo with large Ac» 


knowledgments of the many Obligations they had to that no- 


ble Family. Now they never conlider'd that the magnifyin 
of the one, was a Kind of derogating from the 2 = 
that Herod's Envy would underſtand it fo, which effectual- 
ly it did; and the Jealouſy he contracted upon it, haſten'd 
the young Man's Ruin, Upon the breaking-up of the Feſti- 
val, Herod took his Partof a Treat with Alexandraat Fericho, 
where he took Ariſtobulus aſide, as in Point of Complaifance, 
and to bear him Company ia his little Diverſions and Plea- 
ſures. The Weather was too hot for any ſtirring Exerciſe ; 
ſo that they quickly gave over their Play, and withdrew into 
the Cool of the Shade, by certain large Fiſh-ponds there at 
Hand, where ſeveral of their Acquaintances and Servants were 
bathing themſelves. Ari/tobulus was tempted by Herod to 
make one of the Party, and ſo plunging into the Pool for 
Company, ſome of Hered's Inſtruments that lay ready upon 
the Catch, took the Opportunity of ducking and dipping him 
fo long, under a Pretence of only paddling and fooling with 
him, that in the End they kept him down, and drown'd him, 
This was the deplorable End of Ariſtobulus, in the eighteenth 
Year of his Age, and the firſt of his Office, which was then 
immediately reſtor'd to Ananel. When this tragical Diſaſter 
2-0 | came 


Book XV. Jiwrss AnTiQUIT12 5, 911 


1 

f 

_ 
7 

| j 
It 1 


= 
19 

1 \ 
: 
7 »y 
1 
2 
1 


— —— 


—— ˙ —k« 1... rt cen 


_— *% 
—— — — wie 3 
— — — — 
— 
2 
T re = — A. . 2 
AT 8 — _ A 


A : — 
—— * = ” - to 232 35 — 
— 9 2 —— —— —y„— I 


to 1 


912 Jewisn AnTiriQuiTIES, Book XV, 
came to be known to the Women, never was ſo diſmal an 
Alteration in the Face of Things; never ſo paſſionate a La- 
mentation over the Body of any Creature; nor ever ſo incon- 


ſolable a Sorrow. It was fo publick a Loſs, that the whole 
City was in Tears for it, and not a Family but had their Part 


in't. But the chief Mourner of all was Alexandra, and it was 


an Aggravation of her Calamity, that though ſhe was con- 


vinc'd of the malicious Treachery of the Fact, ſhe was yet 


glad to keep her Tongue in her Head for fear of a worſe Miſ- 
chief. Such was the Outrage of her Deſpair, that ſhe was 
many Times about to lay violent Hands upon herſelf, but 


till check'd her Paſſion, in hope that if ſhe could but ſurvive 
the Senſe of that barbarous and flagitious Murder, without 
diſcovering what ſhe knew of the Contriver of it, the might 
yet live to the Opportunity of a Revenge; wherefore ſhe car- 


ry'd it fair in Appearance, and without ſeeming to under- 
ſtand any Thing of the Matter: But Herod made it his Bus'neſs 
of all Things in the World to poſſeſs People that he had no 
Hand in't: and in his Looks, Words, and Behaviour, acted 


the Part of a forlorn, forrowful Wight, ſo to the Life, that 
2 Body would have thought his very Heart had been breaking 


in good Earneſt. And who knows at laſt yet, bur betwixt 


Humanity and Conſcience, he might come to have ſomewhat 
- of a true Remorſe for his Wickedneſs in ſpilling, the inno- 


cent Blood of ſo Angelical a Creature, in the Frime of his 


" Youth and Beauty: But the Death of the one was neceſſary, 


he thought, for the Security of the other; beſide that his 
main Point was to keep himſelf clear of being ſuſpeted of 
ſo baſe a Crime. As to the Matter of Pomp and Expence 
toward the Solemnity of the Funeral, there was nothing left 


_ undone either in adorning of the Herſe, or in the embalm- 
Ing of the. Body, that might advance the Magnificence of the 


Ceremony; and this Courſe he took, as the moſt likely Way 
e the Woman ſoft and eaſy. 1 


— 


"CHAT I. 


Alexandra ſends Cleopatra the Story of the Murder ; who 
preſſes Anthony for Juſtice upon the Murderer. An- 
thony ſends for Herod, and Joſeph adminiſters in his 
Abſence ; with Orders to put Mariamne to Death, in 
caſe Anthony deſtroys Herod. Joleph diſcovers the 
Project at unaware. Herod values himſelf _ a” 

| | a | nag. 
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Anthony's Fevour, and 15 jealous of Mariamne for 
Joſeph. Joſeph put to Death, and Alexandra impri:, 


— 


ſon' d. Cleopatra governs Anthony at Pleaſure, Her 
lewd Praffices. . | 
5 E fo NE ; > 3 
B UI there, Was no working upon the embitter'd Spirit of 
Alexandra, by ſuch Amuſements as theſe : Neither was 
the Sournels of her canker'd Melancholy capable of any other 
Relief then that of a Revenge. With this Proſpect in her. 
Head, the ſent Cleopatra an Account of Herod's perfidious 
Practice upon the Life of her miſęrable Son. Cleopatra, who. 
had ever been ready and forward to ſerve her, contracted fo 
generous 2 Compaiſion for her upon this Occaſion, that the. 
eſpouſed her Intereſt as her on; preſſing and ple Antho- 
1y with perpetual Importunities, to ſee. Juſtice done upon 
the Author of ſo barbarous a Murder. She laid before him, 
«© The Baſeneſs cf the Thing, and how diſhonourable- it 
* would be for him to ſuffer a King of his own making, and 
ce the Ulurper of another Man's Right, to commit ſo horrid 
an Outrage upon the lawful Heir of the Government, and. 
*.to come Cf at laſt unpuniſh' d.“, Anthony laid the Thing 
to Heart; and ſo coming to Zaodicea, he feat for Herod to 
know what he had to ſay for himſelf, about the Death of 4-- 
riſtobulus, for he could not but have a Horror for the Acti- 
om, even though Herod himſelf ſhould have been the Doer 
of it. Herod was too conſcious to caſt himſelf voluntarily up- 
on the Merit of his Cauſe, and then he conſider'd on the o- 
ther Hand, that Cleopatra would never leave teizing Anthony 
againſt him; but at all Hazards, however, he reſolved to ap- 
pear, and in Truth there was no avoiding it. So that com- 
mitting the Care of the Government in his Abſence, to his 
Uncle Jeſeph, he gave him privately in Charge, if Anthony, 
ſhould put him to Death, he ſhould immediately deſtroy Ma-, 
riamne : For he doted upon his fair Wife to that Degree, that, 
it was worſe then Death to him to think of any other Man's 
enjoying her when he ſhould be gone; beſide, that he look'd' 
upon her Excellencies as the Sources of his Misfortune. An- 
thony had long ſince profeſs'd a Paſſion for her upon the ve- 
ry Fame of her Beauty. Having diſpatch'd his Orders, away 
he went to Anthony ; but with a fad, and a foreboding Heart. 
While 7o/eph was in the Adminiſtration, he took Care of 
his Truſt, and made frequent Viſits to Mariamne; partly, 
apon Bus'neſs, and partly out of Reſpect. J7oſeph, as they 
were together, would ever and anon be taking Occaſion to ex- 
5 Nit tot 
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tol Hered, as the moſt tender, uxorious Huſband upon the 
Face of the Earth. The Women ſhook their Heads at it to 
ſce him ſo poſitive, Alexandra eſpecially ; but Jeſeph grew 
ſo over-zealous upon it, to make good the Character, that 


Is : 


he betray'd a Secret he was entruſted with, before he was a- 
ware ; inſiſting upon it. as an infallible Argument of his Af- 


- 


fection, that“ as he found he could not, live without her, 


LY 


4 ſo he was reſolv'd that Death itſelf hould never part 


ei them.“ Now the Women did not underſtand theſe 


Words as an Evidence of his Love, but as an Intimation of 
a Tyrannical Purpoſe he had taken - up, in cale of his own 


Death, not to ſuffer them to ſurvive him. 

There was at this Time a Rumour rais'd and put about 
the Towng) ſome IIl- Willers to the King, that {nthony had 

canſed Hd to be put to the Queſtion ; and after that, to 

Death. The whole Court was ſtartled at it, and the Wo- 

nien above the reſt : Inſomuch, that Alexandra put it to Jo- 

ſeph to fly for Protection to the Reman Legion under Julius, 

that was then quarter'd without the City, and to take them, 
along with him. For if there ſhould come to be any Broils 

in the Palace, the Romans would take Care of them ; or if 


ever Mariamne ſhould but come into the Sight of Anthony, 


be would deny her nothing that ſhe ſhould aſk him, though 
it were the Kingdom itſelf, and all the Royal Privileges ſhe 
could pretend to. | 

While this Affair was under Deliberation, in come Letters 
from Herod that quite daſh'd the former Intelligence; for He- 
rod, it ſeems, was no ſooner come to Anthony, but by the Force 
ot Preſents, and fair Words, he brought him ſo far over to his 
Intereſt, that Cleopatra had no longer any Power with him 
to the Diſadvantage of Herod: for“ Kings, ſays Anthony, 
ef are to be unaccountable for their Doings, they are no Kings 
& elſe; for that's but the Privilege of all crowned Heads : 
& and it would be well, ſays he, if Clecpatra would not. 
& trouble herſelf fo much how other Princes govern.” He- 
rod made Oſtentation in bis Letters alſo, of the Honours 
Anthony had done him; how he call'd him to his Council, 
and to his /e mn Feaſts, in deſpite of all the Calumnies of 
Cleopatra, that had a Deſign upon the Government herſelf, 
and did all ſhe could in the World to ruin him: But Antho- 
uy, he ſaid, was a Prince of, Honour and Juſtice, and that 
they might expect him back again in a ſhort Time better e- 
ſabliſnh'd in the Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, and in the Aſ- 
ſurance of Anthony's Friendſhip then ever; Cleopatra being 
quite taken off, by the Acceptance of Celc-Spria as a = 
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ſent from Anthony, upon Condition never to trouble him a- 


gain about Jude. \ 5 


This Anſwer put an End to the Deſign they had of ranging 


themſelves under the Protection of the Romans, which was not 
kept ſo ſecret yet, but Herod had got an Inkling of it: Who, 
fo ſoon as Anthony was advanced upon his Expedition againſt 
the Parthians, returned to Jeruſalem, where his Siſter Salome, 
and his Mother inform'd him of the whole Matter. Nay and 
his Siſter went ſo far, as to charge her own Husband, 7o/eph, 
and Mariamne, with the Privacy of a Love-/xtrigue together: 
But this was out of an old Grudge to her, being a high ſpi- 
rited Woman, for reproaching her in a Wrangle once about 
the Meanneſs of her Birth. This put Herod into ſo furious 
a Tranſport of Jealouſ and Indignation ; (for he lov'd Mari- 
amne as he did his own Soul) that he had much ado to forbear 
Jaſhing out into open Extravagancies, and contain himſelf 
within the Compaſs of Sobriety and good Diſcretion. But, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, he took Mariamne aſide, and put her 
to the Shrift about this Familiarity with 7o/eph. She purg'd 
herſelf by all that was poſſible for an innocent Woman to 
fay in her own Defence; that ſhe was clear, not only as to 
7oſeph, but to the whole World, of any Thing that did but- 
look like Criminal, or diſhonourable in her Converſation; 
The King, in fine, betwixt the Power of his Wife's Charms, 
and that of his own infinite Paf/zon ; ſoften'd by little and little, 
to ſuch a Degree, that he not only acquitted her of the Ca- 
lumny, but acknowledg'd himſelf convinc'd of her unſpot- 
ted Integrity, deſiring her Pardon over and above for the 
Raſhneſs of his Credulity in giving any Sort of Credit to fo 
ſcandalous a Rumour ; intermixing all Sorts of Tenderneſs in 
his Diſcourſe. Theſe Endeavours, in Concluſion, brought 
them to Tears and Embraces (as ic falls out commonly in 
theſe Love- Encounters) and the more diffident Mariamne ap- 
pear'd of the good Faith of Herod's Affection, the more ſolli- 
citous was he ſtill to confirm her in the Aſſurance of it.“ Yee, 
<« yes, ſays ſhe, a notable, Sign of a loving Husband indeed, 
« to order the putting of his innocent Wife to Death, in caſe 
* he ſhould happen to die himſelf!” At theſe Words, he 
flung himſelf ont of her Arms in a Rage; tearing his Hair, 
and crying out like a Mad-man. © It is now as clear as the 
«Sun, ſays he, that 7o/eph has corrupted my Wife; for no- 
thing leſs than the Power of ſuch a Confidence could ever 
© have extorted from him a Secret that was committed to 
“ him with ſo much Caution and Truſt.“ In this Impoten- 
cy Qi Paſſion, he had it in his Thought te ſtrike 012riamne 
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to the Heart; but having ſome Wemblings of his old Kind- 
neſs about him ſtill, he overcame, though with ſome Diffi- 
culty, that Provocation. As for Jof: ph, he commanded 
him immediately to be put to Death, without ſo much as 
hearing him; and Alexandra, at the ſame Time, to be im- 
priſon'd, as the Root of All this Milchicf. |; 

There were Troubles about this Time in Syria, prombted 


chiefly y the Practices of Cleopatra, who had an abſolute Power 


— 


with Anthony, and employ'd it wholly to Miſchief: teizing 
him perpetually againſt the great Men of the Corntry, till the 
had worm'd them out of their Governments, and then begg'd 
them for herſelf, Her Avarice, and Ambition, in fine, re 
ſo inſatiable, that ſhe made a Conſcience of nothing ſhe might 
get by; In the firſt Place ſhe diſpatch'd her Brother out of 
the Way; a Youth of ſome fifreen Years of Ape, and the next 
in Succeſſion to the Kingdom. She then prevail'd with .4nth- 
ny to have her Sitter Ar ſinoe taken-off at Epheſus, in the Tem- 
ple of Diana, even at her very Devotions : ſo that neither Tem- 
ples, Sepr cores, no Sanctuaries ſcap'd her, where th.re was 
Money or Spoil to be gotten by a ſacrilegicus Violation of them ; 
But right, or wrong; ſacred, or prophane, all was a Caſe 
to her, ſo ſhe might be a Gainer by it. In one Word; the 
Treaſure of the whole World would have b=en too little to ſa- 
tisfy the expenſive Pride and Vanity of this voluptuous Wo- 


man. So that being of this Humour, it was no wonder to ſee 
her ſo preſſing upon Anthony to take from othegs, when it was 


all deſign'd for herſelf: and ſhe had no ſooner ſet Foot into 


Syria With him, but ſhe fell to projecting immediately how to 
make herſelf Miſtreſs of it. Ly/anias, the Son of Ptolemy, 
2 was a Friend, ſhe ſaid, to the Parthians, and ſo ſhe procured 
- Hint fo be put to Death upon that Account. She begg'd alſo 


Li 


of inthony, Judæa and 1rabia, out of the Hands of the Kings 
thar had them in Poſſeſſion. Anthony was, in ſhort, ſo much 
at the Ccramand of this Woman, as if ſhe had not only cap- 


* tivated, but bewitch'd him: But there were ſome Indignities 


* fo groſs yet, that he could not comply with them, without 


proclaiming himſelf the ſcandalous Slave of an infamous 
Woman. In few Wor's, being loth to diſol lige his Miftreſs 
on the one Hand, by denying her any Thing, and as much 
aſham'd on the other, to publich himſelf for the meaneſt 
Creature live, in granting all her Aſkings; he compound— 
ed the Bus'neſs by giving her ſome certain Parts of both 
Provinces, and all the Cities from the River Fleutherus to 
Egypt, fave only Tyre and Syden, which had been always 

| = | iree'; 
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free; but this did not hinder her from purſuing Ant hony ſtill, 
with violent Importunities, to caſt them in over and above. 
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Cleopatra received with great Honour by Herod at A- 
pamia and Ptolemais. A luftful, ſhameleſs Woman. 
Herod ig for putting her to Death, but her Friends 
oppoſe it. So that he ſpeaks her fuir, aud carries her 
| Pant of ber Ma for Egypt. Anthony ſubdues Ar- 
menia, and complements Cleopatra with Priſoners 
and Preſents. A Tax of two Hundred Talents @ 
Year given to Cleopatra, BR 


— 4 


= Cleopatra had ſettled her Affairs, and ſeen Anthony 
V as far as Euphrates, upon his Expedition into Ar- 
menia, ſhe came back again, and took Apamia and Damaſ- 
cus in her Way to 7udea, where ſhe was honourably re- 
ceived by Herod; who treated with her for the Revenue of 
that Part of Arabia, and Fericho, that had been granted 
her: The latter being a Place famous for Bal/am, which is 
the moſt precious of all 'Gums, and likewiſe for the faireſt 
Palm- Trees in the World. Upon this Geciſion, ſhe ſet all 
her Wits and Arts at Work to engage Hered in an Amour ; 
and being a Woman naturally luſtful, and ſhameleſs, ſhe did 
as good as meet him half Way, toward the ſtriking-up of a 
Bargain: but Love was the Pretence all this while, though 
*twas likely enough ſhe might have ſome further treacherous 
Reach in't. Now Herod, that knew Cleopatra already for one 
of the ſpitefulleſt Creatures living, was as good as fortify'd 
againſt her beforehand ;' but when he came to ſee the proſti- 
tirted Impudence of her Behaviour, it gave him ſuch a Hors 
ror, that he reſolved, if ever it came to the Point, directly 
to turn her off, and affront her. The Queſtion was now 
(and he conſulted his Friends about ir) whether it might 
not be his beſt Courſe ro make ſure of this vile Woman 
while he had her, for it would be both a Satisfaction 
to thoſe ſhe had abus'd heretofore, and a, Security to 
thoſe ſhe might otherwiſe abuſe herettfter: Nay and Autho- 
ny himſelf would be the better for it too, for ſhe was the 
common Enemy of Mankind, and would be falſe to him- 
ſelf too, if ever he ſhould come to ſtand in Need of her. He- 
rad was abſolutely for taking her off; but thoſe about him, 
5 | 1 RO 
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* 
no leſs poſitively againſt it, as a Thing below the Dignity 
of a Frince to run ſo great a Hazard for. Wherefore they 
beſought him by all Means to bethink himſelf, and to do no- 
thing raſhly ; for Anthony, they ſaid, would not bear it, let 
it be never ſo much to his. Advantage; beſide that the loſing 
of his Miſtreſs by Force, or ſecret practice, would but en- 
-hance the Value he had for her before, and irritate him to a 
Revenge. And then for the excufing or palliating of a Vi- 
olence upon the Perſon of a Princeſs of her illuſtrious Blood 
and Quality, there would be no Room left fort: And ler 
the Benefit he might reap by her Death, be never ſo conſi- 
"derable, the Outrage upon the Honour, and Inclinations of 
Anthony would be yet unpardonable. They laid before him 
zalſo the mortal Confuſions that would inevitably follow, 
both in the Kingdom and in the Royal Family, upon the 
Execution of what he had in his Thought. As for the la- 


Fe m. nor B of the Woman, there n be nei- 


| 2 of his Miſtake, and ſo diverted bim from his deſ- 
perate Intent: Upon which Change of Mind, he comple- 
mented 3 with rich Preſents, and conducted ber to 
Ap. 
? Armenia being now over-run by. Anthony, he ſent Ariaba- 
zes, the Son of Tigranes, a Priſoner into Zgypt, with the 
Princes, his Sons, and made a Preſent of them to Cleopatra ; 
together with the whole precious Booty he had taken there. 
Artaxias, the eldeſt Son of Artabazes, who fled out of the 
Country at the breaking out of the War, ſucceeded to. his 
Father; but was afterward driven out again by Archelaus, 
and the Emperour Nero, who put up Tigranes, the young- 
-eft Brother of the Family into his Place. 
As to the Revenue of the Country that Anthony had given to 
Cleopatra, Herod mage punctual Payment of it; for he well 
knew that Woman was not to be provok'd; 2 ad that it was 
is Intereſt to keep Touch with her. The vrabiaus, conſi- 
dering that Herod had the levying of the Tax, made due 
Payment for fome Time, at the Proportion of zw9 Hundred 
Falents aYear + But this did not laſt long, for they fell- off 
by Degiecs, till it fell in the End to lefs than half. 
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CH A 3 vl. 


Auguſtus and Anthony Competitors for the Empire. 
Herod marches with an Army to join Anthony; who 
bids him fall upon the Arabians. A bloody Battle, 
and the Jews get the better of it, 4he Arabians had 
another great Army at Cana in Cœle- Syria: and they 
routed that alſa: But Athenion falling upon the Jews 
afterward, when they were ſpent and weary, gave 
them à total Overthrow, :. m 


| A Erod would certainly have reveng'd himſelf by a War * 
on the Arabians for this Contempt, and Breach of Faith, 
if the civil Broils of the Romans had not prevented him; for 
the Battle f Actium was now drawingsen, which in all Like- 
lihood would put an End to the Competition that was. then 
a: foot betwixt Auguſtus and Anthony, for the Empire. This 
happen'd in the Ohmpiad 187. Herod having been now a long 
Time (by the Favour and Bounty of Anthony) the Maſter of 
a rich and populous Country in Peace, and Plenty, with 
Men, Money, Corn, Cattle, &c. in Abundance, he levy'd a 
powerful Army out of Hand, and march'd with it toward 
the Aſſiſtance of his Patron; but Anthony telling Herod that 
he had no Need of it himſelf, appointed him rather to march 
back with it againſt the Arabiuns, whom he look'd upon to 
be a falſe, and a faithleſs People. Now this was carry'd by 
the Counſel and Direction of Cleopatra, who play'd her own 
Game in ſetting the Fewsand the Arabians together by theEars, 
Herod, upon this Order, drew-oft his Army back again, and 
ſoon after fell into Arabia with a formidable Body of Horſe 
and Foot; taking his March toward Dioſpolis; where the Arg- 
bigns having Intelligence of his Motions, were ready to en- 
counter him. The two Armies engaged, and after a bloody 
Battle, the eus carry'd the Day, After this a while, they 
got together another great Army at Cana in Cæle- Syria. Herod, 
upon Notice of their March, drew the greater Part of his 
Troops that Way too; propoſing to encamp and fortify, and 
there to wait the firſt fair Opportunity of breaking- in upon 
the Enemy. But the Soldiers were ſo animated with their 
former Succeſs, and fo well aſſur'd of the Reſolutions, State, 
and Condition of their Army, that Expectation (they cry'd) 
was but ſo much Time loft, and nothing would ſerve them 
Nun 4 but 
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but they muſt fall-on immediately. Nay ſuch was their Im. 
patience, that there was no keeping them in Order without 7 
it. The King was ſo well pleas'd with the prefling For- 


Wardneſs, and Alacrity.of ki; Men, that hecrgloly'd to en- 
courage the good Humour WI ile it was upon them, and to 
ſtrike while the Iron was "hot. So he put himſelf immedi. 
- ately in the Head of his Army with 'Sword in Hand, gave 
the Word of Command to march, aud-fall-on, and only to 
act after his Example. They advanced upon this, with to 
much Flerceneſs and Bravery, that the Arabians were ſtruck 
150 very Sight of it, before ever it came to the Shock. 
hey made ſome little Shew however of 2 f. aint Reſiſtance 
upon the firſt Encounter; but preſent! y.gave way, and find- 
ing they were not able to abide the Impreſſion, the greater 
Part of them fled, 
This Rout, in ſhort, had Se the Arabiaus Bus' neſs once 
for all, if AtheniongGleopatra' s General, in that Quarter, had 
not taken Advantag@ef that Diſorder. This #h benign had a 
mortal Averſion to Herod, and ſtood in a Kind of Neutrality, 
but with his Men in Order and drawn-up, attending the ifs 
ſue of the Pattle. ' If it had gone for the Arabicits, Athen ion 
would haxe been ** but. finding them to bõ worſted, and 
the Jews not only ſpent and weary'd. ont with the Action, 
but careleſs alſo ah ſecure in the Confidence of a certain 
Victory, Atlenion, with a conſiderable Body of the N: ativesg 
rook the 7ews off their Guards, and attack'd them by Sur- 
rize 3 diſperſing them without much Difficulty ; and'in the 
he #3 over Bogs and. Crags, which the. Jews were not ad- 
quaigted with, did great Execution. Upon this Defeat, the 
Arabian: took Heart ; rally'd, and reinforced the Ba ttle, fol- 
jowing. the Chace With ſo terrible 'n Slauzh wer, th at a very 
fmall Party of this great Body 'got-off. "Lhe King finding 
the Cale deſperate, 2 aud his Troops overborn with! 8 umbers, 
5 poſted away with all poſſible Speed for Relief; but before he 
could bring it up, the Jets Camp was taken and pillag'd: 
8 that here was a V itory gain'd beyond a] Hope, or Ima- 
ination, and a po werfe! Enemy deſtroy d, both in one, by 
the Means of an unexpected s 8 . ha Herod was forced af- 
ter this Diſa der, to betake himſelf to Nepredat! ona, and In- 
Curſions upon the Anabiaus, and fo encamy in tho Faſtneſſes 
of the Mou. atains „ withont d=ring to expols ! is Arm v to the 
? ITC of a Bartie'; 5 bat thi: was not Time utter ly loft kowe- 
for the kceping of his \ * len in Breath and Exerciſe, and 
1 109 thezar to all the Pu! 's of Mii! ary Diſcipline, he pat 
4 „ e mh 
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them in Condition to atone i in ſome U oh the Hogour 
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they had loſt. „ . n 
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CHAP. VII. 


A Dreadful Earthquake i in Judza. The Jews ſue for a 
Peace, and the Arabians Put their W 10 


Death. 


N the ſeventh Lear of the Relan of Herod ; and the Year 
of the famous Battle of Actium, there happen'd in Tudaa 
the moſt dreadful Earthquake that ever had been heard of: 
It devour'd a great Number of their Cattle; and there periſh'd 
tenThouſand Men in their Towns by the Ruins of their Hou- 
ſes that were overturn'd ; but the Soldiers in the open Air 
| Sap d better, becauſe there was nothing over their Heads to 
fall upon them. It is not to be imagin'd, how proud and 
inſolent the Hrabians grew upon the News of this Calamity; 
which how dreadful ſoever in the Truth, was yet further ag- 
gravated in the Report,; for they computed upon it” that Ju- 
daa was totally depopulated; ; their Cities and their People 
| ſwallow'd up, and the Natjon no longer in Condition to make 
Head. againſt them. - In this Diſtreſs, they ſent their Embaſ- 
ſadors to the Arabian to ſve fora Peace; who not only ſeiz- 
ed, and put.them' io Death, but ſoon after advanced with an 
Army againſt them. The Jews were ſo broken-hearted in, 
| the Senſe of the deplorate and hopelet State of their Affairs, 
that they gave all for loſt, Publick and Private, without either 
minding what became of the Government, or daring to ſtand 
their Ground vponthe Approach of the F nemy. The King 
dich all that was poſſible, to ſupport and encourage them in 
this abandon'd Detperation, by courting and cajoling them 
into a neceſſary Reſolution of Defending themſelves. There 
were. ſome, even of the more generoits Sort of his People, 
FR while the Wound was freſh and green, were not to be 
dealt withal by Counſeſ or Reaſon: But Herod, having 
brought. them to a more tractable Temper, by this frank 
Way "of Procee eding, deliger'd what he had to ſay by Way of 
Comfort and Enc aragement to the Ar my, in Words to 
has Efctt, | 5 ES. | 8 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Herod's Speech to the Army ; with a. State of the mY 
and of the Caſe. The'Jews take Courage. and beat the 
Arabians out of the Field. The Arabians in a miſera- 
ble Diſtreſs for want of W iter : and they deliver by 
r to Herod for Protection. 


« ov cannot be Tanorant, ſays he, my brave Fellows 
. © Companions and Soldiers, of the Difficulties and 
% Misfortunes we have Encounter'd of late, to our very great 
« Diſappointment; and in Truth, ir is no Wonder to ſee, 
« even the greateſt Reſolutions ſtagger'd at it; but conſider- 
e ing that the War is inevitably brought home to our Doors; 
and that there is nothing as yet has befall'n us, but may 
et in ſome Degree, be repair'd by Valour and Conduct, I look 
5 4 upon it to be my Part to raiſe and enliven your Spirits, 
e Aid to lay before you the Means of recovering your pri. 
“ mitive Virtue. 

Jo begin with the War ; you are to conſider, firſt, the 
Juſtice of it, and then the moſt injurious Provocations to 
. it; two of the moſt powerful Impulſes in Nature to Men , 
d of Honour and Courage. I ſhall then ſhew you that our 
© Misfortunes are not ſo hopeleſs and inſuperable as they may | 
e appear to be. To ſpeak in the firſt Place, to the firſt Arti- | 
4 cle; that is to ſay, the Juſtice of the Cauſe : be your ſel- ; 
” 5 wes the Judges, and the Witneſſes, of what I am about to 
« (ay. As tothe Arabians, you know them very well to be 
« an impious and a barbarous Generation of People, with- 
©& out either Truth or Honeſty ; and that they ly under this 
c Character wherever they have to do. But they have been 
ee ſo to us in a tranſcendent Manner, as if we had been ſiug- 
cc led out for the Mark of their Avarice and Envy, above all 
others. To paſs over their Ingratitude for otherObligations, 

* what was it but my Intereſt with Authony that prevented 

« their falling under the Yoke of Cleopatra? And it was for 

, my Sake again, that Anthony was otherwiſe ſo eaſy to them 
e out of a Tenderneſs he had, not to do any Thing that J 
£ might take ill: And fo for the Portions of Land out of both 
© Provinces, that Cleopatra obtained from Authenys what was 
* it but my Induſtry there alſo that ſettled the whole Mat- 

& ter, partly by the Preſents I made him at my own 2 ae 
partly 
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\ « partly the r. Hundred Talents I undertook to pay, my ſelf i 
| &« and two Hundred more that I gave Security for? Notwith- 
« ſtanding that ſeveral. Parcels of the Land that y their 

5 « Parts toward this Tribute, and are at preſent i in t Hel Poſ- 
« ſeſſion, do of Right belong to the eus; who in Equity 
4 ought to pay no Tribute at all, eſpecially. upon the Account 
*& of the Arabiaus that ſtand indebres to us even for their ve- 
« ry Preſervation. But it ſeems more unreaſonable yet, fora 
Nation that enjoy their Liberty by our Favour, as they have 
« confeſs'd it over and over with a Thouſand Thanks, to re- 
&« fuſe us a juſt Debt now at laſt in a Time of Amity and Peacę, 


& and to violate that Faith to their Friends, which has hithex- | 
t «© to been held ſacred even among Enemies. But theſe area 
) Sort of People by themſelves, that underſtand no Honeſty, 

, but Profit, and account nothing a Crime that's done far 


| & Gain. What is there more in our Caſe now, then the un- 
; « queſtionable Liberty of calling a faithleſs Enemy to an Ac- 
count by a juſt War? Now this is but according to the Will 
| «< and Precept of GOD Himſelf, who gives both Command 
| & and Authority to Right thoſe that ſuffer wrongfully under 
| % the Power of Violence and Oppreſſion ; eſpecially in a State 
« of Hoſtility, not only juſt, but neceſſary : As what could 
© be more horrid or a greater Affront to humane Society, 
* even in the Judgment of both Greeks and Barbarians, then 
„% that execrable Outrage of theirs upon the Perſons of our 
. © Embaſſadors, a Miniſterial Order of Men, whoſe Character 
& is every where held facred, and inviolable, and with the 
5. Fews as much as any other; for what are the Angels, and 
«© the Meſſengers of GOD from whom we have received the 
* Knowledge of his bleſſed Will and Commandments, but a 
&* glorious Sort of Embaſfadors? And it is by this Way of 
„Mediation that we are brought to the Knowledge of our 
* Duty to our Maker, and to the Means of living peaceably 
one with another. Judge now, if any Thing can be more 
% Brutal then to deſtroy the only competent Proviſion GOD 
* hath given us for the Well-being and Quiet of Mankind, 
* and to cut-off thoſe neceſſary Miniſters in the very Exceu- 
tion of their Office. How can theſe People now ever ex- 
5 pect either to pr olper in War, or to be happy in Peace, 
* after ſuch an Uſurpation upon the natural Equity and com- 
e mon Privileges of humane Society? For my own Part, I 
« cannot find that they have one Word to ſay for themſelves, 
& Tf it ſhall be ſuggeſted, that they that have the Right on 
their Side may make their beſt on't ſo long as the other 
* have the Power, This is not a Fancy to pals upon People 
* that 


924 I 9 125 AurTrevities, 


that have been better taught; and that know wherever 
Juſtice is, GOD is, and that N umbers and $ Strength can 
never prevail againſt him. : 

e put extraordinary Caſes, apart: Let us Reaſon the Mat. 
ter a little upon the Square, and ſet Forge againſt Force, 
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lu the firſt 


brave Man to overcome another. 
be ſtagger'd at the Thought of our domeſtick Broils, of 
the Judgment perhaps of our late Earthquake: tis a main 


Book XV. 


attle we were too hard for them; and in the 
ſecond they preſently ave Way, and fled before ns, upon 
the very firſt Shock. When we were abſolute Maſters of the 


Field, in came Athenion upon us, contrary both to Law | 
3nd Honour ; for there was no War declar'd. 


Will you 
give this Action now the Name of Valour, or of Pertidy ; 
or make any Thing more of it then a ſucceſsful Iniquity ? 


This is not a Time to ſink in our Courage, when we have 
ſo much Ground for Hope. Why ſhould we be afraid now 


of thoſe that we have always beaten Whenever we have had 


to do with them, upon fair and honourable Terms. Men that 


never pretended to a Victory but by Fraud, and foul Play, 


But put the Caſe now that they were yaliant indeed, that 
very Conſideration would be a Spur to Men of Honour to 


encounter them: For there's no Reputation to be gotten 


by the baffling of a Scoundrel; but it is the Glory »f one 
If any of you ſhould 


Point that the radians will find themſelves mightily 
miſtaken in the Opinion of, and in reckoning upon the Ca- 


lamity to be much greater then it was: Neither is there 
the leaſt Colour of Reaſon in the World, why any Thing 


ſhould diſcourage us becauſe it emboldens them : and they 
have no Ground in Nature for their Confidence, but that 
they take us to be broken-hearted and deſponding: $9 
that we have no more to do to bring down their Stomachs, 


then generouſly to bear- up againſt our own Misfortunes; 
and the more conſiderable we make ourſelves, the lefg 
conſiderable we ſhall find the Enemy. Neither are we ſo 


deſpicable as we are ſuppos' d to be; for our Diſappoint- 
ment has nothing in it that looks like a F atality ; but we 
are to reckon upon it among the common Chances of 
War. If GOD bronght this Evil upon us, it is as certain 
that he remov'd it from us too, accarding ta his merciful 
Method of puniſhing Sinners, without deſtroying them : 


But for a more convincing Argument of GOD's Approba- 


tion of our proceeding in this War, do but obſerve what a 
Bina: Evidence he has been pleas'd to give us in favour of 


. What clearer n. of G OD's diſtinguiihing 
© Goodnels 


* 
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« Goodneſs toward you could you deſire, then that when ſo ma- 
« ny Thouiands of other People up and down the Province, 
« were taken away by this devouring Earthquake, not one 
“ Soldier ſuffer'd in't: And who knows, if the whole Nati- 
© on had been cngag'd i in the ſame Cauſe; bat the Piefy of 
it might poſſibly have averted the Judgment. Reep this 
c Providence in your Thonght, with this further Comfort 
and Aſſurance; that you have the Almighty for your Pro- 
« tector; and take this along with you too, that you have 
* Right on your Sides, and a moſt impious Generation of 
& Men to deal withal ; a People faithleſs to Friends and Al- 
« lyes, Private and Publick ; bold only in ſacrilegious and 


* unmanly Murders, and not the Heart to look a reſolute 


“ Enemy in the Face.“ 


This Harangue of Herod's ſet the Jews a- fire to be in Acti- 


on: ſo that taking them in the fighting Humour, he Sacrificed 
in Form, and march'd away immediately toward the Arabians 
beyond Jordan, where he encamped. There was a Caſtle be- 
twixt the two Armies, which both Parties (it ſcems) had an 
Eye upon, as a Place of great Advantage, in caſe either of 
Decamping, or of a Battle. The firſt Point in Diſpute was 
the gaining of this Poſt, which began in a Skirmiſh at a Piſ- 
tance, with Darts and Launcds-: ; but drawing nearer-one a- 
nother by Degrees, it came in the End to a cloſe Engage- 
ment with loſs of Men on both Sides, till in the Concluſion 
the Arabians turn'd their Backs, and quitted the Field. This 
Succeſs put the Fews in ſuch Heart, finding the Arabian, fo 
cow'd, that they puſh'd them to their very Trenches ; where 


for a while they made a Shew, in a diſorderly Way, of ſome 


Sort of Reſiſtance; but it was ſo faint that there was not to 
be ſeen either in their Lobks or Actions, the leaſt Hope of 
Prevailing. They fought it however after their Way, part- 
ly encourag'd by their Numbers, and partly forced upon it 


by the inevitable Neceſſity of either fighting, or dying; till 


at laſt, after a long Conteſt, and a great deal of Blood Spilt, 


they were put to a total Rout : and with ſo terrible a Shugk-_ 


ter, that betwixt thoſe that fell by the Enemy's Swords and 
their own, and thoſe that were trod to Death in the Croud, 
they wanted five Thouſand of their Number : the reſt mak- 
ing away to the Camp, but with a miſcrable Proſpect before 
them, for they had neither Meat nor Drink to keep Life and 
Soul together. And in this deplorable Condition, the Jews: 
coop'd them up fo cloſe, that there was no Room, left ei- 
ther ſor Relief or Eſcape. 
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their Deputies, that he would either grant them a Peace, or 
but the Charity of cold Water to quench their parching 
Thirſt : but Herod was fo bent upon his Revenge, that he 
would not ſo much as hear of any Thing of Emba//adors, or 


Preſents from them, nor gratify them in any Thing whatſo- 


ever that they deſir'd. Within the Compals of five Days at- 
ter this, a matter of four Thouſand of them came out, and 
offer d themſelves to Captivity and Chains to avoid the more 
infupportable Calamity of a raging Drought. On the ſixth 
Day all the reſt made a Sally by Conſent, and attack'd the 

iegers; chuſing rather a preſent Certainty of Death, then 


0 Expoſe themſelves with Infamy to the lingring Torment 


of it. In this Deſperation, they. iſſu'd out of their Camp, 
but without either Spirits or Strength, anſwerable to the Pre- 
ttence of ſuch an Action: Only they ſought their Death as 

the only caſe their Condition was capable of. I here ſell ſe- 
ven Thouſand of them upon the firſt Encounter; and this O- 
FVerthrow taught them to their Coſt, that Herod was a great 
Captain, and not to be treated at that Rate, and thereupon 
they deliver'd themſelves-up to his Protection. 


* „ U I. . | 
Herod pu d up with a cheap Victory. Anthony defeated 
4.4 Actium. Herod is for taking Hyrcanus out of the 
Way: A ſoft eaſy Prince. Alexandra, an aſpiring, tur- 
 Gulent Woman, writes to Malchus to meet her with a 
Party at the Lake of Aſphaltites. Doſitheus ſhews He- 
rod the Leiter; and after that the Anſwer. Hyrca- 
nus is examin d upon it, and put to Death. The whole 
Story thought to be a Contrivance of Herod's. Je 
Hiſtory of Hyrcanus. Herod goes preſently to Cæſar, 


and commits his Government to his Brother Phetoras: | 


Leaves his Kelations in Maſlada, and his Fife in 
Alexandrion : Joſeph and Sohemus their Keepers. - 


T HI 8 victory elevated Herod to ſuch a Degree of Vanity 
in his own Thoughts, and of Reputation in the W orld 


for a great Man at Arms, that away he went back again to 


Jeruſalem, in the full Poſſeſſion of his uttermoſt Wiſhes : Bur 
in the very Rapture of this imaginary Eſtabliſhment of his 
: Fortune, 
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In this Extremity, they ſent out a Requeſt to Herod, by 
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Fortune, there came ſuch a Cooler to him in the News of 
Anthony's being defeated at Actium by Auguſtus, that he gave 
himſelf for a loſt Man upon't; and it was not his Thought 
alone neither, but Friends and Foes were all of the ſame Opi- 
nion; and that Auguſtus would never forgive any Man that 
had been ſo great a Friend to Anthony. The former were ſo 
plain with him, as not to diſguiſe the Apprehenſion they had 
of his Ruin; the other, under a Pretence of condoling witk 
him, were nevertheleſs hcartily glad*at the hopeful Proſpe& 
they had of better Things. It ran in Herod's Head, that Hyr- 
canus being the only ſurviving Branch of the Royal Family, it 
would be much for his Intereſt to have him taken out of the 
Way, whatever might become of himſelf, with a Reſpe& _ 
to Cefar ; tor whether he ſcap'd his Diſpleaſure, or fell under 
it, he did not think it ſafe to have ſo fair a Pretender betwixt 
himſelf and the Government ; beſide that on the other Hand, 
he gratify'd his End by cutting him off from the Succeſſion. 
While he was caſting about in his Thoughts what to do, the 
very Family of Hyrcanus furnith'd him with an Occaſion to 
bring him to a Reſolution. This ſame Hyrcanus he knew to 
be a Man. of a foft, eaſy Nature; one that had ever been a- 
verſe to Bus'neſs, leaving all Things to Chance, and a con- 
tented Creature in all Conditions; but his Daughter Alexan- 
dra, on the contrary, was a Woman of an atpiring, turbulent 
Spirit; impotent in her Paſſions, and manifeſtly overjoy'd 
in the Hope ſhe had of a Change. This Woman was ſtill 
preſſing and tampering with her Father to bethink himſelf 
of ſom Way to deliver his Family from the Oppreſſions and 
Perſecutions of Herod, and to provide in Ti ne for his own 
Security in the Proſpects and Contemplation of his better For- 
tune. Her Advice was, that he ſhould write to Malchus, at 
that Time Governour of Arabia, deſiring him, if there ſhould. 
be Occaſion, to receive him into his Protection. For if it 
ſhould be Herod's Hap to fall under the Ditpleaſure of Cæſar, 
he cou'd not fail of being reſtor'd to his Dignity, having an 
indeſputable Right of Title, and the good Will of the People, 
clearly on his Side. Hyrcanus hung-off for a good while; but 
being ply'd Day and Night to the ſame Tune with hopeful 
Encouragements on the one Side, and the treacherous Practices 
of Herod on the other, he ſuffer'd himſelf to be over-born in 
the End, by the Importunicy of a Woman, and ſo wrote to 
the Arabian, and committed the Charge of the Letter to one 
Doſitheus ; in Subſtance to this Purpoſe: that he wond ſend 
him a Party of Horſe-men to the Lake Aßphaltites ſume three 
Hundred Furlongs from Jeruſalem, This Letter was _ | 
. OY rather 
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0 rden, „Aga Camſident both of Hyreanus, 
a ene dypon as an 


| 9 ee . his Kinſman 
bo Sake oh dtbebrethers chat. were 
Ing before Guth, at He. Buftull this 
1 to keep, Ngſitbeumtrue tohis Truſts ſo that 
E make an Intereſt with the preſent King, and 
os d. him the Letter, ho gave him Thanks for 
5 de e only one Thing further of him, 
+ was that. he. ſhouſd make-itup again and ſeal.it, and 
0 carry it for ward. to Male us, a 1150 eee his Anſwer; for 
| tr Would much concern him, he ſajd, tg fee how the other | 
beba ved, himſelf t upon it. Doſitheus, acquitted himſelf, punc- 
By N of. his Gonggaiſfion, and brought back with him the A.- 
p g4 ans Auſiuen: Whichzwas to this Effect; „ That he was 
| dy to entertain himſelf and his Family ; ; and that if he 
5 1 2 the whole Party of the Jews . vith him, that 
be that Intereſt, they ſhould be all elcome; - and 
< thai e woul Id 9 80 him a Convoy for their Safety; and, 
3 that he Mas ready to ſer ve him to all Manner of 
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d 9 by 999255 upon the Receipt of this Letter, called 
Hlyrcanus to bim, and alk'd him the Queſtion, Whether he 
held any Intelligence with Malehus or not; who ſaid, Notte at 
4% : and thereupon, Herod produc'd the Letter ; ; had it read 
pubhekly, and order'd Hyrcanus to be put to Death. . This 
is the Story ; as we find it in Herod's Commentaries,” though 
Alus reported ſeveral Ways. Some, will have it, tHat he was 
bl bl Nit Death for a. Gonſpi piracy, and not for the Crime that is 
= here ſuggeſtad. But it goes, *;that Herd, put it to Hyrcanus 
a" once at an Entertainment, and without any Shew of Suſpi- 
6 cion; whether he had received any Letters from Malehus. 
<0 He ſaid, Yes indeed he had: But they were only Letters of 
Courſe, and common Civility.,., Herod went then a little 
« further with him, and a{k'd;if he had never received any 
& Preſents from him, He ſaid, Yes, he had; but they were 
only four Horſes for his Pleaſure. Ihe King would have this 
to be Treaſon, and- Corruption, and had him preſently taken 
away for r and executed. Many are of Opinion after all this 
yet, that he dy'd innocent, and upon very good Grounds, 
too; for he was known to be one vf the mildeſt unmeddling 
1 Creatures that ever was heard. of: ſo modeſt and temperate, 
70 600 that he was not. guilty of one raſh Action in the whale; 
[FEY Gourſe of his Life: no not ſo much as in the. Liberties of his 
9 (| Youth, or the Exerciſe of his Authority, for he governd al- 
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was now upward of eighty Years of Age: He rod ſafe in the 
Eſtabliſhment of his Power, and himſelf on the wrong Side 
of Euphrates, having left his Friends behind kim, and all this 
in Submiſſion to his Dominion, Now for Hyrcanns to attempt 
a Thing in Appearance ſ6 Impradticable; and otherwiſe 1d 
contrary to his Cenius and [nclination ; no Mortal can preten 


to believe; or that there was any Thing more i the whe 
Story, then a meer Practiee, and Cofittivatice of Herod's, -- 


This was the End of Hyrcanus, after a ſtrange Variety of 
Fortune in a long and a troubleſome Life. He was advanced 
to the Pontificat in the Reign of his Mother Alexandra; upon 
whoſe Deceaſe, after nine Years Execution of his Office, ha 
ſucceeded to the Government. In three Montlis after this: 
he was driven out by his Brother Ariſtolulus but reſtor'd af 
ter that, by Pompey, to the Poſſeſſion. of all his Dignities, which 
he enjoy'd for the Space of forty, Years. He Vas once again 
then dethron'd by Antigonus had his Ears cut - off, andcarry'd 
away Priſoner by the Parthians. He had not been there long, 
but he was ſet at Liberty and came back again; promiting 
himſelf mighty Matters from the Friendſhip of Herod, who 
was ſo far from anſwering his Expectations, that on the cops 


trary, after ſo many Turns and Croſſes of a vexatious For- 
tune, he cauſed him to be put to an iafamous Death in the 


Extremity of his old Age. He was, in fine, a Mati of emi- 
nent Candour, fuſtice, and Moderation; but a Lover af his 
Eaſe, and ſo conſcious to himſelf of his own Inſufficieriey 
for the Offices of a publick Adminiſtration, that for the mo 

part he entruſted the Charge into other Hands, This Facility 


of Hyrcanus was ths making of Antipater's and Herod's For 


tunes, and it was ſo order'd that this Goodneſs of his, with- 
out any Colour of Law, or Equity, colt him his Life. 


So ſoon is Herod had. made ſure of Hyrcanus, he went his 


£ * 
* 4 


Way preſently to Cæſur, but without any Thought of Favour 


from him, toward 4 Man that had fo heartily eſp6uſed the 
Cauſe of Anthony. He had a ſtrong Suſpicion of Alexandra : 
and not knowing what Advantage fhe might mage of hig 
Abſence, toward the ſtirring- up of the People to a Rebellion, 
he lodg'd the Government in the Hands of his Brother Phera> 
ras ; diſpoling of his Mother Cypris, with the Siſter, and other 
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their living quietly together. He put the Government of the 
Fort into the Hands of a couple of try'd and truſty Friends, 
Jeſeph his Treaſurer, and Sobemus, an Iturœan, under a Pre- 
text of doing Honour to theſe Princeſſes; but with private 
Order over and above, ſo ſoon as ever they ſhould come to 
be certzinly intorm'd of any Violence upon his Perſon, im- 
mediately to deſtroy them both; and to the uttermoſt of their 

Power, ſecure the Government to his Sons, and to his Brother. 
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, 4 generous 3 of Herod's to Ceſar; which is ex- 

5 rremely well receiv'd, and be himſelf reſettled m his 

Government. Herod 7ztercedes for Alexander; but 

Auguſtus had-bound himſelf up by a Vow : So that no- 

bing could be done in it. fle waits aon Cæſar at 
Ptolemais, where he had a 101} nag ficent Reception. | 


GO ſoon as Herod had given all neceſſary Orders, he haſten'd 
away to Rhodes to find out ar there, Upon his Arri- 
val, he took off his Crown, and laid it aſide; but for the 
reſt of his Royal Robes, he kept them without ſifting them, 
n Cz/ar's admitting him to his Audience, he gave a no- 
ble Teſtimony of the Greatneſs of his Mind; and without a— 
ny Submiſlions, Excuſes, or Supplications, as is common in 
ſuch Cafes, he made a frank Report of matter of Fact, with- 
out the Formality of any crouching Preface, or Apolog y. 
«© J am not come hither, Crea Ca/ar, ſays he, to difown 
& the Sacredneſs of a Friendſhip I ever have had for 4:thoxy ; 
& and Fſhall take a further Freedom to declare, that he ſhould 
e have been Maſter of the World, if I could have made him 
“ ſo. Tis true, I was not Perſonally i in the laſt Battle with 
ec him; for my Commiſſion call'd me away againſt the Arabi- 
& ans; but at the ſame Time, I ſerv'd him to the uttermoſt of 
% my Power with Money and Proviſions; and I was ſory I 
© could do no more too, for ſuch was theT baderneſy I had for 
& Hut hony, and ſuch my Obligations to him, that I reckon'd 
„ myLile as much a Debt to him; and it was effectually as 
much at his Devotion, as my Fortune: But ſince I could 
© not be with him at 2 J mult yet juſtif, myſelf, that 
“ J had {till the fame Affection for his Perſon and Cauſe, af- 
ter that fatal Day, that I had before: Neither did I ſo 
4 en. 
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* much as waver,” at this Change of Fortune, toward the 
* changing of my Party. Nay, in thoſe Occaſions, when IL 
* could not aſſiſt him with my Aris, I never fail'd to ſerve 
c him with my Advice, which was to qut-off Cleopatra in 
« Time, and ſieze her Kingdom into his own Hands, as the 
« only Courſe in Nature to preſerve him. And if he had ta- 
4 ken this Precaution, I dare appeal to Ceſar himſelf, whe- 
te ther he would not have thought it reaſonable to have treat- 
« ed with him at this Inſtant upon fairer Terms; but he 
er choſe rather to go another Way to Work; and for Want of 
& Conlideration, advanced your Intereſt inſtead of his own. 
« Now if you ſhall think the worſe of tne- for taking Part 
« with Anthony, becauſe you were his profeſs'd Enemy, this 
ee ſhall not hinder me yet from owning and juſtifying the 
6“ Services I have done him, and the Reſpect I have ever had for 
e him. But if you ſhall be pleas'd now to conſider the Qua- 
ce lity, the Friendſhip, abſtracted from the Circumſtances of 
© the Perſon, you will find in the Faith and Gratitude of” 
* the Caſe, ſomewhat perhaps that may encourage. you to 
% make Trial of it yourſelf; tor whether it be to Cæſar, or to 
Anthony, the Dignity of the Character will be ſtill the ſame. 
Theſe Words of Herod's were deliver'd with an Air ſo ge- 
nerous, and. accompany'd with ſo moving a Grace, that Au- 
guſtus, who had in him naturaliy a Greatneſs and Benignity 
of Mind, was not able to reſiſt the Charms of Eis yery De- 
fence : Inſomuch, that treating him with ſingnlar Inſtances” 
of Humanity a and Eſteem, he bad him take up his Crown a= 
gain, and be the fame Friend for the Future to himſelf, that 
he had formerly been to Azthony ; giving allo to underſtand 
that * Capidius had made him ſenſible of the good Offices He- 
rod had done him in the Matter of the Gladiators. When He 
rod cams to find theſe fair Words follow'd with anſwerable 
Effects; as the re- inſtating of him in his Kingdom, with a 
Decree of the Senate, to ſecure him in the Poſſeſiwn of it; and 
all this done by the ſpecial Fav our and Procurement of Cefars 'I 
which was a Felicity ſo much beyond Hered's Expectation, 
that nothing could be more ſurpriſng to him. Upon this 
Eſtabliſhment, he attended 4ugyſtus into Ægypt, treating 
Himſelf and his Friends upon the Way with a Magnificence of 
Pomp, and Prefeats, ſuitable to the Perſon, and the Obliga- 
tion; and every Way anſwerable to the Largeneſs of his 
Ooog | cart. 
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exand! of Ant hony's, td ward the gaining vi his 
ardoni; but 5\ having ty'd _— vp by a ſalemn 
Vow not to bes. em. Bis RequeG: could mot granted, | 
AiTþe Iwo hat upon this, Turn, gave Herod for loſt, were 
ig: ſuch an A ge ment at his, coming bs back. greater then he 
Vent out, een Fook'A ypob him as a Perſon under the 
dare of a peel lin Providence th2t cal g alk his Perlls and 
Diizraces'to His Advatitaght, 3 dern Sygate 
When Ce/ar was how upott bis Return dut of Egypt, He- 
750 went out to meet himat Polevigit, re he treated him 
with an incredible State and EXPED 5 888 not qm himſelf, 
but his whole Army too, whom pe ſupply d with all wanner 
of Neceſſaries. Upon this, Ocea mon, (lar took him, in a 
friendly Way of n Ith him; inſomuch that they 
two rode together commonly; white their Troops were draw- 
ing out. Herod, having at kand*a- Train of à Hundred and 
WP +Perfohs; 1 pic hly Habitedy: and perfectly well inſtructed 
in the Province that Was committed t their Charge it was 
their Bus'neſs to attend the Service of Cæſur and his Friends 
A then?” Pailope,; rand to provide, that Reith bine 0 . 
Army fficulgl wants either Wine gr Water, let the, by ay 
kitver fe dry, and harrengs Thich, gave Kim A mighty Repu- 
ttktidin ameug. the Soldiers. He pręſented ie in f 1 0 with 
eig lr Hundred Tulknts, a and gave fo unix . 2 alis 97 112 
-that- they. paid a greater Veneration, to t ignizye; 0 
Mindithen to that of his Erpwn. Upon, this Cenckoft ITy 0, of E 
. *=Haviours in the improvement of | {o fignal an Opger unity to 
dſbewihimſelfpo and atierward, the f. ſame, Manner o 0 Reſpe. | 
S&veragaim to givers others of che eminent Raman 257 tl eir 
Faſſage ent: of gp; All Peaple gave him the C aracter of 
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81, Fovaur the even. Herad an unbappy.Man fill. it alt 
nh Glory. Mariamne Woman of: frngular Honour, a 
_ Firtne: Herod covres- Marie mmer and ſhe deſpiſes bins 
0 A Pio up ber Eife, Herod puts Sohemis a Heath. 
| > Nfarigiye, gr d alſo, Hntenc d aul Executed. Mat 
"6 L Fine 222 anch to the, Laſt. Herod”; Horror 9 

Conſcience. A raging Plague i in Jeruſalem.” Herc 
- nere 7 Niſtemper. Alexandra contrivẽs 
£1 the pet tins of. fore: rom Forts into ber Hands: She 
i 010 und executed.” 'Hetod's outrageotis Crim 
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_ 1400 48 50 frog. aud all deſtroy . 4 Plot upon 
. . Herod tgehe Thearrs, dear 40 a Spy. The Con, 
> oſfuratonn un the: Pleth, They « are put to Death; and b 
5 1 tarn 4d Hieces. A Diſcovery extorieg. 
2 "by Por ents.- "Herod forvifees Samaria. | 
a fda DIV Y 2% 11 % ot. 
H kis Return to is Rlugdom, in the very Height of 
al his Gary, found à diſorder'd Family, and his Wife 
"and Mother-in-law miſerably out of Humour; for they look'd 
upon themſelves rather as Priſoners in that Gaſtle Ewhich in 
Truth they were) then as there c. poſited for the Security of 
their Perſons, and it went to the Heart of them alſo to con- 
ſider, that they had not the Command there of any Thing in 
he World. Mariamue was ſtrongly poſſeſs!d with an Opini- 
85 57 all her Huſband's Cb untenances of Love to her, were 
Diſgüile ànd Prerext for his own Convenience. But the 
Thing at laſt that ſhe tobt the moſt heinoully, was her Huss 
band's' SRetbthrfdn not to-fuffer her to ſur vive him incaſe af his 
Death. It ran ſtill in her Head, the bloody Order her Huſband 
had given to Fo/#p4 ; So that he had no other Way of Safe» 
ty left her, unleſs ſhe ceuld fiveeten her Keepers; Sohemus 
ef] eſpecially, for her Life was manifeſtly in his Hands. He ſtood 
his eds. a while at the Beginning, and kept true to Ris 
Tru; „ bürupon the Women's paying him with little Favours 
ald fair Words, he gave Way by little and little; and in the 
End ent canes the whole Story of Herod's Inſtr vctions. Now 
he ldoRd upon Ferodat this Time, as a Man out of Play : So 
hat, thought he, there's no Danger of him, on the one 
-I6 Hand, and I ſhall be ſure of the Princeſſes to Friend on the 
„other z, and by this Means ſecure myſelf againſt all Ghan« 
.& ces: G5 pt put the Caſe; ſayFbe again, at worſt; and that He- 
0083 « rod 
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cc | lie} in every Thing to his wiſh, he has, to my Know- 
“ leage, ſo doting a Paſlon for Mariamne, that he will ne. 
$ ver do any Thing without her.“ Upon theſe Conſide- 
Fations, he blabb'd the whole Secret. Now the Thought of 
theſe repeated Practices, one after another upon the Life of 
Mariamne, gave her ſuch a Diſguſt for hex Huſband, that ſhe 
. made it, her daily Prayer he might never come alive back a- 
gain; ſuch was the Dread and Horror ſhe had at the very 
*Thought of living with him : and this was no more then ſhe 
own'd a while after barefac'd, When ſhe could dilguiſe the 
Matter no longer. . 
. Herod was ſo full of his new * W Honour and 
Preferment, that he thought the Time long (as he had Rea- 
Jon) till he brought Mariamne the firſt Tidings of it himſelf; 
Which he did with all the Tenderneſſes of Kiſſes and Embras 
ces, as the Woman of the World he had the greateſt Value 
for. But while he was amplifying upon the Story of his good 
Fortunes, his Wife was looking careleſly about her all the 
while, without giving any heed to what he ſaid. TheSlight 
indeed was a little too open; but ſhe being: a Woman of Cans 
dor and Sincerity, gave to underſtand in her Countenance, 
chat Herod's good News and Careſſes were rather troubleſome 
to her, then agreeable. So that. he was no longer tormented 
with a Zealouſy, but it was now. come to a demonſtrative Cer- 
-tainty of what he fear'd; for his Wife's Averſion to him was 
by this Time ſo manifeſt, that what with Indignation to ſee 
Bis Lovs ſo deſpis'd, and what with the Conſufion he was in 
beiwizt' the Tranſports of his Rape, and his Affection, ſach was 
his Deſtraction under the Violence of theſe two Extremes, 

chat he was like a Man torn to Pieces upon the Competition, 
While, his Tenderneſs drew him this Way, and his Reſent- 
- ments hurry; d him that: So that he could not gratify the one 
without giving Offence to the other. But the Thing he moſt 
'of all dreaded was this, leſt in taking a preſent Revenge upon 
his Wife, he might draw.a worſe Mifchief upon his.own Head 
an the Conſequence, when he would come to {ind after ward 
that he could not live without her.. 

Wgile Herod was labouring in this = eG irs of | 
Thought how to bchave bimſelf toward Mariamne, his Mo- 
ther and Siſter could not have wiſh'd for a fairer Opportunity. 
- of blowing the Coil; and of interpoling « Oy Calumnies and o- 
ther ill Offices, to indeme the. outrageons, jealous Humour of 
her. RaſLand againſt her. I en ply dim, in ſhort, wich ſuch 
puggeBigns, as rbOοůT] he's coald not abſoiutely reject, Yet nei- 
ther could. 0 1 eee 1; b believe. weng 28 Ne vocab! 5 e de- 
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ſtroy a Perſon he had ſo great a Kindneſs for upon the Credit 
of that Evidence. Herod however became every Day more 
:and more uneaſy; and by Degrees harſher to her: and as 
,  Mariamne on the other Hand made no Difficulty of diſcover- 
ing her Diſcontents, ſo Herod's extreme Afedtion came by little 
and little to be tranſported into an embitter'd Hatred: Info- | 
much that he might probably have put her to Extremities out 1 
of Hand, if it had not been for the News juſt at that Inſtant of | 
the Death of Anthony and Cleopatra, and of Cæſuar's being at 
that Time in the Poſſeſſion of Ægypt. Upon this Intelligence, 
Herod haſten'd away to Auguſtus ; leaving Things at this 
Paſs in his Family, and recommending Mariamne to Sohemus 
over again, with Acknowledgments of his former Care and 
Fidelity, and the Grant of Command in 7udæa for a Grati- 
fication. Upon this Congreſs in Egypt, Cz/ar treated Herod 
at another Rate of Freedom and Confidence then before, and | 
With divers Inſtances of a ſingular Eſteem and Reſpect: Ag x 
he preſented him with the four Hundred Gauls that had been | 
of Cleopatra's Guards ; putting him into Poſſeſſion of that 
Part of the Country that Anthony had beſtow'd upon Cleopa- 
ra; With the additional Government of Gadara, Hippen, 
and Samaria ; and toward the Sea, of Gaza, Anthedon, Foppa, 
and the Tower of Straton, which was no fmall Acceſſion of 
Power and Splendor to his Royal Stare. $9 + | 
When he had waited upon Cæſar as far as Antioch, he went 
back again to Feru/qlem, where he found himſelf as miſerable 
at Home, as he had been fortunate Abroad; and that the 
dazzling Satisfactions of a Crown were not ſufficient to bal- 
lance the Mortifications of an unhappy Marriage; eſpecially 
being a Match that he had ſet-up his Reſt upon, as the greateft 
Bleſſing of his Life ; for no Mortal ever doted upon a Woman 
as he did upon Mariamne, and with an honourable Paſſion 
too. Not bat that ſhe was a Perſon loyal all this while to 
the higheſt Degree of a ſcrupulous Chaſtity : but withal fo 
freakith by Fits, that ſhe forgot all Reſpect for her Husband's 
Patience, Authority, or Power; even to the reproaching of him | 
ſometimes beyond Meaſure. Buthecarry'deveryThing tempe= © 
rately and fair, notwithſtanding all the Provocations of hitting F 
his Mother, and his Siſter in the Teeth at every Turn, with the 
Meanneſs of their Families; and this ſo publickly too, that 
the Fewd it rais'd among the Womem was implacable; be- 
fide that it kept up the malevolent Humour ef Calumnies and 
Scandals, Theſe ſealouſies went forward for a whole Year 
after Herod's coming back from Cæſar, and encreaſing daily, 
till in the End this following Contrivance ag put in Erecu- 
8 5 99 | tion, 
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gion. be King took an Occdſion onee iche Heat of the 
Day to retire into his 'Cloſet to repoſe himſelf, here akind 
Fit taking him, he call'd for Marianine ? She went in to him; 
and upon his careffing- of her made no other Return 0. all 
His Dallyances, Iepottunities, and Prayers, then that of à 
contemptupus ſcornful Repulle ; minding him at the fame 
Time with Bitterneſs; of the Death of her Father, and her Bro- 
ther. Herod was ſb incenſed with the Indignity of this; Af. 
Front, that ſtarting up in a Rage, he had much a- do to for- 
bear laying violent Hands upon her. His Siſter hearing a 
Kind of Buſtle kept the Butler in Readineſs to diſcharge him? 
ſelf of a Commiſſion that ſhe had given him ſometime before; 
which was to go to the King with a Story, how Mariamne had 
been dealing with him to aſſiſt her in the preparing ofa Loves 
Potion for him: directing him, if the King ſnould aſk what 
was in it, he ſhould only ſay, that it was of Mariamne's order- 
ing; and for the Ingredients, that he knew ryothing of them, 
his Part being only to preſent it; but in Caſe the King made 
no further Enquity, he ſhould ſay nothing neither, and there 
would be no Hurt done. The Butler having his Inſtructi- 
ns at hit Fingers Ends, did every Thing according to his Or- 
er, and > addreſſing himſelf to Herod with a Face of Gravis 
Pp: and Bus'nefs, he gave him to underſtand that Mariamne 
ad been tempting him with Money and Rewards to provide 
a Philtre for him. The Butler finding the K ing to be ſtartled 
at it, told him further; that having ſuch a Potion offer'd him: 
and not knowing what might be in it, he thought it the ſafeſt 
Way, both for bis Majeſty, and for himſelf, to wait upon 
him with this Information. Herod was ſafficiently nettled 
already; birt the Sur priſe of this Diſcourſe made hini directly 
putrageops: So that he order'd immediately the putting of a 
particular Confident of Mariamne's to the Torture, taking for 
granted-that there was not any Thing little or great, that 
ſhe would do withont his Privity. As to the Points he was 
queſtion'd upon, there was nothing to be extorted from him; 
pat letting fall fome Words in the Anguiſh of his Pains, bints 
ing that it was ſomewhat Soſemus told Mariamne, that made 
her ſo nneaſy 5 Herod burſt-ont into an Exclamation while 
the Words were yet. bẽtwixt his Lips: © That Sohemas who 
* had ever been ſo faithful a Subject and à Patriot to his 
Princes and to his Cont try, would never have betray'd ſuch 
65 a Secret as "this? is, hut in the Confidence and Endear- 
© mefit Sf A Haſeivibus Embrace.” An this very Inſtant, he 
appointed Sehen to bet ſcia d and put toDearh-: Summoning 
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Cabal of his own Creatures for her Judges, The Charge 


exhibited againſt her was 2 pretended Conſpiracy: to poiſon 


the King. Herod was fiercer and fouler upon her both ity 
Words and in Actions then ſtood with, = Dignity of a Tri- 
bunal of Juſtice ; and perceiving how he ſtopd affected, they 
all pronounced her guilty after his, Example. But yet the 
Sentence notwithſtanding, neither Herod. himſelf, nor the 
People about him, were of Opinion for precipitating the Ex- 
ecution, but rather to keep-her in 2 Priſon then to take 23 
way her Lite ; only Salome, and her Faction were Tooth and 
Nail for dit; patching her out of Hand, and the King was the 
more eaſily prevail'd upon to agree to't, for Fear of a Revolt} 
as they ſuggeſted, when the People mould underſtand that 


the Queen was yet living. This was the Pretence that 
brought Mariamne to her End. 7: 15} an 


Alexandra, after this Proceeding upon 3 Daughter, mige 
reaſonably enough expect that her own Turn ſhould benextax 
So that for Fear of the worſt, ſhe abandon'd her Reputatièm 
to ſave her Skin, and fell ſo low, that her Behaviour WaRE 
become a Scandal to her Character. She was fo over-zealgug 
to purge herſelf of any Confederacy with ber Daughtery.thas, 
ſhe made it her Bus'neſs to blacken her in all Companies, 88 
the moſt wicked and ungrateful of Women, and toqelehrata 
the Juſtice of rewarding her according te her-Deſerty for ſor 
barbarous a Practice upon fo-indulgent-a'Husband.z Naythe 
Hypocriſy was fo'grofs, that every Body look d up iti 23 
fidiculaus in the forced Affectation of ſo many extravagant 
Outrages ; as flying in the Face of her Daughter, and the 
like: But Mariamne ſtill, as they were leading her, to her 
Execution, paſs'd by all theſe Intemperances without one 
Word of Reply, or the leaſt Sign of Perturbation, more then 
in her Countenance, for the ſhameful Part her Mother had 
in ſo extravagant and frantick a Scene. She demeaned her; 
ſelf all the Way, in ſhort, with a ſerene Conſtancy of Spi? 
rit, and without ſo much as changing Colour upon the Ap- 
proach-or Apprehenſion of Death, She dy'd, in fine, as 
great as ſhe liv'd, firm, and fearleſs, to her laſt-Gaſp. 4 -. 

- This was the Eud of that virtuous, generous Prirjceſs ; 4 
Creature without Exception, had ſhe not been a little top hgt 
perhaps and haughty. The Charms of her Beauty, the Graces 
of her Perſon, and the agreeable Majeſty of her Converſation; 


were not only ſuperiour to the Excellencies of the reſt of her 
Sex, but even beyond Expreſlion too uponthe Compariſon. Now 
eſe advantageous Gifts and Qualities were in a great Mez 


fare the very ous of, her Mixfortung, 8 tac uneaſy. Lite N 
le 
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led with her Husband; for he ador'd her like a Goddeſs; de- 


nying her and croſſing her in nothing; ſhe did what ſhe liſt- 
ed, and took what Liberty ſhe. pleas'd: nay greater perhaps 
then ſhe ſhauld have done, in the frequent Reproaches ſhe 
caſt upon him, without ever conſidering that this W orld 
was not to laſt always. By this heedleſs Way of an incon- 
ſiderate Freedom, the made herſelf hateful to her H usband's 
Mother-and Siſter,. and in Concluſion to himſelf too, whom 
ſhe thought ſhe could never have loſt. 


The Paſſion Herod had for Mariamne in her Life-time (Which | 


we have ſpoken of before) was become much more unruly 
and importune, now ſhe was dead and gone; for he did not 
Jove his Wife at the common Rate of other Huſbands, but 
with ſuch a Paſſion of Dotage too, over and above the Tye of 
conjugal Affection, that he grew rather fonder and fonder 
of her, the worſe ſhe us'd him. In his Reflexions now upon 
what he had done, he brake-out not only into vnkindly, but 


unmanly Exclamations, with Mariamne s Name ſtill in his 


Mouth, and her Blood crying for Vengeance. In the Agony 
of this Horror, he did all that was to be done by Wine, Com- 
pany, Feaſting, and Variety of other Entertainments, to di- 
vert his Melancholy; but when he ſaw all would not do, he 
threw up the Care of his Government ; fell by Degrees to be 
light-headed, and talk- idle; and in his raving Fits, he would 
ever and anon be calling for Mariamne to be brought to 
him; his Fancy running upon her as if ſhe were yet alive, 
While he was in this Diſtemper, there brake-out a terrible 
raging Plague in Jeruſalem, that from the higheſt to the low- 
eſt, ſwept away all Sorts of People; and every Body look'd 


upon it as a juſt Judgment for the Murder of the innocent 
Queen. The King growing. worſe and worſe, withdrew 


himſelf into a ſolitary Retreat out of the Way, and had it 
ven out that he was gone a Hunting, He had not been long 
in this Retirement, but he fell into ſo deſperate an Illneſe, 
with a violent Inflamation, and a deadly Pain in the Head, 

thathe ſcarce knew what he did. The common Methods of 
| Remedy they found did him more Hurt then Good: Inſo- 
much that his Caſe, in one Word, was little leſs than deſ- 
perate. So that conſidering the Difficulty of the Dilcafe, 
the Condition of the Patient, and that there was no Place for 
any regular Courſe of Preſcription ; bis Phyſicians fornd it 


to no Purpoſe to taraper any further with him, and ſo gave 
yo over to be his own Doctor; bidding him call for what 
he had a Mind to, and committing the Event to Providence. ; 


When 


; T bis was at  Samaria, ROW called Seba. Co 
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When Alexandra, who was at this Timeat 7Zeruſalem, came 
to underſtand how it was with Herod, ſhe fet her Wits at 
Work, how ſhe might get ſome of the ſtrong Forts into her 
Hand; and ſhe had an Eye upon two of them above the reſt: 
the one joining cloſe to the Temple; the other in the City; 
conſidering that whoevcr is poſſeſs'd of theſe Towers, has the 
whole People at Mercy. For the Jews will rather part with 
their Lives then with their Religion: and as they cannot live 
without their daily Sacrifices, ſo whoever c:mmands theſe 
Turrets, hath it at Choice whether they ſhall have any Sacri- 
fices or no. Alexandra, in Purſuance of her Deſign, apply'd 
herſelf to the Governours of theſe Forts after this Manner, 
* You well know, ſays ſhe, that the King is at this Preſent in 
« a miſerable Extremity ; and therefore pray be pleaſed to 
4 geliver theſe two Fortreſſes into the Poſſeſſion of the King's 
4 M ifo 's Mother, and the Children of Herod and Mariamne: - 
ci for otherwiſe-the Succeſſion may come to be tranſported in- 
« to another Family; and in cafe of his Recovery, the Go- 


„„ yernment cannot be lodg'd i in ſafer Hands then thoſe of 


4 his neareſt Relations.” They could not be prevail'd up- 
on to take this for a reaſonable Requeſt ; partly out of a Senſe 
of Duty to their Truſt ; but principally out of the Hatred 
they bare to Alexandra, beſide the Scruple they made of 
prejudging and pronouncing upon the King's Life, with 
whom they had entertain'd a Friendſhip of long-ſtanding 5 
and one of them, whoſe Name was Achisb, bein Herod's 
own Nephew. The firſt Thing Acbiab did after this Propo- 
Tal, was to ſend Herd Word of if, who commanded * 
immediately to be put to Death. 

This Fit of Sickneſs wrought ſuch a wonderful Effedt up- 
on Herod's Body and Mind (for with much ado he got over it 
et laſt) that his Humour was ſo outrageous and bloody, af- 
ter his Recovery, that every Trifle put him upon the molt in- 
humane Extremities; and Friend or Foe was all a Caſe to 


him, if they fell in his Way. As for Inſtance. There was 


Coſtobarus, Lyſimachss, Antipater otherwiſe called Gadia, and 
Deſitheus, upon theſe Pretexts following. Co/tcbarus was one 
of the oreateſt Men in Idumæa, and of a Family whoſe Anceſ- 


tors had for merly officiated as Prieſts of Coe, a Deity that 


they had in great Veneration, till they came in the Days of 
Hyrcanus to embrace the Worſhip of the Jews. Herod was no 
fooner come to his Kingdom, but he gave this Co/7cbares the 
Commands cf Idumæa and Gaze, with his Siſter Salome to 
Wife, whoſe Husband Fofeph, he himſelf (as we have ſaid 
elſewhere) had cauſed to be ſlain. This was a Promotion 
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> pada ove any: Hope or 5 eee, that he 
ud enchinſalent upon it, to the Pegree even of dig 
Fut uthority af tis Maſters Jooking upon it as an 
8 DeſcenFionfor the ldumæanoto oun themſelves the 
Subzects of the ehe in Con ſequence of embracing their Ce. 
Kemonies and Forſbip. He ſent, upon this, an Embaſſy to Cle- 
Span minding — that /Zumeg had been (till under. the 
Adininiſtration of her: Farefathers,::and that ſhe ſhould dg 
 WelÞito-thake her Application ta, Authony for the Command; 
ofefing- himſelf likewiſe to be at her Devotion. Now he 
gidmot propold this Addreſs out.ofany-Deſire he had to have 
Cleopatra far his Miftre/s ; but ta the End-that by the weak» 
ning of Herod, he might the more eaſily ſeize the Government 
Idumæa to himſelf: For he had two fair Encouragements 
to the Hope of ſucceeding in his Enterprize; that is to ſay, 
the Honour of his Extraction, and mighty Sums of Money 
vchich he. had rak d together without zny Scruple of either 
Honeſty: ot. Conſcience, provided he might but gain his End; 
and after all this, his Ambition was as natprions as hisAvarice. 
Cleopatra tty d her Intereſt with Autheny far Idumæa. but 
Ii would not do; and this coming to Hered's Ear, Coſtobarus 
Had loſt his Life for it, if the Mother and the Siſter had not 
interceeded for him ; but he had his Pardon upon Conditio 5 
at laſt never to be truſted again. There was a Falling · out a 
ter wards bett Go/tobarys and Salome, and the Wife ſenx 
her Huſband u Bill of Divorce, though directly againſt the 
Cuſtom and Practice of the Country, and a manifeſt Uſury 
tion of the Man's Privilege, who had a Right to diſchar 
the Woman and the not to marry again, but with leave of 
her former Huſband. © i Saleme's Will however paſs'd- for g 
Law, and ſo the. parted; and beteok herſelf to her Brother, 
with this/Compliment, .:that her Duty to him was dearer.th 
her then that to her Huſband, and that the came to tell him 
that Go/tobarus, with Lyſ7 machus, : Antipaler, and Deſifhens 
were in à Con ſpiracy againſt him: Enforcing the Credui of her 
Information with an Inſtance of his Kindneſs to th gon of 
Babas, whom. he had gy kept twelve Years unde his Pro- 
tection- This was ſo ſurprizing a Truth, that it made: an 
Im preſſiaꝝ uponchim more then Ordinary; for. he; had tar 
kru- up a Reſolution long ſince of having them diſpatch'd out 
of the World, as the known Enemies of his Intereſt ; but 
ſomething or eee inthe Way ſtill, and-pmt-it: ou of 
his Head. — the Ground of the Offence Was, this) -- 
When E. Vas hefore r in- che Limo Antions 
ngs, the Peo ple were 10 2 with the Straits and Dy 
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culties of the Siege, "that the "ofeiter part ö em were for 


Sons of Babas being Men bf. Credit and Authority iwthe NMaeg, 
ahd Friends're Autigbnus, were abſolately: for ſtandinigit ont, 
and maintaining che Guvernment in the- Raya Line: Upon 
Cs taking the City ſoomafter, Hered gave Coſtobarus in Charge:to 
les have an Eye upon all the Paſſages about the Town, and. not 
he to ſuffer one Creature to 'feape, that was: of the Gountr Facti- 


do on. The Sons of Babas were generally taken Notice of to 
1:3 be the Harlings of the People, and conſequently. the fitteſt 
de Inſtruments to be made uſe of in caſe of any Attempt upon 
'g another Change. Cojtobarus:play'd his own Game in ſavin 
Co them, and had them ſecretly convey'd away into a Place. 6 
ut Safety, according to his Order. Herod: was ſo quick upon 


8 hin; that he ſuſpected the Matter at that very Inſtant, and 
2 que ſtion'd hi:n upom it; but the other diſcharg'd himſelf up- 


y on his Oath; that he knew not what was become of them 
8 There was then publiſh'd a Proclamation upon this Subject; 
3 with a Promiſe of Reward to the Diſcoverer, and twenty ob 
. ther ways of Enquiry; but no Confeſſion yet: for after the 
t WH firlt Deniab there was no Retracting; ſo that the Conceal- 
5 ment was now become a Point of Prudence, and-Neceſhtyy 
t as well as of Kindneſs. But now, the whole Iutriguecbeing 
laid open by the Help of Salome, the King ſent immediately 


; to their Hiding. Holes, and had them all cut to Pieces with 
their Complices and Abettors, and the whole Houſe af rea» 
| nus by that Inroad totally cxtinguiſh'd : fo that fromthis Time 

forward; the King did what he pleas'd without Oppoſition q 
; Controul. 8 „ \ 35210 car. 
: Herod was no ſooner ſettled in the Eſtabliſhment-afan ab- 
ſolute Power, but he fell off by little and little From-thewhokes 
fore Laus and Government of our Fore-Fathers thit keꝑtthe 


Cy in the Awe and Practice of their Buty; intro- 


ueing foreign Inventions, and Innovations inſtead of them. 


As ſor Inſtance; he inſtituted the Spectaele of Mraſtlin Mats. 


t hes, to be celebrated every fifth Year in Honour of Auguſtac: 
Erecting'a Theatee in Feeuſalem on pur poſe to receive them. 
He Faitt a ſtately Ainphitheutre alſo; without the Walls of the 
City; Which two. Fabricks were of a wonderful Magnificence 
and EApence: But to the Fews that had nothing to do with 
the Vanity of ſuch Games and Shews, they were of no Uſe: 
Vr Satisfaction at all. Now for the greater Glory of theſe 
Entertainments, he cauſed them to be notifiedcby Proclal 
mation fat and near, with large Promiſes of Reward. toithd 

Victots. By this Means; he drew - in Competitors at all Sor s 
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of Exetciſes, and froth all Quarters in Abundance, and the 
moſt eminent Maſters alſo in their ſeveral Profeſſions : Not 


only Wraſtlers, but Muſicians vocal and inſtrumental, Mimicks, 
 Eharioteers, ſome for two Horſes, others for four; Horſe-Rg- 


gers, &c. It was the King's Care, in fine, that nothing ſhould 
be wanting, that might contribute to the Pleaſure, Orna- 
ment, or Curioſity of 

dreſs'd up round with Titles, Trophies, and Devices to Cæ- 


far's Honour, and in Memory of his Triumphs: The whole: 


Work being ſet-out and illuſtrated with Goid and Silver, and 
beautify'd with co/tly Hangings, rich Habits, and precious 
Stones. For the greater Variety of the Diverſion, he had a 
Proviſion alſo of Lyons, Tygers, and ſuch other wild Beaſts 
- had any Thing in them more than ordinary, either for 

ierceneſs and V igour, or for any Thing ſingular in their Kind- 
Theſe Beaſts of Prey, were turned looſe, fome time one upon 
another, other whiles to encounter condemn'd Criminals. 
Now this was a Spectacle that Foreigners were mightily 

leas'd with; but the cus, on the contrary, had a Horror 

or it, as an ignoble Cruelty, and not only a Violation of 


their Laws, but a Corruption of their Manners: For what can 


be more unmanly, then to take Delight in the brutal Enter- 


tainment of ſacrificing Men to Beaſts, and to ſpill humane 


Bloed in Sport! Beſide the Folly and Madneſs of changing 
good old Cuſtoms for bad new ones. The Fews lay, in 
ſhort, under a general Diſſatisfaction; but nothing went 
more apainſt the Grain with them, then the Trophies, which 
they look'd upon to be the Images of Men cover'd with Arms, 
and conſequently a flat Contradiction to the Inſtitutions of 


their Country. They were fo bold and extravagant in their 


Averſion to theſe Trophies, that Herod did not think it ſafe to 


deal with them by Force, but choſè rather to try if he could 
bring them by Reaſoning and fair Words, to a Sight of the 
Vanity of their Superſtition ; but this was fo far from con- 
vincing them, that they cry'd out with one Voice apainſt the 
Indignity of his Proceeding. They could benr any Thing elſe, - 


they ſaid, but to bring Images into the City, (for ſo they call'd- 


the Trophies) or to ſubmit tothe Guilt of ſo abominable aWicked- 
nes: That was a Thing they wou!d never give Way to. Herod, 


finding this Diſtemper to go higher and higher, and that the 
People were not to be pacify'd by downright Authority or 


Perſuaſion, he took ſome of the chief of the Party along with 


him to the Theatre; ſhew'd them the Trephies, and aſked their 
Opinion of them, and what they took them to be: So they 


all cry'd-out that They were the Images of Men. Herod, upon, 
* . 1 5 85 this ry 
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this cauſed them to be ſtript and undreſs'd, and finding ons. 
ly certain Stumps of Wood under the Covering, the fierce Ea». 


gerneſs of their Suſpicion was.turn'd into Ridicule ; and upon 


the quieting of this Tumult, the greater Part of them was 
prevail'd upon to ſwallow every Thing ele ; But there were 
{ome yet that perſiſted in the Abhorrence they had for the Ad- 
mittance of foreign Cuſtoms, for Fear of the pernicious Chan- 
ges of State they might probably draw after them ;- reckoning 


themſelves obliged, at what Hazard ſoever, to aſſert their 


tottering Diſcipline, and not to ſuffer Herod, under the Name 
of a King, to act the Part of an Enemy, and break-in upon 
their Conſciences and Liberties with unlawful n—— ; 
The People were ſo enflamd with this Diſcourle, that ten 
Citizens enter'd immediately upon it into a Conſpiracy againſt 
the Perſon of the King, in Defiance of all Dangers whatſoever 
that might attend the Enterpriſe ; and there was one blind 
Man among the reſt, ſo tranſported at the Story of this Uſur- 
pation and Oppreſſion, that though he was not in Condition 
to act any Thing for the common Good, he offer'd himſelf yet 
to bear a Part with his Companions in their Sufferings for it, let. 
it be what it would; and this generous Encouragement did not 
a little ſettle them in their Determination. Having laid their 
Heads together upon this Matter, they put Daggers under their 
Coats, and went to the Theatre, with a full Reſolution to 
ſtab the Xing himſelf, if they could come at him, as they 
hop'd they ſhould ; or however to make ſuch Havock of his 
Guards, that they promis'd themſelves this Comfort at worſt, 
in Caſe of a Miſcarriage, that their Death would make him 
odious, nd that the Preſident of their Bravery in Vindica- 
tion of their Religion and Diſcipline, would be an Incite- 
ment to others hereafter to follow their Example. | 
As Herod was juſt ent'ring the Theatre, one of his Spies prę- 
vented him with a Diſcovery of the whole Intrigue where - 
upon being conſcious to himſelf of the invidious Hatred he 
lay under, he withdrew to his Palace, and fent for the Con- 


ſpirators, every Man by his Name. Being now as good as 


taken in the Fact, and without any Poſſibility of eſcaping, 


they ſtood the Shock with an invincible Courage; owning, 


and juſtifying the whole Matter charg'd upon them. This 
they did with an undaunted Conſtancy of Mind and Behavi- 
our, producing the very Daggers that were to have done the 
Execution. They were not engag'd, they ſaid, in any criminal 
Combination to gratify any Paſſion or Intereſt ; but in a ſacred 
League for the common Good, and the Defence of their Laws quhich 
all true Patriots anaProfefſurc were bound to maintainwith their 
| Lives. 
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Lives. After this frank and gtotious Declaration, they were 
hurry'd away, and put to Death by moſt exquiſite Torments. 


Neither did that execrable Wretch the Informer long out - live 
kis Treaſon 5 for he was ſet upon, butchet'd; and torn. to 
Pieces; and his Body thrown to the Dogs. This in the Sight 
too, of I know not how many Lookers-on, and not one Man 
detected that had a Hand in the Exploit: till in the End a 
Diſcovery was extorted by Dint of Torment ftom ſome cer- 
tain Women that happen'd to be preſtnt at the commitring 


. of the Fact: whereupon the Actors in it, and their whole Fa- 
milies were all immediately put to Death; the common Peo- 


ple all this while, ſtanding firm in the Maintenance and Vin- 
dication of their Ordinances ani Cuſtoms, M hen Herod came 
to conſider of the Danger of theſe mutinous Diſpoſitions, and 
to find that the People were not to be kept in Grder but by 
main Force, it ſtood him upon, he thought, to do all he could 
in Time toward the peventing of a Revolt. Now having two 
Forts in the City already; his Palace in the one, and the o- 


ther (Antonia) which ſerved for a Guard to the Temple, 


he fortify'd Samaria alſo (otherwiſe called Scbaſte) for a 
Third, which lay conveniently to keep the whole Country 
in Obedience. It was about a Days-Fourney from Jeruſalem, 
and commodiouſty enough ſeated for the Diſappointing of 
Broils in the City. There was likewiſe another ſtrong Hold 
that lay very opportunely for his Parpoſe, formerly known by 


the Name of Straton's Tower ; but at that Time Ce/#rea. He 


built a Caftle alſo in the great Plain, which he made a Horſe- 


Quarter, and ſo Gabala in Callilee, and Eſthmonitis in Peræa. 


Theſe Fortifications were ſo Advantageouſly poſted up and 


down the Conntty, that it was impoſſible for the People to 


enter into any Plot or Practice againſt the State, but they 
would be upon them preſently ; being ever at Hand, and in 
Readineſs, either to obviate Miſchief, or to cruſh it. He mads 
it his firſt Buſineſs to ſettle Affairs in Samaria, as a Place na- 
turally ſtrong and proper for his Purpoſe. To this End he 
drew a great Body of Troops into the City, both foreign 


and domeſtick, partly for the Temple's-ſake, that he pro- 


1 to build there, and partly for the Reputation of the 


Work, but principally for his own Safety; which, under 


this Pretext of Magnificence, was abundantly provided for. 
He changed the Name of the Ton of Samaria to that of Se- 
baſte, as is ſaid already; and divided among the Inhabitants 
the Country about it; by which Means, the Lands being 
fruitful, they became quickly rich and eaſy. He ſurround- 
ed it with a thick ſubitantial Wall; and enlarged : id 
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ack Top. that" ib Uk recen d in the. firſt Rank of 
a Aren e "rw 0 nd I wenty Furlongs about, and 
Gro und. ip. the Middle, which he 
Feſery's e 29d accordingly Frected one; which, 
for the Ma ificerice both 'ﬆ the Dimenſions and Expence, 
and all Vari tles of Curiofuy and Ornament, was not Inferior 
to any other Fabrick whatſoever. He went on likewiſe ever) 
Day möre and more improving other Parts of the City at the 
ſame Rate, depending upon the Advantages of the Place for 
his Security, and gratifying his Ambition in the Proſpect of 
Tranſmitting to DOTY ſo lalting a Monument of his 
Greatneſs and Glory. 
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J udæa viſ ned with dreadful Calamities : as, 0 Blaſting 
Drought, Fame, fag, and other Diſeaſes Hes 4 
 xod's Wiſdom i in providing for the People. He Eretls | 
* a glorious Palace. Jeſus depos'd from the Pontificat, | 

aud dimon the Hen .of Bocthus adyanoed. Herod builds 
a Caſtle: The Deſcription of it. The pew 

8 Herod. He builds Cities alſo, ond Temples,” wy 
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TN ch bis Year, the Thirteenth of Herod's Reign, Judæa = 

| J ae wich : raiſerable Calamities, whether by Divine Ven 
geance, or, according to- the ſtated Courſe,,of natural Provi- 
lenceg, 15, not to be deterinin'd. The firſt Judgment was a 
lang, nd a blaſting Drought, which was follow'd with ſuch 
\ Sterility, that the Earth Was lock'd-up and: brought forth 
nothing. at all. The want: of Food, and the neceſſitated 
Change of Diet, brought- on Plagues and Diſeaſes, and other 
Diſorders innumerable, one upon the Neck of another. And 

it was ; a further Aggravation of their extreme Miſery, that 
the Sick were in a manner. abandon'd, and left without the 
Comfort of either Help, Food, or Remedy. And with all 

| this; they. dy/d {o faſt, that the Survivors gave one anoth 

over, without ſo much as looking after them, i in the Delpair 

| of doing them any Good, The laſt Years. Stores being all 
| ſpent, and no,Recruits, appearing, the Caſe «was de ſpevateh 
and ER ſtarvin ag Wants pinch'd them every Day more then 

; other; or. one Seaſon was already loſt and gone, and the 
Farth fl 1 Ee without any 2 of Relief. Theſe Ex- 


| tremiti in. the;meag Tine, ſet all Peo le's Wits 
te themſel Ives. F 
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Such, in fine, was the general Diſtreſs, that the Revenue 
even of Hered himſelf how large ſoever, was not ſufficient to 


maintain him, for his Rents and Cuſtoms were all. ſunk; his 
old Stock of Treaſure expended upon Buildings and Fortifi- 


cations; together with an univerſal Deſolation, upon all Ac- 
counts; the outrageous Hatred and Clamour of the People 


over and above, which, in all Caſes of popular Diſcontents, 


never fail of caſting the Blame upon the Government. His 
Thoughts were not idle yet upon the Main, how to obviate 
theſe Difficulties ; but the particular Means of doing it was 
the Queſtion. As for his Neighbours that were in the fame 
Condition with himſelf, there was ho Supply of Proviſions o 


be expected that Way: and for matter of Montes to procure 


Neceſſaries, his Stock was exhauſted, and he had nor enough 
xemaining to anſwer the Charge. But ſomewhat or other 
was to be done however in this Extremity of a common Cauſe, 
So that the King, upon bethinking himſelf, melted down all 
his Plate, Curioſities, and other Ornamental Furniture, and 
Veſſels of Gold and Silver, to the Services for his own 
Table; put the whole Maſs into one Sum of Money, and ſent 
it away into Zgypt, where Petronius was at that Time Go— 


vernonr by a Commiſion from Ceſar. Petronins was quite 


tir'd-out with a Multitude of Applications and Importunities, 
upon the ſame Errand ; but yet out ofa particular Affection he 
had for Zerod, and conſequently for his Intereſt and People 
be gave him in Preferenee to all others, a Grant for the Ex- 

ortation of Corn, and aſſiſted him all he could in the very 
Price and Carriage, which turn'd exceedingly to the Account 
of Herod, and his Deſigns, For upon the importing of this 
Relief, he did not only redeem his Reputation amopg thoſe 
that before had a very il Opinion of him; but made himſelf 
famous by his Care and Conduct for a Prince of a truly, 
royal Wiſdom, and Virtue. The firſt Thing he did after the 
Reczipt of this Succonr, was, to make an equal Diſtribution of 
it in Proportion to the Number and Condition of thoſe that 
were to receive it; as he provided for the ſending of it to 
tboſe that could not fetch it, and appointed Bakers to aſſiſt 


thoſe that either through Age, Infirmity, or any other Impe- 


diment could not make their Bread themſelves; taking Care 
ne in all other Reſpects that they might not want any 
Thifs either for the filling of their Bellies, or the keeping of 
them Warm; ſupplying them with Garments and Coverings 
alſo as well as with Victuals, in the great Scarcity of Sheep 
and Wool, as well as of Corn for Food and Clothing. So 


foon as he had competently provided for his own People, his 


al Charity 


>. 
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Charity carry d him in the next Place to the Aſſiſtance of his N 
Neighbours the Syrians, whom he furniſhed with a Quantity 
of Seed -Corn fer the next Seaſon, which came to them in the 
very Nick of their Occaſions for it; and it yielded ſo prodi- 
gious an Eucreaſe upon the following Crop, that he ſent f- 
geen Theuſand Men, which he himſelf had preſerved from Star- 
ving, to help them - in with their Harveſt. By this Foreſight, 
and Induſtry of Herod's, Matters were fo well Re-eſtabliſh'd 
(even when all was given for loſt) that every Thing ſucceeded 
to his Wiſh both at Home, and Abroad, wherever he had to 
do; for no Man ever fought to him in vain ; Strangers, Sol- 
diers; Citizens, Rich and Poor, or whatever they were: In- 
ſomuch, that upon a clear Account he was out, Ten Thouſand 
Cori of heat to Strangers, reckoning every Corus at ten Attic 
Medimni : (a Meaſure of /ix Buſhels) and fourſcore Thouſan 
Cori upon his own People. E 2 
This ſeaſonable and effectual Grace and Goodneſs of the 
King. was ſuch a Charm upon the Hearts and Souls of the 
People, that paſt Unkindneſſes, and Miſgovernments, were all 
forgotten, and not one Word more of his Encroachments up- 
on their Laws and Diſcipline ; reckoning his generous Care 
and Liberality upon this Occaſion, as an ample Attonement 
for all his former Miſdeeds. Neither was his Character leſs ve- 
nerable Abroad then at Home; for it ſo fell- out, that his 
Misfortunes in the one Place enhanced his Reputation in the 
other; for upon this Inſtance of his Compaſſionate Humani- 
ty toward Strangers, People made a judgment of him from 
What they now found him, and not from what he had been. 
Much about this Time he made Auguſtus a Preſent of five 
Hundred Choice Men out of his own Guards, which ſerv'd 
under ÆAlius Gallus in the Arabian War with much Ho- 
nour. The State of 7udæa being now compos'd, Herod be- 
thought himſelf of Erefting'a mighty and a glorious Palace, 
in the upper - part of Jeruſalem : Rooms large enough far a 
great Receipt of People; finiſhed with Seats, and other Or- 
naments, of Gold and Marble curiouſly wrought, and hear- 
ing the Names of the Perſons they were deſign'd for; one 
fnſcribed Cz/ar's Apartment, another, Agrippa's. + _. » 
While Herod was intent upon this Building, a Fancy came 
in his Head to take a ſecond Wife, and by that Means to di- 
vert him from the looſe Libertigs of wand'ring Amours. The 
Caſe, in ſhort, was this: There was one Simon, a Citizen of 
5 „ EPS 0 
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Fieruſalem, the Son of Boethusz an Alexandrian, and a Prieſt 
of a Noble Family; this Simon had a Daughter of ſo exquiſite 
2 Beauty, that there was no Talk comparatively of any other 
Woman. Herod was firſt ſtruck with the Fame of this Lady, 
and then enamour'd upon the Sight of her; but yet reſol- 
ving to make no Tyrannical Uſe of his Power, he only pro- 
pounded the regular Way of taking her to his Bed as his 
lawful Wife, It was a Match, in Truth, below his Quality, 
but not inconſiderable neither, to the Degree of Deſpicable; 
ſo that in ſome Sort to balance this Inequality, and to in- 
dulge his Paſſion, both in one, he had no better Way then by 
Conferring ſome eminent Dignity upon Simon, to Qualify 
him for the Honour he intended him. To this End he depo- 
fed Jeſus the Son of Phabes from the Pontificat ; advanced 
Simon in his ſtead, and hen marry'd his Daughter. By 
So ſoon as the Nuptial Solemnities were over, he built a 
glorious Caſtle upon the Place where he formerly defeated the 
Jeus in the War he had with Antigonus. This Fort was a mat- 
ter of ſixty Furlongs from Feruſaulem ; naturally ſtrong by the 
Situation, and capable of being made Impregnable. The Hill 
riſes. in a gentle Aſcent, as if it had been Artificial; the Fi- 

Ire of it round, and the Caſtle encompaſs'd with ſeveral 
Towers; and two Hundred Stone-Steps up to't. The Lodg- 
in&in it rich and ſtately, and the whole Structure beautiful 
and firm. At the Bottom*of this Mount, there are ſeveral 
Buildings worth the fecing in many Reſpects, and particu- 
harly for the famous 4guedudts, that with infinite Difficulty 
and Charge, were brought thither from a vaſt Way off, The 
Plain about it was cover'd with Houſes, to the Proportion of 
- a conſiderable City: the Caſtle from above overlooking it 
like a Cittade! both for Command and Protection. 

| Herod having by this Time ſettled his Matters to his Mind, 
he reckon'd himſelf out of Danger of any further Commoti- 
ans and Tumults. He kept his People in Order, partly by 
Awe, and Fear, and partly by Love and Intereſt ; for he was 
2 Prince of a moſt inflexible Severity where a Criminal was 
to be puniſh'd, and of as unbounded a Liberality, where the 
common Good of the Subject requir'd it. He kept himſelf 
upon ſuch'a Guard, and every Thing in ſuch a Poſture of 
Security, as if it were to ſhew'that the Prince and the People 
are to ftand and fall together, He was humane and eaſy, 
indiflerently, to all Men, Strangers as well as others, and 

* | | upon 
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upon Occaſſion moſt munificently generous to the great 
Ones; for he had the Heart of an Emperour, By this Means 
he gain'd a general Love and Eſteem, to the great Advantage 
of his Affairs and Deſigns; But this ambitious' Affection of 
ingratiating himſelf with Aaguſtus, and the Noble Men of 
Rome, inveigled him away by little and little from the Diſ- 
cipline and Cuſtoms of our Forefathers, into the Erecting 
of Cities and Temples to the Honour of his Patrons. This 
was not done, *tis true, in the very Land of Judæa itſelf; for 
the eus would never have born an Abomination fo expreſly 
forbidden, as the Worſhipping of Images and Idols, after the 
Manner of the Greeks : So that he built theſe Cities only upon 
the Borders of the Province, and not within the Juriſdiction 
of it; excuſing himſelf upon the whole, that what he did was 
not any Act of his own, but purely in Obedience to the high» 
er Powers. He got the good Will of Cæſar and the Romans 
however, by the Pretence of Renouncing the Diſeipline and 
the Principles he was brought up in, for their Sakes: But all 
this apart, the Thing he aim'd at was his'own Advantage, 
and the making of himſelf glorious to Poſterity, by thele'ever- 
laſting Memorials of Magnificence and Bountx.. 


— 


1 


— ͥ—w.⸗öd ö = — ——— — 
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Straton's Tower, (or, Czſarea,) a Port as Large as the 
Pyræeum, betwixt Joppa and Dora; with the Model 
of a Male built there by Herod. A Temple dedicated 
to Czar, a Stone. Theatre, and a ſpacious Amphi- 
Theatre; the whole Work finiſb'd in twelve Years. 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus ſent to Cæſar; who grants 
* Herod three Provinces, and the Liberty of chuſing 
which Son he pleaſes for his Succeſſor, The Tiacho- 
nites a kind of Free booters, and Zenodorus goes ſhares 
with them. A Deſcription of their Dens, and their 
* Manner of Living. Herod has a Commiſſion to up: 
' preſs them. A Complaint againſt Zenodorus; and Ze- 
nodorus complains of Herod, Herod defends himſelf. 
The Deſperation of the Gadarens, The Death of Ze- 
nodorus. Cæſar's Bounty to Herod. He makes Phe- 
roras a Tetrarch in Judæa, and Eres a Temple to Au- 
guſtus. Herod's Aris of making himſelf Popular. His 
FpFRS::. _ 
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Kindnefſes 70 the Phariſees and Eſſenes. A Aronge 
Prediction of Manahem an Eſſence, 


T flere Was a certain Place by the Sea-ſide, formetly called 
Stratim's Tower, which Herod look' d upon as a very com- 
Tyogious Tract of Ground to raiſe a City upon. He drew his 
Model; fer People to Work upon't, and finiſn'd it. The 
Buildings were all of Marble; private Houſes as well as Pa- 
laces, but his Maſter- piece was the Port, which he made as 
large as the Pyr um, and a ſafe Station againſt all Winds and 
Weathers; to ſay nothing ofSther Conyeniences. This Work 
Das the more Wonderful, becauſe all the Materials for it were 
brought thither at a prodigious Expence from a-far-off, This 
City ſtands in Phenicia upon the Paſs into Z2ypt, between 
Jopp a and Dora ; two wretched Sea-Towns where there's no 
riding in the Harbours with 2 South-weſt Wind ; for it beats 
p furiouſly upon the Shore, that Merchant-Men are forc'd to 
NY keep-offat Sea many Times for fear of being driven a-ground. 
To encounter theſe Difficulties of the Place, Herod order'd 4 
Mole to be made in the Form of a Half-Moon, and large e- 
nongh'for a Royal Navy to ride in. He directed alſo prodi- 
gious Stones to be let down there in Twenty-Fathom- Water 
Stories of fifty Foot in Length, eighteen Foot over, and nine 
oot deep; ſome greater, ſome leſs. This Mole was two 
Hundred Foot in Extent ; the one half of it to break the ſets 
ting of the Sea; the other half ſerv'd for the Foundation of a 
Stone Wall fortify'd with Turrets; calling the largeſt and 
the faireſt of them by the Name of the Tower of Druſus, from 
Drufſus the Son-11-Law of Auguſtus, who dy'd Young. There 
were ſeveral arched Vaults alſo that ſerv'd for Sèamens-Ca- 
bins. There was likewiſe a Key, or Landing-Place, with a 
large Walk upon it around the Port, as a Place of Pleaſure 
to take the Air in. This Port opens to the Nori5ward, which 
is the cleareſt Quarter of the Heavens. On the left-Hand of 
the Entrance into it, there was a Turret Erected upon a large 
Platfornd, with a lloping Bank to ſtoot off the Waſhing of 
the Sea; and on the Right-kind, were two Stone: Pillars o- 
ver againſt the Tower, and both of a Height. The Houſes 
about the Port, were all un- formly Built, ot fthe molt excellent 
Sort of Marble. Upon à Mount in the Middle, ſtood a Tem- 
376, Dedicated to CE2ſzr, which, was of great Uſ- to the Mari 
ers; for a famous Sea. Mark. There was in this Temple 
ewe Statues, cr: Images: the one of Rome, the other of, 
| Casa. x "388, from hewce f th 1 c Hy took the Na me of "Ich 
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which was no leſs celebrated for the Stuff then for the Work- 
manſhip. The Contrivance of the Vaults and commons 
Shores was wonderful too, being laid at equal Diſtances one 
from another, and ſo diſcharging themſelves into the Sea, 
Only there was one Conveyance that went Croſs all the reſt; 
and as it carry'd- off all the Filth, and Naſtineſs of the Town, 
fo it made Way for the Tides to (will, and waſh the Paſſages ; 
and to make all ſweet and clean. Herd built alſo a Stane- 
Theatre ; and upon the South-ſide of the Harbour, a ſpacious 
Amphitheat:e, with a goodly Proſpect to the Sea- ward. He 
ſoared, in ſhort, for neither Money nor Pains ; and in a mats 
ter of Twelve Years, this Work was brought to Perfection. 

After the finiſhing of theſe two Cities, Schaſte, and Ca- 
rea, Herod diſpatch'd away his two Sons, Alexander and 
Ariſtobu/us, upon a Complement to Ce/ar. Pollio, that was 
Herod's particular Friend, provided Lodgings for them; which 
was more then needed, for guguſtus had given Order for the 
entertaining of them in his own Palace. He received them, in 
fine, with wonderful Humanity, and after the additional Boun- 
ty of conferring upon Herod the three Provinces of Trachon, 
Batanea, and Auranitis, he gave him his Choice likewiſe, 
which of his Sons he would appoint for his Succeſſor to the 

Kingdom of 72d&a. The Bus'neſs was this. a 

One Zenodorus had taken to Farm the Lands of LHyſamias, 
and not contenting himſelf with the lawful Advantage of his 
Bargain, went ſnips with the Freebooters in Trachon; a Sort 
of Men that live in a great Meaſure upon the Spoil they rake 
from the People of Pama ſcus. Now Zenodorus was ſo far from 
Diſcountenancing theſe Robbers, that he went Shares with 
them in their Booty, The ſuffering Part of the Country, up- 
on theſe Outrages, apply'd themſelves to Varre, who was 
at that Time Governeur of the Province, for a Letter to Cæſar 
againſt Zenodorus ; whole Anſwer was, that he would have 
thoſe Thieves ſmoak'd out of their Holes like Hornets, and 
commit the Care and Command of that Province to Herod, 
to keep the Trachonites in Order for the future. Now they had 
neither Towns, Houſes, nor Poſſeſſions; but liv'd like Beaſts 
in Dens and Caves; and wich ſuch a Proportion of Water 
and Proviſion about them, that it would be a hard Matter ei- 
ther to come at them, or to ſtarve them: beſide that making 
a Livelyhood of the Trade, they would be loth to leave it. 
The Entrance into their hiding Places was fo narrow, that 
there was no paſſing for above one at a Time; but the Recep- 
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tacle within was large beyond. Imagination; and the Roof 
over-head, plain and flat. Take it all together, it is but one 
Marp, and almoſt. i afible Rock : full of Difficulties and 
Turnings, and no finding the right Way into't without 2 
Guide. In few Words, theſe are à People that, ſtick at no- 
thing; and rather than not, keep their Hands in ure, rob 
ne another. So ſoon as ever Herad enter'd into the Poſe 
ſolkon of his new Province, he took his Conductors and In- 
ſtruments along with him; and hunting them out of their 
Retreats, ſet the Neighbourhood at Quiet. But Zenodorut 
was ſo irritated, whether out of Vexation for the Loſs of bis 
Commiſſion, or out of Envy at Hered's s having at it, that he 
poſted away to Rome with an Accuſation in his p e as 
gainſt Herod, but could do no good ont... 
While Matters were in this State, Auguſtus ſent Aariphe 


into Aſia to take upon him the Command of the Tranſina- 


rine Provinces there, He was Herod's ſingular Friend and 
old Acquaintance; ſo that he met him upon the Way at 
Mitilene, and then went back again to. Zuden. He was no 
ſooner arriv'd, but the Gadarens went preſently open-Mouth 
to him with grievous Complaints againſt Herod ; whereup- 
on, without ſo much as giving them the Hearing, he ſent 
them to the King himſelf in Chains. 

The Arabians at the ſame Time began to ſhew their Teeth 
upon the Score of an ancient Grudge they had to him, and 
truly the Pretence ſeem'd to have ſomewhat in it. Zencdorus, 
(the Perſon before mentioned) finding himſelf ſinking, came 
to an Agreement with theſe Hrabians for fo much of his Eſtate 
in the Province of Auranitis, as they were to pay him fifty Ta- 
lents a Year Rent for. Now this happening to fall within 
Ceſar's Grant to Hered, the Arabians would not ſubmit to't; 
but conteſting the Matter, one while by Force, other while 
by Law, they engaged alſo a Party of indigent Soldiers in the 
Controverſy ; who, according to the Practice of other miſer- 
able People in the World, were willing to mend their own 
Fortunes upon the Ruins of other Men. Herd knew well 
enough what they were a-doing z but thought it.good Diſere- 
tion yet to deal with them by fair Means rather then by foul, 
for Fear of creating new T roubles. In the ſeventeenth Year 
ef Rerod's Reign, Cz/ar came into Syria, where he was enter- 
tain'd immediately with outrageous Exclamations of the Ga- 
dlarens againſt Herod, as a molt inſupportable Tyrant and Op- 
preſſor, and this chiefly at the Inſtance and Inſtigation of Ze. 
godorus, who it ſeems had bound himſelf by an Cath never 
to give over the Proſecution till * ſhould be quit of * 

all 
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and under the Dominion once again of Auguſtus. This con- 


dent Undertaking of Zenodorus made them ſtill bolder and 
Louder; etpecially finding thoſe Priſoners that were deliver'd- 
up to Herod by Agrippa, to continue unpuniſh'd, Now He» 
rod, how inexorable ſoever towards Offenders of his own Par- 
ty, was yet of all Men living perhaps the eaſieſt and the moſt 
remiſs in the Caſe of Injuries receiv'd from Strangers. The 
Miſdemeanours charg'd upon him were Raprne, Aer the 
violating and the demoliſhing of Temples, and the like; and 
Herod, on the other Hand, offer'd himſelf às frankly to his Ju- 
ſtiſication. Ce#/ar treated him nevertheleſs reſpectfully for the 
roaring Importunities of the Multitude, though for the firſt 
Day there paſs'd ſome Diſcourſe upon it; but there the De- 
bate fell, and put an End to the Queſtion. It was ſo evident 
by this Time to the Gadarens how Cæſar and his Friend ſtood 
affected, that giving for granted it would be their Fate upon 
the Cloſe of the Matter, to be deliver'd up to Herod, ſome 
of them cut their own Throats the very next Night ; others 
brake their Necks down Precipices, and ſome again drown'd 
themſelves for Fear of being put to Tortures : And Cæſar 
taking this Execution upon themſelves for a Sclf-Condem- 
nation, acquitted Herod without any more ado. And there 
was yet another ſingular Piece of Providence attended him; 
which was the Death of Zenodorus by a violent Dyſentery at 
Antioch in Syria; whereupon Cæſar beſtow'd upon Herod a 
very conſiderable Eſtate belonging to him, that lay betwixt 
Galilee and Trachonitis, compriling Ulatha, * Panium, and 
the Borders thereabouts; giving him alſo a ſovereign Com- 


mand over the Governours of Syria, and appointing every 


Thing to be done according to his Direction and Order. He- 
rod was now advanced to fuch a Point of Credit and good 
Fortune, that as. Cz/ar and Agrippa were the two ſupreme 
Adminiſtrators in the whole Empire, ſo Herod was the Man 
of the World that Cæſar lov'd next to Agrippa, and Agrippa 
next to Ce/ar. By Virtue of this Intereſt, Herod obtain'd a 
Tetrarch's Commiſſion in Fudea from Auguſtus for his Brother 
Pheroras upon whom he beſtow'd the Revenue of a Hun- 
dred Talents out of his proper Income, that he might have 
ſomething to truſt to in Caſe of the worſt, without being for- 
ced to a Dependance upon his Children. After this, he wait. 
ed upon Ce/ar till he ſaw him embark'd, and then went 


back again; erecting to the Honour of Auguſtus, and upon 
the Ground of Zenodorus, a moit glorious Temple of White- 


Marble, 
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Marble, near the Cave that they call'd Panius, which is at the 
Bottom of a' Mountain, famous for being the Source of the 
River Jordan. The Cavern is prodigiouſly Deep, and Springs 
of Water in it perperually Bubbling ; and the Mountain a 
bove is as eminent for a pleaſant Proſpect, but more Re- 
markable {till for this Temple of Cæſar's then for all the reſt, 

The King took an Occaſion at this Time te ingratiate him- 
felf with his People, by eaſing them ofa Third Part of their 
Taxes, under a Pretence of a Tenderneſs for their Sufferings' 
by the Diſtreſs of the Famine z but in Effect to ſweeten Ill 
Humours : for they were ſo diſguſted at many Things the 
King did, to the Scandal of Religion and Good Manners, that e- 
very Body's Mouth was open againſt him for it : So that he 
Was fain to make uſe of other Ways yet to keep his Subjects 

quiet, by tying up every Man to his own, Bus'nefs ; prohibi - 
ng Caballs, Clubs, and other public Meetings; planting Spies 
upon all Companies ; and Officers every where at Hand to 
take into Cuſtody all Offenders againſt theſe Orders; as there 
were ſeveral committed to the Fort Hyrcania, Publickly, as 
well as Privately, and there punith'd with the uttermoſt Ri- 
gour. The very Roads, Streets, Paſſes, and Avenues were all 
ſer, and Way-laid : All Meetings, upon what Account ſo— 
ever; watch'd and obſerv'd. Nay ſuch was the Care he took, 

that he would many Times flip out by Night himſclf in a 


Diſguiſe among the Rabble, to fiſh-out what Opinion the 


Multitude had of him. Wherever he met with any Man that 
was bitter and malicious, he had no Mercy of him, and for the 
moderate Sort, he put them to an Oath of Allegeance, and fo 
dliſmiſs'd them. By this Means he brought the Majority, out 


of Fear, to a Complyance with him; and for thoſe that had 


the Courage to ſtand upon their Terms, and to diſpute 
the Point, he never fail'd of ſome Device or other to remove 
them out of the Way. This Oath was put to Pollio the Phari- 
fee, and to Sameas, with their Dz/ciples, as well as to the relt ; 
but they refuſing it, Herod, out of the Reverence he had for Pol- 
lio, preſt them no further to the taking of it. And he was as 
kind to the Eſſenes too; a Sect ſomewhat like the Ppzhagorians 
among the Greeks. We have ſpoken a great deal of them elſe- 
where already: But it will not be amiſs however to ſay ſome- 
what further in this Place; and how Herod came to have ſo 

der an Efteem for theſe People. | 

There was one Manahem, an Hſcne, who over and above 
the Virtue, and the Character of an exemplaryProbity of Life, 
waz likewile endu'd with the Spirit of Prophecy. This Perſon, 


upon the Sight of Herod, among his School-Fellows, when he 
Was 


Sb at te 


Book XV. II VIA Ari 25 


vas a Boy, Greeted him with a Salutation of Hail King of the 


eus. The Boy told him that he was not of a Family to be 
a King, and fo took him up hort, either that he did not know 
him, or that he Jaugh'd at him. © Yes, yes, ſays Manahems 
*« (miling upon him, and laying his Hand gently upon his 


4 Shoulder, You are to be a King, and you ſhall rule Hap- 


& pily; for it is the Pleaſure of G OD that it ſhall be ſo; 
c But keep theſe Words of Manahem in Mind now, which 
4 will give you to underſtand the Inſtability of your Fortune. 
& It will be your Duty to Govern with Juſtice, Conſcience 
« and Equity; but I have a ſecret Impulſe which tells me, 
« that you will never Menage your Authority by theſe Mea- 
«© ſures. You will keep Touch neither with G OD nor Man; 


„ though in all other Reſpects a fortunate Perſon, and wor- 
* thy of immortal Honour. Depend upon it, that GOD 
„will find you out, and bring you to your End by a moſt 


56 deplorable Judgment.” 
Herod gave little heed to theſe Words, as a Matter that ne- 


ver enter'd into his Thought; but when he came afterward 
to the Throne, and to the higheſt Pitch of his Glory, he ſent 


for Manahem, and alk'd him ho5w long he thought he ſhould 
Reign: Manahem returning an uncertain Anſwer, Herod put 
it to him again; whether he thought he ſhould Reign ten 
Year. Yes, yes, ſays Manahem, and Twenty, and Thirty: and 
there he ſtopt, leaving the preciſe Period undetermin'd ; but 
Herod reſting ſatisfy'd with what he had heard, took a friend- 
ly leave of him, and from that Time forward had always a 
great Eſteem for the E£/*xes. This may poſſibly appear inere - 
dible; but the Reader may conſider that we haye many In- 
ſtances of good Men to whom Almighty GOD has been 
Pleated to reveal his ſecret Purpoſes and Counſels. 
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Herod propoſes the Building of a Temple : The old One 


not to be touch'd till the new One is provided for. 
Herod prepares the Materials, and enters upon the 
Work. The Front of the Temple; the Galleries; 


_ #be Temple-Walls; Baris, or the Tower; the Fort 


Antonia; a Plan of the Temple, or the firſt Encloſure; 
ancther Encloſure. The Middle Encloſure ; the whele 
perfected in eighteen Months, The Dedication of the 
; 'I4. privy Paſſage from Fort 10 Fort. 4 
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"A "Fer fon — great. and glarions Actions, and the finiſh. 
ing of ſo many magnificent and pompous. Buildings, 
Herod bethought himſelf in the ei ghtcenth Year of his Reign, 
of erecting a Temple to the Haly God, in all Reſpects larger, 
anck more ſtately then the former, and a Work that he made 
Account would redound more to the Honour. of his Name 
and Memory, (as in Truth it did)- then all that be had cver 
done before; But yet leſt the People ſhould ſtumble at the 
_ Difficulty of the Undertaking, he call'd them together to try 
what might be done by Reaſon and Diſcourſe, to the Remo- 
ving of that Rub out of the Way 
e [t would be Time loſt, ſays he, my Friends and Country- 
© men, to give you the Hiſtory of my. Doings lince I came to 
the Crown ; wherefore let it ſuffice that I have more attend- 
« cd to your Benefit and Security then to my own particular 
< Reputation. You know very well what Care I have taken 
« for you in your greateſt Extremities, and without any Re- 
« gard to my own Profit; and you know likewiſe that you 
«yourſelves have had the greateſt Share in the Advantage. af” | 
<« all the mighty Works, which by God's Blefling andaſſiſtanee 
«& J have brought to Perfection: Inſomuch that Jude is in a 
5 better State at this Day then ever it was: W herefore, as J 
% Was a-ſaying, there will be no Need of running into the 
« Particulars of the Cities, Caſtles, Palaces, ©c. that I have 
6“ either built, fortify'd, or repair'd in Zud&a, and the Tri- 
4% butary Provinces. But the ſhort Sum of my preſent Bus'neſs 
4 is Matter of Worſhip. and Religion, and what concerns the 
ce Reputation of your Country. You ſhall do well to obſerve, 
< that this Temple that was erected by our Forefathers at 
ce their Return from Babylon, wants ſixty Cubits of the Height 
c of Selomon's ; and this was no Fault of our Anceſtors nei- 
ce ther: for it was not long of them that it came not up to 
et the Proportion of the firſt; being rais'd according to the 
«© expreſs Model of Cyrus, and Darius the Son of Hyſtaſpes, 
under whoſe, Dominion they then liv'd, as afterward un- 
e der the Macedonians : So that they had it not in their Power 
e to advance that Monument of their Piety and Zeal up to 
e the Meaſures of the Original. But ſince God hath been now 
« pleaſed in his gracious Providence to put the Government. 
te into my Hands, and at the ſame Time to furniſh me with 
te all neceſſary Means for the accompliſhing of my End; as 
c Peace, Leiſure, ready Money, a large Competency of Re- 
«© venue: and which is more then all the reſt, the Maſters of 


* the whole World to F riend: (chat i is to ſay, the Romans) 
: fs It 


ws ae Bs 


Book XV. Jawisn AUT. QUITIBS, 957 


0 
bh 
yy 
1 
- 
vi 
£13 
e 
A 
1 
Cc 
© 
3 
© 
5 
c 
t 
> 
> 
2 
3 
2 
A 
L 
q 


* 


44 It ſhall be my Care and Bus'neſs to ſupply thoſe Deſectiñj 
% which it was not poſlible for our Predeceſſors under their 
« Circumſtances to prevent: and to do that Right, in fine, 
cc to the Glory of God; which we have hitherto been ſhort 
« in, with all due Reverence to his holy Name, and with 2 
« Gratitude ſuitable tothe Mercies we have receiy'd,” . 
The People were ſo ſurpriz'd at this unexpected Diſcourſe 
and Declaration, that it put them all to their Wits End to 
conſider hat would come of it; beſide the anxious Dread 
they had of having the old Temple pull'd down, be fore they 
were ſure of another in the Flace of it; which, in Truth, 
they deſpair'd of, as an Enterpriſe. next to impracticable, 
This put them to a Stand; but the King finding what it was 
they ſtruck at, bad them reſt ſatisfy'd that the old Temple. 
ſhould ſtand firm, and untouch'd, till all the Stuff for the neu 
one ſhould be prepar'd'; and he was as good as his Word. 
He provided a Hundred Carriages for Stones and other Ne- 
ceſſaries; ten Thouſand Artiſts in all Handicrafts, the beſt _ 
of every Sort that were to be gotten, A Thouſand Prieſts 
that underſtood Maſons and Carpenters Work, to overlook. 
them, which he furniſhed with Sacerdotal Robes and Veſt- 
ments at his own Charge. The Artificers, Stones, Timber, 
and all the Preparatory Materials being now in Readinels, the 
firſt Work they ſet upon was the clearing of the old Founda- 
tion, and the laying of a new one; upon which Baſis they 
raiſed the Superſtrufture of a Temple a Hundred Cubits in 
Length, and a Hundred and twenty in Height; but the odd 
twenty Cubits ſinking afterwards, it fell ſo much ſhort of 
the firſt Deſign; which our Anceſtors in the Days of Nero 
had ſome Thought of ſupplying. The whole Fabrick was 
made of durable white Stone five and twenty Cubits long, 
eight in heighth, and twelve over. 1 
The Front of this wonderful Pile had the Reſemblance of a 
Palace; much higher in the Middle then on the Sides, and 
looking with ſuch a Proſpect into the Fields as was very a- 


greeable to thoſe that either liv'd directly over againſt it, or 


were travelling towards it: And this View extended ſeveral 
Furlongs into the Country. The Porch was a Curioſity an- 
fwerable to the Artifice of the reſt; the upper Part of it ſet- 
out with Variety of rich Tapeſtry, and delicate Purple Flows 
ers, with Pillars interwoven, and 2 Golden Vine creeping 
and twining about them; the Branches of it laden with 
5555 | Cluſters 
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| Qluſters of Grapes.that hung dangling down from the Cr. 
niſbes: a Piece of Maſtery no leſs valuable for the Skill then 
the Matter, __ + 
Round abolit the Temple were, harge-Galleries, not Inferi. 
or to the reſt of the Work, in Magnificence ; but much ex. 
deeding all that ever was before them for Grace and Beauty, 
Two of theſe Galleries were ſupported by #0 /irong Walls; 2 
Work of as ſingular an Excellency as any we have ſeen yet; 

There was a ſteep rocky Hillock, but with a gentle Def. 
cent to the Eaſtuard of the City, which Solomon, a long 
Time before by G Q D's ſpecial Direction, encompaſs'd with 
a Wall, and the lower-Part of it was ſurrounded with another 
Wall, AF a deep Valley under it towards the South. This 

Wall was compacted of mighty Stones cramped together 
with Irons, including the Whole, and reaching down to the 
Bottom of the Hill. Thg Form of the Wotk was (quare, and 
eonſidering the Depth, and the Magnitude of it, an incom- 

arable Piece. The vaſt Bigneſs of theſe Stones was beſt ſeen 
on the out-Side, being jointed within, one into another, to 
keep them firm againſt all Weathers. , 

When this Wall was run up to the Top, the Space betwixt 
: that and the Hill, was all fill'd-up till it came to a Level, 

and then four Galleries, reckoning every Gallery to be a Fur- 
long over. There was alſo within the Square, another Stones 
Wall, carry d round the Top of the Hill, with a double Porch 
to the Ea/tward facing the Portal of the Temple, that ſtands 
in the Middle, This Portal was gloriouſſy adorn'd by the 
Royal Bounty of ſeveral Princes ; and round about the Tem- 

le > elf were the Spoils and Trophies that had been taken 
from the Barbarians, which Herod Dedicated over again, 
Vith the Addition of others of later Date, that he himſelf 
had taken from the Arabians. 

Upon'one of the Angles on the North- Side, ſtood a ſtrong 
well-fortify'd Building, the Work of ſome of the Iſnonæans, 
s Family that for a long Time executed the Authority both of 
Prince and High-Prieſt. They call'd this Place Baris, or the 
Tower, and there they kept the Pontifical Habits, which accord. 
Ing to Cuſtom were never to be taken-out, but when the High: 
Prieſt was juſt about to Officiate. Herod apply'd it alſo to 
the ſame Uſe; but after his Death, it came to be lodg'd in the 
Hands of the Romans: and there it reſted till the Time of 7. 1 
berius ; in whole Reign, Vitellius being made Governour of, 
Syria, and going to take Poſſeſſion of his Command, was ſo. 
honourably treated at Feruſalem, that in Acknowledgment of 


uu — aud Reſpect, he m—_ d with C/ar on the 


"8 behalf 
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might have the keepin of the ſacred Depaſitum, or the Stole 
Sacerdotalis, 4 themſelves. This Petition being granted, it 
continu'd in their Cuſtody till after the Death of King Agrip- 
2: at which Time CAſſius Longinus, the Governour of Syria, 
and Cuſpins Fadus, Licurenang'of Judæa, orderid the de po- 
ſiting of the holy Habits in the Fort Antonia: inſiſting upon 
it; that they ought to be {till in the Power of the Romans, ad 
they were formerly. Hereupon they ſent away their Depu- 
ties immediately to Claudius Ceſar to ſollicit this Affair. The 
young King Agrippa, happoning to be then at Rome, begg'd 
of Czar the Charge of theſe Habits, which was forthwith, 
granted him, and Orders ſent to Vitellius to deliver them. 
The ſacred Robes were formerly kept under the Seal of the 
High-Prieſt, and the Treaſurer of the Temple ; who, upon the 
Eve of their Solema Fe/#ivals, apply'd themſelves {till to the 
Commander in Chief of the Fort for the Romans ; ſhew'd him 
their Seal, and took out the Stole; and then when the holy Ofa 
fice was over, carry'dit backagain to the ſame Place, and there 
in the Preſence of the Governour, ſealed it up and left it. I 
ſhould not have been lo particular in this Point, but for the 
many Changes that have happen'd in this Proceeding. This 
Fort was a Place of great Strength already ; but Herod ſtill 
fortify'd it more and more, and in ſo doing he fortify'd the 
Temple alſo; giving it the Name at laſt of Antonia, in Hos 
nour of his great Friend 4nthony once Emperour of theRamans; 
On the Weſt- ſide of the Wall there were four Gates: one 
led to the Court, croſs a Valley that lay betwixt; two to the 
Suburbs, and the laſt to the City: with a Deſcent of a great 
many Steps down to the Valley, and an Aſcent on the other 
Side of as many Steps up to the Top. The City ſtood juſt 
over-againſt the Temple, with the Appearance of a Theatre, 
bounded toward the South with a deep Valley. In the Mid- 
dle of that Square was another Gate juſt Equi-diſtant from 
the two Angles, with a triple ſtately Gallery, {ſtretching 
from the Eaſt-ſide of the Valley to the Weſt; which was the 
tittermoſt Length the Place would bear. There never was 
any Thing under the Sun more confounding then the Specta- 
cle: for the Valley was of fo prodigious a Depth, and the 
Height of the Building over it, ſo ſtupendious, that it turn'd 
a Body's Eyes and Brain to look down from the Top to the 
Bottom of it. Theſe Galleries reſted upon four Rows of Pil- 
lars equally diſtant one from another; and a Stone-Wall 
wrought up betwixt thoſe of ihe fourth Rank, The Pillars 
themlelves were as much about as three Men could nee "I 
| even * & 
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ven and twenty Foot in Length, and upon a double Baſs, 
The Number of them was one Hundred ſixty two in the 


Sculpture Corinthian Work. Between theſe four Rows of Pil- 


hrs were three Galleries; two of them alike ; that is to fay, 
thirty Foot broad a piece, upward of fifty in Height, and a 
Furlong in Length: but that in the Middle was half 0 
broad again as the other and twice as high. In the Wains 
ſcoting, there was great Variety of curious Figures. The 
Roof of the middle Gallery, was ſupported with Stone- Work; 


fo delicately wrought, and cemented together, that it look d 


Ake one entire Stone. 


This may ſerve for a Deſcription of the firſt Encloſure, 


and there was another not far off with a Stone- Wall, and 


ſome two Steps up to't, with a Partition of Stone; and an 


Inſcription upon it, prohibiting any Strangers to enter there 


upon Pain of Death. This inward Encloſure had three 


Gates toward the Sozth and North of an equal Diſtance one 
from the other: and to the:Ea/tward, another much larger, 
where Men that were purity'd had Admittance with their 


Wives; but the Women were not permitted to paſs any further. 


There was anotker Place in the Middle betwixt the other 


two, Where it was lawful only for the Prieſts to enter: and 
that was it where the Temple was erected, and before it, the 
Altar, where they offer'd up their Sacrifices. Now Herod 


durſt not, preſume to enter into that Place himſelf, becauſe 


not being a Prieſt, he ſtood prohibited by the Law: So that 
he committed the Care of this Part of the holy Work to the 


Prieſts themſelves; which they finiſh'd in eighteen Months, 
when he himſelf had been eight Years a finiſhing the reſt, 

The People were overjoy'd to fee ſo great a Work over in 
fo ſhort a Time, giving God Thanks for his Bleſſing upon the 
Undertaking, and extolling the King to the Heavens, for the 
Zeal he bad ſhewn to God's holy W orſhip., The Reſtaura- 
tion of the Temple was now celebrated with an univerſal 
Joy; a Sacrifice of three Hundred Oxen upon the King's Ac- 
count, and fo for the reſt in their Proportion; which amoun- 
ted to a Number, in the whole, hardly to be computed. 
And the Solemnity was as much beyond Expectation too; 
for the Dedication of the Temple, and the Anniverſary of 
Herod's coming to the Crown, falling-out upon the fame 
Day, doubled the Solemnity. Among other of his Temple- 


_ ww-rhs, the Vault muſt not be forgotten, that Herod cauſed 
io be carry'd under-Ground from the Fort Antunia to the 
Eaſt Gate of the Temple, where he erected another Fort: 


This 


3 


. , 
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This Vault being defign'd for a private, and ſafe Retreat, 


either for himſelf or his Succeſſors, in cafe of any ſeditious 
Practibe againſt the Government. There goes a Tradition, 
that it never rain'd in the Day-time all the while this Tem- 
ple was a building, but only in the Night, but of a Divine 
Care. (as it was interpreted) not to interfupt the Progreſe 
of the Work. This Story hath” been handed down to us 
From Father to Son, and it conſiſts: well enoüùgh with the 
Methods of GOD's Providence, Where his Worſhip is con- 
cern'd. But let this ſuffice- gs to the Reſtauration of the 
| T8 -- - 
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4d "i ME Houſe-Breakers. The ok murmur 
at it. Herod takes a Journey to Rome, Cæſar en- 
tertains him very gracionſiy; and reſtores him his two 
Sons, Herod zates them back with him to Jeruſalem. 
Salome and her Complices /artled at it, Herod not 
10 be W upon by Calummes.. 


to ſee Juſtice done indifferently both in Town and 
Country, and private as well as publick ; made a 
new Law for the puniſhing of Houſe-Breakers, to this Effect: 
That all Offenders in that Kind ſhould be Sold far Slaves, to 
any that would purchaſe them ; without Exception, even to 
Strangers. Now the People did not take this ſo much for 
an Animadverſion upon the Malefactor, as for an Encroach- 
ment upon the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Nation; for the 
3 of People to the Impoſitions of Men, that liv'd 


by 


| T He King taking it for a Duty belonging to his Office, 
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by other Rules and Meaſures, does not ſo much Hurt to the 
Criminal in the Penalty, as to Keligion itſelf in the Exam- 
ple: And therefore cur ancient Laws have made a $994 Pro- 
viſion in the Caſe, by condemning the Felon to a fourfold Re- 
[titution, if he be worth it; or if Infolyent, to be fold, but 
not 19 Strangers, nor into perpetual Slavery, and at the End 
of ſeven Years to be diſcharg'd. The Conſtruction, in fine, 
that they made of this neu Law, was, that it was wunkingly, 
tyrannical and unjuſt ; and a deliberate Contempt upon the e- 
ftablifſhhd Practice and Diſcipline. At this Rate of Li- 
berty did every Body talk of the King, Much about this 
Time Herod took a Voyage into Italy, to make his Court to 
the Emperour, and to look after his Sons there, whom he 
found every Way accompliſh'd, in the underſtanding both 
of Letters and Bus'neſs. Ceſar treated him with fingular 
Humanity and Honour, and deliver'd the young Princes back 
to their Father in much better Circumſtances then he receiv'd 
them. They were well made, tall, and graceful, and gave 
to underſtand in their Converſation and Behaviour, that the 
Excellency of their Minds was not inferior, in Proportion, 
to the Agreeableneſs of their Perſons: and taking all toge- 
ther, there appear'd ſomewhat of a Royal Dignity in whate- 
ver they did. When Herod had paid his Compliment, he 
took leave of Cz/ar, and went back with his Charge; where 
they were no ſooner arriv'd, but all People were gazing up- 
on them with Joy and Admiration. This did not pleaſe 
Salome the King's Siſter, nor any of the Complices in the 
Ruin of Marianne ; for they look'd upon them with Jealau- 
ſy, and Envy, in their Hearts, and as Inſtruments that Pro- 
vidence had preſerv'd, and rais'd-up to revenge the Death of 
their Mother. With theſe Thoughts in their Heads they 
improv'd the Matter they had to work upon, by ſcandalous 
Calumnies and Suggeſtions. The Sons, they ſaid, would ne- 
wer endure the Converſation of their Father, after the dipping - 
his Hands in the innocent Blood of their Mother. They found, 
in ſhort, no good to be done upon the Father againſt the 
Sons, but by ſlanderous Inſinuations, and that was the Courſe 
therefore, they reſolved to put in Ure. It muſt not be ſup- 
pos'd that they talk'd at this Rate to the King himſelf; but 
they left the Poiſon to work rather in wand'ring Hints, and 
Rumours, among the People, making no doubt but ſome : 
Way or other it would come to the King's Ear at laſt, and 
Probably create in him ſuch an Averſion to his Sons, as 
would utterly deſtroy the natural Affection of a Father. 


Aq q 2 C Hp. 
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CHAP. N 


Herod marries Ariftobulyg to Berenice, ad Alexander 
to Glophyre. ' Agrippa gives Herod a Viſit. 


T His Conf; n/piracy of Salame and the reſt had wrought no- 

thing as yet upon the Confidence and Paternal Affection 
of Herod? but he continu'd open, kind, and eaſy to his Sons 
as poflible, and without any Suſpi picion or Reſerve. The firſt 
Thing he did was to match them into Princely Families; 
Ariſtobulus to Berenice the Daughter of Salome; and Alexan- 
der to Glaphyra, the Daughter of Archelaus Kin g of Cappadocia. 
Being given to underſtand by this Time, that Marcus A. 
grippa was gone back again out of Italy into Aſia, he went 
over to him with a generous and a friendly Tender of all Ser- 
vice and Reſpect, and earneſtly beſought him for the Ho- 
nour of a Viſit. This Requeſt being granted, there was no- 
thing wanting on Hered's Part that might contribute to A. 
grippa's Welcome and Satisfaction. He ſhew'd him all the 
glorious Cities and Palaces that he had lately built, or repair'd,; 
carrying him to Scbaſte, the Port of Cæſarea, and the Forts 
of Mxandrion, Herodion, Hyrcania, &c. where he treated 
 Ferippa and his Friends with all the Splendor and Magnift- 
- cence imaginable. After this Tour, he conducted him to 
Feruſalem, where he was received by the whole Multitude 
with the Joy, Pomp, and Acclamations of a Solemn Feſti- 
val: Agrippa, to crown the Work, dedicating to GOD the 
Sacrifice of a Hecatomb, and Feaſting the People, He was 
ſo well pleas'd with kis Journey, and his Entertainment, 
that he would fain have ſtay'd longer; but Winter coming- 
on, and thoſe Seas being dangerous, he embarked with his 
Troops for Jonia, laden with Honours and Preſents. 


PR 
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c HAP. III. 


| Herod rakes Sipping for Lesbos; but is 3 by con- 2 
trary Minds upon Chios. He Hiads out Agrippa at 
| Sinope, a City of Pons. The Greeting of the Wo 


Princes; wh» paſs together to Samos. fhe good Of- 
Ker Herod « did Agrippa by 56 Way. 


_ When 
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ey Herod had paſs'd the Winter at Home, he took 
another Voyage upon the opening of the Spring to 
find out Agrippa: who according to his Intelligence was gone 
with an Army toward the Boſphorus. Hered took Shipping 
for Leſbos, where he ſuppoſed he might meet with him; but 
aſter he had paſs'd Rhodes and Coos, he was driven by a 
North-wind upon the Iſle of Chios, where he was forc'd to ly 
by for ſome Days. In this Voyage he had many Viſits made 
him Incognitiv, which he anſwer'd with ſuirable Prefents in 
Return; and taking Notice in his ſhort Stay here, of ſeve- 
ral publick Buildings that lay yet in Ruins ever ſince the 
Mit hridatich War, for Want of Money to repair them, he 
gave them Credit for a Sum ſufficient to do the Work, with 
an expreſs Charge to put it in Hand, and finiſh it the firſt 
Thing they did. , 
The Wind coming now about, Herod ſet fail, firſt to Mi- 
tylene, then to Byzantium; and hearing that Agrippa had al- 
ready paſs'd the Cyaneon Rocks, he made after him with all the 
Speed he could, and join'd him at Sinepe, a City of Pontus 7 
Agrippa little dreaming of ſuch a Friend, and ſuch a Fleet fo 
near him, His coming, in ſhort, was fo ſeaſonable; and the 
greeting of the two Princes reciprocally fo tender and hear- 
ty, that nothing could be more demonſtrative of an honour- 
able Faith, and Friendſhip, then for one Frince to poſtpone 
his own Bus'neſs, and upon ſuch a Pinch of Time too, for 
the Service of another. So that Herod and Agrippa were, in 
Effect, all one, in their Arms, Labours, Hazards and Coun- 
ſels: And they were both as one in their Delights and Plea- 
ſures too: in Difficulties, out of Kindneſs; and in their Di- 
verſions, out of Reſpect. When Agrippa had diſpatch'd what 
he cams for in Pontus, he took his Way back again over-land, 
and fo they pais'd through Paphlagenia, Cappadocia, and the 
greater Phrygia, to Epheſus, and thence by Sea to Samos. He- 
rod's Magnificence and Generoſity was remarkable by the 
many good Offices he did upon the Way; as well by the 
Power he had with Agrippa, as by large Donatives and Cha- 
rities, at his own Expence wherever there was Occaſion for 
it. There was hardly a Town they pais'd, but Herod pre- 
vail'd with Agrippa for ſomewhat or other in their Favour s . 
upon whoſe Mediation nothing was deny'd. Agrippa, tis 
true, was in his own Diſpoſition a Friend, even to Mankind, 
where he could oblige any one Man without wronging ano- 
ther; but it was not amils yet, to have ſuch a Remembran- 
cer and Interceſſor as Herod was, at 4grippa's Elbow; over 
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and above the natural Biaſs of ſo friendly an Inclination. 

At the Inſtance of Herod, Agrippa pardon'd the Ilienſians, 

againſt whom he was highly provoked. He paid an Arrear 

for the People of Chios, that they had incurr'd to the Empe- 

rour; procured them Privileges; and in one Word, he did 

all the good he could wherever he came, | 
o 1 
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CHAP. Iv. 


The Jews in Tonia complains of the Natives. Agrippa 


gives them a Hearing, and aſſigns them Counſel : Ni- 
cCholaus being entertain'd for the Jews. The Grie- 

vances complain'd of. Several Decrees of the Senate 
in Favour of the Jews. They argue upon Cæſar's 
Merit, and Agrippa declares for them. 


U Pon their coming into Jonia, there was a mighty Con- 
” courſe of Jews of that Province gotten together upon 
that Occaſion, with Complaints againſt the Natives for break- 
ing-in upon them in the Exerciſe of their Laws and Worſhip ; 


their Officers dragging them from their Meetings to their 


Courts of Juſtice ; and putting a Stop to the holy Treaſure 
that ſhould be ſent to Zeru/alem ; forcing them to bear Arms, 
and pay publick Duties out of their bare Subſiſtance-Money; 
contrary to common Faith, and to the Liberties and Exemp- 


tions granted them by the Romans. Herod laid hold of this 


Opportunity of doing the eus a Service, and fo prevail'd 
with Agrippa to grant the Plaintiffs a Hearing; aſſigning 
them one Nicholaus, a particular Friend of his, for their 


, 


Counſel. There was a Court call'd upon this Occaſion, 4. 


grippa himſelf being preſent, together with a Bench of ho- 


nourable Romens, ſeveral Princes, and other great Men; the 
Advocate opening the Cauſe after this Manner. 


„ Whither, moſt illuſtrious Agriępa, ſhould the miſerable 
& and oppreſſed fly for Sanctuary and Relief, but to thoſe. 


& Princes that are able to protect and to relieve them? This 
& js the Caſe of your humble Supplicants; and we muſt pre- 


& ſume to appeal from your Authority to your Juſtice, in a 


& full Confidence of your Royal Goodneſs; for we have no- 


cc thing more to deſire at preſent, then the Poſſeſſion and En- 


& joyment of what you yourlelves have granted us already, 
and which our Feligu Subjects are no endeavayring to take 
en | | * from 
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4 from us. If the Favours we enjoy be great, we doubt not 
* but you will now think us as worthy to keep them, as 
„you found us before to receive. them. If the Benefit be 
„ (mall, it reflects upon your Honour to imagine that you 
« arc not able to make it Good : Neither is this a greater In- 
« jury to us, then it is an Indignity to yourſelves in the 
Contempt of your Judgment, and in the Diſappointment | 
% of your pious Intentions. If it were put to theſe very Peo- 
% ple, whether they would rather part with their Lives, or 
& with their Laws, Cuſtoms, Diſcipline, Sacrifices, Feſti- '* 
cc Fals, &c. in Honour of their Gods, I think, with Sub- | 
& miſſion, that a Body may ſafely anſwer for them, they 
& would chuſe the former. It is a common Thing to take- F 
« up Arms for Religion: And what is the great Bleſſing of . 
ec the Peace and Freedom the World enjoys under the Fo- 1 
* man Empire, but that every honeſt Man may live and 
« worſhip after his own Way? What Pretence is there for | 
& People to impoſe that upon others, which they will not 
© ſubmit to themſelves ? as if it were not all one whether | 
% we hinder another Man from doing his Duty, or neglect 
4% our own. It is a Thing further to be confider'd that there 
<« is no City, People or Nation extant, that does not depend | 
e“ upon the Adminiſtration, and the Power of Reme, forall F 
% the Happineſs they can pretend to? Will any Thing now 
% but a Mad-man, reckon it his Intereſt to fruſtrate your 
* Bounties ? When every Man living, ſome Way or other 
* ſhall be a Loſer by it? Our Enemies are not aware of it, 
„ that while they labour to invalidate our Rights, they de- 
* ftroy their own : for why ſhould the ſame Conceſſions be 
© good to them, and void to us? And that ineſtimable Pri- 
_ < vilege among the reſt, of living at Eaſe and Liberty, un- 
der the Protection of the Roman Emperours, while ſeve- 
ral other Nations lie groaning in a State of Servitude at 
„the Mercy of rigorous Kings. Neither is ours, at the beſt, 
* a Condition to be envy'd ; for as to other Matters, we de- 
* firenothing more then a common Share of Advantage with 
* the reſt of our Fellow · Subjects; provided we may but be al- 
* low'd to worſhip GOD after the Manner of our Forefathers z 
« which, as it is innocent in itſelf on the one Hand; fo it is 
for the Service of thoſe that permit it, on the other : for 
GOD does not only love thoſe that worſhip him themſelyes, 
but thoſe alſo that encourage the Worſhip of him in others. 
What is there in our Way of holy Offices that any ſober 
Man can take Offence at? Or, in Truth, that is not in all 
* Reſpetts agreeable to Piety and Juſtice ? We make no Diffi- 
2444 © culty 
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« culty of owning the Rules and Precepts of our Lives and 
« Profeſſion. The ſeventh Day is àa Day of 1 from all our c 
«< Labours, and a Day that we. ſet apart for the Study of the. T 
Lau, as « Diſciphne that cut}, cg vices to the reftifying « 
of our Manners. Now theſe Cuſtoms of ours are not only 4 
* blameleſs in themſelves, eyen upba the ſtricteſt Examina 
en tion of them, but venerable even for their Antiquity ; all 0 
6% Cavils to the contrary notwithſtanding, ſo that there can 
< be no Place of controverting the Authority of Laws that 
<-have ſtood the Teſt of ſo many Ages. The Injuries we | 
% complain of are theſe. They ſacrilegiouſiy make Seure of 
« Monies dedicated to holy Uſes : they impoſe Taxes upon 
* People that ought in Right to pay none. They hurry them 
© up and down to Courts of Tulbice and other common Atten- 
7, dancies, upon our Days of Solemnity and religious Worſhip: 
© and for no other End, but to turn our Piety and Devotion 
( to Scorn : ard theſe Practices they know in their Hearts to 
© be alt unwarrantable, and cauſeleſs. Your Wiſdom con- 
& ſults indifferently the common Welfare of all your People, 
© in the promoting of Peace, and the preventing of Fewds. 
“ Tt is againſt theſe Injuries, moſt excellent Agrippa, that we 
& crave to be relieved, and that we may be allow'd the ſame 
“ Liberty hereaſter in our Lives and Converſations, that we 
ic have enjoy d heretofore; and that our Adverſaries may have 
* no more Advantage over us then we pretend to over them. 
„ We take this to be a Juſtice, not only in the Reaſon of the 
«© Thing, but in the Right which your Goodneſs has given us 
« to it by declaring in our Favour; to which Purpoſe there are 
«& at this Day to be ſeen in the Capitol, ſeveral Decrees of the 
« Senate in Tables of Braſs, for the perpetual Memory of the 
4% Thing. Theſe Monumental Records were undoubtedly 
grounded upon the Experiment of our Faith and Loyalty to 
© the State; reſide that the Obligation would be yet ſacred 
& and inviolable, even without any antecedent Merit on our x 
© Part; for your generous Goodneſs hath been ever fo far from X 
“ leſſening or revoking the Bounties you have once beſtow'd 
& (and that not only to us, but to all Mortals) that it hath 5 
«© been your Practice, rather to amplify and enlarge them, 5 
« even beyond all Thought and Expectation, as I could give 
% Inftances abundantly, if my Time would bear it. But not to 
& value ourſelves too much upon our ownServices, let ourroyal 
% Maſter's good Offices ſpeak for us. Where did he ever fail, 
< to the uttermoſt of his Power, to oblige your Nation? Has 
& not his Faith and Zeal for your Intereſt been try'd over and 
% ovcr? Has he not made the advancing of your Honour his 
8 — | : Bile nol - 
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« gus'neſs and his Study? Were your Affairs ever in any 
« 'Difficulty, and he not eſpouſe them as his own? So'that 


e if it were but for our King's Sake, we; might pretend to 


« (ome Sort of Conſideration. . We muſt not forget the Ser- 


4e yices of his Father Aatipater neither, not the Enforcement 


cc Of two Theirſand Auxtliaries that he, brought to Ceſar in 
% Egypt, where his Behaviour was ſo ſignally brave, and fo 
© much to the Advantage of the Empire, that he had the 
«© Reputation of not being inferiour to any Man living, ei- 
© ther at Sea or at Land, for Conduct and Courage. We 
«© might appeal to the glorious Preſents that Cæſar made him, 
ce gr rather to-the Letters Recommendatory that he wrote to 
* the Senate in his Favour, upon this Occaſion, by which 
ic he obtained for him the Privilege of a Citizen of Rome ; 
& with other additional Honours. . This fingle Argument, 
* Great Prince, might be ſufficient, even of itſelf, to evince 
& that thoſe Favours were at firſt well beſtow'd, which we 
c are now imploring may be confirm'd : beſide that confi- 
« dering the preſent League of Friendthip betwixt yourſelf 


© and our royal Sovereign, we do rather hope for an Aug- 


«© mentation of your Bounty, then fear any Abarement of 
*« it. I might enlarge upon your holy Vows and Sacri- 
&« fices -at Feruſulem; the Splendor of your Entertain- 
* ments, and the Satisfaction you were pleaſed to own in the 
«reciprocal Exchange of Offices of Hoſpitality and Reſpect, 
ce which were all evident Proofs of an affectionate Tender- 
«© nels, and an amicable Underſtanding betwixt the cus and 
% the Romans, confirm'd and ratify'd under the very Roof 


© of the King himſelf. Now our final Requeſt to the Majeſ- 


« ty of Agrippa, and in the Preſence of the Hing of the 
« 7ews too, is only this; that we may reap the Fruits of 
« your own Bounty, without. being made a Prey to others.“ 

This Diſcourſe of Nicholuus went off without any Reply 
from the Greeks ; for it was not a judicial Trial of Right ; 
but a Petiticnary Complaint only, to get we Grievance re- 
mov*'d. They could not deny the Fact; but the eus, they ſaid, 


were Strangers, and would be a Burden to them; who in- 


ſiſted upon it on the other Hand, that they were no Stran- 
gers, but a People that liv'd in their own Way without Of- 
fence to God or Man. | | 
When Agrippa came to underſtand how they were op- 
preſs'd, he declar?! himſelf in their Favour, as well for the 
Juſtice of their Cauſe, as out of the Reſpect he bare Herod : 


and that he thought their Deſires fo reaſonable, that if they 


had been much larger he ſhould have comply'd with them, 
fo 
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ſo far at leaſt as would have conſiſted with his Duty to the 
State of Rome. © But ſince I find them fo moderate, ſays 
te he, in their Demands, as to content themſelves with the 
6 Ratification of what is already conferr'd upon them, I do 
c here pronounce. a Confirmation of the Claim they make 
ce to theſe Privileges; and take it further to myſelf, that ſe 
e long as they keep themſelves within the Bounds of their 
« Dilcipline and Profeſſion, they ſhall have no more Trou- 
c ble of this Kind for the Future.” With theſe Words he 
diſmiſsd the Convention, and upon the breaking of it up, 
Herod gave Aprippa infinite Thanks in the Name of the 
whole Nation; and ſo with an interchange of mutual Ten- 
derneſſes and Embraces, betwixt the two Princes, they both 
left Lesbos. 
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Herod Embarks for Cæſarea. He calls nn Aſſembly az 
Jeruſalem, and tells the Feople what hath been dong 
for them in Alia, | - 


H upon parting, put to Sea with a fair Wind for 
| Ceſaria ; and in a few Days, from thence to Feru/ſa- 
lem, where he called the Jews immediately together, Stran- 
gers, as well as Citizens, and gave them an Account of his 
Expedition, and the great Things he had done for their 
Friends in Aſia, where they were at that Time free and ea- 
ſy in their Perſons, and in their Religion. He did not for- 
get to mind them neither, how they had proſper'd under his 
Government; ans that he had no Intereit in what he did, 
but the Well-being of his Subjects. And for a further In- 
ſtance of his Goodneſs, he did at the ſame Time diſcharge 
them of a fourth Part of their Tribute. Theſe fair Words, 
as they were attended with ſuitable Effe&s, chear'd the 
Hearts of the People, and ſent them away with Acclamati- 
ons in their Mouths, and the Wiſhes of all Glory, and Proi- 
perity to the Ring. 1 


CHAP. 


come the Talk of the whole Town, and while every Body 
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Salome's Plot upon the two Princes. Two Fuctions 
countermining one another. Artificial Calumnies. Sa- 
lome and Pheroras irritate Herod againſt. bis own 
Son. Herod treats Antipater as his next Succeſſor. 
Antipater endeavours 10 S$1pplant his Brothers. He- 


rod, Open and Credulous ; and the Brothers Unwary. 


Herod's Keyenge upon Alexander and Arſtobulus. 
The Mother of Antipater ſent for ts Court, Anti- 
pater waits upon Agrippa to Rome. 


Burnings were fomented at Home by the Practice of 


Salome upon the two Toung Princes, whom ſhe hated Mortal- 


ly : and taking Courage from the Succeſs of her Calumnies up- 


on the Mother, ſhe proceeded with the greater Confidence in 


her Deſign upon her Sons, and with a Reſolution not to leave 
any Thing alive that might be in a Condition to Revenge the 
Blood of that Innocent Lady, And the Plot was not carry'd 
on without fome Sort of CoJour neither ; for the young Men 


did not behave themſelves ſo Reſpectfully toward their Father 


as they ſhould have done; partly out of an Indignation for the 
Violence upon the Perſon of their Mother, and partly out of 
an Ambition to get the Rule into their own Hands. The 
Factious were now at Work, betwixt reviving old Grudges, 
and Creating new Ones, The Sons railing in downright 
Scurrility at Salome and Phereras ; and they on the other 
Side as ſpitefully, but more flyly, undermining the Brothers: 
So that though there was no Love joſt, they had differing 
Ways yet of expreſſing their Hatred: for the Princes in heat 
of Blood, and in the Simplicity of their Hearts, bolted out 


at a Venture, whatever came at their Tongue's End: but the 
other made Way to the Execution of their Malice by Artifiee, 


and Diſguiſe, provoking the young Men to Extravagancies 
of Language, on Purpoſe to entrap them. They fook it for an 
Honour they laid, to be the Sons of fuch a Mother: Inſiſting up- 
on it {till that ſhe was baſely murder'd. Now theſe Words 
were a ſufficient Ground for a calumaious Jealouſy to work 
upon; for they would bear the Conſtruction of Deliberating 
upon a Revenge with their own Hands. This was now be- 


2 


Hile this was a-doing abroad, Grudgings and Heart- 
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elſe pity d the young Men for the dangerous Liberties they 
took of talking at that deſperate Rate, Salome made her Ad. 

vantage of their Indiſeretions, and improv'd them to her own 
Ends. They would be ſaying commonly in the Heat of theis 
Impatience for the Loſs of their Mother, that “ next to the 
1 miſerabe Fate of that unhappy Princes, they look'd upon 
&« their own Cirumſtances to be the moſt deplorable of zi! 
others, in the Neceſſity of Cohabiting with the Myrderers 


« and in ſome Meaſvre becoming Partakers of the Crime by | 


© Communicating with the Company. 

Herod's being out of the Way all this While, was a great 
Advantage to the Menagers of this Intrigue. But ſoon after 
his Return now, and the. Harangue to the People that I told 


you of; Salome andPheroras were preſently at Work u pon him 


with tions and Inſinuations of the Danger he was in from 
his own Sons; and how they made their publick Braggs that 
the Mutderers of their Mother ſhould never catry it off ſo. 
They patch'd up a Story of Archelaus, the King of Cappadacia 
too; and how they depended upon his Intereſt with Cæſa 

to affiſt them in the Proſecution of their Father. This WrouNet 
the more ſenſibly upon Herod, becauſe he heard the ſame 
Things over and over again from ſeveral Hands. Upon this 
Occaſion he could not but call to Mind the Miſeries he had 


already endured by Factions in his Family, cven to the de- 
priving him of his beloved Friends, ang] the deareſt Wife in 


Natufe. With theſe Reflections in his Head, and taking his 


Mieaſure of Things to come by Things paſt, the Proſpett be- 
fore him was ſo confounding, that he had no longer the Uſe 
of his Reaſon, He was, in ſhort, fortunate abroad, beyond all 
Thought, or Imagination; and no leſs wretched at Home : 
Inſomuch that conſidering both Extremes, it may be a Queſti- 

on whether the Glory of his proſperous Condition in the 
World was ſufficient to ballance the Calamity of his Family- 
Diftempers ; and whether he might not have been a happier 
Marr i in a private State betwixt both. 

While he was now caſting-about what Courſe to ſteer, he 
bethought himſelf of taking another Son he had, that he 
brought up privately, into his Family, and there toentertain 
him with Honour and Reſpect, propoſing by this Means to 


take down the Stomachs of the Brothers : His Name was An- | 


tipater. Now Herod had no Thought at firſt of putting the 
Government into this young Man's Hand (as out of a fond 
Facility afterward he did) but he betook himſelf to this Expes- 
dient by way of Tryal, to fee if he would br a Check upon 


the Infolence of Mariamne's Children, and bring them to 
better 
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better Reaſon; when they ſhould find, that let them do what 
they would, the Government ſhould not want a Succeſſor. 
In this Contemplation, Herod treated Anti pater with a Coun- 
tenance of Authority and Truſt ; and as the next Pretender to 
the Crown; making no Doubt, all this While, of reducing 
his other Sons by this Means, within the Bounds of Modeſty 
and Duty. But it fell- out quite otherwiſe, forthey reſented it 
as an Aﬀront ; ſo that inſtead of a Curb, it prov'd a Provoca- 
tion. Antipater, when he had now got Footing,”and ſo much 
beyond his Expectation too, was nota Man to quit his Ground 
bat on the Contrery, labour'd with all his Might by Tales 
and Calumaies to ſupplant his Brothers in the Affection of 
their Father; who was in Truth ſo credulous, and open, to 
thoſe ill Offices, and Impreſſions, that he eaſily gain'd his 


Point to his own Wiſh, and wrought him into an Averſion 


that grew every Day more implacable then other. His Heart 
was 70 ſet upon this Project, that he ſcarce minded any Thi 
elſe; but only to keep himſelf upon his Guard, without fo 
much as one hard Word of his Brother : for he menag'd his 
' Deſign by ſuch other Inſtruments as he knew the King would 
give Credit to, and as he might ſafely depend upon himſelf. 
Antipater was now look'd upon as the riſing Son, and Court 
made to him accordingly; as the ready Way to Preferment ; 
his Party covering the whale Practice ſtill, with a pretended 
Zeal for the Service of Herod. The Confidents of this Secret 
being all true to the Plot, made Advantage of the young 
Men's Impotences in Heat and Paſſion, who laid themſelves 
now opener then before: Breaking out by Fits into Tears 
and Exclamations ; fierce Remonſtrances of the intolerable 
Wrongs and Affronts that they endur'd ; calling out in a 
Bitterneis of their Hearts upon the Ghoſt of their innocent 
Mother, and charging their Father, in plain Terms, with ma- 
nifeſt Injuſtice. Now all theſe Intemperances were watch'd 
and obſerv'd by the Complices of Axtipater, and then carry'd 
to Herod, with Improvements and Additions to widen the 
Breach, Theſe Incendiaries had ſo exaſperated the King, that 
he reveng'd himſelf upon Alexander and Ariſtobulus, by heap- 
ing more and more Honours and Favours upon Antipater ; 
who in the Concluſion fo far preyail'd upon Herod that he got 
his Mother ſent for to Court, and Recommendatory Letters 


to Cæſur for himſelf much to his Credit, and Advantage. And 


finally, upon A2r7ippa's Return to Rome, after ten Years Ad- 
miniſtration in Ma, Herad made a Voyage by Sea to Comple- 
ment him upon the Way, and took only Antipater, of all his 
Sogs, along with him, together with many rich Preſents : 
| | | | And 
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and upon Parting, he begg'd the Favour of Agrippa, that his 
Son might wait upon him to Nome, and be there introduced 


by him to Cæſar. This was to ſhew that all was done now by 
Antipater, to the Excluſion of his two Brothers. 


—— ů— 3 — 

* HAP. VII. 

Herod appeals to Cæſar in the Caſe of bis Son. The 
tender and generous Behaviour of the Brothers. 


1 J His Voyage of Antipater to Rome, eſpecially accompany! 
| with his Father's Letters and Commendations to all his 
Friends there, turn'd exceedingly to his Honour and Advan- 

tage. The only Thing that troubled him was, that being now 
out of the Way, he could not ſo conveniently impoſe upon 
his Father with Flam- Stories againſt his Brothers, as when he 
Was at his Elbow, which gave him not a little Trouble for fear 
he might poſſibly come to change his Mind, and be brought 
over to Terms of more Moderation toward the Children of 
Mariamne. This ran in his Head; but he purſu'd his firll 
Point ſtill: and what he could not now do by Word of Mouth, 
he ſupply'd by ſpiteful Letters to keep-up the evil Humour, 
upon the Pretext of being wonderfully in Pain for his Father's 
Safety, when he was, in Truth, working his Way all this While 
by 'under-hand Practices to poſſeſs himſelf of the Govern- 
ment, having already Tranſported Herod to ſuch a Degree of 
Diſpleaſure, that his Sons had not in the World a greater Ene- 
my. But this unnatural Rigour was not yet without ſome 
Intervals of Reluctancy; fo that for fear of doing any xzaſh 
Thing in his Anger, eſpccially in the Caſe of a Father and his 
Children, ©& He took up a Reſolution of another Journey to 
* Rome, and there openly to exhibite anAccuſation againſt his 
Sons to C#/ar; but miſling him at Rome, he follow'd him 
© to Aquileia: where Herod, upon an Application to him for 
er leave to bring an unhappy Cauſe before him, produced his 
« two Sons, and charg'd them, not only with Inſolence; but 


an Attempt to Poyſon him: aggravating the Malice and 


« the Horror of the Wickedneſs to the Degree of a Conſpiracy 
* againſt the Crown and Dignity of thei- Father. And all 
« this, notwithſtanding the Licence Cæſur had given him to 
« leave the Succeſſion to which of his Sons he pleas'd; or to 
* him of the two that he ſhould find moſt dutiful. Nay and 
ni Caſe of their failing of thę Sovereignity themſelves, 


2 


Lay 
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« they would be content, even with the ſingle Death of their 


„ Father, though with the uttermoſt Peril of their own Lives 
A 4 in the procuring of it: So inhumanꝭ ſays he, and fo impi- 
Y 


cc cus is the Rancour that is ſettled in the Minds of theſe young 
«© Men. And ſo he went on, how long he had born theſe Indig» 
c“ nities; which he was now at laſt enforced, even againſt 
„ Duty and good Manners, to obtrude upon Gefur's Ear and 
« Patience. But what have I done, ſays he, to deſerve this. 
« Whom have I wrong'd? Or with what Face ſhall anyMan 
pretend to diſpoſſes a Prince fo long ſettled in the Exerciſe 
«< of a Power acquired by ſo many Hazards ? Or to bar him 
te the Liberty of leaving it, when he goes off, to him that ſhall 
« by his faithful Piety beſt deſerve it ? this would be Reaſon- 
& able, if it were but to provoke a generous Emulation, and 
© to make Virtue the Way to Honour: eſpecially when tis 
4e againſt Religion, and Nature, ſo much as to entertain ſo 
& le wd a Thought. For whoever wiſhes himſelf on his Fa- 


ie cc ther's Throne, wiſhes the other Dead; in regard that the 
ar & one cannot ſucceed, while the other's Living. Can they 
ht 4 pretend, ſays he, that ever I was wanting to them in any 
of «© Office becoming a gracious Prince, or an indulgent Father; 
. % either in matter of State, Retinue, Curioſities, or the like? 
d 


« Have I not match'd them to Princelles of the firſt Quality? 
% Ariſlobulus to the Daughter of my own Siſter, and Alexander 
eto the Daughterof King Archelaus:Nay which is more then all 
ce the reſt, when I might have puniſh'd them by my own Au- 
& thority, I have rather appealed to Cæſar, the common Pa- 
& tron and Benefactor of us all: and ſetting aſide the Autho- 
« rity of a Prince, and of a Father, over theſe treacherous 
4 Violators of their Duty, I have now ſer my ſelf upon a 
& Level with my Subjects and Children, to be determin'd by 
4% Ceſar; only with this Requeſt to his imperial Majeſty, that 
«© ſoenormous a Wickedneſs may not paſs unpuniſh'd; and I 
& ray ſelf ſtand Condemn'd to ſpend the Remainder of my 
< Days in a reſtleſs Anxiety of Apprehenſion, - Theſe 
& Wretches deſerve certainly never to ſee the Light again, 
after ſo audacious an Affront, upon the moſt ſacred Rights 
& of Society and humane Nature. 
When Herod had deliver'd his Charge (and with Warmth 
enough too) the young Princes that could not but weep now 
and then, more or leſs, as he was a ſpeaking, burſt out into 
a Flood of Tears, upon the finiſhing of his Diſcourſe ; not as 
conſcious of any Crime, but out of an honourable Senſe of Pi- 
ety to ſee their Father their Accuſer ; with this Proſpecxk 
| before them, that they muſt either conteſt the _ or 
e | aban- 
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abandon their own Integrity; the former being undecent, 
and the other unfafe. In this Heſitation and Suſpence, they 
betook themſelves to Sighs and Tears, without one Word 
ſpeaking : and this Silence, they were afraid, would be taken 
for Guilt, when in Truth, it was only want of Practice, and 
Aſſurance, being unwonted to ſpeak before ſuch an Auditory, 
Cz/ar made a right Judgment of the Matter, and fo did the 
whole Aſſembly ; who were all moved, to the higheſt Degree 
of Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, and the Accuſer himſell a- 
mong the reſt. | 


6 II 
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"Alexander's Addreſs and Defence. The two Brothers 
clear d. Herod preſents Auguſtus ; and Auguſtus 

* preſents Herod in Return. Herod goes back with his 

. Hons to Judza, and meets Archelaus at Eleuſa. He 

calls a Council at Jeruſalem, and declares bis Suc- 
_ceſlor, N 


T was by this Time Evident, that Cæſar and Herod were 

+ both tenderly affected to theſe unfortynate Princes; inſo- 
much that ſeveral there preſent wept in Pity of them. So ſoon 
as they came to take Notice of this favourable Diſpoſition, 
Alexander, the elder of the two addreſs'd himſelf to his Fa- 
ther upon the Subject of their Charge, as follows. | 
% Sir, we cannot bur take it for a clear Evidence of your 
“ good Intentions toward us, that you have brought us to this 
6 Place before ſo great, and juſt a Judge, and ſo gracious 2 
ce Prince, for the Deciſion of our Cauſe, without employing 
« either your regal, or your paternal Power over your own 
«& Children and People. But in transferring us to Rome, and 
« by way of an Appeal to Cz/ar too, it is given manifeſtly 
« to underſtand that you have a Deſire and Purpoſe to pre- 
& ſerve us; for Men do not uſe to carry thoſe to Temples and 
c Altars, that they intend to De/troy. But yet after all this, 
& for an Aggravation of our Misfortune, we are Conſcious to 
ce our ſelves, that we are not worthy to live; if we had but 
ce done any Thing that looks like Diſloyalty or Ingratitude to- 
« ward fo good a Father; and we had much rather dye Inno- 
ce cent then ſurvive the Scandal of ſuch a Suſpicion, If Provi- 
s dence ſhall enable us to Defend the Truth, the Proof of our In- 
=: nr i nocenc 


- ©  ... "CY FLAGS. BW 0 . 


e # 
4 


Bock XVI. ISIS AR Ax Tia 115. 977 
ce nocence will be a much greater Comfort to us then the Deli - 
cc verance of our Perſons; but if Calumny ſhould prevail, a 


Life under thoſe infamous Circumſtances would be worſe 


then a Thouſand Deaths. The Fretext of an ambitious De- 
A ſign upon the Gayernment, is well enough adcommodated 
to the intemperate Heats of young Men; and the Inſtance 
4 of Hur unfortunate Mother furniſhes more Colour for it. 
e But whoſe Caſe, I beſeech you, Sir, may not this be as well 
as ours; and why may not the Children of all other Prin- 
ce ces under our Circumſtances, be charged with the ſame De- 
& ſign, if Suſpicion ſhall paſs for a Proof? For here is only an 
£ jinvidious Accuſation, without the leaſt Shadow of any Evi- 
* dence of Preſumption; or ſo much as a Probability to ſup- 
* port. it. Why is not the Poyſon itſelf, or the Complices 


and the Inſtruments of the Practice produced? Where are 


ee the Conſpita tors; the Conſpiracy, the Bribery, or the De- 


% famatory Letters ? But the whole Story, in fine, is Inven- 


tion and S;ander, without any, Countenance to give it Cre- 
dit. A divided Court, tis true is a great Misfortune; but 


| | © the Hope of Preferment, which you are pleaſed to call the 


* Reward of Virtue, proves an Incentive many, Times to all 
© Sorts of Wickedneſs. Nay we inſiſt ſo far upon our Inte- 
** grity,'that we defy the whole Earth to diſprove us. As for 
* Scandals, there's no refuting. them, where the Ear is open 
** to the Galumny, and deaf to the Defence. If we have 
* talk'd at large, it was not meant againſt your ſelf, Sir; 
*©-(which would have ill-becom'd us) but againſt your: Tale- 
„ bearers, If we have Paſſionately lamented the Loſs of our 
dear Mother, it was not purely for the Death itſelf; but out 
e of a Zeal to the Honour of her Memory, which we found 
*© blaſted where ſhe leaſt deſerv'd it. And to what End again 
'*© ſhould we Aſpire to the Government in the Life-time of our 
Father? For if we do already enjoy the Honours belonging 
to the Royal Family, (as effectually we do) what have we 
further to ſtruggle for? Or if we are at preſent barr'd of 
our Right, may we not yet preſume to wiſh, and hope 
** for't.? Can it be imagin'd that ever the Murderers, in ſuck 
an Inſtance as this, ſhould ſet up for Succeſſors, when Sea 
and Land, after ſo flagitious a Villany, would conſpire to 
ruin them? How would it conſiſt with the Piety of the 
t Subjects, or with the Religion of the Country, to ſet-up. Par- 
** ricides for Kings; and to ſee the holy Temple that you your 
© felf Erected to the Great God, prophaned by the baſeſt of 


Aſſaſſins? Or all other Conſiderations a-part, how ſnould 


6c : 5 _* - * . 
any Man think ta deſtroy Hered the Emperor vet living, and 
„ 35 | not 
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ce not fall under the Power and Juſtice of Cz/ar ? We are not 
& ſuch Fools, and Profligates, as we are ſaid to be, but the Mi 

_ & fortune of our Family; rather then the Scandal. Now if 
«& there appears nothing againſt us, upon any colourable Pre. 
« tence; where is the Ground of the Accuſation that expoſes 
6 us for fuch impious Wretches. As to the Death of our Mo. 
4c ther, tis a Gonhderation to make us rather cautious then 
© outrageons. We might multiply Words: endlefly ; but 
& there's no need of excuſing a Thing that never was done, 
«© Wherefore we have only this now to beg of the Mighty Cæ. 
& far ; and at preſent our Sovereign Fudge, that if you can Sir, 
< in your Conſcience Diſcharge us of any further Suſpicion 

fox the Future, we may be allow'd to live, how miſerable 
c ſoever ; for what can be more grievous then to ly under 
** the Imputation, even though falſely, of the moſt horrid of 
* Crimes | But if you go on ſuſpecting us, the Torments of 
% our own Thoughts will do our Bus'neſs, without your Help: 

< for we are not ſo fond of Life, as to think of preſervin 
it to the Trouble of Him from whom we receiv'd it.“ 
The Atcvſation was ſo Extravagant that Cæſar had no great 
Faith in it from the very Beginning; but when he came to 
reflect upon the Honeſty and Frankneſs of Alexander's Defence, 
and the Change of Countenance he obſerv'd in Herod, he was 
more and more confirm'd in an Opinion that it was not fair 
Dealing. The whole Court, in ſhort, was mightily in pain 
for the young Princes, and not without hard Thoughts of the 
King himſelf, for ſo raſh and violent a Proſecution : So that 
what with the Vonſence of the Story, and the Trouble they 
were in to ſee the Lives of two ſuch lovely Youths in Danger, 
they reſolved, one and all, to do them the beſt Offices they 
could ; eſpecially after ſo ſober a Reply to ſo provoking a 
Charge: the Princes ſtill continuing in the ſame Poſture of 
Modeſty and Sadneſs, with down-caft Eyes, waiting for the 
Iſſue; which was not altogether hopeleſs in the Concluſion. | 
For the King himſclf diſcover'd a kind of conſcious Confuſi- 
on in his Looks; as who ſhould ſay, What a Mad-man was J 
to bring ſuch a Cauſe as this upon the Stage, without better Proof 

Ceſar took Notice of all theſe Things, and after a ſhort Pauſe 
to bethink himſelf, came to this Refolution upon the whole 
Matter. That is to ſay; © That the Sons were in ſome fort to 
< blame to give their Father any Cauſe of Jealouſy ; but that, 
< upon the main, he acquitted them ſo far, that he pronoun- 
% ced thera Innocent; defiring Herod at the ſame Time to for- 

e give and forget, without any further Diſtruſt: and ſo to 

* make 2 final End of the Controverſy, as being a moſt un- | 
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ce reaſonable Thing for a Father to encourage ill Offices ge 
« gainſt his own Children; telling Him further, that Things 
& would mend in Time, and Friends piece again, if they 
« could but come to a mutual Confidence once, and a fair Un» 
« qderſtanding one with another. After this Declaration of 
himſelf, upon that Occaſion, he beckon'd to the Brothers to 
come forward, and as they wereadvancing with Tears in their 
Eyes, and Submiſſion in their Hearts, and upon the very 
Point of caſting themſelves at their Fathers Feet, the King with 
iafinite Tenderneſs took them into his Arms, one after the o- 
ther, and prevented them. The Surprize of this unexpected En- 
counter drew Tears of Joy from the whole Company; after 
which Greeting, and the Payment of their dutiful Acknow - 2H 
ledgments to Auguſtus, Hered and his two Sons went their 
Way together, taking Antipater along with them; the moſt 
joy'd Man in the World, as he pretended at this Reconciliation. 
=_ Some few Days after this, Herod while Auguſtus was treat- 
ing the People with Spæctacles, and Dofes, made Cæſar a Pre- 
ſent of three Hundred Talents; who in Requital beſtow'd up- 
on him one Moyety of the Profits of the Mines of Cyprus, and 
the Diſpoſition of the other, with ſeveral Honourable Boun- 
ties and Commiſſions, over and above. He gave him Li- 
== berty allo to appoint which of his Sons he pleas'd for his + 
X Succeſſor ; or otherwiſe to divide the Government betwixt 
them, which he lik'd beſt. Now Cæſar finding him ready 
co comply, put only this Bar upon him, that he ſhould not part 
W with it in his own Life-time ; but keep his Kingdom in his 
= Power as well as his Children. | 
This was the Poſture of Affairs when Herod returned with 
his three Sons for Zud&a. The People at Trachonitis, a eon 
ſiderable Part of that Kingdom, had in his Abſence revolted 
it ſeems; but by the Vigilance and good Government of the 
Officers he had left behind him, they were reduced to their 
Duty. As Herod and his Sons were upon their Voyage, com- 
ing to Eleuſa a City of Cilicia, now called Sebaſte, whom ſhould 
| they find there but Aechelaus, the King of Cappadocia ; who 
; was even overjoy'd to fee Herod and his Sons fo well together 
again, and to underſtand.that his Son- in- law Alexander had 
acquitted himſelf upon his Tryal with ſo much Honour. Ar- 
chelaus, in fine, received Herod with all Humanity imagina- 
ble; and ſo after a. Reciprocal Exchange of Endearments and 
Preſents, the two Kings parted. Herod immediately upon 
his Arrival at Feruſalem, call'd the People together into the 
| Temple, and there entertain'd them with an Account of his 
Expedition: and when he had run through the Hiſtory of the 
1 | Ro+ 
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Honours Cz/ar had done him, and other Paſſages that he had 
a2 Mind they ſhould know, he turn'd his Diſcourſe at laſt to 


this the Meaſure of your Allegeance, as ever you hope for 


s which can only fit a Man for the Functions of Government; 
. eſpecially accompany'd with other neceſſary Circumſtances 


niſn'd his Speech, and diſcharg'd the Meeting. Some were 


his Sons, with a particular Recommendation of Peace and U- 
nity, as well to the Court as to the common People; De. 
* claring to them in Form, that he had appointed his Sons to 
* be his Succeſſors; Antipater, in the firſt Place; and after 
e him, Alexander and Ariſtobulus in their Order. But during 
* my Life, ſays he, You are to own no other Lord and Maſter 
& then my ſelf. I ſpeak this to my Family with my Officers 
e and People of all Sorts whether Military or Civil. Make 


© one happy Hour. I ſhall grow in Years, tis true, but that | 5 85 
£ will be rather an Advantage then an Incapacity ; for Age 
© brings Experience, and Experience teaches Men Wiſdom, Wm 


8 
. 


* for a political Adminiſtration.” With theſe Words he fi- 


well enough pleas'd with it; others as much the Contrary ; 
for upon the caſting of this Bone of Emulation among the 
Pretenders, Matters look'd already toward a Change. | 
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HA P. IX. If 
Cæſarea fniſped. The Solemnity of the Dedication. 
: The Certamen Quinquennale. Herod builds Caphar- 
ſaba. Cypron, Phaſael, &c ; Rebuilds the Temple of 
' the Pythian Apollo, and ſettles an Annuity for the 
Olympick Games. The Character of Herod. 


. E City of Cz/2rea was now finiſh'd, in the tenth Year 
from laying the Foundation of it, the 28th of Herod's 
Reign, and in the 9/ympiad One Hundred Ninety two. The 
Dedication of it was Celebrated with all the Magnificence 
and Spl-ndor imaginable: Maſters procur'd from all Parts, 
and the beſt that could be gotten too in all Faculties, and Ex- 
cerciſes; as Muſicians, Wraſtlers, Swordſmen, and the like; 
and theſe in their ſeveral Profeſſions, to play their Prizes. They 
had their Horſe-Races alſo, and ſeveral Sorts of Wild Beaſts, 
with all other Varieties of Spectacle and Entertainments that 
-were in Vogue, either at Rome, or EFiſewhere. This Solemnity 
Vas inſtituted to the Honour of Cæſar, under the Appella __ 
| A 2 4 
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of Certamen Quinquennale and the Ceremony to be exhibited 


every 5th Year. It was a prodigious Charge that the King 
was at for the furniſhing of this pompous Shew, in Curioſt- - 
ties from all Quarters far and near; beſide what Julia the 
Wife of Cæſar contributed toward it upon her own Account, 
and in expenſive Rarities out of /#a/y, computed at about five 
Hundred Talents upon the Whole : 'over and above the vaſt 
Multitudes of People that flock'd thither upon this Occaſion, 
and divers Ambaſſadors from Abroad out of 'a Complement 


to Herod, which were all entertain'd, treated, and diverted 


at the King's Coſt, with Spectacles by Day, and ſumptuous 
Feaſtings and Jollities by Night, to the great Reputation 
of his Character for a generous and a magnanimous Prince. 
He made it all his Bus'neſs, in fine, to out-do himſelf; and 
by the Splendor of every ſucceeding Action, to darken the 
Glory of the Former: Inſomuch that both Ce/ar and Agriꝑpa 
had been often heard to ſay, what Pity it vas that both Syria 


and #gypt was not caſt into his Province; for the Command 


and Revenue of 7ud&a was too narrow for his Soul. a 

When the Solemnity of this Feſtival was well over, he ſet 
himſelf to the building of another. City, upon a Plain call'd 
Capharſaba, a Spot of Ground that was moſt deliciouſly Wood- 
ed and Water'd ; a pleaſant River about it, and a Grove with 
a delicate Plantation of curious Trees near the Place. He 


gave this Town the Name of Antipatris from Antipater, his 


Father: And he built after this a Caſtle beyond Jericho, which 


he call'd Cypris, from the Name of his Mother; a ſweet de- 
lightful Seat, well built and fortify*'d : Not forgettingthis be- 
loved Brother all this While; to the Honour of whoſe Memo- 
ry he dedicated ſeveral glorious, and monumental Structures: 
As in the firſt Place a Tower in the City itſelf, not inferior 
for Strength and Largeneſs to the Alexandrian Pharo, to 
which he gave the Name of Phaſael, after which he Erected 
a Town upon the North. ide of the Valley of Fericho, which 
he called by the ſame Name. By this Means, the Country 
round about, that was before abandon'd, came to be peopled 
again, and was called the Province of the Pyaſaelites. 

It would be endleſs to run through the Hiſtory of all his 
Bounties in Syria, Greece, and in Truth, wherever he came, by 
giving his Aſſiſtance to ſome ; advancing publick Works for 
others; and ſupplying Monies elſewhere, for the perfect- 
ing of what ſome had begun, and could not go through with 

But to come to the moſt Magnificent and IIluſtrious of all 
his Undertakings, there was the Temple of the Pyrhians Apollo 
at Rhodes, that he Rebuilt upon his own particular Account; 
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ans, for the building of ſa many Ships. Another vaſt Sum 
to the Repairing and Finiſhing of ſeveral publick Edifices in 
the City of Micopolis, which was Erected by cæſar, near Acbi. 
am. He built two Galleries in Antioch (which is the largeſt 
City of Syria) that went quite croſs the Town, with a Walk 


| betwixt them. Theſe Galleries were gloriouſly Adorn'd, and 


the Streets pav'd with a ſmooth poliſh'd-Stone, both for the 
Ornament of the Place, and for the Convenience of the In- 
habitants. . 3 N | 
He ſet apart alſo a yearly Allowance out of his own Re- 
venue toward the Maintenance of the C/ympick Games, which 
began now to ſink in their Reputation, for want of a Main- 
tenance to bear the Charge of Sacriices and pompous Expences, 


| ſuitable to ſuch a Meeting: By which Munificence he got 


the Name of a perpetual Maſter of the Revels. 

But after all this, there never was any Man perhaps made 
up of fo many ſeeming Contradictions. Take him in the Ge- 
neral, for his Liberality, and the external Appearance of a 
Diſpoſition to do good to all Men, one would have couclud- 
ed him the beſt natur'd Creature under the Sun: But then to 
conſider, on the other Hand, the extreme Rigour and Injuſtice 


of his Practices, even upon his neareſt Relations, as well as up- 


on his Subjects at large, it is not to be deny'd but that he was 
harſh and inexorable, without either Pity or Shame. 
upon this View, a Body would take him to be a Man divided 
within himſelf; bũt I am rather of Opinion that he was Uni- 
orm, and Steady, to the ſame Meaſure, and Principle. As he 
was greedy of Honour, and a Perſon wholly abandon'd to 
that impotent Vanity, he was conſequently Magnificent, in 
order to the compaſſing of his End; and according to the 
Proſpect he had, either of a glorious Life, or of an honoura- 
ble Memory, This made him Profuſe beyond his Fortune, 


and burdenfame to his Subjects; for there was no ſupplyin 


of his extravagant Expences by fair and warrantable Means. 
He was then ſenſible of the ill-Will he hed drawn upon him- 


ſelf by his Oppreſſion, and of the Difficulty of Allaying thoſe _ 


ſeditious Ditcontents : which he ſaw was a Thing not to be 
done, without either retrenching his Disburſements, or ſhort'- 
ning his Revenue. So that he had no Wav left now, but to 
improve the People's Spite to his own Benefit; which he did, 


firſt, by provoking Men beyond all Patience, and then treat- 


ing them as the worſt of Enemies for Grumbling : and this 
was the Courſe he took, without Diſtinction of Perſons, whe- 


ther riends or Relatoins; being reſolved to aſſert his Dignity 
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in all Caſes whatſoever. But he. gave to underſtand by - 
the Honours he paid to others, what he expected to him» 
ſelf ; as, to Cæſar and Agrippa, and the reſt of his il- 
luſtrious Friends; and that he intended the one ſhould be 
examplary to the other. This was enough to ſhew the 
Bent and Biaſs gf his Inclination. Now Herod's Way 
of doing Homage to Superiors, was no Precedent for the 


' Fews to follow; but a flat Contradiction to their Laws 


and Practice; being train'd-up to Principles of Obedience 


for Conſcience, without any regard to Intereſt, or Power, 
ZZ This Reſtraint was exceedingly to their Loſs, for they might 


otherwiſe have inſinuated themſelves by the pompous De- 
dications of Temples, and Statues, into the good Graces of 


WE the King ; and with other ſuch like Flatteries have gratis 
= fy'd the Vanity of an ambitious Man. This, in fine, 
do TI take to be the true Reaſon of Herod's exceſſive Gene: 


roſity and Bounty toward Strangers; and no leſs, of his 


inexorable Cruelty toward his own Subjects. 


* 
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= Te Jews Petition Cæſar againſt the Greeks. Ceſar 


confirms them in their Privileges. Several De- 
crees highly in their Favour. * 


| TH E eus of Aſia and thoſe of Cyrene in Africa, were 


at this Time fo ill treated by the Greeks, and without 
any End or Meaſure, upon a Pretence that they carry'd their 
Money out of the Country, and were in other Reſpects a 
Grievance to them, that having a Grant from former Kings, 
of free Privileges, and Immunities, in Common with the 
reſt of the Citizens, and the Natives themſelves, they ſent 


their Embaſſadors, upon this Occaſion, with a petitionary 


Complaint and Appeal to Cæſar who thereupon wrote back to 
the Provinces, that it was his Mill and Pleaſure the Jews ſhould 
continue in the Enjoyment of their Exemptions: The Copy 
of this Edict I have here ſubjoin'd, for the better Authority 
of our Pretence, and to ſhew the World what Opinion the 
Empercurs of former Times had of the Zews. | 


Rita Cela: 


I Au Y CI T1 % Hook XVI; 


cali Auguſtus, High- -Prieſt ad 9, 3 of the Pate. | 
ple, bath decreed this. | 
„Wines the eus have ever been a e faithful, and 

| „ vyell affected to the Romans, eſpecially to cæſar, 

ce my imperial Father, in the Pontificat of Hyrcanus, and re- 
“ main to this preſent in the ſame Diſpoſition of Faith and 
675 Good: Will as formerly, we have . deemed it reaſonable, 
. with the Advice and Conſent of the Senate and People of 
Rowe, to permit unto the ſaid Jeu the free Exerciſe of their 
ec own Lays and Rites, in as am ple Manner as they epjoy'd 
them formerly in the Days of Hyrcanus, the High-Pric/t of 
« theGreat God. We do likewiſe permit their Temples ſtill to 
©. continue Sanctuaries, and Places of Refuge : Their Contri- 
& bution - Money toward helyU/es to be committed to the Trea- 
«i of. Jeruſalem, by ſuch Perſons as they ſhall appoint, 
der, any Let, or Moleſtation: that they be not forced 

* upon Appearances before the Magiſtrates on the Day of their 
>... WA ris or after nine of the Glock on the Eve before: That 


£ it be made Sacrilege, and 3 of Goods, to ſteal out of 


et © hel religious Places any of their holy Books or Treaſure. 
© And we do further Require, out of the Tenderneſs and Re- 
« ſpec} we bear to all Mankind, that the Addreſs or Memo- 
c rial now ' preſented us by Caius Marcius Cenſorinus on the 
66 Behalf of the Jews, together with this Decree, be ſet-up 
© in that eminent Place at *Ancyra, which was dedicated 
* by the whole People of Aa to the Honour of our Name. 
% And let no Man do any T ning contrary to the Tenor here- 
of, at his uttermoſt Peril.“ There was this following In- 
ſcription alſo upon one of the Pillars of the Temple. 

Cæſar to Norbanus Flaccus, Greeting. Let no Man 
« prefume to hinder, or interrupt the eus in any Place 
«© whatſvever, in the ſending up of their Money to Jeruſa- 
* lem for holy Uſes, according to their ancient Cuſtom,” 
Thus far Cæſar. And Agrippa afterward wrote a Letter on 
the Jews Behalf in like Manner too, as follows. 

Agrippa to the Magiſtrates, Senate and People of Epheſus, 
Health. © It is our Will that the Fews in Aſia have the keep- 
= ing and diſpoſing of the Money themſelves, that they ſend- 

up to Jeruſalem, according to ancient Ujage for the Service 
of their Temple, and their Worſhip : and in Caſe any of that 
6c eres 3 ſhall be ſtoll'n, and the Criminal fly to the 
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« Altar for Sanctuary, let him be taken away by Violence 
« and deliver'd-up to the Zews-to be baniſh'd as a ſacrilegi- 
« ous Perſon, and out of Protection.“ The fame Agrippa 
wrote alſo to the Prætar Syilanus, againſt hurrying the 
Jeus upon the Sabbaoth- day, before their Courts of Juſtice. 
And o in. „ , es en Wn 
Marcus Agrippa to the Magiſtrates and Senate of Cyrene,. 
Greeting. Whereas the Jews of your Parts have written 
„ complaining Letters to me, of the vexatious Practice of 
« ſome Pick-thank People among you, that take upon them 
6 to put a Stop to the tranſmitting of their Honeys to Jeru- 
& ſalem, under Pretext of being in an Arrear off Tribute, 
& which is not ſo neither: And all this,” notwithſtanding 
ce the poſitive Letters and Orders from Auguſtus to Flauius, 
& the Prætor of Lybia, and the other Magiſtrates of that 
& Province ; not to give them any Interruption, in ſending 
“ up their Money as formerly; it is my Command that they 
= © be left wholly to their own Way and Liberty, as hereto- 
s fore: and that Commiſſioners be appointed for reſtoring 
c to the Jews as much of their Treaſure as ſhall be found 
& either conceal'd or miſapply'd. '. - 00 
Caius Norbanus Flaccus, Proconſul, to the Magiſtrates of 
Sardis, Health. © Being commanded by an Expreſs from 
= © Cz/ar, to take Care that no Obſtruftion be given to the 
= < 7ews in the collecting and ſending up of Moneys to Feru- 
= © /alem to ſuch Purpoſes as they have formerly done; this 
& is to acquaint you that Auguſtus will have it ſo, and that 
«I expect his Orders ſhall be obey'd.” 
| Julius Antonius, Proconſul wrote allo to the Magiſtrates, 
| "Senate and People of Epheſis to the ſame Effect. i. e. The 
% 7ews of Aſia (ſays he) as I was upon the Bench in a Court 
« of Juſtice at Epheſus in the Ides of February laſt paſt, gave 
me to underſtand that Auguſtus Cz/ar and Agrippa, had 
granted them the Freedom of their own Ways aud Cere- 
monies, and Liberty to diſpoſe of their firſt Fruits, as 
they thought fit among themſelves : and ſo to carry the 
Money to Jeruſalem, without any Interruption or Con- 
troul, and there to dedicate it to the Temple of the High 
_ © God. So they made their Application to me, ſays he, for 
* a Ratification of theſe Privileges. This is therefore'to in- 
form you, that I do abſolutely Subſcribe to the Reſolution 
and Determination of Cæſar and Agrippa And I do further 
Require, that no Trouble or Vexation be given them in a- 
„ny Sort. whatſoever, either to diſtract, or to diſappoint 
them in the peaceable Exerciſe of theſe Immunities,” _ 
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Wie have the rather cited theſt Inſtances and Preſidents, 
to ſhew the Greeks upon the Peruſal of theſe Papers, the Ho. 
nour-that has been dong us by Antiquity, and the Privileges 
in Matter ef Cuſtom, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, that have 
been from Time to Time allow'd us by the ſovereign Powers, 
even to the Degree of tolerating our Religion itſelf, in the Ser. 
vice of the rue Cod. And I do the more inculcate theſe No- 
ices, and Hints, becauſe I would ſoften Strangers, and de- 

fe, if poſſible, the Impreſſions of a moſt unreaſonable A. 
verſion. and Prejudice. It is no new Thing, for whole Nati. 


Hs as well as particular Places, to char.ge Humours and 3 z 
Manners ; but Juſtice is with all People, and in all Times 1 


and Places, evermore the ſame; a Bleſſing that extends indif. 
ferently even to Greeks and Barbarians ; the very Reaſon and 
Foundation of all our Laws: So that if we do but maintain 
them ſacred ; that Virtue alone will both endear us, and 
make us Friends to all Mankind: Wherefore it ſhould be my 
Requeſt to the whole World, that People would not hate one 


another for differing in the Way of Living, ſo long as they 


agree in the main End and Bug'neſs of Life. Virtue, in fine; 
is common to all Men, and humane Society can never be 
Happy without it. But I mall return now to wy Text. 


Herod rifles divers Sepulchres ; of Plate, c. To of his 
2 E Fire *. {acrilegious ny :. 
Upon this Judgment, Herod walls up the Paſſage. He 
and his Family are puniſh'd for't, The Hypocriſy of 
Antipater. Herod ers his Daughter to Pheroras ; 
who refuſes her: And then be offers his other Daugh- 
ter, Cyprus. Pheroras breaks his Oath and Promiſe. 
Salome hates the Children of Mariamne, and makes a 
Spy of ber ewn Daughter. The Privacies of Man 
end Fife betray'd. Herod ſaid to be in Love with 
Glaphyra. Alexander tells Herod the Story. Herod 
calls Pheroras to an Account about it. Pheroras ſays 
he had it of Salome, Salome denies and ontfaces it. 
Salome A for the Authreſs of the Report. O- 
bodas, Aing of Arabia, Syllæus his prime Miniſier; 
end in Love with Salome. An Imrigue ä 
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Herod ſets a Spy upon them. Syllæus propoſes 
Match. . os ; but they ra on. - | 
Religion. A Match between Pheroras's Son and He- 
rod's Daughter. The Confeſſion of three Eunuchs d- 
gainſt Alexander, Herod's Zealouſy. The falſe Wit- 
neſſes brought to Juſtice. Andromachus and Gemellus 

B aniſe d. Antipater governs Herod. An Informa- 
tion upon the Torture againft Alexander. Alexander 
made a Priſoner. His Friends and Confidents tortur- 
ed, Falſe Evidence upon the Torture, The Brave- 
ry and Conftancy of Alexander. A generous Defiance 
of Herod, Ptolomy and Sapinnius named in the Con- 


ſpiracy. Herod 71jerable and reſtleſs. | 


g H #74 had ſquander'd away vaſt Sums of Money both at 
2 Home and Abroad; and hearing that his Predeceſſar Hyr- 
= canus had fetch'd three Thouſand Talents of Silver out of Dawid's 

Sepule hre, and that there was enough left behind there to an- 
fer any Occaſion whatſoever : This Fancy ran in his Head 
a long Time before he could come to any Reſulution upon it. 
But at laſt, taking ſome few of thoſe he could beſt truſt along 
Vith him, he convey'd himſelf by Night into the Sepulchre ; 
but with all Care imaginable to keep it from the People. He 
found a World of rich Plate, and Veſſels, both Gold and Sil. 


ver, and took it away with him; but for the ready Money that 


| he expected, there was none to be found; for Hyrcanus, it 
ſeems, had been before-hand with him. This Succeſs how. 
ever, ſuch as it was, gave him an Encouragement to make a 
ſtricter Search: So he advanced further in, till he came to the 
very Coffias where the Bodies of Solomon and David were depo- 
ſited. The Story ſays that he loſt two of his Guards there by 
a Flaſh of Fire, that brake out of the Receſs, which was in- 
terpreteq as a Judgment upon the Temerity of the Undertak- 
ing. The Prodigy put Herod into ſuch a Fright, that in a Fit 
both of Terror, and of Conſcience, he quitted his Deſign ; and 
io expiate in ſome Meaſure for the Sacrilege, he erected a. 
moſt ſumptuous Monument of Marble to bar-up the very En- 
trance into the Sepulehre. Micolaus an Hiſtorian of thoſe Times; 
makes mention of this Work; but ſays nothing of the X7ng's 
Adventure, which he look'd upon to be ſo impious and diſhos 
nourable; that he choſe rather to ſuppreſs it; for being cos 
temporary with the King, and writing his own Story to his 
Face, bi was to ſpeak only pleaſing Things that he aight a 
| | OUN 
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dound to his Glory, without ever ſo much as touching upon 
-his Failings. And the Courſe he took, was either to palliate 
and diſguiſe his moſt notorious and extravagant Cruelties, 
or in ſome Caſes perchance, to ſay nothing of them at all. 
Ho does he colour the Murder of Mariamne, and the horrid 
Indignities put upon her wo Sons, with a Brand of Inconti. 
nency in the one, and of a Practice upon the Life of their Fa. 
ther in the other! And this is his Way throughout, to elevate 
to the Skies, what the King did well, and either to paſs over, 
or extenuate what he did amiſs. But he has this to fay for 
himſelf however, that he wrote Paxegyrick rather than Hits; Wl 
and not ſo much for the In formation of Poſterity, as for th: 
gratifying of his Patron. But for my own Part now, havin: 
in my Veins the Royal Blood of the 4/monean Family, and 
the Dignity likewiſe of the Ponzificat, I have no more to cg 
but to report Matters plainly as I find them, with all Reverence a 
to the Deſcendants of that Prince; but by their Leave vc, 
with a greater Reſpect to Truth: for I would nat willingly 
blaſtthe Reputation of my Character with one falſe Word, Bi 
From the Time that HForad brake-in moſt ſacrilegiouſly up. 
on this Seputchre, Things went Kill croſſer and croſſer in ki; 
Family, whether upon a judicial Vengeance upon - that Pan 
of it that was before ill · affected, or by the Calamity of a Sea. 
ſon that look'd fo like the Puniſhment of a flagitious Wick 
edneſs. The Fewd was a Kind of civil War in the Houſe, I 
and carry d-on by ſome Sort of Competition, betwixt Out. 
rage, and Calumny. But the Maſterpiece of the whole Sto- 
ry was the Artifice, and Hypocriſy of Antipater ; who at 
the ſame. Time while he was on the one Hand ſuborning el 
Practices againſt his Brothers, acted the Part himſelf on the 
other Hand, of an Advocate with Hered to defend them: Un- 
der this Diſguiſe, the better to ſecure their Ruin. Antipater 
wrought ſo far upon the King by theſe Wiles, that he look'd 
upon him, as the only zealous Friend in the World that took 
Care of him. Inſomuch that he recommended his chief Mini- 
ſter Ptolemy, to adviſe with Autipater ſtill, about the State of 
the Government ; who immediately conferring Notes upon 
it with the Mother, made every Thing go their Way, fo 
that the King's Love, or Hatred, was menag'd for the bet- 
ter or the worſe, according as it ſerv'd their Intereſt, 
Alexander and Ariſtobulus, on the other Side, being Men of 
Honour and Spirit, ſtomach'd this Way of Proceeding beyond 
all Patience, to ſee themſebves degraded fo much below their 
Birth, and trampled upon by their Inferiors; and their 
Wives labour'd under the ſame Paſſions too; for there was no 
5 Love 
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Love loſt betwixt Glaphyra, Alexander's Wife, and the Daugh- 
ter of the King of Cappadocia : betwixt her, I ſay, and Sa- 
lome ; whom the other mortally hated, both out of the Love 
ſhe bare her Huſband, and out of a Womaniſh Fret to fee 
her Daughter that was marry'd to Ariſtobulus, ſit upon the 
ſame Level with herſelf,» _ e Db SY 

There fell-in likewiſe at the ſame Time, another unlucky 


Circumſtance, that engaged Pheroras the King's Brother in 


the Controverſy, and it was improv'd, in the Concluſion, to 
a high Degree of Jealouſy and Hatred. Herod made an Offer 
= to Pheroras of his Daughter in Marriage; who excuſed himſelf, 
chat being deſperately in Love with his own Maid, he could 
not marry any Body elſe. The King could not but lay this 
Refuſal to Heart, eſpecially from a Brother that he had been 
ſo kind to, even to the Degree of ſharing his Government with 
him. But, in ſhort, finding himſelf fo ill-requited; the Ho- 
' nour he offer'd him rejected; his good Intentions diſappoint- 
ed, and that there was no Way of bringing him to Reaſon, 
he marry'd this Daughter, upon it, to the Son of Phaſael, his 
elder Brother. FHercd by the Time that the Love had cool'd a 
while, went to Pheroras once again, and when he had ſehool'd 


him ſufficiently about the Aﬀront of his former Repulſe, as a 


freſh Inſtance of his Affection, he made yet another Offer of 
his other Daughter Cyprus. Phercras went preſently upon this 
Propoſal to adviſe with Prolemy about it, who told him, that 
if he were not a Mad-man, he would cloſe with his Brother, 
and not hazard his Fortune as well as his Quiet in the Loſs 
of the King's Favour, which would make him an Enemy in- 
ſtead of a Friend; and all this for the Freak of a ſcandalous 
Amour: Pheroras could not but approve this, and heembrac'd 
the Counſel; begg'd the King's Pardon; and diſcharging him- 
felf of the firſt Woman, by whom he had one Child, he pro- 
mis'd the King within a Month to marry the other Daughter; 
binding himſelf by an Oath to make good his Word, and ne- 
vcr to have any Thing more to do with her he had now re- 
nounced. In this while, Pheroras relaps'd into his old Fit of 
Dotage again; took the former Woman home to him; and 
when the Month was out, without any Regard to his Oaths 
and Promiſes, moſt ſhameſully brake Faith with his Brother. 
The Provocation of this Afﬀront put Herod io far out of the 
Government'of himſcif, that he could not forbear laſhing- 
out intointemperances of Language againſt his Brother: There 
were make-bates enough to lay hold of this; and to improve 
the Diſtemper into an Occaſion of making further Miſchief. 
So it was, iuſtine, that there ſcarce paſs'd a Day, or an Hour 
a | vita; 
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vithout bringing ſome new Trouble or other into the Family, 
by the enflaming of Picks and Jealouſies, and ſetting the 
neareſt, and the tendereſt of Friends and Relations one a- 
gainſt another. Nay ſo deadly was the rancorous Hatred of 
Salome to the Sons of Mariamne, that ſhe would not ſuffer her 
Daughter to enjoy ſo much as the e Converſation of 
her own Huſband, Aiſtobulus: but was ſtill pumping of her, 
and tainpering to fiſh-out the moſt ſacred Privacies that paſs d 
betwixt them; or if they happen'd at any Time to be out 
of Humour one with another, as that's a common Caſe, the 
never fail'd of blowing the Coal, and doing her Part toward 
the enflaming of the Diſcontent. By this Means ſhe div'd 
into all her Secrets; and as ſhe ſaw Occaſion, caſt- in a Bone 
betwixt the Wife and the Huſband. She got out of her 
what the Brothers ſaid of Mariamne when they were by them- 
ſelves: at how courſe a Rate they talk'd of their Father; and 
how they threaten'd all the Sons he had by other Women, if 
ever they came to the Throne, to make Country-Scriviners, 
or Pariſh-Clarks of them, as a Profeſſion that beſt ſuited with 
their Way of Education: And ſhe had heard them talk fur. 
ther, ſhe ſaid, that if ever they ſhould ſee any of Herod's il 
Mies let out with their Mother Mariamne's Fewels, they 
would without any more ado put them into Sackcloth, and 
lay them up where they ſhould never ſee the Sun. Salome, 
by this, thought the Time long till the King had the Story, 
and fo away ſhe carry'd it herſelf to him immediately. He 
was ſufficiently nettled upon the Main; but inclining yet, to 
try if he could ſet Things right by fair Means, rather then 
by foul. In one Word, they ply'd him fo hard with ham- 
mering Jealouſies and Whimſies into his Head, that they 
brought him at laſt to a hankering after Tales, and Calumnies; 
and to ſuch a Degree of Credulity, that he ſwallow'd what. 
ever was told him; but contenting himſelf however, for the 
preſent, with a ſevere Rebuke to his Sons: and upon their 
Anſwer he came pretty well to himſelf again, 
But this was not the worſt on't yet; for Pheroras took an 
Occaſion to ſpeak to Alexander, the Huſband of Glaphyra, of 
an odd Kind of Story that Salome had told him, which was 
that Herod was fall'n paſſionately in Love with Glaphyra, an 
that he could not be quiet for it. 'The young Man, that | 
Was naturally hot-headed and jealous, was ſo gall'd at this al 
Diſcourſe, that whatever Herod did, Day after Day, in Fa- 
vour of Glaphyra, for his Son's Sake, was ſtill interpreted in 
Confirmation of his Suſpicion. This Fancy, in ſhort, had 
made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon him, that when he _—_ 
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ear the Importunity of it no longer, he went directly to his 
— with Tears in his Eyes, and told him what had'paſs'd 
betwixt him and Pheroras. If he was outrageous before, this 
made him ſtark- mad, to fee himſelf ſo baſely calumaiated 
for the fouleſt of Crimes, and this out of his own inſenſible 
Family too, in return for all the good Offices he had done 


| them. In this Heat, he ſent for Phereras, and read an am 
| pry Lecture to him in Terms to tuis Effect. How ſhould it 
| <© come into thy Head or mine, ſays he, thou vileſt, and moſt 
8 © ungrateful of Mortals, to report, or but fo much as to 
think me guilty of ſo horrid a Wickedneſs ! But the Malice 
of the Deſign is only this, under the Colour of an Office of 
Confidence to my Son, to incite him to ſome treacherous 
„ practice upon the Life of his Father; for what Son that were 
not reftrain'd by a ſpecial Providence, would put up ſuck 
g“ an Indignity from a Father, unreveng'd ! Where's the 
== Difference, at this Rate, betwixt the putting of a Jealouſy in 
4 the Head of this Son of mine, or a Sword in his Hand againſt 
57; 2 & his own Father? But what would you be at! for you hate 
„ both alike; and at the ſame Time, with fair Words to my 
Face, make the lewdeſt Wretch in Nature of me behind 
= my Back. 630, go, thou moſt unthankful of Men, to ſo 
6 tender a Brother; but I ſhall rather deliver you up to your 
( Conſcience for your Tormentor ; and endeavour to be better 
= © then my Relations; in not returning Evil for Good, after 
„ your Example; but on the contrary, Good for Evil.” 


This was ſo clear a Caſe againſt Pheroras, that he had no 


Way to come-off but by diſcharging himſelf upon Salome, and 
laying the Scandal at her Door, as the Original of the Story. 
Salome happening to be within Hearing, brake out, with a 
WE Stage-Face, and Action, into violent Exclamations, © that 
(it was all a Lie, and only a malicious Practice and Con- 
== <* ſpiracy, for the taking away of her Life in Revenge of the 
% Zeal and Affection ſhe had expreſs'd for the ſaving of the 


“ King's; who at that Inſtant, he ſaid, was in greater Dan» 


| © ger then ever. Pheroras, ſays ſhe, abhors me to Death; for 


* it was I that preſs'd him to turn-off the Slut he doted on, 
and marry the King's Daughter, This is the Thing he hates 


me for, /ays ſhe, tearing her Hair, and beating her Breaſts, 


with a Rage ſo to the Life, that never was a Part better 
acted: Pheroras was all this while, in the greateſt Pain ima- 
ginable, betwixt two inextricable Difficulties; for he could 
neither deny what he told to Alexander, nor prove what Sa- 


| Zome ſaid to him. They were at Pro and Con however a 
g20d while; but the King grew ſick on't at laſt, and being 
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now late, ſent / them both away, and ſo went- to Supper; 
Herod highly commending the Moderation of his Son, and 
the generous Candor of his Nature, in coming fo frankly to 
him with the Story. This Squabble brought Salome under 
the Scandal of being thought the Authreſs of this Calumny, 
and the King's Wives were ready enough to ſet it forward; 
for the Woman being ſour, fickle, and unequal, kind and 
croſs by Fits as the Toy took her, they did not like her Hy. 

mour at all, and in this Diſguſt, they were perpetually ring - 
ang ſomething or other in Herod's Ear againſt her; and this 
-Piſpoſition was aſſiſted by an Accident as pat as could be to 
"zheir Pur poſe. 5 „ wy 
Obodas was at that Time King of 4rabia; a lazy, ſlothful ME 
Prince, that minded nothing but his Eaſe. Now there vas 
one Fyilæus, that menag'd under him; a Man of Brains, and 
Addreſs, in the Prime of his Years, and a well-made grace. 
ful Perſon. This ſame Syllæœus, coming to Herod about Bus. 
meſs, as he was once at Supper with him, and Salome in the 
Company, he took a particular liking to this Princeſs : Inſo- 7 
much that hearing ſhe was a Widow, he ventur'd to make 
her ſome Kind of Overture toward Marriage. The Woman 
Huding herſelf every Day more and more uneaſy with her 
Brother, and being well enough pleas'd with the young Man 
too; laying thoſe Things together, was not ayerſe to the Pro- 
poſal : and upon further Converſation, and better Acquain- 
tance, (for they were often together) People came to take ſins 
Notice, by Countenances, Hints, and twenty little Love-tricks, 
that the Amour advanc'd on both Sides. This went all to the 
King; and his Wives made themſelves merry with it; but 
Herod was not yet thoroughly ſatisfy'd with what the Women 
told him, till he ſet Pheroras for a Spy upon them; wha 
brought him Word, that by what he gather'd from the Intel- 
ligence of Looks and Signs, there was undoubtedly a con- 
certed Intrigue betwixt them. Herod took it now for granted, 
and the Arabian went his Way Home again, Within ſome 
two or three Months after this, he returned upon the ſame 
Errand, and treated with Ferod himſelf about the Match; 
enlarging upon it, how advantageous it would be to his In- 
tereſt, not only in the Point of Commerce, but in reſpect alſo 
of his own Right and Pretenſions to a conſiderable Part of 
the Country already. The King immediately put the ſhort 
Queſtion to his Siſter, whether ſhe had a Mind to marry or 
not; and without any Difficulty ſhe anſwer'd him, Tes. This 
was told Sy/lzus; and that if he would turn Few,. he might 
have her: but otherwiſe by the Law of the Country, it could 
; . | not 
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"5 not be. Syllæus reply'd on the other Hand, that if he ſliould - 
d fall. off from his Religion, the Arabians would ſtone him to 


0 Death, and ſo the Treaty brake- off. Pheroras took a Riſe 
| from hence to be ſeveral Times hinting to the King how 


4 Salome expos'd her Reputation; but the King's Wives car- 
; ry'd the Liberty ſhe took with the Arabian to the Degree of 
d Incontinence itſelf. . | 


Herod was now half reſolved, at the Importunity of Sa- 
lome, to marry his own Daughter, that Pheroras had refuſed, 
is to a Son of hers that ſhe had by Co/tabarus. But Pheroras 
put it off by telling him that the young Man would never 
IE forgive his Father-in-Law the Death of his Father, and ad- 
a viſed him rather to give her to his own Son that was to ſuc= 
ceed him in the Government, The King took his Counſel; 

gave her a Hundred Talents for her Portion, and all paſt 
== Miſunderſtandings with Pheroras laid aſide and forgotten. 
hut this was ſo far yet from compoſing the Diſorders of He- 
=” rod's Family, that they went every Day from bad to worſe, 
and from diſhoneſt, thameful Beginnings, to tragical Ends. 
WE Herod had three handſome Eunuchs about him, that he had a 
mighty Kindneſs for; one ſerv'd him in the Quality of a Cup- 
WE b:arcr; another, in the Office of a Steward, and a third wait- 
ed upon him in his Bed-Chamber; over and above, that he 
made further Uſe of them in Matters of State. Some body had 
told Herod, it ſeems, that Alexander had been tampering 
= with theſe young Men for a Sum of Money to betray him. 
Ws Upon this Information, they were put to the Torture to make 
them diſcover what Communication had paſs'd betwixt them. 
They acknowledg'd they had been together; but forany trea- 
ſonous Deſign Alexander had upon the Life of his Father, 
= they knew nothing of it, The Tormentors being of Antipa- 
ter's Faction, preſs'd them ſtill harder and harder, till at laſt, 
in the intolerable Anguiſh of their Pains, they extorted this 
Declaration from them, i. e. That Alexander hated his Fa- 
** ther mortally; and did what he could to ſeduce them from 
„their Allegiance to him, as a Prince that was now good 
for nothing; old, and out of Date: only he cover'd his 
Decays the beſt he could with Paint and Artifice. Now if 
they wouid come over to him, it ſhould be his Care, he aid, 
to fee them preferr'd ia a very ſhort Time; for the Govern- 
3 ment was not only to deſcend to him in Courſe, but Mat- 
' ders were io laid, it was not in his Father's Power to diſap- 
4 point it: for over and above, the Prerogative of his Title, 
„ Every Thing was ripe and ready for the patiing of him 
into the Poſſeſſion of his Pretences. He had made a great 
814 * Party 
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& Party among the Officers of the Army, he ſaid, and the: 
« King's Friends, which were all reſolved to ſtand by him 
% with their Livesand Fortunes.” This Confeſſion put Herod 
into a Fit of Rage, and Trembling, both at once; for thers 
was Contempt and Menace in it; and, in the Piſtraction of 
an Uncertainty; how to behave himfelſ for Fear of an imme: 
diate Surprize, he could not reſolve upon the ſudden whether 
to avoid the Danger, or to encounter it. But the Reſult at 
laſt was this, to menage his Buſineſs by Spies and Informers, 
without the Pomp of any publick Enquiries, Wherever he 
ſuſpected, he conſequently hated ; and he ſuſpected thofs 
too that did not deſerve it, as well as thoſe that did, for his 
own Security depended upon it. And there was no End of 
this Jealouſy neither, for the nearer the Relation, the greater 
was his Apprehenſion of them, as Perſons that had it more 
in their Power to do him Miſchief. As for thoſe he never had 
any Thing to do withal, the leaſt Word of an Informer's 
Mouth was certain Death to them; for he could never think 
himſelf ſafe while they were living. The Condition of his 
Domeſticks was yet more to be pity'd then all the reſt, for 
they had no Way to fave their own Lives, but by calumnia- 
ting their Fellows; by which Practice, even when they ſucs 
ceeded in it, they drew upon themſelves ſuch an Envy and 
Deteſtation, that they ſeldom fail'd of being paid in their 
_ own Coin, and of receiving the ſame Meaſure themſelves that 
they meted to others. And ſo in the Caſe of private Grudges, 
they inform'd againſt one another by Turns, and were noos'd 
in their own Snares. Not but that the King was now and 
then touch'd in Conſcience, for putting ſo many to Death 
without Trial and Conviction; but this did not yet hinder 
him from doing the fame Thing over again. He was fo 
fair however in the Concluſion, as after the Deſtruction of 
ſo many Innocents, to do Jultice at laſt upon the falſe Wit- 
neſſes themſelves. . 

The Court was at this Time in ſuch 2 Fright and Conſter- 
nation, that many of the King's moſt intimate Friends wer? 
baniſh'd his Palace and Preſence; and thoſe in the firſt Place 
that were generally reputed to have merited beſt at his Hands; 
as Andnemachus, and Cemellus (two Favourites of an ancient 
ſtanding) were turn'd of among the reſt, Theſe Miniſters 
had ſerv'd the King both Abroad and at Home, in Embaſ- 
ſies, and Counſels; the careful Education of his Sons; and 
in Places, in fine, of the greateſt Confidence and irvit, Ile 
renounc'd Andremachus fer the Kindneſs Alexand:r ſbew'd 
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to his Son Demetrius, and then lie diſcarded Cemelius, ior the 
| / | Love 
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Love he bare to Alexander ; having been a Kind of Cover- 
nour and Tutor to him, as well as a Companion in his Tra- 
vels to Rome. Hay in all Likelihood, he would not have 
ſtopt here neither, if the popular Reputation of the Perſons 
had not kept him in ſome Sort of Awe : So that he corttent- 
ed himſelf with putting them out of Office, and ſending 
them away, that he might be the more at Liberty in their 
Abſence, to rage and ſwagger without Controul. : 

The firſt, and the chief Author of all this Miſery was Anti- 
pater, who finding Herod ſcarful and ſuſpicious, infinuated 
himſelf into his Counſels, and apply'd to his Humour; in- 
flaming him to Fierceneſs and Crueity; and inculcating this 
Maxim to him, as a Sfafe-Maſterpiece, to make ſure of all 
thoſe that had it in their Power to do him any Miſchief, And 
this was the Way that Herod went to Work; for when he had 
expell'd Audromachus, and the reſt of his Friends that had the 
Honeſty and Courage to be plain and free with him, he put 
all the Confidents of Alexander to the Queſtion, concerning 


treaſonous Plots and Coramotions, who dy'd upon the Tor- 


ture, having nothing to confeſs. This generous Conſtancy 
being taken for Obitinacy, they Increaſed the Torments; in 
great Admiration, that with all this Exremity, they were 
notable to extort ſo much as the Shadow of one diſloyal 
Thought. Now Anti pater craftily took the Matter by another 
Handle, and made it a Point of Honour in them rather to 
deny the Truth in Queſtion then to violate the Faith and 
Truſt repoſed in them by their Friends and Maſters. So that 
he was for putting more and more ſtill to the Torture, making 
no doubt, as he pretended, but ſome or other of them would 
confeſs at laſt; and in the End, one fains-hearted Wretch, 
that ſhrunk ander the Pain. declared that upon Occaſion of 
People's commending Alexander for a goodly Perlon of a 
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Man, an excellent Markſnan, and other laudable Qualities, 
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he had heard him ſay divers Times, that t! 


12 
vantages were rather Misfortunes to him then Benefits; for his 
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Father bare him ſuch an envious Hatred for them, that whe: 
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taey were walking together, he was fain to go ſtooping for 
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Fear ot over-topping him: And ſo at the Chace, he durſt not 
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ſtrike the Mark; for his Father ke knew could not endure to 
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xc him do any Thing well, cr to hear bim well-ſpoken of 


Upon this pretended Diſcovery, they reſpited the poor Man's 
Torment, and ſo he went one with Eis Tale, © Row Alexat- 


a 
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der and Ari/fabulus enter'd into 2 Conſpiracy ones to taks 
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away their Father's Life, when he was abroad at Hunting: 
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te mand the Succeſſion.“ There were certain Letters al ſo pro. 
duced from him to his Brother, complaining of his Father for 
giving away two Hundred Talents a Year in Land, to Anti. 


pater. Herod look'd upon all this together to be a ſufficient 
Evidence to confirm the Suſpicion he had of his Children: 


and upon this he fell into another raging Fit againſt his Son 
Alexander, and made him a Priſener upon it: not that he 
himſelf gave much Credit to what he heard; for what Inter. 
eſt could they have to deſtroy their Father? Or what ſhould 
they go to Rome for, after ſo notorious x Parricide ? There 
might be ſomewhat, I confeſs, in the turbulent and childiſh 
Heats among the young ambitions People about Antipater, 
and that was all. But in the mean Time however, Alercander 
being clapt-up, and no Body knowing for what, Herod could 
not think himſelf ſafe without giving the World ſome better 
Satisfaction in the Reaſon of it: So that he put divers of lex. 
ander's Confidents and Friends of the beſ} Quality, firſt to theTore 
ture, and afterwards toDeath, the better to colour the Pretence 
of Alexander's Guilt; but they confeſs'd nothing. While the 
Palace was in an Uproar, and nothing to be ſeen or heard 
of in it but Tumult, Terror, and Torments, a certain young 
Man then had been tortur'd it ſeems beyond his Strength and 
Reſolution, told a Story, how Flexander had written to 
« fome Friends of his at Rome, to inform Ce/zr, that there 


« was a Conſpiracy againſt him, and that if he were but ſert 


« for thither, he could diſcover it; for that his Father had 
& abandon'd the Intereſt of Rome, to treat with Mithridates, 
« the King of the Parthians ; adding withal, that there was 2 
© Poiſon in Readineſs that he had gotten prepar'd at 4/calcn.” 
This Invention had ſuch Credit with Herod, that he preſently 
orcer'd the flricteſt Enquiry after the Poiſon that could be 
made; but there was no ſich Thing to be found. His Para- 
fites all this while at his Elbow, to comfort him in his Cala 
mity, and juſtify the Sobriety of his Conduct. 


Alexander was fo far from ſinking under this Oppreſion, | 


that he ſcorn'd to trouble himſelf with ſo much as one Word, 


either of Denial or Defence, partly to exaſperate his Father 


by the Contempt of theſe Ovrrages, and partly to put him 
out of Countenance for giving an Far to ſuch Trath : Or o- 
therwiſe, in caſe he ſhouid go on to ſwallow Flams and Fa- 
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dles at that credulous Rate, he took- up a Reſolution to give 
bim and his whole Family enough on't. He ſcut him four 
Pieces in Writing, wherein Ee gave him to underſtand, that 
be ould not reed to torture any more People upon [nterro of 
gatories, to learn the Truth cf I hinps 5 for he did * A ; 
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there was a Conſpiracy againſt his Life; and that Phercras 
and ſeveral others that he leaſt ſuſpected, were in the Bottom 
of it, He told him how Salome ſtole to Bed ro him one Night, 
and lay with him, and would not be Taid Nay; telling him 
likewiſe, that in ſhort,” all People were agreed upon the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of making him away; for there was no Free- 
dom or Happineſs to he &xpected without it: Naming Pto- 
lemy, and Sapinius, (the Two” Men of the World that he moſt 
confided in) among the Conſpiretors, The Court was by 
this Time rather a Mad-Houſ?,* or a Medly of Wi!d-Beaſts, 
then a Society of Reaſonable Men; the greateſt Friends in 


Nature one Day, and tearing-out one another's Throats the 


next: and no Time or Place left for Argument or Proof; 
for the Puniſhment went before the Judgment. Some were 
pur in Chains; others KIFd outright, and the reſt in a De- 


| 4pair more painful then Death itſelf. There was nothing 


to be ſeen in the Palace of What it had been; but inſtead of 


the Gayety and Splendor of it in former Times, there was 


little now but Heavineſs of Heart and inconſolable Sorrows. 


| Nay Hered himſelf was as weary of his own Life, as he had 


made other People of theirs; for there was no Body he 
could Truſt ; kis preſent State was miſerable ; and no Pro- 


ſpect before him, but of Confuſion, and Horror. He never 


took any reſt either ſleeping or waking for hideous Frights 
and Imaginatione, One while he would fancy his Son with 
a Dagger at his Heart; another while ſomewhat elſe; and 


in one Word, he was upon the whole Matter little better 
then a Mad-man. f 
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CHAP AK. 

Archelaus 9:oves Herod to be Friends with Alexander, 
who palliates the Matter with an artificial Mediation. 
Pheroras 48 Herod Pardon, and all is well, Arches 


laus in great Efteem wpith Herod, He gees to Rome, 
and reconciles Titus to Archelaus, 


* 


W Hile Herod lay in this Anguiſn and Torment of Thought, 

Archelaus, the King of Cappadecia, reckon'd it the Part, 
both of a Father, and of a Friend, to make him a Viſit, and 
to do the beſt Offices he could toward the ſetting of Things 
right betwixt Herod, and his Daughter and Son- in- Lau; for 
om he had an exceeding Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, 
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Natters went very ill, he heard, and upon his Arrival, he 
found them rather worſe then he imagin'd ; but he thought 
it would not do well however to pick a downright Quarrel 
with him for his Timerity, and for taking ſo many ſenſeleſs 
Shams as he did, upon Truſt. A Conteſt he thought would 
look like a Reproach, and do more Hurt probably then 
Good ; ſo that inſtead of falling upon Herd, himſelf, he 
laid the Blame upon Alexander; for the King, he ſaid, had 
done nothing but what was honourable and juſt ; and that for 
his Part, he would tear the Marriage to Pieces, and never 
ewn Glaphyra again for his Daughter, if he ſhuuld find that 
ſhe was privy to the Plot, and did not diſcover it. This pal: 
ſionate Pretence and Zeal of Archelaus, for the Vindication 
of Herod, brought him upon ſecond Thoughts, to a more 
conſiderate Senſe of what he had done, and by little and little 
to the Softneſs of a Father again. In this merciful Humour, 
the King, that before took any Man for his Enemy that gave 
Alexander a good Word, fell now directly into Tears to hear 
Archelaus ſpeak againit him, begging of him that he would 
not break off the Match, and tranſport himſelf to that Degree 
for the Folly of a young Man, When the Cappadocian had 
now brought Herod into a more practicable Temper, he pal. 


liated the Miſtake as well as he could, by laying the Fault A 
in ſome Meaſure upon evil Council, and the Company he kept, 


He might be tractable, indeed, he ſaid, but truly he never 
Found him malicious. He might perhaps be miſled and corrup- 
ted; and ſo by a Sidewind he flaunted all the May upon Phe. 
roras. Now Pzeroras was come by this Time ſufficiently to 
vaderſtand how deſperately he had loſt himſelf in the Opi- 
nion of Herod : and reflefting upon it that no Man was fo 
proper for him to make Uſe of as Archelaus; he made his Ad- 
dreſs to him in Mourning, and with the Humility of a moſt 
penitent Supplicant, implor'd his Interceſſion for him to the 
King. Archelaus was not wanting to him in any Matter of 
reſpect, but he told him withal, that Zerad's Diſpleaſure 
was not ſo eaſily remov'd as he might imagine; but if he 
were to be his Adviſer, he ſhould rather go and humble 
himſelf to his Brother, and owning himſelf the Cauſe of ail 
the Calamities of the Family, crave his Pardon. Such a 
Confefion might perchance * work upon him, and make 
Way for a Mediation. He follow'd the Advice, and it ſuc- 
cecded both Ways; for Alexander, beyond all Expectation, 

| Was 
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« diſchars'd of his pretended, Crime; and Herod, at the 
2 of ie to his Brother. Herod Was 
now fo ſenſible of the Obligations he had to Archelaus in 
his Extremity, that he look'd upon him'as the bell Friend 
he had in the World: The other returning into Cappadocia, 
charged with rich Preſents, and no leſs Satisfaction in the 


Succeſs of his Voyage. They were now agreed upon it that 


Herod ſhould go to Rome to inform Cæſar of the preſent State 
of his Family, having written formerly to him upon the 
fame Subject. They went together to Antioch, where Hes 
rod reconcil'd * Titus the Governour of Syria to Archeiaus, 
and fo return'd to Judæa. | 7 


CHAP. XIII. 


n Herod's Abſence, the Trachonites Revolt, The 


King's Troops give them an Overthrow. Syllzus 
receives and protects them, Herod breaks into Trax 
chon, and adareſfſes to Saturninus and Volumnius ta 
deliver up the Robbers. Syilzus ſays, there are none 
in Arabia, Saturninus and Volumnius order Satisfac- 
tion to be given to Herodt. „ 5 


When Hered had been at Rome, and was come back again, 
| there brake-out a War with the Arabians, upon this 
Occaſion. The Inhabitants of Trachon (a Province that Caſar 
took away from Zenodorus, and gave to Herod). when they 
could no longer exercile their old Trade of free-booting, be- 
took themſelves to Planting and Tillage ; a Courſe of Lite that 


yielded them neither Satisfaction nor Profit. But yet for 2 


while, at firſt, Herod, to his Honour, kept them in pretty 
good Order, and without any barbarous Inroads upon their 
Neighbours ; but upon the King's going into Haly to accuſe 
Alexander, and recommend Antipater ; and a Rumour f. pread 
at the fame Time, of the Death of Zerod, the Trachonites re- 
volted, and betook themſelves to their former Courſe of Life ; 
but they were quickly broken and ſappreſs'd by the King's 
Troops; only forty of the Heads of them made their Eſcapes 
and fied into Arabia: where Syllæus (who had not as yet di- 

: = 8114 „ 


> Caſaubon reads Titius for Titus ; but Biſnop Mauntague deſends the 
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geſted the Refuſal of Salome) gave them Entertainment, and 
a ſafe Retreat, with a ſtrong, and a well fortify'd Place for 
their Habitation: from whence they did not only infeſt 7u- 
dea, and Cele-Syria, and carry away Booty and Cattle into 
their Holds ; but they committed all ' theſe Outrages, with- 
out Oppoſition, or Gontroul. When Herod found at his 
Return from Nome, what Spoil theſe Robbers had made, 
and that he was ty'd-up from meddling with them fo long 
as they were under the Arabians Protection, the Aﬀront 
went fo near the Heart of him, that without any more ado 
he preſently made an Incurſion into Trachow, where he put 
whole Families of theſe People to the Sword. This tran- 
ſported the reft into ſuch a Rage, being obliged by a Law of 
their own Country not to paſs over ſuch an Indignity unreven- 
ged, that in Contempt of all Danger and Oppoſition, they 
would never let Herod be free from the Vexation of their 
erpetual Incurſions. Under theſe Circumſtances, he apply'd 
Firmtelf to Cæſur's Governours of thoſe Provinces, Saturni- 
nus, and Volummius to deliver- up thoſe Vagabonds into his 
Hands. This Complaint made them madder and madder : 
So that getting a Matter of a Thouſand of them into a Body, 
they ranged up and down in Parties; ravaging Town and 
Country, and killing whatever they could come at: So that, 
in fine, theſe Encounters had the Face rather of a War then 
of a Seyle ; Herod inſiſting upon the delivering-up of the 
Thieves, and the Repayment of the ſixty Talents (ſome 
Tims fince due) which Herod by the Hand of Syllæus lent 
to Ohodas. Jyllæus, who had now uſurp'd the Government 
of Obodas to himſelf, flatly deny'd any of the Thieves to be 
is Arabia, and ſhuffled off the Payment of the Money till 
Saturninus and Volumnius order'd the full Satisfaction of the 
Debt, within the Compaſs of thirty Days; and that the Fu- 
gitives ſhould be deliver'd up on both Sides. This Article 
diſcover'd the Fraud of Syllæus for there was not ſo much 
as one Arabian that took Sanctuary with Herod, but a World 
of the Robbers were found with the Argbians. 5 
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| CHAP. XIV. | 
Syllzus breaks his Word. Herod gets leave to right bim- 


ſelf by Force. He takes Repta by Aſſault. Ibe Arar :- 


bians defeated, and their General /lain. Herod mars 


ches with three Thouſand Idumzans, zo Trachon. 


Wen the Time came far the Payment of the Money, Syl- 

leus would not ſtand to his Agreement, but went his 
Way to Auguſtus; Herod preſſing hard, both for the Debt, and 
for the Article of delivering-up the Thieves. But finding the 
Arabians falſe and ſtubborn, he got leave of Saturninus and 
Volumnius, to attempt the Recovery of his Right by Force. 
Having obtained their Permiſhon, he fell with an Army into 
Arabia, and in three Days march'd ſeven Stages. Coming 
at laſt to the Caſtle, by Name Repa, whither the Robbers 
had withdrawn themſelves, he took it at the firſt Attack, and 
then demoliſh'd the Fortifications, without doing any other 
Damage to the Inhabitants. While this paſs'd, Nacebus the 


Arabian General march'd away to the Succour of his Party, 


and brought it to an Encounter, where there were few or 
none of the Herodians loſt : Five and Twenty of the Ara- 


bians, together with their General, ſlain upon the Place, and 


the Remainder of them ſcatter'd and put to flight. The King 

having now taken his Revenge upon the Thieves, he march'd 
with three Thouſand Idumeans into Trachonitis, to keep the 
Rovers there within Compaſs. Herod ſent a Narrative of 
this Proceeding to the Roman Governours allo in Phœnicia, 
giving them to Underſtand, that he had done nothing with» 
out leave, in fighting with a Party of Rebellious Arabians : 
And this Account upon a further Enquiry, the Governours 
found to be True, Ll £ 


— - 
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CHAP. XV. 


; Syllzus receives a falſe Intelligence at Rome, and pre- 
ſents Cæſar with the Contents of his Packet. Cæſar 


writes a ſharp Letter to Herod, The Inſolence of the. : 


Arabians. Cæſar denies Aud ence to Herod*s Embaſ- 
ſadors. Obodas dies, and Aretas ſucceeds him. Syl- 


laæus endeavours to ſupplant Aretas. Letters from A- 
I retas, 
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retas, with Embaſſadors and Preſents. Audience de. 
ny a ſecond Tims. Herod ſends Nicolaus of Da- 

rf Ee Third Embaſſy. V 


Hu was the naked Truth of the Matter, but the Arabian 
Report of it to Syllæus at Rome, as it was dreſs'd up, in 
their Way of l. and Diſguiſe, was quite another 
Thing. Slæus had already fo far infinuated himſelf, as to 
e Perſonally known to Cæſar, and as he was walking before 
is Palace, an Expreſs brought him a Packet, whereupon he 
Tifted his Clothes immediately, and in a mourning Weed, 
With Tears and Lamentations, carry'd the fad Story to Au- 
guſtus. How Herod had enter'd Arabia with an Army; over- 
furn'd the Government, and totally ruin'd the Country 
i'd two Thouſand five Hundred Noble Arabians upon the 
Place, with his Friend and Kinſman, Nacebus their General 
among the reſt ; Pillag'd Rapra of a vaſt Treaſure that was 
Tad up there: and all this by the Advantage Herod took of 
the Weakneſs and Neglect of Obodas, who had neither Troops 
in Readineſs to oppoſe him, nor a General in his Abſence that 
Vas fit to Command them. Sy//#us ſaid further, that he ſhould 
never have undertaken this Journey to Rome, but in confi- 
dence that Cæſar would provide for the publick Peace of all 
Bis People; and that if he himſelf had been upon the Place, 
| 12 ſhould have paid dear for the Undertaking. This un- 
lucky Bus'neſs made Cæſar very uncaſy, and put him upon 
enquiring from one to another among Herod's Friends as well 
"as his own that came lately ont of Syria, whether or no He- 
'Zod had been any where with his Army out of his own Juriſ- 
dition. When he ſaw this could not be deny'd, he took all 
the reſt for granted, and without any more ado ſent away 
immediately a ſharp menacing Letter to Herod, with a Direc- 
tion to this Purpoſe ; Fermerly to my Friend, Hereafter to my 
Subject. Syllæus wrote alſo to the Hrabians at the fame Time, 
When they came to find by theſe Letters, that Herod was in 
Diſgrace with Cæſar, they grew fo in ſolent upon it, that there 
Was ho dealing with them. They would neither deliver- up 
their Malefactors, nor pay their Debts; no not ſo much as their 
Rents, nor do any Thing elſe, according to the Rules of com- 
mon Faith and Contract. The Trachonites made the ſame 
Advantage of this Occaſion too, againſt Herod's Idumaran 
Carriſons, by joining with the Arabian Ravagers : tearing all 
into Pieces, and ſpoiling and pillaging, not ſo much * 
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Credit fail'd him. He made two Trials to purge himſelf by 
his Embe/Jadors ; but Cæſar would not fo much as ſee them 
the firſt Time, nor take any Notice of their Bus'neſs the next. 
Herod had a terrible Apprehenſion of Syllæus all this While, 


who never fail'd of emproving Cæſar's Fears and Diſtractions 


to his own Benefit; for being {till within Diſtance of making 
the beſt of Opportunities, and finding him duQtile, and cre- 


dulous, he could wind and turn him which way he pleas d; 


beſide that he had far greater Matters now in Proſpect. 
King Gbodas being by this Time dead, Ænueas ſucceeded 
him by the Name of Aretas: Syllæus doing all that was to 
be done by Calumnies, Court-Bribes, and large Promiſes to 
Auguſtus, toward the onting of him again, and engroſſing 
the Power to himſelf, The Thing that encourag'd him to 
this Attempt, was the Diſguſt that Cæſar took to Aretas, for 
ent'ring upon the Adminiſtration, without his. Privity and 
Conſent. This new King complemented Cæſar by his Em- 
ba/Jugors, with Letters and magnificent Preſents ; one above 
the reſt being @ Crown of Gold of a prodigious Value. Now 
theſe Letters were in Subſtance a flat Acculation of Syllæus 
for Poyſoning his Maſter Olodas, after the Uſurping of his 
Authority in his Life-time ; for Debauching the Wives of the 
Arabians, and taking up vaſt Sums of Money to make Way to 
his Pretenſions. But Cz/ar deny'd theſe Embaſſadors Audi - 


ence as well as Herod's ; rejected their Preſents, and ſent 


them away without their Errands. During this Diſtemper, 
Matters in Judæa and Arabia went every Day worle they 


other: A general Confuſion, and no body to compoſe it; 


one of the King's not being as yet eſtabliſn'd in his Govern- 
ment, and the other as little Maſter of his People; for He- 


| rod's Condition was ſuch, that he could not defend himſelf 


without affronting Auguſtus : So that he lay under a kind 
of Neceſſity of crouching, and ſabmitting to all Indignities, 
Put being now brought to the laſt Extremity, he took-up a 
final Reſolution of making the beſt Intereſt he could to Cæſar 
by his Friends, and trying the Fortune of a third Embaſſy to 


Rome, employing Nico/aus of Damaſcus upon the Com- 


miſſion. 
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fit, as for Revenge. But Herod having now loſt Cæſar, was 
fain to put up all this and more; for his Courage as well as his 
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Deadly Feuds in Herod's E. amily:. Eurycles makes an 
- Atcquarmtance with Herod. - Alexander makes Eury- 
_ cles bis Gonf Eurycles carries Stories to Anti- 
pater and Herod, Herod preſents um with fifty Ta- 
 Jents. He gets Money out of Arehelaus. Eurycles ba- 
i deut of Lacedæmon. Herod Credulous and Js a- 
dong. Jueundlus end Tyrannus Baniſb'd the Court; and 
Forced by Torture toaccuſe Alexander. The Governour 
of Alexandrion put to the Queſtion, Counterfeit Let- 
ters produc d againſ# Alexander, The Brothers and 
tbe Witneſſes brought to Jericho. 7 he People Stone the 
Witneſſes. Salome betrays Ariſtobulus. he Brothers 
proſecuted upon Salome*s Information. Glaphyra exa- 
min d alſo, and likewiſe Alexander. They all deny 
tb Charge. The Subſtance of Archelaus's Anſwer. 
. Czſar reconciled to Herod. Syllæus accuſed ; The Ar- 
. Picles of his Charge. Nicolaus charges Syllzus, and 
. defe Herod. Syllzus breaks bis Word, and his 
Oath. Syllzus condemn d to Die. Inſtructions to 
Olympus and Volumnius. Cæſar writes Herod a 
condoling Letter. 


'Erod's Family was a Houſe always divided againſt itſelf 

& by inteſtine Fealouſies, which are the Plague of all Courts; 
but the Feud at this Time ran much higher yet then ever, and 

it was upon this Occaſion. ©* There was one Eurycles, a Lace- 
* Z#monian a Man nobly born, but of a peſtilent Diſpoſiti- 
ge on; ſenſual, and glorying, to Extremity, but ſo artificial 
46 Diſſembler, that there was nothing to be ſeen in him of 
te either. This Eurycles made an Acquaintance with Herod ; 
de enterchang'd Preſents, and other good Offices with him, in 
& the Houſe of Antipater; and by that Means (being often to- 
** . became familiarly acquainted with Alexander: And 
| he would be often ſaying what a wonderful Friendſhip 
there was betwixt him and Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, 
& and how great an Honour he had for G/aphyra. So that 
4 under the Semblance of the moſt unconcerned, indiflcrent 
© Perſons in Nature, he lay upon the Catch for every Thing 
that was ſaid or done, and never fail'd of ſome Pick-thank 
| | I Story 
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« Story or other, to carry away with him. He had, in Five, 


« ſo obliging a Way of dividing his good Humour, that 


« whcrever he apply'd himſelf, he had the Faculty of making 
% People believe that he lov'd nothing elſe, and that it was 
ec only for their Sakes, and Service, if he had any Thing to 
« do with others.“ By this Addreſs he gain'd ſo far upon the 
Affection and Eſteem, of Alexander, that he made Choice of 
him for the ſingle Confident of all his Secrets, and the only 
Man that he could ſafely Truſt. So he up and told him the 
whole Hiſtory of his Misfortunes ; the Unkindneſs of his Fa · 
ther, the Death of his Mother; Antipater's Credit with the 
King. This Oppreſſion, he ſaid, was net to be endur'd; 
for the Averſion was now come to that Paſs, that he could 
neither eat nor talk with his Children. Theſe Privacies were 
ſafe, he thought, in the Breaſt of a Friend; but Ewurycles 
however carry'd every Word that paſs'd, to Antipater. 
«© Theſe are Things, ſays he, that do not concern me; and 
ce truly in Matters of ſo dangerous a Conſequence, I cannot 
cc but adviſe you to look to yourſelf, and to have a Care of 
« Alexander, for he is grown ſo confident, I perceive, that 
< he does not think it worth his While to mince the Matter; 
but without any Scruple throws out the very Bottom of 
& his Heart in Words at length; and the Deſign he has upon 
« the Perſon of his Father.” Antipater took this from Eurycles 
as ſo ſingular an Inſtance of a Reſpect and Friendſhip, that he 
could not but acknowledge it;with ſome very . conſiderable 
Preſents ; and was prevail'd upon in the End, to diſcourſe 
the Matter with Herod. The King was ſo prepoſſeſs'd with a 
Diſpoſition to believe any ill Thing of Alexander, that what 
with that Prejudice, and other ambiguous Hints and Circum- 
ſtances of Diſcourſe, he contracted a Hatred far more impla- 
cable then ever, as was given to underſtand ſoon after. He- 
rod, in fine, made him a Preſent of fifty Talents for the ge- 
nerous Office he had done him; and fo away went Eurycles 
to Archelaus with a Thouſand fine Things in his Mouth, of 
his Son Alexander; and not forgetting the Honour he had 
done himſelf upon ſeveral Occaſions toward the ſetting of Mat- 
ters right betwixt him and his Father, So that he got Money 
of Archelaus too on the other Hand ; and carry'd it all of 
before the Myſtery of this Impoſture was detected. Furycles 
was now gone back into his owa Country, where he kept to 
his old Trade ſtill, till he was brought to Juſtice upon the 
Diſcovery, and baniſh'd Lacedæmon. h a: 9 
Herod was not now of a Humour as formerly, to content 
himſelf with lending an Ear to Calumnies againſt his * 
| | an 
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and wit till the Slanders were brought to ſeek him; but his 
Sulpicions did the Office of Tale-bearers, and his particular 
Scrutinies and Enquiries fav'd him the Need and Trouble of 
any other Accuſation : not but that his Ear was ſtill open to 
al Informations againſt the Brothers, let them come whence 
they would ; neither was there any Thing more Welcome 
to him then thoſe Stories: As he was told of one Vvaratus of 
Cous, that was ſaid to be a Confederate with Hlexander. 

It was now come to a kind of Strife and Competition, who 
ſhould do moſt Miſchief, - the worſe the Office appear'd to the 
Sons, the more acceptable it was to the Father ; the Care of 
the King's Safety being the main Pretence. The young Prin- 
ces fell at this Time into the moſt deſperate Calamity that 
had yet betided them. There were two Perſons, by Name, 
Jucundus and Tyrannus, formerly of Herod's Life-Guard, 
and Men of mighty Credit with him for Strength, and Sta- 
ture; but ſomewhat or other they had done that they were 
baniſh'd the Court for. Alexander knowing theſe Men to be 
very Brave; took them into the Guard of his Perſon, and was 
a bountiful Maſter to them. The King took ſuch a Freak vp- 
on this, that he had them put to the Queſtion about the Con- 
ſpiracy : and when they had ſtood it out as long as Fleſh and 
Blood could live under the Torments, they yielded in the 
End to this Confeſſion, That they had been Sollicited by 
Alexander to take an Opportunity of killing the King fome 
Time or other while he was a Hunting; which might be 
ce eaſily ſhifted off under the Colour of a Fall from his Horſe 
upon his own Arms; eſpecially having narrowly ſcap'd ſuch 
& a Danger once before. They made a further Diſcovery of 
t Money hid in the Stable, and ſome of the King's Lancets 
& 2nd Darts deliver'd out by the Maſter of the Game, to the 
, Servants of Alexander by his own Order.” | ; 

The next Man they put to the Torture was the Covernour 
of Alexandrion, upon the Queſtion of promiſing to receive the 
Brothers into the Caſtle, and of putting into their Hands the 
King's Treaſure, that was there depoſited. The Governour 
deny'd the Charge; but his Son declar'd it, and produced Let- 
ters under Alexander's Hand, as he pretended, to this Effect. 
« You ſhall be ſure to hear of us, God willing, ſo ſoon as e- 
ie yer we are ready for you: Wherefore remember to take us 
* into the Caſtle according to your Promiſe.” After theſe Let- 
ters, Herod made no longer doubt of the Conſpiracy; but 
Alexander all the while, infiſted upon the whole Story to be 
only a Contrivance of Aulipater's, anda Forgery of the _— 
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tar Diophantus; who was a Man famous for ſuch Exploits, 
and taken afterward in the very AR and puniſh'd for it. 
Herod, being now at Jericho, after the tormenting of ths- 
Witneſles, had them brought thither to accuſe his Sons be- 
fore the People: where the Multitude ſton'd them to Death; 
and in this Fury would have done as much for Alexander and 
Ariſtobulus, it Herod, by the Means of Ptolemy and Pheroras, 
had not prevented it. They were however committed cloſe 
Priſoners; Spies ſet upon them to obſerve every Thing they _ 
did or ſaid, and given over for Dead Men by every Body elle, 
as well as by themſelves. EE : 
In this Extremity Ariſtobulus bethought himſelf of trying 
if he could work Salome and his Aunt and Mother-in-law in- 
to ſome Commiſeration of his Diſtreſs, and to a juſt Indignas 
tion for the Author of it. Madam, ſays he, can you think 
< your ſelf ſafe under an Accuſation of holding a private In- 
“e telligence with Syllæus about the King's Affairs in Hope of 
% marrying him? Salome cafry'd this to her Brother, who in 
a Rage forthwith commanded his Sons to be both bound, and 
laid apart one from another; and there to ſet down ſeverally 
in Writing the Particulars of their treaſonous Deſign. They 
wrote as they were order'd, and both agreed in the fame 
Story, that they were in no Conſpiracy at all, and never ſb 
much as Thought of any. They had ſome Thoughts indeed 
of making an Eſcape, they faid ; for the Life they led under 
perpetual Jealouſies was worſe then Death. | Og 
There came at this Time upon an Embaſly to Herad from 
Archelaus King of Cappadocia, one Mela, a Perſon of eminent 
Quality in that Country. Herod was fo fond of giving Arche- 
2, laus to underſtand how ill he took ſomething at his Hands, 
that he ſent for Alexander out of the Priſon, and examin'd him 
over again in the Preſence of Mela about his Eſcape, whi- 
ther he intended to go, and what he meant to do with him- 
ſelf. His Anſwer was, that he propoſed to go to Archelaus, 
his Father-in-law, upon his Promiſe to convey him to Rome 
and this is all, ſays he, that ever we were guilty of toward 
our Father, whatever theſe Falſaries, and Knights of the Poſt 
may pretend to the Contrary. He wiſh'd, he ſaid, that Tyran- 
nus and his Companions had but been a little more particularly 
examin'd; but it was Antipater's Bug neſs to have them put 
out of Danger of telling Tales as ſoon as he could; and fo up- 
on the Inſtigation of his Inſtruments, they were hurry'd to 
Death by the Rabble. Es "ny 
Herod in this very inſtant, order'd Alexander and Mela to 


| be carry'd to Glaphyra, and to have her put to the — 


tx 
4 > 
SM 
o 7 o 
1 


hoo? Jewren Aria 
_ diſcover what the knew of this abominable Treaſon againſt 


* 


ac 
* 


. 
4 * 
1 128. 


Hered. They were no ſooner come within View of the Prin- 
ces, but upon the firſt Sight of her Huſband in Chains, ſhe 
fell to tearing of her Hair, with other Violences upon herſelf; 


and into ſuch Groans and Paſſions (the Prince bearing her 
Company alſo in her Lamentations) that the People ſtood at 
_ _ gaze, as if. they had been Planner-ſtruck, at fo ſurprizing a 
Spectacle, without knowing what they did, or what they came 
- Yor: But Ptolemy, at laſt, that had the Guard of the Prince, 


put it to him to know whether or no his Wife was concern'd 


in his Plot. © Why you need never doubt that, /ays Alexan- 
der, for wherever I am, ſhe is; a Woman as Dear to me as 
, my Life and Soul, and the beſt Wife, and the beſt Mother 
e both in one, upon the Face of the Earth.” No no, ſays the 


Princeſs, my Conſcience acquits me; but yet if my owning 


of a Guilt might be any eaſe to my Huſband, I would frankly 
declare it, though I were ſure to die with that Lie in my Mouth. 


No no, again, ſays Alexander, we are guilty of nothing that's 
& charg'd upon us, and we have deſerv'd better Things at 


their Hands too that ſuſpects us. As to the Thought we 
4 had of getting away to our Father, and thence to Rome, if 


that be Treaſon, we are both to Anſwer for it: and Glaphy- 
4, ra confeſs'd as much.” There was Matter enough againſt 
Archelaus in this Paſſage, for a jealous Head to work upon; 


ſo that Herod preſently ſent away Olympus and Volumnius with 


Letters to him, with Orders to call at Eleuſa a City in Phœni- 
£ia, and there to deliver them. They had further Inſtructions 
alſo to Expoſtulate with him, upon a ſtrong Preſumption of 
his being engaged with his Sons, in the Confederacy. Their 
Orders were, after the Delivery of theſe Letters, to fail for- 


ward for Rome and in caſe they ſhould find by Nicolaus of 


Damaſeus, that Cæſar was any thing more Tractable now then 
- formerly, they were to preſent another Expreſs to him with 
the Proceedings againſt .//exander and Ariſtobꝛlus, and Copies 
of the Evidence whereupon they were Convicted. Archelaus, 
in his Anſwer, own'd his Willingneſs indeed to receive the 


young Men, and that he undertook it as the beſt Service he 


could do both the Father and the Sons; for he was in Truth 
afraid, leſt Herod, in that violent Heat of Wrath and Jealouſy, 
might put them to Extremities : But affirming, upon the 
Main, that he had no Thought, after all, either of ſending 
them to Cæſar, or of ſupporting them againſt their Father. 


Olympus and Volumnius upon their coming to Acme, finding 


C#far reconciled to Herod, delivered their Letters according to 
their Order. They were framed by the Addreſs of Nicolaus, 
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- who, manag'd his Commiſſion after this Manner. So ſoon as 
ever he came to Rome, and to the Emperour's Palace, over and 
above the Inſtructions that he had in Charge, he drew up a 
formal Accuſation againſt Syllœus, having gotten unqueſtion- 
able Proofs upon him from the Arabians themſelves, (who 
were then miſerably divided) of the moſt flagitious Practices 
that could be imagin'd : as the Murder of Obedas, and fo great 
a Part of his Family, for one; and this was all to be made 
out undeniably by intercepted Letters under his own Hand. 
Now this Nicolaus, whoſe Bus'neſs it was to ſet Herod Right 
again with Cæſar, took this providential Diſcovery by the 
right Handle, and emprov'd it to- the Advantage of his Prin- 
ciple. If, ſays he, I ſhould now, begin my Application with 
* an Excuſe or Defence of Herod, it would {ſtrike too Point- 
© blank upon the Emperour ; but if I make my Way to nry 
Matter by the Side-wind of a previous Charge upon Syllæus, 
© the King's Juſtification will fall-m by the By.“ So that the 
Cauſe being brought-on, and a Day appointed for the Hear- 
ing, Neslaus, with the Aſſiſtance of the Agents of Aretas, 
advanced an Accuſation againſt Syllæus, As the Murderer 
« of his Lord and Maſter the King, and greater Numbers of 
« the Arabians; a Man that took up extravagant Sums of 
% Money toward the embroiling of the publick Peace; a Profli- 
gate Corrupter of Women both at Rome and in Arabia: Be- 
e {ide the moſt audacious Affront of impoling with Lies and 
© Calumaies upon Cæſar himſelf. As forinftance, the Account 
i he gave of the Action of Herod, Which was all falſe from 
on End to the other.” They proceeded upon the Whole till 
they came to the laſt Article, and there Cæſar interpoſed with 
a Command to Nicolaus to pals over all the reſt, and ſpeak to 
that ſingle Point. Tell me (/ays the Emperzur) as to that 
Particular of Zerzd : Did not he come with an Army into 
* Arabia? Did he not kill two Thouſand five Hundred Men 
ce there? Did he not carry away Priſoners and Ravage the 
Country? MNicslaus made Anſwer, that no Body could 
give a better Account to. theſe Queſtions then himſelf. And, 
ſays he, there is little or nothing true in this whole Story, as 
he has reported it. Neither, with Submiſſion, was Herod any 
thing to blame upon that Occaſion. This was ſuch a Sur- 
prize to Cæſar, that with very great Attention, he heard him 
forward: And ſo inOrder, he told him fr/#, *©Of foe Hundred 
* Talents that Herod had lent him upon his Bond, the Time 
* of Payment elaps'd, and the Law on his Side for the re- 
* covering of the Debt upon his Country. He told further, 
& that this Body of hen that Sy/leus calls an Army, was no 
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:< more then a Strength barely competent for the putting of 
< a legal Claim fairly in Execution. And he did not yet pro- 
% ceed raſhly ncither, though the Time of Payment being ex- 


e pir'd, he might put the Bond in Suit when he pleas'd. 
'£ But he rather apply'd himſelf in the firſt Place to Saturni- 
% nus and Volumnius the Governour of Syria: and upon this 
% Appeal Syllæus in their Preſence at Berytum, obliged him- 
s ſelf upon his Oath, by the Fortune of Cæſar, to make Pay- 


% ment of the Money to Herod, and deliver up all Refugees 
ce to him in*thirty Days. The Time came, but no News of 


either Money or Fugitives : ſo that Herod was forced to 
addreſs to the Governours once again, who gave their Opi- 
nion that he might do himſelf Right by Diſtreſs. Now this 
vas the Occaſion of his going into Arabia; and this the 
< War that his Adverſaries have complain'd of, with ſo much 
* Aggravation. But how can this be taken for a War, that 


. © was done by the Approbation and Permiſſion of the Gover- 


* nours, in Proſecution of a Lawful Right, and Compact, 
and after a perjurious Violation of a ſacred Oath, both in 
« the Name of the Gods, and of Cz/ar. | * 
gut to come now to the Priſoners. There were firſt a matter 
% of Forty of the Heads of the Trachonite Robbers, and after 
them a great many more, that when they had broken into 
„ Fudea, and made Havock in the Country, fled from Herod 


« into Arabia for Sanctuary; where Syllæus did not only en- 


e tertain them, ogg the common Enemies of Mankind ; 
but gave them Lands alſo, and Protection, and went ſhares 


& with them in their Booty. Theſe were the Men now that 
« Syllzus bound himſelf by Oath to Reſtore, together with 
« the borrow'd Money within the Time Prefixt: And Sir, I 


can with Modeſty defy any Mortal now, to ſay, that Herod 


* took any other Priſoners in .{rabia then theſe Free-booters : 
« Nay, and there were ſeveral of theſe thar *ſcap'd too.” 

But now after this odious Sycophant-Story of the Priſoners, 
let Cz/ar only vouchſafe to hear one Impoſture more that is 
yet behind, and ſtill more ſcandalous and provoking then all 


the reſt. © Fdo'affirm, that at the Time when we were in- | 
„ vaded by a Band of Arabians, and that ſome few of our 


« Men fell, Herod in his own Defence was forced to make 
„Head againſt them; and upon defeating them, that their 
% General Nacebus was kill'd, and five and Twenty of his 
% People with him, and not one Man more. Now this Num- 
«© ber Syllæus has enlarged, and made every Man a Hundred.” 
Ceſar was fo mov'd at this Relotion, that turning towardSy/lz- 


u, he aſk'd him vith a fierce Countenance how many Ara- 


* 


bians 
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bians were lain in that Action? He pauſed a While upon N 


and confefs'd himſelf ſomewhat miſtaken in the Number. 
After this, they read the Conditions of the Bond, and the Arbi- 


trations of the Governours, and the Remonſtrances of the Cities 


and Towns,complaining of the Robberies. Auguſtus being by 


thisTime fully informed in the whole Matter, paſs'd a Sen- 


tence of Death upon Sy//zus ; took Hered into Favour again, 
nd not without Acknowledgment of his Miſtake, in hearken- 
ing to thoſe Calumnies that tranſported him to ſuch Severi- 
ties againſt him: telling Syllæus that — but the audacious 
Impudence of his Lies and Slanders could ever have tranſ- 
ported him out of a Reſpect for his Friends. It came, in fine, 
to this, that Syllæus was order'd back into Arabia, there to 
pay his Debts, and after that to be put to Death. As for Are- 
tas, his preſuming to Uſurp Royal Anthority without the Em- 
perour's Leave and Conſent, {tuck in Cæſar's Stomach ſtill : 
w_ that he was thinking to transfer the Government 
that Province to Herod ; but upon reading the Letters which 
ympus and Volumnius brought him, all full of Invective and 
tterneſs againſt his own Sons, Cæſar chang'd his Purpoſe. 
Now their Inſtructions were, in caſe they found Cæſar paci- 


fy' d, to deliver him thoſe Letters, which they did according- 


ly; and Cæſar, upon the reading of them, conſidering his 


Age, Paſſion, and Misfortunes retracted his Reſolution, and 
thereupon call'd for the Embaſſadors of Aretas, and gave them 


Audience, with a Check for the Temerity of their Maſter in 


_ aſſuming Sovereign Power to himſelf upon his own Account 


and after this Preface, to their great Admiration, he accepted 
of their Preſents, and confirmed Aretas in his Authority. 
Cæſar, upon this Reconciliation, wrote Hered a condoling 


Letter for the Mortification he had in two ſuch Sons; giving 
him free Leave and Power to proceed againſt them as Par- 


ricides, if he found them engag'd in ſo unnatural and im- 
pious a Conſpiracy ; but if there ſhould be no more in it at 


laſt, then the bare Contrivance of an Eſcape, it would become 
him, he ſaid, to content himſelf with ſome more moderate 


Animadverſion. The Advice he gave him upon the Whole, 


1 . 
Was to call a Council at Berytus ; a Place where there were 


a great many Romans and there with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Governours of the Neighbouring Provinces, together with 
Archelaus, the King of Cappadocia, and Men of Quality, to 
hear and determine upon the whole Matter, and to bring the 
Point to a final Deciſion, This was the Subſtance of Cæſur's 


Letter, 
Tttz e CHAP. 


W 
* 

% 

. 


1013 ES w 1 * A 1 7 1 Nun 11123. Eook XVI. | 


1 c A A P. E TP > 268 


asd outrageous in his Proſperity. e Simmons a Con- 
vention to Berytus. Herod charges bis Sons with Rage 
and Bitterneſs. The Power of Parents. Reſolved, that 
Herod may diſpoſe of his Children. Saturninus 7s for 
zunifhing, bur not to Death. Volumnius preſſes it for 
Death, and ſo he was Condemn'd. Herod goes for 
Tyre, and takes Nicolaus with him, to Czſarea, Ty. 
ros generons Reſolution, and his Expoſtulation with 
Herod. Tyro committed. 'Tryphon's Information 
againſt Tyro. Divers tortured about it. Three Hun- 
dred Captains, Tyro and his Son torn to Pieces. Alex. 
ander and Ariſtobulus frangled at Sebaſte. The Caſe 
72 Herod and his Sons. Herod's inbumane Cruelip. 


is Letter of Ceſar's was joyful News to Herod, upon | 
two Accounts; firſt as an Aſſurance that he was in Fa- 
vour again; and ſecondly, as it left him at Liberty to do with 
his Sons what he thought fit. It is remarkable, that though he 
had been formerly in the Time of his Proſperity a very ſevere 
Father, he never appear'd in thoſe Days yet, to be raſh, and 
bloody toward his Children, where matter of Life was the 
Queſtion :. But now upon this Change, and Re- eſtabliſhment 
of his Fortune (haw it came to paſs I know not) he aban- 
don'd himſelf to an outrageous and unbridled Degree of Ha- 
tred, more extravagant then ever. He ſent a Summons to all 
the Members of the Convention that were to meet at Berytus, 
according to Cæſar's Appointment, ſave only to Archelaus : 
perhaps out of an Averſion to the Man, or otherwiſe, for fear 
he ſhould croſs him in his Deſign. When they were altoge- 
ther according to the Summons, he would not bring his Sons 
-up to the Council, but rather keep them a Jittle way off at 
Platane, a Village i in Sydon, within Diſtance of appearing if 
"they ſhoutd be call'd. The Afembly being now met, Herod 
advanced into the Council. Chamber alone, and there deliver'd 
an Accuſation againſt his Sons, in the Preſence. of a Hundred 
and fifty Perſons: but without any Prologue to the Story up- 
on the Subject of his own Misfortunes, or the Neceſſi ty of ſuch 
2 Proceeding. It was a Charge, in gane, of Rage and Bitter- 
neſs, that very ill became the Mouth of a Fathe r, and accom- 


pany'd with Words, Countznances, and Beh zaviour, that were 
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all menacing and violent, and not without ſuſpicious Symp- 
toms even of a furious Madneſs. His Reaſonings were con- 
fuſed, and inconſiſtent ; his Diſcourfe flattering, backward 
and forward, and dubious ; no Proofs produced for the guid- 
ing of the Court; but every Thing to be taken upon the 
Gredit of the Accuſer, and the Bench rather made Parties, 
then Judges, and of Council with the Proſecutor againſt the 


Priſoners. There were ſome Letters of the young Princes 


read, tis true; but not one Syllable of Treachery or Malice 
in them. The Crime was their conſulting how to get away, 


and here and there a Word in them that imported ſome 


Diſſatisfaction and Offence. And when Herod came to that 
Part of the Letters, how did he exaggerate the Matter with 
Clamours and Outcries, that there never was a clearer Proof 
of a Conſpiracy ; backing thoſe Exclamations allo with 
Qaths, that the very. Words were worſe to him then Death. 
] might (/ays he) inſiſt upon the Power I have received 
„oer my own Children both from Nature, and from Auguſ⸗ 
& tus; to ſay nothing of an expreſs Proviſion for it by the 
*© Law of my own Country, that a ſtubborn and rebellious 
« Son ſhall be accuſed: by his Parents, and they lay their 
* Hands upon him, the Men of the City ſhall ſtone him with 
Stones that he die, Dent. Chap. 21. But I ſhall rather de- 
& cline my Privileges in this Cauſe, - and leave the Matter. to 
your further Conſideration, not as Judge, whether it be 
«© ſo or no, in a Caſe fo indubitably manifeſt ;- but to take 
«© your Opinions along with mine in the Juſtification of the 
“ Sentence; and for an inſtruftive Document to Poſterity, 
that ſuch Exemplary Impieties ought not to ſcape unpu- 
e | » 

T be Convention plainly perceiv'd by this Way of Menage, 
and the ſhufing-up of Things Hand over Head, without ſo 
much as ſuffering ede Brothers to ſpeak for themſelves, that 


the Bus'neſs was alfeady reſolv'd-upon, and hopeleſs; and fo 


in a Deſpondency they gave their Votes that Herod might di/> 
poſe of his Children as he pleas'd. The firſt Man that ſtood up 
was Saturninus, a Perſon of conſular Authority; and one that 


had diſcharg'd many honourable Commiſſions. He was, tis 


true, for puniſhing the Priſoners, but not to Death, he ſaid, for 


having Children of his own, hewas the more ſenſible of the Caſe ; 


andwould be loth, after ſo manyCalamities thatHerodhadendur'd 


already, to oppreſs him with the heavieſt of all at laſs. His three 


Sons, (as his Deputies) ſpake next in Courſe, and went a- 
long in Opinion with their Father: But Volumnius exclaim- 
ed, that nothing leſs hut Death would ſatisfy for ſo horrid a 
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Crime; and the Majority ſtriking-in with him, carry'd the 
Queſtion. . 103 - = 
The Sentence was no ſooner paſs'd, but away went He- 
rod to Tyre, taking his Sons along with him ; and meeting 
Nicolaus in his Return from Rome, he firſt gave him an Ac- 
count of what had paſs'd at Berytus ; and then aſk'd him 
how Squares went at Rome, and what his Friends there ſaid 
of his Sons. Nicolaus told him that every Body blam'd them 
for their lew'd Fractices, and ſaid they deſerv'd to be laid in 
Chains for what they had done : Nay, and to be put to Death 
too, if the Conſpiracy ſhonld be made out unqueſtionably 
clear againſt them: For People would be apt to ſay elſe, 
that this Proſecution had more of Freak or Paſſion in it, 
then of Juſtice, or Reaſon. But however, if Herod found 


Himſelf otherwiſe diſpos'd, he might do well to ſet them at 


Liberty without plunging himſelf into a Difficulty never to 
be recall'd. This he ſaid was the Diſcourſe, and Judgment 
of his Friends at Rome. Herod upon theſe Words, ſtood a 
good while panſing and thoughtful without one Word ſpeak- 
ing; and in the End, bad Nzco/azs put to Sea with him, 
and ſo they went together to Cæſarea. | 
When they came thither, they found the whole Town 
Tull of the Story of Herod, and his Sons, and every Body in 
Pain, and ſollicitous, to think where that Proſecution would 
end : Moſt People fearing the worſt, and that fo inveterate 
a Rancour would very hardly be fatisfy'd without the Death 
of the Brothers. They pity'd them with all their Hearts, 
but durſt not either ſay ſo much themſelves, or hear it from 
others, ſo that they were fain to ſmether all their Reſcnt- 
ments, as well of Grief, as of Compaſſion. | ” 
Only there was one Tyro, a Veteran Soldier of the King's, 
and a very brave Fellow, who, having a Son of about Alexan- 
der's Age, and his particular Friend, made no Difficulty of 
ſpeaking-out, and at Liberty, thoſe Truths that others ſup- 
preſs'd, and kept to themſelves, crying out publickly many 
Times, that there was neither Truth nor Juſtice left upon the 
Face of the Earth; but Juggling and Malice govern'd in their 
Places; and ſuch a Miſt caſt before the Eyes of all Mortals, 
that they could* no longer diſcern right from wrong, or 
good from evil. This was a dangerous Freedom ; but with- 
al, ſo generous an Inſtance of his Virtue and Courage, in 
ſuch a Time as this, that every Creature was pleas'd with it; 
and thoſe that durſt not venture fo far themſelves, had yet a 
Reverence for his Hazards ; and the Man, in Truth, muſt 


have been inſenſible and inhumane, that was able to ſup- 
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preſs his Commiſeration in ſuch. a Caſe as this: Nay, and he 
did.not reſt here neither, but march'd up boldly to.the King 
himſelf, with a Requeſt to have a little private Diſcourſe with 
him; which being granted he deliver'd himſelf as follows. 
« Sir, /ays he, I muſt either break my Heart, or give it Vent, 


e at what Rate ſoever; for I know the Danger of the Province 


] am to undertake, and of the Words 1 am now about to 
utter: Danger, I ſay, as to myſelf; but on the other Hand 
of as great a Service and Advantage to Herod, if he pleaſes, 
„Pray give me leave to enquire, Sir, what is become of your 
*« Senſe of Things, and your Underſtanding, that Magnani- 
© mity of Mind and Reſolution, that in Time palt hath car - 

* ry'd you through fo many Difficulties ? What have you 
« done with all your Friends and Relations? Have you none 
left? For I do not reckon thoſe People in that Number, 
* that can ſee ſuch horrid Things done in your once happy 


= Court and Family, and ſtand idle Spectators, and uncon- 


« cern'd? Where are your own Eyes all this while? Do you 
cc not ſee what is a-doing? Are you reſolved then to deſtroy 
«© the Children of once ſo dear a Wife, and a. pair of ſuch 
« matchleſs hopeful Youths too? Can you think at this 
“ Time of Day, of truſting yourſelf in the Hands of an am- 
„ bitious young Man, and of thoſe very Perſons of your Re- 
« lations that you yourſelf have fo often doom'd to Puniſh- 
ment? Do you not find yourſelf tacitely condemn'd, and 
« your Sons lamented by the very Multitude, in the pro- 
% found Silence and Aſtoniſhment of the People ? And fo 
&« for the Military Men, both Officers, and common Soldi- 
« ers; They have all aking Hearts for the young Princes, 
«« and lie curſing the Authors of their Miſery.” 

So far as Tyro's Diſcourſe ran upon the Diſcourſe of his 
Maſter s Calamity, and the. Treachery of his Domeſticks, 
Herod took his Liberty well enough ; but when he came to 
paſs the Bounds of Diſcretion and good Manners,..in a bold, 
blunt, monitory Way of Expoſtulation ; This Freedom 
Jook'd liker a Reproach then a Caution: And Herod taking 
it that Way, aſk'd him who thoſe Officers or Soldiers were, 
that he ſpake of. Tyro nam'd the Men, and the King im- 
mediately order'd them all, together With 7yro himſelf, to 
be taken up and committed. 

Upon this Occaſion, 77yphon, the : King' 5 Barker, went to 
Herod with an Information againſt Tyro, for tempting him 
ſeveral Times with Promiſes of Money, and Alexander's Fa- 
vour to cut the King's Throat when he was a ſhaving him. 
Theſe Words were no ſooner out; but the Zarber, are, and 
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his Son were all put to the Torture. The Son ſeeing his Fa- 
ther ſo unmercifully tormented, and ſo reſolute in his Pains, 
and no Hope of Mitigation from ſo cruel a Prince, call'd out 
ro the Tormentors to take him and his Father off, and he 
would tell them the whole Truth of the Matter: ſo upon 
Promiſe of Eaſe, he declar'd that his Father having private 
Acceſs to Herod by himſelf, had reſoly'd to kill him with 
his own Hand, what Riſk ſoever he ran, for the Service of 
Alexander, Upon this Declaration, his Father was deli- 
'ver'd from that ling'ring Torture; but whether this Confeſ- 
ſion was a Truth, or only a pretended Shift to get Preſent 
'Eaſe, it does not as yet appear. | 
Herod was now finally reſolv'd to proceed to the Execution 
of his Purpoſe, without any further Doubt or Deliberation 
about it ; (if ever he had mage any Difficulty of it before) 
and to leave no Place for Repentance. So that calling the 
People together, there were brought forth three Hundred 
Captains, Tyro and his Son, and the Evidence-Barber ; and 
vpon his Accuſation of them to the Multitude, the Rabble 
tore them all to Pieces, to a Man: But Alexander and Ari- 
ſtobulus were ſent away to Sebaſte, where they were ſtrang- 
led by their Father's Order; and their Bodies depoſited at 
Alexandrion in a Sepulchre, with their Grandfather by their 
Mother's Side, and. divers others of their Progenitors. 
There was no great Wonder in it perhaps, for an Averſi- 
on of ſo long Growth and Continuance, to extinguiſh in He- 
red all Senſe of Humanity and natural Affection; but it may 
be yet a Queſtion where to lay the Blame ; whether upon the 
young Princes forcing their Father by a continu'd Courſe of 
Proyocations to ſo implacable a Diſpleaſure, or to the Hard- 
neſs of the King's Heart; and fo infatiable a Thirſt of Glo- 
ry, and abſolute Power, as not to bear any Competition, 
Or ſhall we rather trypntc it to the irreſiſtable Power of For- 
tune, which no humane Wiſdom can pretend to controul ? 
For my own Part, I am fully perſwaded that all humane Ac- 
tions are determin'd into a neceſſary Train of Conſequences ; 
and that providential Power we commonly call Fate, which 
orders every Thing we do; though not without aſcribing 
ſomewhat toour own Endeavonrs, and the Freedom of ſearch- 
, Ing into the Cauſes of the Variety of our Actions: But this 
is a deep Point, and we ſhall only touch upon it; the Sub- 
Jett being handled more at Jarge in the Books of our Laws : 
But now for the two firſt Motives, as to what concerns the 
Sons; they might perhaps in their Heat of Blood, be too bold 
and imperious; over. da ſy to entertain illReporisof their Father, 


and 


Book XVI. Jzewisn AnTIQUI TIES, 71055 


and partial Judges of his Life and Practice; ſpitefully ſu- 
ſpicious; intemperate in their Diſcourſes, and. ſo laying 
themſelves open to Spies and Informers that ſought for 
Matter againſt them to work upon. But-then..on the o- 
ther Hand, what could be more ſcandalous and unpardon- 
able, then for Herod, without any Proof, or Conviction, 
of a treaſonous Deſign; or ſo much as the Preſumption 
of any ſuch Contrivance, to indulge an impotent Paſſion 
in the putting of his qQwn. Sons to Death: Perſons fo 
excellent at all Points for their Bodies and Minds; all 
Manner of Exerciſes, for Sports as well as War; their 
Skill in Letters, and the like; Alexander, the Elder, eſpe- 
cially, If nothing leſs then a Condemnation would con- 
tent him, why were they not rather Impriſon'd, or Ba- 
niſh'd? There would have been no Fear of Treachery un- 
der thoſe Circumſtances; and as little of any open Force 
either, under the Patronage of the Power of Rome. Now 
the taking away their Lives thus in ſfich a Hurry, to grati- 
fy ah ungovernable Phrenzy, what was it but an Inſtance of 
an impious and a tyrannical Outrage; and at ſuch an Age 
too as addmitted no Plea of Ignorance, or want of Experi- 
ence. Neither does the Delay in putting it off thus long, 
make it one Jot the more exculable ; for the Deliberation 
aggravates the Crime; and it would in ſome Degree have 
extenuated the Horror of the Wickedneſs, if it had but been 
committed in hot Blood; or upon. the Surprize of ſome en- 
flaming Provocation. But to meditate and conſider fo long 
upon ſo daring an Affront to God and Nature, and at laſt to 
go through with it, nothing but a barbarous and an aban- 
don'd Profligate could ever have done it. But he hv'd to 
make this, and the remaining Part of his Life all of a Piece; 
for he ſpar'd none of the reſt of his Relations, though never 
ſo dear to him. They were the leſs to be pity'd, *tis true, be- 
caule they periſh'd defervedly ; but his Cruelty was never 
the leſs however, as will be ſeen further in what follows. 
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CHAP. I. 


Do Death of the Sons leads to the Murder of the Father. 
Alntipater ani verſally Flated, Herod had the Name, 
but Antipater the Power. Antipater ichs at nothing. 
i e pretends to Salome, and ſhe Countermines him, 
We Salome in Love with Syllzus. Herod forces her 10 
I marry Alexas. He ſends Glaphyra back to her Father, 
_ #/hom Herod Favours, Antipater Hates. The Feo- 
ple's Tenderneſs for the Princeſs was a Heart break 
to Antipater. Herod diſſolves certain Contracts. 


" A MNiipater had now made a large Step toward the com- 
A paſſing of his impious Deſign upon the Life of his 

Father, in the Abominable Murder of his Brothers ; 
dat bis Ambition ſpurring him on, Things did not yet ad- 
Vance ſo faſt as he would have had them: for there were 
other Obſtacles yet in the Way. After this Remove, there 
was no Body left, tis true, betwixt him and Home. So that 
there was no longer any Fear or Danger of Competitors ; ya 
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| he had yet a greater Difficulty to encounter, before he could 
gain his Point. That is to ſay; the mortal Hatred of the Peo- . 
ple, and (what he dreaded more then all the reſt) that of 
the Soldiery; the only Safeguard and Support of Princes a- 
gainſt Factions and Tumults, Theſe Miſchiefs he drew up- 
on his own Head, fooliſhly, as well as wickedly, by the De- 
ſtruction of the Princes; for if the Exerciſe of Power would 
have tempted him, it was effectually Antipater that govern'd 
at that Time, though Herod fat upon the Throne, and eve- 
ry Thing was committed to his Menage : Nay the very 
Crime. that he deſerv'd to die for, paſs'd for an Inſtance of 
his AﬀeCtion and Reſpect; as if he had only conſulted the 
Safety and Preſervation of the King in the Death of the Prin- 
ces : Whereas he gratify'd his Averſion to the Father in what 
he did, as well as to the Sons; and ſuch was his peſtilent. 
Malice, that he deteſted them even for their Father's Sake. 
It was his Bus'neſs, in ſhort, not to live one Soul alive that. 
could either give Evidence of his Treaſon, or oppoſe him in 
the Execution of it, or that might be in Condition to pros: 
tect Herod againſt him. But the Project being now a-foot, 
he was upon his uttermoſt Peril to go thorough with it. He 
look'd upon the Government as his own, 'tis true, after the 
Death of Herod ; but then Delays he thought might be ha- 
zardous, for if he ſhould come, betwixt this and that to be 
detected to his Father, it would be his undoing for ever: 
W herefore, he ſpared for no Coſt or Pains, to gain the Good-. 
Will of his Father's Friends by all the courtly Ways of ci- 
vil Offices, and magnificent Preſents that are uſual in thoſe 
Caſes: even to the Degree of overcoming Unkindneſſes with 
Benefits: His Friends at Rome eſpecially, and in the firſt 
Place, Saturninus the Governour of Syria, with his Brother.“ 
He was not without Hope neither of bringing-over Salome 
to his Intereſt, the Wite of a particular Friend, and Confi-. 
dent, of Herod's. Now Antipater was a Man of Addreſs, and 
none better {kill'd perhaps in the Ways and Arts of obliging; 
beſide that for a fair Outſide to diſguiſe a falſe Heart, no Man 
upon Earth was beyond him: Bur Salome, his Aunt, that 
ſaw thorough him all this while, was not to be impos'd upon; 
but, countermining him with Trick for Trick, kept a watch- 
fal Eye upon him through all his Diſguiſes : though he had 
fo order'd it, that her Daughter the Widow of Ari/tsbulus. 
was marry'd to his Uncle, by the Mother's Side, and the other 
Daughter to Callœas. But neither the one Affinity, northe other, 
was ſufficient, either to cover the Wickedneſs of his Intent, 
or to extinguiſh the Odium he had moſt juſtly incurr'd. Sa- 
\ - i lome 
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N lar herſelf was all. this while up to the Ears in Love with 
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ere but Herod, with the Aſſiſtance of the Empreſs Ju- 
put her upon marrying ;4lexas; the Empreſs charging 


her not to oppoſe it upon any Terms, unleſs the had a Mind 


to break with her Brother for ever, who had bound-up him- 
ſelf with a ſolemn Oath, never to own her for his Siſter, 
after ſuch a Refuſal. Salome could not ſay but it was whole- 
ſora Counſel, and fo yielded to the Match. 4; 
Herod, at the fame Time, ſent away Glaphyra, the Widow of 
his Son Alexander, and the Daughter of Archelaus, King of Cape 
padocia, back to her Father again, together with the Portion 
he had in Marriage with her, that there might be no further 


Gauſe of Controverſy ; and, upon the whole Matter, he took 


great Gare for the Education of his Grand-Children. Alexan- 
der had to Sons by Glaphyra ; and Ariſtobulus, by Berenice, 
the Daughter of Salome, had three Sons, and tuo Daughters. 
Herod would be now and then ſpeaking kindly of theſe Chil- 
dren to his Friends, deploting the Misfortune of his Sons, 
and putting up Ejaculations to God, to preſerve their Chil- 
dren from the like Galamity, and that they might.growup in 
Grace, as well as in Years, and live to acknowledge their 
Obligations to their Parents. He deſign'd the Daughter of his 
Brother Pheroras for Wife to the eldeſt Son of Alexunder and 
the Daughter of Autipater to the eideſt Son of Ariſtobulus ; and 


to the Son of Antipater, one of Ariſtobulus's Daughters: The 


other Daughter to his Son Heroad, that he had by the Daughter 
of the High - Prieſt, for Polygamy is among us allowable, The 
principal Deſign the King had in theſe Alliances, was in 
Pity-to the Orphans, to oblige Autipater by this Athnity, to 


treat them with the greater Tenderneſs, But when all was 


done, he had juſt as much Kindneſs afterward for the Chil- 
dren, as he had for their Fathers before; and Fercd's Com- 
miſeration was ſo far from ſoftening Antipater, that on the 


_ contrary it made him fierce and. jealous ; and the more the 


King favour'd them on the one Hand, the more Anutipater ha- 
ted them on the other, for Fear of an Aſter- Game; when they 
fhouldcome to ſet up for themſelves : Eſpecially with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Archelans and Pheroras the Tetrarch, whole Son at 
that Time ſtood fair to marry one of the Daughters. It was 
another Heart-breaking Vexation to him, to ſee the Compaſſi 
on the People had for the Caſe and Memory of the unfortu- 
nate Princes; and with what Deteſtation they look'd upon 
the Contrivers of their Ruin; waiting all this while over and 
above, for an Opportunity of expoſing Antipater for the mali- 
eious Practice againſt his Brethren, And it vex'd him ta _ 
4; 9% | Sou 
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Soul again, to think, according to the preſent State of Mat- 
ters, how fair his Nephews ſtood to put- in for Shares in the 
Government; and no Way to ſecure himſelf but by prevail- 
ing with Hered to diſſolve the 54 iy Contracts; which, 
with much Importunity, he obtained, and got the Promiſe 
of the Daughter of Ariſtobulus for himſelf; and for his Son, 
the Daughter of Pheroras, whereupon the former Marriage- 
Agreements were all made void. e 
Herod had now nine Wives ; the firſt, was the Mother of 
Antipater ; the ſecond, the Daughter of Simon the High-Prieft, 
by whom he had a Son whom he call'd by his own Name. 
The third was the Daughter of his Brother; and the fourth 
his Couſin German, by which two he had no Iſſue. The ih, 
a Samaritan, by whom he had two Sons, Antipas and Arche- 
laus, and one Daughter call'd Olympias, which was afterwards 
marry:d to 79/zph the King's Kinſman. Archelaus and An- 
tipas were brought up at Nome by a particular Friend. His 
ſixth Wiſe was Cleopatra, of Jeruſalem, by whom he had He- 
rod, and Philip, which Philip was alſo bred-up at Rome. The 
Name of his ſeventh Wife was Ballas, by whom he had Pha- 
ſacl. His eighth was Phedra; and the ninth, Elpis, by whom 
he had two Daughters, Roxana, and Salome. As to his two 
Daughters, the Siſters of Alexander and Ariſgobulus, by Ma- 
riamne, (thoſe that Pheroras refus'd in Marriage) he mar- 
ry'd one of them to Antipater, the Son of his Siſter Salome: 
and the other (as we have faid already) to the Son of his 
Brother Phaſael and let this ſuffice for the Family of Herod. 


— 
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Zamaris, a Jew, plants in Syria. Herod invites him to 
Bathanza. Herod /2cures the Jews im their Profeſſi- 
on and Liberties, Philip levys ſome ſmall Taxes. 
Zamaris dies. Jacymus dies; and leaves bis Son Phi- 

lip, General of bis Army. 


Erod was now at Work to make all ſafe againſt the ra- 

= chomtes ; and to that End he reſolv'd upou the building 
of a large ſpacious Village in the Middie of the Country : 
and a ſtrong Garriſon in it, that might ſerve both to ſecure 
that Quarter from Inroads, and upon any Occa{zon, to {gily- 
out upon the Enemy, While Herod had this Frojeft in Eis 
| | | Head, 
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Head, ſome Body happen'd to tell him of a certain Jew that 
came out of Babylon with five Hundred Horſe-men, with 
Bows and Arrows, and near a fifth Part of them of his own 
Relations: And that with theſe Troops, he paſſed the Eu- 
phrates to plant himſelf about Daphne in Syria, where Sa- 
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turninus the Governour gave him a Caſtle called Valatha, 


not far from Antioch, for his Habitation. Herod, upon this 


Intelligence, ſent an Invitation to the Few, and all his Peo- 


ple to come over to him, with a Promiſe of Lands, and o- 


ther Conveniencies in the Territory of Batanea upon the 


Borders of Trachonitis, with Privileges of Exemption from 
.all Duties and Tributes, for the Lands as well as for the Men, 
and a Commiſſion only to defend that Quarter againſt the In- 
curſions of Vagabonds and Robbers. Zamaris the Babylonian 
was well enough pleas'd with the Conditions; accepted the 
Offer, and built Forts upon the Ground that was alloted 
him, together with a Town that he call'd by the Name of 
Bathyra ; and in this Poſt, he did not only protect the In- 
habitants againſt the Free-Booters ; but ſeaur'd the eus allo 


in their Proceſſions from Babylsn to Jeruſalem, according 
to the Duty and Practice of their Profeſſion. | 
Upon this Proviſion, there join'd with him vaſt Numbers 


of ſich of the cus as made a Conſcience of the Laws and 
Religion of their Forefathers, peopling the Country to Ad- 
miration for the Sake of the Advantages and Immunities a- 
bove mentioned, which they enjoy'd quietly, and without 


any Controverſy, during Herod's Reign : But Philip indeed 


that ſucceeded him, charg'd them with ſome ſmall Impoſi- 


tions; but they did not laſt long. Agrippa the Great, and 
his Son after him, of the ſame Name, burden'd them with 
heavy Taxes, tis true, and ſo did the Romans after them; 
but ſtill their Perſons were left at Liberty, of which we ſhall 
ſay more hereafter. As for Zamaris the Babylonian, that 
Herod put into the Poſſeſſion of this Command, after a long, 


and a virtuous Life, he left Children behind him, that inhe- 
rited the honourable Qualities of their Father. And among 


others, there was Zacymus a Cavalier that had the Reputati- 
on of a Man of his Hands, and no Man braver; and one 
that had ſerv'd the Kings of Babylon in their Guards. This 
Facymus dy'd at a great Ape, and left behind him a Son, 


Philip; who for his exemplary Valour and Probity, was in 


ſuch Eſteem with King Agrippa, that he made him General 


of his Army. 
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CHAP, III. 


The Government lodg'd in Antipater. Pheroras Bates, 
but Aatters the Women; who are all of a Piece. The 
Conlpirators cautious. Salome diſcovers all. The 
Women take Part with the Phariſees; who refuſes 

the Oath of Allegiance. A Fine ſet upon the Phari- 
ſees ; and Pheroras's Wife pays it. Bagoas and other 
Phariſees put to Death. An Information againſt the 
Wife of Pheroras. Pheroras refuſes to part with bis 
Wife, Antipater and his Mother forbid coming toge- 
ther. | 3 


Hile Herod's Affairs were in this Poſture, as above, and 
himſelf poſſeſs'd with ſuch a Confidence of the Faith, 
Zeal, and Affection of his Son; the Menage and Authority 
of the whole Government was effectually lodg'd with Antipa- 
ter, which Truſt, however, he did moſt abominably abule ; 
but daubing over the Foulneſs of his Hypocriſy with ſuch 
ſpecious, and artificial Pretences, that all paſs'd with his 
Father for Truth, and good Faith, in every Word he ſaid : 
So that in Effect he was not leſs dangerous for his Craft, then 
for his Power. But none ſo great in Appearance, after all, 
as He and Pheroras ; the latter being circumvented, and . 
drawn into the Snare by the Women that were in the Faction 
with the other. For Pheroras durſt not diſoblige, either his 
Wife; his Mother-in-law, or his Siſter; though in his Heart 
he hated them all mortally, for the Indignities they had pat 
upon his Virgin Daughters. But theſe were not Things to 
break upon, with People ſo neceſſary to the main Bus'neſs, 
aud privy, over and above, to ſo many dangerous Secrets, 
and conſequently one to another: Beſide that Antipater was 
inward with them to the higheſt Degree, both upon his own , 
Account, and his Mother's ; for theſe four Women were all 
of a Piece. But Pheroras and Antipater would be peeviſh 
one with another yet for Trifles : That is to fay, at the In- 
ſtigation of Saleme that blew the Coal betwixt them, and 
was ſo particularly inform'd in the whole Train of the Deſign 
from End to End, that ſhe was juſt upon the Brink of diſco» 
vering the Conſpiracy to Herod himſelf. Now the Compli- 
ces finding their Cabals wateh'd, and 6b/2rv'd ; their Correſpon- 
dency. ſuſpected of My/lery and intrigue ; and themſelves under 
| the 
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the ** andDiſleaſare of the King ; they laid their Heads 
together, and came toa Reſolytion, not to meet ſo Publickly 
for the Time to come, but to.pretend Janglings, and Fallings- 
out, and be talking one againft another {till ; eſpecially 

when either Herm himſelf, or any Body elſe that would of 
ſure to tell him again, was in Hearing: But for the League, 
and Confidence: that was to go-on ſtill in private, and at this 
rate they menag'd. Now Salome ſaw through the Juggle 
from Point to Point ; tracing every Step of it from the firſt 


2 Contrivance, quite through the whole Conduct of it; aud fi- 


'nally, to the Execution itſelf: and ſtill as ſhe pickt- up any 


Thing to enflame the Miſunderſtanding, away ſhe went with © 
it to her Brother, with Additions : As ſhe would be telling 


him every Foot, of the clo/5 Iutelligence they held, their ſecret 
Confultations, and how much it concern'd him to look well 
about him betimes, for no leſs then his Life was at Stake, 
As for their Brawls, and their big Words againſt one another 
'before Company, that was all but a Blind, ſhe ſaid ; for they 
were very good Friends when they were alone; but Ene- 
mies undoubtedly to all thoſe, to whom ſhe would have that 
Exigdſhip carry'd as a Secret. She made the beſt, in fine, of 
herMiſcoveries, and all went to her Brother in Courſe, who, 
Lime, had gotten ſome Inkling of the Matter; but 
i Thoughts to himſelf a while without taking all for 


This Set of Women were mightily devoted to a certain Set 


among the Jews that valu'd themſelves upon their legal Righ- 


Zeonſneſ5, and an Oftentation of being holyer then their Neigh- 


*bours. Theſe People had the Name of Phariſees ; an arrogant; 


crafty Sort of Men, that in the Pride and Vanity of their 
Hearts, make no Conſcience of affronting Kings, and tram- 
pling Royal Authority under their Feet. As for Inſtance, 
When the whole Nation of the Fews were call'd upon to 


wear Allegiance to the King, and to Cæſur, theſe were the 


only Refuſers, to the Number of above ſeven Thouſand: And 
being condemn'd afterwards in a Sum of Money for this Re- 
fuſal, the Wife of Pheroras laid down the Fine. Theſe People 


having gotten to themſelves the Reputation of the Spirit of 


Prophecy, and the f. pecial Direction and Aſſiſtance of divine 
Revelation, gave it out in requital for the good Office of pay- 
ing the Fine, that God had determin'd the transferring of 
the Kingdom from Herd and his Line, to the Princeſſes, "and 
her Huſband, Pherorus, and their Iſſue. Salome gave the King 


notice of this, and of the Oy, and Corruption that had 
| been 


granted that his Siſter told him, whom he knew to be ill- na- 
-rur'd enough to make the worſt of every Thing. 
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been practic'd at Court in Favour of this Intereſt,” Upon a 
ſtrict Search and Enquiry, there were ſeveral of the Phari- 
fees taken-up, and put to Death, as the principal Authors 
of this ſeditious Preſage ; and among others there was Bago- 
4, the Eunuch, and Herod's Minion, Carus; a Youth that 
he doted upon for the Charms of his Perſon and Beauty: Be- 
Aide ſeveral others in his own Family that were convicted of 
the Conſpiracy, upon the Proof and Teſtimony of the Pha- 
riſees themſelves : who held Bagoas in Hand, that he was to 
be celebrated as the Parent, and the Benefactor of the Prince 
that was deſign'd for the Throne; for every Thing ſhould 
ſucceed well to the new King, and the Government be eſta- 
bliſh'd to his Family in a legitimate Iſſue. | 
Soon after the Trial, Conviction, and Execution of the Phari- 
+ fees, Herod call'd a Council of his Friends, and exhibited an 
Accuſation againſt the Wife of Pheroras ; alledging, That it 
* was by her Counſel and Advice, that his Brother ſo con- 
* temptuoully rejected the Tender of the Royal Virgins to 
% him in Marriage, and that ſhe had, moſt unnaturally, and 
«© againſt all Law, fomented a Fewd betwixt Brethren tq the 
f uttermoſt of her Power, as well in Deeds, as in Words: 
4 That ſhe herſelf had ſided with the rebellious and contu- 
* macious Phariſees, in caſing them of the Fine that he him- 
« ſelf had impos'd upon them: and, in ſhort, that ſhe was 
* guilty, more or leſs, of the whole Conſpiracy, And 
therefore Pheroras ſhould do well, he thought, to caſt-off 
; % that lewd Woman of himſelf, that had done ſuch Diabo- 
- c lical Offices betwixt ſo near Relations, Without waiting 
- to be courted to it: Eſpecially conſidering the Cafe to be 
5 * now come to this Point, that either Pheroras muſt diſown 
C 


ce that Woman for his Wife, or never expect to be own'd 


4 * 


* 


by Jlerod for his Brother.“ | 
Theſe paſſionate Expreſſions of Herod could not but touch 


7 

0 Pheroras to the Quick, but yet with a ſaving to all the Duty 
S and Reſpect that he ought, both to a Prince, and to a Brother x 
d he made a publick Proteſtation, that nothinp in the World 
a ſhould ever make him renounce his dear Wife, and that he 
e would rather die than live without her. Herd ſufficiently 
f reſented this Indignity ; but kept his Anger to himſelf, on- 
e ily forbidding Antipater and his Mother any Communication 
7 with Pheroras, and barring the Court Ladies the Freedom of 
of their uſual Converſations. They all promis'd that they would 
d obſerve the King's Orders, but nevertheleſs kept up by Stealth 
1g their private Entertainments; Pheroras and Autipater, eſpeci- 


ad ally. People talk'd at that Time of an Amour betwixt Antipa- 
en Uuu ter, 
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ter, and the Wife of Pheroras, and that the Mother of Au- 
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Antipaterwneaſy. He gets himſelf ſent for to Rome. 
* Herod ſends bim with Preſents, and his laſt Will 
* and Teſtament. Syllæus charg'd with Treaion, and 
to he try'd at Rome, . | 


| A Niipater began now to be uneaſy under the ill Humour 
and jealouty of Herod ; and not knowing where it might 
fall next, he wrote to his Friends at Rome, to get him ſent 
for in all Haſte to wait upon Avguſtus. This was done, and 
Herod ſent away Antiputer with rich Preſents, and with his 
laſt Will and Teſtament ; wherein he declar'd Antipater his 
ucceſſor; or in caſe of his Deceaſe, his Son Herod that he 
ad by the Daughter of the High-Prieſt. | 
At the ſame Time Syllæus the Arabian went alſo to Rome 
not having performed, it ſeems, what Cæſar had order“ 
him. Antipater charged him there before Juguſtus, in like 
manner as Nicolaus had done before. Aretas accuſed him 
fo, for having put ſeveral Men of Honour to Death at Pe- 
tra, contrary to his Will and Order, and among others So- 
tmus, a Man upon all Accounts eminent for his Virtue: And 
ſo likewiſe Fabatus, a Servant of Czſar's. The Bus'neſs was 
this. There was a certain Cerinihian in Herod's Guards, 
that the King very much confided in. Syllæus treated with 
this Man for a Sum of Money to kill the King, and proceeded 
ſo far with him, that the Thing was agreed upon. Fabatus 
had this Account from the Moyth of Sy//&zs, and forthwith 
went away with it to the King. The Corinthian Was: pre- 
ſently put to. the 2:e/7i5n, who upon particular Sctutiny, 
acknowledg'd the Dcfign, and brought two Arabians alſo in- x 
to the Plot; the one of them a Perſon of great Quality; A 
and the other, a ſingular Friend of Syllæus, who being likes | 
wile put to the Torture, confeſs'd that they came thither on 
Purpoſe to preſs the Corinthian to the Execution of what he 
had undertaken, and to aſlift him alſo in the Exploit, it 
there ſhould be Occaſion. The Infermations were ſent by 
Herod to Saturninus, and by him to Kame, where the Caule 
Was to be heard and decided. 
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CHAP._V. 
Pheroras ſent to his Government ; who fivears never 2 
return, during Herod's Life. Herod falls ſick, and 


ſends for Pheroras : who excuſes himſelf upon bis Oath, 
Pͤnheroras falls ſick and dies. 


— 


W Hen Herod ſaw that Phercras ſtood fo firm to the Ten- 

YY derneſs he had for his Wife, he fent him back to his 
Government, and away he went very willingly, with an 
Oath never to return again during the Life of Herod ; and 
he was as good as his Word; for the King ſoon after falling 
ſick, - and he himſelf being call'd upon to give him a Viſit, 
and receive ſome ſecret Orders from him before he dy'd, 
Pheroras excus'd himſelf that he was under an Oath, and. 
durſt not break it; but Herod lov'd his Brother ſtilt as well 
as ever he did, and without following his Example, Ph4erc- 
ras himſelf falling //ck ſoon after, Herod, of his own Ac- 
cord, made him a Viſit. This Diſtemper carry'd him off, 
and the King took Order for the tranſportiag of his Body to 
Feruſalem, where it was honourably interr'd. This Cala» 
mity was the Forerunner of great Miſchiefs to Autipater, 
though at preſent at Rome,; for Divine Juſtice call'd him af- 
terward to an Account for the Blocd of his Brothers, I ſhall 
now give the Story of it at length, and in Order; for an 
exeraplary Caſe to Mankind, and for a Caution to Poſteri- 
ty, to govern themſelves in all Contingencies, by the Mea- 
fures of Equity and Virtue. | 


— cc. 


EH AP. 
An Enquiry about the Death of Pheroras. A Poiſon 
brought him by a Confident of Syllæus's Miſtreſs. The 


n 8" Si/ter and Mother of Pheroras's Mife fetch it. Several 
he Women tortur'd about it. The Mother of Antipater 
if charg' d with it, and the Practice proy'd. Doris ſtripe 
by of ner Jewels, and baniſh'd. Anti pater in a Plot to 
116 poiſon the King. Pheroras's Mido diſcovers all, 


Pnherxoras's laſt Words in diſcharge of his Conſcience, 
p. More Hiineges examin'd. Herod turns-off one of his 
Vuu 2 =—_ 


LY 


— 
— abt. 7 


— 


— * — K r = => 
—— r "aki VI IN — — — 1 — 
— — _—_ _ 5 _ by 5 =_ * — ha „ — — — — l 
r — — om A r * . — 4 ad - hes - - N 33 = ITT = 
- — — r _ \ —_— =_ \ 
: > —— CJ. _ - — — . I -” * * = = \ — — —üöU 1 
— — — 2 — — — — = — = - — — — - — — «> = — — — == a 
L l ye , — — — — — — . —— CT. —.— EF \ . — = - 
2 by, * 2 — — — — wad — — py Y A _—_ 2 W . - = 
6 _ . — > — — —2 — * ® y =_ 
2 — - . — — _ - — =_ — 3 FR 
. * — . o " * 27> A 2 — — 1 9 — — — — » "EIN . _ 
. La”, . — —— - 2 7 , r bury p_ — — - — — —— — - 8 
4 2 — —. wk TIE - 6 r * oe ee RE. * — _ — : 2 — - 
o A 2 e | | — — "on. woe 2 Be = — 5 n * " = 1 ** 1 3 — — 2 . — — — 
F 2 \ * 28 22 * Ee ys 82 - 1 * " . 4 — — * * - — 0 5. wy ODS 2 r 4 — - — - -_ 
A * A g 2 N - * —— -- 2 — a . P 5 . — 
t 0 ay : 2 "4 7 3; * ade ”P <2 * Pa N * * 3 5 * a — - — — — = —— — 8 ay 
WA 6 ; b X 7 G 1 > N = F 9 . * . p — 25 — — —— _ 8 l 
s N Lv 1 — 0 is * 2 : F * p 
3 Ly 7 3 3 is oe "5 INI « 
4 2 . "T% * Woah ne be 7 — * * =. 


1028 | Jawisn Anriqguirdss. 4 Den a" 
tr FFIVES.. Bath) lus brings. Poiſon ron Rome f An- 


tipater's Alber and Pheroras. 
f * Pn Dy 


| pores 515 g1 now dead, two of his 1 that 


he loved extremely. were very earneſt with Herod for a 
Aris Enquiry to be made how their Maſter came to that mi- 
ſerable End; and that in Cafe it ſhenld be found a Practice, 
his Death might not paſs unreveng d. They inform'd Herod, 


(who laid a great Streſs upon every Word they ſaid) that the 
Night their Maſter was taken ill, he ſupp'd with his Wie, 


when e he had an odd Kind of nringled Drink, given him, that 
ſtruck him to the Heart upon the very taking 'of it down. This, 
was brought him by an Arabian Woman, under the Name of a 
Love-Potion, but in Truth, a mortal Poiſon, as the Women of 
that Country are the beſt at it in the World. The Woman 
they charg'd it upon, was found to be an intimate Friend and 
Acquaintance of Sy//zus's Mitre, the Mother and Siſter of 
Pheroras's Wiſe, the Perſons that went to her for the Poiſon; 
and that they came back together, the Day before the admi- 
niſtring of this deadly Draught. The King was ſo tranſport- 
ed upon the hearing of'this Story, that he preſently order'd. 
ſeveral of the Women to be put to the Torture, Free, as well as 
Staves. They ſtood mute a long Time; but one of them 


at laſt, in the Horror of her Pain, burſt-out into this Excla- 
mation. Ah! ſays the, that the Mother of Antipater were in 
my Place now! for that lewd Woman has been the Cauſe of all our 


Miſery. This Diſcovery put Herod upon a Reſolution to ex- 


+ tort our of them every Particular of the Jutrigue, and ſo to run 
thorough the whole Hiſtory of the Menage from Point toPoint: 
As all their ſecret Meetings, Collations, cloſe Conſultations 


and Cabals ; ſeveral occaſional Diſcourſes that paſs'd betwixt 
Herod and Antipater, were made common Talk among the Wo- 
men, even to the very Talent that was given to keep Things 
from the Knowledge of Pheroras. The Women Witneſſes further 
enlarged upon the Hatred he had for his Father, and how he 
would be often com plaining to his Mother, that he thaught the 
o!d Fellow world never die; when yet at the ſame Time, he 
was ſo far in Years himſelf, that if the Government had 
dropt into his Month, he could hardly have reliſh'd it ; be- 
fide ſo many Sons, and Grand-Children in View, that he had 
2 very uncertain Proſpe& of the Succeſſion : Nay, and, as 
Natters ſtood at preſent, the Kingdom was to deſcend to his 
Brother, not to his Sen, in Caic he himſelf ſhould be taken 
ont of the Way. The Witneſſes fpake further to his common 
Practice of inveighin g egelnſt his Father for his Cruelty and 

Barbarity 
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Barbarity to his own Sons; inſomuch that he himſelf was 
forc'd away to Rome, and Pheroras to his Government to 
get out of his Reach, | Ef 
This was alſo conſonant to what his Siſter had formerly 
told him, that without the Ceremony of any further Doubt or 
Deliberation, Doris the Mother of Antipater was as good as 
Convict of a moſt malicious Part in the Treaſen, and imme- 
diately ſtript of all her Jewels to the Value of many Talents, 
and expell'd the Palace: But for the Women of Phergras's. 
Family, the King was gentler to them, for the Sake of their 
Information. There was Matter abundantly againſt Antipa- 
ter; but the moſt provoking and unpardonable Article f his 
Accuſation, was drawn from the Confeſſion of Antipater the 
Samaritan, an Officer in a Place of Truſt under the other An- 
tipater : who, among ether Things declared, that his Maſter - 
had put a mortal Pain into the Hands of Pheroras for the 
King to take in his Abſence, when the Work might be done 
with the leſs Suſpicion. This Poiſon, he ſaid, was brought 
out of Egypt by Antiphilus a Friend of Autipater, whoſe Uncle 
 Theudion the Brother of his Mother Deris ſent it to Pheroras, 
Who gave it to his Wife to keep. Herod, upon this, took the 
Woman into Examination, who confeſs'd ſhe had it; and mak- 
ing a Shew as if ſhe went to fetch it, ſhe caſt herſelf down 
from one of the Palace-Galleries into the Court ; but falling 
upon her Feet,' the Bruiſe was not mortal, So ſoon as ſhe 
came to herſelf again, the King promis'd both her, and her 
Family their Pardon, upon Condition that they declar'd the 
whole Truth; with Menaces of the uttermoſt Rigour of Ter- 
ents, if either by Obſtinacy, or otherwiſe, they {honld con- 
ceal any Part of the Deſign. Upon this, Pheroras's Widow 
bound herſelf by a Solemn Oath to tell the whole Matter of 
Fact without any Reſerve; and moſt People were of Opinion, 
that ſhe dealt clearly in her Story. © That Poiſon, /ays ſhe, 


3 « was brought by Antiphilus out of ÆMgypt, and prepar'd by a 
: * Brother of his, that was a Phyſician there. Antipater bought 
p 5 1t for the Deſign againſt your Majeſty. Thexdion brought 
- it to Pheroras, who deliver'd it to me. My Huſband after- 
| « ward falling ſick, had ſo pious and paſſionate a Senſe of 
. * your generous Friendſhip, in the charitable Viſit you were 
d % pleaſed to make him, that he call'd me to him, and teld 
8 me: Wife, /ays he, here's Antipater has inveigled me 
is L into a moſt unnatural Plot for the poiſoning, both my 
n * Brother, and his Father; ſo that in the Senſe I have of 
n the Steadineſs of the King's Affection to me; and of 
d * my own Condition as a dying Man, I am refolved, Ged 
* dS. „ | „Willing 
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„ willing, never to carry into another World with me, the 
e Guilt and Infamy of ſo baſe a Conſpiracy ; Wherefore let 
the Poiſon be immediately brought up and thrown into the 
Fire before. my Face: Upon which Words, (ſays fhe) 1 
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+ fetcht it preſently, and threw it into the Fire, as he had 
« order'd me; ſaving only a very ſmall Remainder of it that 
<< J kept for my own Uſe, in Caſe it ſhould be my Lot after 
« the Death of my Huſband to be put to Extremities my- 
« ſelf,” With theſe Words, .ſhe took-out the Poiſon that 
was left, with the Box it was in, and produced them both 
in the Court, In the next Place, the Mother of Antiphilus, 
and another Brother of his, were both put to the Que/tion, 
and confirmed the ſame Thing over again, with Evidence 
to the very Box it/elf. There was an Accuſation exhibited 
alſo againſt one of the King's Wives, the Daughter of the 
High-Prieſt ; but they got nothing out of her; Herod, how- 
ever, caſt her off, and ſtruck her Son of his own Name out 
of his Will, whom he deſign'd his Succeſſor, if Antipater had 
dy'd before him, He depoſed Simon alſo, his Father-in-law, 
and the Son of Boethus, from the Pontificat, and promoted 
 Matihias of Jeruſalem, the Son of Theophilus, in his Stead. 
- Jathis Interim, Bathyllus, one of Autipater's Freemen came 
from Rome, and being put to the Torture, confeſs'd that he 
brought Poiſon for Antipater's Mother, and Pheroras, with an 
Intent, that if one fail'd, they might try the other. There 


came at the ſame Time certain Letters from Rome to Zerod ; 


but of Antipater's Direction and Contrivance; and menag'd | kee- 


wife by his Friends; who in Preſents and Gratifications were 
well paid for their Pains. 


Theſe Letters inſiſted much upon 
the Liberties that {rchelgus and Philip took at every Turn, to 


talk fo ſcandalouſty of Herod for the Murder of Alexander and 


Ariſtobulus, and of the Compaſlion they had for the poor in- 
 wocent Brothers; ſuggeſting allo, that they themſelves were now 
call'd back again only to be treated after the ſame Manner. 
with thoſe that went before them. This was all 4ntipater's. 
- Menage from one End to the other, and not without fair Let- 
ters to Herod of his on too, over and above, for the better. 


Colour of the Bus'neſs. They were hot young Men, he ſaid, 


and the more excuſable, though perhaps not ſo temperate. 
and reſpectful in their Words, as they might have been; with 
a great Deal more of ſuch Stuff to the ſame Purpoſe. The Con- 


-troverſy went on all this while with Sy//zzs and Antipater 


had made as many Friends at Court as the Expence of three 


Hundred Talents, in Presents, and Gallantries, could procure 
him. It was a ſtrange Thing now, that in ſeven Months Time, 


- "(for 


* 
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(for ſo long had this Scrutiny been a. ſoot) Antipater ſhould 

ever get the leaſt Inkling of the Matter ; but what with 
the Watches and Guards that beſet the Paſſages, and the u- 
iverſal Malice of the People to Antipater, there was not à 
Can to be found that would run any Riſk for the inform- 


F A 


AF. MI. 


erod's Letters fo Antipater. The News of Pheroras's 
Death. Antipater goes to Sebaſte; where be is re- 
ceived with Curſes inſtead of Acclamations. Quinnilt- 
us Varus in Council with Herod at Jeruſalem. Anti- 
pater comes in his Robes to the Palace-Gates, where 
himſelf is admitted, aud his Followers kept out. An- 
tipater charg*d with Fratricide and Treaſon ; to be 
try'd next Day, and Varus bis Judge. Salome, the 
Witaeſſes and Diſcoverers, all produced. Herod's 
Aggravation. Antipater's Defence ; who offers him- 
ſelf to the Torture, Nicolaus of Damaſcus menages 
the Cauſe ; adviſing Varus to do Juſtice. Antipater 
accuſed for dealing with Wizzards. His Character 
and Hypocriſy. An Experiment of the Poiſon, An- 
tipater made a Priſoner, Letters mtercepted from 
Antiphilus to An ipater. A Letter from Acme, Forg'd 
Letters. Acme @ Fenſioner to Antipater. Antipater 
names Antiphilus for a Conſpiraror. Herod ſends @ 
Staze of the Caſe to Rome, | 


| A Ntipater, having written to the King that he was upon ſet - 
5 ling his Affairs at Rome, and preparing for his Return; 
Herod adviſed him by all Means, in a fly temperate: Way of | 
Anſwer, to make what Haſte he could Homeward, for Fear 
any Thing ſhould fall-ont amiſs in his Abſence: and not one 
angry Word in his Letter, more then ſome {light Glances 
upon his Mother, which would be eaſily made up again when 
they came together. This was all carry'd with mighty Pro- 
feſſions of Candour and Friendſhip ; for if Anutipater had fan- 
'£y'd a Trick in't, and delay'd his Journey upon it, he did 
not know what Intereſt he might make at Rome toward the 
LE og 1 Vuu a Sup - 
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1 fopplanting of V in his Government. Theſe Letters 
wr” to #:tipater's Hand as he was upon the Way in Cilicia : N. 
wr for thoſe that brought him Tidings of the Death of Pheroras,. 
Ul He received them at Tarentum, and with a forrowful;Heart\ 
too, not for the Love of Pheroras, but for the — | 
; ment of poiſoning the King, which. he had undertaken for ＋ 
Upon his coming to Celenderis, a City of Cilicia, he had a 
Kind of a miſgiving upon him, that ſtagger'd him, whether 
he ſhould. go forward or no. The Scandal that lay upon 
his Mather ran in his Head ; and deliberating what to do, 
his Friends were divided upon the Queſtion. Some were 
for ſtepping aſide a while to ſee what would come of it; o- 
thers, for haſtning all he could Home again, making no 
> doubt at all but upon his Appearance he would clear himſelf 
to all Manner of Purpoſes ; for what Was it, even at preſent, 
but his being out of the Way that gave his Adverſaries ſo 
much Advantage over him, by Tales and Calumnies ! This 
Advice carry'd it: So that he continu'd his Courſe to Sebaſte, 
a Port that Herod had erected at an incredible Expence, in 
Honour of Auguſtus. By this Time, every Body read An- 
tipater's Fate; for he that at his Departure was follow'd) 
With Benedictions, Vows, and Acclamations, had not fo much 
as dne Creature now to take any Kind of Notice of him, or 
to bid him Welcome : But for Curſes and Imprecations, he 
had them in Abundance ; the People crying aloud to Hea- 
ven for Vengeance upon him for the Bloagd of his murder 
Brothers. 1 1 

Nuintilius Varus, the Succeſſor of Saturninus in the Go- 
vernment of Syria, happen'd to be now at Jeruſalem, and 
at this very Time in Counſel with Herod. While they were 
'1H fitting upon publick Bus'neſs, up comes Antipater in his 
_—_ ' Purple Robes, to the Palace-Gates, which were ſect open to 
44 him; but immediately ſhut again upon his Followers. This 
ſtruck him into ſuch a Damp (for he knew nothing as yet of the 
Matter) that he began now to think with himſelf whereabouts 
he was: Bur more eſpecially, juſt upon preſenting himſelf 
to his Father's Embrace, to be thrown off with Indignation, 
and with Reproaches of Fratricide, and Treaſon ; for theſe, 
they told him, were the Crimes would be charged upon him 
the Day following; and Varus there preſent to bg his Judge. 
This Surprize daunted him as if he had been Thunder-ſtruck ; 
ſo he went his Way, meeting his Mother and his Fife in his 
Paſſage... The latter was the Daughter of Antiganus, He- 
rod's Predeceſſor, and having conferr'd Notes with them 
upon the State of the Cauſe, he prepared tor his - W 
| | | 50 5 ext 
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Next Day there met a great Council ; Varus and Herod, 
Preſideuts, and their Friends about them. Salome the King's 
Siſter, was eited thither alſo, with others of their Relations. 
There was likewiſe the Diſcoverers of the Conſpiracy ; the 
Witneſſes that had been upon the Torture; and in the laſt. 
Place, ſome of the Domeſticks of the Mother of Antipater that 
had been taken- up a little before his Return from Rome, and 
Letters for him found about them to this Effect: Giving 
him Caution,“ That he ſhould not upon any Terms come 
© back; for the King knew all, and he had beſt have 
« Care how he fell into his Hands: concluding, in fine, 
c that he had no way in the World to come-off, but by caſt- 
« ing himſelf upon Caeſar's Clemency and Protection.“ Antipa- 
ter made it now his Requeſt to Herod, only to be admitted 
to his Defence, and not Cendemn'd Unheard, The King pre- 
ſently bad him Xi, and ſtand forth to take his Tryal. *' 

«I am (/ays Herod) an unfortunate Man to have been the 
“ Father of ſuch Children, and to fall at laſt in my old Age 
* now into the Hands of ſuch a Wretch as Antipater. And io 
« he am plifyd upon the Care he had taken forhim in his In. 
« tution, and Education ; and reproaching him, that he never 
% aſk'd, or fo much as wiſh'd for any thing out of his wh 
e tune that he deny'd him. And what Return now for 2 
& this, but a Conſpiracy againſt his Lzife, in Requital: and 
the ſeizing of a Crown, by an impious Violence, that by the 
Double Right, of both Title, and Free- Gift, were to come to 
him in Courſe? I cannot imagine, ſays he, what Advantage. 
he could propoſe to himſelf in the gratifying of fo extrava- 
4 cant an Ambition; ſor he had made him a Succeſſor, he ſaid, 
* by his Will, and effectually a Partner with him in Dignity, 
* Glory, and Power, even in his Life- time: beſide the ſetling of 
* fifty Talents a Year upon him for a Revenue, and an Al- 
* 1>wance of three Hundred more, for the Expence of his 
* Journey now to Rome. As for his Charge upon his Brothers, 
either they were Guilty, and he himſelf at the ſame Time 
* their Imitator, as well as their Accuſer: or on the other Side 
* if innocent, then was he again, the Calumniator, and the 
_ & Murgerer. For he had nothing againſt them, he ſaid, but 
out of his own Mouth, and fo was the Sentence as well as the 
Information: fo that in this Act he had acquited his Bro- 
* thers, and taken the execrable Impiety upon himſelf.” 

Herod was overcome with fo Paſſionate a Fit of Weeping up- 
on this tender Occaſion, that he could go no further; and ſo 
deſired Vicolaus of Damaſcus, his ancient and particular Friend, 
and one that was thoroughly jaſtructed in this Matter, to ns 
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ed to the Examination of the Griminals, and to the Conviction 
of his Son. Autigater, by way of Prevention, apply'd himſelf 
to his Defence, and improvidall the Inſtances of his Father's 
Kiadneſs to the Juſtification of his own Piety, and Deſerts, 
 aflvming to himſelf to have done his Duty to all Purpoſes, 
<4 What likelyhood, ſays he, that after the reſcuing of my Fa- 
<< ther from the Treacheries of formany other People, I ſhould 
< ar laſt turn Traitor to him my ſelf, and blaſt the Reputa- 
* tion ofa try'd, and an unſpotted Loyalty, with ſo foul a Blot 
. in the Concluſion ? What could I pretend, or but deſire, 
& to make me greater, or better, then in Truth 1 was: or how 
& could I be ſucha Fool, as under theſe ſplendid Circumſtances, 
& to make myſelf a ſcandalous Villain, only for Infamy and 
* Loſs! For the Succeſſion was with all Formality of Law al- 
cc ready ſettled upon me, and my ſelf ſo far admitted by the 
4 King's Bounty into a Share with him in the Exerciſe of his 
Kaya Power, that I was effectually · in the very Po//efſion | 
& of the Government ; rather then in the Expectancy of it; 
ee and no Creature either to controul, or to envy my Claim, 
Why ſhould I ſtruggle now for that with Danger, which 
my Virtue had put me in a quiet Enjoyment of: and ex- 
© pole my ſelf by ſo doing, to a moſt certain Infamy, for 
* the wain Flattery of an uncertain Hope; eſpecially conſi- 
e dering how this Ambition ſped with my Brothers, whom 
ce my ſelf accuſed, convicted, and puniſh'd. This J did, /ays 
dee he, and this I Hall never repent of; but on the Contrary, | 
.& value my ſelf upon the Merit of that Service, as the high- 
ve eſt Inſtance I could give my dear Father of a Filia!, and 
< inviotable Love and Duty. As to my Behaviour in the 
2 6 City of Rome, I dare appeal to Cæſar himſelf, who is no more 
e to be impoſed upon then an Crac/e; and to ſeveral of his 
Letters that I could produce under his own Hand in my Fa- 
* vour. Pray e would it not be hard now to ſet-up the Ca- 
i jumnies of wicked Men, and profeſs'd Enemies, againſt | 
< the Authority of theſe facred Ev idences! A ſcandalous Sort 
ee of Pick-thanks, that are never ſo well pleaſed as when 
© they are embrolling the Royal Family; as they have now 
e made Advantage of my Abſence for the poſſeſſing of People 
de with falſe and defamatory Rumours againſt me, which they 
ce wereneverable to compaſs ſo long as I was within Diſtance 
Le of ſpeaking for my ſelf. Toward the End of his Diſcourſe 
© he made a ſhort Digreſſion upon the Reaſon and Cuſtom 
, examining. by Torture; which was as likely a way, he 
« ſaid, to extort a alſity as a Truth, for whether True, or 
* Falle the 705 mented mull cxpect tobe kept in Pain till he be 
BE — —— brought 
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t brought to confeſs what the Tormentor would have him 
If „ ſay:” And yet Antipater, after all this, offer d himfelf ts 
the Queſtion, and to abide the Iſſue of it. He deliver'd theſe 
Words with ſo Paſſionate a Tranſport of Tone, Tears, Action, 
. riking his Head, and the like, that the Council were extreme- 

f 57 mov'd at it; and the greateſt Enemies he had in the 
d World, could not but pity him ; Nay, Herod him/elf was ob- 
. ſerv'd to Relent, notwithſtanding the utmoſt he could do to 
t conceal it. - | 


0 When Antipater had gone thus far; Nicolaus took up the 
* Cauſe where the King left it;“ Scann'd and ſniſted every 
5 « Article; cited, and ſumm'd up the Proofs; the Names of the 
4 « Witneſſes, and the particular Confeſſions of thoſe that had 
1. been put to the Queſtion. He paſs'd then to the Subject of 
= * the King's Bounty, Care, and Tenderneſs in the Education | 
8 « of his Children, and how ill it was anſwered. As for Ales | 
A an and Ariſtobulus, while they were under the Dominion 
by © of 41::5iticn rather then Avarice, and hurry'd-on by che in- 
5 © temperate Motions of Youth and hot-Blood, it was not lo 
h „much a Wonder for them, he ſaid, to be debauch'd by evil 
5 “ Counſel, and lewd Company, into a Neglect or Contempt 
r « of their Duty; but as to the Caſe of Autipater, it was worle 
. then Brutal; for in the very fierceſt of Beaſts themſelves, 
I there is yet a kind of natural Gratitude for their Keepers, 
bs and their Feeders: Whereas this young Man was fo far 
” from being gain'd upon by the Goodnels and Bounty of an 
5 „ indulgent Father, that as he was not to be deterr'd by the 
4 «© calamitous Example of his Brothers; ſo on the contrary, 
© he valu'd himſelf upon an Emulation of their .Wickedneſs 
= © and Cruelty, Was it not you your ſelf, Aatipater, Jays he, 
" that firſt diſcovered their Deſign ? Were not you then the 
i * Proſecutor : and you your ſelf again, the Director of the a 
5 Sentence, and con ſequently of the Puniſhment ? This is not 
q | * now to reflect upon your Zeal, and Indignation, in fo juſt 
2 * a Cauſe ; but it ſtumbles me to find you ſo bitter againſt 
5 ** your Brothers, for the very ſame Thing that you do yourſelf: 
1 * which manifeſtly ſhews, that your Bus'neſs was not ſo much 
5 « the Preſervation of the Father, as the Ruin of the Children: 

* and under the Colour of a /evere Brether, to get the Reputati- 
: * on of a tender and a dutiful Son; and ſo with the mote Securi- 
5 * ty, to ſtalk under that Cloak up to the King himſelf. And 
a this was the Exploit you were now about. How came it to 
- © paſs elſe, that the Brothers were put to Death, and not their 
a * Complices ? What could be the Meaning, or the End of this; 
a but kixſt, that you and they were agreed upon the Matter 4 
t | . 
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* 2nd Teeondly, that ſo ſoon as the firſt Difficulty ſhould be 
© over, they might be within Call to help you out with the 
e next. So that you had a double Satisfaction in the Con- 
5 templation of your Wickedneſs; the one was by impoſing 
25 publickly upon t World a moſt flagitious Impiety for an 
< honorable and a meritorious Virtue; the other was in the 
«**carrrying on, and the Hope of executing that inhumane 
*:Barbarity your ſelf, which you took upon you but now to 
revenge in others. If you had heartily deteſted that Ma- 
- © lice, you would as well have abhorr'd the Imitation of it, 
But you have had the Wit however, to take the beſt People 
out of the Way. firſt ; and to ſet your ſelf clear of Compe- 
© titors, being reſolved to leave neither Rivals, nor Witneſſes; 
é and that being done, to Crown the Murder of the Brothers 
* with that of the Father, and by ſo doing, not only to 'ſcape 
the Puniſhment you have deſerved, but to bring your Pa- 
rent to bear the Burden of your Crimes, in ſuch a Parricide 
as was never either heard, or dream'd of before: For the 
e Treaſon was not form'd againſt a Perſon of the common 
Rate of Fathers; but againſt a Parent Tender, and Indul- 
gent to the higheſt Degree; the Conſpirator Mark'd-out for 
the Succeſſion already; a half-Sharer in the Crown by Ad- 
* vance; ſettled before-handin the preſent Enjoyment of his 
Greatneſs, and ſecure of the Reverſion of it by his Father's 
Will: But, /ays Nicolaus, your inſatiable Deſires were not 
e to be bounded by his Goodneſs, but by ſuch Meaſures on- 
« ty as your own Ingratitudeand Perverſneſs ſhould preſcribe, 
e Tour own Half of his Right would not anſwer your End, 
unleſs you might have his Part too. Your Pretence was the 
Saving of him, when at the ſame Time the Plet was to De- 
_ © ffroy him: And the Lewdneſs was not all to your /e/f nei- 
* ther; but your Mother was made a Party to it; the whole 
Family embroil'dupon't, and the Brothers altogether by the 
Ears. And after all this, what d'ye think of the Impudence | 
« of calling your Father, Beaft ; and ſo making your ſelf 
e the Arranter Brute of the two. But neither your Relati- 
F ons, nor your Benefactors are to 'ſcape the Poyſon of your 
& Scandals. And as if the Venom of your own Heart had 
c not been ſufficient to inſtruct, and irritate a Revenge, you 
< have call'd to your Help, your Guards, Conncellors, and 
& Suborners, of both Sexes,to lay all their Heads together in a 
'< Confederacy againſt one ancient Man: And now after the 
« Terturing of ſo many Men and Women; Free, and Slaves, 
é one with another, upon your Account, and after ſuch a 
| < Cloud of undeniable Evidences, you have 8 
| 25 | ence 
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« dence to out · face the Truth, and to follow your Enter 


te terprize upon the Life of your Father, with an Attempt 


et upon the Authority of the very Law, that puniſhes ſuck 


« Criminals ;. and this you do in Contradiction to the Equi- 


cc ty of Varus, and to the univerſal Meaſures of natural Ju- 


cc /lice, What is it that makes you diſparage extorted Teſs 
te timonies, but becauſe you would derogate from the Gre- 
ce dit of thoſe Proofs that lay open to your W ickednels, and 


* 


6 Sir, ſays Nicolaus to Varus, by the Majeſty of the Roman 
&* Empire, and by your own Honour, I adjure you that you 
cc yindicate the King from the Indignities of his own Fleſh 
cc and Blood, and deliver up this Monſter of an Hypecrite to 
« Death, that under a Pretext of Reverence to his Father, 
« hunts after the Blood of his Brothers; and if he had not 
«© been ſeaſonably detected, his Father's Turn ſhould have 
ce been next, to make his own Way to the Crown. You know 
& very well, Sir, that Parricide is no private Crime, but a pub- 


ce conduce to the Preſervation of your Father, 
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c lick Affront to the Laws of Life, and of our reaſonable Being; . 


& and ſo abominable a Follution in the very Thought, as 
ce well as in the Act, that whoever ſuffers it to paſs unpu- 
& niſh'd, offers an Indignity to humane Nature itſelf, in 
ce that Violence, and to the common Mother of us all.” _ - 
Nicolaus had a Touch too upon ſome fooliſh Words, that 
the Mother of Autipater had let fall, it ſeems, in her blabbing 
talkative Humour; concerning Progneſticators, Wizzards, 
and bee pr that had been conſulted about the Life of the 
King, and the Succeſſion of the Crown, And then he had the 
Story of Antipater's wallowing, and beaſtly Debauches in Phe- 
roras's Family, with his Cups, and his Women, There were 
ſeveral Particulars. produced with Proofs to every Article: 
ſome extorted ; others voluntary ; ſome again deliver'd up- 
on Necollection, and others upon preſſing, and accaſional MN - 
cefſities : And theſe were by ſo much the more credible, 
For every Thing came-out now to Antipater's Condemnati- 
on, but they durſt not ſo much as mutter ſo long as he was 
in Favour. In ſhart, the People knew ill Things by him; 
hated him, and told all. | 3 
His Condition was every Way miſerable; but the Horror of his 
Conſcience was. yet the moſt inſupportable Part of his Calamity; 


having the Blood of his Father (in the Sight of God that knew | 


his Intention) together with the Diviſion, the Confuſtan, and 
the Treaſon of the Family to anſwer for. His Lindneſi, or his 
Hatred, was altogether ſteer'd by his Zztero/7; and he never 
was, either a Friend, or an Enemy to any Man, bat for his 


own 


/ 
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"&wn Eu: And this narrow Soul of his was ſo well known, 
that all honeſt Men liv'd in a Kind of Oppoſition to him, as 
i it had been impoſſible to have an Eſteem for Antipater, and 
for Virtue, together: Inſomuch that ſo ſoon as ever they found, 
Kim abandon'd by the Government, and expos'd for a Mark ; 
People brought in their Informations againſt him in Hud- 
dles; and with 9utcries for Juſties] nor was there any Room, 
. Need, or Pretence for Subordinalion in the Cafe; there being 
g Place for a Court-Flattery on the one Hand; nor any Dan- 
a gets if they ſhould have ſuppreſs'd the Truth, on the other: 
Dot Exclamations were brought in from all Parts againſt An- 
pater, and his vile Practices; as a Wretch, whoſe Death 
85 not ſo neceſſary upon the ſingle Score of his Father's 
Safety, as for the Sake of Mankind itſelf, in clearing the 
World of fo abandon'd a Wretch. And his Accuſation was 
not grounded neither upon bare /rterrogatories, whether up- 
on the Torture, or the good Faith of the Witneſs : But Mul- 
titudes came thronging-in with Articles againſt him of their 
own Aceord, and made the Matter ſo clear, that with all his 
Art and Impudence, he had not one Word to reply. 
= When Micolaus had done ſpeaking, Varus told Antipater, 
that ifhe hadanyThing to ſay for himſelf, the Court was rea- 
dy to hear him: And that his Father, and himſelf ſhould be 
as gladeſt Men in the World to find him innocent. Antipa- 
ter calt himſelf immediately down upon the Ground, and this 
ſhort Prayer in his Mouth. © Lord, ſays he, thou that art 
„ the Searcher of Hearts, I moſt earneſtly belcech thee to vin- 
% Jicate my Innocence as to any Thought of Miſchief to my 
Father, by ſome jo Token from Heaven, tha: may con- 
& yince the World of myIntegrity.” This is the Way of Men 
harden'd in Impiety, firſt to caſt off the Fear of God in their 
Practices, and fo, by Degrees, they come to renounce or af- 
Front him in their Words ; and yet when their Wickedneſs hath 
brought them into Danger, they go on calling upon God ſtill, 
and appealing to that righteous Judge with certain formal 
Pretences of Reſignation to his Will and Pleaſure, Antipater, 
that had gotten a Habit of this Way of Proceeding ; and after 
he had led the Life of an Atheiſt, without any Regard to a 
Divine Power or Providence, carne in the Concluſion to fall 
under the Stroke of a juſt Vengeance; and in that Diſtreſs, 
for Want of humane Aid, either by Friends, or Laws, © he 
« caſt himſelf, he ſaid, upon the Power and Goodneſs of the 
c Althighty, who had preſerv'd him hitherto by Miracle to 
© take Care of the Life of bis Father.” Varus ſeeing that he 
could get no direct Anſwer to any of his Queſtions, ROE | 
3 ak | | | N Pia 
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Thing but Iv α tions, and Appeals to Heaven, he ſound there 
would be no End of it that Way, and ſo call'd for the Poy/or 


to be brought out, and ſome Tryal made of the Force of it. 


It was fetch'd preſently, and given to a Condemn'd Many 
whom it KIFd immediately, Upon this Experiment, the 
Court role, and Varus went away the next Day to Antisch, 
the Place of his uſual Abode, in regard that the Kings of Spe 
ria commonly made that their Reſidence. 1 
Herod and Varus having conferr'& upon the Matter, . 
pater was made a Priſoner; the Reſolution not known ; but 
moſt People imagining that what the King did was with the 
Advice of Varus. Soon upon Antipater's Commitment, Heros 
fent away to Cæſar about him, both by Word of Mouth, and 
by Writing, with the whole Hiſtory of his Caſe and Crimes, 
There happen'd at the ſame Time to be ſome Letters intercepts 
ed from Antiphilus out of Ag ypt, to Antipater, wherein wens 
theſe Words: I have ſent you here a Letter of Ames, and 
* you know I run the Riſk of my Life in the goug of it; if T 
” ſhould be laid at the Mercy of two powerful Families, and 
© my deadly Enemies. Pray have a Care that nothing miſcarry.” 
This was the Subſtance of the Letter; but the King was at 
4 loſs ſtill for the other Letter of Acme's, and caus'd a trick 
Search and Enquiry to be made after it; but none ſych to be 
found ; and the Servant of Antiphilus, upon Examination, 
abſolutely deny'd the Knowledge of any ſach Letter. When 
they had been a pretty While bethinking themſelves, one of 
the King's Friends happen'd to ſpy a Seam in the Lining of 
the Servant's inward-Coat : (for he had two on) and it came 
into his Head, that perhaps the Letter they look'd for might be 
in that Fold: which was well guels'd ; for there they found 


the Letter; and this was the Tenor of it. © Acme to Antipater, 


* have Written to your Father, according to your Directi- 
on; and I have put in a Counterfeit Copy of'a Letter, as if 


it came from Salome to the Empreis, my Miſtreſs. I make 


* no doubt, but upon the Reading of it, Herod, without any 
* more ado, will treat her as a Traytreſs.” This Letter that 
pretends to be from Salome, was the Project and Invention of 
Antipater, with Salome's Name to't ; but dreſs'd up by Acme, 
who wrote to the King to this Effect, Acme to King Herod, 
„Out of the Care and Deſire I have to ſerve you, inacquaidl# 
ing you with any Thing that may concern th: Safety of 2 5 
Perſon, I have tranſcrib'd, and ſent „na Letter that I 
* found of Salame's to my Mi/treſ5 the Empreſs, agaifſt you; 
„ deſiring her Leave for the Marrying of Syllæus. Pray let 
it be torn to Pic ces, for the Diſcovery would be as mach as | 
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4 my Liſe is Worth.“ Now the Letter of Acme to Anti pater 


laid open the whole Cheat, in ſhewing that ſhe did nothing 
but by his Order; writing to Hered, and ſending a Copy of 


Salome's Caunter eit. Letter to her Miſire, and a Plot in the 


Fottom of it. Acme was by a Nation a Few, in the Service of 
Julia, the Wife of Ge/ar, and bought over to Antipater's 
datereſt by a vaſt Sum of Money, to aſſiſt him in his Practi- 
ces, both upon his unt and his. Father. This Diſtovery ex- 


poſtd Antipater for ſo turbulent an Incendiary, and ſo perni- 
* ious, and dangerous a Wretch, to Him/e/f and his Siſter (to 


nothing of his corrupting the Honour and Diſcipline even 


"of Cz/ar*s Roof and Family) that Herod was within a very little 


F having him put to Death upon the very Inſtant ; and Sa- 
fome was not wanting neither to provoke him to it; break- 


ing into extravagant Outrages; as beating her Breaſts, and 
a frantick Violences; and offering her ſelf to a Thouſand 


ths; if they could but prove againſt her ſo much as the leaſt 


Colour for a Suſpicion of one diſloyal Thought. The King, 


upon this Occaſion, ſent for his Sen, and bad him ſpeak the 
Word freely, it he had any Thing to ſay in his own Defence. 
Antigater ſtood Stone-ſtill a While, without one Word ſpeak- 


ing; and Herod, finding him in that Confuſion, put him to 
it once apain, ſince he could not excuſe; himſelf, to tell him 
atleaſt who. were his Complices. He named Antiphilus, and 
vent no further. Herod took this Way of Triffling for ſuch 


an Indignity, that he was once thinking in a Paſſion to ſend 


him away to Rome to take his Tryal before Cæſar. But upon 
ſecond Thoughts, for fear he might be reſcu'd upon the Way, 


or acquitted when he came thither, he kept him in Priſon 
as before: but ſent his Embaſſadors however with a State of 


the Caſe : Inſtructions, and Copies of the Letters given in E- 


vidence ; and in Particular, with an Account gf Acme's be- 


ing a Party in the Plot. 


bn ————_— 


CHAP VIII. 


Herod falls Sick, and makes his Will. A Scditfon, and the 


Occaſion of it. Judas and Matthias, two emment 
Jews. Herod giver over. Judas and Matthias againſt 
the Golden Eagle. News that Herod is Dead. The 

Golden Eagle thrown down, Judas and Matthias 


talen Priſoners. They juſtify theinſelves. The — 
Kk | ends 
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K 
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ſends them bound to Jericho. Matthias depoſed, and 
Jozar put in his Place, The Mutineers burnt ali ve. 
Herod's Sickneſs a Fudgment, Herod ſends for Sa- 
lome, and Alexas. A horrid Order of Hezod's for 


4 6 Farewel, 


W bile the Emba/ſadors were now with their Letters and 


Mandates upon the Way toward Rome, Herod fell into 
a Fit of Sickneſs; made his l, and being put quite out of 
Opinion with Archelaus, and Philip, by the Calumnies of An- 
tipater, he declared his youngeſt Son his Sacceſſor. He gave 
in Legacies, a Thouſand Talents to Ce&/ar ; to his Wife Julia, 
his Children, Friends, and Freemen, five Hundred Talents more. 
The reſt of his Money, with his Lands, and Revenues, he gave 
to his own Sons and Grand Children: And for his Sitter Salome, 
he bequeathed her a very conſiderable Fortune, in Acknow- 


ledgment of the Steadyneſs of her Affection to him, He was 


now in theſeventieth Year of his Age; and his Illneſs increat- 
ing vpon him, paſt all Hope of Reoovery : Cholerick, and furi- 
ous as a Madman, and fo miſchievouſly Crofs-grain'd, that 
there was no Poſſibility of pleaſing him, The Thing that 
troubled him was the Haughtineſs of his Stomach, upon a 
Fancy that he was fall'n into the Contempt and Hatred of the 
People, even to the Degree of their taking Pleaſure in his Mi- 


ſery : Beſide that he was further confirm'd in this Opinion by 


a Commotion that ſoon after follow'd upon it, at the Inſtance 
and Inſtigation of ſome popular Men that had Headed the 
Sedition, The Thing was this, | 
There were fue Men that had a mighty Repuration among 
the Jeus, both for the Eminency of their Learning in General, 
and likewile for their PæarticularStill and Excellence in the Law. 
And they had yet further endeared themſelves to the People, 
by the exceeding Care and Pains they took in the training-up 
of their Children to the Knowledge and Practice of their Duty, 
and Profeſſion, which they made, effectually in the main Bus'- 
nets of their Lives: Their Names were Judas the Son of Sari- 
Phoeus, and Matthias, the Son of Murgalothas. No ſooner was 
it come to the Ears of theſe two famous Men, that the Xing 
was given over, but they put it preſently in the Heads of the 
young Men to ſet upon a Reformation, and to deſtroy I 
thoſe new Works and Structures that the King had Erected 
contrary to the Laws of their Country, giving them all Aſſu- 
rance that if they thew*U themſelves Champions for the Truth, 
they ſhould not fail of their Reward, They bad them further 
| +; ; conſider, 
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conſider, that all the Broils and Factions of the King's Fa- 
mily, and the deplorate Condition of the — 5 Þ Sickneſs, 


ere only Divine Judgments upon him for his 


Anovations ; 


which Judas and Matthias zealouſly inſiſted on. Among o- 
ther Inſtances of a ſuperſtitious Magnificence, there was a 


| Dedication of 2 Golden Eagle ſet up over the Portal of the 


'TEmple, of a prodigious Weight, and Value. Now this being 
a flat Contradiction ts our Laws, that abſolutely forbid the 
Uſe and Ornament of mages in ſuch Caſes, theſe Doctors ſet 
"their Diſciples at Work to pluck down the Eagle. © It would 
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be an Enterprize of Hazard, they told them; but withal, 
that a glorious Death was much more Eligible then a Life 
of Pleaſure, and that their Blood could not be better 
ſpent then in the Vindication of the Laus and Kites of 
their Country, which would alſo make their Names im- 


mortal: whereas otherwiſe the Brave, and the Mean 


would lye undiſtinguiſhed in the ſame common Fate; 


Wherefore all Men of Honour and Virtue ſhould do well, 


they ſaid, to improve the irrevertable Neceſlity of Dea/h, 


by a right Choice of the moſt glorious Occaſion for it; 


and ſoquit the troubleſome World with Comfort. It takes 
away the Sting, and the Terror of Mortality itſelf, both at 
once, to dye in the Conſcience of an honeſt Action, and of 
a good Life; and to Tranſmit, both the Fame, and the Re- 


ward of it to thoſe that ſhall! come after you.” 
Juſt upon the finiſhing of this Harangue, came a Rumour 


that the King was Dead: So that betwixt the Diſcourſe, and 
the Report, the People were ſo inflam'd to be upon Action, 
that they mounted the Portal at Mon- day, tore down the Ea- 
gle, and hackt it to Pieces, with their Axes ; in the Sight of a 
vaſt Multitude of Spectators in the Temple. The King's Com- 


'*mander-in-Chief immediately upon the News of this Uproar, 
'haſten'd away to the Tumult with a ſtrong Body of Troops, 


to prevent further Miſchief; ſuſpecting the Matter, in Truth, 
to be much more Conſiderable then he found it. For coming 
to the Place, there was no Enemy to be ſeen, but a rude un- 
diſciplin'd Rabble, without either Order or Arms, which was 
, eaſily broken and ſcatter'd upon the firſt Charge, only a Mat- 


ter of Forty of them with their Leaders, 7u&as and Matthias, 


15 


ſtood their Ground, upon a Point of Honour not to turn their 
Backs. Theſe were all taken and carry'd Priſoners to the 
King; who put it to them how they durſt preſume to lay 
violent Hands upon that ſacred Figure. Their Anſwer was, 
That they Had thought of it a long Time, and coming at laſt 


440 


to a Reſolution, they did as became Men of Honeſty and 
| Courage, 
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«© Courage, in the putting of it in Execution; and that what 
© they had now done was only in Vindication of the Honour 


© of God, and of the Precepts of their great Miſter, whoſe 


« Diſciples they profeſs themſelves to be; -beſeeching*#-rod 
& not to make it a Matter of Wonder, if they preferr'd the Laws 
« that they had received from Moſes, and he from God himſelf, 
« before any other Decrees whatſoever. They did nor ſuffer, 
ce they ſaid, for evil Doing, but for Conſcience and Duty; 
© and that they were ready to deliver up their Bodies in this 
«© Cauſe, either to Death, or to Puniſhment.” It was clear 
that their Tongues and rheir Hearts went together in all that 
they ſaid and did ; and they were now ready to ſuffer with 
the ſame Conſtancy they acted with before. The King, afe 
ter this, ſent them bound to Jericho, where he call'd a great 
Council of the eus, arid was himſelf (being Sick and Weak- 
ly) carry'd in his Chair into the 4/embly ; where © he gave 
© them to underſtand what unweary'd Pains and Labours he 
& had undergone for the Serviee of the Common-wealth ; 
« his Rebuilding their Temple at an immenſe Charge: a Work 
« that the whole Race of the Aſinoncan Family had riot been 
© able to compaſs in a Hundred and Twenty five Years: ſet= 
« ing forth alſo that he had not only Ke-edify'd the Fabrick, 
ce but Beautify'd, Endo d, and Enrich'd it, with Ornaments, 
& Preſents, and Donatives, worthy of ſo magnificent an Un- 
« dertaking. And now, ſays he, in the Concluſion, when E 
e thought my ſelf ſure of ſurviving my own Funerals in the 
«© Fame ofa happy Memory, and an everlaſting. Glory for 
© the good Offices I have done; there am I flay:d Alive, and 
<« pay'd with Indignities for all my Benefits and Refpects : 
« 'Aﬀronted, in the Face of the Sun, and of the People; my 
Gifts and Oblations torn from the very Temple, and an 
% Act of Malice improv'd into a Sacrilege ; for the Injury is 
% to God, not to. Me. | _ 
The leading Men of the Council not knowing how far He- 
rod's Cruelty might Tranſport him, thought it their ſafeſt Courſe 
to purge themſelves by way of Prevention ; which they did, 
by declaring, not only their Innocency of the Fact, hut their 
Opinion alſo, that the Rioters deſery'd to be ſeverely puniſh'd 
for it. Theſe Words ſweetred him toward all the reſt. He 
took away the High-Prie/thood from Matthias, upon a Pre- 


ſumption that he was no Stranger to the Contrivance, and 


gave it to 79zar, his Brother-in-Law. It ſo happen'd that, 
while Matthias was in the Exerciſe of his Function, and 
| „ 5 upon 


See Gann de Rep. Heir. I. 2. Ce. 6. 


— 


1944 Jzwisn AnTiquvirrns.' Pook XVII} 
upon the Eve toa Faſling-day, he dreamt that he lay with his 
Wife; by which Accident he became unqualify'd for the 
next Day Service; ſo that 7o/eph,.the Son of Ellemus, his 
near Kinſman was ſubſtituted for that Day to ſupply his Place, 
After Herod had deprived Matthias of the Pontificat, he gave 
Order for the Burning of the other Matthias, the Ring-leader of 
the Sedition, and all his Companions with him, Alive. The 
Moon, as it fell out, was that Night in an Zc/ipſe. | 
The King grew every Day worſe and worſe, and his Diſenſs 
Jook'd like a Judicial Puniſhment of his Wickedneſs. He was 
parch'd up with a faint, inward Fever, that almoſt burnt his 
Heart out, and yet ſcarce ſenſible to the T ouch. He was tor- 
mented with an Inſatiable Dog- Appetrte ; Ulcers and Cholicks 
in his Cuts; Phlegmatick Tumors in his Feet and Erin; his 
Privy-Parts putrifying,and crawling with Worms ; a Noyiome 
and a Painful Tentigo; Aſtmah' 8, Cramps, and Contradictions 
of the Nerves : All Men, in ſhort, of Religion, P hiloſophy, or 
Ohhſervation, were agreed upon it, that the Hand of God was 
evidently upon Hero in this Viſitation. But flill in the hope- 
leſs Extremity of this his intolerable, as well as incurable 
Miſery, he himſelf was the only Man that did not deſpair, 
but continu'd laying-out every where for Phyſicians, and Re- 
 medies, He went over the River Jordan himſelf, to the Hot 
Baths at Calliroe, that empty themſelves into the Lake of 4/- 
phaltites. Theſe Waters, beſide their mineral Virtue, are no 
unpleaſant Drink; Upon his coming hither, his Phylicians 
order'd him to be ſet up to the Shoulders in a Veſſel of Oil, 
which put him into ſuch a Fit of Fainting ; that his Dome: 
ticks giving him for Dead, brake-out into Lamentations and 
Outcries, that brought bim to himſelf again. By this Time 
he found all his flattering Hopes of Life © be ve in and idle; 
and therefore appointed a Donative of fifty Drachma's a Man 
to be diſtributed among the Soldiers; large Sims among his 
Friends and Officers, and ſo he returned to Jericho ; where the 
evil Humour fo far prevail'd upon him, that be tvok-up a 
final Reſolution for a. Farewel ; one of the horrideſt perhaps 
that ever enter'd into the Heart of any Man to imagine. He 
ſent out a Summons to all the eminent Jews of the Country 
to repair immediately to hlm at Jericho, and not to fail, on 
pain of Death, Upon their Appearance, according to the Pro- | 
clamation, they were all Shut-up in the Circus, or Ti/t-Yard, 
one with another, whether Guilty, or Innocent, He ſont 
in the next Place for his Siſter Salome and Alexas, her He 
band ; and ſpake to them to this following Effect. My 


„Time, /ays he, is 9 on. , an opprets d with Pains; 
«cf 
and 
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£ and Fleſh and Blood maſt yield to Fate, which is no more 
then the common Lot of Mankind. It would be Trouble- 


< ſome, I muſt confefs, to think of wanting any of the Fune- 


4 ral Honours that belong to crowned Heads. I know very 
« well what Sort of Treatment I am to expect from the eus. 
« They hated me in my Life- time, and they'll be glad to ſee 
me Dead. But it lies in the Power of you two, ſays he, to 
give me ſorne Eaſe yet, even at my laſt Gaſp; and it is no 
& more then what you owe me too. Do but follow my 
& Counſel, and I dare yet promiſe my felf the moſt honoura- 
ce ble Funeral-Solemanity that ever any Prince had under the 
gun; the molt to the Joy of my Soul; and for a Concluſion, 
an Univerſal Mourning, without one ſingle Tear of Hy po- 
* crify or Affectation. Wherefore ſo ſoon as ever the Breath 
is out of my Body, let the Circus be furrounded with Soldi- 
«ers, and the Word of Command given to deltroy every Man 


“ within the Encloſure : But not a Syllable of my Death, till 


the Work be done. In the due Execution of this Order you 
& will lay a double Obligation upon me; one in the Perfor- 
* mance-of my Will; the other in the Celebration of my 


_& Death, with the Honour of a publick Mourning. ” He ac- 


company'd theſ: Words with Tears and Lamentations: Ab- 
Juring his Relations by all that was Sacred in humane Faith, 
Conlanguinity and Friendſhip to be true to him in the punttu- 
al Diſcharge of all he had committed to their Truſt, which 
they. promis'd to make good to him in every Particutar. | 
Some or other will pretend perhaps in the Hiſtory" of this 


bloody Monſter's Barbarities, to his neareſt Relations in Time 


paſt, that there might be dangerous Jealouſies and Competi- 

tions Perchance, and conſ:quently a kind of Neceſſity upon 
him to be cruel in his own Defence. But in this laſt Action 
of his, he has laid himſelf open, even in his pure Naturals, 
for the veryeſt Brute that ever wore the Shape of a Rea- 
ſonable Creature, When he could live no longer himſelf, he 
bequeathed Deſtruction to thoſe he left behind him, and too 
Care to make the whole Nation Mourners for him, by the 
Order he left for the deſtroying of one at leaſt out of every 
Family. And all this too, without any Injury, Provocation, 
Exception, or ſo much as any Reaſon given for the doing of 
it: Whereas among People that have but the leaſt Spark of 
Humanity, or Religion, Death puts an End to all Controver- 

ſies, and reconciles cven the greateſt Enemies. . 
. . HAN. 
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C'H AP; IX. 


Acme put to Death. Antipater left to Herod's Diſere. 
tion. Ahiab prevents Herod's killing himſelſ. An- 
tipater gives the King for Dead; and treats with the 
Keeper about his 15 The Keeper tells the King 
of it, and the King orders bim to be put to Death. 


While Herod was giving his laſt Orders to his Kindred, his 
YT. Embaſſadors brought him an Anſwer from Cæſar to the 
Letters they carry'd to Rome. The Subſtance of it was brief. 
ly this; That Auguſtus had put Acme to Death for a Corres 
ſpondence with Antipater : and that he left Antipater himſelf 


to the King his Father, either to be put to Death, or baniſh'd 


according to his Diſcretion. It was a great Relief to Herod to 
find himſelf both reveng'd upon Acme, and at Liberty to do 
with his Son what he pleas'd: But he relapſed quickly again 
into his Pains, and in an outrageous Fit of Greedineſs and 
Hunger, he call'd for a Knife and an Apple, it being uſual 
with him to pare his own Apples, and ſo eat them by little 
and little. He was obſerv'd to look ſuſpiciouſly about him, 
as if he had ſome Thought of Stabbing himſelf; but his Ne- 
phew Ahab kept his Eye upon him, and in the very Inſtant 
of the Attempt catch'd hold of his Uncle's Right-Hand with 
an %utcry, and prevented it. This Noiſe put the Court now 
a ſecond Time into an Uproar, all People taking for granted 
the King was juſt then expiring. Antipater took all for grant- 
ed; and making no doubt at all but his Father was Dead, 


he made as little alſo of procuring his Liberty, upon this Oc» 


caſion, and, by that Means, clearing his Way to the Throne, 
In this Confidence, he treated with his Keeper about his Diſ- 
charge ; with large Offers and Promiſes, both of Rewards at 
preſent, and of future Preferments, when he ſhould come to 


the Crown: But the Keeper was fo far from complying with 
Bis Propoſals, that he went and diſcover'd the whole Practice 
to the King, who hated him ſufficiently before; but this Sto. 


ry of the Keeper's put him into ſo extravagant a Paſſion, that 
he ſtarted up, though in the very Agonies of Death, and laſh- 


ing out into violent Outrages upon himſelf, both in Actions 


and Exclamations, he commanded one of his Guards in that 
very Moment to go and kill him, and order'd his Body to. bg 
Bury'd privately in the Cale of Zyrcania, 


CHAP, 


W 
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CHAP. X ; 


Herod alters his Will and declares Archelaus his Sueceſ- 
| for, © Herod's Character. His Death kept Secret. The 
Noblemen 4ſcharg'd in the Circus. The King's Death 

publiſbd. Archelaus ſets up. Herod's Funeral. Ar- 
chelaus waits for the Ratifying of Herod's Act, | 


Erod, upon Change of Mind, chang'd his Will too, and 
1 made Artipas, whom he had deſign'd in his former Teſ- 


tament for Succeſſor to the Government, Tetrarch of Gallilee, 
and Perea; but gave the XKingdomto Archelaus : The Provin- 
ces of Trachon, and Gaulon, Paicn&a, and Panias, to his Son 


Philip, the Brother-in-Law of Archelaus, under the Title of a 
Tetrarchy. Famnia, Azotas, and Phaſaelis, he gave to his Siſ- 
ter Salome with fifty Thouſand Pieces of minted Money, not 
forgetting his other Relations alſo, either in Land or Caſh. He 
left Cæſar, beſide Gold and Silver, Plate, and Rich Furniture of 
all Sorts, Ten Millicus of Pieces in ready Coin; and to the Empreſs 
Julia, with her Friends, five Millions more of the fame. Mat- 


ters being thus ſettled, Herod departed this Life fave Days af: 
ter the Death of Antipater, four and Thirty Tears after the Ex- 


pulſion of Autigonus, and in the 3774 Tear from his being de- 
clar'd King of the Jews by the Romans. He was a Man inexy 


orably Crucl; a Slave to his Paſſions : His Will was his Law, 


and yet no Man, in the General more fortunate then himſelf. 
He mounted the Throne from the Condition of a private 
Man ; fell into many Difficulties, but ſurmounted them all, 
and liv'd at laſt to a great Age. As to his Domeſtick Broilg 
with his Children and Family, how unhappy ſoever he might 
be in my Opinion, he was yet fortunate in his own; for hg 
ſtill got the better of his Enemies. | | 

Herod being now Dead, Salome and Alexas kept it for the 
preſent as the greateſt Secret in the World, and went direct- 
ly to the Nobility that were ſhut up in the Circus, telling them 
in the King's Name, that they might go Home, and follow 
their own Bus'neſs; for there was no further Occaſion for 


them. This Contrivance laid upon the eus the higheſt Ob- 


bligation imaginable. It was now a proper Time to make 
Publication of the King's Death; and the Soldiery being ſums» 
mon'd to meet, at the .{4mphitheatre at Jericho, Herod's Letters 
to the Army were there read ; full of gracious Acknowledge 


ments of their paſt Faith and Services, and deſiring them to 
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eontinue the ſame dutifal Affection to bis Son Archelaus for 
the Future, whom, he had now declar'd his Succeſſor. Ptole- 

-1y, the Keeper of the King's Seal, read after this, the Teſta» 
ment itſelf, with this Conditional Clauſe in it expreſs ; that 
the Act itſelf was to be reputed of no Force, without the Conſent 
of Cæſar. This was follow'd with Acclamations of God ſave 
King Archelaus, and Wiſhes of a happy Reign to him, both 
from Officers and Soldiers, with Promiſes of the ſame Fide- 


lity to the new King that they had paid to his Predeceſſor. 


The next Work was to provide for the Funcral-Solemnity, 
and this was the Province of Archelaus, to ſee that nothing 
ſhould be wanting to the Pomp and Splendor of it; he him; 
ſelf reſolving, in Perſon, to bear a Part in the Ceremony. 
The Body was born upon a Golden Litter ; ſparkling with 
Variety of precious Stones, * cover'd with Purple ; a Diadem 
upon his Head ; and over that, a Golden Crown, with a 
Sceptre in his 'Right-hand ; his Sons and Relations march- 
ing by his Side. After theſe, follow'd the Soldiers in their 


Diftinftions and Divifions ; firft the Guards; then the Tyra- 


cians ; after them, the Germans ; and next, the Galatians : 
All of them arm'd and appointed as for a Battle. Aﬀer 


| theſe, follow'd the reſt of the Arniy under their reſpective 


Officers, with five Hundred of the Court-Domeſticks'in the 
Rear, with Aromaticks and Perfumes. They march'd in 
this Order as far as Herodium, eight Furlongs from Fericho, 
where the Body was bury'd, according to a former Appoint- 
ment, and this was the End of Herod. 

When Archelaus had celebrated the Pactala of his Father, 
for the Space of ſeven Days, according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country, the appointed Time of Mourning being now at an 
End, he treated the Multitude, and ſo went up to the Tem- 
ple, where lie plac'd himſelf upon a Golden Throne to receive 
the Gratulatory Prayers and Acclamations of the People, 
which were anſwer'd on his Part, with great Affability and 
Reſpect; taking it very Kindly, after the hard Uſage they 
had met with from his Father, to find them fo well inclin'd 
toward himſelf; and affuring them withal, that their Good 
Will ſhould never'be forgotten. He did not pretend, he ſaid, 
« as yet, to aſſume the Name of a King, having no Right ſo 
% to do, without the'Aſſent and Authority of Ceſar, in the 
6 ratifying of his Father's Teſtament; and that was it made 
4 him decline the Acceptance of the Dignity when it was 
7 prets Sd 1 8 him * the My at Jericho, for Want of being 

5 : „ lawfully 
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&« lawfully veſted in the Poſſeſſion thereof, But, ſays be, 
« whenever I ſhaJl. come to be ſettled in: this Command, it 
«ſhall be my Care to do all Things to your Advantage and 
« Satisfaction, and to make my Reign much eaſier to you 
e then ever you found my Father's.” The People were 
mightily pleas'd with the Modeſty of their new Prince's Be- 
haviour and Diſcourſe, depending (as is uſual in ſuch Caſes) 
upon the good Faith of every Thing he faid : Infomuch that 
they put his good Nature preſently to the Trial by aſking 
him toons ; ſome one Thing, ſome another. Some to be 
cas'd of their Taxes ; others to have their Companions ſet 
at Liberty, there being a great many of them that Herod 
had taken-up, and kept a long Time in Priſon. Some a- 
gain were wonderfully fierce and clamorous againſt Duties 


and Impoſitions, that were laid upon Market-ſtuff, and o, 


ther Proviſions. Archelaus, in fine, found it for his Inte- 
reſt and Convenience, to deny them nothing, for Fear of 
exaſperating the Multitude; ſo that when the Sacrifice was o- 
ver, he took his Friends to Dinner with him to make merry. 


* 


——_— 


CHAP. XI. 
A Deſign to embroil the Government. Satisfaction de- 


. manded of Archelaus for Herod's Miſdemeanours. A 


dangerous Tumult. A Party of factious Jews croud 
into the Temple.  Archelaus ſends a Farty to quiet 
them, and they are almoſt all deſtroyd. Archelaus 
afterward gives them a great Defeat. Archelaus goes 
40 Rome, and Philip adminiſters in his Abſence. Sa- 
lome goes as a Friend to Archelaus; but in I ruth an 
Enemy. He meets Sabinus at Cæſarea in his Way to 
Judæa. Varus tops his Journey; being engag'd on 
the ſame Errand. Varus leaves all to Archelaus, till 
Cæſar declares bimſolf. Archelaus goes for Rome, and 
Varus for Antioch. Sabinus goes to Jeruſalem, and 
demands Herod's Books and Keys; but the Officers 
zeep them for Ceſar. Antipas goes. for Rome, and 
Jets up for himſelf, with a trong Party. Sabinus puts in 
an Information againſt Archelaus, Archelaus preſents 
Augullus wh bis Detence, Cæſar compares it = 
IR r 


- 


_ the Charge. i Herod calls a Council, where Caius 0 


.. Son of Agrippa fits. Preſident, and gives them a Hear. 


ing. Antipater, againſt Archelaus. He charges him 
with Uſurpation, and the Exerciſe of arhitrary Pow- 
er. Antipater appeals, and Nicolaus menages the 

' Cauſe. Archelaus coſts himſelf at Caſer's Feet. 

* was at this Time a dangerous Faction of Male- con- 
tenied eus, laying their Heads together in Conventicles, 
and Cabels, how to embroil the Government. The fitteſt 
Matter they could find to work upon, was the Caſe of Mas- 
#hias, and his Companions, that Herod had put to Death for 


the aforeſaid Riot upon the Golden Eagle. During the Life of 


the King, they did not dare to make any publick Attempt, 
either in the Honour, or in the Vindication of theſe Reformers ; 
Þut now he was dead, all Mouths were open againſt him in 
Clamours and Invectives, to the Diſgrace of his Memory: In- 
Fomuch, that they gather'd together in tumultuary Meetings, 


ta demand Juſtice and Satisfaction from Archelaus, upon 


thoſe Friends of Herod, that were inſtrumental in the Exe- 
cution; as if that Vengeance upon the Living would have 
been ſome Comfort to the Dead. They inſiſted particularly 
upon the Removal of the High-Prieft that Herod had promot- 


ed, and the putting of ſome worthy Man in his Place. This 


eremptory Way of Importunity was provoking enough; but 
roholaus however (who was now haſtening away to Cæſar, 
bath far Authority, and Orders) did what he could by fair 
Means to ſet Things right for the prefent ; and to this End 
hediſpatch'd away one of his prime Officers to try what might 
e done upon Terms of Reaſon and Moderation. © This 
was not a Time, he told them, for Violence and Revenge. 
< The Men that ſuffer d, he /aid, had a lawful Trial; and 


their interpoſing after that Manner was the Uſurpation of 


<' a Power they had nothing to do withal. They ſhould do 
6 well to conſider that Archelaus was juſt now upon his Ex- 
«& pedition to Rome, and that upon his coming back with his 
4 Commiſſton ratify'd, all theſe Difficulties would be pro- 


* vided for to their Content: Only in the mean Time, let 


© them live amicably and peaceably one with another, with- 
& out incurring the Danger of a Sedition.” This Diſcourſe 
was encounter'd with ſv impetuous an Outcry and Oppoſi- 


tion, 


2 


- _ 
** — — — — — —— r 7 
5 23 * — 4 33 * y 


* See Cotelerius's Notes upon the 2d Vol. of his Monumenta Eccleſ. 
w» = -? 2 t 9e 41 * 8 — 


Er. p. 674. 


Jewrisn Auvigurrres. Book XVII, 


2 


* 


tion, that one ſober Word among them was as much as 3 
Man's Life was worth. They had the Law in their own Hand, 
they. thought ; and nothing leſs would ſerve them, then a Re- 
venge, now Herod was dead, for the Friends he deſtroy'd of 
theirs while he was living: which they reckon'd hard ta be © 
deny'd them. In this Eagerneſs of Paſſion, they conſulted 
no other Meaſures of Right or Wrong then the Impulſes of 
their own Humour and Intereſt, and 0 intent all this while, 
upon the Ruin of other People, that they neglected the moſt 
neceſſary Means of their own Safety. In the mean Time, 
there was no Want of ſeaſonable Applications to them, as 
well from the King himſelf, as from others; but theſe gen- | 
tle Ways made them only more, inſolent and outrageaus z 
inſomuch that they wanted nothing but Numbers, to im- 
rove this Tumult into a direct Rebellion. | . 
The Fea/? cf unleavened Bread, or the Paſſover, beingnow at 
Hand, the celebrated Jemorial of the Iſraelites being deliver'& 
out of Egypt ; a World of People coming-up to Feru/alem 
more then ordinary, as well from Abroad as at Home, to 
worſhip, and offer Sacrifices upon that Occaſion : a ſeditious 
Party of Men crouded into the Temple, and there made g 
Stand, with a Reſolution not to ſtir out, though they wers 
forced to beg thcir Bread to keep themſelves from ſtarving : 
Their Bus'neſs there being to condole with the People for the 
Loſs of their two Doctors, Fudas and Matthias; and to irri- 
tate the Rabble to a Revenge. No Body knew how far this 
Riot might go: So that Archelaus, for Fear of the worſt, ſent 
an Officer with a Party of Soldiers to ſuppreſs it in Time, be- 
fore the whole Body of the Multitude had taken the Infection; 
and with Orders alſo to ſcize the Ringleaders of the Tumult, 
and to bring them before him to make them exemplary, in 
caſe of any obſtinate Reſiſtance. The Guards no ſooner ap- 
pear'd, but the Mutincers ran down the Soldiers with ſuch a 
Torrent of Rage and Clamour, that the whole Multitude fal- 
ling upon them with Stones and other Weapons, deſtroy'd 
them all, ſave only the Officer himſelf, and ſome few wound. 
ed Men along with him, that feap'd. After this Action, they 
went on with their Sacrifices. The Conteſt was now brought 
to ſuch a Puſh, that Archelaus muſt either cruſh that Rab- 
ble, or fall himſelf: So that he ſent out his whole Army to 
encounter them, with Orders to his Horſe, to put all to the 
Sword that ſhoald endeavour to make their Eſcapes; and to 
keep all Succours out from them. This Body of Horſe eut- 
off three Thouſand of their Men in the Action, and the reſt 


ficd to the neighbouring Mountains for Shelter, 80 bones 


o 


| Tod's Money 


this Brunt was over, Proclamation was made for « every Man 
to return to his own Home; and after all their ſwaggering 


| mY, were glad to get off upon theſe Terms, and to leave 


val and all, for Fear of a worſe Miſchief.” _ 

8 "Archelaus px himſelf now upon his Journey to Rome, ta- 
king his Mother, Nicolaus, Ptolemy, and ſeveral other of his 
Friends along with him; leaving the Care of his Kingdom 
and Family to his Brother Philip. Salome and her Family went 
alſo, and were accompany'd by divers others of his Kindred, 
under a Colour of joining Intereſts to aſſiſt 4rchelaus in his 
Pretence to the Succeſſion. But in Truth, rather to obſtruct, 
then to further it; for they were reſoly'd beforehand to ex- 
Hibite an Accuſation againſt him for the Bus neſs of the Tem- 
ple: But however away they went, he and his Company to- 
gether, meeting Sabinus, Cz/ar's Precurater of Syria, at Ca» 
farea ; potting i in all Haſte toward Judœ to take Care of Her 
ut Varus, very opportunely coming in the 

Way, put off his Journey; being himſelf, upon the Invitati- 
on of Archelaus by Ptolemy on the ſame Errand : So that out 
ofa Reſpect to Varus, he neither meddled with any of the 
Forts in Judæa, nor ſeal'd up their Treaſure ; but left all 
Things in the Power and Poſſ:fion of Archelans, till Cæſar 
ſhoul declare himſelf upon the Matter, T his he promiſed, 
and fo continu'd in Cz/zreg. Bur ſoon after, u pon the embarks 
ing of 4rchelaus for Rame, and the Departure of Varus for 
Katie, Sabinus advanced directly to Jeruſalem ; took up his 
Habitation i in the Palace; ſent for the King's Officers, mili- 
tary and civil, demanding their Books and their Keys : Bur 
they were ty'd-up, they ſaid, by the Orders of Arche/aus to 


keep all Things till his Return, in the ſame State they re- 
| ceived them, for the Uſe and Ser vice of Ceſar. 


At the ſame TI ime, Antipas, one of the Sons of Herod, took 


a Voyage to Rome, in Hope of getting the Kingdom to him- 
elf. Salome did her Part to put him upon it, under the Co- 
' Tour of a prior Right to the Succeſſion by an antec edent Will ; 


and ſuggeſting that the Hd Will ought to ſtand. He oy 
with him his Mother, and Ptolemy, the Brother of Nicolaus 

particular Friend of Herod's, of a long Standing, and _ 
well affected to his Party. But the Man above all the reſt 


hat fix'd him at laſt in his ambitious Undertaking, and had 


the greateſt Stroke with him, was Jrencus a Man of a no: 

table ſmooth Tongue, and one that had been much, and 
long in the King's Bus'neſs. He was adviſed by others to con- 
ſider the Seniority of Archelaus, as elder Brother, and the Pre: 
tence he had to the Succeſſion by the Will of his dead F * 
r Es „ — du 


955 7 Jewisn AuriqQviviks Book XVII. 


= 4 we Aa of 207 nt on i er: 


8 cc 


Book XVII, JS 138 ANTI Cuir 12 17 | 1953 


but the Credit of renzus, and the Incentive of his own Am- 
bition, carry'd it from all other Conſiderations. To Rome, - 
in fine, he went; and upon his Arrival. there; his Kindred 
came all over to him 3 not fo much out of any Kindneſs to 
himſelf, as an Averſion they had to Archelaus ; their Heads 
being altogether ſet upon Liberty, and a Roman Governour : 
Or they fancy'd however, in Caſe of the worſt, that Autipas 
would be the eaſier to them of the two; and for theſe Rea- 
ſons they employ'd their Intereſt that Way. es 
Sabiuus had now ſent an Information to Cæſar againſt Arche - 
laus and Archelaus, by the Hand of Ptolemy, preſented Auguſg 
tus with a Memorial of what he had to offer in his own De- 
fence, containing the Ground of his Claim; a Recital of his 
Father's Will; an Account of what Moneys he left; together 
with the Ring that ſeal'd them up: Remitting himſelf upon 
the whole to Cæſar's good Pleaſure. When Cæſar had peruſed 
theſe Writings, with the Letters alſo of Varus and Sabinus ; 
what Money Herod had left behind him; and the Yearly Reve- 


nue of the Government, and what Antipas himſelf had ſug- 


geſted in his own Right, he call'd a Council of his Friends to 
adviſe upon the whole, and ſo gave Audience to the Compe- 
titors : Caius the Son of Agrippa by his Daughter Julia, whom 
he had adopted, fitting Preſident. Antipater the Son of Salome , 
ſtood up firſt ; (an excellent Speaker, and a bitter Enemy 
to Archelaus) delivering himſelf in Terms to this Effect. 
„It ſeems a ſtrange Thing to me, /ays Antipater, that An- 


te chelaus ſhould be now formalizing about his Title to a King- 
« dom; after fo abſolute an Exerciſe of ſovereign Power over 
'« it already; and not ſo much as troubling his Head neither 


« for Cæſar's Ratification, or Aſſent. I ſpeak of his late Maſſa» 
« cre of ſo many eus upon one of their Feſtivals : Ot ſup- 
* poſing the Puniſhment itſelf never ſo reaſonable, that 
*« which would have been an Act of Juſtice in a lauful Prince, 
« was yet a Murder in an Uſurper. If he acted as a King 
« without the Emperor's Approbation, it was an Affront to 
« Cz/ar: If he pretended to exerciſe Acts of Authority in the 


Capacity of a private Man, it was yet worſe. So that he 


could not reaſonably expect the Benefit of a derivative Pow- 
« er from C#ſar, in his Favour, after what he had done to ſup- 


ce plant it in the Original. He charg'd him likewiſe with, 


* changing Officers of the Army at his own Will and Plea- 
* ſure; placing-himſelf upon the Royal Throne, and hearing 
* Cauſes there in the Quality of a ſavereizn Prince receiving, 
© and anſwering publick Addreſſes and Petitions, and doing 
Fall thoſe: Things, in fine, without any Warrant, which 
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20 Cefir himſelf could have enabled him to do; taking upon 
| % himſelf, in his own Name alſo, to diſcharge thole that 
e ere committed to the Circus. He ſtarted, upon the whole, 
4 1 great many ObjeQons againſt him; ſome actually truez 

* and others, Fonſfidering the Heat and Ambition of a young 
Man, raiſed on a ſudden tô ſuch a Pitch of Oignity a | 
& Power, not altogether improbable : Beſide the i!]-natur'd MW 
*Extravagance of revelling Entertainment he made the very 
Night after the Death of his Father: which the People look'd 
© upon with ſo much Horror for the unnatural Ingratitude 
© of it, toward fo indulgent a Parent, that they were ready 
& to break out into an Uproar, to ſee how he impos'd upon 
&* the World with a perſonated Affection of Sorrow in the 
Pay- time, and ſpending the whole Night in Luxury and 
% Riot. How can Cſar imagine that this hard, perverſe 
* Man will ever be more thankful for a Crows to the Empe- 
*. rour, then he has ſhew'd himſelf to fo tender a Father 
„What can be mote inhumane then to ſing, feaſt, dance, 
e and rejoice at the Death of a Parent, as if it were for the 
1 1 Peſtruction of an Enemy! With what Face now ſhall this 
Man deſire Cz/ar to make him a King, that has already 
| taken upon him to make himſelf one, even without Cz#- MW 
7 fer ! But the great Aggravation of the Wiekedneſs in the 
« Temple, was the Horridneſs of the Murder in that ſacred Ml « 
« Place; and the doing it upon a /o/emn Feſtival, where 
o 

0 
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* both Oitizens and Strangers promiſcuouſly were ſlaugh- 
2 ter'd like Sacrifices ; The holy Place fill'd with Carcaſes; 
e and this Violence not committed by a Stranger neither, 
but by an Uſarper under the Countenance of Royal Power, *« 
© the better to colour his tyrannical, and barbarous Cruel- Ml « 
«ties. His Father knew his Temper ſo very well, that he 
« never ſo much as dreamt of him for a Succeſſor, ſo long as « 
« he was in his right Senſes; but Antipas was the Man he 
* pitch'd upon, in his former Teſtament, while he was as 
« yet in his Wits, and in ſound Health, both of Body and MW 
„ Mind; or putting the Caſe that Herod's Opinion of Ar- 
« chelaus might have been the ſame upon the making of his « 
« firſt Will, as it was afterward ; has he not done enough « 
e fince that Time to ſhew what a King he is like to make, 
« in aſſuming to act by a /e/f-created Power, and in the 
% Circumſtances of a private Man, to cut Throats in the ve. 
4 ry Temple.” Antipater, upon theſe Words, appeal'd t 5 
ſeveral of his Relations that were there preſent for Witneſ. hi 
fes to the Truth of what he had deliver'd, and ſo made an NY 


End of his Diſcourſe. wh 
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Micolaus argu'd on the Behalf of Archelaus, : That the Blood 4 


. of thoſe that were kill'd in the Temple reſted upon their 
% on Heads; and that they had carry'd the Tumult fo far, 
there was no other Way of ſuppreſſing it. The Inſolence, 


« *tis true, may ſeem to point at Archelaus ; but the Aron 
«& ſtruck at the Authority of Ceſar himſeif in the Murder of 
* thoſe Men, contrary to the Laws of God and Mations, and 
& without any Reſpect to the Sacreducſi of the Place, or Vecga- 
« ſion, that were ſent in an orderly Way to quiet the Mutz- 


„ neers. Now theſe are the People that Antiputer ſtands ap 


&« for, without either Honeſty or Shame, provided he may but 
“ gratify the Rancour of his Spleen to Archelazs. The Faul 


„ was in the Agreſſors; and not in thoſe that were both pro- 
„ yoked and neceſſitated to take up Arms ia their own De- 


& fence. As for the reſt of the Articles that were charg'd up- 
& op Archelaus, they were all retorted upon the Aecuſers them- 
6 ſelves, who were all conſenting to the very Action they com- 
% plain'd of: Beſide that they made the Thing a great Deal 
« worſe then it was, out of Spite to the Menager, though a 
« near Relation, and one that had deſerved highly well of 


e the Father, and'done many good Offices to the Family. As 


© to the Authority of the King's Teſtament, he was not only 
& in perfect Senſe and Memory when he wrote it; but ſecond 
* Wills, as well as /econd Thoughts are commonly beſt. And 
for a further Proof that it was written with Conſideration, 
he ſubmitted the Validity of it to the good Pleaſure of Cz- 


© ſar. But Cæſar, ſays he, is too generous to encourage un- 
é grateful Examples in Favour of a Sort of People, that, after 
© the higheſt Obligations imaginable toHeredinhis Life-time, 


take ſuch Pains to overthrow his Will now he is dead: Cæ- 
* ſar will rather exerciſe his Goodneſs in Favour of a faithful 


Friend and Ally, that lays himſelf at his Feet, and not ſuffer 


© his imperial Dignity and Juſtice that have made him fo fa- 
'* mous over the Face of the Earth, to be impos'd upon by 
Envy and Calumny. Will Autipater have Hered's Will 
to be the Will of a Mad-man, becauſe it deſigns fo dutiful a 
Son for a Succeſſor ? Or is it a Sign of Madueſi to pay fo 
* abſolute a Deference to the Liking and Authority of Cæ- 
© far? Tt would be hard to conceive, how Herod ſhould be 
* ſo miſtaken in the Perſon, and at the ſame Time ſo right 


“e in the prudential Part of the Method and Direction. 


When Nicolaus had nowfiniſh'd his Speech, Archelamsthrew 
himſelf at Ce/ar's Feet; who preſently taking him up with 
great Humanity, paſs'd this Judgment upon him, that he 
was worthy of a Crown; which was underſtood for a 1 
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| of owning his Authority. Cæſar finding the young Prince 
1 well ſatisfied, diſcharg'd the Meeting without coming to 
any final Reſolation at preſent, and ſo. took Time to bethit 
* bimſelf whether he ſhould ſettle the Government upon A. 
 *chelaus aline, or in Partition upon the whole Family, in re- 
„ gard that they all depended upon him alike. 
A | 
Maltace, the Mother of Archelaus dies. A Sedition in 
* Jeruſalem. Varus makes Examples of the Ringlead- 
ers. Sabinus has the Command in Varus's Abſence, 


Abe Jews threaten Sabinus. They draw into three Bo- 
dies, and Sabinus ſends to Varus for Relief. The Jews 
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mount the Temple Galleries and gall the Romans. 
The Romans ' fire. the Galleries and burn the jſews. 
The Temple rifled. The Jews beſet the Palace. Rufus 
and Gratus go over to the Romans. Several Rebellions, 
Two Thouſand of Herod's disbanded Men in a Body, 
udas, the notorious Robber, Simon, once a Servant 

.of Herod, ſets up for King. A ſharp Fight betwixt 
Simon and Gratus. Simon routed and taken, and 
his Head firuck-off. Athronges ſets up for King, with 

his four Brothers ; but in the End, they are all taken 
and ſuppreſs' d. Varus marches to the Relief of Ju- 
- . dza. The Rendezvous at Ptolemais. Varus /ays 
Sephotris in Aſhes, The Arabians burn Arus and Sap- 
ho. Emmaus burnt by Varus's Order, The Jews 

fly before Varus, and put ſome two Thouſand of the 
King: leaders to Death. Yen Thouſand Jews in a Ho. 
dy again. Ahiab makes them Priſoners of War. Va. 
rus leaves a_Garriſon at Jeruſalem, and returns to 

© Antioch. The Jews ſend an Embaſſy to Cæſar, 2, p 
gives them Audience in the Temple of Apollo. An R 
Invective againft Archelaus, Nicolaus, in Defence h 
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fi © D Efore this Affair could be ſettled, Marthace the Mother o he 
D  Archelaus fell ſick, and dy'd ; and News was brought 80 
1 em arus the Governour of Syria, that the Fews were * 50 
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ted, having been very mutinous and troubleſome ever fince. 


the Departure of Archelaus, But Varus falling upon them 
with his Troops before they could well gather to a Head, made 
Examples of the Ring-leaders, and fo having broken the Neck 
of the Sedition, went back again to Antioch; leaving only 
one Legion in Feruſalem to prevent Tumults. 2 
But this Proviſion was not ſufficient, it ſeems, for Varus 
was no ſooner gone, but Sabinus, Cæſar's Deputy -GCovernour ini 
Syria, looking upon himfelfnow by the Enforcement of theſe 
Troops and Guards, to be at leaſt a Match for the Multitude, 
he turned his Arms againſt the cus: galling and provoking 
them to the laſt Degree of Impatience ; attacking ſeveral of 
their Forts and Caſtles ; rifling and fearching every where at 
Pleaſure for conceal'd Money, under Pretext of publick Ser- 
vices; but all this While advancing his own private Ends of 


Gain and Booty. The Feaſt of the Paſſover ; (which is the 


Name of the moſt Celebrated Fe/tival we have,) that Feſtival,. 
I ſay, now drawjng-en, ay to Jeruſalem Thouſands 
and Thouſands of the Fews from all Quarters ; ſome for Wor- 
ſhip and Devotian, and others out of pure Spite and Revenge, 
Theſe Numbers gather'd together, not only from Judæa, 
where the Outrage fell heavieſt, but from Callilee, Idumea, 
Jericho, and from the Towns beyond Jordan,; being all unani- 
mouſly reſolved to call Sabinus to a ſevere Account. Fhey di- 
vided their Troops into three Bodies; one of them tookPoſſeſſi- 
on of the Circus; another was poſted upon the North and Eaſt 
Side of the Temple ; the Third upon the Veſt, where the King's 
Palace ſtood, When they had thus begirt, and hemmed - in 
the Romans, they made ready for the Aſſault. Sabinus was not 
a little ſurpriz'd at the Boldneſs of theſe People, and finding 
that they were deſperatcly reſolved either to conan or die, 


he ſent with all ſpeed to Varus for immediate Relief, for the 


Legion that he had left there would undoubtedly be cut to pig- 
ces elſe, He himſelf, in the mean Time, got up to the Top of 
a high Turret belonging to the Caſtle of Pha/ael, which was 
Erected in Memory of Herod's Brother who was flain by the 
Parthians, and from thence gave the Sign with his Hand to the 
Romans to ſally-out upon the eus; expecting that others 
ſhould expoſe their Lives to gratify his Avarice, at the ſame 
Time when he himſelf durſt not ſo much as ſhew his Head 


among his Friends, But the Romans put it to the venture 


however, and had a ſharp Encounter of it : for though the 
Soldiers did all that was poſſible for brave Men to do, the 
Jews kept-up their Hearts yet, notwithſtanding a great Loſs 
of their People, They poſſeſs'd themſelves after this, of ſome . 


Yyy | of 


— — — 
4s 


\# * 
85 
N 


" 
r 


— S . 


92922 — 
. * "Fn . 
N LIC ˖* 


, I 
o * 9 
N 


58 JW IB H AV TIC ritt. Book XVII. 


* N * , EF * . 4 - 
* A 


of the outward Galleries of the Temple, whence they gall'd 
the Romans from above, with Stones and Arrows from their 
Slingers and Archers, as Spectators rather then Actors, in 
that Part of the Combat ; for the Romans below, were out of 


Diſtance of reaching their Enemies. T he Fight continu'd a 
long Time upon this Diſadvantage, till in the End the Ro- 


mans ſet Fire to the Timber-Werk under the Galleries, and ply'd 
it ſo hard, that the Flame ſhot-up to the Roof in a Moment, 


and laying hold of the Pitch, Wax, and Oyls, that were em- 


ploy'd upon the Ornament and Guilding, put all into ſo fu- 
rious a Blaze, that it was certain Death, fo much as to at- 
tempt a Relief; for what with thofe that were cruſh'd to 


Death with the Fall of the Building, and thoſe that were put 


to the Sword upon the Ground, there was not ſo much as one 
Man ſcap'd of thoſe that had poſſeſs'd the Galleries; ſeveral 
of them in Deſpair or Aſtoniſhment leapt into the Flames in 
* Fright ; others eaſt themſelves upon the Points of their 
Swords: and for thoſethat thought to ſave themſelves in Holes, 
and hiding Places, they were all cut-off by the Soldiers; for 
what could their Conrage avail them without Arms! As the 
Fire flacken'd, the Romans preſs'd through the Ruins up to the 
very Repoſitory of the Holy Treaſure, whereof a conſiderable 
Part was pilfer'd, and embezel'd by the Soldiers, and not 
above four Hundred Talents, (as Sabinus pretended) that 
was brought to him. The eus were now in a double Di- 


ſtreſs; partly for the Loſs of ſo many of their dear Friends, 


and partly for the Sacrilegious Robbery committed upon their 


. 


*:conſcious to himſelf of what he had deſerv'd from the Jews, 


Temple: But however, in this Fit of Deſperation, they got a 
Body together of the moſt reſolute Men they had, and beſet 
the Palace with them ; menacing immediately to ſet Fire to 
it, and to put every Man to the Sword that ſhould 'ſcape the 
Flames, if they did not in that Inſtant quit the Place and de- 
part; with a Promiſe of Impunity to. Sabinus, and all his 
People, if they went away preſently ; the greater Part of the 
Court being alſo on their Side. Nuſus and Gratus with three 
Thouſand of Herod's chaice/t Men, went over to the Romans, 
together with the Hor/e that were under Rufus's Command, 
which was a ſeaſonable and a conſderable Enforcement, but 
the Jews ply'd their Work yet nevertheleſs, mining the Walls, 


menacing and adviſing the Enemy to be gone, while they 


might, without putting a People to the laſt Extremity of Deſ- 
peration that were reiolv'd at all Hazards to maintain their 
Liberties, with the Laws and' Cuſtoms of their Forefithers. 
Sabinus was willing enough to have comply'd, but being 
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he durſt not venture himſelf upon their Promiſe: Beſide that 
the Conditions were too Advantageous to be made Good, he 
thought, and ſo he determin'd to venture the holding of it 
out, in the Hope and Expectation of Succour from Varxs. 


While Matters at Jeruſalem were in this Poſture, there were 
ſeveral other Inſurrections alſo up and down in Judæa elſe- 


where, upon the Inſtigation either of Profit or of a vindictive 
Malice. There was a Matter of two Thouſand of Herod's 
Diſbanded Men gather'd together upon this Occaſion into a 
Body, with a Reſolution to encounter 4 Party of the King's 
under the Command of Ahiab, Herod's Nephew but Abiab 
knowing the People he had to do withal to be old Soldiers, 
and try'd Men, he kept off from fighting all that was poſh- 


ble, by ſhifting into Faſtneſſes, and Defilees, where there was 


no coming at them. 


On the other Hand, there was Judas the Son of Ezekias, 


the famous Rover that held Herod formerly fo long in Play, 
though at laſt he worſted him. This ſame Judas with a Band 
of deſperate Men that he had gotten about him at Sephoris, a 
City of Callilee, made an Inroad into the King's Country ; 
ſeiz'd his Magazines, and Military Stores; Arm'd all his Peo- 
ple to a Man, took the King's Moneys made himſelf formi- 
dable to the Inhabitants ; pillaging and ſpoiling wherever 


he came, and aſpiring, in fine, to the Government itſelf ; _ 


not by any Arts and Ways of Honour, (for he had no Skill 
that Way) but. upon the Encouragement of doing what 
Miſchief he pleas'd, Gratis. | — 
While Things were in this Confufion, there was one Simon, 
formerly a Servant of Xing Herod's ; but a Man mightily cele- 
brated for his prodigious Strength ; the Gracefulneſs and the 


Goodlineſs of his Perſon, and Stature: This Man had the Va- 


nity and Confidence to venture at the Crown ; took his Guards 
about him, and was ſaluted every where by the mad Multi- 
tude, with Aclamations of Gd /ave the King, and look'd up- 
on himſelf, in fine, to be the fitteſt Man in the whole World 
for the Command: and for a Prologue to his Greatnefs, 
he began with the burning and rifling of the Palace at Feri- 
cho, making the ſame Havock in other of the King's Houſes ; 


ſtill allowing his Followers the Advantage of the Booty. And 


he would not have ſtopt there neither, if he had not been ſea- 


ſonably prevented; but Gratzs, one of the King's Captains, 
and at that Time taking Part with the Romans, advanced with 


his Troops againſt Simon, and there paſs'd a very ſharp, and 


an obſtinate Fight betwixt them: But Simon's People that 
came fromthe other Side of Jordan, menaging the Action with 
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more Courage, then Skill, were totally routed and cut to pie- 
ces, and Simon himſelf being taken Priſoner in his Flight over 
certain difficult Paſſes; Gratus order'd his Head to be ſtruck- off. 
This Humour of the common People was up every where; 
for the Royal Palace at Amatha by the River Jordan, was 
burnt to the Ground too by ſuch another Sort of Rabble as 
thoſe that follow'd Simon. This Rage was little better then 
an epidemical Madneſs; and all for want of their own King, 
by good Reaſon, and Diſcipline, to keep the People in their 
Duty. But upon the bringing- in of Foreigners to reclaim 
them, whät with their intolerable Pride and Avarice, the 
People were only the worſe for't. | 
There was one Athronges too, a Man neither of Birth, 
Virtue, nor Fortune ; but one of the meaneſt even of Shep- 
+ herds, only a huge Bulk of Body, and a brutal Strength of 
"Limbs. With theſe Qualifications, he put-in for a Pretence 
to the Government, with a Reſolution to venture his Life 
for the obtaining of a Prerogative to do Miſchief at Will and 
Pleaſure. This 4thronges had four Brothers, as ſtrong, and 
as Gigantick as himſelf, and each of them a Troop of Sol- 
diers under his Command, which they look'd upon as a . 
Foundation ſufficient toward the - gaining of their Point, 
There were vaſt Multitudes of People that came-in to theſe 
five Brothers; and Athronges made uſe of his four Brethren 
to go upon Parties, and to act as his Lieutenants, while he 
Himſelf fat in Council with a Crown upon his Head, giving 
Orders and Reſolutions in Affairs of State. This Pageantry 
continu'd for ſome Time, and the Royal Stile and Title 
did not ſecm altogether idle neither; for they did what he 
would, and there was no diſputing of his Commands: Unmer- 
cifully cruel, whenever either the Romans, or the King's Sol. 
diers fell into his Power ; for he hated them both alike ; the 
one for the Liberties they had taken. under Herod ; and the 
other, for Injuries of freſher Date. The Animolity grew e- 
very Day ſo much more mortal and implacable then other, 
that betwixt the Havock they made for Profit and - Booty, 
and the Cruelties they committed, even for Cruelty's Sake, 
and to keep their Hands in Ure, there was no Creature 
fafe. They fell upon a Reman Convoy ont of an Ambuſh 
near Emmaus, with Corn and Arms for the Camp; kill'd the 
Commander Arrius, with forty of his Soldiers, all brave Men, 
upon the Place; and the reſt muſt have expected the ſame - 
Fate too, if Gratus had not brought them off with a Par- 
ty juſt in the Nick, leaving their Dead behind them. They 
"Fept-on ſkirmiſking at this rats for a long Time, to the 25 
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Trouble of the Romans, but a much greater to themſelves ; 
for in the Concluſion they were all taken ; one in an Encoun- 
ter with Gratus ; another by Ptolemy. The Eldeſt fell into 
the Hands of Archelaus, and the /a/# finding the Caſe deſpe- 
rate; their Men ſpent with Toil and Sickneſs, and no Hope 
of Recruits or Redreſs, yielded himſelf to Archelans upon his 
Oath and Honour for the Performance of Conditions. But 
this was ſome Time after. | . 

In this Licence of Robbery and Confuſion, every new Band 
of Mutineers would be ſetting- up neu Kings which tore the 
Commonwealth to Pieces: the Jews eſpecially, that were 
ſtill ſplitting into Fewds and Factions among themſelves; 
but the Romans all this while came off better Cheap. 
The News that Varus had received from Sabinus of the Dan- 
ger he was in, put him into ſo great an Apprehenſion for the- 
third Legion (which was the whole Number they had in Syria) 
that he took the other tuo, and four Troops of Horſe, with the 
Auxiliaries of the King's, and the Tetrarch's, and haſten'd 
away into Judea to the Relief of the Beſteged ; appointing the 
Rendezvous at Ptolemais, and taking fifteen Hundred Men along 
with him from Berytus by the Way. There was alſo Aretas 
the Petr ean(he that went over to the Romans out of a Pick to 
Herod) who ſupply'd him with a conſiderable Enforcement 
both of Horſe and Foot; but when the Army was drawn all 
into a Body at Ptolemars, Varus gave the Command of Part of 
it to his Son, and one of his particular Friends, with Order 
to march into Gal/i/ce, which is not far from Prolemais. Up- 
on this Inroad into the Country, he carry'd all before him 


wherever he met with any Oppoſition ; took Sephorzs ; laid 


the City in Aſhes, and ſold the People for Slaves at an Outcry. 


Varus himſelf advanced with his Army toward Samaria, but 


there was no Damage done to the City becauſe he knew them 
to be well affected; and in their own Diſpoſition, peaceable 
enough. But he encamped in a Village call'd Arus, which 
belong'd to Ptolemy. This Village the Arabians burnt, in re- 
vengeto the very Friends of Herod, for Herod's Sake. The Ar- 
my advanced afterward to Sampho, which the ſame Arabians 
rifled, though a ſtrong Place, and afterward ſet it a-fire : But, 
in ſhort, there was nothing 'ſcap'd them, that whole Ex- 
pedition, but all at the Mercy of Fire-and Sword. Emmaus 
was burnt by the Order of Varus, in revenge of his Soldiers 
that were ſlain there; but the Inhabitants had quitred it firſt, 
Upon his Approach from thence toward Jeruſalem, the Few 5 
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Fright brake up to ſhift for themſelves. Varus fell very ſe- 
'verely upon the Jeriſalem - Jcus for this ſcandalous Uproar ; 
but they had this to ſay in their Excuſe, that falling- out in 2 
Time when there was ſo vaſt a Recourſe of People to Jeruſa · 
lem, it was the Strangers made the Var, not the Inhabitants; 
and that they did not only not oppoſe the Romans, but ran 
the very Riſk with them in the Fate of the ſame Siege. As for 
Sabinus, Varus could never get Sight of him, but he with - 
drew himſelf out of the City toward the Sea. 

Varus, upon this, ſeat up and down all over the Country 
to inform himſelf of the Ring- leaders of the Revolt; and up- 
on clear Proofs againſt them, ſome he puniſh'd ; others he par- 
don'd and let go, crucifying a Matter - of two, Thouſand up- 
an this Occaſion, Varus's People had done a great many ill 
Things much againſt his Will, in the Heat and Rage of a Mi- 
litary Licence; ſo that finding no further Occaſion for his 
Army, he ſent it away: But hearing afterward that Ten Thouy 
ſand of the Jews were got into a Body, he order'd-out a 
ſtrong Detatchment to fall upon them in their Quarters, but 
without a Blow ſtriking, they deliver'd themſelves up to Abhi- 


ab Priſoners at Diſcretion, Varus ſet the common People at | 


Liberty; ſent the Heads of the Riot to Cæſar, and forgave all 
the reſt, ſaving only ſome Relations of Herod that had ſo lite 
tle Honour or Conſcience, as without any Regard to Affinity, 
er Juſtice, to Engage in ſo wicked a War. Matters being thus 
compos'd, Varus left the fame Legions ſtill in Garriſon at 
FZeruſalem, and went back to Antioch. | 

This Difhculty was no ſooner over in Zudea, but Archelaus 
was Encounter'd with another at Rome, that happen'd as fol- 
lows. © The J7eus with the Permiſſion of Varus, ſent an Em- 
<< baſſy to Auguſtus, for leave to menage and converſe among 
« themſelves, according to their own Laws. There were ty 

= uy joyn'd in the Commiſſion, and upward of cight Thou- 
« fand more of the City, that preſented themſelves to Second 
« them. Cæſar hereupon, appointed a ſelect Number of his 
« Friends, and others of the firft Rank in the City, to attend 
t him in the Temple of Apollo, a moſt magnificent Structure 
« of his own Erecting. Thither came the Emba/jadors allo 
« with a long Train of eus after them, and Archelaus, with 
* his Friends likewiſe. But the King's Relations could not 
tell which Way to turn themſelves: for on the one Hand, 
e they abhorr'd Arehelaus, and therefore could not ſide with 


“ him; and on the other Hand, if they ſhould have clos'd 


© with the Embayſadors, they muſt have betray'd themſelves 
to the King for Enemies tos Prince of their own Blood, There 
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« wes alſo Philip the Brother too, that came out of Syria by 
«© the Advice of Varus in the Proſpect of aſſiſting Arebelaus, 
% for whom he had a particular Tenderneſs and Reſpect. 
« But yet Philip all this while was not without Hope, that 
« if the Embaſladors ſhould gain their End, and the Digni- 
« ty come to be divided among Herod's Children, he might 
* come to put - in for a Part in the Kingdom himſelf.” 
The firſt Thing the Ambaſſadors inſiſted upon in their Ad- 
dreſs, was an earneſt Regueſt that they might be no longer un- 
der the Power of Kings ; and they began with the Hiſtory of 
the Miſgovernment and Iniquity of Herod. © He was a 
« King, they faid, only in Name ; but in the Exerciſe of his 
«© Power, @ Tyrant ; and not only vers'd in the common Arts 
« of Oppreſſion, but fruitful in Inventions of his own, to 
© improve the Myſtery, It would be to no Purpoſe to reck- 
on up how many Lives he has taken away, when the Sure 
© vivors were yet more miſerable then thoſe he deſtroy'd ; 
for they lived in perpetual Danger and Terror, under ſo 
«© mercileſs, and rapacious a Maſter, and as much at Mercy 
in their Fortunes as in their Perſons. What was all the 
Pomp and Vanity of his Expences upon Strangers for? thei 
6 repairing, rebuilding, beautifying, and enriching of their 
“Cities; but a ſingular Way he had found-out by him- 
© ſclfof dreyning and beggaring his own People at Home, 
„to gratify his Vanity abroad; and of turning a flouriſh- 
* ing and a plentiful Country into a. Deſert ? How many 
„of the Nobility has he put to Death, upon falſe frivolous 
Pretences, without any Colour of Law or Juſtice, and 
«© purely for the Benefit of their forfeited Eſtates! And how 
many others has he neceſſitated to compound for their 
Lives, with the Loſs of their Fortune! And ſo in the 
Matter of Tributes, and ordinary Taxes, it was not e- 
* nough for every Man to pay according to his Aſſeſſment, 
and Proportion, without Bribes, and Preſents over and 
above, to Court Minions, Collectors, and other raking Of. 
ficers and Servants, to prevent further Vexation. We ſhall 
ſay nothing of his brutal Practices, botk upon Virgins 
and Matrons, but paſs them over in Silence, for the Ho- 
© nour of thoſe innocent Names that ſuffer'd the Abuſe: But, 
© in ſhort, /ays he, if the fierceſt Beaſt in the Foreſt had been 
ſet over us, he would have govern'd us juſt as Herod did: 
* And of all the Miſeries that ever this Nation endur'd, the 
Calamity of his Reign was incomparably the greateſt : 
' Wherefore the People might well be allow'd to comple» 
ment Archelaus upon the Death of his Father, for they 
1 1 were 
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* were ſure beforchand, they could never have a worſe in 


* his Place, They were as frankly forward alſo, out of a 


*© Reſpect to the Son, in promoting the Funeral Honours of 
*© the Father, and ſo in other Offices of Deference, and good 
Manners, which they thought might gain upon the good 


Will of the Succeſſor: But Archelaus quickly gave the People 


* to underſtand, that he was his Father's own Son; and they 
might ſee even before he was in the Seat, what might af- 
* terward be expected from him whenever he came to go- 
* vern. His whole Fortune was as yet at the Mercy of Cæ- 
0 far ; and to give his new Subjects ſome Taſte beforehand 
of his Virtue, Modeſty, and Juſtice, he /acrificed three 
* Thouſand Citizens of his own Tribe to the Honour of God, 
* in the very Temple, with as little Regret, as if they had 
Ec been but ſo many common Victims. Let the World judge 
#. now of the Confidence of this odious Man, that can have 
* the Face, after the committing of ſo execrable an Outrage 
te himſelf, to charge the Crime upon others, and at the 
* fame Time to lay Claim to the Government.” The Em- 
baſſadors, in fine, ſumm'd up their whole Bus'neſs in a ſhort 
Requeſt to Cæſar, to change the Form of their Government, 


and deliver them from the Opprefſien of a Monarchy ; 


annexing them to Syria under ſuch Rulers as Cz/ar ſhould 
think fit to appoint: And it would then appear whether 
they were a People that delighted in Broils and Innovations, 
'or Men of Order and Obedience, under the Authority of 
Jawful Governours. | En 
The Embaſſadors having now deliver'd what they had to 
Hay, Nicolaus ſtood up in the Defence, both of Herod, and 
Archelaus. Pray under Favour, how came it (/ays he) 
if Herod was guilty of all this, that he ſhould never be 


e call'd to an Account for it in his Life-time, when they 


< might have appeal'd to the Juſtice of Auguſtus for Reme- 
F dy, and Satjsfaftion. For the Caſe of Archelaus, it was 
-< not properly his Act, but an abſolute Force put upon him 
te by the Contumacy of a Faction that firſt trampled upon 
ce the Laws in a feditious Tumult; and then with Swords 
ce and Stones, cut the Throats, and beat out the Brains of 
ce thoſe that were ſent to quiet them. And what was Ar- 


ce (helaus's Crime now, but the ſuppreſſing of an outrageous 


< TnſurreCtion by a ſtronger Power? But, /ays he, turning 
„ to the Accuſers : fo long as this Spirit of Anarchy reigns, 
« there is never any Peace to be expected; for nothing 
6e will ever ſatisfy theſe People, if they may not be their 
* own Judges, and Carvers.“ | | | 
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je Czfar's Generofity in Favour of Herod, The Portion of 
Jy y © the Sons of Herod, . 
Js W Hen Cæſar had heard both Sides, he diſmiſs'd the Aſ- 
-. i. ſembly, and after ſome few Days- declared Archelaus 


d Succeſſor to the one Moity of Herod's Juriſdiction, but under 
7 the Title of an Ethnarch, not of a King, with a Promiſe yer 
d, of the Kingdom too, whenever he ſhould make himſelf wor- 
d thy of that Honour, The other Half was divided betwixt the 
re two Sons of Herod, Philip, and that Antipas who had the 
7e Diſpute with Archelaus about the entire Succeſſion. This 
Te Autipas had for his Share, Gallilee, with the Country beyond 
Jordan, and two Hundred Talents a Year in Revenue. Phj- 


je 
bi lip's Portion was Batanea, Trachonitis, and Auranitis and 
rt Part of the Palace of Zenodorus, (as they call'd it) and a Hun- 


 dred Talents in Yearly Revenue. Archelaus had Judæa, I 
dumæa, and likewiſe Samaria ; which was diſcharg'd by Ce- 
far of a fourth Part of the Duty, for ſtanding loyal when 
the reſt were in Rebellion. There. fell to his Lot alſo the 


er 

s, Tower of Straton, Sebaſte, Joppa, and Jeruſalem : For Gaza, 
of Gadara, and Hippon, living in a Conformity to the Greek 
| Cuſtoms and Manners, were no longer Dependeacies upon 
0 the Kingdom, but annexed by Augu/tus to Syria. The Re- 
d venue of Archelaus upon the whole, was fix Hundred Talents. 
>) Thus ſtood the Patrimony of the Sons of Herod. And for 
de Salome beſide the Cities of Jamnia, Azotrs, and Phaſaelis, 
y and five Hundred Thouſand Pieces of minted Money, which her 
2. Brother had given her by Will, 4ugu/tus gave her alſo a Pu- 
” lace in Aſcalon, within the Dominion of Arcbhelaus; and her 
n Income was reckon'd at x Hundred Talents a Year : All the 
n other Legacies to the reſt of the King's Relations being made 
1; good alſo, according to the Will of Herod, Auguſtus beſtow'd 
of likewiſe upon Herod's two Virgin-Daughters, over and above 
_ what their Father left them, fuo Hundred aud fifty Thouſand 
Pieces of Silver, each, and marry'd them to the two Sons of 
g Pheroras. Nay, and what was yet more magnificent, and 
8, generous then all the reſt, he divided his own Legacies among 
9 the Sons of Herod too; ſome few Pieces of Plate excepted A 
ir Oy © 


—— — 


1 * See the gevifh Wars, I. 1. c. 9. 
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e kept to himſelf, not for the #alue of the Thing, but for 
the Memory of the Donor. © 9 
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4 Counterſeit- Alexander. The Mena 2 of the 1 mpoſ. 


ture. The Cheat paſſes among the Jews for Current. 
| He takes up Money upon his Royal Credit. He goes 
10 Rome with a Princely Train. The Jews flock to 
bim at Puteoli, and effewhere. Czſar ſends Celadus 
to fetch him. Cæſar finds him to be a Counterfeit ; and 
. be confeſſes the Abuſe, The Cheat is condemn'd 10 
. the Gallies, and the Adviſer put to Death. 


T* H E Bus neſs of the 7/1, and the Legacies being now over, 

there was a certain young Man, by Nation a Jew, and 
trained up at Sydon, with a Freeman of Rome, who had fo 
ſtrange a Reſemblance of Alexander the Son of Herod, who 
was put to Death by his Father, that it was almoſt impoſſible 
to have diſtinguiſhed the one from the other. This Jer took 
the Hint by the right Handle, and letting fall ſome Words 
pointing at the Relation he had to that Family, he infinuated, 
by this.glancing Way, ſome remote Pretenſion that he might 
have to the Crown. While this Fancy was in his Head, he 
eonferr'd Notes with a cunning Fellow of his own Tribe and 

Way: One that had run thorough all the Cabals, and In- 

trigues of the Court; and a Man made for Plots and Miſchief. . 

Upon laying their Heads together, it was this Sharper's Ad- 
vice, that the young Man ſhould fet up tor that very Alexan- 
der that was faid to be dead, and the Story, in ſhort, was 
to run thus. That the Perſon cutruſted with the Execution 
of the two Brothers, (Alexander and Ariſtobulus) had ſet-up 
two other Bodies in their Places, and fo preſerv'd them both. 
The Impaſtor was not only tickled himſelf with the Conceit of 
the Part he had to play ; but the Cheat paſs'd as Current upon 
ether People too; inſomuch that coming to Crete, and after 
that, to the Ifle of Melos, the Fews all ſwallow'd it fo. whole, 
'thathe took up ſeveral Sums of Money among them, upon the 
Credit of his Blood Royal. The Maggot had wrought ſo far 

by this Time, that he began now to build Caſtles in the Air, 
and ta dream of Principalities and Powers ; what Favourites 
he would raiſe, and to what Places and Preferments. With 
| | tele 
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theſe Crotchets in his Crown, away he went for Rome, With 
a fair Troop of his new Courtiers and Diſciples at his Heels. 
When he came to Puteoli, he had no ſooner Tet Foot a Share 
there, but all the cus, every Man of them that ever had any. 
Friendſhip, or Acquaintance with Herod, gather'd about him, 
and receiv'd him as their King: People being naturally c- 
ous, and credulous, where they have ſuch Reſemblances and 
Preſumptions to work upon: For this Perſon was fo very like 
the Prince, that ſeveral of his intimate Friends did not | 
affirm, but ſwear, upon the Sight of him; that this was . 
lexander himſelf, and could be no other. The Rumour of this 
Diſcovery coming to Rome, brought All the Jews out of that 
Quarter to meet him upon the Way; with Praiſes and Thank, 
givings in their Mouths, for the Bleſſing of ſo wondertul, 
and ſo ſurpriſing a Deliverance. He was carry*d in @ Lier 
with a princely Pomp, and Equipage, (his Fricnds Tparing 
for no Coſt) follow'd with Multitudes of People; loud Ac- 
clamations, Prayers, and good Wiſhes, as we fee commont= 
ly in ſuch extraordinary Caſes. But the great Honour they 
did him was for the Sake of his ſuppoſed Mother Mariam. 
Now Cæiſar looking upon Hed as a Man not to be ea 
impos'd upon, in a Matter of this Importance, would mot 
believe one Syllable of the Story; but yet for Surenels Sake, 
he ſent a Freeman of his, one Cæladus, a Contemporary and 
Companion of the two Brothers, to fetch this new Mens 
der, that he might have a Sight of him, which he did; amd 
Celadus was impoſed upon as well as the Reſt. But Czfar afe 
ter this, was not to be fo eaſily put upon; for though they 
were as like, as like could be upon the Main, vet if a Mam 
look'd narrowly he might find ſome particular Diſa 

too. As the Hands of the falſe Alexander were Callaus, and 
harden'd with Working; the Grain of his Skin, courſer them 
theirs are commonly that are brought-up in Delicacy and 
Pleaſure. Cœſar obſerving alſo how exactly the Maſter and rhe 
Scholar agreed in the ſame Tale, and that it was all but a 
made Story, aſked him what was become of Ar:/tobalus ; and 
ſince they were both deliver'd together, how it came to paſs 
they did not both appear together, and put in for their Pre- 
tenſions to their Inheritance. The impo/tor made Anſwer, that 
Ariſtobulus ſtay'd at Cyprus for Fear of the Danger of the Seas x 
for if they ſhould both have miſcarry'd together, the whole 
Race of Mariamne would have been extinct, and ſo Care was 
taken for Ariſtobulus, in caſe of the worſt. The faife Alexane 
der affirming this, and the Contriver of the Story joining ex- 
xtly with him in the Concert, Cut took the young Man 
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| Wo | aide. & Look ye, ſays he, put none of your Tricks upon 


eme at your own Peril. Speak Truth now, and I'll give 
= you your Life. Wherefore tell me immediately what you 
tre fora Man, and who it was that put you upon this Prac- 
. < rice; for you have not Years enow upon your Back to be 
_ © to malicious, without ſome other Inſtigation.“ When the 
Fellow found himſelf driven to the Wall, and that there was 
vo ſhifting, he told Auguſtus the whole Hiſtory, with the Au- 
f thor of the Invention, and the Manner of the Procceding. 
So Ce/ar was as good as his Word to the Counterfeit, and 
condemned him only to the Gallies, being of a robuſt Con- 
- Kitution of Body, and proper for that Service. His Adviſer 
was put to Death; and as for the Fews of Melos, they were 
fufficiently puniſh'd. in the Expence they had been at for the 
Honour of ſuch a Piece of Pageantry : And we are now 
come to the infamous End of a raſh and a bold Inpoſtor. 
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C HAP. XV. 


be Hiſtory of Archelaus in his Ethnarchy. Archelaus 
. "baniſh'd,' and his Goods confiſcate. A Foreboding 
Dream of Archelaus's. Simon, an Eſſene expounds it. 
. Glaphyra's Dream of ber fir Husband. 
A Rehelaus being now returned to Judea, and in Poſſeſſion 
= > of his Ethnarchy, removed Foazar the Son of Boethus from 
the Pontificat, for having taken Part (as was pretended) with 
2 ſeditious Faction; and to conferr'd the Dignity upon Elea- 
zar his Brother. He rebuilt the Palace at Jericho, at a moſt 
magnificent Expence, and drew down one Half of the Stream 
that water'd the Village of Veara, to a Grove of Paln-Trecs 
that he had lately planted in the Field below. He built alſo 
2 new Village, which he called Archelais, after his own 
Name ; and without any Regard to the Laws of his Country, 
he took Glaphyra to Wife, the Daughter of King Archelaus, 
and the Widow of his Brother Alexander, by whom he had 
ſeveral Children; though ſuch Marriages with Brother”s 
Wives are expreſiy forbidden by the Jewiſh Law ; neither 
had Eleazar any long Joy of his Dignity ; but 7eſus the Son 
of Sias was put inta his Office while he was yet living. 
n the tenth Year of the Government of Archelaus, the 
Head-Men of the Fews and Samaritans were ſo diſguſted at the 
tyran- 
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tyrannical Way of his Adminiſtration, that they join'd in a 
Complaint againſt him to Cæſar. And they proceeded in it 
with the more Confidence, becauſe they knew that extreme 
Severity to be directly contrary to the Order and Good - xing 
of Auguſtus ; who had expreſly charg'd him to govern his Peo- 
ple with Tenderneſs, Impartiality and Juſtice. Upon the 
Hearing of this Clamour, he ſent for Arehelaus, who was his 
Agent at Rome, to come to him immediately, and bade him 

o preſently and fetch the other Archelaus to him; without 
vouchſafing him a Letter. Archelaus polted away all he 
could into Zudea ; where he found the other Archelaus ma- 
king merry with his Friends; ſhew'd him Cæſar's Order, 
and call'd upon him to haſten away. Upon his Arrival at 
Rome, Ceſar heard both Charge and Defence ; paſled a Sen- 


tence of Baniſhment upon Archelaus, with Confiſcation of 


all his Goods, and fo ſent him away to Vienna, a City in 
Gaul. | | 

This Archelaus, a little before the calling of him away to 
Rome, had this following Dream, as he told it himſelf to fe» 


veral of his Friends, He fancy'd that he ſaw ten Ears of - 


In heat, all ripe and full, and the Oxer eating them. This 
_ Viſion, upon waking, ran in his Head ſo far, that he con- 
ſulted ſeveral Men of Reputation for their Skill that Way, 
about the Meaning of it: But the Interpreters being divided: 
one Simon an Eſſæene, with Leave of the reſt, gave his Opini- 
on upon the Signification of that Dream, which was, that it 
foreboded ſome Misfortune to Archelaus ; for the dreaming 
of Oxen, a Creature deſign'd for Labour, and Slavery, ſeems 
to import * Miſery ; and a Change of Affairs beſide, becauſe 
upon their turning- up the Ground, every Thing chang'd 
it's Place and Figure. By the fen Ears of Corn is intimat 
the ſame definite Number of Years, which take their Revö- 
lutions in Courſe, and the Reign of Archelaus ſeem'd to be 
now near an End. This was his Interpretation of the Dream: 
and upon the fifth Day after this Viſion, Archelaus, Cſur's 
Agent came into 7udæa, by the Order of Cæſar, to bring 
Archelaus to Auguſtus. | | ö 

His Wife G/aphyra, the Daughter of King Archcians, had 
alſo an odd. Kind of a Dream. This Glaphyra (as we have 
ſaid before) had for her firſt Huſband, Alexander, the Son 
of Herod, and the Brother of Arche/aus. Her ſecond Huſband, 
after the putting of the firſt to Death by his Father, was Juba 


the King of Mauritania; and after his Death living a Widow 
BY | ich 
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See Alrampychus in his Oneiro criticłt. 
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with her Father in Cappadocia, Archelaus turn'd off his for- 
mer Wie Mariamne ; and falling paſſionately in Love with 
Glaghyre, he marry'd her. During the Time of her coha- 
biting with Arebelaus, ſhe had this Dream. She fancy'd 
. that he faw her fir? Huſband Alexander coming toward 
= her; and that when ſhe thought to receive him into her 
t Arms, with all poſſible Joy and Kindneſs, he enter'd with 
. Her into this Manner of Expoſtulation. Glaphyra, ſays 
& he, thou haſt made good the old Saying, that there's 
« no trufting to Women. Was not I the Huſband of your 
« Virginity ? And had we not Children betwixt us, the 
4 Pledges of that Love? How could you forget that Obli- 
« gation ſo far, as to engage yourſelf in a ſecond Marriage? 
4 and after that into a rd; and ſo, ſhameleſly to break 
into my Family, and take my Brother Archelaus for your 
„ Hofband ? But, /ays he, that ancient Kindneſs (hall never 
© be forgotten, and it ſhall be my Care to deliver thee from 
this Reproach.” She told this Dream to ſeveral of her 
= She-Friends ; and within a few Days after departed this Life. 
Having had Occaſion in this Place to Diſcourſe of theſe 
" Princes, I thought it might do well enough to mention this 
- Circumſtance: Beſide that the very Example is very well 
worth the Conſideration ; beſide, that it is inſtructive alſo, 
with 2 Reſpect to the Divinity ef the Soul, and to the Wil- 
dom of Divine Providence. He that will not believe this, is 
at Liberty to think what he pleaſes, provided that others may 
be left to their Freedom too, in making a moral Uſe of theſe 
Diſcourſes. As to the Lands of Archelaus, Ceſar laid them 
to Fyria, and Crfar ſent Cyrenius, a Man of conſular Autho- 
—_— the Province, and to diſpoſe of the Palace of Au- 
pu. feng 8 | | 
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Cyrenius made Governour of Syria: and Coponius Ga- 
vernour of Judza, ſent along with him. Cyreaius 
levies a Tax: The Jews murmur at it; but Joazat 
keeps them quiet, Judas, a Gaulanite of Gamala; 
and Saddock, a Phariſee, commit horrible Outrages, 

under the Colour of a common Good. 7% Temple 
burnt to the Ground, The Fruit of Innovations. Ye. 
das aud Saddock „art a fourth Sect, 1 


TRE NIUS was at this Time ſent Governour by Cz» 
far into ria. He was a Man of eminent Fame; 
a Roman Senitor, and one that had paſs'd through 

all the Degrees and Offices of Honour, up to the Dignity. 

of a Conſul. Coponius, who commanded the Horſe, went a- 

long with him, as Governour of Fudan ; but Judge being 

already annexed to Syria, it was Cyrenizs's Province to tax 
and % thoſe People, and to malle Seizure pi the Monies 
and Moveubles of 4rcic/aus. 
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The Fews grumbled at this Way of aſſeſſing at firſt ; but 
betwirt che Perſwaſion and Authority of the High-Pric/? Jo- 
dzar, the Son of Bocthus, they were prevail'd upon to ſubmit 
and comply, without any further Trouble. There came in 


2 who together with one Saddock a Phariſee, inveig- 
ed the Pegple into a Revolt. Taxes, they /aid, were on- 
ec ly Marks of Slavery, and therefore the whole Nation 
* ſhould do well to ſtand up for an wniverſal Liberty ; and 
& one lucky Hit would make them free and eaſy for ever, 
“ and advance them in their Reputation, 2 with as ſecure 
te them in their Poſſeflions.” | | 
This was enough ſaid to put the Multitude in Tune for any 
Sort of Miſchief; and it is not to be expreſs'd, the Havock 
theſe turbulent Incendiaries made in the Nation : what with 
Murders, Robberies, Depredations, without Diſtinction of 
Friend or Foe; Aſſaſſinates, Maſſacres, and what not? under 
a Pretext all this while, of advancing the common Good of 
Liberty and Preperty ; and nothing at laſt but Paſſion and pri- 
vate Intereſt in the Bottom. And at the ſame Time, while the 
Citizens were tearing one another to Pieces at Home with a 
civil War in their own Bowels; a foreign War upon them from 
Abroad, and a terrible Famine to encounter over and above, 
mothing could yet put a Stop to the outrageous Courſe they 
were in, of Blood and Deſolation ; till the Fre, in the Con- 
cluſion laid hold of the holy Temple itſelf. 
This was the Fruit of hankering after new Laws, and Cu- 
ftoms, and quitting eſtabliſnt Foundations. And it was all 
along of Judas, and Saddoch, that out of a capricious Singu- 
larity of Humour, would needs be ſuperadding a fourth Sect 
to the three former; by which Bait of Innovation, they 
drew. in a mighty Party to them; and not only prov'd the 
Occaſion of a preſent Confuſion, but laid the Foundation of 
greater Miſchiefs to come. Wherefore it will not be amiſs 
to fay ſomewhat in this Place of thoſe pernicious Opinions 
and Principles that have wrought us all this Wo. 


* 
—— — * 


CHAP, II. 


The Phariſees Practices and Opinions. Men of great 
Reputation with the People. The Way of the Saddu- 
cees. The Eſſenes; their Doctrine, Courſe of Life, 


ty, that owns no Superior byt Gd. 


| There 


Play ſoon after this, one Judas, a Caulanite, of the City ol 


and Government. A fourth Sect for abſolute Liber- 
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T the Fews. The E/enes, the Sadducees, and thoſe they call'q 


Here were of Old three famous Sects of * Religion amon 


Phariſees. I have touch'd upon them already, in the ſecond 
Book of my Wars of the Fews ; but it will be proper eriough 
to ſay ſomewhat further of them alſo in this Place, 
The Phariſees Manner of Life is ſimple, and auſtere, with- 
out any luxurious Delicacies. They make a Conſcience 6f 


kee ping cloſe to the Dictates of their Reaſon, and pay ſuch a 


Venerztion to the Counſels of their E/ders, that they hearken 
to them without any Contradiction or Controul. They a- 
ſcribe *11 Things to Fate ; but not fo, as abſolutely to exelude 
Free Will neither. For though all Things are done, they ſay, 
by God's Order, and Appointment ; this does not yet hinder the 
Concurrence of the Will, in Caſes that have a Regard either 
to Good or Evil. They believe the /mmortality of the Soul, and 
a Future State of Reward and Puniſhment, in another World. 
The wicked to be condemn'd to perpetual Chains, and Dark» 
neſs, and the Good to riſe again with Comfort. By theſe 
Doctrines they have advanced themſelves to a mighty Reputa- 
tion among the People : and all Thingsare done in the folemn 
Offices of Prayer, and Divine Worſhip, according to their 
Senſe and Freſcription : Such is the Veneration the People 


have for the Wiſdom, Temperance, and Integrity of theſe 
Men. | | 


The Sadducees, on the other Hand, hold that our Bodies 


and Souls die together; and that we have no other Obligation 


upon us then to obſerve the Lau: Infomuch that they va- 
lue themſelves upon a Right they have to diſpute the higheſt 
Points with their Teachers: The'e People are not many in 
Number, but for the moſt part Men of Quality, and Matters 


go ſeldom their Way; for when they come once to bear Offi 


ces, how unwillingly ſoever, they are forc'd to go over in a 
Conformity to the Phariſees, for the common People will not 
ſuffer it to be otherwiſe, | 
The Enes aſcribe the Government of the World to God's 
Providence, without any Exception. They hold the Immortali- 
ty of the Soul; and celebrate Zuftrce, both in Practice and 
Doctrine, as the Sovereign-Virtue. They ſend their Gifts to the 
Temple, without going thither #hem/ſe/ves ; for they offer their 
Sacrifices apart, ina peculiar Way of :r/hip, and with more 
Religious Ceremonies. As to their Converſation, they are Men of 
| 21 Excellent 


So I chuſe to render the Word Phil:/5phra, which is ſometimes ta- 
ken for Pizty or Re/igion, both in ſacred and prophane Writerce 
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Excellent Morals; and their whole Bus'neſs in the World, 
is Huſbandry. They are eminent for their Fu/tice, beyond ei- 
ther Greeks, or Barbarians, as a Virtue that hath been a long 
Time their Application and Study. Their Goods are all in 
Common, without any Diſtinction of Rich and Poor among 
them. They have neither V/ives nor Servants ; for they look | 
upon the one as an Encroachment upon the natural Liberty 
of Mankind, and the other as a Circumſtance that carries 
Trouble and Uneaſyneſs along with it: So that they chuſe 
rather by a mutual Exchange of good Offices to help one a- 
nother. This is their Way of Life, and they reckon them. 
ſelves to be upward of four Thouſand Souls in this Society. 
Their Treaſurers and Commiſſaries are Men of Integrity, 
choſen from among their Prze/?s, and it is their Care to make 
Proviſion out of the Fruits of the Earth for the feeding and 
maintaining of the whole Body. They live, upon the main, 
much at. the rate of the Pliſſi among the Dacians. 5 
The Founder of the Fourth Sect of Religion was Judas 
. Gallilens, and this was much the ſame with that of the PH. 
riſces, ſaving only in the Maxim of an Uncontroulable Liberty; 


for they own no other Lord and Superior then God himſelf, £0 | 


and will rather expoſe themſelves, and their deareſt Relati- 
ons to the moſt exquiſite of Torments, then call any Man by 
the Name of Maſter. But this is ſo known a Truth upon e- 
very Day's Obſervation and Experience, that it will need no- 
Further Confirmation ; beſide that all that can be faid of it by 
will fall infinitely ſhort of expreſſing the invincible Conſtan- 
ey of theſe People, in the Contempt of Pain: and this Ani-þ 
moſity was yet farther inflamed, by the inſupportable Cruel- 
ties of Geffius Florus, the Governour of Fudea, which ended 
at laſt in a downright Revolt from the Romans. And this is 
all I have to (ay of their Sects. | 


F 
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lere with Citeleyius J read tes Plilgſephias for tom Philo/ophoon, 
See the Notes to his Menum. Eccle/. Gr. Vol. 2: p. $49. 
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Cyrenius ſz!!s Archelaus's Eſtate. A Tumult againſt 
oazar. Cyrenius depoſes him and advances Ananus. 
Herod and Philip ſettled in their Tetrarchy. Herod 
fortifies Sephoris and Betaramphtha: Hie beautifies 
Paleas, and calls it Cæſarea. He enlarges Bethſaida, 
and calls it Julias. The Samaritans prophane the Holy 
Temple. Coponius returns to Rome; and Marcus 

. Ambivius ſucceeds him. Salome dies, and leaves a 
vaſt Eſtate to Julia. Rufus ſucceeds Ambivius. Au- 
guſtus dies, and Nero ſucceeds him. Valerius Gratus, 
Governour of ſudæa. Ananus removed, and Iſmael 


= Fucceeds him; Eleazar comes after Iſmael: Simon, 


after Eleazar; and from Simon to Joſeph. Gratus re- 
turns, and Pilate ſucceeds him. Herod builds a City, 
and calls it Tiberias. Phraates murder*d by his Sort 
Phraataces. The on deſtroy'd by a Tumult. Herod 
cut off by a Conſpiracy, An Embaſly to chuſe one of 
the Hoſtages for King. Vonones beats Artabanus in- 
to Media, Vonones totally Routed : Artabanus pur- 
ſues him. Vonones flies into Armenia. Caeſar refu- 
ſes to aſſiſt im, Armenia ſides with Artabanus. Vo- 
nones received by Syllanus. Antiochus the King of 
Comagena, dies. A Diſpute about the Form of Go- 
vernment. Germanicus ſent to compoſe the Contro- 
verſy, and he is Poyſon'd by Pytho. 


AFrer Cyrenius had made Sale of the forfeited Goods and 
+> Eſtate of Archelaus, and ſettled a Tax according to his 
Order; which happen'd in the 37th Year after the Battle of 
Actium, wherein Cæſar got the Better of Anthony, the People 
brake out into a Tumult againſt Feazar, the High Prieſt, and 
Cyrenius depos'd him from his Dignity, ſubſtituting Ananus, 
the Son of Seth, to ſucceed in his Place. Fr 
Hierod and Philip, being now ſettled in their Tetrarchies, 
put all Things in the beſt Order they could. The former be- 
gan with the fortifying and walling-in of Sephoris, which he 
made the Bulwark and the Capital of all Callilee; and after 
that, he fortity'd another Town alſo, which at that Time was 
ZEA | called 
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called Betaramptha ; but he changed the Name afterward to 
Julias, in Honour of the Empreſs. Philip, for his Part, beau- 
tify'd and enlarged Paleas at the Head of the River Jordan, 
and gave it the Name of Cæſarea, and fo for the Village of 
Bethjaida upon the Bank of the Lake of Genezareth ; he 
built it up to the Bulk and Appearance of a magnificent City; 
rich and pepulous, and giving it the Name alſo of Julius, 
out of a Reſpect to Julia, the Daughter of Ceſar. 

As for Coponi us, that was ſent (as we ſaid) with Cyrenius 
into Fudea, there happen'd this Diſorder while he was there 
in his Government. It is uſual for the Prieſis upon the Feaſt 

of Unleavened Bread, or as we call it, the Paſchal Feaſt to 
_ open the Doors of the Temple after Midnight, Now there was 
a Company of Samaritans that Nlipt privately into Zeruſalem ; 
and waiting for the opening of the Doors, ſtept immediately 
into the Tempe, and threw dead Mens Bones about, into 
the Galleries, and every where up and down. The Prieſts | 
took this Inſolence for a Warning; and after that, kept a 
better Guard. ; 
Coponius a little after this, returning to Rome, Marcus Am- 
zivius ſucceeded him to the Government, in whoſe Time 
dy'd Salome the Siſter of Herod, and left to Julia over and a- 
bove her Toparchy, the City of Famnia, Phaſaelis upon the 
Plain, and Archelais, with ſeveral Plantations of Palm- Trees, 
that bear ſuch excellent Fruit. ; 
Annius Rufus ſucceeded Ambrvins ; _ in bis Time, 
Auguſtus departed this Life. He was the Second of the Ro- 
man Emperours, and ruled the Commonwealth Fifty ſeven Þ 
Years, fix Months, and two Days; having been for fourteen Þþ 
Years of the Time a Partner and Companion with Anthony Þ 
in the Government ; and upon the whole, his Age was Se- 
venty ſeven Years. 

Tiberius Nero, his don in- Law, and the Son of Livia his 
Wife ſucceeded Augu ſtus, being the Third E mperour of the Ro- 
mans ; and ſent Valerius Gratus, to be Gevernour of Fudma in- 
ſtead of Aunius Rufus. Heremov'd Auauus from the Pontificat, 

and put //rael, the Son of Fabius in his Place; who was lon 
after depos'd, and the Honour transferr'd to E leazar the Son 
of Ananus the High-Prieſt : And it was taken from him in 
one Year more too, and given to Simon the Son of Camith ; 
who, after another Year, was commanded to deliver it up to 
Joſe 18 whoſe Sur name was Caiphas. Gratus having been now 
: Eleven 
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Eleven Years in his Government, went back to Rome, and 
Pontius Pilate ſucceeded him. | ER. 

Herod the Tetrarch was now in great Favour with Tiberjzs, 
and erected a City to his Honour by the Name of Tiberias. 
He built it upon the beſt Spot of Ground in all Callilee, on the 
Bank of the Lake of Genezareth, and not far from the Hot Baths 
at Emmaus. This City was Peopled, partly by Strangers, 
partly by Gallileans : Some were fain to live there upon Force, 
and ſeveral of the better Sort took up their Habitation there 
upon Choice. And for the Peopling of it ſo much the ſooner, 
there came a Multitude thither from all Quarters, and of all 
Sorts, even down to Men of the meaneſt Condition; and ſe- 
veral of them ſuſpected to be Slaves: But for their greater 
Encouragement to fix and ſettle there, he gave them very 
conſiderable Privileges and Immunities; Houſes to ſome, 
and Lands to others, to make the Violatian of the Laws go 
down ſa much the better ; for the Place being full of Sepul- 
chres, and polluted with dead Bodies, the Inhabitants are ac- 
counted unclean for ſeven Days after. 

Phraates, the King of the Parthians was at this Time trea- 
cherouſly murder'd by his Son Phraataces : and the Manner 
of it was This ; Phraates, among other Preſents that were 
ſent him by Cz/ar, had an Italian Woman for one, whole Name 
was Thermuſa. He took her at firſt in the Quality of a Concu- 
bine, but came in Time to be ſo charm'd with her Beauty and 
Z Converſation, that having one Son by her whoſe Name was 
Phraataces, he took her to his lawful Bed, having other le- 
gitimate Children of his own already, This Thermu/a had a 
Deſign in her Head to put her Son in a Way to be King of 
Parthia ; but there was nothing to be dane, ſhe ſaw, without 
firit ſending the legitimate Sons out of the Way: So ſhe 
mov'd her Huſband in it, and it was done for the aſking; fo 
ablolute was the Dominion ſhe had over the Spirit of that 
Man. The young Men being ſent away to Rome for Hoſtages, 
Phraataces was train'd up at Home alone to an Expectancy 
of the Kingdom. But it was ſo tedions a Thing, he thought, 
for him ta wait for a Crown in Reverſion, that he enter'd 
into a Conſpiracy with his Mother to ſhorten the Bus'neſs by 
taking away the Life of his Father, which was accordingly 
done; and he more then ſuſpected alſo of an Inceſtusus Fami: 
liarity with that lewd Woman: But Phraataces made himiclk. 
ſp odious to the People, both for the Parricide and for the Ju- 


2 ce/t, 


Phraates in the Verſion of Epiphanius Schalaſticus. 
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ceſt, that before he could come to enter upon the Govern» 

ment, he was driven-out by a Tumult, and ſo periſh'd, 
Now the Parthian Nobility, conſidering that there was no 
living for.them without a King, and reſolving with themſelves 
not to ſet any Prince upon the Throne, but of the Family 
of the Arſacide (the Blood of Phraates being already ſuffi- 
ciently teynted by the Luſts of this beaſtly Woman) they Þ 
ſent Embaſſadors with an Invitation to Herod ; who was, 'tis 
true, of the Royal Line; but ſo hateful withal to the Multi- 
tude, for the untractable outrageous Cruelty of his Nature, | 
that a Band of Conſpirators ſet upon him, and kill'd him; the 
Parthians never going without their Swords. Some ſay the 
Execution was done at a Sacrifice, on a Banquet but the 
molt received Account is, that he was kill'd a Hunting, 5 
Upon this, they ſent an Embaſſy to Rome, deſiring one of 
the Parthian Hoſtages for their King to ſupply the preſent Va- 
cancy ; and making choice of Vonones before the reſt of the | 
Brothers, He was recommended as a Prince Worthy of the 
Honour that was now offter'd him, in the Command of two 
of the moſt glorious Empires upon the Face of the Earth, (the | 
Roman, that is, and the Parthian.) But the Parthians being na- 
turally fickle, and haughty, quickly repented of their Choice. | 
Their Stomachs were too big to trucle to a S/ave, they ſaid, 
for ſo they tranſlated the Word Haſtage, and twited him at e- 
very Turn with the Reproach of that Application : for this Þ 

was not a King, they ſaid, impos'd upon them by any Law of 
Arms, but a ſcandalous Condition of a ſhameful Peace. In this 
Heat of Indignation, they ſent for Artabanus, who was then 
King of the Medes, and of the Blood of the Arſaci dæ, who Þ 
was eaſily prevail'd upon, and came preſently with a conſi- 
derable Army; Vonones encounter'd him, and beat him back 
again into Media; the Generality of the Parthians ſtanding 
as yet firm to their Duty; but Artabanus being in a ſhort Time 
Reinforced, gave a notable Overthrow to Vonones in a ſecond 
Battle, ſo that he had much ado with ſome few Horſe to ſave 
himſelf in Seleucia. Artabanus, taking advantage of the Con- 
ſternation the Barbarians were in, preſs'd upon the Purſuit 
with a terrible Slaughter, and ſo betook himſelf to Cteſiphon 
with his conquering Army. This Action put him in Poſſoſſi- 
on of the Kingdom of Parthia. Veonozes in the mean Time 
fled into Armenia, with a Project in his Head to make him- 
ſelf Maſter there; ſolliciting Cæſuar allo, at the ſame Time by 
an Embaſſj to aſſiſt him in his Deſign; but whether it was 
that the Emperour ſuſpected his Courage; or that he himſelf 
Was afraid of diſobliging the Parthians, who then threaten'd 
3 | A War 
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2 War upon him, Tiberizs abſolutely ſtood off, and would 


not meddle in the Matter. This Repulſe brake the Neck of 


all Yonones's Hopes; eſpecially finding that the great Men of 
Armenia that border'd upon Niphates, ſided all with Artaba- 
nus. So that in the Concluſion, he deliver'd himſelf up to 
Syllanus the Governour of Syria, who out of a Reſpett to for- 
mer Acquaintance with him at Nome, gave him a very ho- 
nourable Reception and Entertainment. Artabanus being 
now at Eaſe, made his Son Orodoes King of Armenia. 

There happen'd about that Time, upon the Death of Anti- 
schus King of Comagena, a Controverſy betwixt the Lords and 
Commons, the former were for reducing the Kingdom into 
the State of a Province; and the other for being under a King 
ſtill, as they were before. Upon this Diſpute, Germanicus 
was order'd away into the Ea by a Decree of the Senate for 


| compoſing of this Difference, and Fortune improv'd this 


Occaſion to the Ruin of that excellent Prince: For after he 
had ſettled, and quieted Affairs in Syria, he was poyſan'd by 
the Practice of Piſe, as we ſhall ſet forth elſewhere. 


— 
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Standards ſet up in Jeruſalem with Cæſar's Image upon 
them. The Jews petition againſt them. Pilate oppoſes 
it, and lays an Ambuſh for them; commanding them 
upon pain of Death, to depart. The Jews peremptors- 


ly refuſe ; and upon that, the Images are femov'd. Pi. 


late demands Money out of the Holy Treaſury. The 
Jews gather in a Tumult. The Soldiers diſperſe them. 
Joſeph's Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. Decius Mundus 
falls in loye with Paulina; and in Deſpair, reſolves. to 
Kill himjelf. Ide undertakes to bring it about, and 
concert the Matter with the Prieſts of Iſis. The Prieſt 
gives her an Invitation from the God Anubis, and 
puts one upon her for the other. Mundus fits her 
for it. The Prieſt and Ide are Crucify*d, and the Tem- 
ple of” Iſis is pulPd down. | 


Pate, the Governour of yudæa, upon the Removal of certain 


Troops from Cæſarea to their Winter- Quarters in Jeruſalem, 


drought ſeveral Standards into the City with the Image of 


2224 Ce/a 
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Ceſar upon them, to the Scandal of the Jews/h. Laws, which 


expreſly prohibit the Uſe of ſuch Figures ; ; and for this Rea- 


fon it was that no former Governours ever bronght Colours 
with Pictures upon them into the City before. Pilate was 
the fir/t that ever tranſgreſs'd this Rule; and they were 


brought into the Town by Stealth too, and there planted in 


the dead of the Night, when no Body was aware of them. 
But when the Citizens came to take Notice of them the next 


Morning, they gather'd together in great Multitudes, and 


went their Way to Pilate at Cæſarea, with a Petition for the 
Removal of thoſe Images to ſome other Place. Aſter ſeve- 
ral Days waiting, and Pilate ſtill refuſing, upon a Pretext 
that it was a eb not to be granted without an Affront 
to Cœſar, they ſtill perſiſted in their Importunities; but the 
Governour, at laſt, upon the ſeventh Day of the Jews Aiten- 
dance, commanded a Party of Soldiers to be privately ready 
in their Arms, where he appointed them, and thereupon 
mounted a 7 ribunal that he had cauſed to be erected ir the 
Gircus, as a Place the moſt commodious for a Surprize ; the 


People preſſing him over and over ſtill, about the fame Bus“ 


neſs, till P;/ate at laſt gave a Signal to the Soldiers to come 
put, and order'd them immediately to cut all thei: Throats ; 


if in that Inſtant they ſhould not every Man depart to his 


own Home and be quiet; But the eus caſt themſelves all 
flat upon the Ground, and ſtretching out their Necks, gave 
to underſtand that their very Lives were not ſo dear to them 
as the Laws of their Country. This wonderful Conſtancy 
wrought ſa far upon Pilate, that he preſently cauſed the F. 


* Mages to be carry'd back again from Jeruſalem to Ca ſarea. 


P31 ate being now upon a Deſign of bringing an Asiſeduct to 
Fer wſalem, fore two Hundred Furlongs off from the City, de- 
manded Money out of the holy Treaſury to defray the Charge of 
the Work. Phe People took this ſo heinoufly, that they got 
ſeveral Thonfands of them in a Bady together, to try what 
might be done by Multitudes, and Clamonr, to divert him 
from his Purpoſe. Some there were in this Rabble (as it falls 
out commonly in popular Confuſions) that gave Pilatè perſo- 
nal Provocations, with foul Language : Infomuch that he 
order'd a certain Number of Soldiers to put themſelves in a 
Ring about the Multitude, with Clubs under their Coats, in 
the Habit of Country- Fellows; telling them what they were 
to do, upon his giving the Ward, in Caſe of any further Re- 
viling, or Reproach. The Rabble went on with their Ribate 
dry; and the Word being given, the Soldiers fell on with their 
Clubs, and went in Ko ruth veyond their Commillion tao 11 
7 10 
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the Innocent ſcap'd no better then the Guilty. The Encoun - 
ter, in fine, was ſo unequal, betwixt Men with Weapons 
on the one Side, and naked Men on the other, that the Jews 
ere ſome killed; others wounded and diſpers'd, and fo an 
End put to the Tumult. . 7" I : 
At the fame Time there was one Jefis ; a Wiſeman, if at 
Yeaſt a MAM he may be call'd. He was a great Worker of 
Miracles, and a Teacher of thoſe that were curious, and de- 
frous to learn the Truth, and he had a great many Follow- 
ers, both Fews and Gentiles. This was the Chriſt, that was 
accuſed by the Princes and great Men of our Nation. Pilate 
deliver'd him up to the Cro/5 ; and all this notwithſtanding, 
thoſe that lov'd him at firſt did not forſake him. He was ſeen a. 
live again the third Day after hisCrucifixion, as had beenforetold 
by ſeveral Prophets ; with other Wonders that he wrought; 
and there are a Sort of People that to this Day bear the 
Name of Chriſtians, as owning him for their Head. 
About the ſame Time there was another Mis fortune befel the 
Jcus, and likewiſe a moſt ſcandalous Paſſage diſcover'd at 
Rome, upon Occaſion of a Sacrifice to 1/rs ; but I ſhall begin 
with this, and proceed afterward to what concerns the eus. 
There was at Rome one Paulina, a Woman not leſs eminent 
for her Virtue then ſhe was for her Birth, rich, lovely, and 
in the very Flower of her Beauty; and withal of a Modeſty 
beyond Exception. She was marry'd to one Saturninus, a Hus- 
band worthy of ſuch a Wife; and one Decius Mundus, a No- 
man Knight, and in the Prime of his Age, was fall'n deſperate- 
ly in Love with her. This Paulina being a Perſon above 
the Temptation of Money or Preſents, the young Man was 
the more enflam'd by the Deſpair of gaining her; but pro- 
ceeded ſo far Ewever as to offer her two Hundred Thonind - 
Drachma's for only one Nights Lodging. When he ioupd this 
would not do; and that the Rage of his Love grew more and 
more intolerable, he #0ok up a Reſolution of putting an End 
both to his Paſhon, and to his Life together, by ſtarving him- 
ſelf. There was one Ide, a freed Woman belonging to the 
Father of Mundus, a cunning Gipſy, and one that uuderſtood 
more Tricks then were for her Credit. This Woman ſaw 
what he was about; and finding that there was no taking of 
dim off by the Force of Argument or Reaſon, ſhe went ano- 
ther Way to Work by wheedling and heartening him up to 
hope the beſt; for ſhe did not yet deſpair, ſhe ſaid, of put- 
ting Paulina into his Arms; and that ſhe believed a Prefent of 
fifty Thouſand Drachma's might do the Work. Mundus was 
apundantly ſatisſy'd with the Propofal, and gave her the Mo- 
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ny ſhe deſir'd; but that was not the Way ſhe knew to deal 
with Paulina: So that reflecting upon it, how paſſionate a 
| Reverence ſhe had for the Goddels /frs, ſhe had Recourſe to this 
Invention. She got together ſeveral of the Pric/?s of Iſis, and 
having firſt ſworn them to Secrecy ; and which is more, fe: 
cur'd them of a Reward of twenty five Thouſand Drachma's 
down in Hand, and as many more when the Work was done, | 
| the told them the Bus'neſs of the Amour, and more earneſtly 
begg'd their Aſſiſtance toward the bringing of the young Man 
and his Miſtreſs together. The Temptation was ſtrong, and 
Fleſh and Blood weak, ſo that they promis'd fair; and the 
eldeſt of the Company went preſently upon the Errandao Pau- 
line, where he told her in a private Audience, that he came 
with a Meſſage from the God Anubis, who was fall'n extreme- 
ly-in Love with her, and ſhe muſt needs give him a Viſit. 
She made the Meſſenger very Welcome ; and laid the Honour 
ſo to Heart, that ſhe could not forbear talking of it up and 
down among her She-Companions, how great a Kindneſs the 
God Anubis had for her. She told her Huſband as much too; 
and that the Aſſignation was already paſs'd for them to eat, 
and ly together: which the Good-man was well enough 
leas'd withal, conſidering the Proofs he had of his Wife's in- 
. and inviolable Virtue. Paulina, in Purſuance of 
this Fancy, went into the Temple ; where, after Supper, about 
Neeping Time, ſhe was lockt- up by one of the Prieſts, and in 
the Dark ſtumbled it ſeems upon Mundus inſtead of Anubis, 
and they two wereBed-fellows for that Night; making no doubt 
all the while, but ſhe had ſpent her Time in the Embraces of 
a Cod. Mundus went his Way the next Morning before the 
Prieſts got up that were of the Plot, and Paulina went back 
in the Morning to her Huſband, big with the Story of this 
Divine Encounter; and the Women after that, had the ſe- 
cond Part of it in moſt magnificent Terms. The Caſe was 
fo extraordinary that they could hardly believe it; and yet | 
( 


Paulina's Modeſty on the other Hand, was fo untainted that 
they knew not how to doubt it neither. Upon the third Day 
after this Night of Miracles, it was Mundus's Hap to meet 
his Miſtreſs. Oh Paulina! ſays he, how much am I behol- 
den to you for ſaving me the tuo Hundred Thouſand Drac h- 
ma's that I would have given you, and yet do the ſame Bus'- | 
neſs at laſt for nothing. What do I care whether you | 
love Mundus, or no, fo long as you will do the ſame Thing 
for me in the Name of Anubis ! With theſe Words he went 
his Way. When the Woman came now to reflect upon it, 
tow ſhe was trepann'd, ſhe tore her Garments ; wat bb 
| whole 
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whole Hiſtory to her Huſband, and beg'd him, as ever he 


had any Love for her, not to ſuffer ſo impious an Indignity 
to paſs unpuniſh'd, The Huſband repreſented the Matter 


to Tiberius; who, upon a full Enquiry and Information, 


caus'd thoſe holy Impoſtors to be crucified, together with Ide, 


the Authreſs, and Invent'reſs of this Plot, and the main In- 
ſtrument in the Infamy of this good Woman. He command- 


ed the Temple of //is to be pull'd-down, and her Statue to 
be thrown into the Tyber ; but contented himſelf with the 
Baniſhment of Mundus, as a young Man that was overborn 
by the Force of an invincible Paſhon. Let this ſuffice for 
the Story of //is ; and I ſhall come now to what I promis'd, 
of the miſerable Calamities of the 7ews that liv'd at Rome in 


that Revolution. 


15 A | 
Prefligate Jews ſet up for Doctors. The omen fol- 
low them. hey gather Money for the Temple, and 
then keep it to themſelves. Saturninus complains of 
it to Tiberius. The Jews are all baniſh'd upon it. A 
Samaritan Impoſtor. Tyrathaba beſieg?d. Pilate cuts 
them to Pieces, The Samaritans excuſe tl emſelves to 


Vitellius. Marcellus made Governour of Judzz; and 
Pilate ſummoned before Cæſar. 


——__———————— 


FP Here was a certain Jew, one of the wickedeſt Wretches 
upon the Face of the Earth, that was forc'd to fly his 


Country to avoid the Stroke of publick Juſtice. This Man 
paſs'd at Rome in thoſe Days for a Kind of Rabbi, in Concert 


with three more of the ſame Stamp and Cabal: and theſe four 


held forth for Readers and Expoſitors upon the Laws of Moſes. 
By this Pretence, they gain'd ſeveral Diſciples, and among 
others, one Fulvia, a Woman of Quality and Conſcience, and 
Judaical by Profeſſion. This Woman having deliver'd herſelf 


up to their Authority, and Diſcipline, was by them prevail'd 


upon to ſend Oblations of Gold and Purple to the holy Tem- 
ple at 7eruſalem, which from Time to Time they converted ta 
their own Uſe, as they ever intended it. When this Abuſe 
came to be made known to Tiberius, by his Friend Saturninus, 
in a Complaint againſt them, by the Inſtigation of = 

Wife 


See Cotelerins's Notes to the ad Vol. of his Menum. Eser. p. 645. 
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Wife Fulvia, he commanded all the Fews forthwith to de- 


part the City, There were four Thouſand Soldiers enter'd 
upon the Conſul's Roll, and ſent away for Sardinia ; beſide a 
vaſt Number of thoſe that made a Conſcience of bearing 


Arms, becauſe of their Religion; and theſe were put to prie- 
vous Torments ; So that for the Sake of four flagitious Hy. 


pocrites, the Fews were all baniſh'd to a Man. | 
And the Samaritans were not without their Troubles too; 
for there was at that Time a certain Inpoſtor that was never 


without Lies, and fantaſtical Stories to draw the Rabble to- 


gether ; and this Fellow gave it out; that if the People 
would but meet at the Mountain Garizin, a ſacred Place in 
the Eſteem of the Country thereabouts, he would undertake 


to ſhew them the ho/y Veſſels which Moſes had cauſed to be 


bury'd there ſo long ſince. Theſe credulous Fools betook 
themfetves to their Arms, and beſieged Tirathaba, waiting 
for others to come in, and join them, and ſo to march up 
the Mountain together with a conſiderable Army. But Pi- 
late was too early for them, and with a ſtrong Body of Horſe 


and Foot prepoſleſied the Mountain, whence they made a Þ 


Charge among the Samaritans that were gotten together a- 
bout the Village; routed and kill'd great Numbers of them; 
took, and carry'd away a Multitude of Priſoners ; and for 
thoſe among them that were of Intereſt, or Quality, Pilate 
ſtruck-off their Heads. The principal Men of the Samari- 


tans, apply'd themſelves upon this Defeat to Vitellius, a Per- 


ſon of Conſular Dignity, and at that Time Governour of Sy- 
ria, with a Complaint - againſt Plate ; and charging him 
with Murder. For they inſiſted upon it, that their Meeting 
at Tirathaba, was no Defection from the Pomans, but the 
ſeeking for a Refuge for themſelves againſt the Violence of 


| Pilate. Vitellius, upon this, ſent his Friend Marcellus to 
take Charge of the Government of Zudeza, and order'd Pilate 


to Rome, to anſwer before Cz/ar the Accuſations that were 


- exhibited againſt him, He had now been ten Years in his 


Government; and upon this Order put himſelf upon a Jour- 


ney to Rome but Tiberius dy'd before he got thither. 


— 
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The Jews very civil to Vitellius; who eaſes them of ſes 


veral Duties, and puts the Prieſts in Poſſeſſion of the 
Pontifical Robes as before. Hyrcanus builds a Caſile, 
and lays them up there, and calls the Caſtle, Antonia. 
Caiaphas removed, and Jonathan put in his Place. Vi- 
tellius makes a League with Artabanus. Vitellius 
tampers the Iberians and Alanians againſt him. The 


Alanians break in upon Artabanus. Armenia totally 


loft. Artabanus betray'd, but reinforced, and reco- 
vers his Kingdom. A Treaty betwixt Tiberius and 
Artabanus, upon the Euphrates, Darius ſent in Ho- 

tage. ileazar a Jew of ſeven Cubits Stature. Vi- 
tellius returns to Antioch, Herod and Tiberius an- 
ticipate Vitellius. Philip dies at Julias. Philip's 
Character. 


V Itellius went into 7udæa, and fo to Feruſalem, (this being 

at the Feaſt of the Paſſo ver, as we call it) where he was 
received with great Honour ; and very gracioully remitted 
to the Inhabitants, the whole Duty upon Fruits. He reſtor'd 


to the Prie/ts alſo the Keeping of the Pontifical Robes, and 


Habit in the Temple again, as they had them of old, being as 
then depoſited in the Caſtle of Antonia upon this Occaſion. 
Hyrcanus the High-Prieſt, and the fir/t of tha! Name, having 
built himſelf a Tower near the Temple, ſpent the greateſt Part 
of his Time there; keeping in his own Cuſtody, the Poxtifical 
Stole and Ornaments, that no Body was to uſe but himpelf: 


And upon changing of his Habit, he {till laid. up his facred 


Veltments in that Caſtle, as his Succeſſors for a long Time af- 


ter did the like. But Herod, upon his coming to the Crown, 


was ſo well pleas'd with the Situation of this Fort, both for 
Strength and Beauty, that he put himſelf to a mighty Expence 
for the further Improvement of it, and call'd it by the Name 
of Antonia, in Honour of Anthony his particular Friend. In 
this Caitle he found the holy Stole, and there he kept it, upon 
an Opinion, that the having that in his Poſſeſſion, would 
keep the eus in Awe. Archelaus, his Son and Succeſſor, did 
the ſame Thing too, and upon the ſame Conſideration ; ang 
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ſo did the Romans alſo, after the Reduction of the Kingdom 
into a Province ; and theſe Pontifical Veſts were laid- up in a 
Cabinet that was made on Purpoſe for that Wardrobe, under 
the Seal of the Prie/fs, and the Keepers of the holy Treaſu- 
| ry ; the Governour of the Caſtle being obliged to have a 
Lamp ſtill burning before the Place. Upon the /eventh Day, 
preceeding the three Solemn Feſtivals, he ſtill deliver'd out 
the Stole to the Hrigh-Prie/t ; who having gotten it well 
purg'd and cleanſed, did the holy Office in it afterward in 
Courſe, and the next Day return'd it to the Place where it 
was before; and this was done upon three Feſtivals every 
Tear, and upon the ſolemn Faſt. + 

But Vitellius was now pleaſed, in Favour of the Jews, to 
give up all the Pontifical Habits into the Poſſeſſion of the 
Prieſts again, and to diſcharge the Governour from being 
any further anſwerable what became of them. After this, 
he took away the High-Pric/thood from Foſeph call'd Caiphas, 
and gave it to Jonathan the Son of the High-Prieſt Ananus, 

and ſo went his Way back to Antioch. | 
At the ſame Time he receiv'd Letters of Direction from Ti. 
berius, to make a League with Artabanus ; for he was afraid, 
if he ſhould make himſelf Maſter of Armenia, that it might 
be dangerous to the Empire.: But this to be done only upon 
Condition of one of the King's Sons for an Hoſtage. This put 
Vitellius upon tampering with the Kings of /beria, and Alania, 
by great Sums of Money to engage them immediately in a 
War with Artabanus. The Iberians could not be prevail'd up- 
on any further, then to live the Hlanians a free Paſſage tho- 
rough their City, and fo by the Caſpian Mountains, to open 
them an Inroad into the Kingdom of Artabanus. Upon this 
Irruption, the Parthians preſently loſt Armenia, and that Blow 
was follow'd with ſo deſperate a Ravage upon their own 
Country, that the Nobility was almoſt entirely cut - off; to- 
gether with the King's Son, and ſo many Thouſands of the 
common People, that they were in a Manner un-peopled by 
this Invaſion. Artabanus found by this Time, that he was 
betray'd under his own Roof, and that his very Friends and 
Relations were brib'd into a Plot with Vitellius to deſtroy 
him: So that not knowing whom to truſt, for Fear of Trea- 
chery under the Maſk of Friendſhip, and being convinc'd 
that Men of the firſt Rate and Quality were in the Practice, 
he made his Eſcape out-of-hand into the zyper Provinces, 
Where he was not only protected but reinforc'd with fo 
| con- 
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conſiderable an Army of the Dabi, and Saci, that he not 


only overthrew his . but recover'd his Kingdom. 
Upon this Turn of Affairs, Tiberius propos'd an Alliance 


with Artabanus, and they met by Conſent to treat about it, 


(the King, and Vitellius with their Guards) upon the Mid- 
dle of a Bridge over the River Euphrates. At the Concluſi- 
on of the Treaty, Herod the Tetrarch gave them both a ve- 
ry ſplendid and magnificent Treat, in a Tent that he had 
erected at a great Expence upon the ſame River; and Artg- 
banus ſent his Son Darius not long after, as an Hoſtage to 
Tiberius, with Variety of Preſents; and one among the reſt 
was a Man of ſeven Cubits in Height, and by Profeſſion a 
Jeu, whom they called Eleazar the Giant. Vitellius, after 
this, return'd to Autioch, and Artabanus to Babylon. 
Herod had a great Mind to be the firſt Author of the good 
News of this Agreement about the Ho/#ages, and ſo diſpatch'd 


away a Meſſenger with all poſlible Speed, with every Parti- 


cular of the Treaty, to Tiberius, which was ſo circumſtanti- 
ally exact, that there was nothing left for YVite//zus, a conſus 


lar Governeur, to ſay further; fo that Cæſar, upon the Re- 
ceipt of a later Intelligence from Vitellius, return'd only 
this ſhort Anſwer, that he had ſent him no News; for He- 


rod had told him as much as that came to before. Vitellius 


tock this officious Anticipation very ill, but ſmother'd his 


Reſentment of it till Caius came to the Government. | 
Philip the Brother of Herod dy'd alſo at the ſame Time in 


the * twentieth Year of Tiberius, and when he himielf had 
been thirty ſeven Years in the Tetrarchy of Trachonttes, Gaus 


lanitis and Batanga : A Man of great Moderation, and a Lo- 
ver of his Eaſe and Quiet ; for he ſpent his whole Life with- 


n the Compaſs of his own Juriſdiftion. He hardly ever went 


abroad but in Company with me few of his ſelec Friends, 


with a Chair after him; which upon ſeveral Occaſions he 
made Ule of as a Seat of Zu/tice. And if he happen'd to meet 
.any Body _ the Way that had Need of his Aſſiſtance, he 


betook himſelf ſill, without Delay, to the Examination of his 


$ Cauſe, and either condemn'd, or acquitted him, as he found 


him guilty or innocent. He dy'd at Julias, and was bury'd 
with great Pomp and Expence in a Monument of his own 
preparing for himſelf: But dying without Iſſue, Tiberius an- 
nexed his Eſtate to Syria, upon Condition that the Tributes to 
be rais'd in that Tetrarchy ſhould not go out of the Country, 
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CHAP. VII. 

War betwixt Herod and Aretas. Herod marries the 
Daughter of Aretas; and falls in Love with Herodias; 
propoſing to marry her, and to part with the other, 
His Wite diſcovers it. Aretas reſents it, Herod route. 
ed by Aretas. A Judgment upon Herod and his Ar. 
my. St. John the Baptiſt put to Death. Vitelliug 
marches towards Petra. The Jews are ſcandalia'd at 

© Images in the Colours. Vitellius, Herod, &'c. go 10 
Jeruſalem to Worſhip. The High- Prieſthood trayſ: 
ferr'd from Jonathan to I heophilus. News of Tibe- 
rius's Death, Vucllius ears the People te Caius, 

4 he Wizzards foretel the Event. Vitellius goes back 

to Antioch. The Family of Herod the Great. 


T Here happen'd a War, at this Time, betwixt Herod and 
Aretas the King of Petra, upon this Ground: Herod the 
Tetrarch marry'd the Daughter of Aretas, and they had now 
liv'd a long Time together; but being call'd after ward to Rome, 
he took. Herod his Brother- in- Lau in his Way; (the Son of the 
Daughter of Simon the High-Prieſt) where he fell fo paſſionate- 
ly in Love with Herodias, his Brother's Wife, and the Daughter] 
of Ariſtobulus, their Brother, who was alſo the Siſter of A. 
grippa, afterwards Xing; that he had the Confidence to make a 
Propoſal of Marriage to her upon his Return from Rome, and 
as parting with his Vie, the Daughter of Aretas; which was 
agreed to on both Sides, as the Condition of their Marriage. 
After this, he proſecuted his Voyage for Rome: and ſo ſoon 
as he had diſpatch'd the Bus'neſs he went about, he return'd 
Home again. His Wife having by this Time gotten Intelli- 
2 of his Intrigue with Herodias, was telling them ſlily once, 
o that there was no gueſſing at the Myſtery, how glad ſhe 
- ſhould be if he would but let her go to Machærus a little; ( 
Caſtle upon the Borders of Aretas's Dominions.) Herod, with: | 
out imagining the Matter, gave Way to her going. Now Aa- 
chærus being a Place at her Father's Devotion, every Thing 
was there in Readineſs for her Journey; ſo that the Governour 
of the Place furniſh'd her immediately upon her Arrival with 
Arabian Guards that conducted her from Stage to Stage, with t! 
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all imaginable Speed, to her Father's Palace: Where ſne 
gave him at large the Hiſtory of Herod's new Amour. This 
begot a Heurt-Burning, and there being a Controverly a- foot 
at that Time about the Bounds and Abuttals of ſome Lands 
in G4mala, and two Armies ready in the Field to diſpute 
the Queltion, they laid hold of this Pretence, and by their 
Deputies brought it to a Battle, where Herod was utterly 
routed by the Treachery of a certain Band of Refugees, that 
came over from Philip, and were at that Time in Herod's 
Pay. This Prince had no ſooner given Tiberius Intelligence 
of the Diſaſter, but he preſently in a Rage order'd Vitellius 


to make War upon Aretas, for this Inſolence; and either 


to bring him alive to Rome, or to ſend his Head, 

Now the Generality of the cus were of Opinion that this 
was only a juſt Judgment of God upon Herod, and his Army, 
for the Bus'neſs of John ſurnamed the Baptiſt, which excellent 
Man this Tetrarch murder'd. And what was his Crime, but 
only his exhorting the Jews to the Love and Practice of Vir- 
tue; and in the firſt Place, of Piety and juſtice, and to a 
Regeneration by Bapti/m, and a New-Life, not by abſtaining 
from this or that particular Sin, but by an habitual Purity 
of Mind, as well as of Fody ! Now fo great was the Credit, 
and the Authority of this holy Man, as appear'd by the Mul- 
titude of his Diſciples, and the Veneration they had for his 
Doctrine; (for he could do what he would with them) that 
Herod did not know how far the Reputation of a Man of his 
Spirit might influence the People toward a Revolt. So that 
for Fear of the worſt, he choſe rather to take him out of the 
Way in Time before any Hurt was done, then to put it to the 
Hazzard of an unprofitable Repentance when it ſhould be 
too late. Wherefore he ſent him away bound, to Machœ- 
rus (the Place before mentioned) with Order to have him 
pat to Death, which was accordingly executed ; and that 
impious Fact was follow'd with a Divine Vengeance upon 
Herod, for the Blood of that ja? Man, as the eus reſona- 
bly enough perſwaded themſelves. | 

Vitellius was now preparing for the Arabian Mar; and upon 
his March toward Petra with tuo Legions, and all the Auxili- 
ar',:, Horſe and Foot of the Roman Allies. When he was ad- 
Yanced as far as Ptolemais, and thinking to take his Paſſage 
a-crols Judea ; the great Men of the Country met him upon 
the Way with earneſt Supplications that he would ſteer ſome 
other Courſe; for the Images the Romans carry commonly in 
their Colours, were a great Scandal and Offence to the Fewifh 
Laws and Religion. The General was prevail'd upon, and fo 
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ſent his: Army about by the Compaſs of a great Plain; while 
he himſelf, with Herod the Tetrarch, and his Friends, went 
up to Jeruſalem to worſhip upon a publick Fe/tival that was 
then at Hand. His Entertainment was with as much Hoe 
nour and Reſpect as poſſible, and he made Zhree Days-/tay 
there; in which Time, he transferr'd the High-Pric{t hood. 
from Jonathan to his Brother Thecphilus. Upon the fourth 
Day came Letters to him of the Death of Tiberius ; upon 
which Intelligence he made the People {ſwear Allegiance to 
Caius Caligula, the Succeſſor, call'd back his Troops, and 
order'd them into Wintcr-Quarters ; putting a Stop to the 
.War upon this Change in the Government. | 
There goes a Report that upon the News of this Expedi- 
tion of Vitellius, Aretas conſulted the Hizzards and Divin- 
ers about the Event of this Undertaking ; who gave him 
this Reſolution ; © That the Army now upon their March, 
© ſhould never come up to Petra; for either one of the 
© Princes ſhould die; or he that commanded the War; or 
ehe that executed that Command, or the Perſon againſt whom 
© it was carry'd on.” And fo Vitellius went back to Antioch. 
Agrippa, the Son of Ariſtobulus, had been now a Year at 
Remo, attending Ca/ar about ſome important Affair. But it 
will be more to my preſent Purpole to ſay ſomewhat in the 
frſt Place of Hercd, and his Family, who was certainly a 
remarkable Inſtance of the Power and Wiſdom of Divine Pro- 
wvidence. For what ſignify the Bleſſings of a plentiful Iſſue; 
Royal Dignity, and Power, or a ſplendid Fortune, without 
Fiety and Juſtice ? As we find it in Herod's Caſe here, who 
in a Hundred Years Time had hardly any Remains left of fo 
numerous a Family. This may ſerve for a Check to the ar- 
rogant Pretenſions of vain Fleſh and Blood, and to the rai- 
fing of a ſober Man's Conſideration upon. the wonderful Ad- 
vance of Agrippa out of a private Fortune, and beyond all 
Men's Expectations, to ſo glorious a Degree of Power. 
Ve have touch'd upon this formerly in Groſs, but we ſhall 
now be a little more particular. Hercd the Great had by 
Mariamne the Daughter of Hyrcanus, two Daughters ; Sa- 
Iampſo, the one, who marry'd Phaſacl the Sen of Phujacl, 
.the King's elder Brother, with the Father's Conſent. The 
.other's Name was pros, who marry'd Antipater, the Ne- 
hew of Fered by kis Sifter Salome. 
Pheſacl had by Sælamęſo, five Children; Antipater, Herod, 
Alexander ; and two Daughters, Alexandra, and pros; who 
marry'd Jerifpa the Sen of Ariftebulus ; but Alexandra was 
mary'sd to one Tits a Nobicman of the le of Cypras, 1 
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dy'd without Children. Agrippa had by Cypros, tuo Sons, 
and three Daughters, The Daughters were Berenice, Ma- 


riamne, and Druſilla : The Sons were Agrippa and Druſus ; 
the latter dying in his Minority. Agrippa the Father was 
brought up under the Grandfather Herod the Great ; toge- 
ther with his Brothers Herod, and Ariſtobulus; and fo was 
Berenice allo, the Daughter of Salome and Ceſtobarus. The 
Children of Ariſtobulus were at that Time Infants, when 
their Father and his Brother Alexander (as we have ſaid be- 
fore) were put to Death by Herod. But after they grew-up, 


this Herod the Brother of Agrippa marry'd Mariamne, the 


Daugbter of Olympias, (who was King Herod's Daughter) 


and of Foſeph, Herod's Brother, by whom he had Ariſtobulus, 


Now Ariſtobulus, the third Brother of Agrippa marry'd Jo- 
tape the Daughter of Samꝑſigeram King of the Emeſenes, 
by whom he had a Daughter that bare her Mother's Name, 
and was born deaf. Theſe were the Children of the three 
Brothers; but Herodias, their Si/ter, marry'd Herod, the 
Son of Herod the Great, whom he had by Mariamne, the 
Daughter of Simon the High-Prie(t, and from thence came 
Salome; after whoſe Birth, Herodias made no Scruple, in 
Defiance of all Law and Conſcience, to take Herod the Te- 
trarch of Gallilee for her ſecond Huſband, though her Hus- 
band's Brother by the Father's Side; having alſo abandon'd 
a former Huſband that was yet living. Salome the Daugh- 
ter marry'd Philip the Son of Herod the Tetrarch of Trache- 
nitis, who dy'd without Children, and then ſhe marry'd A. 
riſtebulus the Son of Herod and the Brother of Agrippa, by 
whom ſhe had three Sons, Herod, Agrippa, and Ari/tobulus. 
Let this ſuffice as to the Family of Phaſael and Salump/o. 
pros had by /ntipater, a Daughter, of the Mother's Name, 
who was marry'd to 4lexas Selcius the Son of Alexas, and by 
her he had one Daughter, Cypros. But Herod, and Alexander, 
who (as I told you) were the Brothers of Antipater, dy'd 
without Iſſue. Now Alexander the Sen of King Herod, that 


was put to Death by his Father, had by Glaphyra the Daugb- 


ter of Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, Alexander, and Tigranes. 
This Tigranes was that King of Armenia that had an Accu= 
ſation brought againſt him by the Romans, and dy'd without 
Children. Alexander had a Sen Tigranes alſo, after the Name 
of his Uncle, whom Nero advanc'd to be King of Armenia, 
and had a Son Alexander, who marry'd Jotape, the Daugh- 
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ter of Antiochus King of Comagenæ, and was made King of 
» Leſis in Cilicia by Veſpaſian. The Race of Alexander © 
quickly declin'd from the Fewiſh Laws and Diſcipline to the 
Religion of the Greeks z and the other Daughters of Herod 
the Great left no Children behind them. | £ 
Having now run thorough the Poſterity of this Prince, as 
far as to the Reign of Agrippa, I ſhall now trace the Hiſtory 
of Agrippa himſelf, and the wonderful Variety of Accidents 
in his Fortune, that brought him in the End to ſo glorious 
a Degree of Dignity and Power. 


| CHAP. VIII. 

Je Riſe of Agrippa. His vaſt Profuſions. He retires 
to Malatha. Cypros writes for him to Herodias, He- 
rodias gets him a Penſion. Agrippa goes to Flaccus, 
Ariſtobulus undermines Agrippa. A Diſpute betwixt 

' Damaſcus and Sydon. Flaccus caſts off Agrippa. who 
is hard put to't for his Devis; but gives his Creditors 
the Slip. He takes up Money upon his Wife's Credit. 
Agrippa goes to Tiberius at Caprez. Agrippa charg'd 
with defrauding the King, and forbid the Court till he 
pays his Debts. Antonia lends him the Money, As, 
- grippa made Goyernour to Tiberius Nero. Agrippa, 
Calus his Favourite. Eutychus hears dangerous Words, 
informs Piſo, and ts ſent bound to Tiberius, The di. 
' Iatory Humour of Tiberius. Antonia preſſes Tiberius 
to give Eutychus a Hearing. Cæſar yields to it. Eu- 
tychus is brought to Cæſar, and delivers his Informa- 
tion. Agrippa put in Chains, and the Guards drag 
Fim to Priſon in his Robes. An Owl perches over A- 
| grippa's Head. A German's Prediction Upon it. An- 
tonia makes Agrippa's Condition eaſy to him. Tibe- 
rius falls deſperately ſick ; and orders his Children to 
be brought to him the next Morning. Caius generally 
„„ beloy'd, 
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| te-en kilifia, Cc. from whence Mr. Farquin, in his Nummi. Antiqui. 
C Haſirati. p. 588. conjecturts that it ſhould be read, rejradoos fe en li- 

| ko, inſu & ſive peninjuilg in Cilicie, viz. Scbaſle. 
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elo d. Herod conſults the Oracle about his Suc- 
ceflor. The Oracle direFs him, and Caius is the Man. 
Tiberius conſults Foretune-Tellers, A ſtrange In- 
ſtance in Galba. He gives Caius the Government, 
and bids him be kind to his Brother. Caius promiſes 
fair; but takes away his Brother's Life, upon he 
Death of Tiberius. Tiberius dies, and Caius ſuc- 
ceeds him. The Character of Tiberius. The News 
of his Death. Agrippa teils it in Confidence 10 his 
keepers, Cæſar's Declaration. Caius orders Agrip- 
pa to be diſcharg'd. Caius takes the Body of Tiberi- 
us to Rome with him. A magnificent Funeral. A- 
grippa crown'd. Caius gives hin @ Golden Chain. 
Marcellus made Governour of Judæa. 


A Little before the Death of Herod the Great, Agrippa, be- 

ing then at Rome, and frequently in the Emperour's Fa- 
mily, was got much in Favour with his Son Druſus, and io 
likewiſe in the good Graces of Autenia, tha Wife of Dru/us 
the Elder, by the Means of his Mother Berenice, for whom, 
Antonia had a ſingular Value. He was naturally generous 
and free-hearted; but while his Mother liv'd, kept within 
Compaſs, for Fear of the main Chance:; till coming at laſt, 
by her Death, to be left to himſelf, what with expenſive 
Treats, and extravagant Bounties and Profuſions; eſpecial- 
ly among the Creatures and Domeſticks of the Court, (where 
he made his chief Intereſt) he had run himſelf ſo deſperate- 
ly in Debt, that he durſt not ſhew- his Head any longer in 
Rome. Tiberius, at the {ſame Time alſo, loſing his Son, 
would not endure any of Druſiis's Favourites ſo much as in 
his Sight, to mind him of his Loſs, . 

When he had thus ſquander'd away his Money and his Re- 
putation, by ill Menage ; his Creditors alſo preffing hard up- 
on him, and no Means of Satisfaction, away he went back 
to Judœa, and partly out of Deſpair of retrieving his For- 
tune; partly out of Shame for ſo inconſiderate a Folly, he re- 
tired to Me/atha, a Caſtle in Idumæœa, with a Reſolution, 
ſome Way or other, there, to put an End to his miſerable Life. 
pros finding her Huſband deſperately out of Humour, and 
that his Melancholy grew {till more and more dangerous, ſhe 
try'd all Ways in the World to prevent Miſchief, and in Par- 
ticular wrote to her Siſter Herodias about it, with a very 

panctual Accaunt of his neceſſitous Condition; adjuring her 
A Aaa a 3 . 
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by all the Ties of Honour, and Affinity of Blood, to give him 
ſome Aſſiſtance. She did what ſhe could, herſelf, ſhe faid, and 
deſired her Siſter to follow her Example. This wrought ſo 
far upon Herodias, that both ſhe and her Huſband ſent away 
preſently to fetch Agrippa to them; gave him a Penſion in 
Money, and the Command of Teberias for his preſent Subſi» 
ſtance: But Herod did not long hold in this Mind; and 4- 
grippa, on the other Hand, was not thoroughly ſatisfy'd nei- 
ther: Inſomuch that being in their Cups once at Tyre, Herod 
contemptuouſly reffected upon Agrippa for his Poverty, and 
caſt it in his Teeth, that it was his Purſe that maintain'd him. 
Agrippa could not digeſt this Indignity, and ſo he betook 
himſelf to Flaccus, an ancient Friend and Acquaintance of 
his at Rome, and at that Time Governour of Syria. He gave 
hima frank Reception and Entertainment, having Ariſtobulus 
with him in the Houſe before, who, though 4grippa's Brother, 
was yet his Enemy; but this Animoſity betwixt the Brothers 
did not hinder Flaccus from dividing his Favours and Civilities 
indifferently betwixt them. Ari/tobulus however kept up the 
Grudge, and would never be quiet till he had wrought F/ac- 
cus into an ill Opinion of Agrippa which was thus brought 
about. There was a Diſpute betwixt the People of Damaſ- 
cus, and thoſe of Sydon, about the Limits of their Territory, 
The Cauſe was to be try'd before Flaccus and the People 
of Damaſcus being told that Agrippa and he were all one; 
they could not do better, they thought, then to engage 4- 
rippa for a Sum of Money in thcir Intereſt. They ſtruck the 
| fark and Promiſes paſs'd on both Sides; So that Agrip- 
pu was Tooth and Nail for Damaſcus aga inſt Sydon. As iſtobu- 
{us, finding it out to be a Money-Buſineſs, went and com- 
plain'd of his Brother to the Goyernour ; who upon Examina-. 
tion and Proof of the Matter caſt-off .{grippa, and left him 
in his extreme Neceſſity to ſhift for himſelf in the wide World 
again: fo that he return'd to Ptslemais, with à Reſolution 
for pure Want of Bread, to go back again into Tay. In 
this Extremity he put Mar/yas, a Freeman of his, upon it to 
take up a Sum of Money of the Brokers, upon any Terms 
to ſupply his preſent Occalions. So he went to Protus a Free- 
man of Berenice the Mother of Agrippa, and his late Patroneſs, 
that in her laſt Will and Teſtament, had recommended him 
to the Service of Antonia ; and ſo propounded the Matter to 
him for the lending of a Sum of Money to Agrippa, upon his 
Bond. The other told him that he was in his Books already : 
But yet forall this, he ſqueezed cut of Protus twenty Thouſand 
Atzich Drachma's upon Bond: That is to tay jult ſeventeen 
_ dit 5 « : : 5 N 1 8 Tacuſard 


Agrippa was not in Condition to diſpute. Upon the Receipt 


But this coming to the Ear of Herennius Capito, the Procurator 


however promis'd them fair, and fo ſoon as it was dark, cut 


'dria. When he came thither, he deſir'd Alexander the Head 


he was not willing to venture the whole Sum in his Hands 
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Thouſand five Hundred Pieces ; diſcounting the other f2vs Thor. 
ſand five Hundred to himſelf, for Procuration-Money, which 


of the Money, Agrippa went to Anthedon, where he met with 
a Ship for his Purpoſe, and prepar'd himſelf to put to Sea. 


of Tzmnia, he ſent Soldiers to him to demand Payment of a 
Debt of three Hundred Thouſand Pieces of Silver, that he bor» 
row'd of the King's Money when he was at Rome. This Rub 
in the Way put fome little Stop to his Journey; but Agrippa 


his Cable, and put to the Sea, ſtanding his Courſe for A/exana 


Officer about the Revenue, to furniſh him with wo Hundred 
Thouſand Rieces upon his Security.“ As for your own Part 
& ſays the Officer, Iwill not truſt you with ſuch a Sum; but 
« your Wife ſeems to be an excellent Perion, and a very 
* good Woman; and if the will ſtand bound for the Money, 
< ſhe ſhallhave it.” So it was, in fine, that upon the Security, 
of Cypros, Alexander ſupply'd Agrippa with five Talents at 
Alexandria, and Letters of Credit for the reſt at Pates/:; for 


together for Fear of miſpending it. Cypros found by this Time, 
that there was no hindering her Huſband's Journey; ſo that 
ſhe and her Children went back again to 7udæa by Land. 
Agrippa, upon his coming to Puteoli, gave Tiberius Cæſur to 
underſtand by a Letter, being then at Capreeg, that he was 
come ſo far to pay him his Duty, and deſir'd Leave to wait 
upon him. Tiberius, without any Delay ſent him back the 
kindeſt Anſwer in the World, and that he ſhould be heartily 
Welcome to Caprew : and upon his Arrival, Cæſr took him 
with great Tenderneſs into his Arms, and into his Palace, 
and ſeconded the Frankneſs of his Invitation with the Gene- 
roſi ty of his Reception, and Entertainment; but on the Day 
following, Cœæſuar receiv'd Letters of Complaiñt from Herennius 
againſt Agrippa ſetting forth, that being “ threes Hundred 
% Thouſand Pieces in the Emperour's Debt, and the Money 
* long ſince due, he had only demanded Satisfaction on the 
Bond, and Agrippa gave him the Slip upon it: So that Cz/ar 
* was now in Danger to lofe his Money.” Tiberius took this 
fo heinoully, that he order'd the Officers of his Bed-Chamber 
not to open a Door to Agrippa till he had paid the Debt. As 
grippa, on the other Hand, took no Notice ofthe Zmperour's 
Diſpleaſure, but went away to Antonia,” the Mother both of 
Cermanicus, and of Claudius, who came afterwards to the Em- 
* | Aa aa 4 Fire; 
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pire; and telling her the Story of the Pinch he was in, and 
how he was like to loſe Cæſar's Favopr for Want of three 

Hundred Thouſand Pieces, as aforeſaid, the lent him the Mo- 
ney in Honour to the Memory of Berenice, and of the Friend- 
ſhip that had ever paſs'd betwixt jhem, beſide that Agrippa 
—— her Son Claudius had been brought up together from Chil- 
dren, as Play-Fellows and Companions: With this Money 


Agrippa diſcharg'd the Pebt; and without any fur ther Ob- 


ſtacle; or Contradiction, ſet himſelf Right again with the 
tt This Way of Menage gain'd ſo far upon C#/ar, that 
committed his Grandchild Tiberius Nerg, the Son of Dru- 
ſus, to Agrippg's Government and Care; defiring him to be 
Nil} about him, and watchful over him. Agrippa was ſo ſen- 
ſible of the Obligations he had to Antonia, that he made his 
Court in the firſt Place however, to her Grandchild Caius, 
whom all People had a great Honour and Eſteem for, both for 
his own Sake, and for the Reverence they barę to the Me- 
mory of Cermanicus, his Father. There was at that Time a 
Freeman of Cæſar's a Samaritan, who gave Agrippa Credit 
for a Million of Pieces, Part of it went to the Payment of An- 
tonia, and the relt toward the Expence of his Entertainment 
in, his Attendances ppon Caius, who had now taken him in- 
to the greateſt Conf lence and F riendſhip imaginable, 
As they were one Day together in a Chariot, they two alone, 
there happen'd to be ſome Occaſion of mentioning Tiberius. 
Ay, fays 4grippa, I could wifh with all my Heart it would pleaſe 
the Heavens that Caius were in his Place. Theſe Words were 
over-heard by Eutychus, Aprippa's Freeman, and at that Time 
driving the Chariot; but for the Preſent he made no Word 
of it, This Coachinau was charg'd not long after this, es 
robbin g his Pati on, and running away with ſome of his 
Cloaths ; which in Efe& was true, and the Man taken-up 
upon it, and carry d to Piſo the Cœverncur of the Place, to be 
examin'd about it. Pio, upon the Examination, aſk d him 
what madg him run away. He made Anſwer, that Cefar's 
Life was in Danger, and that he was going to make a Dilcove- 
ry of the Plot. Zutychus, upon this, was ſent bound to Ca- 
Yee, and there kept in Chains by Tiberius, who was in all 
ch Caſes the moſt unſettled dilatory Man that ever was 
born, either Prince or Uſurper. He would nat ſo much as 
admit Embaſſudors, without Delay, nor ſupply Vacandies in 
Governments of Provinces, till the former Peputies or Gover- 
nours were certainly dead. He had a Way of letting Prilo- 
ners lie a long Tims unkeard too; and he gave his Friends 
ek Reaſons for it. © If 1 ſhould give Embaſſidors Va; he) 
* too 
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« too quick, and too eaſy Admittance, the ſooner they are 
« receiv'd the ſooner they are diſmiſs'd; and the ſooner 
« new ones would be ſent in their Places; fo that I ſhould 
„ have nothing elſe to do at this Rate, but to give Audien- 
ces back and forward, and ſpend my whole Time in ad- 
« mitting and diſcharging Embaſſudors. As for Officers, 
« when Places are once fill'd, it is eaſter to the Subject to 
«© keep them ſo then to change them; for all Magiſtrates are 
% naturally covetous ; and eſpecially where they are upon 
« the Behaviour for the keeping of their Employments : for 
& the leſs Aſſurance they have to continue in an Office, the 
&© more Haſte they make to grow rich upon it; and to this 
“ Purpoſe he made Application of an old Fable. Asa poor 
«© Man, ſays he, lay wounded upon the Way, hardly in Con- 
«© gition to help himſelf, and Swarms of Flies upon his Sores, 
“ ſucking and rearing him, a eompaſſionate good natar'd 
«© Creature happening to paſs by, offer'd him his Service to 
« drive them away, and eaſe him of his Tormentors. No 
«© no, /ays he, Pray let them alone; for theſe Flies, now 
their Bellows are full, are not near ſo ſharp upon me as 
% New-Comers will be that are ſtarv'd and empty. This is 
«© the Caſe, ſays he, betwixt Subjects and freſh Magiſtrates ; 
* which are but new Tormentors.” That this is a true Cha- 
racter of Tiberius, needs no other Proof then that in two and 
twenty Years Time of his Reign, he ſent only two Gover- 
nours into Zudea ; that is to ſay, Eratus, and his Succeſſor, 
Pilate ; and that he proceeded at the fame Rate in all other 
Parts of the Empire. The Reaſon he gave alſo for the De- 
lay of bringing Priſoners to their Trial, was to keep them 
the longer in Pain, and to puniſh them for their paſt Crimes, 
by a ling'ring Torment worſe then Death itſelf. 
This was the true Cauſe of Futychus being kept fo long in 
Chains before Cæſar would vouchſate to hear bim; but Tiberius, 
after ſome Time coming from Capre to Tuſculanum, about a 
Hundred Furlongs from Rome, Agrippa deſir'd Antouia to move 
for Eutychus, that he might have a Hearing, to the End it 
might be known once, what he had to object againſt his Pa- 
tron. Now Tiberius had a very great Honour for Antonia, parts 
ly for Nearneſs of Blood, as being his Si/ter-in-/aw, and the Wi- 
dow of Druſus, and partly for the Reputation of her Modeſty 
and Virtue in the Refuſal of a ſecond Marriage, though ſhe 
was carneſtly put upon it by Auguſtus himſelf; and this in the 
Prime of her Years too: Her whole Converſation, in ſhort, 
being exemplary, without the leaſt Blemiſh or Scandal. Now 
Tiberius, oyer and above all other Reſpetts, had * 
4 | a od; Obli- 
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Obligations alſo to Autonia never to be fargotten. For if it 
had not been for her Segacity, Faith and Induſtry, that deſpe. 
rate Plot of his Minion Sejanus, had certainly coſt him his 
Life; for he was a Man of Power and Credit; the Captain 
of his Guards, and had engaged ſeveral conſiderable Men of 
the Senators; divers of Cœſar's Freemen ; Court-Favoarites, and 
Military Officers in the Conſpiràcy. In ſhort, he *fcap'd nar- 
rowly at laſt, and it was Antonia's Vigilante, and Reſolution 
that defeated the Treaſon, and brought him off; for ſo ſoon as 
ever ſhe heard of ſuch a Practice a-foot, ſhe took Minutes of 

every Particular ofitie Contrivance, and ſent them away from 

Time to Time to Capreæ, to Tiberius by the Means of Pallas, a 
try'd Servant and Confident of Tiberius. By Virtue of this 
Diſcovery, both the Confederacy itſelf, and the Actors in it were 

laid open, and Juſtice done upon Sejanus and his Complices. 

If Antenia had a great Hand with Tiberius before this mighty 
Piecè of Service, her Power muſt be certainly much greater 

after it. So that upon the Importunity of Agrippa, ſhe pre ſo'd 
Tiberius yet over and over to give Eutychus a Hearing. 

% Well! ys Tiberius, if this Fellow has belly'd Agrippa in 
“any Thing, let him content himſelf with the Puniſhment 

“ he has ſuffer'd already; but let him have a Care how he 
e carries the Proſecution too far, for Fear the Miſchief he 
# deſigns to Extychus ſhould, upon a full Examination of 
-<< the Matter, come at laſt Home to himſelf.” Antonia gave 
him this Caution ; and the more ſhe enclin'd to Moderation, 
the more eager was he to bring it to a Scrutiny : Inſomuch 
that Antonia, when ſhe ſaw he would not be ſaid Nay, took 
her Opportunity as Tiberius was paſling by in a Chair after 
Dinner ; Caius and Agrippa marching before him, to advance 
directly up to Tiberius; with à Requeſt over and over, that 
Eutychus might be call'd and heard; to which Tiberius gave 
her this Anſwer. I do here call the Gods to Witneſs, ſays he, 
that what I am now about to do, I do unwillingly, and only 10 
gratify your Deſire. With theſe Words, he commanded Macro 

the Succeſſor to Sejanus in his Commiſſion for the Gaards, to 
cauſe Eutychus to be brought thither. And immediately upon 
his coming; Cæſar put this Queſtion to him. © What have 
ͤöVvou to ſay, /ays he, againſt your Patron Agrippa, that gave 

# you your Freedom? Sir, ſays Eutychus, as I was driving Caius 

_ © and Agrippa one Day in my Chariot, and fitting at their Feet, 
8 to do my Office, I overheard ſeveral Diſeourſes that paſs'd 

*f betwixt them, and among other Paſſages, Agrippa, I re- 
member ſpake theſe Words to Caius. Ah, ſays he, that we 
could but ſe the eld Man's Head laid once, and you 5 
3 | 6 No- 
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« Maſter of the World; for when he's gone, his Grandchild 
« Tiberius would be nothing in your Hands; and over and 
« above the univerſal] Comfort it would bring to Mankind, I 
* my {elf might hope to come in for a Part of the Bleſſing.“ 
Tiberius, Was apt enough to believe this Information, for it 
ſtruck terribly in his Stomach, that when he had fo expreſiy 
recommended Tiberius, his Grandchild by Druſus, to the parti- 
cular Care and Kindneſs of Agrippa, he ſhould never ſo much 
as look after him; but dedicate himſelf wholly to the Service 
of Caius. Tiberius, upon this, turning to Macro, put him in 
Chains, ſays he ; but Macro not underſtanding of whom he 
ſpake (for he could not imagine any ſuch Thing of Agrippa) 
made a little Pauſe to be better informed in his Meaning. Cæ- 

ar, in the mean Time, after a Turn or two in the Crews, ſee- 
ing Agrippa {till at Liberty, call'd to Macro again: Did not [ 
Order, ſays he, That Man to be put in Chains“ Which Man? 
ſays Macro : That Man, Agrippa, ſaid Tiberius. ripta then 
betook himſelf to Prayers and Supplications; adjuring Tiôs- 


| rius by the Tenderneſs he had for the Memory of his Son, with 


whom he had the Honour to be fo well acquainted, and for 
the Sake of the Services he had been ſo happy as to render to 
is Grandſon Tiberius to vouchafe him his Pardon: but all to 
no Purpoſe, for the Guards dragg'd him away to Priſon in his 
Robes of Honour, as they found him. The Weather being 
extremely hot, and Agrippa ready to periſh with a burning 
raging Draught, for want of Drink, he ſpy'd one Thaumaſtus, 
a Servant of Caius, with 2 Pitcher of Vater in his Hand, and 
call'd to him for a Soup of it to quench his parching Thir/e. 
He gave it him readily, and when' he had taken a hearty 
Draught of it: Well ! © Thaumaſtus (ſays he) fince you have 
been fo kind as to do me this Service in my Bonds, with 
« the ſame Frankneſs you formerly ſerv'd me in my better 
Fortunes, depend upon it that you ſhall never repent this 
good Office; for fo ſoon as ever I get over this Difficulty, 
„will be anſwerable to you that Caius ſhall give you your 
*« Liberty ;” and he was afterward as good as his Word; for 
ſo ſoon as ever he came to the Crown, he begg'd Thauma/tus ' 
of Caius, and made him Free ; entruſting him alſo with the 
Menage of his Eltate, and at his Death recommended him to 
bis Son Agrippa, and to Berenice his Daughter, to continue 
him in that Charge, wherein he acquited himſelf with great 
Honour and Eſteem all the Remainder of his Life. 
As Agrippa was ſtanding in his Chains before the Palace, with 
other of his Fellemu-Priſoners in the fame Condition, and lean» 
42g in a Melancholick Poſture upon a Tree, there _—_ 1 
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Owl, and percht upon it. A German that was there in Bonds 
taking notice of it, enquir'd of one of the Soldiers what that 
Man there in the Purple was; and being given to underſtand 
that he was a eu of the fir/# Quality, from an honourable Ex- 
traction, he defir'd the Soldier to let him come a little nearer 
him; for he had a great Mind to learn ſomething from him 
of his Country. This being granted, and an Interpreter al- 
low'd him, the German ſpake to him after this Manner.“ Young 
Man, ſays be, this ſudden and ſurprizing Change of your 
Fortune makes you ſad I perceive, and you will not eaſily 
believe how near you are to your Deliverance under the 
<« Favour and Protection of a Divine Providence that watches 
« over you. I call all the Gods to Witneſs, both of yours, 
« and ours, by whoſe Permiſſion it is that we are here in 
“ Bonds, that I do not ſpeak this to amnſe and flatter yon 
« with vain Hopes; for I know very well that Progno/ticks of 
« * this kind, if the Event does not anfwer the Prediction, do a 
great deal more Hurt then Good, But J reckon it my Du- 

7 7 at what Hazard ſoever, to tell you, that you ſhall ſee 
* ſuch a Turn of Times and Things, as ſhall advance you 
« ont of this calamitous Condition, to the moſt glorious 
Height of Honour and Power, and render you the Envy of 
* thoſe, that either deſpis'd, or pity'd you before. The Re- 
« mainder of your Days ſhall be happy, and you ſhall leave 
2 * Children behind you to ſucceed to your good Fortunes. But 
now remember what I tell you further, when ever you come 

i to ſee this Bird again; the Fifth Day after it wili be your Laſs. 
« This is the ſhort Sum of what Heaven gives you to under- 
* ſtand by this good Omen. My Revelation is certain, and 
« I deliver you the Truth of the Matter, to fupport you in 
« your preſent Trouble, with the Hope of better Things to 
« come. And I am now to beſeech you further, that when 
« you find all this come to paſs, you will not forget your fel- 
<« ſow Sufferers; but conſult the Deliverance of thoſe you 
4 leave behind you.” This German's Prophecy appear'd as ri- 
diculons to Agrippa upon the telling of it, as it was afterwards 
wonderful in the Accompliſhment. Antonia all this W hile 
jaid the hard Uſage of her Friend extremely to Heart; but 
raking for granted that Tiberius was not to be wrought upon, 
and conſequently that all Applications and Interceſſions would 
be but ſo much Time caft away, ſhe had no more to do, then 
by the Means of Macro, to try if ſhe could make his Priſon 
eaſier to him, by getting civil and good-natur'd Soldiers a- 
bout him, and leave to eat at the Table with the Officer 
fiat had him in Cuſtody ; allo: ring him the Uſe of ths 
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Bath every Day, and the Acceſs of his Friends and Feeemen 

viſit him: All which was granted accordingly; inſomuch 
that Silas, his Friend, and Marſias, and Stichus, two of his 
Freemen, brought him the Dyet ſtill that he loved beſt, and 
Blankets (under a Pretence of expoling them to Sale) to lay 
under him in the Night; the Soldiers giving way to it, ac- 
cording to the Hints they had from Macro. 

When Agrippa had been a Priſoner upon theſe Terms for a 


Matter of /ix Months; Tiberius returning from Capreæ, was ta- 


ken at his firſt coming back with a faint Indiſpaſition, which 
by Degrees grew worſe and worſe, till he was quite given 


over. And now perceiving his Caſe deſperate, he ſent Eva- 


dus his Favourite-Freeman to fetch his Children to him early 
the next Morning, to take the laſt leave of their dying Father. 
I ſpeak of his Adopted Children; for he had none of his on; 
Druſus, his only Son being dead and gone. But Druſus's Son, 
Tiberius, ſurnamed Gemellus, was yet alive ; and ſo was Caius 
the Son of his Brother Germanicus, Who was now at Man's 
Eſtate; @ young Man of Letters, and excellently qualify'd 
for all honourable Purpoſes : Beſide, that he was the Darling 
of the People, upon the Account of the very Reverence they 
had for the Memory of his Father's Virtues ; a Prince of a 
wonderful Modeſty in his Manners, and Gentleneſs in his 
Converſation, without arrogating any Thing to himſelf above 
others. By the Reputation of this illuſtrious Character, he 
did not only gain the Favour of the Senate, and People, bur of 
the Provinces in General, whom he obliged with all Manner of 
good Offices and Reſpects. His Death, in fine, was not cele- 
brated ſo much with Pomp, and Shew, as with Tears of Ten- 
derneſs and Truth, and an inward Sorrow of Heart : for the 
whole Body of the People lamented the Death of their Prince, 
as if every particular Man had loſt his own Father. The 
Reputation of Germanicus was of great Advantage every 


way to his Son Caius but eſpecially among the Soldiers, that 


were all ready to lay down their Lives at his Feet to ſerve him. 
Tiberius, after this, order'd Evedus to have his Sons come to 
him early the next Morning, and put up a Prayer to the Gods 
of his Country to direct him by ſome particular Token, which of 
the two he ſhould chuſe for his Succeſſor, withing with all his 
Heart that the Lot might fall upon Tiberius; but he durſt 
not venture however, to prejudge and determine fo high a 
Point, without conſulting his Oracle. And ſo he propoſed to go- 
vern himſelf by this Token, that he of the two that came firſt 
to him in the Morning, ſhould be his Succeſſor. This Refoluti- 
on being taken, he gave it in Charge to hie 7randehid's Tutor, 
70 
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to be ſüre to bring his Pupil to him by break of Day, taking 


for granted, that Heaven would declare itſelf in favour of 75. 
berius : But it fell out otherwiſe ; for upon the Emperour's 
ſending out Evodus by Peep of Day next Morning to look for 
his Sons at the Door, and to bring him in firſt that, he ſaw firſt, 
ke found only Caius there, and told him that he muſt come to 
his Father, and ſo took him in along with him. Tiberius, it 
ſeems, not imagining his Grandfather's Buſineſs, ſlipt his Time 
dy flaying to take his Breakfaſt. The Emperour was not a lit- 
tle ſtartled at the Sight of Caius, to conſider how Providence 
had defeated him in his Deſign of depoſing of the Govern- 
ment, by ſettling it contrary to his Inclination: And the 
eroſſing of his Will was not the worſt of the Caſe neither; 


for he was more concerned for the perſonal Safety of his 


Grandchild, then for the Lofs of the Empire. For where Domi- 
nion is the Queſtion, the longer Sword carries it; Ambition 
knows no Kindred; and among Rivals for Power, the one can 


never think himſelf ſafe, but in the Ruin of the other. Ti- 


berius was molt ſuperſtitiouſly addicted to For!une-Tellers, 
Judicial Aſtrologers, and that Sort of People; and govern'd 
his Life in a great Meaſure by their Advice and Direction. As 
he happen'd to caſt his Eye upon Galba once, turning to ſome 
particular Friends about him: That Man, ſays he, will be Em- 
perour of Rome. Upon the whole Matter, none of the Em- 
perours had ever ſo much Faith in Vizzards and Diviners as 
Tiberius, and ſome of his Fancies were not altogether idle nei- 
ther. But nothing ſtruck him deeper then this foreboding 
Encounter of the uo Competitors which wrought fo ſenſibly 
upon him, that he gave his Grandchild already for a dead 
Man, and no Body to blame ncither, but himſelf, for trou- 
Hing bis Head with theſe inquiſitive Freaks, when he might 
have liv'd free and eaſy, without preſſing into the Secrets of 
God's hidden Councels, and blaſting the Peace of his Life with 
unwarrantable Hankerings after. the Knowledge of Things 

to come; and this Itch of Preſcience was the Plague he la- 

bour'd under. This unexpected Diſappointment of the Suc- 
ceſſion, put his Head quite out of Tune for Speeches, but yet 
ſome what or other was to be ſaid, though never fo much a- 
gainſt Stomach, upon this Occaſion; So that he deliver'd 
himſelf to this Effect. I ſhall not need to tell you, my Son 
Calus, ſays he, that Tiberius is the nearer to me in Blood, 

*.of you two; but yet upon conſulting the govd Pleaſure of 
© the immortal Gods, and my own Reaſon, I do here transfer 

the Rule of the Roman Empire into your Hands: But I do 

*likewic adjure you, that in the Exerciſe of this Jower, 7 
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« do never forget the Obligations to have to him from- 
hom you received it; and that you ſhew your Gratitude, 
to your Patron, by all Demonſtrations of Love and Friend- 
« ſhip to your Brother Tiberius. J aſk nothing more, in re- 
turn for the Dignity I have now conferr'd upon you; (for. 
c next to the Gods, you owe it all to me) then that you be. 
« not wanting in any Thing to him, whom Nature itſelf hath 
« made almoſt inſeperable from me. And J am to mind you 
further alſo, that it is as much your Intereſt, as your Duty, 
« to do what I adviſe you to: for the Security and Splendor 
« of your own Fortune depends in a great Meaſure upon the 
« Life and Well-being of your Brather ; and the Day of his 
« Death will be the Eve to that of your Milery. Sovereigni- 
« ty is a giddy and ſlippery Height, and it is a dangerous 


| © Place for a Man to ſtand alone upon; beſide that Sins a- 


« oainſt the Ties and Inſtincts of Conſanguinity, and Na- 
ture, never fail of being follow'd by a Divine Vengeance.” 
Theſe were the laſt Words of Tiberius to Caius, who promis'd 
him a punctual Obedience from point to point to all his 
Orders, but never intended it. For fo ſoon as ever he was 
poſſeſs'd of his Command, he put his Brother to Death, ac- 
cording to the Preſage of Tiberius, and he himſelf was A6 
ſinated ſome Years after. | 
Tiberius dy'd within a few Days; declaring Caius his Suc- 
ceſſur, in the Two and Twentieth Year of his Reign five 
Months and thirteen Days. Caius came after him, and the 
Fourth in the Roll of the Emperours. The Rumour of the 
Death of Tiberius was joyful News to the Romans but they 
durſt not build too much upon the Truth of it ; not that they 
did not with it true with all their Hearts, and would have 
given all the World long ſince to have had it ſo, but theywere 
afraid of being over-Credulous, and of diſcovering the Satis - 
faction they conceiv'd upon it before they were jure of the 
Thing itſelf; for there were fo many Spies and Informers up 
and down, that ſuch a Miſtake would have been certain Death, 
He was fierce, and implacable, to the higheſt Degree ; never 
any Man fo tyrannically rigorous to the Nobility. He had 
his inexorable Averſions upon no other Ground then Freak 
and Humour; and fo brutally Cruel in his very Inclination, 
that as he order'd it, Death was a Mercy from him. Where- 
fore it concern'd the People to be cautious how they feetn'd 
pleas'd with the News, conſidering the mortal Danger of 
it if it hould be found a Miſtake. The Tidings of this Em- 
perour's Death were no ſooner come to Marias, Agritpa's 
Freeman, but he poſted away immediately to carry tae bleſſe 
| . y | | | ; \ 27'S 
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News to his Patron, whom he found going into a Bath, and 
whiſper'd him in Hebrew, theſe Words; The Lyon, ſays he, 
is dead. Agrippa underſtood the Myſtery preſently, and in a 
Kind of Extaſy of Joy: Well! ay he, how ſhall I ever be 
« able to requite thee for this, and ſeveral other good Offices 
© that thou haſt render'd me, if it be as thou ſayſt? The Cap. 
tain that had him in Cuſtody, obſerving what haſte Mar/ras 
made to deliver his Errand, and how well pleas'd Agrippa was 
with what he had told him, he made no doubt but there was 
ſomething more then Ordinary in the Matter, and ſo deſired 
Agrippa to tell him the Buſs'neſs, who made ſome Difficulty 
at fii ſt, but upon preſſing aim further, Agrippa, in a kind of 
Confidence, told him the whole Story. The Officer joy'd him 
of the good News, and treated him with a ſplendid Supper. 
But as they were in the middle of theirJollity and Cups, comes 
4 Meſſenger with Intelligence that Tiberius was paſt Danger, 
and would come ſuddenly to Town. Theſe Words went to 
the very Heart of the Captain, who being conſcious to him- 
ſelf that he had forfeited his Head for making merry with a 
Priſoner, upon the News of Cæſar's Death, puſh'd Agrippa in a 
Rage from his Seat, and in a menacing Tone : © Do you think . 
to come off thus with your Lies, and your Tricks ? /ays he; 
© and could you find no Body but me to put your Sham Stories 
upon, of the Death of Cæſar? No, no, ſays he, this Sapcy- 
« neſs of your Tongue ſhall coſt you dear :” and ſohe call d 
to have him put in Chains again, and kept ſtricter then before. 
When Agrippa had paſs'd the whole Night in this Condition, 
the Report of Cæ ſur's Death came on again the next Day: 
Every Body talking of it publickly, and People offering up 
Sacrifices for Joy. Soon after this, there came two Letters 
from Caius ; one to the Senate, to inform them that Tiberius 
had declar'd him his Succefjor ; and the other to P:f5, the Go- 
vernour of the City tothe ſame Purpoſe; appointing alfo that 
Agrippa ſhould be diſcharg'd of the Priſon, and allow'd the 
Liberty of the Houſe wherein he liv'd before; ſo that he was 
now ont of all Danger and Apprehenſion; for though he was 
ſtill in Cuſtody, he was in all other Reſpects in a State of 
Freedom. Upon the Return of Caius to Rome, and the Body of 


Tiberius along with him, the Funerals were celebrated with all 
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'N Magnificence and Solemnity. The Emperour would have diſ- 
charg'd Agrippa the ſame Day; but Antonia was againſt it, l 
3 not for want of good Will to the Man, but it would be an ; 
F In decency ſhe thought to do it in ſuch Poſt Haſte; and a kind 
| of Diſreſpect to T7berirs, to ſet looſe a Priſoner of his com- | 


matting all in a Hurry, - Pet it was not many Days after this, 
| N hows 
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however, that he took him Home; had him ſhav'd, ſhifted, 
and dreſs'd up, and a Crows put upon his Head, as Succe R 
to the Tetrarchy that Philip had; created him Xing, with an 
Addition to him of the 7. etrarchy of Ly/ania ; and beſtowing 
upon him a Golden Chain of the ſame Weight with the Iron one 
he had before; ſending alſo Marcellus Governour into Judæa. 
In the Second Year of the Reign of Caius, Agrippa begg'd 
leave of Cz#/ar to go for a While, and put Things in Order 
at Home ; with a Promiſe to be back again by ſuch a Time. 
It was a wonderful Sur prize to them, to ſee Agrippa with a 
Crown upon his Head; a remarkable Inſtance of the Inſtabili- 
ty of Fortune, and e Uncertainty of humane Affairs, in this 
Change of his Condition from one Exceſs to another: Some 
look'd upoa him to be a wiſe and a happy Man, and ſtand- 
ing ſo firm againſt all Diſcouragements ; but others were ſo 
amaz'd at the Circumſtances of this Revolution, that they 


could hardly believe what they ſaw. , 


c HAP. 1 


The Envy of Herodias. She preſſes her Husband to beg 
ſomething for himſelf; The more Herod oppoſes it, the 
more his 1 ife urges it. Herod yeilds at laſt. Agrippa 
ſets Fortunatus for a Spy upon them. Herod and For- 

tunatus come to Puteoli together. Articles exhibued 
againſt Herod. The Conſpiracy of Sejanus; and ſiding 
With Artabanus againſt Caius. A Magazine of Se- 
venty Thouſand Arms. Herod confeſſes them, and 
thereupon be is remov'd from his. Government, and 
condemn'd to perpetutal Exile. Celar's Reſpect to He- 
rodias; and ber generous Reſuſal of it. Sh; is baniſh' d, 
and confi d with her Husband, Caius aſſumes to bim- 


ſelf; Diviae Honours. 


T was fo lll a Mortification to Ferodias, (the Siſter 
of Agrippa, and the Wife of Herod the Tetrarch of Callilee 
and Perea, the Country beyond Ferdan) to ſee her Brother, that 
was forc'd but the other Day to run away from his Creditors, 
now upon his Return ſo much advanced above her Huſband © 
in Splendor, Dignity and Power, that the Haughtineſs of her 
Spirit was not able to brook it; ; eſpccially to {ce him in the 
B b b b Pomp 
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Pomp of his Royal State and Robes, ſhewing himſelf to the 
People, and the Multitude crouding about him. The En- 
vy that this Thought and Spectacle gave her, was fo inſup+ 
portable, that in the Violence of her Paſſion, nothing would 
ſerve her, but her Huſband muſt immediately away to Rome, 
and never leave Cz/ar till he had got the like Honour and 
Preferment for himſelf, ** It would be the breaking of her 
, Heart, ſhe /aid, to ſee her Ruſband that was the Son of a 
King and fo fair both in the Afſections of the People, and 
© in his own reaſonable Pretenſions, to ſucceed him, and 
© tamely looking on like a private, contented Wretch ; and at 
© the ſame Time the Son of Ariſtobulus » 2 Bankrupt, and a 
© Criminal that had ſuffer'd under the Hands of Juſtice, ad- 
* vanced to a Throne: But my dear Huſband, ſays ſhe, if you 
& have had the Patience hitherto, to live below the Birth and 
« Quality of your Father's Son, it is certainly high Time now 
© however to bethink your ſelf of doing ſome Sort of Right, 
© both to your Credit, and to your Family, without truckling 
7 — Creature that owes his very Bread, to your 
© Charity. Never let it be ſaid that Agrippa, under the Preſ- 
& fare of his ſcandalous Neceſſities, got the Start of Herod to- 
tc ward. the making of his Fortune, with ail the Advantages of 
Reputation and Plenty on his Side. It will not ſtand with 
© your Dignity, ever to own that Man for your Superior, 
te that you your ſelf have kept from Starving. Wherefore, 
& without any more ado, let us ſpare for neither Money, nor 
ce Pains, but away to Rome together; for Gold and Silver is 
& not valuable barely for itſelf; but for the Power and Sa- 
ec tis faction it brings us upon the Well-diſpoſing of it.” 
Herod was a great Lover of his Eaſe ; beſide that he had 
no great Opinion of the Court of Rome: So that he try'd 
all Manner of Ways to keep his Wife off, and ſleep in 2 
whole Skin ; but the more earneit he was one Way, the 
more cager was Herodias the other; having taken up an 
uncontroulable Reſolution to purſue her Point at any rate, 
She follow'd him fo cloſe, in fine, that he was wrought up- 
on at laſt, even in his awn Defence to comply with her 
Importunities, and ſo away they went to Rome together; Hes 
rod, and Herodias, with an Equipage ſuitable enough to the 
Occaſion. Agrippa being aware all this While of every 
Thing that paſs'd, bethought himſelf of this Way of coun- 
termining them. He kept his Freeman Fortunatus in Readi - 
neſs with Letters and Preſents for the Emperour; who, {0 
Toon as ever Herod ſhould ſet Sail for Rome, was to put to 
Sea after him, with particular” Inſtructions how to _ 
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himſelf when he came there. Fortunatus had a quick Paſſage, 
and arriv'd at Puteoli juſt with: Herod ; but Caius happen'd 
to be at that Time at the Bate, a little Town in Campagne, 
about five Furlongs from Puetoli, a Place famous for Royal 
Palaces ; the Emperours that frequented the hot Baths there, 
ſome for there Pleaſure, others for their Health, ſtriving to 


out-do one another in the State and Curioſity of their Build 
ings. Upon coming to this Place, Herod made his Reve- 
rence to the Emperour, and Fortunatus within one Minute 


after preſented him his Letters. Caius, upon the Peruſal, 
found them to be a Point- blank Accuſation of Herod : Firſt, 
for being a Party to the Conſpiracy of Sezanus againſt Tiberius ; 
and now again for ſiding with Artabanus the Parthian againſt 
Caius ; offering this for a Proof againſt him, that he had at 
that Inſtant a Magazine of Arms for Seventy Thouſand Men. 
Ceſar preſently in a Paſſion, demanded of Herod whether he 
had ſuch a Proviſion of Arms or not? The Thing was ſo 
plain and evident, that he could not deny it: So that the 
Emperour never look'd further for any Proof of the Trea/on ; 
but took away his Government and gave it to Agrippa, with. 
his Money alto, as a Reward for his Diſcovery. As for He- 
rod, he ſentenc'd him to a perpetual Exile, and a Confine- 
ment in Lyons, a famous City in France, but for Herodias, 
whom he knew to be Agrippa's Si/ter, he gave her the Com- 
mand of whatever belong'd to her, and without making her 
2 Partaker of her Huſband's'Calamity, he promis'd to treat her 
favourably for her Brother's Sake; whereupon ſhe told him: 
« Sir, /ays ſhe, you ſpeak like a great Emperour, and Pray 
give me leave to behave my ſelf like an indulgent Wife. I 
am not in a Condition to enjoy the Benefit of this Bounty; 
« for I do not think it reaſoruble, or honeſt, after the Share 
“ have had in my Huſband's better Fortunes, now to aban- 
© don him in his Adverſity. ” This Greatneſs of Mind in a 
IWoman gave ſuch an Offence to Caizs, that upon the Senſe of 
this Indignity he bani/h'd, confiſcated, and confined Herodias, 
together with her Huſband. And this was the Vengeance 
that God brought upon Herodias for the Malignity of her 
Envy to the Succeſs of her Brother; and likewiſe the Puniſh- 
went that God inflicted upon Herod for being ſo eaſily overs 
tuled by aſpiteful, impetuous Woman. | 

The Reign of Caius, for the firſt and ſecond Year of his 
Government, was Temperate, and Prudent, and gain'd ex- 
ceedingly upon the People, both at Rome itſelf, and in the 
Provinces : But ſuch was the Pride, and Vanity of his Heart, in 
| B b b b 2 the 
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the Contemplation. of his Creatneſs and Power, that after a 
while he aſſumed to himſelf to be more then Fle/h and Blood: 
Blaſphem' the Cod; and in Contempt of any other Deity, 
uſurped Divine Henours to himſelf. ' f «AE 
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* Al Controverſy betwixt the Jews and Greeks at Alex- 
andria. They ſend Six Embaſſadors to Caius about it; 
three of a Side. Appion and Philo the Chief Appion 

_ accuſes the Jews, for reſuſing to pay Divine Honours 
to Caius. A brave and a bold Speech of Philo's, + 


Here happen'd at Alexandria, betwixt the Jews and the 
=. Greeks, an unhappy Difference, and /i&x Embaſſadors, 
three of each Side, were ſent to Caius about it; of which, 
Appin and Philo, were the Chief. Among other Things that 
Appion objected againſt the Jews, this was the Main, That 
« whereas Temples and Altars were erected all over the 
World to Caius elſewhere ; and the ſame Adoration paid 
& to the Emperor, as to the reſt of the Gods: only the 
& 7ews ſtood out, and abſolutely refus'd either to dedicate 
“ Images to Cz/ar, or to ſwear by his holy Name.” Appion 
began witn this Invective, and did all he could in the World 
to inflame Cœæſar apainſt the Jews, Philo the Brother of A. 
lexander, Overſeer of the Cuſtoms, a Perſon every way Ex- 
traordinary, and a Man of Letters, being now about to reply 
on the behalf of the eus, as their ft Commiſſioner upon 
the Embaſſy, Ceſar, in 2 Rage little ſhort of Violence, 
bad him be gone. Philo, upon this Cholerick Repulſc, turn- 
' Ing to the Fews about him, bad them have a good Heart, 

for, ſays he, now Caius is againſt us, God will be for us. 
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„ius thinks himſelf affronted. Petronius order'd to ſet 
up his Statue. The Jews beg of Petronius, not to preſs 
them init. They expoſtulate with Petronius; and 

—| draw into a Body. In ibe mean Time, they neglect 

their Tillage. Ariſtobulus, and other eminent Jews 
ide with them. Petronĩus lays the Caſe befere Cælur: 
deliberates upon the Matter, and Sunmons the Jevis 
to Tiberias. Aftrange Providence, in favour of Pe- 
tronius. Petronius's Letter to Cæſar. Agrippa at 

Rome, when Cæſar receiv'd it. te. preſents Cæſat 

with a ſplendid Treat; who promiſes a large Requital. 
Agrippa contents himſelf with the Bleſſing of Cæſar's 
Favour. Caius preſſes Agrippa to ast him ſomething 
or other. Agrippa begs the Recalling of bis Order 10 
Petronius, Caius grants bis Requeſt, and writes to 
Petronius. A Commotion among the Jews. Caius 


it uurites a menacing Letter 10 Petronius: but the News 
g of Caius's Death came to his Hand before the Letter, 
F Petronius deliver'd by Providence, | 

: (045 took it for ſuch an Afrent, to find that the eu. 
: were the only People in the World which ſtood in de- 
| fyance of his Orders, that he preſently ſent away Petronius 
; into Syria, in the Place of Vitellius, with Orders to enter Ju- 


dea with a ſtrong Army, and ſet up his Statue in the Temple 
there. If they ſubmitted to it, Hell and Good! but in caſe of 
Refuſal, his Orders were to force it upon them by Dint of 
Arms. Petronius took upon himſelf the Adminiſtration, and 
made what haſte he could toward the putting of Cſar's Com- 
mands in Execution: That is to ſay, he got a Body of Aux- 
iliaries together, and io Ryman Legions, which he put into 
Winter-Quarters in Ptolemais, to be ready to march early the 
next Spring. Caius had an Account of his Proceedings fro 
Time to Time, and gave him Thanks for his Induſtry ;; bidding 
him go on boldly, for he was reſolved, he ſaid, to bring 
down the Contumacy of that ſtubborn People. 3 
There came at this Time vaſt Multitudes of Jews to Petronius 
at Ptolemais, begging of him for Heavens Sake not to preſs them 
ypon any Thing againſt their Conſciences, and the 8 
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eir Profeſſion, Or if it was of Neceſſity that a Statue muſt 
be ſet up in their Temple, they had no more to dqybut take a. 
way their Lives fe and they might do afterward what they 
leas'd. But fo long as they had Breath in their Bodies, they 
Foul never ſuffer the Violation of thoſe Laus and Precepts 
that had been handed down to them through ſo many Gene- 
rations from their famous Pragenitors. Petronius reply'd 
quick upon them, This that you ſay might perhaps work 
5 upon me, ſays he, if I were at my own Liberty; but being 
te under Czſar's Command, I muſt obey Cæſar's Order, and 
& dare do no other. The Fews turn'd it again upon Petronius, 
t that if he could not depart from his Ma/ter's Orders, neither 
& could they from theirs ; and that by the Grace of God they 
ic were reſolved to tread in the Steps of their Forefathers, as 
< they had ever hitherto done. We are not ſo Mean, ſaid 
be they, as for the ſaving of a miſerable Temporary Life to ha- 
“ zard the Forfeiture of a Bleſſed Eternity, by prevaricating 
& with the Laus of God. No, no, Sir, let but our Laws and 
& our Religion be ſafe, and what becomes of our Carcaſſes, 
and our Fortunes, we matter not. Our Truſt is in God, 
& andin the Aſſurance of his Providence and Protection, we 
cc are reſolved to abide all Hazards, whether we ſhall rather 
c chuſę to incur a perpetual Infamy by our Cowardiſe, on 
e the one Hand, or the Wrath of God by our Diſobedience 
< on the other, And, in ſhort ; whether we ſhall obey the 
Voice of Heaven, or the Voice of Gaius ; and which of the 
& Two, be you the Judge.” x -- 
_ Petronius, gathering from this Diſcourſe the inflexible Stiff 
neſs of theſe People ; and that there was no gaining their 
Point upon th em for the ſetting up of Cz/ar's Statue, but the 
Jaſt Extremity of Blood and Slaughter, he took ſome of his 
Friends and Domeſticks about him, and away they went to 
Tiberigs, to be within Diſtance of being more particularly 
inform'd in the Manners, Cuſtoms, and 4ffairs of the People 
he had to deal with, This Approach of the Romans put the 
Jeus in a great Dread of a War ; but in a greater, for fear 
of an Invaſion upon their Cu/toms and Religion. So that upon 
this 4larum, ſeveral Thouſands of them in a Body went di- 
xcaly to Petroniys, deſiring him with moſt Paſſionate Inſtan- 
ces, not to drive the Multitude upon deſperate Neceſſities, by 
offering to prophane their Holy Temple with Forbidden Images, 
4% What, /ays Petronius, and will you fight with Cæſar then 
£ Hand over Head, without ſo much as conſidering either hig 
Strength, or your own Weakneſs ? They told Petronius, 
No: they did not propoſe to fight, but rather to die _ 
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ſelves then to ſacrifice their Laus; caſting themſelves down 
upon the Ground at the fame Time, and baring their Necks, 


as who ſhould ſay ; Strike when you will, we are ready for 


you. They were at this Paſs for a Matter of forty Days 
without either Ploughing or Sowtng, or attending any Office 
of Huſbandry, though the Seaſon of the Lear requir'd it: 
for they were all unanimouſly agreed upon it, rather to die 
then to admit the Statue. 

While Matters were in this State, Ariſtobulus the Brother of 
Eing Agrippa, and Elchias ſurnamed the Great, with ſeveral 
Noblemen of the Family, and others of the firſt Quality a- 
mong the Jews, apply'd themſelves to Petronius ; “ deſiring 
« him to conſider, that they were a rugged Sort of People 
«© he had to do withal, and how dangerous it might be to 
« hurry them into a Deſpair : But their Advice was for him 
to poſſeſs Caius of the Difficultics of the Caſe ; the Stub- 
© bornels of the Party, how they had left all their Lands 
e Fallow, not with any Thought of a Rebellion, but in a 
« Determination rather to die, then to bla/# the Integrity of 
« their Religion; that this Neglect of their Huſbandry muſt 
of Neceſlity expoſe the Country to Robberies and Rapines, 
and diſable them from paying their Taxes. They ſuggeſt- 
ed that poſlibly this might make Cz/ar relent, and conſe» 
. quently remove all Colour for a Rebellion. Or if nothing 


% could divert him from carrying on the Var, that might be 


« done at laſt as well as before.” Thus far went Ariſtobulus. 
Petronius was no Stranger to the intemperate and revenge» 


ful Humour of Gaizs ; eſpecially where any Stop or Delay 


was put to the Execution of his Commands; but yet ſuch 


was the Awe and Reverence he had for God, and his own ut... 


Conſcience, and ſuch the Horror he had to think of ſacrificing 
ſo many Lives to the Fury of a Mad-man, that what with theſe 
Conſiderations, together with the Credit of the Interceſſor, the 


Importance of the Affair, and the Danger of tranſporting an qa 9 


obſtinate Sort of People into Deſperation, he came to à Re- 
ſolution of writing plainly to Caius all the Difficulties of the 
Caſe, at what Hazard ſoever; for he thought thus with him- 


ſelf. What if all this ſhould do no Good now? What if 


« inſtead of reaſoning him into a better Mind, theſe trifling 


« Expoſtulations ſhould rather provoke and enflame him, 


and bring the Storm upon my own Head, that I am now 
« labcauring to avert from others! I ſhall have this Comfort 
yet at the worſt, either that I die in the Poſt of an honeſt 


© Man, or at leaſt that I did not decline the expoſing of my 
Life, even to an appearing Certainty of Ruin, in the Diſ- 
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charge of a publick Duty, and for the common Safety of 
« an innocent People.“ Ke 9 5 5 

Petronius, upon this Deliberation, ſummon'd a Meeting of 
the Jews at Tiberias, Where they attended in prodigious Num- 
bers; and that which he had to ſay to them was this. It 
*c is not of my own Head, /ays he, that I have undertaken 
e this Expedition; but upon the Command of Cæſar. I ſhall 
< not need Þ tell you the Danger of deferring the Execution 
< of my Orders, for ſovereign Powers will not be trifled with: 
To ſay nothing of the Equity and Reaſon of the Thing, in 
< my ſubmitting to the Authority of a Prince that has been 
4e the raiſing and the making of me. But yet after all this 
* now, as the Caſe ſtands, I do not ſo much conſider my 
< own perſonal Security, or my Credit with my Maſter, as 
4 I do the Welfare and Preſervation of a conſcientious Peo- 
% ple in the warrantable Defence of their Worſhip and Laws. 
Neither do I approve of the prophaning of God's holy Houſe at 
© the Pleaſure of lawleſs Princes. Wherefore I am now ſends 
« ing Expreſs to Caius, to let him know your final! Reſolu- 
% tion about the Statue. And it ſhall be none of my Fault 
« neither, if the Emperour does not comply with you in every 
66 Thing elſe that you can honeſtly deſire. May the Divine 
« Providence that over-rules all humane Powers and Pur po- 
«© ſes, preſerve your Religion facred and inviolate, and grant 
« that the Emperour's exceſſive Affection of Glory in this Par- 
cc ticular, may never be charg'd to his Account. As for my 
< own Part, if it ſhall be my Lot to fall under his Diſplea- 
ce ſure for this Liberty; though to the Loſs of Life and For- 
4 tune, I am prepar'd for it: provided only, that I may ne- 
cc ver live to ſce ſo many good Men deſtroy'd only for Well» 
« doing, Wherefore let every Man betake himſelf to his 
„ own Home and Bus'neſs. Go to your Lands and Tillage 
c again, and leave me to menage with the Emperavur. I am 
6 juſt now ſending away to him; and you may depend upon 
© it, that nothing ſhall be wanting to your Satisfaction, that 
I myſelf and my Friends are able to do for you.” With 
- theſe Words, he diſmiſs'd the Aﬀembly ; bad them hope the 
beſt, and take Care of their Huſbandry. Petronius hid no 
. ſooner made an End of ſpeaking theſe comfortable Things to 
the Jews, but the Goodneſs of God appear'd in ſo extr.nrdt- 
'nary a Providence, that every Body look'd upon it as a ma- 


niſeſt Declaration from Heaven, in Favour of what I tronius 
as now a-doing; for fo ſoon as ever the Words were out of 


his Mouth, there fella Shower to the Admiration of all People, 


in as clear a Day as ever ſhin'd, and without one Cloud ro 
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be ſeen. This happen'd after ſo long a Drought, that they 
were almoſt out of Hope of having any more Rain, and tho? 
now and then they ſaw perhaps a flying Cloud, it blew over 
yet without any Effect. This wonderful Relief, beyond all 
Thought and Expectation, was look'd upon by the Zews as a 
Bleſſing upon Petronius's Prayers, and as an Earneſt of more to 
come: neither was any Body more ſenſible of it then Petronius 
himſelf ; either of the Prodigy, or of the Interpretation of it: 
For it was ſo convincing an Evidence from Heaven in Fa- 
vour of the Fews, that it would not bear the leaſt Doubt or 
Contradiftian. © Petronius was very particular in his Report 
« to the Emperour in this whole Affair, and laid all the ne- 
« ceſlary Points before him: As what might be the Conſe- 
« quence of purſuing ſuch a Multitude of ſtubborn People to 
“ Extremities, and making ſo many Thouſand Men deſpe- 
rate; for nothing but abſolute Force could ever make them 
« quit their Hold: Beſide that in the violent Proſecution of 
% them, Caius would but ſink his own Revenue, and puniſh 
© himſelf, which would turn afterwards to his eternal Re- 
“ proach : Subjoining likewiſe to all the reſt, that the cus 
«« were a People acceptable to God, who had given many 
« wonderful Inſtances of his peculiar Care over them.“ 
King Agrippa happen'd to be at Rome when Petronius wrote 
to Cæſur, and every Day more and more in the good Graces 
of the Emperour ; a Kindneſs that he cultivated by all the 
Study and Application imaginable. As in particular, he 
made Caius one Treat, that for Expence, Variety, Curioſity, 
Delicacy, Order, and Contrivance, out-did all that ever was 
heard of before him ; not excepting the moſt ſplendid Enter- 
tainments even of Czar him/elf. Caius was ſo taken with the 
generous Magnificence of this Collation, and with the hear- 
ty Good Will of it too; (for Agrippa had ſtrain'd hard to 
come up to it) that the Empexour took a Fancy in his Head 
to enter into a Kind of Competition, and to vye good Offices 
with him. When the Wine had a little warm'd him, the 
Humour took him, in the Head, to put Agrippa upon the 
erry Pin too, and ſo he call'd out to him. ©. Agrippa, ſays 
“e, This is not the firſt Proof I have had of your Friend- 
« ſhip and Affection. In the Days of Tiberius I had many 
% Evidences of it to your Hazard; and you have now oblig'd 
me to your Coſt ; and in ſo exceſſive a Manner too, that you 
* have conſulted my Honour and Pleaſure, more then your 
# own Convenience. It would be a baſe Thing for me now to 
£ ſuffer myſelf to be overcome by Benefits, and therefore I am 
#* gelolved at preſent to make you ſome amends for i 
that 
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« that l ever fell ſhort in before; and the Addition that I intend 
* to my former Bounty, ſnall be ſuch as will very much ad- 
« vance the Condition of your Life and Fortune for the Fu- 
& ture.” Caius expected, upon this frank and unlimited Pro. 
miſe, that Agrippa ſhould preſently have begg'djLands, Com- 
miſhons, nay whole Provinces, and ample Revennes ; while 
Ceſar was in the Giving Mood. But Agrippa, on the other 
Side, though prepar'd beforehand what to aſk, ſuſpended the 
Declairing of it a while, till it might fall-in afterward with 
the better Grace as by the By. © Sir, /ays he, as I had no 
4 private Ends of my own, in the little Services I did you in 
© the Time of Tiberius; ſo I propoſe nothing more to myſelf 
< at preſent, then the Comfort of your Favour. You have 
done more for me already then I could reaſonably either 
4 hope, or ſo much as wiſh for; and though I very well un- 
« derſtand that you have greater Things yet in your Power; 
give me Leave however to make this Profeſon*with Ac- 
* knowledgments for what I have receiv'd, that I neither de- 
E ſerve, nor ſeek for any Thing further.” Caivs was ſo amaz'd 
at the Modeſty, and the Moderation of the Man, that nothing 
would ſerve his Turn at laſt, but Agrippa muſt aſk him ſome 
Boon or other, and let it be what it would, it ſhould never 

deny'd him. Well Sir, /ays Agrippa, ſince you are ſo 
* generous as to lay this kind Command upon me, I ſhall 


4 preſume to offer you one Requeſt ; and it ſhall be neither 
<« Wealth, nor Honour; for by your Favour, /ays he, I have 


* enough of both already: but the granting of that which I 


_ © have to deſire will eftabliſh you in the Favour both of God 


© and Man; and it will be to my own immortal Glory too, 
* if I may but obtain this Conceſſion, after fo many others, 
* to crown all the reſt, My Deſire is only this, that you 


will recall your Order to Petronius, for ſetting up your Sta- 


be tue in the Temple of the cus. Agrippa knew well enough 
that this Propoſal was like the Chance of a Die, for Lite or 
Death, as that was the Hazard of croſſing any of Caius's De- 
rrees but yet however, betwixt the obliging Influence of the 


Treat, and the Shame of refuſing a Requeſt that he himſelf 


had ſo publickly extorted, together with a juſt Deſerence to 
the Virtue of a Man that ſet a higher Value upon the Com- 
fort of a good Conſcience; and the Peace of his Country, then 
upon the ſplendid Vanities of Wealth and Power; © the 
* Emperour grafted him his Aſking, arid ſo wrote to Petro- 
# minus; approving all he had done in drawing his Troops to- 


 #f pether, and obſerving his Orders. And as for the Statue, 


« ſays he, if it be ſet up already, let it ſtand ; and if it be act, 
| AI trouble 


50 
Sh * a =® TI 


IT; ff Book XVII. Je wisn AuwTIQUITA2S 2.” 1113 


14 trouble yourſelf no further about it; but diſcharge your Ar- 
3. „ my, and go back again to Syria. I am content to remit 
u .« this Diſobedience for Agrippa's Sake, for whom I have ſo 


= « great an Honour and Reſpect thatIcan deny him nothing.“ 
"A This was the Subſtance of the Emperour's Letter to Petronius, 
le which was written before there were any Inkling of an In- 
er furrection intended among the Fews : But Caius, being a Man 
je without either Honeſty, or Shame, and ſo abandon'd to the 
h extravagant Liberties of a Furious Choler, that he acounted it 
0 a Mark of Dignity and Greatneſs to be ſwaggering and outs 
n rageous ; this Man, I fay, upon the Rumour of a Commotion 
If among the 7ews that follow'd ſoon after, brake out into ſuch 
e a Paſſion to ſee his Authority ſo affronted by that rebellious 
r People, that he immediately chang'd his Stile, and wrote a 
p ſecond Letter to Petronius to this Effect.“ Since you have 
40 


; thought fit to do more for the Fews Money, then for my Com- 
> % mands, as appears by your neglecting the one to gratify 
"2 * the other, be you yourſelf the Judge what you are to expect 
1 % now from my Indignation and Juſtice. I am refolv'd to 
7 «© make an Example of you, both to the preſent Age, and to 
4 « Poſterity, to give the World to underſtand that ſovereign 
- «© Power is not to be play'd withal.” This Letter was ſent 
) to the Preſident while Ce/ar was yet alive, but not delivered 
till afterwards ; the Bearer of it having a flow Paſſage: So 
- that the Death of Caius came firſt to Petronius, to whom 
. God was infinitely merciful and gracious, in Conſideration 
[ of the Zeal he ſhew'd, and the Dangers he underwent, for 
| his Honcur, and for the Religion of his People the eus: But 
Caius, being cut-off in the Career of his b/aſphemous Vamty, 
for uſurping to himſelf Divine Honours, Petronius had the 
| Thanks of the Romans, as well as of the Provincials, for his 

eminent Services to the Publick upon that Occaſion ; and 
| more eſpecially the Acknowledgments of the Prime Men of 
the Senate, whom Caius took a Pride as well as a Delight to 
torment, and trample upon, in a more particular Way of 
Inſolence and Scorn. He dy'd ſoon after that denouncing Let» 
ter to Petronius: But as to the Ground of the Conſpiracy, and 
the Manner of executing it, we ſhall ſet it forth in another 
Place. The News of the Emperour's Death to Petrenius was 
follow'd with the Letter that brought him the Menace of his 
own : and as he could not under thoſe Circumſtances but re- 
joice at the former; ſo neither could he but magnify and 
admire the Goodneſs and Providence of God, that in the 
ſame Inſtant rewarded the Veneration he had paid to the Ho- 
hour of his holy Temple, and likewiſe deliver d he Jeus * 
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of their Diſtreſs. By this wonderful Providence was the 
Life of Petronius preſerv'd. 


mak 2 A 


c HAP. XII. 


The Jews of Meſopotamia, and Babylon, a miſerable 
People. Nearda and Niſibis, two ſtrong Places upon 
- #he Euphrates, where the Jews depoſited their holy 
Treaſure. Aſinæus and Anilæus, two Brothers, and 

Sallers by Trade. They rau away from their Maſters, 
and gather d a ſtrong Party. They build an impreg- 
nable Fort, and the King of Parthia rakes the Alarum, 
Aſinæus hears the Neighing of Horſes. The Scouts 
bring Notice of the Enemy at Hand. Neceſſity is 4 
Diſpenſation for the Sabbath. Afinzus gives the E- 
nemy a great Overthrow. Artabanus courts the two 
Brothers to an Alliance, Aſinæus ſends his Brother 

on the Errand. The Reaſons why he came alone. 
They go to the King together. Aldagaſus as#s Leave 
to cut Aſinæus's Throat. The King oppoſes it. Arta- 
banus adviſes Aſinæus to withdraw, and gives him 
the Command of Babylon. The Brothers in great Re. 


ners, they loſt it again. Anilæus fulls in love with 
4 Parthian Lady; kills her Husband, and takes her 
to bis Bed. A bitter Curſe. The Defedtion comes to 
down-right Idolatry ; and the People clamour againſt? 
it to Aſinæus. Aſinæus chides his Brother, aud the 
Woman poiſons Aſinæus. Anilæus breaks-in upon 
. Mithridates, aud takes away a vaſt Booty, Mutbri- 
dates draws-out upon Anilæus, but puts off fighting 


Army lay ; takes Mithridates Priſoner, and routs his 


teizes him into a War. Mithridates giyes Anilzus à 
total Defeat. Anilæus recruits, and falls into Baby- 
lon. The Jews and the Babylonians treat about an 


Alliance. Anilæus ſurprized and put to the Sword, 


6.44 


putation ; but falling from their Religion and Man- 


till the Sabbath. Anilzus gets Intelligence how the 


Army. Mithridates ſet at Liberty, and his Wife 


_ -- Jbe ; 
5 ey 
2 5 .1 


Book XVIII. Jzwisn ATI GU Ir ISS. 1117 
J he Jews and Babylonians can never agree. The 
Jews are forc'd into Seleucia. Ferpetual Bickerings 
betwixt the Greeks and the Syrians. The Greeks and 
Syrians n a League againſt the Jews. Upward of 
fifty Thouſand Jews flam. The Remainder withdraw 
to Cteſiphon, and thence to Nearda, and Niſibis. 


3 H E Fews of Meſopotamia and Babylon were at this Time 
in ſo miſerable a State of Calamity and Confuſion, that 
we read of nothing like it in any of their former Hiſtories: 
But this Story is not to be written exactly (which I propound 
to do) without tracing it down in a Line from the Original. 
There is in the Province oft Babylon, a City they call“ Near- 
da, a Place wonderfully populous, and the Soil fruitful enough 
to maintain the Inhabitunts. The Town is well wall'd and 
fortify'd, with the River Euphrates about it, and not far from 
it, another ſtrong City call'd Miſibis, upon the fame River, 
There was no Fear or Danger of any Enemy breaking-in up- 
on this Quarter: So that the Jews laid-up in theſe two Pla- 
ces the common Stock of their holy Treaſure, as it was de- 
dicated and brought-in from Time to Time according to Cu- 
ſtom. From hence it was tranſmitted to Feruſalem in the 
proper Seaſon, under ſtrong Convoys, tor Fear of the Parthi- 
ans upon the Road, who were then Maſters of Babylon. 
There were among the Fews of Nearda, two Brothers; Aſinæus, 
and Anileus : Their Father was dead, and their Mother had 


put them out to the Weaving Trade, of learning to make Sail. 
Cloth, which is accounted no Diſparagement among thoſe 


People where the Men are us'd to Card and Spin. Theſe Bro- 
thers coming one Day late to Work, their Maſter gave them 
Correction for it, which they took ſo heinouſly, that they pre- 
ſently arm'd themſelves with what came next in the Houſe, 
and ſo away to a Place upon the parting of the River, where 


Was great Plenty of Cora, Grafs, Fruit, and all Manner of 


Proviſions for a Winter-ſtore. While they lay in this Retreat, 


there gather'd about them a neceſſitous Crew of bold luſty 


young Fellows, that armed and liſted themſelves under their 
Command; no Creature daring to controul them. With the 
Aſſiſtance of this Party they erected an impregnable Fort, 
and then ſent out their Emiſſaries and Collectors up and 
down the Neighbourhood to raiſe Contributions : with am- 
ple Aſſurances of Friendſhip and Protection to thoſe that 
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comply'd, againſt all 828 whatſoever, and menacing 
both Man and Beaſt in Caſe of a Refuſal : So that the People 
were under a Kind of Neceſlity of doing whatever they would 
Have them ; being by this Time grown fo numerous, and 
— that they were not able to refiſt them: Inſomuch 

at the King of Parthia was ſtartled at this Commotion. 

The Prince of Babylon, upon this Intelligence, finding him- 
ſelf concern'd to nip the Sedition in the Bud, drew his Troops 
together both out of Parthia, and Babylon, and march'd away 
preſently with the Groſs of his Army to get up Time enough 
to the Mutincers to furpriſe them. When he was advanced, 
by Defilees, and By-Ways, to the Skirts of a Mooriſh Piece 
of Ground, he made an Halt; and depending upon it, that 
the next Day, being the Sabbath, they would not venture a 
Battle, he moved gently forward ; propounding to fall upon 
them at unawares, and make ſure of a Victory. While Aſi- 
nus was at this Time lazing upon a Bank with his Compa- 
nions about him, and his Arms lying by: © Hark ye, Fel- 
% low-Soldiers, ſays he, methinks I hear the neighing of Her- 
« fes : not ſuch a neighing, as if they had a Mare in the Wind, 
ic but the neighing of Horſes preſſing to a Battle. Nay I fan- 
“ cy I hear the Champing of their Bits too; and we had beſt 
te have a Care we be not circumvented : Wherefore for Cer- 
7 tainty Sake, let ſome Body go out this Inſtant for Diſco- 
e very: and I wiſh I may find myſelf miſtaken.” Scouts 
were {ent out accordingly, and in a very little Time came 
back again upon the Spur, with News that Aſinæus was in the 
- Right, for the Enemy was at Hand; and upon the very 
Point of executing their Revenge. They have Hor/es enow, 
ſays the Scout, to over-run and trample us all under Foot: Be- 
fide, ſays he, that we are but ſo many naked Men, and for- 
bidden by the very Laws of our Religion to prophane the Sab- 
bath with any Sort of Reſiſtance. But Aſinæus was quite of a- 
nother Opinion, and told them, It was an unreaſonable 
Thing for them to ſtand fill, and have their Throats cut 
<« only to gratify a barbarous Enemy. No, my Lads, ſays he, 

ce confult your Courage, and the ſovereign Law of all Laws, your 
« preſent Neceflity. W herefore follow my Example, that at 
« the worſt we may not fall unreveng'd, and ſo let us commit 
« the reſt to Providence.” Upon this Exhortation and Encou- 
ragement he betook himſelf to his Arms, and led his Compani- 
ons on to the Combat, where finding the Enemy careleſs,” and 
ſecure, and in Poſture, rather to take Poſſeſſion of a Victory, 
then to diſpute it, they took them unprovided ; made a great 

Slaughter upon the Place, and put the reſt to the Flight. . 
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ng The Bravery of the two Brothers gave the King of Parthia, 
ple upon the News of this Defeat, ſach a Curioſity and Impati- 
iid B ence to have an Interview, and to exchange ſome Diſcourſe 
nd with them, that he ſent them one of his Guards that he moſt - 
ch confided in, with this Meſſage. © I have a Commiſſion from 

« Artabanus the King of Parthza to tellyou, ſays he, that though 
n- < you have been very hard upon him in making this Inroad 
ps « ;jnto his Dominions, he is yet ready to bury all paſt Contro- 
1y c yerſies in the Eſteem he has for the Character he hath heard 


h « of your Perſons, And I am farther to acquaint you in my 
d, « Maſter's Name, that without any Fraud, or indirect Mean- 
ce c ing, he deſires to join in a League of Friendſhip with you. 
at « And J am likewiſe to offer you upon his Faith and Honour, 
a c all Aſſurances that you yourſelves can deſire for your ſafe 
n « Paſſage and Security, in your Journey back and forward. 
Fo © You will find the King a munificent, and a generous Prince, 
P « and ready upon all Occaſions to give you further Proofs of 
N e his gracfous Inclination and Bounty.“ Aſinæus was not 
— over fond of the Journey, notwithſtanding the Frankneſs of 
the Invitation; but he ſcent his Brother Anilæœus however up- 
* on the Complement, with ſuch Preſents, as he was able to 
: furniſh. Upon his coming to the King, he found his Acceſs 
. open and eaſy; but Artabanus taking Notice that he came a- 
. lone, aſk'd him what the Meaning of it was, that he did not 
N bring his Brother along with him: So Anilæus gave the King 
5 to underſtand, that he was ſafe in the Bog where he was, 


and not willing to truſt himſelf any where elſe at Mercy. 
The King finding where the Buſineſs ſtuck, ſwore by his 
gods, that not a Hair of either of their Heads ſhould be 
touch'd : And for a Ratification of his Oath, he gave Anilæ- 
us his Kight-hand upon it; which, with the Barbarians, is 
the moſt ſacred Tye of good Faith that can be given : For 
after that Ceremony paſt, they are ſo far from any Appre- 
henſion of being deceiv'd, that there's no Room aſter it, e- 
ven for Jealouly itſelf, or the very Suſpicion of falſe Dealing. 
Artabanus, upon this Aſſurance, {ent Auilæus back again to 
bring his Brother; in Contemplation of the Services they 
two might do him by keeping thoſe Provinces in Awe, that 
were wavering toward a Revolt in the King's Abſence, by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Party they brought along with them. And 
he did not know neither, but that when he himſelf was em- 
'ploy'd in the ſuppreſſing of a Rebellion on the one Hand, 
Aſinæus might be fortifying himſelf with Men and ſtrong 
Forts, and doing Miſchief about Babylon on the other. This 
was the Reaſon of the King's ſending for Aſinus. 5 
. | cw 
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Now Aſinæus underſtanding by the Report of his Brother, 
how great a Tenderneſs Artabanus had expreſs d for them both, 
and with what Earneſtneſs of 2aths and Proteſtations he con- 
firmed the Sincerity of all his Profeſſions, was eaſily preyail'd 
upon to wait upon the King with Anilæus, and ſo they went 
together. Artabanus received them with great Eaſineſs and 
Good Will; but upon comparing the Dignity of Aſinaus's 

Mind with the ſimple Appearance, and in Truth the diſagree. 
able Figure of his Perſon, he was not a little ſurpriz'd at the 
Diſproportion; and would be ſaying to ſome of his Friends, 
that the Soul of that Man was never made for his Budy. He took 
Occaſion one Day as he-was at the Table to ſpeak of him to 
Abdagaſus, his General, of his martial Performances, and 
Feats of Arms very much, in fine, to his Advantage. Abdagaſs 
made no other Reply, but only to beg his Majeſty's leave to 
cut his Throat-in revenge for the Aﬀront he had put upon the 
Parthians. © No, ſays the King, I ſhall never ſuffer ſuch a 
„Thing as that certainly to a Man that has committed him- 
« ſelf to my Honour, and whom I am bound both by Oath 
and Contract to Protect. But, ſays he, if you have ſuch a 
« mind to exerciſe your Courage, you may find a way of vin- 
% dicating the Parthians without making me forſworn. You 
© have no more to do, /ays he, then to attack him in his Re- 
turn without making me privy to your Purpoſe.” The next 
Morning early the King call'd for AMſinæus again. It is Time 
“young Man, /ays he, for you to go Home again, before the 
«& Animolity of my Officers run too high, for you may have 
& Miſchief done you, and not in my Power perhaps to pre- 
« vent it. Pray let me commend Babylon to your Care, and 
& do what you can to maintain Peace there, and preſerve the 
„Province from Robberies. Once for all, you have commit- 
„ ted your Life into my Hands, and your Safety ſhall be to 
& me as that of my own Heart.” And ſo with thoſe Words, 
anda Competency of honourable Preſents, the King diſpatch'd 
him away to take Charge of his Command, where he apply'd 
himſelf inſtantly to the Bus'neſs of his Commiſſion, in build- 
ing of Forts ; repairing and fortifying as he ſaw Occaſion ; ac- 
quitting himſelf in fine to ſo univerſal a Satisfaction, that 
never any Man before him arrived at ſuch a Degree of Repu- 

tation and Power in ſo ſhort a Time, and from ſo {ſlender a a 
Beginning: And this, notonly among the great Men of Baby- 
lon, but the Parthian Governours and Commanders had likewiſe 
the ſame Eſteem for him; his Authority all this while increa- 
ſing with the Strength of his Arms and Party: Inſomuch that 

Meſopotamia was as good as entirely under his Direction. 
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Things went on in this proſperous Way with the two Bro- 
thers, for a matter of fifteen Tears, highiy to the Satisfaction 
of the World, and their own Glory. But when they came 
once to decline in their Prety and Manners, and abandoning 
the Study of Virtue, and the Diſcipline and Precepts of their 
Ferefathers, to give themſelves up to /en/ual Pleaſures and o- 
reign Innovations: they funk then in their Credit too. As for 
Example: There happen'd to come into theſe Provinets a 
certain Parthian Governour, and his Wife along with him: 
a Miracle of a Woman, as well for her admirable Qualities as 
for the Charms of her Perſon and Beauty. This Weman 
(whether upon Fame, or upon Sight,gancertain) Anilœus fell 
deſperately in Love withal; and in the Impotency of his Paſ- 
ſion, having no other Way to compals his End, he made War 
upon her Huſband ; kill'd him upon the firſt Encounter; got 
Poſſeſſion of the Woman, and fo took her to his Bed. This Ad- 
yenture was the Source of the terrible Calamities that befel 

them afterward. This Woman, whether ſhe was at Home or 
Abroad, had conſtantly about her certain /mages of Barbarian” 
Gods. She was now a Widow and a Priſoner, and having pri- 
vately conceal'd ſome of theſe Idols, ſhe took her Opportunity 
of Weorſbipping them for a While, only by Stealth. But upon 

Anileus's taking her to himſelf, and owning her publickly*for *. 
his Wife, the did as publickly owa the Exerciſe of her Religt 
on too, without carrying the Bus'neſs any longer as a Secret. 
The beſt Friends that the two Brothers had, were molt horrid- 

ly diſguſted at the Licence of this abominable Practice in the 
marrying of a barbarous Woman, and an 1dslatreſs, in ſo auda- 

cious a Detyance of the Rites, Laws and Cuſtoms of the eus. 

Let this ſerve for a Caution to Princes in Time to come, how © 
they depart from their Duty to God, to gratify their carnal ' 
Pleaſures. But there was no Room left here for the good Offi- 

ces of Reaſon or wholeſome Counſel; for one of the moſt - * 
eminent Adviters was ſtabb'd to Death upon the Place, only 

far the honeſt Liberty of difcharging his Conſcience; breathe 


ing out his Laſt with this Prophetical Imprecation in his Mouth 


againſt tne Frethers and their Complices. May a V engeance 
« fall upon them, ſays he, for the Indignities they have com- 
«mitted both againſt Religion and aginſt Friendſhip; may 
their Enemies repay them with the ſame Meaſure they have 
„ meted to others: The Brethren, as the Capital Authors of this 
Violence; the Ref? ; for aſſiſting toward the barbarous Murs» 
*© ger of the Patron of their Laws, and Libertics, whom they 
* ought to have defended.” Not but that they were all ex- 
tremely afflicted for the Death of this good Man, but thepaſt-* 
CRE. 'ECcec Kind- 
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Kindneſſes of the Brothers, and the Senſe they had of an Obli- 
gation to them for the Advantage of their preſent Condition 
atton'd for all. They kept however ſor a while within ſome 
tolerable Bounds, till at laſt the barefac'd and impudent 
rofeſſion of Idolatry put the Aﬀront paſt all Sufferance: Ins 
much that the People, upon that Scandal, came open-mouth 

in Crouds and Tumults to Aſinæus, with Complaints againſt 
his Brother telling him plainly, that though it had been bet 
ter let alone at firſt, yet ſince the Thing was done, he ſhould 
do well to take ſome ſevere Courle in Time to prevent further 
iſchief: for it would certainly put all in a Flame elſe. The 


| Marriage, they ſaid, was ſo manifeſt an Uſurpation upon their 


Religion, that no Creature could approve it; and then fob 
the /dolatrous Practice ef this lewd Weman, it was as groſs an 
Encrogchment upon the /Yorfhip of the True God. Aſineus 
could not but own himſelf to be fully convinc'd of the dan- 
gerous: Conſequences both to himſelf, and to his People, of 


this Wickedneſs of his Brothers; bur what with the Tenders 


neſs of ſo near a Relation in the Caſe, and what with an Al. 
lowance for: humane Frailty, in ſo invincible an Affection, he 


palliated the Matter, without proceeding to any exemplary” 
Severity upon it. But finding himſelf Day after Day more and 
more perſecuted and clamour'd at, he was ſo plain with his. 
Brother, as to check him for what was paſt, and to caution | 


him for the future; charging him without any more ado, to 


ſend the Woman Home to her Friends again: But this. 
wrought nothing upon him; for the Woman finding the mu- 

tinous Humour of the People to increaſe, and conſequently, 
fearing that ſome Miſchief might befal Anilœus for her Sake, 
Me poyſon'd Aſinæus, making no doubt of coming off well: 


enough her ſelf, when a doting Huſband ſhould be her Fudge. 


 Anilzus, having now gotten the whole Power into his own 
Hands, made an Incurſion with his Army into the Country of 


Mithridates, a Perſon of prime Quality among the Parthians, 
and the Son- in- Law of Artabanus. He found Money, Slaves, 
and Cattle there in Abundance, beſide other rich Booty that 
he carry'd away, to a prodigious Value. Mithridates was not 
far off at that Time, and hearing of this Inroad and Ravage, 
and how it was menaged, not only without any Sort of Pro- 
vacation ; but in acontemptuous Freak of Inſolence and Scorn, 


he drew together a Body of his choiceſt Troops, and fo march'd + 


away with his Army to give Anileus Battle, The next Day, 
being the Fews Sabbath, which they moſt religiouſly cele- 
brate for a Day of Reſt, he ſtopt ſhort at a Village that Night, 


LY 


with an Intent to fall upon them by Surprize on the Day fol- 
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lowing. A Syrian that liv'd there in the Neighbourhood, gave 
Hnilaus Intelligence of the Deſign, and particularly where 
Mithridates was to be that Night; at a ſolemn Entertainment. 
Anilæus, upon this Advice, order'd his People to go to Supper; 
marching afterwards that Night up to the Enemy, to take 
them at una wares; wherein he ſucceeded to his Wiſh, for about 
the fourth Watch, he fell into their Quarters, and ſome he 
took alleep; others in a Confternation were put to ſhift for 
themſelves in the Dark. Mithridates alſo was taken alive, and 
a Priſoner, and mounted nate upon an 4/5 ; which the Par- 
thiaus look upon as an {gnomzny, to the higheſt Degree. When 
they had carry'd him thus into a certain Wood, feveral 
of Anilæus's Friends were for killing him out of Hand; 
but he himſelf was againſt it, and gave his Reaſons for his 
Opinion.“ This Petſon, ſays he, is one of the greateſt Men 
© of the whole Country, and match'd you fee into the Royal 
« Family. Give him his Life now you have him at Mercy, 
«© and you may depend upon it, that he will forgive all paſt 
« Affronts, and never forget the Obligation: Beſide the pre- 
« (ſerving of an Intereſt, that in caſe of the Worſt, will be 
able to procure an Accommodacion. And on the other Hand, 
« if you put Mithridates to Extremities, you may be ſure the 
© King will never reſt till he has avenged his Blood upon alt 
© the Fews in Babylon: And thoſe are a People whom we 
© ought to be tender of, both for Affinity's Sake, and in Point 
« of common Prudence: for the Chance of War is uncertain £ 
& and it is good, even in caſe of any Diſaſter, to make ſure 
« ofa Retreat.” The whole Multitude, in fine; were of the 
fame Mind, unanimouſly, with A4nil/eus: So that Mithrida- 
tes, by Conſent, was ſet at Liberty, and difcharg'd, But his 
Wife perceiving at his coming back, upon what Terms he 
was return'd, welcom'd him Home with a Thouſand Re- 
proaches. © You, /ays ſhe, the Son- in Law ofa King! after 
** fo many notorious Battles, and Diſgraces put upon you by 
«© the Jews, and now at laſt their Priſoner, to have fo mean 
« a Soul as but to own a Life upon the Title of their Charts 
ty! Either redeem your Honour, /ays ſhe, or by thoſe Pow - 
«ers I ſwear that guard the Throncs of Kings, Fll have no 
© more to do with you.” Now ſo it was, that betwixt the 
Bitterneſs of theſe daily Taunts, and the Apprehenſion that 
this high ſpirited Woman would proceed to a Divorce, ke put 
bim ſelf (how unwillingly ſoever) in the Head of an Army; 
but with this Conviction upon him, that the Parthiandid not 
in Truth deſerve to live that would truckle to a eu. So ſoon 
as Anilœuùs heard that Mithridates was marching towards him, 

ECT ©] | he 


* 


1124 JIS WIS u ANTI CVI TI ES, Bock XVIII, 
he made a Point of Honour of it, not to take Advantage o 
the Fiſtnels he was poſſeſs'd of, but rather "to put it to the 
Hue of a Battle in the plain Field: So that Anilæœus marched 
forward to meet the Enemy, in the Head of a body of Men 
that ſcarce knew what it was to be worſted 5 for over and a- 
bove their Veterune Troops, they were joyn'd alſo by ſeveral 
Inforcements that fell in with them for the Booty: and upon 
the whole Matter, they reckon'd the Day as good as their own; 
before ever they came to ſtrike a Stroke. In this Confidence, 
they travel'd a Matter of Four/core Furlcngs into a dry ſandy 
Country; and when they were now ſo ſpent with the Dreug ht 
of the Place, the Fatigue of the March, and the Heat of the 
Day, that they were hardly able to ſtand upon their Legs, 
Mithridates fell upon them with freſh Men; put them to a 
total-Rout, and cut-off feveral Thouſands of them upon the 
Chace. Ani/eus, with thoſe that got off making to a Forreſt 
there near Hand, in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, and 
leaving Mithridates in the happy Poſſeſſion of an ab/olute Vice 
tory. There came in to Anilæus, after this Defeat, ſuch Multi. 
9 of looſe Deſperado's, that his- Army was not long a re- 
eruiting up to it's former Number; but they were raw, un- 
diſciplin'd Men, and not comparable for Valour to thoſe that 
fell. With theſe Men however he march'd into the Babyloninns 
Qrarters, and laid all Waſte, Hereupon, the Babylonrians ſent 
to the eus at Nerda to deliver up Avniletus to Juſtice ; but 
this could not be obtain'd, for, in Truth, the Man was not in 
their Power. The next Propotal was to invite him to a Peace, 
or at leaſt to a Treaty, to try if they could æccommodate 
Matters upon Terms. This they agreed to, and ſent Com- 
miſfoners on both Sides, Jes, as well as Babylonians, to men- 
age the Debate. The Babylonians, taking ftrick Notice of the 
Place where Arilæus and his Companions were together, 
braFein upon them in the Dead of the Night by Surprize; and 
fincing them drunk and drowſy, they Eill'd all in their Way 
without any Oppofition, and Anilcus himſelf among the reſt, 
The Babyloniaus and the Fews were perpetually at Variance 
one with another of Old, upon the Subject of differing Rites, 
Cuſtoms, and Ways of Living; and ſome Time one would get 
the better of it, other while the other: So that the Controverly 
ended commonly in a kind of drawn-Battle. But the Babylo- 
- nians, that were kept in ſome Sort of Awe while Anilæus was 
yet living, and his Complices about him, took Heart now up- 
en this Riddance and Execution, to affront the Jes at every 
Turn, and made them weary of their Lives: Inſomuch that 
they forced them by their intolerable Inſolencies to quit their 
. . | ä— . 
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Fairen, And to Withdraw themfelves to Seleucia the ca- 
HA City of that PFovmmce and fo called from Seleucus Mi- 
canor the Founder of it, being a Place of Liberty, where Ma- 
cedanians, Greeks,"and Syrians liv'd promiſcuoully together in 
abundance, The Jews were 2 and eaſy enough here for 
the fir/? Five Tears but the Plague breaking out at Babylon 
in the Sixth, they were forced to withdraw more and more 
to Seleucia, which proy!d the Occaſion of the greateſt Miſery 
they had felt yet, as ſhall be made appear in few Words. The 
Greeks and the Syrians in this City could never agree; but 
in all their Bickerings the Greeks had till the Advantage, till 
upon the coming: in of the Zews, being a bold and a war- 
like People, the Syrians with their Aſſiſtance got the upper- 
Hand. The Greeks fmding themſelves run down, and their 
Condition wholly deſperate, unleſs they could break this A- 


mity betwixt the Syrians and the_Fews ; they dealt under- 


Hand with ſome particular Friends and Acquaintances they 
had among the Syriazs to think of ſome way of Agcommos- 
dation, and how they might bring Matters to 3 better Under - 
ſtanding betwixt them. This Propoſition was well enough 
received, and the Ganſiderarion of it referrid to ſome leading 
Men on both Sides' to adviſe upon the Expedient: Who 
without much Diſtculty put an End to the Controverſy, up- 
on this Condition, that the Greeks and Syrians ſhould joyn 
in a League 9fenſtve and Defenfrve againſt the cus. In Pure 
{ance of this Agreement, they fell upon the 7ews by Surprize, 
and kill'd them upward af fifty Thouſand, not a Soul ſcap: 
ing; but thaſe that were ſav'd and protected by ſame Neigh- 
bour or Friend. The miſerable Remainder withdrew to 
cteſip hon, a Creek City near Seleucia, where the King of Par- 
thia commonly, keeps his Reſidence in the Winter, and the 
greater Part of his rich Furniture, In this Place they took- 
5 their Abode, not doubting of their Security within the 
Verge of the King's Court and Palace ; but the eus were 
under ſuch a Terror from both Babylonians and Seleucians 
zver and above the Conſpiracy of the Syrians againſt them, 
that the greater Part of them betookthemſelves to Nerda and 
Niſibis depending upon the Strength of the Places, an the 
Bravery of the Men that were to defend them, This was the 
State of the Fews Matters at that Time in Babylon. 
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JOSEPHUS 


ay, 


OF THE 


Jewiſh Antiquities, 
Book the NINETEENTH 
[From the Year of the World 4003, to 4009. 


CHAD. 1. 


be Outrages af Caius upon the Jews. Caius challenges 
Adoration as a God; calls himfelf Jupiter's Brother; 


- rifles all Temples to adorn his Palace; orders Regu- 


lus to ſend the Olympian Jupiter's Statue to Rome, 


| f. Girl is placed upon Jupiter's Knee in the Capitol, 


Claudius accuſed by his Bond-men. Three Conſpira- 
cies againſt the Life of Caius. Caius reproaches Char 
reas with Cowardiſe; who Meditates a Revenge and 


zells Propedius of it. Propedius accuſed by Timidius : 


Quintilia put to the Torture, and lands it out bravely, 
Chæreas tells bis Mind to Clemens and Papinus. 


. generous Diſcourſe 8 Chæreas. Chæreas ſuſpe#s Cle- 
mens to be falſe. Sa | 

Chæręas and Sabinius confer with Minucianus. (LI. 
BERTT) the Word. A Reſolution taten. They 


binius promiſes te ſland hy bim. 


- agree, Embrace and Part. A Voice beard in the 


Air bidding them go on in God's Name. The Execu. 
von put of from Day to Day. Chaæreas ene 


— 


* 
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: of Dolay, and offers to undertake it himſelf. The Day 
for the Execution, Off and On. Chæreas animates 
bis Companion. A final Reſolution, Chæreas goes to 
Ceæſar for the Word, Caius Sacrifices, and then goes 
to the Theatre. A Deſcription of the Theatre. The 
Conſpirators poſted in their Statfons. The Manner of 
- the Execution. The Glory of the Action aſerib'd to 
 Chercas. The Conſpirators ſlip away. The German 
Guards in a Rage. Alprenas, Norbanus, and Anteius 
cut to pieces, The Story reported ſeveral Mays. 
Je German Soldiers beſet the Theatre; all in a 
Confuſion. The Death of Cæſar publiſhed by Pro- 
clamation. Minucianus, Clemens and Chæreas, brought 
together. The Senate meets, and inclines to ſet up 


for uſelf. 
1 Barbarous and Inhumane Outrageous of the Empe · 


rour Caius upon the Jews, were not confin'd to eruſa 
em alone, and the Neighbouring Provinces, but moſt 
induſtriouſly propagated over Sea and Land, from one End 
of the Reman Empire to the other; and with ſuch deliberate 
Cruelties as were never heard of in Story before. Neither did 
any Place ſuffer more under his ſavage Brutalities then Rome 
itſelf; the Senator and Patricians eſpecially ; and the reſt of 
the Nobility: Thoſe alſo that they call'd the Equites, or 
Knights ; a Degree of Men for Wealth and Dignity next 
under the Senators; the Senators themſelves being likewiſe 
choſen out of that Order. What Delight did he take to torment 
thoſe People with all Manner of Indignities, Contumelies, Ba- 
niſhments, Murders, Confiſcations ! making it Death to have 
any Thing to loſe. He took upon himſelf the Majeſty and Ap- 

ellation of a God! and nothing leſs would ſerve him from his 
Subjects then Divine Adoration. He had the Confidence, in 
the Capitol itſelf, which is the moſt Celebrated of all the Tem- 

les in Rome, in reſpect of the Dedication of it, to ſalute Ju- 
piter by the Name of Brother, and he was as vain and mad 
to a Thouſand other Purpoſes. He had a Deſign once to paſs 
from Puteoli, a City of Campania, to Miſenum, a Sea-Town on 
the other Side of the Water, and looking upon it as a Deroga- 
tion to his Dignity to croſs it in a Gally, he laid a Bridge over 
from one Promotory to the other, and fo paſs'd and repaſs d 
in his Chariot, triumphing that he had ſubjected the Sea ag 
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well as the Land, in a Way becoming the Greatneſs. of his 
r Ws | a th 3 
There was not ſo much as one Temple in Greece, that he did 
not Tifle of all the curious Paintings, Sculptures, and other 
precious Donatives and Dedications ; with Orders for the tran- 
{ſporting of the Spoil to his Palaces, Gardens, and Houſes of 
Pleaſure: For where, ſays he, ſhould the choiceſt Rarities 
** in the World be depoſited, but in the moſt glorious City or 
© Cabinet in the Univerſe ?” Nay he had the Confidence to 
ſend to Memmius Regulus for the Statue of the Olympian Fupiter, 
to have it brought to Rome: That admirable Piece of Phidi 
the ſamous Athenian Statuary, and fo called from the Place 
in Greece, where it is ſo much adored. But this was not yet 
done; for the great Maſters told Memmius Regulus, to whom 
the Care of doing it was committed, that it was im poſſible 
to move the Image out of the Plage without ſporiing it; and 


there goes a Tradition too, that while Memmius had it under 


Conſideration, he was frighted from the doing of it by an in- 
credible Prodigy or Viſion; and that this made him delay it, 
as he gave Caius to underſtand in a Letter by way of Ex- 
cuſe : but that Excuſe would have coſt him his Head, if the 
Death of the Emperaur himſelf had not prevented it. 
He was puff d up, in fine, to that Degree of a beſotted 

Madneſs, that upon the Birth of a Daughter, he had the 
Child carry'd into the Capitol, and placed upon the Knee of 


Jupiter, as if Jupiter and Caius had been Partners in the 


Sirl; and expoſing himſelf to the Company to judge, which 
was the more honourable Father of the two. 


o 


Theſe extravagant, nonſenſical Freaks were ſo rank and 


F oſs, that all People ſaw thorough them, and yet how tame- 
y 


they ſubwitted to them! He did not only give Slaves 


leave, but Encontagement, to accuſe their Maſters, of what 
Crimes they. thought fit ; and which is yet worſe, they had 
both his Aurkoriry, and his Thanks far ſo-doing. As Claus 


dius was charged with a Capitol Crime by his Bondman Pol. 


lux, and Caius upon the Bench to countenance the Accuſati- 
on, againſt the Life of his own Uncle: Nay and with a Reſo- 
lution to have taken it away too, if he could have carry'd it. 
Bythis Licence that he gave to Calumuiators, Sycophanbs, and 
Informers, in the advancing -. Slaves above their Patrons, 
he did but provoke the ſame Practices againſt himſelf that 
he countenanc'd againſt others. Fog People fell to plotting 
againſt him on all Hands; ſome to be reveng's for Injuries 
receiv'd; others by way of Precaution to prevent Miſchiefs 
29 come. For there was ng longer any ſuch Thidg leftas Law, 
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is or Juſtice. Corruption and Power carry'd all before it; and i 
was come to that critical Point, in fine, that either Caius 
d muſt ſink, or the Common-wealth: The Fews eſpecially ; who, 
r by the ſeaſonable Death of this Man, were moft miraculoaſty 
1 reſcu'd from the very Jaws of Ruin. It will be Matter of Uſe 
f WM now, and Edification, as well as of Curioſity, to be very Par- 
' ticular in this Part of my Story ; for over and above the Con- 
currence of ſo many wonderful,Providences in the Diſpoſiti- 
on of Things, it will ſerve for an inſtructive Conſolation to 
good Men, never to deſpair in what Extremity ſoever, of 
God's infinite Power and Mercy: and ſo likewiſe for a Leſ- 
ſon of Caution to the great Ones of this Werld, not to build 
their Hopes upon falſe Foundations, or ſet their Hearts up- 
on tranſitory Enjoyments, that lead only to Miſery, and 
Diſappointment in the End ; but on the contrary, to contain 
themſelves within the Bounds of Modeſty and Virtue, 
There were three famous Conſpiracies a- foot againſt the Life 
of this beaſtly Man, and every one of them had 2 Perſon of 
eminent Note in the Head of it. Amilins Regulus, 2 Spani- 
grd of Corduba, commanded one Parr y, and he had a Troop 
of reſolute Fellows about him to aſliſt in the Enterprize. Caf 
fius Chæreas, the Tribune, had another Detatchment ; ang ſo 
Annius Minucianus had another Gang; and they were all 
| reſolutely bent'upoa the Deſtruction of this Tyrant; for they 
| all lookt upon Caius, as a moſt abominable Monſter. Regus 
lus hated him, purely out of a natural Averſion to all Manner 
of Iniquity ; being a Perſon naturally generous, and one that 
had the Soul of a Man of Honour. Minucianus was his E- 
nemy, partly in Revenge for the Death of Lepidius his ſingu- 
lar Friend, and a Citizen of a moſt unſpotted Reputation, 
whom Caius moſt barbarouſly put to Death: and he was partiy 
inſtigated to this Practice, for fear Caius ſhould begin with 
him firſt ; for he knew this Tyrant's Hatred to be mortal, 
wherever it fell, It {tuck in the Stomach of Chereas to find 
himſelf twitted by Caius for his Efiminacy, and Unmanlineſs, 
upon ſeveral Occaſions : Befide the perpetual Danger his Life 
was in, by the Relation he had to the, Service of a violent 
furious Maſter, ſo near his Perſon : So that laying Things 
together, he was in'a Manner forc'd to do what he did in his 
own Defence. But after all theſe particular Grudges, they 
agreed all three in this one common End of delivering their 
Country, and/the World, from the Outrages of ſo bloody a 
£1 _ : we wor yh reckon'd upon it, that the Sucedls of this 
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would be the faving of the Publick : and that it wag 
ut 1 2 e Duty of a loyal Patriot to lay down his Life for hie 


aan try. 


But none ſo hot upon the Exploit as Chæreas, partly out of 
e Ambition of acquiring to himſelf a great Name, and parts 
out of the Advantage be had above others (being Tribune) 


| of executing | his Purpoſe by a Freedom of Acceſs to his Ma- 


ſter's Perſon. They were now in the Solemnity of their 
Circus-Games, and Exerciſes ; an Entertainment that the Peos 
ple of Kone are wonderfully delighted with. Now it having 
been formerly the Cuſtom, for the Multitude to come throng» 

g into the Place, and to Petition the Emperour, at Liberty, 
> what they thought fit, and hardly ever receiving a De- 

ial, they came now open-Month, in Crouds, praying to 
we eas'd of their Tributes and Taxes. Caius was lo enraged, 
both at the Requeſt, and at the Clamour, that he commands 
ed his Guards immediately to ſeize the People that made the 
Outcry, and put them to Death; and this Order colt many 3 


Man his Life. The People paticntly ſuffer'd all this, and 


made no more Noiſe ; taking it for a W arning not to ven- 
ture their Lives to ſave their Money, ſeeing how many bad ſub 
fer'd for it already. Theſe horrible Barbaritics animated 
Ghereas more and more, to haſten the Attempt, and ſo put 
an End to the bloody Rage of this Brute of a Man. Cheareas 
had it many Times in his Thought to diſpatch him at the Tas 
ble; but Nina it off from Time to Time, not upon any Change 
of Mind, but only to wait for an Opportunity of ftriking 
fure, witkout any Danger of a Miſcarriage. He had been 


Gaptain of the Guards a long Time already, and being now 


in Commiſſion for the collecting and receiving of Monies a. 
bout the Revenue, he fell under Ce/ar's Diſpleaſure for not 
being fo quick upon thoſe that were in Arrear, (how poor 
nd inſolent ſoever) 28 Caius would have had him, who caſt 
it in his Teeth, that he was a pitiful Fellow, and had not 
the Courage to inforce the Payment of it. And this was not 
all neither, for when he came at any Time to him for the 
Herd, he would ſtill be giving him ſome Word or other, that 
ſhew'd upon him for a Feman-hearted cowardly Creature, 
though Gaius at the ſame Time made no Difficulty himſelf 
to dreſs, curle, powder, and in one Word, to play a Wo- 
man's Part in all the Formalities of a Dilguiſe. 
This entaged Chæneas the more, ta ſee himſelf made run 
gloss to the reſt of the Officers; for he never brought them 


dhe Herd from Cz/ar, but it ſet them a Laughing; and they 
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ſo unpardonable a Provocation, and ſo juſt an Ineitement to 
2 Revenge, that Charreas could not any longer forbear the 
taking of ſome Friends and Confideats into the Secret ; and 
Popedius for one, a Member of the Bench of Senators ; ong 
that had gradually gone thorough all his Degrees of Honour: 

nd as to the reſt, a Diſciple of Epicurus, and a Lover of his 
Eaſe, This Popedius had been accus'd of ſcandalous 199 
dangerous Words againſt Caius. His Accuſer was his profeſs d 
Enemy, Timidius and the Accufation founded upon the 
pretended Teſtimony of Quintilia, a very beautiful Perſon of 
a Woman, and a Comedian: This Quintilia being generally 
beloy'd, had the Fortune to be highly in the gaod Graces 


| of Pcpedius, among the reſt. The Charge being a Contris 


vance, and Quintilia refuſing to take away the Life of ber Lo- 
yer by a falſe Evidence, Timidius call'd out to have her put 
to the Torture, and Caius at next Ward commanded Chg@ree 
95 to ſee it done immediately; making Choice of him the 
rather for theſe butcherly Services, in Hope that it might in- 
ſtigate him to a more unmerciful Cruelty, to ſhew that hg 
was not ſo Hen-hearted a Wretch as he was taken to be. As 
they were carrying out Quintilia to the Torment, ſhe ſer her 
Foot upon the Toe of one of the Conſpirators in her Paſſage, 
giving him to underſtand by that Hiat, that he was fafe, and 


| that ſhe would confeſs nothing. It was muck againſt the 


Inclination of Chœreas to execute that Office, but lying yn» 
der ſuch a Neceſſity, he was forc'd to torment her with great 
Severity. But finding that ſhe ſtood it out, he conducted 
ber to the Preſence of Cæſur miſerably torn and disfigur' d: 
even to ſuch a Degree, that the Emperaur himſelf had a Com- 
paſſion for her, and diſcharg'd Papedius upon it; preſenting 
the Woman alſo with a conſiderable Sum of Money to com- 
fort her in ſome Meaſure for the Calamity ſhe had fo reſo- 
luccly, and ſo happily undergone. 

This Tenderneſs of Caius was yet a further Aggrayation to 
the Affliction of Chœreas, to think of the Scandal it had brought 
upon him, in being the Inſtrument of ſo mercileſs a Cruelty 
gs the Emperour himſelf relented at. When Things were come 
to this Point, Chœreas could hold no longer, but brake his Mind 
to Clemens, and Papinizs ; the latter of them a Tribune as well 
as himſelf, and the other a Captain of the City Troops. Cię- 
* mens, ſays he, it is well known that you and I were never 
= wanting in our Duty to the Emperoyr ; and that it has been 
© our Care and Bus'neſs, to diſcover, and to defeat Geral 
* Conſpirators againſt him. Some we have put to Death; 
E others to Tortures, till he himſelf hath pity'd them : But 
e © ONE N IA : : are 
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are-theſe Commiſſions for Soldiers, and Men of Honour, or 
for Butchers ?” Clemeny reply'd not one Word, but dei 


tray'd in his Countenance the Confuſion of his Soul, for mi- 
niſtring in ſo infamous a Drudgery, contrary to his Conſci- 
ence, though without daring ſo much as to open his Mouth 
in one Syllable againſt Cz/ar. Chereas however took a little 
Heart upon this breaking of the Ice, and follow'd his ' Dif. 
courſe. * I ſhall not need, ſays he, to run thorough the Hiſ. 
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tory of the Miſcries, either of the City, or of the Empire. 
They are too notorious to be conceal'd, and common Fame 
makes Caius to be the Author of them; but if a Body may 
ſpeak the Truth of the Matter, I myſelf am effectually the 
Cauſe of all this Miſchief; and Papinius here, and you, Cle- 
mens, before us both. We are the Men that have brought 
this Ruin upon Rome, and upon Mankind, in the Execution 
of other Peoples Orders. And then when we might put 
an End to theſe Outrages, both upon the Citizens, and up- 
on the reſt of the Subjects, if we had but a hearty Mind to 
it, we proſtitute ourſelves to the meaneſt of ſervile Offi- 
cers, fitter for Hangmen, then Sword-men. And we do not 
ſtand up neither for the Roman Empire, or Liberty, but in 
the Defence of thoſe that bring us both Bodies and Souls 
into Slavery, And what's our Bus' neſs, but to do the 
Fourney-work of a Tyrant, in committing bloedy Murders, 
and inflicting execrable Torments upon others, till ſome 
Body elſe ſhall rake the Office out of our Hands, and do 
as much for us! For this abject Reſignation of ourſelves, 
1s look'd upon as an Act, not of Kindneſs, but of Fear and 
Force, and conſequently renders us rather ſuſpected then 
beloved. He is ſo wonted to humane Blood, that he ne- 


ver conſults the Reafon of Things, but acts according to 
the Extravagance of his preſent Humour, and the Crime 


is the leaſt Part of the Queſtion. We are all to be de- 
ſtroy d one after another, and our own Turn will proba- 
bly be next, if we do not provide in Time for the ſecu- 
ring both of our own Lives, and the common Liberty.” 

Clemens, though he could not but approve of the Opinion 


and Reſolution of Chereas, charm'd him yet to Secrecy ; for 
the leaſt Word of the Plot, before it came to Execution, would 
be the Death of every Man concern'd in't. But, /ays he, 
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Time and Patience bring forth Opportunities. As for my 
own Part, my ſeuffling Days are over, and the ſafeſt 
Counſels are beſt; but honeſter I am ſure you can never 
take. Clemens with theſe Werds went his Way Home, 
"IE i Þ 41.4 | * , PO 3, 1 bo > Ys turning 
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or turning every Thing over in his own Thoughts that. he had 
e- both heard, and ſaid. 9 
FT This Coldneſs of Clemens made Chereas begin to ſuf pect that | 
is he was not in ſafe Hands, and fo he poſted away pretently tag 
th Cornelius Sabinus, his Brather-Tribune, whom be knew to be'a fl 
le Man of Value; an Aſſertor of his Country's Liberty, and as 
much unſatisfy'd as any Man with the preſent State of Things. 
. He made no Doubt, either of his Integrity, or of his 7udgment 
in the Caſe, and ſo rcſolv'd to confult him upon the whole 
Affair. He had ſome Jealouſy, as I told you, of Clemens, and 
therefore preſs'd the Bus'neſs to a Dilpatch, without any more 
Delay. When he found that Sabinus and himſelf were both 
of a Mind, as to the Main, ſaving only that he kept the Se- | 
eret to himſelf, there was no Need, he faid, of deliberating ll 
| What to do with a Man that was come to a Reſolution upon ij 
| the Matter beforehand: Inſomuch that Sabinus promis'd him, [| 
not only goed Faith, and Privacy, but his Helping-Hand too, 
| Which more and more confirmed Chereas in his Purpoſe, 
They were both cf Opinion for puſhing it immediately to 
an Iſſue, and fo went to Minucianus together, a Man of their 
own Make and Temper, both tor Greatneſs of Mind, and a 
ſevere Love and Reverence for Virtue. Caius had alſo a Jea- 
louſy of him upon Account of the Death of Lepidizs, his moſt 
5, intimate Friend: deſide the Hatred he bare him, as a Perſon 
e of Honour, and Quality, which was a Quarrel he had in com- 
0 mon to all Men of that Character. They did effectually know 
, one another's Mind beforehand, by ſeveral Words they let 
d fall that lookt aſxew upon the Government, though they did 
n not think fit to make Proclamation of their Diſguſt at the 
0 
e 


preſent Menage of Affairs: But io it was, in fine, that they 
underſtood, and lov'd one another, by a Kind of Inſtinct, 
for the Sake of the ſame Inclination and Cauſe. Now ſuch 
was the Reſpect that Chereas and Sabinus had for the eminent 


f Dignity, Virtue and Merit of Minucianus, that as they for- 
- © merly paid him all Deference upon other Occaſions, ſo they 
defir'd him upon this Meeting allo, to break the Ice, and open 


n them the Way into their Bus'neſs. * Well then, ſays Muni- 
r « ctants to Chereas, What was the Word the Emperour gave 
4 « you to Day? (for it was in every Body's Mouth, how Caizs 
* « would ſtill be making Sport with Cſœreas upon that Occaſi- 
ö « on.“) Chereas laid hold of the Hint: and ſpeaking with all 
ö Liberty, having the Honour of Minuciauus for his Security: 
r „ Whatever the Emperour's Word was, ſays he, let yours be 
a «LIBERTY; and I give you a Thouſand Thanks for put - 
S ting it into my Head to Attcmpt £0 do the "AY I had ſo 
| great 
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Le great à Mind t6 do. ft is Encouragetnent ſufficient to me 
to find that you and I agree in the ſame Thought, an; 
that we did fo even before we met. This ſingle Sword 
of mine, /ays he, will ſerve us both; wherefore let us about 
obr Bus Hels, and be you pleaſed only with your Prudence 
and Courage to lead the Way; with this Aſſurance, that 
whatever you command the ſhall be moſt heartily and 
readily obey'd. A brave Soffl never wants Arms, but itſelf 
ce rather ſupplics them; for 'tis not the Weapon, but the 
& Hand, and the Will, that does the Execution. All Time 
76 is loft methinks till we ate in the Action; and for the E- 
c vent, Whether I ſtand or fall in the Attempt, the Care is 
4c tiken. For I have ſotnewhat elſe to think of, and to do, 
« then to ſtand calculating and computing upon my particular 
ce Safety or Fortune, when the Laws of my Country, and the 
« Lives and Liberties of ſo many worthy Men are in Danger 
ce to be fwallow'd up by this mercileſs Tyrant. And I hops 
« you will not envy Cres the Honour of a Part at leaſt, if He 
© not that of ſtriking the Blow itſelf, in an Exploit that has 
« the Warrant of your Approbation.“ Upon this frank 
ind genctfons Declaration, Municianus took him into his 
Arms; bidding bim go on, and proſper, and fo with an In- 
terchange of mutual Aſſurances, they embrac'd, and parted. Þ 
We have a Story of a wonderful Paſſage in Confirmation of vi 
the Conſpirators in their Deſign. There was a Voice heard 
among the People, they ſay, as Ch@reas was entring into the 
Palace, calling out to him to go on in God's Name with what 
he hid undertaken. It gave Chæreas a Jcalouſy at firſt, that he 
was betray'd, but he found it afterward to be either an ani- 
mating Hint from ſome of the Commplices, or elſe a Providen- 
tial' Declaration from Heaven in Favour of his Purpole. 
Fhere was at this Time gather'd together ſome of all Sorts 
that were Well-W illers to the Deſign ; as Senators, Knights, 
Seltliers, and in Truth who not; for all Mortals were agreed 
in this, that either Caius muſt periſh, or the Common-wealth : 
So that every Man wrought for himſelf in a Kind of Compe- 
tition who ſhould do moſt, either by Word or by Deed, to- 
ward the ſaving of his Country; or, which was all one, to- 
ward the Deſtruction of Caius : Nay Calliſius himſelf, Caius's 
Freeman and Favourite made one of the Party. This Man had 
2 mighty Power with the Emperour, which he abuſed to ſuch 
a Degree, that all People equally hated and dreaded him 
for he behaved himſelf liker a Partner of the Government, 
then a Subject. He was grown vaſtly rich, upon Corrupti- 
on, and Rribes; but with all this, he could not think * 
„ | þ 5 {cl 
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elf ſafe under that Prince, for he knew him to be Hekle and 
„ implacable, and when he had any Miſchief in his Head, ne-. 
yer to be mov'd. He was in Danger upon many Accounts, 
ord but moſt of all for his Wealth, which in thoſe Days was 4 
out Temptation hardly te be reſiſted. This Calliſtus Hnding 
nce ¶ Caizes ſo Nippery and uncertain, thought he could not do bet= 
hat ter then make a Friend in Time of the next Suceeffor, and 
and in that Proſpect to ingratiate himſelf with Claudizs - So that 
ſelf Nover he went privately into that Intereſt ; telling him in 
the ¶ confidence, how Caius had been, ſeveral Times putting him 
me Nupon it to pin him; but that he ſtill found out ſome De- 
E-. ¶ vice or other to ſhift it off. Now for my own Part, I ſhould 


q 


is Mrather take this for an Invention of Culliſtus's to curry Fas 
do, your with his zew Patron, then any real Matter of Trath 
ar Nand Fact: for if Caius had had a Mind to murder his Uncle, 
he ¶ calliſtus's Excuſe would never have brought him off; and 


er NcCalliſtus himſelf ſhould never have ſeap'd neither for being 
Ps {Mio remiſs and dilatory in the Diſcharge of his Duty; but 
if Nclaudius look d upon him however as the Inſtrument of Pro- 


vidence for his Deliverance, and very thankful to him he 
1k vas for juſt nothing at all. | | 
is BY. The Confederates all this while, were ſo flow and heavy, 
1+ that the main Execution was {till put off from Day to Day, 
J. though much againſt the Will of Cœrtas, for he was of Opi- 
f nion that no Opportunity was to be loſt for the doing of a 
a Thing fo neceſiary to be done. He would not have wiſh'd 
e “ a better Time or Place, he ſci d, then the Capitol itſelf, when 
t he was ſacrificing for his Daughter: or to have piteh'd him 
Headlong from the Battlements of his Palace at any Time, 
when he was ſcattering his Donatives among the People: 
Or he might as well have been taken off he thought, upen 
any Solemnity, at his own private Ceremonies. For Caius 
was ſecure and careleſs to Admiration, when at the ſame 
Time, his Domeſticks, and the People about him were al- 
molt all Traitors in their Hearts.” Chereas was fo impati- 
nt of theſe Delays for Fear-of ſlipping his Time, and loſing 
all at laſt, that he upbraided the Confederates by Way of Re- 
proach ; telling them that if they made any Difficulty of going 
horough with the Work, upon a ſuperſtitious Opinion that 
here was any Thing Sacred in the Per/on of Cuius, he would 
take the Diſpatch of it upon himſelf in his own fingle Per- 
lon, and be anſwerable for the doing of it even without a 
Weapon. His Aſſociates could not but highly approve of his 
FEeal for the common Cauſe, but they were yet for putting 
it off a little longer, till the Gelebration of the Games that 
| Were 
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were inſtituted in Honour of Auguſtus: He that firſt took the 
ſovereign Power from the People into his own Hands. There 
was a Theatre eretted before the Palace for the Roman Nobility; 
with their Wives and Children, in the Preſence of the Emperour 
himſelf. Upon this Occaſion, there would be ſo many Thou- 
ſands of People crouded into fo narrow a Compaſs, that the 
Thing might be done, they thought, with all the Eaſe in the 
World, and the Guards not get in Time enough to the Re. 
ſcue, though they had never ſo much a mind to't : Whereas 


upon an Attempt at a Venture, there would be the Riſk ofa 


Miſcarriage z the City in an Uproar upon it, and betwixt 
Searches and Soldiers, the whole Party ſeiz'd and cut-off, and 
the Contrivance finally diſappointed. Chereas agreed to the 
Matter; ſo that a Reſolution was taken to do the Deed on 
the fir/? Day of the publick Shews : but Fortune over-rul'd in 
the Caſe, and put it off to the third, which was the /a/? Day 


of the Spectacles. And they would have much ado to get o- 
ver it then to, if Chœreas had not call'd his Companions to- 


gether, and put new Mettle into them, with an inflamin 


| Speech to this Purpoſe. *© We are here met together, ( /ays he) 


in a righteous Cauſe, and upon a very honeſt and an ho- 
% nourable Occaſion ; but betwixt Cowardi/e and Lazineſ5, to 
* our Shame be it ſpoken, without advancing one Step in 
our Bus'neſs. Here's a great Deal of Time loſt, and that's 
« not all neither, but our Country, our Lives, Liberties, and 
« Fortunes are all in Danger to be betray'd and ruin'd, be- 
« yond all Recovery by this Delay, and all to ſet up Caius 
„more triumphant than ever: and What's the Fruit now of 
& this Faint-Heartedneſs, but Loſs of Liberty, and Increaſe 
« of Tyranny ? whereas we ſhouid attend our own Security 
“ in the firſt Place, the Welfare of the Publick in the next, 
% and immortal Glory to ouriclves in the Concluſion.” Afe 
ter this Diſcourſe he gave them ſome Time to conſider upon it; 
but there did they ſtand as if they were mop'd, without one 
Word ſpeaking, either of Contradiction, or Reply. So that 
to rouze them up once again. Hark ye, my Maſters, ys 


. he, What do you mean by theſe Heſitations = Put- o, one 


„ after another thus? Do you not know that this Meeting is 


„ upon the very Point of breaking- up, and that Caius is going 


« for Alexandria to take the Tar of Agypt lo ſoon as it is 
* over? Would it not be to our eternal Honour do you think, 
4“ to part with this Scandal of Mankind out of our Hands, | 
« as if we had ſent him all over the World to make Publi- 
« cation what S/aves the Romans are, and to have ſome free - 


cc * Egyptian. do that Right to Mankind upon this 
bloody 
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e bloody Oppreſſor, that we were afraid to do ourſelves? Come, 
come, my Friends, tis paſt Deliberation- time of Day, and 
l'll expect no longer, but to do the Part of a Man, and put ĩt 


« to an immediate Iſſue; for I will not allow any Fleſh living 
« to diſpute with me the Glory of ſubduing this Monſter.” 
Theſe Words ſet them all on Fire to have the Deed done 


immediately, and Chæreas himſelf in the fame Heat, put on 
his Sword and went to Court, as the Tribunes uſually do in 


the like Caſes, it being his Turn that Day in Courſe, as Cap- 


tain of the Guard, to go to the Emperour for the Word. The 
People were now preſſing in mighty Multitudes toward the 


Palace, crouding, thruſting, and juſtling one another to ge. 
Places; and Caius himſelf not a little pleas'd with the Sight 
of this Scuffle and Confuſion, for here were no Seats or 
Benches kept apart for Senators, Knights, or other Degrees 


of People, according to their Qualities ; but Men and Ho- 


men, Maſters and Slaves ſat all promiſcuouſly together, and 
fir {t come firſt ſerved. This Solemnity being dedicated to the 
Honour of Augu/tus, Caius went now, and offer'd-up a Sa- 


_ crifice to the imperial Patron and it fo happen'd, that up- 
on, the Fall of the Victim, ſome of the Blood ſpringing out, 


dropt upon the Robe of Aſprenas, one of the Senators. Ca- 
ius made himſelf merry with the Omen, but others were 
troubled at it; and it was his Lot, purſuant to that Forebod- 
ing, to be ſlain in the following Tumult. It was much ta- 
ken Notice of, and wonder'd at, that Caius was in better 
Humour this Day then ordinary. So ſoon as the Sacrifice 


was over, he took his Friends about him, and went to the 


Theatre, which was only a Frame of Wood-work to be ta- 


ken to Pieces and put together again as it was every Year 
upon this Occaſion. It had two Gates to it; one toward the 


open Court, and the other over againſt the Paſſage, for the 
Actors to go in and out by, without troubling the Spedtators : 
and near at Hand there was a Kind of Box, or Partition, for 
the Players and the Muſick. When the Multitude had now 
taken their Places, and Cœreas with the relt of the Tribunes, 
not far from Cæſar, who ſat upon the right Wing of the 
Theatre ; Bathybius a Senator, and a Military Man, aſked Clu- 
vitus ſoftly in his Ear, a Man of conſitlar Dignity that ſat next 
him, if he had heard any News or not; he told him, none at 
all. Why then, ſays the other, I am to tell you that e Tra- 
gedy of the Tyrant ig to be plaid to Day. Cluvitus bad him in 
a Verſe out of Homer, Have a Care that none of the Grecians, 
over-heard him. They came then to the Frolick of throwing 
Apples, Birds, and other Vulgar Curioſities down to the Peo- 
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ple for them to ſcratch and ſcramble ; which Ceſar was 
much delighted with. And after this there follow'd two Cir. 


cumſtances that had the Countenance of an unlucky Preſage; 
the one was the Repreſentation of a lewd, and a corrupt 


Judge, brought to publick Juſtice; and the other was the 


Trajedy of Cynira, wherein ſhe herſelf and her Daughter 


* Myrrha were both kill'd, and a great Deal of Blood ſpilt 
for the Decorum of the ion, both about the Gibbet and a- 


bout Cyaira : And this, they ſay, was upon the Anniverſa- 
ry to the Day whereupon Philip the Son of Amintas, King 
of Macedonia, was kild by his Friend Pauſanias upon en- 
tring the Theatre. 


Now this being the laſt Day of the SpeFacle, Cairns was in 
ſome Diſpute within himſelf whether he ſhould ſtay it out 
while he was there, or go-off for a While to waſh and eat, 
and ſo come back again. Minucianus taking his Place near 


Caius, and ſeeing Chereas go forth, roſe from his Seat to 


encourage him in his Reſolution for Fear of loſing the pre- 
ſent Opportunity ; but Caius taking him gently by the Skirt, 


aſked him in a friendly Way, Whither is this good Man a-gu- 


ing ? So Municianus fat him down again, but a while after 
roſe once more under the former Apprehenſion, and Caius 
let him go, not knowing what neceſſary Bus'neſs it might be 


that call'd him afide. A/prenas, upon this, being all along 
Privy, and aſſiſting to the Plot, propoſed it to Cæſar to go 
out, and waſh, and eat, and refreſh himſelf, as he was uſed 
to do, and afterward to return. 8 


Chereas, having by this Time poſted the Conf} pirators in 


their proper Stations, and given them their neceſſary Inſtructi- 
ons, was ſo impatient of any longer Delay, being already 
paſt three in the Afternoon, that he was for going back to 


the Theatre again, and aſſaulting Cæſar as he ſat, though he 


knew very. well that it muſt of Neceſſity coſt the Lives of a 


great many Knights and Senators to go thorough with it: But 
he reckon'd upon the Deliverance of the Publick to be a Be- 
nefit infinitely more valuable then the Loſs of fo many Parti- 
cular Men's Lives. As Chereas was marching toward the 
Theatre, the Word was given in the Croud that Cæſar was up, 
and returning to his Palace. The Conſpirators call'd out to make 


the Emperour Way, as if it had been by Order and Direction; 
but in Truth to get themſelves more Elbow-Room for the Ex- 
ecution of the Enterprize. Claudius, the Uncle went firſt, and 


then Marcus Minucianus, the Huſband of his Siſter, and Valeri- 
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us Aſiaticus ; Perſons whole Quality gave them a Privilege of 
Precedency without any Interruption : Caius himſelf with 
Paulus Auruntius following them. When he came at laſt to 
enter the Palace, he left the ordinary Way, which Claudius 
and the reſt had taken before him, and where his Officers and 
Servants attended to receive him, and ſo turn'd-off into a 
By-Way leading to the Baths to ſee ſome Boys there that were 
ſent him out of Aſia for their Skill in the ſinging and compo- 
ſing of holy Hymns, and in the Pyrrhique Way of dancing, In 
this narrow Paſſage, Chœreas came-up to Caius for the Mord. 
which was ſo foul and beaſtly, (at the old Rate) that the 
Tribune return'd the Indignity with Language in his own Way, 
and upon that, a terrible Cut with his Sword, but the 


Wound yet not mortal : Some will have it to be done on 


Purpoſe to make his Death the more miſerable, and torment- 
ing, by the Repetition of the Blows ; but this ſeems to me very 
unlikely, for this was not an Action to be drawn out at 
Length: Or if Chereas had any ſuch Thing in his Thought, 
or Intention, he mult have been the greateſt Fool certainly 
in Nature, to prefer the gratifying of a wild, and an intem- 
perate Paſſion, by ſo dangerous a Delay, when he might have 


ſecur'd both himſelf and his Complices, by the Diſpatch ; 


for ſo long as Caius had Life in him, ſo long had his Guards 


and his Friends Time to conſider of ſuccouring him: So that 


he endanger'd himſelf and his Companions more then Caius, 


by neglecting the Means of withdrawing both himſelf and 


them out of the Reach of Revenge. So that the Loſs of Time 
would in all Probability be the Loſs of himſelf. But this is 
a Caſe wherein all People are at Liberty to think their Plea- 
ſure. The Wound, in ſhort, was betwixt the Neck and the 
Shoulder, where it chopt upon a Bone that ſtopt it from go- 
ing further, He made no Outcry upon the Receiving of it, 
nor call'd to any of his Friends for Help; either out of Pride 
of Stomach, or that he knew not whom to truit, He gave 
a Groan however, and made an Attempt to get away, but 


Cornelius Sabinus prevented it by a Blow that brought him to 


his Knees : And that being follow'd by an unanimous Out- 
cry of [down with him, diſpatch him, ] they cut him to Pieces. 
It was Aquila, they ſay, that gave him his Death's Wound; 


but all People aſcrib'd the Glory of the Action to Chereas. 


He had his 4/ocrates, tis true; but the Propo/al of it was ori- 
ginally his ; and ſo was the Contrivance, and the Manner of 
bringing it about. He was the irt, that ad the Heart to 
adviſe and communicate upon it, and that by his great 
Wiſdom and Reſolution, when he found how it took, formed 
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and united the Confederacy; animated and [upported the Coue 

rage of his Friends; and when it came at laſt to the Pinch, 

he was the Hr ſi that ſtruck the Blous, and by His cun Bra- 
very, laid the Pride of this Tyrant in the Duſt. So that 
whatſoever was done by others to the promoting of this 
Exploit, mult be attributed to the Pradence, Induſtry, and 
Virtue of Chareas. This was the End of Caius, v ho dy'd 
by many Hands, and by many Wounds. 

But the great Difficulty was yet behind; that is to ſay, 
how Chereas and his Companions ſhould get off again, after 
the finiſhing of this mighty Work; beſide the Aſtoniſhment 
they were in upon ſuch an Atchievement. They had the 
Cutrage of a wild and a ſediticus Multitude to encounter, for 
the Death of a popular Prince; the Fury, and Revenge of the 
Seldiery : The Ways narrow where the Fact wss commit 
ted, and cover'd with Officers and Guards that were there 

upon Duty. So that finding there was no getting back again 
by the Way they came; they ſtruck-off to the Houſe of Ger. 
manicis ; the. Father of Caius whom they had newly butch. 
er'd. This Quarter borders upon the Palace-Noyal, and the 
whole Pile is fo far all of a Piece, as the beautitying of it 
with additional Buildings by ſeveral Emperours from Time 
to Time, could make it: and all thoſe Pieces bear the Names 
of their Keſpective Founders to this very Day : Being now 
clear of the Rabble, they were ſafe enough at preſent, ſo 
long as the Death of Cæſar could be conceal'd. 

The German Guards of the Body, known by the Name of the 
Celligue Legions, were the firſt that got Intelligence of it ; Men 
naturally ferce and cholerick, and like other Barbarians, that 
for the molt Part underſtand little of what they do. They 
are Stycug b5dy'd Men that will ſtand any Shock; bold, and 
Serward to attack; and taking Number for Number hardly to 
be he aten. Thele. blaſtering Fellows were raging mad upon 
the News. of the Empercur's Death, not for the Loſs fo much 
of the Man, as of their Profit ; for” they had a bountiful Ma- 
ſter of him, and he kept himſelf i in Credit with them by the 
Force of frequent Donatives and Rewards. Theſe People, un- 

der the Command of Sabiuus, originally a Gladiator, and pre- 
t#err'd purely for a brutal St: ardineſs of Body, without the leaſt _ 
Pretence of Title to it, by the Virtue, either of himſelf, or of 
his Anceſtors ; Theſe People, I {ay, under this Commander, 
ran up and down with drawn Swords from Houſe to Houle, 
hunting after the Murdtrers of Ca/ar. The firſt Man they met 
with was 6p enas, that had his Robe ſtain'd with the Blood 


of che Sac, ice, as I told you before; a molt un/ucky Token 
and 
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and him they tore to Pieces. The next they ſeized was Nor- 
banus, of-the firſt Quality öf the City, and one that had the 
Blood of ſeveral eminent Generals in his Veins. But finding 
that the Dignity of his Extraction wrought nothing upon the 
barbarous Fury of thoſe brutal Ruffians, he diſurmed the firſt 
Man that aſſaulted him, and being a Perſon of a wonderful 
Strength, and Courage, would never have dy'd unreveng'd, 
if he had not been oppfeſs d by Numbers. The #hird that 
had the ſame hard Fortune with the former, to fall into the 
Hands of the Germans, was Antcius ; with ſome few others: 
who was drawn out with a Curioſity to ſee the dead Body of 
Caius, a Perſon whom he hated for his Father's Sake, of the 
ſame Name; whom he not only baniſh'd, but afterwards 
caus'd him to be put to Death by his Order, This Auteius 
came out upon this Occaſion, to entertain himſelf with this 
grateful Spectacle; but as he was endeavouring to {hit for 
himſelf in the Hurry of a Tumult, the Germans found him 
out, and without any Diſtinction of guilty or innocent, cut 
all to Pieces that they encounter'd in their Way. And this 
was the unhappy End of theſe miſerable Men, | 
When the News of Cœſar's Death was brought to the Thea- 
tre, the Wonder and Aſtoniſhment it met with was more then 
the Credit; for though People would be well enough content 
to hear of what they had ſo long, and fo often wiſh'd for, 
many were afraid yet of believing it, for fear it ſhould prove 
fille, and others as loth to believe it, becauſe they were afraid 
of finding it true. But ſome again ſtumbled at it as a Thiag 
equally rediculous to attempt, and impoſſible to compaſs. 
Now thele for the moſt Part were Women and Children, Slaves, 
and a ceriain Sort of Soldiers too, that making a double Ad- 
vantage of their Services, both by Pay, and what they got by 
Oppreſſion, as the Miniſters of Pride and Tyranny, affiſted in 
the Periccution of good Men, and become Sharers in the Boos 
ty. As for the Women, the Children, and the common Peo- 
ple, they were cajol'd with fine Sights, Spectacles, Prizes, 
Doles, and Largeſſes, and other Amuſements of that Kind, 
under a- Pretext of making the People eaſy ; but in Truth, 
to gratifſy the Blood-thirſty Vanity of the Oppreſſor. The 
Bondmen, they were indulged in the Licence allow*'d them of 
controuling and affronting their Patrons, and Calas their 
Friend to ſtand by them in all theſe Controverſies. Neither 
was there any Diſſiculty at all of making good any Accuſati- 
on whatſoever, where the Servant had no more to do toward 
the gaining of his Liberty and the making of his. Fortune, 
but to diſcover where his Maſter's Money was; the Law it- 
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ſelf entitling the former to an eighth Part of the Value of 


the Confijcation. | | 
As for thoſe Perſons of Condition, to whom the Report 


might appear credible, either as privy to the Plot perhaps, or 


as Well-willers to it, or as having ſome Reaſon more then 
ordinary perchance to gueſs at it, they were ſo far from re. 
joicing at the Rumour, that they made as if they knew no- 
thing at all of the Matter, For they were afraid of betraying 
their Good- Will by their very Looks, if they ſhould but enter 
upon the Diſcourſe. The deeper, in fine, that they were in 
the Conſpiracy, the more ignorant they appear'd to be, for it 
was Death without Mercy to be but ſo much as ſuſpected. 
The Story in the mean Time went about ſeveral Ways, 

ſome had it that Caius was wounded indeed, and under the 
Care of the Surgeons, but not kill'd, Now it was not pro- 
per for People under theſe Circumſtances to declare themſelves 
one Way or other; for either the Reporters were of Caius's 
Faction, and conſequently under a Suſpicion of Partiality on 
that Hand; or if they were Enemies, it was not ſafe on the 
other Side to be too forward in the believing and publiſhing 
of ill News to be true, as if they wiſh'd it ſo : But there was 
ftarted at the ſame Time another Invention that damp'd the 
Hearts of the Nobility more then all the reſt : which was that 
Cz#/ar, upon the receiving of his Wounds, ran preſently into 
the Market-Place ; and without ſtaying to be gre/7'd, all 
bloody as he was, made his Appeal there in a declamatory Way 
to the People. This Variety, and Uncertainty of Reports, put 
all Men to their Wit's End what to think, do, or ſay. But 
ſtir they durſt not for Fear of Calumny, and Miſconſtructi- 
on ; for the Queſtion was not ſo much what they intended, 
as how the Judges and Informers would underſtand it. 

In this Diſtraction, the Germans with Sword in Hand beſet 
the Theatre, every Man there giving himſelf for loſt upon the 
firſt Sight of them, and expecting to have his Throat cut im- 
mediately upon the Place. While they ſtood trembling in the 
Anxiety of a Suſpence, whether to go or ſtay, for there was 
Danger both Ways, the Soldiers breaking- in upon them, put 
the whole Theatre into a frightful Clamour, with a Thouſand 
Supplications, Submiſſions, Deprecations, Proteſtations and 
Excuſes, accompany'd with Tears, Groans and Invocations 
upon all the Gods to atteſt their Innocence. 4 Conſpiracy or no 
Conſpiracy, they could ſay nothing to it, they ſaid, neither did 
they omit any Thing in their preſent Extremity, that the Senſe 
of their Danger might put into their Mouths to ſave their 
Lives. This diſmal Spectacle drew Compaſſion * wr 
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hard Hearts, even of the Germans. themſelves, and put a Stop 
| ro the further Progreſs of their Fury, having done already 
what they were in ſome Meaſure aſham'd of, as inhumane as 
they were, in their Butchery upon A/prenas and his Compani-- 
ons, and then carrying their Heads up and down in Oſtentati- 
on, for a Shew, till in the End they were depoſited upon the 
Altar. What could be more afflifting to their Friends, con- 
ſidering the Dignity of the Men, and the infolent Barbarity 
of the Triumph, then this horrid Action. And they were not 
a little ſollicitous for themſelves too, for their own Danger 
was not yet over. Nay the greateſt Enemies that Caius left 
behind him, could not rejoice heartily at his Death, for the 
Danger they themſelves were in, not long to ſurvive him. 
But while Things were in this Confuſion, there was one 
Aruncius, a Publick Crier ; a Man of an E/tate, and of ſo 
great Power and Credit with the People, that he did what he 
would with them. This Aruncius came into the Theatre in a 
deep Mourning, like a Noble-Man of Rome,; and with all the 
Formalities of Sorrow and Lamentation that are Cuſtomary 
upon the Loſs of our neareſt Relations; where he made Pro- 
clamation with a loud Voice, that the Emperour was dead ; upon 
this the Germans relented, and the Officers commanded the 
Soldiers to put- up their Swords; whereupon the whole Uproar 
was quieted. This was moſt certainly the ſaving of the Peo- 
ple's Lives that were coopt-up in the Theatre, andof all others 
whatſoever that might have fall'n into the Power of the Ger- 
maus; for ſo long as they could have flatter'd themſelves with 
any Hope of the Emperour's being alive, they would never have 
ſtuck at any Manner of Miſchief. They had ſo great an Af- 
fection for Caius, that they would have redeem'd his Life, 
even with the Loſs of their own, and without any Regard 
to the miſerable State of the Common-wealth. But now upon 
the Certainty of the Thing, that impetuous Deſire of Revenge 
fell of itſelf; when there could be no longer any Occaſion for 
the conferring of Obligations on the one Side, or for return- 
ing Acknowledgments on the other: Beſide the Apprehenſi- 
on they had of the Power of the Senate upon continuing 
their Violence, in Caſe that Government ſhould come in Play 
again. Thus was the Rage of the Celtique Legion appeaſed. 
Chereas all this while, being exceedingly in Pain for fear 
Minucianus ſhould fall into the Hands of the Germans, took as 
many of the Soldiers one by one as he conld truſt, to try if 
they could tell any News of him ; and with earneſt Entrea- 
ties recommending him to their Care, if it might fall in their 
Way to ſerve him. By this Means Chereas and Clemens were 
| ; Da dd 4 brought 


themſelves peaceably as they ought to do. 
there was a ſcaſonable Stop put to the Uproar, which other- 
wie might have broken out into freſh Tumults, ſacrilegious 
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brought to him; and Minucianus applying himſelf to a 


reas, told him that he could not but infinitely honour him 
for ſo generous a Reſolution and Undertaking; and that he 


would take upon himſelf to give him Thanks, in the Name 
of the Commonwealth, for lo publick a Service; and as well 


for his Conduct in the Menage of his Undertaking, as for his 
Courage in the Execution of it.“ This, /ays he, may ſerve to 
* ſhew us the Condition, and the Fate of Tyrany, that never 
fails, after the ſhort Pleaſure of a lawleſs Domination, to 
terminate in an unhappy and a ſhameful Concluſion, that 
& renders the Oppreſſor hateful to all good Men 2” As this 


was Ce#f/ar's Caſe, who made Way.for this Conſpiracy by a 
Violation of the Laws, and an outrageous Courſe of intoler- 


able Inſolence and Injuſtice, upon his beſt Friends : who 


upon theſe Provocations became his Enemies, and ſo the In- 


ſtruments of his Deſtruction ; but he himſelf all this while; 
was the Author, and the firſt moving Cauſe of his own Ru- 
in. The Guards being now withdrawn, the People in the 
Ihcatre were all riſing in a Hurry to ſhift for themſelves. 
be Occaſion of it was this. Arcyon a Phyſician was call'd 
e to look after ſome wounded Men, and ſent away ſeve- 
about him, under a Pretence of going to provide Reme- 
lines ; but, in Truth, to put them out of Harms Way, 

T he Senats, in the mean Time; met in the Palace, where 
the Multitude preſt-in upon them in Throngs, to demand 
Juſtice upon the Murderers of the Emperour, The People 
were in Earneſt, but the Senate only held fair with them for 
a: Countenance. While the Rabble was in this Fit of ſtorm- 
ing and hunting up and down after the 4/2fins, Valerius 
Aſiaticus a conſular Man, put himſelf among them in the 
Heat of their Outcries and Clamours, to know what was be- 
come of the Murderers of Caius, and who was the Villain 
that kill'd him. Would I had been the Man myſelf, ſays Va- 
lerius, and fo he went his Way. | 

The Senate proceeded then to a Decrce, in Condemnation 


of Caius, and paſs'd an Order for both People and Soldiers 


to depart quietly to their own Homes and Quarters, with 


Promiſes of certain Exemptions and Privileges to the one, 


and of Rewards and Gratuities to the other, if they demean'd: 


Violences, Kapine, and all Manner of Confuſion. The 
whole Bench of Senators being now met, and thoſe eſpeci- 
wy that were of the Plot, they began ta have tone Thoughts 
4 ” TX of 


By this Means 
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of taking the Power into their own Hands, and ſetting-up 
for themſelves again. 


—— — CT 
* * PII 


E 


7. „e Senators and Soldiers divided about the Form of Ge» 
vernment. T he Soldiers for Monarchy; and Claudius 
the Man. They ſet him up, and declare him Emperour. 
The News carried to Saturninus, in the Scnate-Houſe. 
Saturninus in Favour with the popular State. Chere-, 
as goes to the Conſuls for the Word; and it was given 
him, [ Liberty. ] The firſt Act of the Senate, ſince 

. Cxtar took away their Power. Chæreas delivers the 
Word. The Mie and Davghter of Caius put to Death. 
he Death of Ceſonia. The Delth and Character of 
Caius. Claudius hides hinſelf. The Character of Clau- 
dius. The Heads of Alprenas, &c. ſhew'd for 4. 
Spectacle, Claudius d:ſcover*d by Gratus, ina Corner. 
Gratus puts him into Poſſeſſion of the Government. 
{he Soldiers unanimous for Claudius. They carry him 
to the Camp, and ſo finiſh the York. The Soldiers and 
People divided betwixt a Monarchy and a Common- 
wealth, The Senate ſends a menacing Meſſage to 
Claudius, but comes to a peaceable C 708. 


_—— _ _ 


Hile the Senators were debating on the one Hand, the 

Soldiers were at Work in a Counſel of War on the other, 
upon the Queſtion, whether a popular, or an ?mperia: Govern- 
ment; and came to this Reſolution, that the former was nei- 
ther good for the whole Body, nor for themielves; for the Peo- 
ple, they ſaid, could never anſwer ſo many prelling Neceſſi- 
ties of the State: Neither was it for their own Intereſt, either 
to be put quite out of Play by a wrong Choice, or to have ſo 
many Maſters, having been rather the Companions then the Ser- 
vants of the former Adminiſtrator : fo that they were of Opini- 


on in this unſettled State of Affairs, to chuſe — Emper- 


cur, being the Uncle of the Deceas'd, and much ſuperiour, both 
for his Birth, princely Qualities and Education, to any of the 
Senators that were then gotten together; not making any 


Doubt but he n renne chole that rais d him, and ob- 
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ligs all People according to their Deſerts. This was the Senſe 
of the whole Counſel : So that Claudius was immediately fetch'q 
away from his Houſe by the Soldiers, and declar'd Emperour. 


This was carry*d preſently to the Senate-Houſfe to Cnæus Senitus 


Saturninus, who finding Matters upon ſuch a Pinch that nowor 
never the Bus'neſs was to be done, he ſtood up with a Speech 
in his Mouth: partly being put upon it, and partly by Incli- 
nation,anddeliver'd his Thoughts upon this Occaſion in Terms 
worthy of ſo generous a Patriot, and Speaker, and of ſo pub. 
lick-ſpirited an Auditory. The Tenor of it was to this Effe&, 

„Who would have Thought, /ays he, my Noble Country- 
ce men, and Fellow-Citizens, after ſo long an Interruption of 
< our natural Freedom, that we ſhould ever have lived to 
« draw one Breath of Liberty after it! And yet through the 
“ Goodneſs of the Divine Providence in whoſe Power it is to 
ve give, or to take, we are at this very Day and Hour, Freemen 


4 in ſome Degree yet once again. How long it will laſt we 


« know not! But let the Event be what it will, and the Com- 
ce fort of it never ſo ſhort, a ſhort Comfort is yet a Comfort (till, 
« Shall we account it as nothing now, for a Freeman to 
<« Jive Free, in a free Country, and to have yet ſome Reliſh 


c of the Sweets of our ancient Liberties in the flouriſhing? 


« Condition of our once Free Common-Wealth ; even though 
ic e were to enjoy the Satisfaction of it but for one ſingle 
« Hour. I can ſay little, 'tis true, to the Liberty of former 
« Times, that was dead and gone before ever I came into the 
ct World; but I have a great Kindneſs, I muſt confeſs, 


ce · for the preſerving and improving of that Liberty, ſuch as 


cc it is, which we enjoy at preſent : and I cannot but eſteem 
te thoſe Men to have been exceedingly happy, whoſe Lot it 
6 was to fall into an Age that aſſerted the common Liberty 
* of Mankind, and the Study of Virtue. But the Perſons 
« of all others that in my Opinion deſerve the molt to be 
© honour'd, next to the immortal Gods themſelves, are thoſe 
« heroical Spirits that have had the Courage to give us yet 
« ſome Taſte of it, how late ſoever, even in this abandon'd 
4c State of the World: a bleſſing which I wiſh with all my Soul, 
e may be perpetuated to our Poſterity. For as to what con- 


« cerns ourſelves, one Day's Experience is abundantly ſuffici- | 


* ent for our Comfort and Inſtruction, both Youngs and Old. 
« 'Thoſe that are in Years will leave the World with leſs Re- 
<< grete, when they ſhall better underſtand the Advantages 
< that attend Liberty; and for thoſe that are growing-up, 
e the very Example will inflame them with a virtuous A.mu; 


e lation of treading in the Steps of their famous Anceſtors. 
| | « Yirtue, 
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& Virtue, in ſhort, is the main Bus'neſs of humane Life ; and 
cc ſo it ought to be, for in Truth, Virtue is Liberty itſelf : 
16 That is to ſay, the Liberty of the Mind, whatever becomes 
ic of the Body. Now I do not take upon me all this While to 
« ſpeak of Things before my Time, any further then upon 
« the Grounds of Hearſay and Tradition. But when I come 
eto the Subject of Tyranny, and the calamitous Conſequen- 
« ces that attend it, 1 ſhall ſay no more upon that Topick then 
* what I can make Good in what I have ſeen and felt, and 
« upon the infallible Certainty of woſul and miſerable Expe- 
« rjience. It confounds the Order of Government, and of all 
ce civil Communities. Great Minds, generous Diſpoſitions, and 
« oJorious Actions, are diſcountenanc'd and ſuppreſs'd. It 


e makes Men's Souls as ſervile as their Carcaſſes; quenches 


ce all honourable Amulations, and accommodates all Rules 


« of Law and Equity, by Fear, and Flattery, to the Arbitrary 


ce Freak of ambitious and phantaſtical Princes. If we look back 
ce to the Uſurpation of Julius Cz/ar, upon the Power of the 
&« People, and the * trampling of their Laws, Liberties and 
© Government under Foot, in the Erecting of a Tyrannical 
«c Monarchy upon the Ruins of that G,mmonwealth : And all 
ce this only to gratify the Heat of his ambitious Luſts, what a 
& Train of Miſeries has that impotent and inſatiable Affectati- 
& on of Dominion drawn after it, both upon the Government, 
«© and the Nation! What has the Succeſſion been but a kind 


% of a violent Competition betwixt the Predeceſſor and the 


© net Comer, who ſhould do moſt Miſchief, either in the ſub- 
cc yerting of the Laws, or in the depopulating of the City at 
« leaſt ; by the ſuppreſſing of all Men of Honour and Virtue 
& in it, and by all Sorts of Perſecution, even to the Degree 
&« of Death itſelf : For they could not be ſafe but in the 
« Hands of wicked Inſtruments, that had abandon'd them- 
ce ſelves to all- Sorts of Iniquity, without either Shame or 
© Conſcience. And not one ſingle Creature in the Num- 
it ber of theſe imperius Maſters, that had. not done the 
et Part of a moſt barbarous Oppreſſur. But the Tyrant Caz- 
& us, Who hath this Day received his Fate: He perhaps 
ce has out-done all the reſt in the licentions Rage of a bru- 
&« tal, and an ungovernable Fury; {paring neither Citizens, 
4 Friends, nor Relations, in a Defyance, at the ſame Time, 
© both of Humanity and Juſtice, and of all the Laws both 
& of God and Man, For it is not enough for Tyrants to 


« give themſelves up to their Vanity, and their Pleaſures, 
©* Rapines, 


ger Cotelerius's Notes to the ad Vol. of his Monumenta Eccleſ. Gr. P. 629. 
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< Rapines, -Adulteries, and extravagant Appetites, for theſe 
* are only humane Frailties; but their Satisfaction lies in the 
Diabolical Practices of Rooting- -out whole Families, en. 
© titling Children and Infants to their Father's Quarrel, and 


not one Jot quieter after this Revenge then they were be. 


fore: for being conſcious to themſelves of the Indignities 
« they multiply upon their Subjects, and that let them bear 


© them never ſo patiently, the Spite ofa ſhrewd Turn is not 


* {> ſoon forgotten, they find no Security at laſt but in the 
C Death of thoſe they have wrong'd, and in the ſeaſonable 
«© Removal of them out of the Way. But ſince ſo it is, that 
« we have now ſhak'd off the Yoke, and recover'd the Poſe 
e ſeſſion of our primitive Freedom: all that we have to do 
for the preſerving of Unity among ourſelves, and providing 
C for our future Safety, is to joyn in repairing the Ruins of 
& our ancient Glory, and reſtoring the Commonwealth unta 
it's Original State of Union and Integrity. We are now at 


Liberty to propoſe, and to debate, and to like, or dillike, 


at Pleaſure, without any ſuperior Power over our Heads to 
& controut, and call us to an Account. For what was it 
© that gave birth and Growth to the unbounded Progrels of 
the late Tyranny, but the dull drowſy Patience of a beſotted 


people, that had not the Hearts to make Head againſt i it ? 


% Men, Slaves to their Pleaſures; and Men that otherwiſe 
as acted, and liv'd like Slaves : Theſe were the People that 
_ chuſing rather to lead a mean, inglorious Life, then ven- 


et ture an honourable Death, caſt the City into thoſe inſup- 


portable Miſeries, of which we ourſelves have been both Eye, 

„ and Ear- W e e But let me recommend it to you 
« in the firſt Place, now, to do Right to Cęæœreas in confer- 

ring upon him the Honours he deſerves for riding the World, 
«© and the Commonwealth of this abominable Monſter. For 
« it was is Counſel, and his Hand, by the Impulſe of a Di- 
« vine Aſſiſtance, that wrought our Liberty; and it is but 
« Reaſon that he that procur'd us our Freedom with the 
4% Hazard of his Life ſhould receive Acknowledgments and 
« Rewards from the Perſons he redeem'd, anſwerable to the 
cc Quality of the Obligation. It is the Part, and the Duty of 
ce an honeſt Man to be thankful to his Benefactor; ; eſpccially 
& to ſuch a Benefactor as this, who has involv'd us all in one 
© common Debt. The Action of Brutus and Cafus upon Ju- 


4 [jug Ceſar, was great and glorious; but Chwreas over and 


& above the Emulation of their Bravery, hath in this Reſpect 
gone much beyond it. Their Exploit was follow'd with 2 


c: *G Ut r hat ran thro: gh and ravaged the whole, Reman 
« 7 
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Erice, but Chereas cut-off the Tyranny itſelf, together 
© WH «with the Tyrant, and deliver'd the whole World at one Blow.“ 
This Diſcourſe of Saturninus was mightily to the Satisfacti- 
on of the whole Body of the Senate ; but he was ſo intent 
upon Caius, one Way, that he forgot him, another ; for he 
had at that Time a Stone in a King upon his Finger, with a 
Caius's Head in't, which he never thought of: Buͤt Trebellius 
Maximus obſerving it, ſtarted up, and got it off from his 
Finger, and it was order'd to pe broken. 

It was now toward Night, and Chereas went to the Con- 
fuls for the Watch Word, who gave him for the Word CLI. 
| BERTY.] The Face of Things was ſo ſtrangely alter'd 

now all on a ſudden, that People could hardly believe what 
they ſaw : This being the lt Act of Authority that the Se- 
vate had ever appeared in, ſince the Time they were depoſed : 
for the Soldiers had their Orders from the Conſuls ſtill, in 
former Times, till the Cz/ars took it out of their Hands. 
Chereas, upon the receiving of the Word, deliver'd it again 
in Courſe to the Troops that ded with the Senate. That is to 
fay, to four Companies ot them that ſtood well- affected to the 
Lawful Government, and declared themſelves. againſt the 
Uſurpation. Theſe Men went away preſently with their Offi- 
cers, and ſoon after them, went the People, overjoy'd with 
the Thought of the preſent Change, and in Hopes that the 
Ancient Glory of the Commonwealth was now coming about 
again; and all agreeing in the fame Note, that Chvreas was 
their Deliverer. Now C:@reas thinking it might be danger- 
ous after the Neath of Caius, to leave his Wife and Daughter 
to ſurvive him, he ſent Julius Lupus, one of the Trivunes, 
witn a Command to kill them both; ſingling out him the ra- 
ther for that Commiſſion, both as Clement's Kinſman, and as a 
reaſonable Thing, for a Man thas was ſo deep in the Con- 
ſpiracy, to have his Part in the Execution. But there were 
ſeveral yet of the C:nfederates that look'd upon it as an un- 
manly Cruelty, to commit ſo barbarous an Outrage upon the 
Perſon ofa Woman; for ſhe had no Hand, they ſaid, in Caius's 
. Enſlaving the City, or in the execrable Barbarities he commit- 
ted on the Flower of the Nobility ; but it was all of his own 
Head, and nothingelſe but the pure Malice of his own ill Na- 
ture. Others again laid the Load upon the Voman, for a Pil. 
tre ſhe gave him, that took his Brain, and made him ſtark 
Mad: and ſo interpreted this poyſonous Potion as the Act of | 
this lewd Woman, to be the Ruin of the Commonwealth. ' 
The latter Opinion carry'd it, and fo Julius Lupus poſted a- 
way immediately about his Bus'neſs, out of a Zeal to the 
| | Publick 
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Publick in the Diſpatch of his Duty. Upon his coming into 
the Palace, he found Ceſonza laid at her length upon the 
Ground with her Daughter, by: the Body of her Huſband, und 
in want of all thoſe neceſſary Decencies that naturally belong 
to the Dead, all beſmear'd with the Blood of his Wounds ; 
and in this Affliction, nothing to be gotten from her but Ex- 
clamations againſt Caius for not hearkening to the Advice of 
fo Affectionate a Wife, that told him over and over before. 
hand, ſhe ſaid, what this would come to in the End. Theſe 

Words lay ſo open to a Double-Meaning, that from that Day 
to this, People have been divided how to underſtand them, 
They that took them in the more favourable Senſe, would 
have it that ſhe ſpake of the Counſels ſhe had given him from 
Time to Time, not to behave himſelf fo like a Mad-Man ; 
but to contain himſelf within the Bounds of Sohriety and Mo- 
deration ; for if he went on in that provoking Way of Cru- 
elty, and Oppreſſion, he would incur the Hatred of his Peo- 
ple, and draw the Blood of his Subjects upon his own Head. 
But thoſe that made another Conſtruction of it, would have 
it to be as who ſhould ſay. © If this Man would have been 
« rul'd by me, and conſulted his own Security in Time, as! 
„ would have had him, this ſhould never have been. How 
c often did I preſs him to rid his Hands of all ſuſpected Per- 
e ſons, every Man of them, the firſt Thing he did? Proof, or 

© no Proof, it matter'd not; for where the Life of a Prince 

« was at Stake, a juſt Ground of Suſpicion would have been 

e ſufficient to proceed upon.” In this Latitude, the Interpre- 
tation lay fair enough both Ways. Lupus being now come 
within Sight of Ce/onza, as ſhe was tormenting herſelf in the 
Bitterneſs of her Anguiſh and Diſtreſs; the Princeſs begg'd 
of him with Tears, and paſſionate Lamentations, only to 
draw near, and take a View of that miſerable Spectacle of her 
' mangled Huſband. But quickly gathering from his Counte- 
nance what his fatal Bus'neſs was, and from his Words af- 
' terward, over and above, ſhe was no further concexn'd at what 
he ſaid, then after a ſhort Ejaculation upon the Miſery of her 
Condition, immediately to preſent her bare Throat to the 
Execution; preſling him to diſparch what he had undertaken, 
and finiſn the Tragedy that his Companions had begun. 
She encounter'd the Stroke with a wonderful Conſtancy of 
Mind, and her Daughter, an Infant, dy'd by the ſame Hand 
with her; and the Tidings of it ſent away to Chæœreas ſo 
ſoon as the Work was done. 

This was the End of Caius, in the Fourth Year of his Reign. 

a Man brutal and malicious to the higheſt Degree, even in bis 
. | private 
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to private Condition ; ſenſual in his Appetites ; 2 Patron of Calum- 
he niators and Informers ; a Coward in all Caſes of Danger, and 
nd conſequently Bloody. He valu'd Dominion for nothing more 
ag then that it put it in his Power to oppreſs the Innocent, and 
s; to make Way to Confiſcations, and Forfeitures by Murders 
X- and Rapines. He valu'd himſelf upon the ſlaviſn Flatteries 
of and Adorations of the common People; and nothing leſs 
A then Temples and Altars to his Honour, would ſatisfy his fran- 
ſe tick and extravagant Ambition. He hated all Reſtraints of Law, 
27 as well as of Virtue, and would not ſpare the beſt Friend he 
n. had in the World upon the leaſt Freak of a Pick or a Revenge. 
Id He was an Enemy to all good Men, and impatient of Con- 
m tradiction in whatſoever he had a Mind to, even to the De- 
. gree of whoring his own Siſter, which made the People abhor 
Ge him. For Inceſt was a Brutality ſo abominable in thoſe Days, 
1 that it was almoſt incredible; and a Scandal that had not 
been ſo much as heard of among them for many Ages. 1 
J. do not know where he ever did, or ſo much as attempted any 


Thing truly Magnificent and Royal, and for the Honour of 
the Empire, or the common Good of Mankind; ſaving only 
the Harbours, and the Store- Houſes, that he built about Rhe- 
gium, and near Sicily for the Convenience of the Corn-Ships 
out of Ægypt. And that, without all Diſpute, was a Noble 
Work, and of publick Uſe and Advantage. And he did not go 
through with it neither at laſt, but gave it over at half-way, 
partly by the Lazyneſs and Neglect of his Agents and Over- 
ſeers, and partly by the Unſteadineſs of his own Humour; 
for his Head ran altogether upon unprofitable Whimſies, 
and he thought his Money better imploy'd upon his own 
private Pleaſures, then either upon the Ornament, or the 
Improvement of the Publick. But all this While he was an 
excellent Orator, and a great Maſter, both of Latin and Greek. 
He had a wonderful Preſence of Mind, and an admirable 
Faculty in ſpeaking off-hand upon any Subject: Beſide that 
he had a Talent peculiar to himſelf of gaining upon the 
Judgments, as well as the Affections of Men, in Affairs even 
̃ of the greateſt Moment; a Felicity which was half Nature 
; to him, and half Practice. For being train'd up in the 
Emulation, both of his Father Cermanicus, and of his Un- 
cle Tiberius, his Predeceſſor, two Perſons ſo illuſtrious for 
| this Sort of Excellency, he made it ſome Point of Hon- 
our not to degenerate from the Dignity, either of his Birth, 
or of his Inſtitution. But what ſignifies an ingenuous and 
2 virtuous Education, to thoſe that fo ſoon as they get at 


Liberty, pervert the Advantages of it to their Ruin ? f * 
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hard a Thing it is for Men that may do what they pleaſe 
without Danger, to do what they ought to do, for the pure 
Sake of Honeſty and Virtue. At his Entrance upon the Go. 


vernment, he made an excellent Choice of Men of Honour 
and Underſtanding for his Friends and Miniſters, by which he 


:gain'd himſelf a mighty Reputation with the People. But ag 


: he came by little and little to take another Biaſs, he turn'd 
them off with Inſolence and Scorn, and by inſupportable Pro. 


, vocations, forced his Subjects upon thoſe outrageous Extremi. 
ties of Deſpair and Revenge, that afterwards colt him his Life, 

But Claudius, as we ſaid before, hearing of the Death of 
Caius, and the Uproar the whole Court was in upon that 
-Diſaſter, crept into a private Hole to ſave himſelf, though 
in no Danger at all, unleſs perhaps for the Sake of his Blood 


and. Quality. For his Fancy lay ever to a retir'd Life; his 


Behaviour temperate, and modeſt: A Lover of Letters, 
Greek eſpecially, and an utter Enemy*to the Noiſe, and 
[Harry of Das neſss. 5 


The Multitude being now at their Wits End; the Pa- 


Jace throng'd with Soldiers running up and down like mad, 
in a furious Conſternation, and the common People hur— 


rying from Place to Place at a Venture, without any Re- 


gard to'the Order or Authority of Government: the Guards, 
in this Tumultuary Confuſion, being Men of the beſt Cre- 
dit among the Soldiers; found it high Time now to be- 
think themſelves what was to be done: and their Trou- 
ble was not ſo much the Death of the Prince, who they 


thought ſuffer'd according to his Deſert, as how to pro- 


vide for the ſettling of their own Affairs. And then the 
Rage of the Germans againſt the Murderers had more in it 


of a private Intereſt, then of any Reſpect or good Will for 
the Publick. Theſe Things, all together, did bur further 


-Increale the Apprehenſion of Claudius, eſpecially upon the 
Sight of the Heads of Aßprenas and his Companions, that were 
carry'd up and down in Triumph. Claudius was gotten into 
a Place where there was no coming to him but by certain 


blind Steps; and there he ſtood to conceal himſelf in the Dark, 


Gratus, one of the Emperour's Guards, got the Glimps ofa Man 


there in a Corner, that had a Mind to lie cloſe ; but not being 
able to diſcern what he was, he went up to him, though the 
other deſir'd him to forbear; and upon drawing him out, found 
that he knew him, calling aloud to the People that follow'd 


him, this is Germanicus, and no Man fitter to fill the Vacancy 


of the Empire. Upoa theſe Words, the Soldiers were ready 
to lay hold of him; and Claudius, for fear they ſhould put him 


to 


I" 
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ae to Death for Caius's Sake, earneſtly be ſought them to ſpare him, 
making Proteſtation of his Innocence upon the whole Matter. 
Gratus, upon this, took him by the Right-Hand with a Coun» 
tenance well-pleas'd, and deſir'd him not to trouble himſe 

he with any Sort of Apprehenſion for his Safety, but rather to diſs 
poſe his Thoughts toward the rcceiving of the Empire ; © which 


5 « the Gods, /ays he, have taken from Caius, and do now offer 
o. to Claudius by the Hands of Gratzus, for the Relief and Pres 
. © ſervation of Mankind, that hath been groaning thus long 


&© under the Burden of ſo many Oppreſſions: Wherefore, in 
« Heaven's Name, get up Sir, /ays he, and take Poſſeſſion of 
« the Throne of your Anceſtors.” So they mounted Claudius 
upon their Shoulders who in Truth, betwixt the Surprizes 
of Joy and Fear, was not able to ſtand upon his Legs before. 
While this was a ſaying and a doing, the Guards gather'd 4 
together about Eratus in greater Numbers, and fell to mutter- 2 
ing among themſelves what Pity it was for the poor innocent 1 
Claudius, a Perſon that had liv'd fo private and ſo quiet, and 
had run ſo many Hazards for Caius himſelf, to be hurry'd | 
away thus out of his Life? for they took all this Buſtle to be 
for the carrying of Claudius to his Execution, while othets 
were for appealing to the Con/uls. But as the Soldiers croud- 
ed in more and more, the People that had no Arms, ſhifted 
ſeveral Ways for themſelves. This put a Stop to Claudius's 
Progreſs; for he was not in Condition to march a-Foot, and 
his Bearers had given him the Slip upon the former Miſtake, fot 
fear of running the ſame Fate with their Maſter. So that the 
Military Men being now poſſeſs'd of the Palace (that Part of 
the City, which they ſay was firſt inhabited) their Numbers 8 
increaſing, and having a clear Stage to themſelves, they took dl. 
it into Gonſideration upon this Juncture, how they might ſet- ; 
tle the Commonwealth, The Soldiers were glad at Heart to ſee 
Claudius there; and One and All for the advancing of him to the 
Empire: partly in Honour to his Brother Germanicus, for whoſe 
Memory all the World had an infinite Veneration, and part 
ly to keep off other ambitious and troubleſome Pretenders a- 
mong the Senate; who having formerly embroil'd the State, 
would in all Likely-hood do as much Miſchief over again, if 
it lay in their Power, They Jook'd upon the Republican Form 
of Government to be gone paſt Recovery; and therefore ſince = 
an Emperour was of Neceſlity to be choſen, it would concern 1 
them to take care they thought, that no Per ſon whatever ſhould 1 
be advanced to that Dignity without being beholden to them | EN 
for his Preferment. Upon which Conſideration, they could | 
not do better then to pitch upon Claudius for the Man, and by 
E eee that 
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that Means to engroſs the Merit of the Obligation entirely tg 
themſelves. The whole Body of the Soldiers was fo abſo. 
Jutely fatisfy'd with this Way of Reaſoning and Diſcourſe, 
that upon conferring one with another, they all immediately 


. Joyn'd in the ſame Reſolution; and taking up Claudius upon 


their Shoulders, carry'd him away to the Camp, there to finiſh 
What they had begun, and the whole Army along with him 
%% | = 
While this was a-foot, there happen'd a Miſunderſtanding 
betwixt the Senate and the common People. The former were 
for the Re-e/tabliſhing of the Commenueulth in its ancient Glo- 
ry, and for the vindicating of their Authority from Tyranni. 
'cal Uſurpations : The other, out of an Envy to the Power 
the Senate aim'd at, deſir'd nothing more then an imperial 
Check upon the proud and covetous Senators, and a ſecure 
Appeal for themſelves to a higher Court from Republican Op 
-preſſions. So that the People were overjoy'd at the Elevation 
of Claudius, in Hope, that under his Protection they might be 


-preſerv'd from Civil Wars, and the diſmal Confuſions over 


again of the War betwixt Pompey and Ce/ar.. 
The Senate were no ſooner inform'd of the Soldiers Tra 


"ſporting Claudius to the Army, but they diſparch'd away a certaih 


Number of choice Men of their own Order, with Inſtructi. 


ons to admoniſh Claudius, not to attempt the aſſuming off 


© the Government to himſelf by Violence, but rather to con · 
© tent himſelf in the Station of one of the Senators, and to 
© Jeave the Care of the Publick to that Body, who were qua 


“ lify'd by the Laws to menage by themſelves, and by theirlif 


Direction, all the Offices of Adminiſtration. They were 


_ «alſo to mind him how Tyrannically the People had been 


« treated by former Maſters, and even by Caius himſelf, and 


of the Part likewiſe that he himſelf. had in the common 
Danger from that Tyrant: and how ill it would become 
c any Man that condemn'd Tyranny in another, to ſet up the 
„Practice of it himſelf. But if he would ſubmit to the Se. 
c nate, and return to his former Courſe of Life and Brinci- 
„„ ples, he ſhould be crown'd with Honours by a free and: 


© powerful People, and gain the Reputation of a wiſe, and 


a good Man, by contenting himſelf to take his Lot in the 
* Courſe of Things in this World, whether it be higher or 
„lower as the Law and Providence ſhall appoint : But if he 
© ſhould go on in his Purpoſe after this judicial Example upon 
- © Caius, they muſt certainly oppoſe him in his Deſign ; for 
e they wanted neither Soldiers, nor Arms, they ſaid, nor Num- 
„ bers, nor any other Neceſſaries, for ſuch an Undertaking. 


% Put 
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« But after all, that their main Dependance was upon the 
cc Power and Juſtice of the Gods in favour of ſo honeſt and 
4 righteous a Cauſe, as the Defence of the Liberty of their 


46 Country.“ 1 | 

When Veranius and Bronchus had acquitted themſelves of 
their Commiſſion to Claudius in Words to this Effect, they caſt 
themſelves at his Feet with moſt earneſt Supplications, not to 


do any Thing that might hazard the embroiling of the People 


in a civil War. But. finding Claudius ſo beſet with Military 


Men; and that the Power of the Conſuls was nothing in Com- 
pariſon to that of the Soldiers, theſe Envoys made him only 
this ſhort Requeſt, ©* That if he were reſolv'd upon the Sove- 
« reignty, he ſhould rather accept it from the Senate, and take 
« it upon him without Violence; which would Be much fairer 
“ and more Auſpicious, to receive it with the good Will of 
& the People, then to raviſh it from them by Force. 


— lt 
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Claudius ſticks to bis Pretenſion. Agrippa gives it out 


that Caius is not Dead. Claudius upon the Point of 
giving up all to the Senate. Agrippa keeps up his 
Heart; takes his Place in the Senate, and delivers his 
Opinion of the Preſent State of Things, He ſends to 
Claudius to lay down his Claim; but gives him other 
Inſtructions by the By. Claudius, his Anſwer. He 
gives the Soldiers an Oath of Fidelity, The Senate 
meets before Day. The Soldiers cry-out to the Senate 
or an Emperour; with their Gladiators at Hand, in 
caſe of need. The Soldiers preſs ſtill for an Empe- 
rour. Chæreas, a profeſs*d Enemy to Claudius, The 
Soldiers March away to fetch him. Sabinus proteſts a- 
gainſt him. All the Court made to Clandius. Quintus 
Pompeius af/aulted. Claudius takes him into Protection. 
Divers Senators wounded. Agrippa gives Claudius 
good Advice. Chæreas, Lupus, &c. put to Death. 
7hje Father dies bravely ; the other, meanly. Claudius 
pardons Sabinus, and Sabinus fills bimſelf. ä 


| CEA was no Stranger to the Haughtineſs of the People 


he had to do withal, and ſo gave their Deputies as fair 
8 "VB ECEA an 


1156 Iz WIS NA TIGCVI TI rs. Book XIX. 


an Anſwer for the Preſent as he could diſcreetly do, without 
laying himſelf at Mercy. But what with the Temptation it. 
ſelf; the Advice, and Importunity of the Soldiers; the Inſti. 
gation of Agrippa, and their Promiſes to ſtand by him in the 
aſſerting of his Pretenſtons, Claudius was over-rul'd into a Re. 
ſolution not to let go his Hold in the Right he had ro the Dig. 
nity, which they had voluntarily conferr'd upon him. When 
Agrippa had decently diſpos'd of the dead Body of his Friend 
Caius that ſet the Crown upon his Head, and put every Thing 
in as good Order as the Caſe would then bear, he went pre. 
ſently to his Guards, and gave it out that Caius, in truth, was 
not dead, but miſerably 11 of his Wounds ;' and that he was 
going to get ſome Phyſicians to him. But being told ſoon af. 
ter, that Claudius was taken-up, and carry'd away bytheSoldiers, 
Agrippa preſs'd after him immediately through the Croud, 
and with much ado found him out at laſt ; but in fo frightful 
a Confuſion of Thoughts, that he was juſt upon the Point 
of delivering up all to the Senate: Only in that Point of Time, 
Agrippa gave him aWord of Comfort that fix'd him in a Re- 
ſolution to keep what he had got, and ſo he went his Way, 
Soon after this Agrippa was invited to take his Place in the 
Senate, and thither he went, (pretending Ignorance to all Pur- 
poſes) but as finical and ſpruce as if he had come from a 
Ball, or a Miſtreſs. Being now in the Court, he put the 

- Queſtion to the Senators, what was become of Claudius: So they 
told him the very Truth of the Story, and then put it to him 
what he thought of the preſent State of Things. Agrippa made 
Anſwer, *© That there was nothing ſo dear to him in this 
* World, that he was not ready to facrifice to the Honour of 
c the Senate; and yet I could wiſh, ſaid he, that People would 
© rather attend the ſubſtantial Good and Service of the Com- 
% monwealth, then the ſpeaking of pleaſing Things to tickle 
ce the itching Ears of the Vulgar: For moſt certain it is, that 
without competent Proviſion of Arms, Men, and Moneys, 
* for a Foundation to proceed upon, there is no Good to be 
done in Competitions for Dominion and, Power.“ Their 
Anſwer was, That for thoſe neceſſary Preliminaries, they 
had of them abundantly, and to ſpare : And for the Mat- 
* ter of Numbers; they had Slaves enow to do their Work, 
* that would be glad of their Freedom for their Wages. This 
F is very well, lays Agrippa, and with Submiſſion to your 
grave Wiſtoms, I wiſh every Thing may ſucceed to your 
„ liking. But with your leave for one Word more. You know 
„very well that the People Claudius has about him, are all 
* Petcran Soldcrs, and Men of Diſciplines and Experience ; 
wa b Fw © whereas 
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« whereas on the other Hand, we have only a raw, and an un- 
« tractable Rabble of ſervile Wretches, that hardly ever ſaw a 
« naked Sword in their Lives; to encounter ſo many expert 
« Men of War withal; and therefore with Reſpect to your Pru- 
« dence, I ſhould rather propoſe the ſending of ſome Body to 
Claudius to try if he might not be wrought upon to let fall 
« his Claim; and rather then fail, I would make one myſelf 
« to go upon the Errand.” The Senate found the Propoſal 
Reaſonable, and diſpatch'd away Agrippa, with ſome others 
upon the Commiſſion. But Agrippa lo order'd it, that upon a 
private Meeting with Claudius betorehand, he told them what 
a Twitter the Senate was in, and then put Words in his Mouth 
for an Anſwer to the Deputies, every Way becoming the Ma- 
jeſty of an imperial Prince, © I do not Wonder, ſays Claudius, 
* to find the Senate ſo averſe to the Government of a ſingle 
cc Per ſon, conſidering what they themſelves have ſuffer'd un- 
& der the Tyranny of ſome late Princes; but for my own Part, 
&« ſays he, I propoſe nothing more to myſelf then to make the 
Subjects eaſy and happy in their Perſons, Liberties, and For- 
© tunes; and in the impartial Adminiſtration of Juſtice; for 
* my Bus'neſs is only under the Name ofa Prince, to Rule with 
© the common Advice and Conſent of the People. And for the 


„ good Faith of my Intentions, I ſhall refer myſelf to the 


& Proof I have given the Senate of my Moderation and Inte- 
© prity, even in the worſt of Times.” He ſaid no more upon 
this Occaſion, but diſcharging the Deputies with this Speech, 
he entertained his Military Men with another Harangue ; gave 
them an Cath of Fidelity, and ve Hundred Drachma's a Man 
for a Gratuity; and after the ſame Proportion, to his Officers; 
with Promiſes of the like to the Soldiers that were abſent. 

Upon this, the Senate ſummon'd a Court, who met the 
next Morning before Day in the Temple of Jupiter Capitoli- 
nus. Some. that diſcern'd what Miſchief was a brewing, and 
had no Mind to be there, kept out of the Way in the City, 
while others ſlipt out of Town ; chuſing rather to be Slaves 
in a whole Skin, then to run the Riſk of all they had left, by 


an unſeaſonable Conteſt for the Recovery of what they had 


already loſt. There were gotten together not above a Hun- 


dred of them at moſt. 


While they were in the middle of a Debate, upon the Mat- 
ter in Hand, there was an Outcry of Soldiers at the Door all 
on a ſudden, to the Senators to appoint them ſome ene Man to 
Govern them, for raany Heads they ſaw did but breed Confu- 
ſion ; and for the Fitneſs of the Perſon, they left that t9-the 
Senate. This Overture was ſuch a Snare, that they knew not 
THY Eeec which 
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bring them the Head of Claudius, then ever own him for an Em- 


which Way to turn themſelves; for inſtead of the Liberty they 
Promis'd themſelves from Claudius, they found him now to be 
the Perſon they had the moſt Reaſon to fear : not that they 
wanted Men among themſelves, that for the Honour of their 
Extraction, and their Relation to Cz/ar, might well enough 
pretend to ſet up for the Dignity : As there was Marcus Minu- 
tianus, a Man of the firſt Quality, and marry'd into the Fa- 
mily ofthe Cæſars, as Julia, Caius's Siſter. This Perſon offer'd 
himſelf for one; but the Conſuls were willing to wave it, and 
o put it off with one Thing after another, as by the By. Va- 
lerius Aſiaticus would have put in for a Pretender too, if ano. 
ther Minucianus, one of the Conſpirators againſt Caius, had not 
interpoſed and hinder'd it; for if any Man had ſtood up for 2 
Competitor with Claudius it would have been the bloodieſt 
Diſpute that ever was heard of; for they had there at Hand, 
whole Troops of Gladiators ; Military Men of all Sorts, and 
a World of Watermen, and other raſcally Sorts of People that 
were there gather'd together, to be at Hand, in caſe of 2 
Pinch. This deſperate Confuſion diverted ſeveral from ap- 
pearing, that intended otherwiſe to have ſtood ; forſeeing 
the Miſchief that would certainly enſue upon it, both to the 


Publick and themſelves. 


It was now toward Break of Day, when up comes Chereas if 


with his People about him, and gives the Soldiers to under- : 


ſtand by a Sign he made for Silence, that he had ſomewhat to 
ſay, and deſir d a Hearing. But their Bus*neſs was (they cry'd) 
to demand the Choice of an Emperour without any more ado; i 
and ſo they ſtopt his Mouth with Noiſe, and Clamour. The 
Senate found that this was nota Time to think of ſettling the 
Government, when their Authority was run down at this rate 
by Sword{men, and the Dignity of that noble Order ſubjected 
to the Inſolence, Scorn and Mockery of a Company of Ruffians, 
This put the Conſpirators out of all Patience; inſomuch that 
Chereas told them in the Concluſion, if nothing but an Empe. 
reur wauld ſerve their Turn, he'd give them one, if they woull 
but fetch him an Order from Eutychus to juſtify him in what 
he did. Now this Eutychus was a Favourite-Charioteer of Cai- 
us's, and an infamous Wretch, that ſerv'd his Maſter in all 
Manner of baſe Offices. Chereas follow'd this Scandal with a 
Thouſand other Reproaches, declaring that he would 'rather 


perour. What ! fays he, have we not had endugh already of u 

Madman, but we muſt now make Choice of a Fool? But this was 

only ſo much Breath loſt; for the Soldiers, withaut minding 

what he ſaid, immediately drew their $words, and — 
| wit 


W 


„˖ͤ ñ—T. K ˙ . ooo. HA... . - 


W 


8 


r. 


- > A 0 . L 0 


Beek XIX. Jawisf AXTIQUITIES,, Ugg, 
with their Colours to find out Claudius, and to join in the 


fame Oath that the other had taken before. 

Thus was the Senate abandon'd by thoſe that ſhould have 
defended it, and the Conſi/s reduced to the Condition of little 
more then private Men, while all People were at their Wits 
End, in Grief and Aſtoniſhment, to think what would be- 
come of them after the putting of theſe Indignities upon Clau- 
dius : Every Man flipping his own Neck out of the Collar, 
ppoff theſe Diſappointments, and laying the Blame upon his 
Fellow. In the Heat of this Squabble, out-ſtep'd Sabinus, on 
of the Confederates, in a Fury, with a Prote/tation, that he would 
ſtab every Man before him rather then ever ſubmit to the 


acknowledging of Claudius for his Maſter ; or ſo much as to 


ſee him poſleſs'd of the Empire, and ſo to become a Slave 


by his own Conſent. And now Chereas what have you to 


lay for yourſelf too? You that were the firſt M ertor of the 
eee againſt Caius, and now to ſhrink, and flinch 
from that generous Reſolution, for the baſe Fear of Death : 
as if any brave Man could be happy that is not' Maſter of 
himſelf. No no, ſays Chereas, I am unchangeably reſolv'd 
not to outlive my Liberty; but I ſhould be glad however in the 
mean Time to find how Claudius /tands affected. 
While Matters were in this diſorderly Way of Agitation, 
People came thronging into the Camp from all Quarters, to 
make their Court to Claudius, and among the reſt, one of 
the Conſuls, Quintus Pompeius, whom the Soldiers hated ſo 
much the more, for encouraging the Senate to ſtand up in 
the Defence of their Liberties. Upon his Advancing, the 
faulted him with their drawn Swords; and had undoubted- 


ly kill'd him, if Claudius had not taken him into his Protec- 


tion, and plac'd him by his own Side. But the reſt of the 


. Senators that came along with him, did not come of ſo well; 


for divers of them were kept back with Blows, as they preſs'd 
forward to falute him. Aponius went away wounded, and 
not a Man of them but was in great Danger. At the Inſtance 
however of King Agrippa, Claudius was prevail'd upon to 
treat the Senators and Men of Quality, with Gentleneſ and 


Keſpect, for, ſays he, when theſe are gone you will have no 


Subjects leſt you, but what you will be aſham'd to own. Clau- 
dius took his Advice, and order'd them to meet him at the 
Palace, whither he himſelf was carry'd in his Litter, croſs 

the Town with a Guard of Soldiers to clear the Paſſage. 
At the ſame Time, Chereas and Sabinus, two of the moſt 
eminent of the Confederates, ſhew'd_ themſelves in Publick, 
expreſly againſt the Order of Pollio, whom Claudius had made 
Eee e 4 | Captain 
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Captain of the Guards but a little before. Claudius being now 
brought into the Palace, and his Friends about him ,pronounc'd 
a Sentence of Death upon Chereas, Not but that they them- 
felves look'd upon the Exploit as a glorious Action; yet for 
the Treachery. Sake, and for an Example that might lead to the 
Security of Princes in Time to come, he was led to the Place 
of Execution, with Lupus, and ſeveral others of the Conſpira. 
tors. He dy'd, the ſay, in a wonderful Conſtancy of Mind; 
no Change of Countenance at all, nor any Geſture or Action 
below the Glory of a great Mind. Lupus indeed behav'd him- 
ſelf wretchedly, and Chereas took Notice of it with Contempt. 
Upon the ſtripping of him, he complain'd of Cold ; and 
Chereas had this Conceit upon it, that Wolves felt no Cold, 
alluding to the Conceit of Lupus the Wolf, and Lupus the Man. 
When the Executioner was to do his Office, he aſked him 7f 
he was his Craft's Maſter at the Trade of Cutting Throats, and 
if his Sword had a good Edge ; and to conclude, deſir'd him to 
make ule of the ſame Weapon the he kill'd Caius with. The 
Soldier did his Duty, in fine, and at one Blow diſpatch'd his 
Bys'neſs: But Lupus that lay wriggling and turning for fear 
of the Stroke, was hackt and mangled at ſeveral repeated 
Blows before the Officer could do his Work. Some few Days 
after, upon the Feſtival of the People's Expriatory Obligations 
to the Gho/?s of their dead Friends, they pay'd the ſame Ho- 
nour to Chœreas as to the reſt, by caſting their Offerings in- 
to the Fire according to the uſual Ceremony, and begging his 
Forgiveneſs for the paſt Ingratitude. This was the End of 
Chereas, | | 35 | 

As for Sbinus, Claudius did not only pardon him, but con- 
tinu'd him in the ſame Command he had before, upon a ge- 
nerous Conſiderarion, that even in his Treachery he was yet 
True to his Truſt. But Sabinus, after all, made no further 
Uſe of his Clemency then to deliver himſelf from a Life ke 
was weary of, upon the Point of his own Sword, and with 
his own Hand. . | 


„ 

Claudius ind to Agrippa. A Sedition betwixt the Jews 
and the Greeks, Claudius's Edict in Favour of the 
Alexandrian Jews. An Edict in Favour of all the 
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3 HE firſt Thing that Claudius did after his Eſtabliſhment, 
was to clear his Army of all /uſpefed Perſons ; and that 
being done, he confirmed Agrippa by an Edict, in the Poſſeſſi- 
on of the Kingdom formerly conferr'd upon him by Caius, 
aſcribing very much to Agrippa's Addreſs and Induſtry in his 
Service, He caſt in over and above, Zudea and Samaria, as 
formerly belonging to the Kingdom of his Grandfather Herod. 
And this he look'd upon as only an Act of Reſtitution, and a 
Kind of Due to his Family, But for Abela, and the bordering 
Lands upon Mount Libanus, which formerly belong'd to Ly/a- 
nias, this he caſt in to the Bounty out of his own. The Ar- 


| ticles of Alliance betwixt this King, and the People of Rome, 


were graven in a Copper-Plate, and ſet up in the Middle of the 
great Market-Place of the City, for a Memorial to Poſterity. 

He diſcharg'd his old Friend Alexander Lyſimachus, the 
great Cuſtom- Officer, that Caius had clapt up in a Rage; and 
one that formerly menag'd for his Mother Antonia. He like- 
wiſe gave Berenice, the Daughter of Agrippa, in Contract 
to his Son Marcus ; but the young Man dying befbre the 
Conſummation of the Marriage, Agrippa marry'd the Virgin 
to his Brother Herod, and Claudius beſtow'd the Kingdom 


of Chalcis upon him at Agrippa's Requeſt, 
The Jews, that had been terribly perſecuted and oppreſs'd 


by the Alexandrians in the Reign of Caius, began now to 
get Heart again, and in a ſhort Time betook themſelves to 


Arms, which was the Beginning of a Sedition betwixt them 
and the Greeks, Claudius, upon the firſt Tidings of this 
Commotion, wrote away to the Governour of Ag ypt to take 
all poſſible Care to quiet it: and at the Inſtance of the Zwso 
Kings, Agrippa, and Herod, ſent an Edict to Alexandria, 
and into Syria, in Subſtance as follows. 


Tiberius Claudius Cœſar Auguſtus Germanicus, Tribune and 
Prince of the Senate, Greeting. 


* W Hereas we are given to underſtand that the Jews of 
&« Alexandria have ever from Time to Time enjoy'd the 


< fame Freedoms and Privileges from former Kings of Ægypt 


* in common with the reſt of the Ihabitants, as appears by 
« ſeveral Royal Decrees, and Inſtraments of Record at this Day 
« extant in Confirmation thereof: And likewiſe that thoſe 
Rights and Benefits have been continu'd to them ever ſince 
the annexing of that City by Auguſtus to our Empire ; and 


ſo tranſmitted, uncontroverted thorough Aguila's Days; 


and 


c and all the Governours of Alexandria, ſucceſſively, that have 
* been (ent thither ; having Liberty granted them alſo by the 
s ſame Auguſtus upon the Death of their Fthnurch, to ſubſti. 
< tute another in his Stead ; enjoying the free Exereiſe of theit 

40 Religion and Diſcipline without any Moleſtation or Controul, 

« Now foraſmuch as Caius Cæſar ina blaſphemous Excels of 
« Madneſs hath rigorouſly preſſed upon the Jews to worſhip 

% him as a God, contrary tothe good Faith and Honour of 
c the imperial Grant, and in a manifeſt Violence upon theit 
« Conftiences ; and breaking into Outrages againſt the Ref. 
e fers, irritated a Party of his own Faction in Alexandria g. 

, gainſt the eus, their Fellow-Citizens : This is now to de- 

. all thoſe Proceedings of Caius, Null and Void, and the 


1% ſaid Privileges of the cus to remain ſtill in full Force and 


« Virtue ; Requiring, and Commanding, both the one, and 
« the other, by this our Sovereign Authority, to live, as far 
nas is poſlible in a right Underſtanding together, without 
< troubling the publick Peace.” Theſe are the Contents of 
the Edict; and after this, in particular for Alexandria, there 
Was another {ent Abroad by the ſame Prince, in Favour of 
the Jews, all over the Empire, in the following Terms. 


_ Tiberius Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus, High-Prieft, 
Tribune of the People, and the ſecond Time Conſul E- 
2c&, giueth to Underſtand, that, 


ag U Pon the Requeſt of the X:ngs, Agrippa and Herod, our 
E“ ſingular good Friends, for the ſame Liberty to the 

« 7ews all over the Empire, in their Vays and Worſhip that we 
4 have already granted them in Alexandria, we do heartily 
* comply with them in their Deſire, not only for the Sake of 
e the Advocates, but out of a Reſpect alſo to the Merits of the 


« Pęople, in Acknowledgment of the Friendſhip and good 
© Offices they have ever render'd to the State of Rome. W here- 


e fore we judge it reaſonable to have them admitted to a 
„% Share of the common Rights and Benefits of all our Cities, as 
« well Greek, as other, and to enjoy them in as ample a 

„Manner as they did in the Reign of Augu/tus of bleſſed Me- 
% mory : And we do likewiſe Ordain for the Future, that 
* wherever they ſhall happen to be diſpers'd within the Do- 
% minion of our Empire, they ſhall be allow'd to govern 
„ themſelves by their own Laws, without any Lett or Inter- 
% ruption, provided that they make a modeſt Uſe of this our 
Grace and Favour, without envying other People the free 
; : | « Exer- 
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« Exerciſe of their Opinion, ſo long as they themſelves arg 
« allow'd to enjoy the Liberty of their nm. TY 

« This is what we have thought fit to declare: And it is 
« our Will and Command that this our Proclamation may 
4 be duly notify'd in all our Cities, Plantations, Towns 
4 corporate, and all other Parts reſpeCtively of our Domi- 
« ons, as well within Italy as without? and Copies thereof 
4e tranſmitted to all Kings, Princes, and Governours under 
« our Juriſdiction, and to ſtand poſted-up and expos'd for 
« the Space of thirty Days to the View of all People.“ 


" 
A g 


CHAP. v. 


Agrippa ſent away to his Government. He dedicates 
his Golden Chain to God, Theophilus depoſed from 
the High-Prieſthood, and Simon preferr'd. Silas, 
General of the Army. A Statue dedicated to Cæſar 
in the Jews Synagogue. Agrippa complains of it to 


Petronius. 


Ec” Laudius Ceſar gave to underſtand by theſe two Edicts, how 

affectionate an Eſteem he had for the Jews : And the next 
Thing he did, was to order King Agrippa away to his Govern» 
ment; crowning him {ſtill with more and more Honours, o- 
ver and above ſeveral Letters of ſpecial Recommendation to 
all the Governours and Intendents of the Provinces where he 
was to paſs, He made a quick, and a happy Diſpatch of his 
Bus'neſs ; and fo ſoon as ever that was over, haſten'd away 
to Jeruſalem, where he acquitted himſelf of all his holy Vows, 
and offer'd Sacrifices according to the punctual Formalities 
of the Lau: Cauſing great Numbers of the Nazarenes to cut 
their Hair. Tiberius having formerly menacled Agrippa with 
Iron- Chains, Caius gave him a Gold- Chain in Exchange, juſt of 
the ſame Weight with the Iron one. This Chain Agrippa dedi- 
cated to God, and cauſed it to be hung up in the Ve/try over the 
Box of the holy Treaſure, as a Monumental Memorial of the 
Power and Goodneſs of Providence, in relieving Men when 
they are at the loweſt ; and for an Inſtruction to Mankind, 
that the ſame God that caſts us down, is able to raiſe us up 
again. This Conſecrated Chain repreſented, at the ſame View, 
a Prince made the Sport of Fortune, and a Priſoner in Lans: 
and then in the Turn of a Hand again, 5 Fetters —_ 

f an 
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and a greater Prince then ever he was. Now this is but ac. 
cording to the Nature, and to ſhew the Viciſſitude of hu. 
mane Affairs, for Things to fall when they are at the High- 
eſt; and to riſe again when they are at the Bottom. 

So ſoon as Agrippa had paid his Duty to God, he depoſed 

Theophilus the Son of Ananus from the Ponti cat, and ſub. 
ſtituted Simon the Son of Boethus, whoſe Surname was Can- 
t hara, in his Stead. This Simon had two Brothers that had 
been High-Prieſts too, and Boethus the Father, whoſe Daugh- 
ter King Herod marry'd, as we have ſaid already, This hay. 
pen'd to be the Caſe of the three Sons of Simon the High 
Prieſt, the Son of Onias in the Time of the Macedonian Go. 
vernment, of which we have ſpoken formerly. : 

The Office of the Pontificat being ſettled, the King made 
it his firſt Bus'neſs to pay. his Reſpects and Acknowledg. 
ments to the People of Feraſalem for the Honour and Good. 
Will that they had ſhew'd him, by remitting the Tax upon 
Houſes that they had formerly paid! a Point of generous 
Emulation not to be out-done in Courteſy, He made Sila, 
General of his Army, in Remembrance of the many Difh- 

culties and Hazards they had run together. 

A while afier this, there was a Gang of raſh, heady young 
Fellows of Doris got together, who, under a Colour of Reli- 
gion, dedicated a Statue to Cæſar in the Fews Synagogue, 
Which tranſported Agrippa to the higheſt Degree, as the rea- 
dy Way to make their Religion deſpicable, and to bring all 
to Rnin. Wherefore Agrippa without any Delay, went and 
complain'd to Peironins the Governour of Syria, of this 
horrible Outrage ; who declar'd himſelf with as much In- 


dignation as the other, and wrote a ſharp Letter to the In- 
novators, as follows. | 


C H AP. VL 


Petronius rebuſes the Offenders. Simon removed, with 
an Iutent to reſtore Jonathan; who declines it, and 
recommends his Brother Matthias, Petronius diſmiſ 

fed, and Marcus ſucceeds him. | 


Publins Petronius, Governour of Syria, by the Appointment 
of Tiberius Claudius Cæſur Auguſtus Germanicus, to the 
Mag iſirates of Doris, Greeting. 8 . 

1 FE. „ Whereas 


7 
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ne: IF W Hereas J have received certain Information, that, not- 
ioh. „ withſtanding a full Liberty granted to the Fews by 
n- &« an Edict of Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus, to live at- 
cording to the Rules and Preſcriptions of their own Laws ; 


* * ſome of your People have been ſo audacious, as, in Con- 
a © tempt of the ſaid Imperial Edict to profane their Synagogue 
4 


wy © by ſetting up Ce/ar's Statue there, to the Scandal and Affront 
2h. of their Religion, being not only an Uſurpation upon the 
> MW Freedom Cæſar hath permitted them, and a Violence upon 
4 e their Conſciences, but an Indignity allo to the Divinity of 
>. « Ceſar himſelf; for his Image ſhould have been rather ſet up 
in his own Temple, then in another; eſpecially in the Syna- 
* grgue, ſince the Emperour himſelf hath found it meet and 
1 juſt to leave every Man Maſter within himſelf. I ſhall ſay 
8. nothing of my own Orders in this Affair, after ſuch an Af- 
« front put upon the Authority of my Maſter, who has not 


on : b 2 
_ only indulged the Fews in the Matter of their Religion, but 
bh « granted them all the Privileges of Freemen likewiſe, in the 
f. « Cities where they inhabit, in Common with the Greets. 


«© Now ſince ſo it is, that this Outrage hath moſt certainly 
& been committed, and the Majeſty of Cz/ar inſolently de- 
« ſpis'd; and that you yourſelves diſown any Hand in the 
« Thing, and ſo turn it off to the Licence of a riofous Ravole; 
« this is to Will and Require you, that you ſend by my Of- 
« ficer Vitellius Proculus, ſome of the guilty Perſons, to an- 
« {wer before me for what they have done; or at leaſt to tel! 
« him who they are; for you yourſelves will be otherwiſe | 
« ſuſpected for Parties to the Fact. In the mean Time, have 
« a Care of the publick Peace, and of thole ſeditious Spirits 
« that would put all into a Flame. But as for my dear Ma- 
& ſter and myſelf, there is nothing we lay fo much to Heart, 
« as to keep clear of giving the eus any Occaſion or Pre- 
« text of being troubleſome in their own Defence; and now 
« for your better Satisfaction what Opinion the Zrperour 
&« himſelf hath of this Matter, I ſend you hereunto annexed 
« a Copy of his Edict to the Alexandrians ; which my dear- 
c“ eſt Prince Agrippa ſhew'd me (though every Body knew it 
„ already) as I was ſitting upon the Tribunal, poſitively requi- 
ring that all Cz/ar's Conceſſions to the Fewws thould be mad 
« good, Wherefore I do now Charge, and Require it of you, 
© for the Future, to forbear all Manner of ſeditious Contro- 
“ verſies, and leave them to worſhip their God quietly in 
© their own Way.” Petronius, in fine, ſo order'd this Affair, 
that he ſet all right again that kad been done Amils, and 
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made them cautious not to do the ſame Thing again iq 
Time to come. 1 | 
_ King Agrippa, after this, remoyed Simon Canthara from 
the High-Prie/thood, with an Intent to reſtore it to Jonathan 
the Son of Ananus, as a Perſon better deſerving ſuch a Dig. 
nity: But he declin'd the Acceptance of it, with an Acknow. 
ledgment of the Honour the King deſign'd him: and with. 
al told him, that © ſince God had not found him worthy 
of holding it, he ſhould content himſelf with the Bleſſing 


< of having once worn that ſacred Habit; for he could bet. 


« ter juſtify his Entrance into. that holy Order at firſt, then 


© he could now the taking of it up again: But Sir, /ays he, 


« If you inſiſt ſo much upon the Worthineſs of the Perſon, 
e pray give me Leave to recommend a Brother of mine to 
« your Majeſty ; a Man untainted with the Vanities of the 


World; innocent, and inoffenſive, before God and Man, 


6 and conſequently better qualify'd for the Function.“ The 
King was ſo delighted with the Man's Candour and Modeſty, 
that he laid the Thought of Jonathan aſide, and according 
to his Advice, transferr'd the Poniificat to his Brother Mat. 
#hias, It was not long after this, that Petronius was diſmilſs'd 
from his Government of Syria, and Marcus ſucceeded him, 


4 
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CHAP. HL. 


Silas ſets up for a Share in the Government. His Vani. 
ty and Saucineſs. Agrippa claps him up; but ſends 
for him to Court again a while after. Silas reproach- 
es him for it, and is remanded to Priſon, Agrippa 
fortifies Jeruſalem, and Claudius puts a Stop to the 
Mork. An Inſtance of Agrippa's Generoſity. The 
Magnificence of his Bounties at Berytus, A Paſſage 
from Berytus 10 Tiberias, where he receives ſeveral 
Royal Viſits. Agrippa compliments Marcus, which 
makes him jealous of the Meeting, He takes the Pon. 
tificat from Matthias, and gives it to Elioneas. Games 
and Spectacles at Cæſarea, to the Honour of Cæſar. 
Fulſome Blaſphemies. An Owl perches over his 
Head, and he falls immediately into Gripes and Tor- 
ments; reproving his Flatterers, and confeſſing bis 
own Frailty. At the End of five Days, be — His 


1 
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Revenue, and Children, Cæſarea and Sebaſte un- 
grateful to his Memory. Scandalous Affroms. Claus 
dius propoſes the Son to ſucceed the Father; but hit 
Favourites divert him from it. He gives the Command 
to Cuſpius Fadus, WET 


gas Aerippa's General, valuing himſelf upon his Fidelity ts 
» the King; the Perſonal Hazards he had run with him; the 
Labours and Difficulties he had undergone for his Service; 
reckon'd upon it, that as they had been familiar Friends, 
and Partners in the Dangers of the War, ſo it was but rea- 
ſonable, that they ſhould go Shares in the Dignity, and Pre- 
rogatives of the Government: And theſe Things confider'd, 
he accounted himſelf to ſtand upon the ſame Level with the 
King himſelf; and took Liberties with him to the Degree of 
Saucineſs. He was extremely bold and troubleſome in his 
common Diſcourſes ; one while boaſting of his own Merits; 
other whiles minding the King of the deſpicable Condition 
of his former Fortunes; and at every Turn making Oſtentati- 
on of the good Offices he had done him; the deſperate Ad- 
ventures he had engaged in, and what Pains he had taken 
for his Service. Theſe nauſeous, endleſs Repetitions were fo 
reproachful, and weariſome, that the King began to be ſick 
of this intemperate Freedom; for a Man that has formerly been 
low, does not love to be minded of it when he is in a better 
Condition, and it is a fooliſh, as well as a mean Humour, 
to be perperually hitting a Man in the Teeth with an Obliga- 
tion. Silas went on ſo far, that the King would bear it no 
longer; but in the Heat of a Baſſion, he not only ſtript him 
of his Commiſfton, but ſent him away bound into his own Coun- 
try. When he came afterward to his right Wits again, and 
to bethink himſelf how ſevere he had been upon a Perton that 
had done and ſuffer'd ſo much for him, the Anniverſary of his 
Birth- day now coming on, and all People diſpoſing themſelves 
for Mirth and Jollity, his Heart began to ſoften, and he fent 
for Silas to make one at the Royal Feſtival. Now he being a 
blunt plain Fellow, and one that could not diſſemble his In- 
dignation, where he thought he had Reaſon on his Side, he 
call'd out aloud to the People that brought him the Invitation. 
« Hark ye, my Maſters, /ays he, you ſee the Honour the King 
% does me; but this Fit of good Humour will not laſt long; 
« and it is but the {ame Thing over again that he has done be- 
© fore. He has taken away as much as in him lies, my Re- 
«, putation, as well as my Charge, and does he think, afrer 

| «i all 
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cc all this, that my Tongue is to be ty'd-up from ſpeaking 
« honourable and neceſſary Truths? Or that any Thing 
« ſhall ever ſtop my Mouth, ſo long as I have the Conſci. 
«© ence of an honeſt Man for my Support? No, no. The 
« World ſhall know from what Diſtreſſes I have redeem'd 
« him; the Difficulties, and the Dangers I have en. 
« counter'd for his Safety, and Glory : And what's my Re. 
« ard now for all theſe Labours, and Hazards, but a Dau. 
& peon and a Chain ? Theſe are not Injuries to ſleep, either 
« forgotten, or unreveng'd, living or dead. Go, ſays he, 
& (raiſing his Voice) and carry your King this Anſwer.” 
 Fegrippa,: by this Time, found the Freak to be incurable, 
and io remanded him to Priſon. | 5 | 
The King turn'd his Thoughts now to the Care of the City, | 
and fortify'd the Walls of the new Town, as they call it, a 
a publick Charge; making them much ſtronger, thicker, 
and higher, then they were before, and would in the End 
have made Feruſalem abſolutely impregnable, if Marcus the 
Governour of Syria had not given Claudius Cæſar à Cautis 
onary Notice of it, for Fear there might be ſome further 
Deſign : Whereupon Claudius wrote immediately to Agrip- 
Fa, to go no further in it, and this put a Stop to the Work. 
The King of the Fews was naturally fo generous and ©. 
bliging, that he made himſelf famous by his magnificent 
Bounties, taking no greater Delight in any Thing then in 
honourable Occaſions to ſhew the Munificence of a large Soul, 
There was a great Difference betwixt him, and Herod, his Pre. 
deceſſor ; the latter being falſe, harſh-natur'd, and implaca- 

_ Hy cruel, over and above that he was notoriouſly partial to 
the Greeks, in Preference to the eus: Witneſs his vaſt Pro- 
fuſion of Treaſure upon foreign Works, both in Structure and 

Ornament; as Bathing-Houſes, Theatres, Temples, Galleries, 
Places of Parade, and the like, whereas he was never known 
to put himſelf to any memorable Expence in any publick 

Works whatſoever, to the Honour of the cus. But Agrippa 

on the other Side, was a Perſon humane, and gentle, to the 
higheſt Degree; a common Friend and Patron to all Stran- 
gers, and in Truth to all Mankind; but bountiful, good-na- 

tur'd, and compaſſionate, to thoſe of his own Country and 
Profeſſion in the firſt Place. Wherefore he made Choice of 

' Zeruſalem for his conſtant Reſidence : No Man ſtricter in the 
Rules and Formalities of his Religion, without'the Corruption 
of any profane or ſuperſtitions Mixture; and not a Day 
paſs'd over his Head without a Sacrifice. There was, among 

| PS Sr others 
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others, one very particular Inſtance of a generous Goodneſs 
in him. | V | 
Agrippa happen'd to be once at Cæſarea and in his Ab- 
ſence, one Simon, a Lawyer, reflected upon him in a publick 
Aſſembly, for a Man of a looſe Life, and one that in Juſtice 
deſerv'd to be punithed for it; according to the Practice of 
the Church in that Caſe. The Governour ſent the King 
Word of this Accuſation, who immediately diſpatch'd an 
Order for Simon to come to him; who went accordingly, 
and the King at that Time happen'd to be in the Theatre, 
So Arrippa call'd him to him, and after a little Fauſe, in a 
entle Tone and Faſhion, he put this Queſtion to him. 
Friend, ſays he, if yiu know any Thing by m- that you do not 
like, F would have you declare it here. The Mun had nothing 
to ſay for himſelf; but in a Confuſion begg'd his Pardon, 
and the King granted it immediately, beyond all People's 


Expedctation, and not without ſome Inſtance of his Bounty too, 


over and above a bare Reconciliatioa ; valuing himſelf more 


upon the Exerciſe. of Clemency, then upon the Power of tak- 


ing his Revenge; and accounting it a more kingly Quality 
to be merciful, then imperious. | : 

All Places wherever he came, or had to do, had ſome 
Taſte, more or leſs, of his Magnificence and Bounty; but 
Berytus above the reſt. For there, at a moſt prodigious Ex- 
pence, he erected a ſtately Theatre, and likewiſe an Amphi- 
theatre, not inferior to it; ſeveral Bagno's, and arched Walks ; 
ſparing no Colt for the_beautifying of every. Thing to the 
higheſt Point of Per fection. The Pomp of the Dedication 
of theſe illuſtrious Works, was very extraordinary upon ma- 
ny Accounts ; as the Variety of Shows exhibited in the Thea- 
tre; all Sorts of Muſick, and Diverſities of other Entertain- 
ments and Pleaſures, In the Amphitheatre were expos'd ſa- 
veral Combats of Gladiators, Man to Man ; and after that, 


whole Troops of condemn'd Male factors, to the Number of 


ſeven Hundred of a Side, being only an Execution of Juſtice 
in the Form of a Battle, and improving the Puniſhment of 
the Criminals to the Pleaſure of the SpeQators ; for they 

were all deſtroy'd to the laſt Man. | : 
Agrippa, af er this, paſs'd from Berytus to Tiberius, a City 
of Callilee, where he was complimented by ſeveral Kings. 
There was Antiochus, the King of Comagena ; Sampſigeran, the 
King of the Emeſen?s ; Cotys, King of the Leer Armenia; Po- 
lemon, a little Prince of Pontus and beſide all theſe, Herod 
the Brother of Agrippa, and the King of Chalcis : who were all 
receiv'd with ſo Royal a Freedom of Hoſpitality, that it was 
F if every 


——ů —— 
- — = — — — 
== - 
Fo rn 


"9. 
. 
1175. 


—— —  ——_ — = - — 
— = = = \ — 
. — —— : _ — 3 
— — 4 7 z — — 2 — 5 * 
= DS — = — = : = 3 — 1 > — or a < 7 
— 2 2 — — 5 — — . — — — — ————__ — — - 4 © = — 1 
p — — — — — 8 —— — —— — = 
— U 77 5 — _ * . Kt AED I. — — 
2 22 - — 
7 2 * * — , * = 
5 P , - l - — — * 1 —— —0 — — 
8 FS * = Lakes — — 
* * . My 
#4 . 0 * 9 2 - on th | — E > IV. + aa@.: 
” 
e. 


b - vas 


Jeawisn AnTi1QUITIES- Book XIX. 


every Way anſwerable to the Dignity both of the Treater, 
and of the Gueſts; and much to the Honour of Agrippa, to 
be found worthy of ſo many Royal Viſits. While they 
were yet together, Marſus, the Governour of Syria, came 
over to him; and Agrippa, out of a Reverence to the Sove. 
reigniy of the Empire, went out of Town ſeven Miles to re- 
ceive him, which prov'd the Occaſion (as it fell out) of a 
Miſunderſtanding betwixt them; for Marſus finding ſo ma. 
ny Kings together, and ſuch an Agreement betwixt them, 
he did not know how it might ſtand with the publick Safe- 
y to*countenance ſo powerful, and fo darigerons a Corre- 
pondence, and therefore ſent Meſſages to them one by one, 
to depart immediately; which gave Agrippa ſuch a Diſguſt, 
that he hated him for ever after. JS 
This Prince then took away the Poxt:zficat from Matthias, 
and gave it to Elionæus the Son of Citheus, He was now in the 
third Year of his Reign over all 7udea, when he came to Cæ- 
farea, formerly call'd the Tower of Straton ; where he cele- 
brated a Solemnity of Games and Shows to the Honour of Cæ. 
ar ; which drew together a World of the Nobility, and Men 
of Quality from all Parts of the Province, Upon the ſecond 
Day of this Feſtival, Agrippa went early in the Morning to 
the Theatre in a Silver Stuff ſo wonderfully rich and curious, 
that the Beams of the Kiſing-Sun ſtriking upon it, Peoples 
Eyes were dazzled with the Reficxion from his Habit. The 
ſparkling of the Light ſeemed to have ſomething Divine in 
it, that mov'd the SpeQators at the fame Time with Venera- 
tion and Horror. Inſomuch that-a proſtitute Crew of fawning 
Paraſites, cry'd him up as a God:“ Beſeeching him, in Form, 
to forgive them the Sins of their Ignorance, when they took 
* him only for Fleſh and Blood like another Man; but they 
© were now conviric'd, they ſaid, of an Excellency in his Na- 
ture that was more then humane.” This impious, nauſe- 
ous Flattery paſs'd upon him without either Check or Repulſe; 
but while he was in the Huff and Vanity of this Contempla- 
tion, lifting up his Eyes, he ſaw an Cu in the Air over his 
Head ſitting upon a Rope, which he found ſoon after to be 
the Preſape of Miſchief to him, as it had been before of good 
Luck. For he fell immediately into a violent Paſſion of the 
Heart, with terrible Gripes and Torments of the Guts : In 
which Agony, directing his Speech to ſome Friends about him, 
“ Look ye, ſays he, vour God is now condemn'd to die; and 
«& by this fatal Neceſſity, I am about to prove all my Plat- 
“e terers a Company of profligate Liars, and to convince the 


„ World by dying, that I am not Immortal, But God's 
e 28 - « Will 
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« Will be done. In the Life that I have led, I have had ns 
« Reaſon to envy the Happineſs of any Prince under the Hea- 
« vens; but I muſt ſtill be aſpiring to be greater and greater.” 
At theſe Words, his Pains increaſing upon him, he was pre- 
ſently remov'd into the Palace: and it was all over the Towft 
in a Moment that the King was given over, and at the very 
Point of Death. Upon this Rumour, all the People, Men; 
Women, and Children cover'd themſelves with Sackloth, ac- 
cording to Cuſtom, joining in Prayers and Outcries to God 
for Agrippa's Recovery. The King in the mean Time looking 
down from his Apartment near the Top of the Palace, could 
not forbear Weeping at the Sight of the Mourners that lay be- 
low proſtrate upon the Pavement; This Extremity of Pain 
held him from that Time for ward witnout any Manner of A- 
batement, and at the End of five Days it carry'd him off : in 
the 54th Year of his Age and the 7th of his Reign. He go- 
vern'd for the firſt four Year of his Reign under the Emperour 
Caius : The three former of them under the Tetrarchy of Phi- 
lip; the fourth in that of Herod too; and the other three un- 
der Claudius, who over and behide that of Judæœa, gave him the 
Command alſo of Szmaria and Cæœſareu. His Yearly Revenue 
was computed at one Thouſand two Hundred Myriads. And 
this did not ſerve his Turn neither, wirhout borrowing, for 
he was ſo profuſely liberal, that his Income did not anſwer 
his Expence. Chelcias the General of his Troops, and Herod the 
Prince of Chalcis ; both of them bitter Enemies to Silas, ſent 
Ariſton to kill him in Priſon, as by the King's Orders, before 
the Certainty of his Death could be generally known. 

This was the End of King Agrippa, who left behind him 
a Son of his own Name of ſeventeen Years of Age, and three 
Daughters. Berenice the eldeſt, being marry'd at about ſix- 
teen to his Uncle Herod ; the other two Virgins, Mariamne, 
and Druſilla; the former being ten Years old, and the other 
lix. Mariamne the elder was contraſted to Julius Arches 
laus the Son of Chelcias ; the younger to Epiphanes the Son 
of Antiechus, King of Comagena. 

So foon as the News of Agrippa's Death came to be publick- 
ly known, the People of Cæſarea and Sebaſte were ſo far from 
doing right to the Obligations he had laid upon them, that 
on the contrary, they beſpatter'd his Name and Memory with 
the lewdeſt Calumnies that could bc invented. And to aſſiſt 
the Scandal, there happen'd to be a Rabble of Soldiers there at 
that Time, that in a Multitude lugg'd away the Statues of his 
three Daughters out of the Palace, and carry'd them in Tri- 
umph into publick Bawdy-Houſes, reviling them, after their 

. n 15 brutal 
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brutal barbarous Way, in Terms not to be repeated, Feaſt. 
ing and Buffooning in the Streets, with Flowers and Gar. 
lands upon their Heads; Ointments and Perfumes, as upon 
a Sacrifice to Charon, and drinking Thankſgiving Cups for 
the Death of their King, This was their Entertainment with. 
out ever ſo much as thinking of the good Offices they. had 
ſo lately receiv'd from Agrippa, or of thoſe of former Days 
from his Grandfather Herod, the Founder uf tho/e anagnifi. 
cent Cities, and of the Ports and Temples belonging to them, 
| | Agrippa, the Son of the Neceaſed, was at this Time at 
and train'd-up in the Court of Claus : who had no 
ſoon heard of the Death of the Father, and the inhumane 
Indignities that thoſe ungratefal Wretches of Cæſarea and 
Sebaſte had put upon his Memory, but expreſſing as preat a 
Sorraw for the Loſs of Agrippa, as an Indignation for the In- 
. of the other, he took uf a Relolution within bim- 
elf, immediately to {end away he Son to take Poſfeſſion of 
the Kingdom of his Father ; which was but purſuant to an 


Favourite-People he had abont him, he was eaſily diverted 
4 from his Purpoſe. They told him it was not fate to ven- 
me ture ſo great a Trult in the Hands of a raw young Man; for 
| it was 15 nice a Commiſſion; that the beſt Head he had in 
the Empire would find enough to do to * it. 

Upon this ꝓlauſible Inſinuation, Claudius ct ang'd bis Mind, 
and gave the whole Command to Cuſpius Fadus, tut with this 
Proviſional Deference to the Memory of the Dead, that he 
ſhould not upon any Terms take Marſus into his  Govern- 
men”, in regard that he had been a prafeſs'd Enemy to 4- 
grippa. And he charged him yet more expreſly,- to puniſh 
the People of Cæſarea and Sebaſte very ſeverely, for the bare 
barous Aﬀronts they had put upon the Honour of Agrippa 
and his Daughters : Commanding him allo to ſend away the 
five Cohorts, and the relt of the Troops that were in thoſe 
two Towns, to Pontus; and to detach a Body of choice Men 
out of the Reman Legions in Syria, to ſupply their Places, 
But this laſt Order was not obferv'd; for Claudius was pre- 
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Troops ſtill in Juda. This gave the Riſe to the miſerable 
Calamities that the Es ſuffer'd afterward ; and prov'd the 
very Scminary of the following Wars under the Govern- 
ment of Florus « Inſomuch that Yeſpaſian, though the Con- 
qucrour, was an to tran] port them out of that Country. 
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Oath he had taken, as well as agreeable to the very Equity 
and Reaſon of the Thing, But upon the Diſſuaſion of the 


vail'd with, upon an humble Application, to continue thoſe 


I 
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Claudius gives Marſus's Commuſſion to Caſſius Longinus. 
A Ovarrel betwixt the Jews and the Philadelphians. 
Three of the Ringleaders puniſhed. Ptolomæus put 
to Death. Cæſar orders the holy Robes to be depoſit- 
ed in Antonia, as formerly; upon certain Conditions. 
Agrippa moves in their Favour, and the Kegueſt is 

ranted. Claudius to the Senate. Canihara remov'd 
from the High Prieſthood, and Joſeph put in his Place. 


the Emperor took away Harſus's Commiſſion for 

Syria, and gave it to Caſj#::s Longinus, out of a Reſpect 

to the Memory of his Friend the late King, who in his Life- 

time had written ſeveral Letters to Claudius, to remove this 
Hlarſus. from his Government. | 

Cufpins F. ads, coming at the ſame Time to enter upon his 

Command in Juden, found the 5e beyond Ferdan, and the 

Philadeiphians, together by the Ears about theZounds of a ſmall 

: FEEtY | Village 


A FT ER the Death of Herippa, (as in the former Book) ; # 
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Village called Mas : a bold and a warlike People. The Be- 
youd- Fordan-Men had taken-up Arms it ſeems upon their. 
own Heads, wit any Colour of Authority from their Su- 

eriors, and kill'd ſeveral of the Philadelphians. Fadus took 

his ſeditious Inſolence fo heinouſly, that he cauſed three of 
the chief Ring- leaders, Anibas, Amaram, and Eleazar, te 
be laid in Chains; the firlt to be put to Death; and the o. 
ther two baniſh'd, If they thought, - /ays he, that the 
$ Philadelphians had wrong'd them, Why had not I the 
Hearing of the Cauſe ? But for them to preſume to make 
f War upon it, and to be their own Judges and Carvers, 
s was an Affront, (he ſaid) utterly intolerable.” 

Soon after this the famous Captain of the Robbers, Tholo. 
— how had made ſuch Havock in Idumæa and Arabia, 
was brought to him bound; and he ſentenc'd him to Death, 
doin all that was to be done alſo to clear the Country of | 
that Vert of Vermin. He ſent after this, to the Prieſts and 
Rulers of Jeruſalem, and ſhew'd them Cz/ar's Mandate, re- 
quiring the Sacred Robe, and the Sacerdotal Stole, (Velt- 
ments peculiarly belonging to the High-Prie/t) to be d-po- 
ſited i in the Caſtle of Antonia, and there to remain in the 
"Cuſtody of the Romans as they had been in former Times. 
They durſt not diſpute the Order, and ſo choſe rather to 
make a reſ] pectful Application to Fadus, and Longius, (who 
ad their Troops about them too, for fear of the 'worlt) ON» 
ly for Leave to move Claudius upon that Point, and ſo to re- 
ſpite the Proceeding till they might receive the Empgrour's 
Anſwer. This Requeſt was granted them, upon Condition 
of delivering up their ildren for Hoſtages, in the mean 
Time, which they readily agreed to, and ſo their Deputies 
went their Way, Agrippa, being at * Time at Rome, and 
in Cz/ar's Court, as we {rid beiore ; having ſeaſonable No- 
tice both of their Arrival and their Bus“ neſs, petitioned C- 
far on the Behalf of the yes, that the holy Stole might re- 
main in their own Keeping, and that he would vouchſafe to 
ſignify his Pleaſure to Fadzs by an Order to that Purpoſe. 
Claudius, upon this, had the Commiſſioners call'd, and tel- 
ling them that he had grantcd what they came for, bad them 
thank Agrippa for the Grace he had thew'd them; to which 
Anſwer He added this followng Letter. 


Claudins Ceſar Ger manicus, Tribune of the People: the fifth 

Time C: onſul Elect the Four th Time Emperour ; and the Fa- 
ther of his Country the tenth Time ; to the Senate, the Peg» 
ple of Feruſalem, and the whole Nation of 9 „Greeting. 

'S * Whereas 
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2 VV Hereas we are given to underſtand by our dearly Be- 

« Jov'd Agrippa, Whom we have train'd-up, and 
ce tender as our own Child, that ye have ſent us your De- 
«© puties, (which Deputies he hath alſo preſented to us) with 
« Acknowledgments of our conſtant Cares for the Good of 


your People, and likewiſe with your Earneſt Deſire of ha- 


« ving the Pontifica! Robes and Jrnaments in your own Cu- 
« [tody ; we do freely grant you your Requeſt, in ſuch Man- 
« ner, as was formerly allow'd you in the Days of that ex- 
«< cellent Perſcn, Vitellius, our very dear Friend. And be 
« jt further known unto you, that we have deſcended to 
« theſe Conceſſions, partly out of a Motion of Piety, it 
« ſeeming unto us a reaſonable Thing for all Men freely to 
* enjoy the Religion of their Country: and partly to gratify 
* King Herod and the young Ariſtobulus, whole Friendſhip 
«© we have a great Value for, upon the certain Knowledge 
% of the Friendſhip they both have for us. 
«© We have written to our Lieutenant Caſpius Fadus about 
ce this Matter, by Cornelius the Son of Ceran, Tryphen, the 
* Son of Theudion: Dorotheus, the Son of Nathanael ; and 
“% 7ohn the Son of Jahn, dated the 4th of the Calends of Ju- 
« ly : Rufus, and Pompeius Syivanus, Conſuls.” 

2rod the Prince of Cha!cts, and the Brother of Agrippa 
the Deceas'd, begg'd of Claudius the Charge of the Temple, 
and the holy Treaſure, with the Privilege of chuſing the 
Hioh-Prieſt, which was all granted him, and the Power con- 
tinu'd in the Family till the End of the Fewi/h War. This 
Prince remoy'd Canthara from the Pontificat, and ſet-up 
Zoſeph the Son of Caneus in his Stead. 


3 * 


HR 1h 

Helen the Queen of Adiabena, and Izates, turn ſews. 
Monobazus marries his Siſter Helen. A Voice heard 
as they were in Bed together. He has two Sons by 
Helen; Monobazus and Izates. The latter, the Fa- 
vourite ; whom the Father ſends out. of the Way to 
Spaſinus. Izates marries Samaca, the King's Daugh- 
ter. Monobazus, in Years, ſends for Izates, and ſet- 
tes the Province of Cæron upon him, Izates makes 
his Abode there. Monobazus dies, and the Queen calls 
a Council: where Izates is declar'd Succsſſor. The 


© £544 : Adaiter 
B | 


* 


Jzates rejoives pon Rattle, and beth Sides prepare for 
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Matter debated and reſolved upon. The Brothers 13. 
ken into Cuſtody, for fear of Miſchief. Ihe Govern. 


ment commuted to Monobazus in izates's Ab ſence. 


Izates appears, and Monobazus delivers up his Truſt, 
Izutes converted by Ananias, a Jewiſh Merchant, 
Queen Helen converted by another Jew. Izates tro. 
bled at Adiabena to ſee his Relations Priſoners ; and 
ſends them away for Hoſtages : Some to Cæſar, others 
fo Artabanus. Izates would be circumciſed; but his 


Mother and the Merchant are againſt it. Ananias 


diſcourſes the Scruple of the Caſe. Eicazar, a great 
Doctor of the Molaick Law. Elcazar brought 10 J. 
tes, who preaches upon the Neceſſity of Circumciſion, 
The King 775 convinc'd, and mmediotely circumcisꝰd. 


| k The 13 and As at their / 1t's End abont it, 
© he Fame of the Temple of Jeruſalem, 7 he Queen 


has a Mind lo ſee it. aud to worſhip there Jhe 


King ſupplies her for her Journey. A miſerable Fa. 


mine in „ The Queen's Pity and Charity for 
#he Poor. Izates ſends vat Sums for their Relief. d 


Conſpiracy againſt Artabanus; who moves lzates for 


Protection and Relief. lzates gives him good Hopes, 
and treats him accordingly. 1zates writes to the Par: 


thians zo call their King Home. He takes the Crown 


rom bis own Head, and puts it upon Artabanus. The 
Gratitude of Artabanus. Artabanus dies, and his 


Son Vardanes ſucceeds him: who preſſes Izates to 4 


ar with the Romans; but he refiſes. Vardanes 
mates I ar upon Izates, and is cut. off by his owwn Feo- 
pie; and the Government frans/err *d to his Brother 
Gotarza, who is likewiſe deſtroy d; and his Brother 
Vologe las ſucceeds him, Vologeſus divides the Govern: 


2797 Gotwwixt Pachorus and Tiridates. The Fiety of 


Iz tes. Be gels @ great Feneration for Religion. 
Ab! bi; 8 2omprogd to make Ii, ar upon 1zates ; who Inde out 
the Conipiracy, ond pi ritſhes the Heads of it, Abs 
0d. lzates tales Arlamus. Abias Bills / bim ſelf. 


. C/ / 12 97441 Men Ad iabena preſs Yo! ogeſus 25 


Izatcs : ho recalls all Grants, ond wenaces a War. 


in 
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it. The Parthians blaſphemous Defiance. The Mo- 
deſty of lzates. His Prayer and Humiliation. The 
Parthians draw-up. Izates dies, and Monobazus ſuc- 
ceeds him. The Mother returns to Adiabena, and dies. 
ſoon after. The Bones of the Mother and Brother Bu- 
ry'd at Jer uſalem. Theudas, 4 75 Pr ophet, pre- 
tends to work Mi acles. The Peo follow bin ; but 
Fadus ſcatters them, and cuts. Theudas' 8 Head. 


MY about this Time, Helen the Queen. of Ale and 
* [zates her Son, came over tothe Religion of the eus, 
by this Occaſion, 1 otherwiſe called Bazem, the 
King of Adiabena, fell in Love with his Siſter Helen, and 
marry'd her. It BF one Night, as they were both a- 
ſleep in Bed together, the Huiband's Hand reſting upon the 
Wife's Belly, and ſhe with Child, he fancy'd he heard a 
Voice that bad him, “ take away his Hand for fear of hurts 
“ ing the Child; for Providence had begun a Work with a 
”m” great Blefling, t that would be crowned with a greater yet 
ce jn the End.” The Voice ſtartled him, and when he was 
well awake, he told his Wife the Story. When this Cons 
ception came to Light, it proved to be a ale, and the Fa- 
ther gave it the Name af Izates. Now he had another Son 
before this, by the ſame Princeſs, which he call'd after his 
own Name, and he had ſeveral other Sons likewiſe by other 
Wives. But Hates, in fine, carry'd it from them all. | 

The King! s Partiality in this Preference was fo notorious, 
that it put the reſt of the Frothers into an outrageous Jealous 
ſy and Envy, to {ce themſelves appear fo mean and deſpica- 
ble. The King took Notice of their ill Humour, but was 
yet willing to perſuade him, that the Diſguſt might be on- 
ly an innocent Emulation at the Bottom, which. of the Bro- 
thers ſhould be the Fivourite, without any deliberate Malice 
in the Caſe: but ſinding however that Things look'd every 
Day worſe then other, he thought it his beſt Courſe, for 
Sureneſs Sake, to diſpoſe of Izates out of Harm's Way: 
And ſo he diſpatch'd him out of Hand, with a moſt particular 
Recommendation, and magnificent Preſents, to King gen- 
nerigus, at the Fort of Sp :/:nus ; where he was received with 
fo much Tenderncſs and Efteem, that be gave him his own 
Daughter Samachas in Marriage, with a Portion of Land by 
Way of Dower, to a conſiderable Value. 
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- Monobazu being now far gone in Years, and drawing near 
his End, had à great Mind to fee his Son yet once again be- 
fore he dy'd. 80 he had him ſeat for, and then embracing 
him with infinite Affection, he gave him the Province of C>- 
ron; a Country famous for Aromatick Plants; and particularly 
for the Relicks of Noah's Ark that ſcap'd the Deluge, and 
are there ex pos d to View. 7zates took up his Habitation in 


this Place, during the Life of his Father. Queen Helen, upon 


the very Day of the King's Deceaſe, call'd her Miniſters, great 


Officers, and Commanders, all about her, and ſpake to them af, 


ter this Manner. * I need not tell you, ſays ſhe, that the late 
« King my Huſband deſign'd /zates for his Succeſſor, as the 


“ Perſon, of all his Children, that he judg'd beſt qualify'd for 


te the Honour. But however, /ays ſhe, I ſhall be glad to have 
% your Advice along with me; for one Body's Opinion is 
«© not ſufficient to make a Prince happy, without the joint 


% Conſent and Good- will of the People.” She caſt this Com- 


plement among them, only to try how the Council ſtood af- 
fected. The Queen making a Pauſe after theſe Words, the 
Miniſters, with a profound Reverence, according to the Cu- 
ſtom of the Country, declar'd themſelves unanimouſly for the 
promoting of Izates to the Crown ; being fully ſatisfy'd that it 
was his Father's Will it ſhould beſo; as the Perſon of his Fa- 
mily whom he look'd upon to be beſt fitted for that Dignity. 
4 The People, they ſaid, were all for him, and they themſelves 
% ready to acknowledge him for their Sovereign: Or in Caſe 


«© of any Danger from his Brothers or Relations, to croſs him 


c in his Pretenſion, they offer'd their Service to remove all 
« thoſe Rabs out of the Way; and to cut him out a ſafe, and 
& an eaſy Paſſage to the Throne.” The Queen pave them 
Thanks for this Expreſſion of their Zeal ; but could not agree 
ſhe ſaid, to have any Blood fpilt, till /zates ſhould come him- 
ſelf to order the Matter as he thought fit. When the Council 
found that the Queen would not be prevail'd upon to take 
away their Lives, they preſs'd it however, that in the mean 
Time, for the better Security of the neu King, they might be 
ke pt in ſafe Cuſtody, and ſome other Perſon that the Queen 
ſhouid beſt approve of, entruſted with he Hdminiſtration in 
his Abſence. The Queen found the Propoſal reaſonable, and 
pitch'd upon Morobazus, the elder Brother, for the Viceroy ; let 
the Caun upon Eis Head; gave him his Father's Signe!-Ring, 
with the Royal Robe, (or the Samp/era as they call it) and com- 
mitted thc Menage of the Government into his Hands, till his 
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Brother ſhould come to take it himſelf. Bates was not long 
a coming, after he heard of his Father's Death ; and imme- 
diately upon his Arrival, Moncbazus, of his own accord, deli- 
ver'd up his Truſt. | 

While Izates was at the Fort of Spaſinus a eertain Jews/h 
Merehant, by Name, Ananias, having made an Acquaintance 
with ſome of the Court-Ladies, inſtructed them in the Knows 
ledge of the True God, according to the Rites and Cuſtoms of 
the cus. Theſe Women brought the Merchant to the Know- 
ledge of /zates; who converted him likewite to the ſame 
Perſwaſion, and upon great Importunities, kept him Com- 

any in his Journey to Adiabena, whether his Father ſent ta 
e him before he dy'd. It came to pals alſo at the ſame Time, 
that Queen Helen her {elf was converted to our Profeſſion by 
another Jew. ILzates, at his Return to Adiabena, was not a 
little troubled to ſec his Brothers, and others of his Kindred 
Priſoners there. He could not in Canſcience, either put them 
to Death, or keep them in Chains; and then he thought it 
might be dangerous on the other Hand, to ſet them at Li- 
berty, under ſuch a Provocation to a Revenge: ſo that he 
ſteer'd a middle Courſe, and ſent them away for Hoſtages, 
Father, Children and all; ſome to Roe, to Claudius Ceſar x 
others to Artabanus, the King of Parthia. 

When Izates began to find how much his Mother was de. 
lighted with the Zew!ſb Way of Worſhip, and Government, he 
reckon'd it now high Time for himſelf to make Profeſſion of 
what he was; and accounting upon the whole Matter, that 
he could not be a Thorough- Few, without being Grcumciſed, 
he reſolved to perfect the Work by initiating himſelf witn that 
Ceremony. His Mother taking Notice of it, did what ſhe could 
to divert him from it, for fear of the dangerous Conſequences 
that would follow upon it: © For, /ays ſhe, y our Subjects will 
* all fall off from their Allegiance, fo ſoon as they hear their 
King is gone over to another Religion, for they will never 
* endure a eu upon the Tyrone.“ This Diſſwaſion of his Mo- 
ther, put ſome Reſpite to the Execution of his Purpoſe : And 
in the mean Time, the King adviſed upon the Point with Ana- 
nias, who told him that he was abſolutely of bis Mother s Opi- 
nion, and threaten'd to leave him, if he went on with that 
Deſign: For, ſays he, fo ſoon as ever this ſhall come to be 


s known Abroad, I myſelf ſhall be the firſt, and the great- 


« ett Sufferer, as the Author of this Change, and fall under 
* the Notion of a publick Enemy, and a Seducer. Beſide that 
E Religion being an Act of the Heart, God may be worſhip'd 
as he ought to be, withaut the External Ceremony Of Circumets 


Hon 
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« fon, upon Condition of an abſolute Reſignation to the Pre. 
i cepts of Moſes, for that is the acceptable W orſhip ; the other 
being but a formal Reſpect of the Body, and God will diſc 
„ penſe with that Puntillo in a Caſe of fo abſolute a Meceſſi ty 
% when the Peace and Safety of your Dominions will be en. 
&* danger'd by the Obſervance of it.” This Way of Reaſoning 
wrought upon the King as the other wiſn'd it might. 
But it fell out that a While after, there came another Fer 
out of Callilee, Eleazar by Name, he was a learned, well- read 
Man in the Meſaicꝶ Laws, and a Perſon deſigu'd it ſeems for 
the final Determination of this Queſtion: For the King's Scru- 
ples were not quite out of his Head yet. This E leazar was 
brought to /zates, whom de found poring upon the Books of 
Moſes. Sir, ſays he, you do not know all this while how great 
an Injury you do to the Law, and con ſcquently to God ; for 
«© it is not enough to know his holy Jill, without ebeying his 
„ Commandments, How long do you intend to continue in a 
State of Uncircumciſt an? It you have not as yet met with the 
« Low that requires it, Pray read it now, to the End that you 


1 may know how great a Sin you have to anſwer for, in the. 


« omitting of it.” The King was ſo thioagaly poileis'd with 
what he ſaid, that without any more delay, he retir'd into a 
withdrawing-Room, and ſent for a Surg-on, hat did the Off 
fice immediately. The Mother, and Ananias the Directer. were 
call'd to take Notice of what was done, and never People in 
ſo frightful a Confuſion, © For the King's Government, aud 
«Perſon ; the publick Peace, and their own Heads (as the 
7 Adviſers) were all at Stake, they ſuid, if the People ſhould 
* Jour get the leaſt Inkling of it; for they would never endure 
« a Prince of another Religion. But God in his Mercy pro- 
1 better for them, by delivering, not only Iates himſelf 
out of great Perplexities, and in Truth, deſperate Extremi- 
ties; to ſhew that Piety and „ irtue Mall never pals unre- 
warded ; ; and that God will never forſike thoſe that caſt 
themſelves wholly upon his Providence and Goodneſs. But 
we ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak more of this hereafter, 
While the Qucen had ſtay'd long enough to {ce her Son ſet- 
tied in a peaceable Poſſeſſion of hiis Governm: nt, and to have the 
Reputation both at Home and Abroad, of a Prince highly in 
Favour both with God and Man, ſhe had a ber Mind to 
make a Viſit to Zeru/alem, for the Sik? of the famous Temple 
there that ſhe had heard fo mach Talk of, and to voii God, 
and offer-up Sacrifices in it, according to the Rules, and Uſage 
of the Place. Her Son was fo far from being againſt it, that 


he furniſh'd her with a vaſt Proviſion of Moncy, and all other 
; Necla ies 
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Neceſſaries. for her Voyage, and conducted her ſome Days 
Journey upon her Way. The Qzeern's coming to Jeruſalem was 
in a happy Hou: for the Citizens; for there was fo pinching 
a Famine in the Town, that the People periſh'd for want of 
Bread. Their Diſtreſs was no ſooner made known to this chari- 
table Queen, bur ſhe preſently ſent away ſeveral of her Train; 
ſome to one Place, ſome to another, to look about for Relief: 
So that in a ſhort Time there were brought in great Quanti- 
ties of Wheat from Alexandria; dry'd Figs from Cyprus, and 
the like, wich ſhe cauſed immediately to be diſtributed to the 
Poor, and got her ſelf immortal Honour by ſo doing. Her Son 
Izates alſo, upon Intelligence of this terrible Dearth, ſent 
prodigious Charities in Moncy, to the Governours of Feruſa- 
em for their Poor. But the Hiſtory of their Royal Bouaties 
to this City will be more proper for another Place. 
Ariabanus, the King of Parthia, had to do with a gowerfud, 
and a fadticus Mobility; and finding the Confprrators ſo Strong, 
and the Plot fo fir advanc'd againit him, that he durſt not 
truſt himſelf any longer in his own Kingdom, he reſvly'd to 

| apply himſelf to Izates, both for Advice and Aſſiſtance, if it 
might ſtand with his liking, and Convenience. So he drew 

together, of his Acquaintance and Rclations, a Matter of a 
Thouſand Perſons, and met Izates upon the Way. That is to 
ſay, he judg'd it to be IZzates by the Magnificence of his Train, 
and Equipage, for he did not know his Face. Upon advan- 
cing near him, he firſt ſaluted him after the Manner of the 
Country, with a Reverence which they call Adoration : and 

then made himſelf, and his Condition known to him in Words 
to this Effect. © Behold, /avs he, great Prince, your humble 

“ Supplicant, and do not deſpiſe an Object of your generous 
« Compaſhon. It hath been my Fortune tobe caſt down 
& from a Throne of Majeſty, into a private, and an obſcure 
“State, which hath forced me to have Recourſe now to your 
© Goodneſs for Succour, which I cannot deſpair of from a 
* Prince that fo well underſtands the Viciſſitudes of humane 
Affairs, and how ſoon my preſent Caſe may come to be 
* your own,as your preſent Degree of Elevation was formerly 
«© mine. Beſide the common Intereſt of all Princes in helping 
« one another; for the Succeſs of one Rebellion paſſes for a 
© Preſident, and an Encouragement to more, when People are 
* embolden'd by Succeſs.” Theſe Words were accompany'd 
with dejected Looks, and Tears. /zates came by this Time to 
underſtand that his Petitioner was no leſs then 4rtabanus ; 
and fo leaping down to him from his Horſe, he bad him re- 
collect his Spirits, and comfort himſelf with this Aſſurance, 

g 5 | that - 
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that the Wound was not incurable; and that Providence 
would put a ſpeedy End to his preſent Diſtreſs. *© Prince, 
„ ſays he, you may depend upon it, that you ſhall find a more 
« conſiderabl- Friend and Ally then perhaps you are aware 
« of; for I will either ſee you reſtor'd to your Crown, or ft 
ce will give you my own.” Upon theſe Words, Izates mounts 
ed Artabanus upon his own Horſe, and walk'd a-foot by his 
Side, in Acknowle ent of a Duty he dught to the great 
King. But Arfabanitts was ſo aſham'd of the Complement that 
ke {wore by all the Hopes he had of recovering his Fortune 
and Dignity, that he would diſmount unleſs the other would 
get up again, and go before him. Eates then in Complyance 
with his Reſolution, took Horſe again, and conducted him 
inte his Palace, with all the Honour and Deference that it 
was poſſible for one Prince to pay to another, He gave him the 
Preeedence in all Caſes, Private and Publick, and at all Col. 
lations, and Meetings; with a Regard ill to his former Great. 
neſs and Glory, and without any Abatement for his Change 
of Fortune: Conſidering that only as the common Lot of 
Mortals, and that what was one Man's Hap to Day might be 
another Man's To-morrow. | 

His Thoughts being now wholly taken up how to ſerve Au. 


tabanus he wrote a preſſing and an eſſectual Letter to the Par. 


thians, is call their King home again : Offering to engage him: 
ſelf upon his Honour for their Indemnity, and that all paſt 
Injuries ſhould be forgiven and forgotten, Their Anſwer was 
rather an Excuſe then a Refuſal, for they had given the Crown 
to another; one Cinnamus, they ſaid, fo that it was out of 
their Power to receive him: Beſide that the very Attempt of 
ſuch a Revocation would put all in a Flame. Now this ſame 
Cinnamus, being a Perſon very generous, juſt and grateful, 
in his Nature; and having received his Education under the 
Care and Direction of Artabauus, felt the Pulſes of the Nobi- 
lity, and gave this Anſwer, that let Artabanus come back 
when he would; he himſelf would become anſwerable for his 
Security and Reception. Artabanus made no Difficulty at all 
of venturing himſelf upon this' Aſſurance, and ſo went back 
again. Cinnamus met him upon the Way; did his Reverence 
in Form; and ſaluting him in the Style of X£ 7 NG, took the 
Crown off from his own Head, and placed it upon the Head 


of Artabanus. This was the Manner of his being reſtor'd to 


his Kingdom, by the Means of /2ates, after he had been forc'd 


cout of it by a Faction of his own People. Artabanus expreſs'd 


his Gratitude-to his Benefactor, by a Return of all honourable 
Duties and Reſpects. He gave him the Privilege of "ony 
ue 
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ſuch a Tiara, and of ſuch a Sort of Bed, as only the Kings 
of Parthia had a peculiar Right to uſe. He beſtow'd up- 
on him the Country of Ni/abis, formerly belonging to the 
Kings of Armenia; a large, and a fruitful Territory ; and fas 
mous, for the aneient City of Antioch ; afterwards called 
Mygdonia, that the Macedonians erected there. Theſe were 
the Acknowledgments that Hates received from Artabanus, 
in Conſideration of the good Offices he had render'd him. 
Artabanus dying ſome ſhort Time after, left his Son Varda- 
nes to ſucceed him in his Kingdom, who went preſently to Ra- 
tes to try if he could engage him in a War with him againft the 
Romans: But Izates was too well acquainted with the Strength 
and Conduct of thoſe People, to be drawn into a League a- 
gainſt ſo power ful an Enemy beſide that having five Sons 
train'd-up among them to learn their Language, and Diſci- 
pline, and his Mother a conſtant Woman at her Devotions in 
the Holy Temple, he had ſome Sort of Tye upon him, even of 
Honour, as wellas Di/cretion, not to Meddle. Now as he was 
utterly againſt it himſelf, he did what he could alfo to take 
off Vardanes, by harping perpetually upon the Topick of the 


| wonderful Strength, Courage, and Exploits of the Romans, in 


Hope to deter him from his Purpoſe by theſe frightful, bluſter- 
ing Stories: But ſo far was the Parthian from being diſcou- 
rag'd by big Words, that on the Contrary, he made War.im- 
mediately upon /zatcs. But as Providence was pleas'd to or- 
der the Matter, for the humbling of his Vanity, it had been 
much better for him to have let thatEnterprize alone. For when 
the Parthians came to find Vardanes ſo ſet upon a War with 
the Romans, they took their Opportunity to cut him off, and 
committed the Government to his Brother Gotarza, who a lit- 
tle while after was taken off by Treachery himſelf too, and his 
Brother Velogeſes ſucceeded him, who divided the Govern- 
ment betwixt his fwo Brothers by the Father's Side: Pacorus 
the Elder had Media; and Tiridates, the younger had Armenia. 
Monobazus the Brother of the King, together with the reſt of 
the Kin'red, taking notice of the exemplary Piety of /zates, 
with a Reſpect to God and his Worſhip, and the Bleſſings that 
attended it; and of the Reputation he had gain'd in the 
World upon the Account both of a virtuous Life, and of a 
Man happy to all other Purpoſes,they began to bethink them- 
ſelves of quitting the Religion of their Country too, after his 
Example, and of betaking themſelves to the Obſervance of 
the Fewi/h Manners and Cuſtoms, When the great Men of the 
| King- 
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Kingdom had got this in the Wind, they ſtomach'd it ſuffici. 


- ently, but kept their Malice to themſelves, to wait for an Op- 


portunity of taking their Revenge. So they wrote to Abias, the 
King of Arabia, and tempted him with large Promiſes of Mo- 
ney to make War upon their Prince, with an Aſſurance, that 
upon the firſt Encounter they would leave the King in the 

lain Field. He had abandon'd the Religion of his Country, they 
ſaid, and he ſhould nbt carry it off unpuniſh'd. Upon this, they 
ſtruck a League with tile Arabian, and preſs'd him to ſet about 
it immediately, without any more delay. Abias did as they 


deſir'd, and forthwith march'd away with a conſiderable Army 


againſt /zates. The main Bodies were no ſooner come within 


Sight of one another, but 7zates's Men according to their A- 


ement betook themſelves to their Heels as in a kind of 


pannick Conſternation, and without ever ſtriking a Stroke. By 
this Time IJzates found himſelf evidently betray'd ; but made 


his Retreat however without any Confuſion or Diſorder, into 


his Camp; where, upon a ſtrict Inquiry into the My/tery of 
this Deſertion, he diſcover'd it manifeſtly to be a Treaſon con- 
certed betwixt his People and the Enemy; detected ſome of 


the Conſpirators, and puniſh'd them according to their De- 
ſerts. On the Day following he fought bias, and routed him; 
made a great Slaughter of one Part of the Army, and put the 
reſt to Flight, following the King himſelf upon the Heel up 
to the Caſtle of Arſumus, which he took by Storm; rifled it; 
and carrying off a vaſt Booty, return'd in Triumph to Ag: 
abena. Abias prevented his being taken alive by Jaying vio- 
lent Hands upon himſelf. R 

But the great Men of Adiabena, notwithſtanding this Diſaps 
pointment ; and that Providence had laid them at the King's 
Mercy, would not give it over yet; but in a Supplicatory 
Letter to Vologeſiss, the King of the Parthians, beg'd of him td 
find ſome Way to rid them of /zates, by taking them into his 
own Protection, and appointing whom he thought fit of his 
own Nation to rule over them; for the King, They ſaid, was 
an Apoſtate from the Religion they were brought up in, and all 
the People hated him for it. This put the Parthian upon picks 
ing a Quarrel with IZates, though without any colourable Pre- 
tence in tkg World. The firſt Thing he did toward the Exe- 


cution of his Purpoſe, was a Revocation of all the Honours | 
and Advantages which his own Father bad conferr'd upon 


him, together with the Menace of an immediate War, if he 
ſhould but Gare in any Sort to diſpute his Pleaſure, This 
Meſſage gave IZates 2 great deal of Trouble upon ſeveral Ac- 
counts. It would have been a mean Thing, he thought to 
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be frighted into a Reſignation of the Privileges he was ſo du- 
ly polleſs'd of, and had ſo well deſerv'd: And then he knew 
very well again on the other Hand, that even in Caſe ofa 
Complyance, that Submiſſion would not avail him any Thing. 
So that ſetting one Thing againſt another, he came in the 
End to this poſitive Reſolution, that he would commit all to 
Providence; and in a full Dependance upon God's Aſſiſtance, 
he would caſt Life, Honour and Fortune upon the Iſſue of a 
Battle, In this Determination, he ſecur'd his Wives and his 
Children in a ſtrong Caſtle ; laid-up great Magazines and 
Stores of Corn, and other Nece//aries in the beſt Forts he had; 
burat and deſtroy'd all the Forrage and Hay round about 
him, and ſo ſtood firm, and.in a Poſture to receive the Ene- 
my. The Parthian had drawn together a mighty Army of 
Horſe and Foot ſooner then People could have imagin'd, and 
pitch'd his Tents upon the Bank of a River that parts Adi- 
. abena from Media: IZates encamping allo not far from thence 
with a Body of ſome ſix Thouſand Horſe. Vologeſus gave him 
to underſtand by a Meſſenger that he was now advancing a- 
gainſt him with the whole Force of the Empire from Bactra 
to Euphrates, to call him to an Account for his Ingratitude 
to his Maſter, and that it was not in the Power of the God 
he truſted in to fave him. Izates gave the Meſſenger this An- 
ſwer, that he, did not pretend to vie Numbers with him, but 
that he was under the Protection of a God that was not to 
be control'd by any humane Power. With this Return he 


| diſpatch'd away the Herald; and proſtrating himſelf upon 
| the Ground; his Head cover'd with Aſhes, and himſelf, his 


Wives, and his Children, Faſting and Praying, he called 
upon God as follows. © Bleſſed Lord, /ays he, whom ne- 
«yer any Creature lov'd and ſerv'd in vain ; Vouchfafe in 
& Mercy to look down upon thy Servant that hath now 
« wholly caſt himſelf upon thy Almighty Power, and infinite 
« Goodnels, and deliver him out of the Hands of his Ene- 
mies; Repreſs their preſumptuous Boldneſs; and not ſo much 
46 for my Sake, as for the Vindication of thine own Honour, 
& avenge thy ſelf upon them for their blaſphemous Outrages 
© againſt thy Almighty Power.” The Prayers and Humilia- 
tions of this good Man were ſo Remarkably heard and ae- 
cepted, that upon Intelligence the very ſame Night, of the 


* 
5 


! Dahe,and theSace(People of Scythia ) falling into Parthia with 


| | a ſtrong Army, and ravaging the Country now in the King's 


Abſence, Vologeſus was fain to draw offhis Army, and leave his 
Work undone, to encounter this Diverſion ; which was a moſt 
evident Indication of a divine Providence in 1zates's Favour. 
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This Religious Prince dy'd a while after in the 55% Yea! 
of his Age, and the 24th of his Reign, leaving four Sons Ii 
ving, but yet appointed his Brother Manobazus for his Succeſs 
Fer, as a juſt Acknowledgment of the Honour and Integrity of 
his Behaviour, in delivering up the Crown which he was poſ- 
Teſs'd of in Truſt, in the Abſence of Izates, upon the Death 
-of their Father. The Mother Helen could not but be infinite. 
1y afflicted for the Loſs of ſo dear and dutiful a Son; but it 
Was a great Eaſe to her Heart yet, to find that the Elder Bro. 
ther ſucceeded to the Government. So that the next Thing 
| The did, was to find him out and go to him. She return'd up. 
on this, to Adiabena, and did not long ſurvive her Son 1zates 
after it. Monobazus ſent the Bones of his Brother and his 
Mother away to Feruſalem to be depoſited in the Pyramids 
that ſhe had built there, being Three in Number, and a Mat. 
ter of three Furlongs from the Place. The Hiſtory of Mono. 
$2zus we ſhall have elſewhere. | 

While Fadus was in his Government of J7udæa, there was a 
kind of a Quack-1Magician, whole Name was Theudas ; a Fel- 
low that ſet up for a Prophet, and drew a huge Train of a 

| Rabble after him, upon a Pretence, that if they would follow 
him to the River Jordan, and take their Goods along with 
them; he would but give the Yord, and the Waters ſhould 
divide, and leave them a Paſſage to go over dry-foot. This 
Impoſtor had a World of Followers, but their Folly and Mad- 
nels coſt them dear, for Fadus turning looſe ſome Troops of 
Horſe among them before they were aware, there were many 
of them ki//'d; divers taken alive, and fo they return'd Tri- 
umphant to Jeruſalem, with the Head of Theudas for a Specta, 
cle. This happened when Cu/pius Fadus had the Adminiſtra- 
tion of 7udea. 5 
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| C34 FF. 
Tiberius Alexander ſucceeds Cuſpius Fadus. A great 
Famine in Judæa. James and Simon crucify'd. Cy- 
renius faxes Gallilee, Joſeph remov'd from the Pon- 
_ tificat, and Ananias ſet up. Cumanus ſucceeds Tibe- 
rius Alexander, The Death of Herod the Brother of 
Agrippa. He leaves three Sons; Ariſtobulus, Berni- 
clanus, and Hyrcanus. Claudius gives the Govern- 


* 


ment to Agrippa the Younger, 
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Iberius Alexander ſucceeded Fadus, the Son of that Alex 
ander who executed the Office of Alabarcha at Alexan- 
dria; the richeſt Citizen of his Time, and much a better Man 
then his Son ſeemed to be, who Apoſtatiz d from his Religion. 
The great Famine in Judæa that we have ſpoken of before, 
when the charitable Queen Helen put her ſelf to fo vaſt an Ex- 
pence for Corn out of Egypt for their Relief, happened in his 
Time. And it was at the ſame Time alſo, that Alexander 
cauſed to be crucify'd James, and Simon, the Sons of Judas 
of Gallilee ; who, while Cyrenius was Taxing Gallilee, lay tam- 


pering of the eus into a Defection from the Romans. 


Herod the King of Chalcis depoſed Jaſeph the Son of Cami- 
das from the Pontificat, and appointed Ananias the Son of 
Nebedæus to ſucceed him. Cumanus came after Tiberi 5 A. 
bkexander 5 and at the ſame Time, Herod, the Brother of A. 


grippa the Great, departed this Life, in the eighth Year of the 


Reign of Claudius; leaving three Sons behind him; Ariſto- 
bulus, by a former Wife; and Bernicianus, and Hyrcanuss 
by Berenice his Brother's Daughter; but the Government 


| was given by Claudius Cæſar to 1grippa the Younger. 


Under the Adminiſtration of Cumanus, there fell out a Se- 


dition at Feru/alem, that colt a great many eus their Lives, 


upon this Occaſion as follows, 


* a 
— * — —_— 


| | CHAP IV. | . 
The Feaſt of the Paſſover brings up vaſt Multitudes to 
- Jeruſalem: ſo that Cumanus ſer a Guard upon the 
Temple to prevent Tumults. A brutal Aﬀront of a 
Soldier upon the Temple; imputed to Cumanus. The 
Army order'd into Caſtle-Antonia. The People take a 
Fright, and Twenty Thouſand ſmother'd together in 
the Crowd. Cumanus tates his Revenge. The Books of 
Moſes found in the Pillage. A Soldier, in a Rage, 
tears them to Pieces. The Jews go in Multitudes to 
Cumanus for Juſtice, The Offender*s Head is ftruck- 
of, to prevent more Miſchief. 
Gggg 2 THE 
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HE Paſchal Feaſt, or the Jews Feaſt of Unleavened Bread, 
being now at Hand, brought up vaſt Multitudes of Peg. 

le to the Solemnity. - Cumanus thought it good Diſcretion, 
fer fear of any Diſturbance, to ſet a Company of Soldiers ſor 

a Guard upon the Temple ; ſufficient to quiet a Tumult, if any 

Diſorder ſhould happen: which was no more then what had 

been done by his Predeceſſors on the like Occaſion. Upon 

the fourth Day of the Fe/tival, a Soldier expos'd himſelf to the 

People quite naked, which put them into an outrageous Ex- 

elamation againſt the beaſtly Inſolence of the Aﬀront ; not 

fo much upon them, as upon God himſelf, to whoſe Honour 
this Feaſt was dedicated. And ſome among them that were 
bolder then the reſt, rail'd at Cumanus, as if the Soldier would 
never have done it of himſelf without his Encouragement, 
Cumanus was anger'd at the Heart, to ly under fo ſcandalous: 
a Reproach : But however, deſiring them in fair Words, not 
to do any Thing, at ſuch a Time and Place that might look 
like Sedition. But he quickly found that Gentleneſs would do 
no Good; for inſtead of being quieter, they fell harder up- 
on him then before.. He commanded the whole Army into 
the Caſtle of Antonia, which, as we have ſaid before, overlooks 
the Temple, The common People took ſuch a Fright upon 
the Advance of theſe Soldiers, that they ſhifted away as faſt 
as they could; and preſſing one upon another thorough ſeve- 

ral ſtrait and narrow Paſſages, ſo many of them were thrown 

. down, and trode under Foot-by. their own People, taking it 

to be the Purſuit of the Enemy, that there were Twenty 
Thouſand Perſons ſmother'd, and trampled to Death in the 
Croud : which turn'd the Fe//:val into a Day. of Mourning ; 
and quitting their Prayers and their Sacrifices, they gave 
themſelves up wholly to Outcries, and Lamentations, And 
all this Mi” hief from the Impudence of one beaſtial Soldier, 
This Calamity was hardly over, but it was follow'd upon 
the Heel with another, For ſome of thoſe that had *ſcap'd 
Jqueezing in the Preſs, and got a Matter of a Hundred Fur- 
longs from the Town, finding a certain Domeſtick of the 
Emperour's travelling upon the high- Way, whoſe Name was 

Stephen; they aſſaulted him, ſtript him, and took away all 

he had. The Report of this Robbery coming to Cumanus, he 

preſently ſent away Soldiers to the Place where it was com- 
mitted, with Orders to rifle all the Villages thereabouts, and 
to bring.away..ſome of the principal Inhabitants Priſoners. 

In the Heat of the Pillage, and Havock, there was a Soldier 

there had the Fortune to light upon the Books of Hoſes, _—_— 
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other Plunder. He brought them out, and when he had 
d, ſtorm'd and rag'd like a Madman, againſt, both the Laus 
o. themſelves, and the whole Nation of the Jews, he tore them all 
n, to pieces in the Face of the People. The Story of this Inſo- 
or lence and Contempt, was no ſooner brought to the eus, but 
L. they immediately gather'd together in Multitudes, and went 
d with their Complaint to Cumanus, who was then at Cz/area, 
MN deſiring him to do them Right upon the Rioters, not as in a 
* private Injury, but in the Cauſe of God himſelf. The Govers 
x. our durſt not deny them Juſtice, for fear of a popular Revolt: 
ot, but upon Advice with his Friends, had the Criminal's Head 
Jy ſtruck-off for the Violation of the Law, and ſo put a ſtop to 
re the Progreſs of another Tumult. | 


t, e N 
CHAN 
AIOnarrel betwixt the Jews and the Samaritans. Seve» 
ral Gallileans /lain ; and the Jews animated to take 
up Arms. They chuſe Eleazar for their Leader, The 
Mutineers are touted ; and the Multitude unruly. The 
Samaritans complain of the Jews to Numidius Quadra- 
tus. for burning their Villages. The Jews caſt it upon 
- Cumanus. Quadraius finds the Samaritans guilty of 2 
Riot. Another Hcaring at Lydda. Several Jews 
Pit to Death Ananias and Ananus ſent bound ta 
Hd | Several Samaritans and Jews ſent to be iry'd 
by Czſar: Time and Place appointed, and the Jews 
in danger to be overboru with Power. Agrippa makes 
Agrippina their Friend. Claudius hears both Sides 
Himſelf. The Samaritans are condemn'd to die. Cuma- 
nus baniſh'd: Celer dragg'd to Death in the Streets. 
Ciaudius Felix ſent Governcur into Jud xa. He does 
great Honcur to Agrippina. Druſilla marries Azizus. 
Mariamne marries Archelaus, Drufiila and Azizus 
part. Felix in Love with Druſilla He makes Simon 
the confident of his Paſſion, Druſilla quits both Re- 
ligion and Husband, and marries Felix. Agrippa 
d and his Wife burryd under Veſuvius. Berenice 
s. - ſuſpected of Inceſt. Berenice and her Husband part. 
er Mariamne leaves Archelaus for Demetrius. he 
| .Gg88g 13 Death 
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Death of Claudius Cæſar; ſiſpectea to be Poyſor'd, 
Agrippina the Daughter of Germanicus. Domitiug 
Enobarbus, her firſt Husband. Domitius, afterwards 
Nero, by Claudius's Adoption. By Meſſalina, he had 
Britanicus, and Octavia. He cauſes his former Wife 
Meſſalina to be put to Death for Jealouſy. His 

. Daughter Antonia by Petronia marry'd to Nero. A, 
grippina bent upon advancing of her Son. She Eng 
gages Burrhus and the great Officers for Nero. Ne. 

to proclaim'd Emperour. Jhe New Emperour Poy. 
© ſons Britanicus, He murders his own Mother; puts Oct. 
avia to Death, &c. {he Death of Azizus, King of 
te Emezenes. Flis Brorher ſucceeds him. Nero 
gives the leſs Armenia to Ariſtobulus, and Part o 
Gallilee to Agrippa, with the Government of Tiber. 


1 


28, Tarichæe, and Fourteen Villages more. 


A Fter this was over, there was another Controverſy ſtarted 
& betwixt the Samaritans and the Fews and upon this Oc- 
caſion. It being uſual for the Gallileans to travel by the Way of 
Samaria to Feruſalem, upon the Celebration of their Fe/?ivals, 
they happen'd to paſs one Time by a Village called ais, un- 
der the Juriſdiction of Samaria, and ſituated in the great Plain, 
where there fell out a Quarrel betwixt the Pa//ergers, and the 
Villagers, and ſeveral of the Gallileaus were lain. Some of 
the Chief among them took this Affront in ſuch Indignation, 


in Hand to aſſert their Liberties. Slavery, as they told them, 
was at beſt, ſcandalous, and troubleſome; but when that 
Servitude is accompany'd with Arbitrary Injuſtice, it be- 
comes altogether intolerable. The Magiſtrates did what they 
could to make Things ſmooth and eaſy, and undertook ſo 
far for Cumanus, that he ſhould give them Satisfaction upon 
the Authors of this Tumult. But the People were deaf to all 
Terms of Pacification: Nothing but Arms would ferve their 
Turn, and they made Choice of Eleazar the Son of Dineus, 
to Head them. This Eleazar had been for ſeveral Years a 


on the Spoil, particularly Ravaging up and down in Samaria 
with Fire and Sword, Cumanus, being given to underſtand 
the preſent Poſture af Affairs, drew out ſome Squadrons of 
Horſe from Seba/te, and four Companies of Foot, with a Body 


—— 


that they animated the Jews to take up Arms, and with Sword 


HTountaineer ; and one that made it his Profeſſion to live up- 


of 


r 
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of the Samaritans in Arms, and ſo advanc'd upon the cus: 
kill'd them a great many Men, and took more Priſoners. 
This Condition was now fo hopeleſs, and forlorn, that 
the beſt Men among them, for Sobriety, Senſe, and Quality, 
betook themſelves to Prayer and Humiliation in Sack-Cloth, 
and Aſhes, for the averting of thoſe dreadful r 
hung over their Heads: not omitting at the ſame Time, 
ſuch popular Arts and Arguments, as were maſt likely to 
bring the Multitude to better Reaſon. As for Example. They 
ſet before them the Deſolation of their Country; the burn- 
ing and demoliſhing of their Temple; the enſlaving of their 
Wives and Children, to profane Nations; and begging of 
them upon the whole Matter, as ever they lov'd their Coun- 
try, their Lives, Liberties, Families, Laws, and Religion, to 
betake themiclves to more moderate Councils for the Future; 
and fairly go back again to their own Houſes ; lay down 
their Arms, and be quiet. This Way of Reaſoning brought 
them fo tar to their Wits again, that the common People 
flipt away, and the Tumult diſſolv'd; the Rovers returning 


to their old Quarters and Trade again; from which Time 


forward 7udæa became a Neſt of Thieves. TR 
The Heads of Samaria went now in a Body to * Numidius 
Quadratus, the Covernour of Syria, (being then at Tyre) with 
a Complaint againſt the Zews for firing and rifling their Vil- 
lages: which they were not ſo much troubled at, they ſaid, 
upon their own Account, as for the Encroachment upon 
the ſovereign Authority of Rome, which had ſingly and ſole- 
ly the Cognizance of Cales of that Quality: Bui theſe Peo- 
ple, they ſaid, ran burning and rifling up and down, 
and took upon themſelves to be their own Judges, as if the 
Roman Magi/tracy had been no more then a Cypher, This was 
their Caſe, they ſaid, and they came to their Governour only 
for Juſtice, * When the Samaritans had told their Tale, and 
{et forth theirGrievance, the Fews on the other Side, turn'd the 
whole Blame, both of the Riot, and of the Combat, upon the 


Plaintiffs ; but laying the main Streſs of the Charge upon Cu- 


manus, who had been brib'd, they ſaid, into a Connivance 
at a molt notorious Murder, Quadratus, upon this Accuſati- 
on, and Reply, adjourn'd the Hearing ; telling both Parties, 


that he would go into Judæa himſelf, and upon a perfect 


knowledge of the whole Truth, paſs Judgment accordingly; 
ſo that there was nothing more done at this Time. Quadratus 
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Salmaſius ſhows that it ſhould be read Umidius Quadratus. See his 
Auntoations upon ius Spartianus. 
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went & little after this, into Samaria, and upon hearing the 
- Cauſe, found the Samaritans guilty of the Riot. He was in. 
f>rmed likewiſe of a Practice among the Jews to raiſe x 
Commotion, and cauſed ſeveral Priſoners that Cumanus had 
taken into Cuſtody, to be put to Death. He went from 
© thence to Lydda, a Burrough that might paſs for a Conſide. 
rable City; where he heard the Samaritans Caſe once over 
again; and underſtanding from a certain Samaritan that one 
Drotus, an eminent Jeu, with four more of his own Tribe, 
had encourag'd the People to an Inſurrection, he cauſed them 
all to be put to Death: But as for Ananias, the Higb-Priæſ, 
and Ananus the Captain, he ſent them bound to Rome, to an- 
wer for themſelves before Cæœſar. He ſent alſo into 7zaly, 
the Chief of the Samaritans, and the Jews, with Cumanus the 
. © Governour, and Celer, a Tribune, in Order to the Deciſion | 
of all their Controverſies before the Emperour. After this, | 
he went to Feruſalem for fear of new Broils there; but find.  .. 
ing all Things in Peace and Quiet, and the Jews fo wholly t 
intent upon their Worſhip and Sacrifices, that they minded 
nothing elſe, he let them alone in the free Exerciſe of their 
Profeſſion, and went back to Yntioch. | | 
Cumanus and the Samaritans, being now come to Rome, they 
were order'd to appear upon the Day and Place, ſet for their 
Trial, having made ſo great an Intereſt before-hand with the 
Freemen, and Friends of Czſar, that they would probably have 
carry'd the Caule, if it had not been for Agrippa the Younger, 
who was at that Time at Rome. This Agrippa finding the Jews 
in Danger to be oppreſs'd by Power, made Application to 
Agrippina the Wife of Claudius, with earneſt Importunities tio 
reſs her Huſband for a fair, and an indifferent Hearing ; 
and for Juſtice upon the Criminals whoever they ſhould be 
found to be. Claudius was ſo far prevail'd upon by this Inter- 
ceſſion, that he heard both Sides in Form; and finding upon 
the whole Matter that the Samaritans began the Tumult, Judg- 
ment paſs'd againſt the Plaintiffs : So that they were con- 
demn'd to die; Cumanus to be baniſh'd, and Celer the Tribune, 
to be carry*d to Jeruſalem, and dragg'd to Death thorough 
the Streets, in the Face of all the People. Claudius Felix, 
the Brother of Pallas, was then ſent Governour into Judæa. 
This Prince, in the twelfth Year of his Reign, beſtow'd 
upon Agrippa the Tetrarchy of Philip, and Batanea, with Tra- 
chonitis and * Abila, which had been formerly the Tetrarchy 
| . of 
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inthe Seek Abeila, yet Abila ſecms to be the true reading. See 
Berielius's Notes upon Steph. Sant. p. 9. 0 
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of Lyſantas : But he took away Chalcis from him, when it had 
been four Years under his Government. This young Man, af 
ter all theſe Grants and Bounties, conferr'd upon him by Gee 
far, marry'd his Siſter Druſilla to Azizus, King of the Eme- 
?nes, Who was now become a Few, She had been promiſed 
before to Epiphanes, the Son of Antiochus, upon his Promiſe to 
embrace the Jewiſh Religion: but upon his Refuſal to come o- 
ver, the Match brake-otf. As for Mariamne, another of the 
Siſters, he marry'd her to Archelaus the Son of Chelcias, to 
whom ſhe had been contracted ſome Time before, by her Father 
Agrippa ; and he had by this Lady, a Daughter called Berenice, 
It was not long after this, that Druſiila and Azizus were 
parted, and it happen'd thus. Druſilla was look'd upon to 
be the greateſt Beauty of her Time. Felix the Governour of 
Judæa, thought her fo, and fell paſſionately in Love with her. 
So he call'd Simon his particular Friend to him (a Few of Cys» 


prus, and one that had the Reputation of a famous Magician) 


and gave him in Confidence the Story of his Amour, with In» 
ſtructions to try if he could get her off from her other Huſband 


to marry him, who would certainly make her the happieſt 


Creature under the Heavens, Druſſilla, finding herſelf very 
uneaſy under the reſtleſs Importunities of her Sitter Berenice, 
unadviſedly entertained the Propoſition ; renouncing her Keli- 
gion as well as her Huſvand, and marry'd Felix, by whom ſhe 
had a Son called Agrippa, who, in the Days of Titus Cæſar, 
and in the Prime ot his Youth, together with his Wife, were 
both bury'd under a fiery Eruption from the Mountain YVeſue 
vius, which we ſhall have Occalion to ſpeak of hereafter. 

As for Berenice, ſhe liv'd a Widow ſome conſiderable Time 
after the Death of Herod; who was both her Huſband, and her 
Uncle, but filling under a ſcandalous Report of an inceſtu- 
ous Familiarity with her Brother, ſhe bethought herſeif of 
the moſt decent Way how to wipe- off that Slander, which 
was by getting Polemon the King of Cilicia to turn Few, and 
take her to his Wife, which would paſs for a Confutation of 
the Rumour. Polemon ſwallow'd the Bait, and for the Fore 
tune's Sake, marry'd the Woman. But Berenice being a Lady 
that did not love to have her Appetite reſtrain'd, quickly 
parted with her Huſband ; and he, at the ſame Time, with his 


Religion, Mariamne grew as weary of Archelaus too, and 
chang'd her Bedfellow for Demetrius, the moſt eminent jeu of 


Alexandria, as well for Extraction, as Eſtate; and at that 
Time Alabarcha of this Place, By this Huſband ſhe had 


| Agrips 
Or Chief Governour of the Fews in Alexandria. See Turnebus's 
Adverſaria. J. 20. e. 125. 
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Agrippinus'; of whom we ſhall ſay more in due Time and 

1 La | 

Claudius Ceſar reigned thirteen Years, eight Months, and 
twenty Days, and then dy'd ; not without a ſtrong Preſumpti. 
oh of being poiſon'd:by his Wife. She was the Daughter of 
Germanicus the Emperogr's Brother. Her firſt Huſband wag 
Domitius nuobarbus, one of the greateſt Men in Kome, who 
deceaſed and left her a Widow; in which State ſhe continu'd 
a-goad while, till Claudius marry'd her. She had a Son by 
Domitius, that was called after his Father's Name, which was 
afterwards chang'd for Nero, upon Claudius's adopting him in- 
to his Family. This Emperour had a former Wife, whole Name 
Was Meſſalina, by whom he had Children, Britanicus, and 
Octavia. This Meſſalina he put to Death upon a Jealouſy ; but 
for his Daughter Antonia, whom he had by Petronia, à for. 
mer Wife, and the eldeſt Child he had, he marry'd her to 
Mero, which was the Name he gave to his adopted Son. 

- Agrippina's Heart was ſet upon the advancing of her own 
Son to the Empire; and therefore, as the Story goes, ſhe con- 
ſulted the Death of Claudius, and the fecuring of the Succeſſion 
ta Nero, both at the ſame Time, for fear Germanicus ſhould in- 
terpoſe, and ſupplant him. She had gotten Burrhus, Captain 
of the Guards; the great Officers, Tribunes, Friends and Favcu- 
rites, all in Readineſs immediately upon Claudius's giving up 
the Ghoſt, to carry Nero to the Soldiers, and proclaim him 
Emperour. This they did; and this being done, his firſt Ex- 
ploit after his Elevation, was the ſecret poiſoning of Britani- 
cus; Which was follow'd not long after, with the barefac'd | 
Murder of his own Mother, in Requital, both of the Life ſhe 
had given him, and for the Empire alſo that ſhe had procur'd 
him. He put his Wife Octavia to Death, and divers Perſons 
of the firſt Rank for Integrity and Honour, upon ſenſeleſs and 
fiftitious Pretences of Plots againſt his Perſon, But we have 
had the Hiſtory of Nero over and over fo often already, that 
there needs no more be ſaid upon the Subject: Some are as ex- 
travagant in the fulſome Extreme of Panegyrique, and Flattery, 
as others in the contrary Exceſs of Rage, and Prejudice; and 
the Truth loſt betwixt them, which is an Intemperance not 
to be endur'd in an Hiſtorian : But I do not ſo much wonder 
at theſe Falſities in the Caſe of Nero, when I conſider that be- 
twixt Partiality, and Prepoſſeſſion, without any Intereſt in 
the Good or Bad of the Story, the World hath as little heede& 
the Matter of Fact in the Lives of his Predeceſſors. But for 
| thoſe 


= See £yckius's Notes upon Tacitus, p. 398. 
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1 | thoſe People that do not care what they write, let them 
avrite what they think fit, ſince that Liberty pleaſes them. 
For my own Part, my Bur neſs is Truth upon the Main, 
where true or falſe is the Queſtion ; and Brevity where any 
Thing falls-in by the By. But as to what concerns our own 
ation, I ſhall be very particular and plain, without either 
reh our Misfortunes, or palliating our Miſtakes. 
To return now to my Text, Azizus, the King of the Eme- 
ſenes, dy'd in the firſt Year of Nero, and his Brother ſucceed» 
ed him; and Nero gave the Le/5 Armenia to Ariſtobulus, the 
Son of Herod, King of Chalcis. He gave alſo to Agrippa, 2 
Part of Galilee, ſubjecting likewiſe Tiberias and Tarichee to 
his Government; with an Addition of Julias beyond For- 
dan, and of fourteen Villages more under that Juriſdiction. 
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Judza infeſted with Robbers, and Impoſtors. Felix 
breaks his Word and ſeizes Eleazar. Dora of Jeruſa- 
lem in great Credit with Jonathan. Nero agrees with 
Dora, to have bim made away. Jonathan ſtabb'd by 
Rufhans. The Country haunted with that Way of Prac- 
tice. A falſe Prophet draws the People after him. 
The Rabble routed, but the Prophet eſcapes. A Dife 
pute bet wixt the Cæſarean and the Syrian Jews. Te 

Incendiaries taten up, and whipt. I hey fall to Blows, 
Felix turns the Soldiers upon them. Agrippa gives the 
High-Prieſthood zo iimacl. Jhe High- Prieſts divide 
from the other Prieſts. {hey walk. with a Guard; 
tale away their Tychs, and ſtarve the Reſt. 


T Hing went every Day worſe and worſe now in Judæa: 
and the Land was quite over-run with Robbers, Impo- 
ſters, and Seducers, that drew the People after them in Shoals, 
though there hardly paſs'd a Day but Felix truſs'd up ſome or 
other of the Gang; as Eleazar, the Son of Dinœus, anda Cape 
tain of a conſiderable Band among them, for one, whom he 
got alive into his Hands by downright Breach of Faith ; for 
Felix gave him a ſolemn Invitation to come over to him up- 
on the Parole of a Man of Honour, that he ſhould be ſafe and 
free to all Manner of Purpoſes ; but the Thief truſted the Go- 
vernour, and the Coverucur betray'd the Thief; for he ſent him 
away 
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away preſently in Chains to Rome. Felix could not endure 
Jonathan the High-Prieſt, for he would ſtill be minding him of 
His Male-Adminiſtration, and that all publick Miſcarriages 
- would be laid at his Door; beſide the diſobliging of his Friends 
that recommended him to the Government. Felix took all 
good Counſel of this Kind for Reproach, and therefore caſt 
about with himſelf how he might get quit of theſe ungrateful 
Importunities ; for wicked Men do not love to hear often of 
their Faults. As he was thus bethinking himſelf, it came in 
his Head that there was one Dora of Jeruſalem, a Man that 
was Jook'd upon to be much in Credit with Jonathan: So he 
tempted this Dora with the Promiſe of a conſiderable Sum of 
| Menke if he could get Jonathan diſpatch'd out of the Way; 
is there were Bravo's enow to be had for ſuch an Exploit. Dora 
undertook the Commiſhon, and by this Means the Bus'neſs 
was brought about. There was a certain Crew of Ruffians with 
privy Daggers under their Coats, that went up to Feru/a/em, 
as ſo many Pilgrims, or at leaſt under Pretence of Devotion; 
Theſe Blades intermixing themſelves in Company with 7519+ 
hans Train, took their Opportunity, and ſtabb'd the High- 
Prieſt in the Croud, and fo came off without ever being call'd 
to an Account for that ſacrilegious Murder. This Impunity 
rov'd ſuch an Encouragement to other Villanies of the like 
ind, that the ſame Pretence and Diſguiſe was made Uſe of 
afterward, upon ſuch Feſtival Occaſions, to the cutting of 
Throats, whether for Money or for private Revenge, or upon 
what other Conſideration ſoever ; and this not only up and 
down in ſeveral Parts of the City, but in the very Temple ite 
ſelf, as if the Holineſs of the Place were to be a Protection to 
ſo execrable an Impiety. And now what Wonder is it, af. 
ter the Practice and Sufference of ſuch abominable Profana- 
tions and Pollutions, for God in his. Wrath to deliver up his 
City, and his own Houſe into the Hands of the Romans, to 
be purged with expratory Flames ! The whole Nation of the 
Fews, with their Fives and Children to be condemned to Mi. 
fery and Bondage, to bring them to a right Application of 
the Providence, and fo to ſanctify the Affliction to them! 

W hile the Thieves and Murderers were at Work in one 
Place, there were Magicians and Impoſtors as buſy in another, 
the Multitude following them in Droves, into Solitudes and De- 

ferts, to ſee the Signs and Miracles they promiſed them; but 
they paid dear for their Curioſity, for they were preſently tak- 
en-up by the Order of Felix, and Divers of them put to Death. 
There came at the ſame Time a certain Perſon out of Ægypt 
to Jeruſalem, letting up for a Prophet, and inviting the com- 
. | — mon 
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mon People to follow him up to the Top of Mount Olivet, 
ſome five Furlong from the City, for when he came thither 
he would but ſay the Word, he ſaid, and they ſhould ſee the 
Walls of Jeruſalem fall flat to the Ground, and make Way 
for them to enter the City thorough the Ruins. When Fe- 
lix came to hear of this Adventure, he made his Soldiers 
ſtand to their Arms; and breaking in upon them with Horſe 
and Foot, routed the Rabble, kill'd four Hundred upon the 
place; rock two Hundred alive; but the Egyptian that led 
them was not to be found. | 
The Thicugs were now tampering the People yet once a- 
gain into a Rebellion againſt the Romans; notwithſtandin 
their late Defeat. The Toke was intolerable, they ſaid, Why 
did they not ſhake it off ? And at this Rate they went railing 
gp and down from Place to Place; burning and Pillaging 
all that would not join with them. 1 | 
There fell out another unlucky Squabble at the ſame Time 
too; betwixt the C ſarean eus and the Syrians, upon the Que- 
ſtion of ſome certain Privileges. The Fews claimed a Prece- 
dency in the Right of their Xing Herod as the firſt Founder of 
that City: which the Syrians did not deny: but not of the 
Tower of Sitraton ; they ſaid, which was originally the Nameof- 
the Place, before ever any Few had ſet Footing there. When 
the Report of this Controverſy came to the Knowledge of the 
neighbouringGovernours, they cauſed the lucendiaries on both 
Sides to be taken up, and whipt, which for a While put ſome 
Stop to the Tumult: But the Town eus, after all this, valuing 
themſelves upon their Wealth, fell ro vilifying and reproach- 


ing the Syrians with foul Language; who returned it again 


upon the 7ews, having ſeveral Soldiers among them to ſupply 
with Confidence what they wanted in Matter of Eſtate : So 
that giving the Fews as good as they brought, the Brawl pro- 
ceeded from Words to Stones, and from thence to Blows, till 
in the End ſeveral were kill'd and wounded on both Sides, 


but the Fews kept the Field. When Felix found that this 


Controverſy was already advanced to a little Kind of War, 
he preſs'd it with great Inſtance to the eus, that they would 
let fall the Diſpute ; but when he ſaw Words would do no 
Good, he ſent armed Troops among them, who kill'd a great 
many of them; but took more Priſoners, and gave the Sol- 
diers the rifling of ſeveral rich Houſes for their Booty. The 
modeſter, and the more honourable Part of the Fews, for 
ſear of worſe Conſequences, went to Felix, and begged of 
him to call off his Soldiers, before it went too far, and while 
they had Time to bethink themſelves and repent, a 
| | King 
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EKing Agrippa, at the ſame Time, gave the High-Prie/thood 
to //macl, the Son of Phabeus ; and the High- Prieſts then. 
ſelves began to divide from the other Prieſts, and the Go. 

. vernours of Jeruſalem every Man taking à Guard along 
with him of the boldeſt, and the riioft ſeditious Fellows be 
could pick-up ; railing, and throwing Stones one at another, 
and no more Care taken to keep the Peace then in a down. 
right Vacancy of the Adminiſtration. Nay ſuch was the 
Impudenee of the Higb-Prieſis, that they ſent their Servants 

up and down into Barns to take away the Prieſts Tithes + 
Inſomuch that the poorer Sort of that holy Order periſh'd 
for Want of Bread. Thus it was, and thus it muſt be where 
Tn gets the upper Hand of Js 


" beox 


- CHAP. VII. 


The Cefarean Jews complain to Cæſar of Felix. His Bro. 
tber Pallas obtains his Pardon. Beryllus gets a Man- 
dat for wisfranchiſing the Jews. Judza over-run with 

. Vagabonds. An Impoſtor 7nvergles the Multitude 
into the Hilderneſs. Feſtus deſtroys both Leader and 

Followers, Agrippa builds a Palace that overlooks 
the Temple. The Jews grumble at it, and run a Wall 
betwixt them to hinder the View. Feſtus orders the 


© Cxfarabout it: And ſo they ſent ten eminent Citizens, 
with Iſmael, and Chelcias, as their Commiſſi toners. 
The Empreſs Poppza ſets all right with Nero, and 


ficat transferr'd to Joſeph, 


F Elix, b eing now remdved from his Government, and Por- 
cius Feſtus ſubſtituted by Nero in his Place, ſome of the 
principal Cæſarean eus made a Journey to Rome together, to 
accuſe Felix: And without all Peradventure they had cruſh'd 
him to Death, for the Violence and Injuſtice of his Behaviour 
toward the Jews , if his Brother Pallas, who was at that Time 
in great Favour with Nero, had not obtained his Pardon. 
There were two eminent Syrians of Cæſarea, who by a migh- 
ty Sum of Money made ſuch an Intereſt with Beryllus, Tutor to 


Nero, and his Greek Secretary, that he got the Emperonr” s Let= 
ters 


Wall zo be taken down. The Jews got Leave to move 


keeps Chelcias and Iſmael for Hoſtages. The Pont 
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ters mandatory to Cæſarea for the disfranchiſing of the cus, and 
abrogating all the Privileges that they pretended to within 
that City ; which Privileges had been hitherto in Common, 
both to Jews and Syrians, This was granted him without 
any Difhculty ; and that Grant was the Root of all the Cala- 
mities that afterward befel us: For the Cæſarean Fews would 
never be quiet after this Letter, till it came to a direct War. 

When Feſtus came into Judæœa, he found all in Deſolation 
and Diſtreſs; the Country laid Waſte ; the People forced from 
their Habitations ; their Houſes expos'd to Fire and Pillage, 
and all at the Mercy of a brutal Rout of vagabond Free- boot- 
ers, that ravag'd up and down there in great Numbers at 
Pleaſure. Theſe Robbers were called Sicarij from Sica, or 
the ſhort Sword they wore ; a Weapon bending toward the 
Point, and betwixt a Perſian Scymeter, and the Roman Fau- 
chion. With theſe Weapons they did terrible Execution by 
thruſting themſelves into Crouds upon great Days, when 
the City was throng'd under a Colour of Religion; and dif- 
patching whom they pleas'd in that Confuſion, without any 

Difficulty, or Danger of Diicovery. But other-whitles again 


| they fell barofac'd with Fire and Sword as into. an Enemy's 


Quarter, and carry'd all before them. 
There was in thoſe Days a famous Seducer with a long 
Train of a credulous Rabble at his Heels, whom he had de“ 
Juded into an Opinion, that if they did but follow him into 
ſuch a Wilderneſs, no Harm ſhould ever befal them: But 
Feſtus, with a Detachment of Horſe and Foot, put a Stop to 
the Proceſſion, and deſtroy'd Maſter and Diſciples altogether. 
King Agrippa cauſed to be erected near the Porch of the 
Royal Palace at Feruſalem, belonging formerly to the no- 
xean Family, a (ately magnificent Fabrick. It ſtood upon an 
Eminence, with a noble Proſpect into the City, and was fo 
contrived that the King, out of his Bed-Chamber could fee eve- 
ry Thing that paſs'd in the Temple, which was a Thing he took 
reat Delight in. But on the other Side, the principal Men 
among the Jews were as much offended at it. For according 
to our Laws, we do not allow of any Lookers-on upon our 
holy Rites and Ceremonies, and more eſpecially our Sacrifces : 
So that for Prevention Sake, they ran up a High- Wall before 
the Seats that incloſed the inward Part of the Temple toward 
the Weſt, which did not only blind the View from the King's 
Bed-Chamber ; but there was no Sight neither of the Galleries 
dee Druſius de Tribus Sectit Judæorum. I. 2. c. 24. 
Al. Qäamonæ an. | 
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to the Veſtuard on the other Side of the Temple, where the 
Roman Guards us 'd to ſtand upon High- Days for the Security 
of the Place. The King took this very ill, and Feſtns worſe , 
Inſomuch that he order'd the Wall to be taken dowr again, 
The Citizens made Anſwer, that their Lives were not ſo dear 
to them as their Temple; and therefore they humbly. deſired 
Time and Leave to ſend ther Deputies to Cz/ar about it, be- 
Fore any Thing ſhould be put in Execution. This Liberty 
being granted them, they ſent to the Emperour ten eminent 
Citizens, with Iſmael the High-Pric/t, and Chelcias the Trea- 
ſurer of the Terhp/e, as their Commiſhoners, Nero did nat 
only paſs over what they had done, but efſectually qualifyQ 
it in permitting them to continue the Vall as it was. This 
Boon was granted them upon the Interceſſion of the Empreſs 
Poppœa, a pious Woman, in Favour of the cus. The ten 
Deputies were allow'd to come back again, but Poppæœà de. 
tained Chelcias and Jſinael as Hoſtages. When Agrippa came 
to underſtand what paſs'd, he transferr'd the Pontificat tg 
Joſeph, otherwiſe call'd Cabis, the Son of Simon, formerly 
High-Prieſt. | 98 C 
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Feſtus dies und Albinus ſucceeds him. Agrippa diſcharges 
| Joſeph, and puts Ananus in his Place. A fierce bloody 
Sadducee. Ananus calls a Touncil, and cites James 
| the Brother of Jeſus, to appear before him upon a Charge 

| e Blaſphemy, &c. and they are ſentenc'd to be ſton'd, 
Aibinus writes a threatning Letter to Ananus, Agrip- 
pa puts him from the Pontificat, and gives it to Jeſus 
the Son of Damnzus. Agrippa enlarges Cæſarea- Phi. 
lippi, and calls it Neronias. He builds a glorious 
Theatre at Berytus. He takes the High- Prieſthood 
rom Jeſus the Son of Damnæus, and gives it to Jeſus 
the Son of Gamaliel. Coſtobarus and Saul had their 
Bravo's ſtill at their Heels. Geſſius Florus ſucceeds Al- 
binus. Privileges allow'd to the ſinging Men of the 
Tribe of Levi. Another Sort of Levites, contrary to Law. 
he Temple finiſhed. The Jews petition for Leave to 
repair the Porch, and Agrippa refuſes it. A Deſcrip- 
tion of the Horch. The Higi-Prigithood — 
3. 1 | rom 
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from Jeſus the Son of Gamaliel, to Jeſus the Son of 
Theophilus. The War betwixt the Romans and the 

Jews. The Original, and Number of the High- Prieſts. 
Aaron, the firſt of the Order. T he Succeſſion, Here- 
ditary. From Aaron 10 Phanaſus, eighty three in 
Number. Jhe Government at firſt, Ariſtocratical, 
next Monarchial; and then, to the Yule of Kings. 
qY he Hiſtory of the Pontificat. 


Fr F being now dead, Nero gave his Government to AI. 
binus. Agrippa, at the fame Time, gave Fo/eph his Quie- 
/s tus, and elevated Ananus, the Son of Ananus to the Pontiß- 
p cat in his Stead, This 41dnus, the Father, was look'd up- 
on as otie of the happieſt Men Living: for he had five Sons 


- that came ſucceſſively to the Pontiſicat after him, which no 
10 Man alive could ever ſiy but himſelf, The uanus we are 


7 now ſpeaking of, was naturally fierce and hardy; by Sec a 
* Sadducee, the moſt cenſorious and uncharitable Sort of Peo- 
8 ple upon the Face of the Earth, as we have faid* elſewhere. 
— This being his Way and Opinion, he took his Opportunity 

in the Interval betwixt the Death of Fe/7us ; and the Arri- 
; val of his Succeſſor Albinus (who was as yet but upon the 
JT) Way) to call a Council together with the Aſſiſtance of the 


'y Judges, and to cite Zames the Brother of Jeſus which was 
ef called Chri/?*, with ſome others, to appear before them, and 
. anſwer to a Charge of Blaſphemy, and Breach of Law ; where» 
L upon, they were condemn'd, and deliver'd up to be ſtoned. 
L This was fo ſurpriſing a Way of Proceeding to all the ho- 
Jo neſt and conſcientious Part of the City, that they preſently 
8 ſent the King private Notice of it as a very ill Thing done: 
{- with a Requeſt that Ananus might have a Check for it, and 


a Caution never to do any ſuch Thing again for the Future. 


ö 

; Others were ſent with an Account of it to Albinus, who was 
: then upon his Journey to Alexandria: Repreſenting it as an 
- Uſurpation and Enctoachment upon his Authority ; for 
f without his Conſent it ought not to have been done. A/6;- 
- nus took this ſo heinouſly, that he wrote an angry mena- 


2 eing Letter to the High-Prieſ# upon it; and King Agrippa 

at the End of three Months remov'd him from the High- 
Prieſthood, and gave it to Feſus the Son of Damnæus. 

Albinus was no ſooner come to Ferufalem, but he apply'd 

7 himſelf with all poſſible Care and Diligence, to the quieting 

of the Province, and began the Work with cutting- off the 
4 Reovbers, Ananus the High-Prieſ?, at the ſame Rate made him- 
| H h h h. | ſelf 
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ſelf ſo popular by his Affability and Bounty, that he became 
every Day more and more the Darling of the People; (till ply. 
ing Albinus, and the High. Prieſt with Reſpects, and Preſents : 
But he had a Company of lewd Servants about him, that join- 
ing with others as bad as themſelves, went ranging about 
from one Barn to another; and forced away the Prieſts Tithes 
from them, beating and wounding thoſe that refuſed to deli. 
ver them. There were other High-Prie/ts alſo with their Ser- 
vants, that did the ſame Thing too, for there was no body 
to controul them: The Prieſts being ready to //arve all this 
while, that had nothing but their Tenths to live upon. 
The 7 hieves ſlipt themſelves into the City one Night upon a 
Holiday-Eve, and ſurprized the Secratary of Eleazar, an Army 
Officer, and the Son of Ananias the High-Prieſt. They took 
him alive; bound him, and carry'd him away ; and then 
ſent Ananias W ord, that if he could get 4/binus to diſcharge 
half a Score of their Companions that he had then in Cuſto- 
dy, the Secretary ſhould be ſet at Liberty. The Neceſſity was 
fo preſſing that Allinus could not well refuſe the gratifying of 
Ananias under the preſent Circumſtances ; though the Grant - 
ing of this Requeſt proved of very ill Conſequence i in the End. 
For when the High- way Men had found out this Way of com- 
pounding their v ilaniés, they were never without one Inven- 
tion or another to ſecure ſome of Auanias's Relations for 2 
Pawn, which they never parted with but for ſome of their own 
Comerades in Exchange. By this Way of Menage they 
grew bold and ſtrong, and laid the whole Country deſolate. 

King Agrippa had now enlarged Cæſarea-Philippi, and given 
it the Name of Neronias in Honour of Nero. He built alſo at 
Berytus, a moſt magnificent, and coſtly Theatre,. which he 
endow'd with a vaſt Sum of Money for the Celebration of the 
Yearly Shows, and the Diſtribution of Doles of Corn and Oil 
among the People, in ſuch a Proportion by the Head. He 
cauſed the City alſo to be beautify'd and adorn'd all over, | 
with Curioſities of Statues, and Pictures, and ſuch a Collec- 
tion of antick Pieces, and Originals, from the Hands of the 
greateſt Maſters in their ſeveral Kinds, that this Town was, 
in Truth, bur the Store-houſe of all that was rare and preci- 
ous in the Kingdom: But by this Way of taking from bis 
own People to gratiſy Strangers, and of beggering the one 
to the Advantage of the other, he utterly loſt himſelf in the 
Hearts of his Subjects. 

He took away the Pentificat from TFeſus the Son of Dams 
neus, and gave it to 7ejas the, Son of Gamaliel which cre- 


ated ſuch a Feud between them, that they hardly walk'd the 
| Streets 


ther Sort of theſe Levites, that officiated in the Services of 
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Streets without a Crew of ſwaggering Ruffians at their Heels; 
railing and huffing ſtill at one another as they met: Some- 
times with hard Words, and ſometimes it came again to 
Stones; but Ananias, that had the mo/# Money, got conſe- 
quently the ſtrongeſt Party. 

Coſtobarus, and Saul, being both of the Blood Royal, and 
nearly related to Agrippa, had a very great Intereſt too, and 
each of them a Band of Bravo's at his Beck to execute his 
Commands, and to fight his Quarrels. They were natural- 
ly inſolent and rapacious, where they had to do with poor 
People that they might trample upon. From this Juncture 
it is that we may date the mortal Declenſion of our Common- 
Wealth, which from this Time forward went on {till from 
bad to worſe. 

When 4lbinus heard that Geſſius Florus was coming to ſuc- 
ceed him, he had no better Way, he thought, to ingratiate 
himſelf with the Fews, then to do Juſtice upon the People 
that he had in Cuſtody. So he cauſed all the Priſoners to 
be brought before him, and. upon Examination of Matters, 
proceeded againſt them according to their Demerits : put- 
ting to Death thoſe that were manifeſtly guilty of Capital 
Crimes, and diſcharging the reſt that were in only for Miſ- 
demeanours, upon Fine and Ranſome. This was a Way 
to clear the Priſons, and like wiſe to ſtock the Country with 
an Encreaſe of Thieves. | 

Thoſe of the Tribe of Levz, that officiated in the Temple as 
Singing-Men, beſought the King, and prevail'd upon him, to 
call a Cœuncil, and to grant them the Uſe of the Linnen-· Stole, 
a Veſtment peculiar to the Prie/fs ; and ſuggeſting that ſuch 
a Conceſſion would ſtand upon Record as an Act of Grace to 
the King's eternal Honour. This Requelt of theirs was heard 
and granted in Form and Manner as they deſir'd it, and the 
Singing-Men permitted to wear the Stele. There were ano- 


the Temple, and theſe were likewiſe allow'd, promiſcuuufly, 
to ſerve in the Quality of Singers, Now all this was direct- 
ly againſt our National Laws and Cuſtoms, which were ne- 

yer abandon'd but with a Judgment upon the Violation. 
The Building of the Temp/e being now over, and a Matter 
of eighteen Thouſand Workmen that hed nothing to live up- 
on, but their Labour, ready to ſtarve for Want of Employ- 
ment; the People not caring to have Money lie by them for a 
Prey to the Romans, and out of a Deſire to make ſome Proviſi- 
on for them (for if they wrought but an Hour they were ſure 
of their Wages) propoſed the repairing of a Building cn the 
| | BHhhilz E aft 
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Faſt Side of the Temple; which overlooking a deep narrow 
Valley, was ſupported by a Wall of four Hundred Cubits 
High; the Stones ſinooth Wrought, and white, and every 
Piece twenty Cubits in Length, and ſix in Depth, being the 
Work of Solomon, the firſt Founder of the Temple. But A. 
grippa, that was entruſted by Claudius Cz/ar, with the Re- 
pairing of this glorious Structure, computing with himſelf 
how much eaſier it was to deſtroy ſuch a Work then to re- 
build it; eſpecially a Work that would take up ſo much 
Time and Money as that which was now propounded, he did 
not think fit to comply with this Deſire of the People; bur 
if it might content them to beautify the City by paving the 
Streets with white Stone, he ſhould not be againſt it. | 

This Prince took away after this, the Z:gh-Prie/thood from 
Jeſus the Sen of Gamuliel, and gave it to Matthias the Son 
of Theophilus ; and in his Days began the War of the Ko- 
mans againſt the Jews, 

It will be proper for me in this Place (with a reſpect to the 
Work I have in Hand) to give ſome Account of the Original 
of High-Prieſts ; the Qualifications neceſſary for thoſe that are 
to be admitted into this Function, and the Number of thoſe 
that were advanced to this Dignity as far as to the End of this 
War. The fr of the Order was 4aron, the Brother of Mo- 
fes ; and after his Death, his Children ſucceeded him; and fo 
the Honour deſcended in Courſe to his Family : And this 
Cuſtom of Hereditary Succeſſion prevail'd ſo far with our Fore» 
fathers, that none but thoſe of the Blood of Aaron were accoun- 
ted capable of that holy Office; not excepting even Kings 
themſelves. From Aaron to Phanaſus, who was declared Highs 
Prieſt by a Faction in a Time of War, there were eighty three 
in Number : Thirteen of them officiating in that Station from 
rhe Time that Aeſes erected a Tabernacle to God in the Deſert, 
to their Entrance into Fudæa, where King Solomon built and 
dedicated the Holy Temple. For at firſt there was no ſucceed- 
ing to the Portifica?, but by a Vacancy upon Death, whereas it 
came to be a Practice, afterward, to introduce another while 
the former was yet living. Thele thirteen Perſons deſcending 
from the tue Sons of Aaron ſucceeded to their Honour in their 
Turnus. The Form of Government was at firſt Ariſtocra- 
tical ; after that, Monarchial ; and the next Tranſition was 
to the Title of Kings. From the Time of Moſes's carrying 
us out of the Land of Ægypt to the Building of Solomor's 
Tempic, we reckon upon fix Hundred and twelve Years. 

After 


— 
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After the thirteen High-Prieſts above-mentioned, there 
follow'd eighteen more in four Hundred ſixty ſix Years, ſix 
Months, and ten Days, in Succeſſion one to another, under 
the Government of Kings. Computing from King Solomon, 
to the Days of * Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon ; when he 
march'd up to Feruſalem and took it; burnt the Temple, 
and carry'd away the whole Nation, together with Jozedeck 
their High-Prie/t, Captives. 

After a Captivity of ſeventy Years in Pabylon, Cyrus, the King 
of Perfia, diſmiſs d the Jews Home again, with Leave to re- 
build their Temple; Jeſus, the Sen of Fyzedech, exerciſing at 
that Time the Function of High-Prieſt. After bim, came f- 
teen more of his Poſterity, that ſucceeded him in the lt ame Dig- 
nity, but in a popular Way of Government, till the Time of 
King Antiochus Eupater, which was fore four Hundred and 
fourteen Years, when this ſame Autiochus, with his General 
Ly/zas took away both the Dignity and Life of Gnias, other- 
wile called Menelaus. at Berytus: put by his Son from the Suc- 
ceſſion, and ſet-up 7acimus, the High. Prieſt, in his Place; 
one of the Race of Aaron, tis true, but not of the Pontig- 
cal Family, Wherefore 0nigs, the Son of Onias the Deceaſed, 
went away into Zgypt, and inſinuating himſelf into the good 
Opinion of Ptolemy Philometor, and of Cleopatra his Wife, 
prevail'd upon them to build and dedicate a Temple to God 
at Heliopolis, in Imitation of that at Jeruſalem, and to con- 
ſtitute him Figh-Prieſt there, of which Temple we have ſaid 
enough elſewhere already: Jacimus dy'd at the End of 
.three Years in the Execution of the Pontifica! Office without a 
Succeſſor ; fo that there was a Vacancy in the Poniificat for 
feven Years. But after the Revolt of the Jews from the A- 
cedonians, the Dignity was transferr'd to the Family of the 
Aſinonæœans, and Fonathan preferr'd to the Pontificat, which 
he enjoy'd for the Space of /ever Tears ; and then being ta- 
ken off by the Treachery of T7yphcn, his Brother Simon was 
promoted to his Place; and upon his being afterward a//a/- 
ſinated by his Son- in-law, at a publick Entertainment, his 
Son Hyrcanus ſucceeded him, who held it for the Space of 

ne and thirty Years ; and then upon his Death, it went to 
his Son Judas, otherwiſe called Ariſlobulus, who was the firſt 
that took upon him the Name and Quality of A777 and af- 
ter one Years Reign, left his Brother Alexander, Heir and 
Succeſſor both to the Pantificat and to the Kingdom : In both 
which Capacities he adminitter'd for the Space of /even and 
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twenty Years ; and then departing this Life he tranſmitted the 
Regency to his Wife Alexandra, with Authority to diſpoſe of 
the Pont?ficat to which of the Brothers ſhe pleas'd ; and ſhe 
gave it to Hyr#2nus, who enjoy'd it for the nine Years that 
ſhe reign'd; But upon her Death, Ariſtobulus the younger 
Brother, made War upon him; overcame him, and reduced 
Him to the Condition of a private Man ; aſſuming both the 
Kingdom and the Pentificat to himſelf, 'which he held for 
zhree Years, and juſt as many Months, When Pompey, up- 
on the taking of Jeruſalem, carry'd away him and his Chil- 
dren Priſoners to Rome 3 and Hyrcanus being reſtor'd to the 
Pontificat, accepted alſo of the Principality, but not under 
the Title of King; enjoying the High-Prie/thood three and 
gwenty Years more, beſide the ether nine before ſpoken of. At 
the End of this Term, Barzopharnes, and Pacorus, great 
Men, and Generals for the Parthians, paſs'd the Erphrates, 
and made War upon Hyrcarnus ; took him alive, and car- 
ry'd him away a Priſoner ; advancing Antigonus the Son of 
Ariſtabulus to the Crown, who, in three Years and three 
Months after, was taken in 7eruſalem by Herod and Sofrus 2 
and then by the Command of Anthony, put to Death at fn» 
rioch. 

Herod having now received the Kingdom from the Ro» 
mans, made no longer any Scruple of chuſing the H:gh-Prie/ts 
out of the Aſmonæan Race; but conferr'd the Honour indif- 
P upon Perſons, though never ſo obſcure, provided 

ey er! in Holy Orders ; ſaving only in the Caſe of A- 
Il bulks, for he made Choice of him, being.the Grandchild 
of Hyrcanus, that was taken by the Parthians, and the Bro- 


ther of his Wife Mariamne, to ingratiate himſelf with the 


People, who had the Memory of Hyrcanus in great Venera- 
tion. He was, in fine, ſo generally well-belov'd, that He- 
rod grew jealous of im, and drown'd him at Jericho by a 
Contrivance, ſwimming in a Fißb- Pool as we have ſaid here- 
tofore. After this Time, he would never confer the Ponti- 


. ficat upon any of the Aſmoncan Family. His Son Archelars + 


took the ſame Meaſures tov, and ſo did all the Pemans after 
him, that came to be Cobernours of the Province. From 
the Days of Hercd, in fine, to the burning of Jeru/a%m and 
the Temple by Titus, there were in all, eight and twenty 
Hich-Priefts, that govern'd in the wheale for the $ Space of 


42 Hundred and ſruen Years ; ſome of them under Herod and 


Archelaus, his Son. Put after their Neath, the Government 
Was Ariftocratica!, 2 and the Soverciguty Ic dg” d in the Ponti. 
ficat, of which we have ſpoken fut ficiently already. | 
| GH AP. 
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” I Gcfſius Florus ſucceeds Albinus, the Husband of Cleopa- 
1 tra. Florus worſe then Albinus. The Character of 
, Florus. The beginning of the War. - The Hiſtory of 
g the Jews, from the Creation of the World. to the 
12th of Nero. Joſephus promiſes the Hiſtory of the 
. ar, | 


8 Efſius Florus the Succeſſor of Albinus, to the Government 
of Judæa, by the Appointment of Nero, was the Man 
that made the Fews perfectly miſerable. He was by Birth a 
Clazomtenian, and the Huſband of Cleopatra, whom he brought 
along with him; a Woman every Jot as bad as himſelf, It 
was by her Intereſt in the Empreſs Poppea, that he obtain'd 
this Dignity, which he abuſed afterwards to ſuch a Degree, 
that the Fews would have accounted it a Bleſſing if they 
could but have chang'd him for .{/5:nus again; for though 
he had as much Malice and Miſchicf in him as his Heart and 

Head would hold; he carry'd it as cloſe and private as he 
could yet: Whereas Florus, on the contrary, made an open 
Profe ſſion and Oſtentation of his Wickedneſs ; as if it had been 
the Bus'neſs of his Commiſſion to undo the Nation. He was 
rapacious beyond Meaſure ; inexorably cruel, and ſo infatia- 
bly covetous, that where there was any Thing to be gotten, 
much, or little, nothing came a Amiſs to him. He went 
Shares with the Thieves, which gave a Kind of Authority 
to the Trade, when they knew beforchand they could com- 

pound the Robbery for ſuch a Part of the Booty. The Op- 
preſſion, in fine, was ſo intolerable, that the miſerable eus 
were forced to abandon their Habitations, their Country, 

and their Altars, and to fly for Sanctuary to the moſt bar- 
barous of Strangers. But without any more Words, it was 
Florus alone that forced us upon a War with the Romans, 
in a- Reſolution rather to fall altogether, then to periſh one 
by one, with Infamy and Scorn. It was in the fecond 

Lear now of F!;-us's Government, and the twelfth of Nero's, 
when the War began; and whoever has a Mind to be par- 
ticularly inſorm'd in the Hiſtory of what he did and ſuffer'd 
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thorough the Courſe of that War, ſhall but need to read o. 
ver thc Books we have written upon that Subject. 

I am now come to the End of my Antiquities, and to the 
Beginning of my Hi/tory of We Wars ; the Antiquities I have 
drought down from the Creation of the World to the twelfth 
Year of the Reign of Nero, in an Hiſtorical Deduction of what 
Had befall'n the Fews thorough ſo many Ages: As in Ægypt, 
and Syria ; what they ſuffer'd under the ¶ Mrians and Baby, 
tonians how they were treated by the Perſians and Macedo- 
zians ; And how, laſt of all, by the Romans. I have allo 
given an accurate and an orderly Account of the. conſtant, 


and continu'd Succeſſion of our High- Prieſis for the Space 


of two Thouſand Years. And ſo likewiſe for the Deſcent of 
our Kings, and the Courſe of other Forms of Government, 
as they ucceeded one after another; their Powers, Admini- 
ſtration, and Affairs: All which I have faithfully extracted 
from the Authority af 5% Writ, as I promiſed at the firſt 
Entrance upon this Work. And [ ſhall be bold to ſay this 
further, that no Man living, myſelf excepted, whether Jeu, 


or Stranger, could have given the Greeks ſo juſt, and ſo 


Punctual an Account upon the whole Matter, as I have done. 
For without Vanity, my own Country-men will allow m 
ro be as well read in the Moſaical Law as any Man. Ph 


then for my Skill in the Greek Tongue, I have ſtudy'd = 


Grammar, and the critical Proprieties of it as much as ano- 


ther ; but for the Nicety of the Accent in the Perfection of 


8 it, the ſpeaking of ſeveral] Languages, is a 
hing that our People neither practice, nor value; but look 


upon it as a Kind of a profane Study common to Slaves as 


well as to Freemen. The only Wiſdom and Learning, in fine, 
that we reckon upon, is a due Application to the Knowledge 
of our Laws, and the holy Scriptures, and a right Under- 
ſtanding of them; an Excellency that ſome two or three 
perhaps of all that ever offer'd at it, have ſucceeded in to 
their Honour and Satisfaction. 

It will not be Amiſs now at laſt, I hope, to fy ſomewhat 
of myſelf: That is to ſay, of my Family, and of the Adti- 
ons of my whole Life; while there are People yet living, ei- 
ther to witneſs the Truth of Things, or to diſprove me. Sq 
that I ſhall now put an End to my Antiquities, as they are 
here + in twenty — and xy 7. houſand 2 

An 


1 Þ The Hiſtory of the Few:ſb Wars was publiſhed in Fe/Paftan's Time, 
logs —_ the Antiquities were writ. Ste |, 18. c. 2. V. de Hiſi. 
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o. And I do intend further, God willing, to draw up a 
"  fhort Relation of the whole War, from the Beginning, to 
this very Day : being in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of 
Domitian, and of My Age the Six and Fiftieth. I have pro- 
pounged alſo to write of the cuiſo Opinions, in four Books 
concerning God Himſe lf and his Nature ; and likewiſe of our 
Laws, why ſome Thingsruare permitted by them, others for- 
bidden. P | 
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l ſyppoſe he means that ſhort Account of his own Life, which was 
Wrir by * of Appendix to this xxth Book of Antiquities. See Valeſi- 
us upon Euſebius. p. 47, 48. for which Reaſon it might be piac'd next 
in Order. | 83 8 . 

® If we point the Words in the Original otherwiſe, they may be ac- 
cording to Epiphanius Scholaſlicut, tranſlated thus: 1 hawe propounded al- 
fo to urite of the Jewiſb Sets in four Haas; of God himſelf and his I 
ture ; and of our Laws, why ome Things are allaw'd by them, and ethers 
forbidden. | 7 . n » 
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Have faid enough already in my Fewiſh Antiquities 
1 (molt excellent Epaphroditus) to put it out of all Poubt, 
that the Jews are a very Ancient People ; and a Nation in- 
debted ohly to themſelves for their Original ; beſide that they 
have kept up their Claim from the Beginning, to this very 
Pay. This is no more then what J have. made undeniably 
Appcar in a juſt Hiſtory of ive Thouſand Years, drawn from 
the Authority of holy Writ itſelf: and all this roo li: ele yet, 
either to ſecure the Author of that Piece from Calumny, and 
Refroach, or the whole Story at Length, from the Vanity 
of a Fable. For, ſay they, if the Race of the 7erws were ſo i- 
luſtrious as Fo/ephirs makes it, how comes it that none of the 
Greek Hiſtorians of the beſt Credit, ever took any Notice of 
it? New this being the Caſe, I cannot do myſelf a more 
neceſſary Right, then in the firſt Place, with all poſſible Bre- 
vity, to Confute and Correct my malicious Enemics : Se- 
condly, to Inform and Inſtruct the Ignorant : and Thirdly, 
| to 
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to lay open indifferently to all Lovers of Truth, the naked 
State of the Matter. As for myAuthorities, I ſhall make uſe of 
none but Men of an undeniable Reputation among the Greek 
Writers: and for thoſe, that have either ſpitefully, or igno- 
rantly traduced Me, or my Writings, I ſhall overthrow their 
Pretenſions out of their own Months. I ſhall likewife ſhew 
how it come to paſs, that the Greeks, in General, have made 
ſo little Mention of us: and then for the reſt, in Particular, 
that they either know nothing at all in Reality, or at leaſt 
pretended to know nothing at all of the Matter in Que- 
ſtion. | 

There are a Sort of People fo ſuperſtitiouſly addicted to the 
Greeks, that they make them the only Oracles to be conſults 
ed for the Faith and Credit of Hiſtory, to the Contempt and 
Diſparagement of all other Men and Nations. Now I cannot 
but infinitely wonder at the Confidence of the Dablers in 
Antiquities in theſe Caſes, where both Reaſon and Fact are 
directly againſt them. Wherefore we are not to govern our» 
ſelves by this, or that Man's Opinion, but by the Weight and 
the intrinſrck Value of the Thing itſelf, As for the Greeks, 
I ſee little or nothing among them that is not Novel, and of 
Ye/terday, as we ſay ; either in their Buildings, Arts, or Laws 
and, in fine, the very Uſe of Hiſtory is but of late Date a- 
mong them: Whereas by their own Confeſſion, the Z2yprie 
ans, Chaldzans, and Phenicians (to ſay nothing of ourſelves) 
have from Time to Time recorded and tranſmitted down to 
Poſterity the Memorials of paſt ages; in monumental Pil. 
hrs and Inſcriptions, according to the Advice and Direction 
of the wiſeſt Men they had, for the perpetual Memory of all 
publick Tranſactions of Moment, and to the End that no- 
thing might be loſt ; beſide that theſe People, living in a 
clear Air, the very Climat- contributed to the preſerving of 
theſe Antiquities from Corruption and Decay; which was 
quite otherwiſe with the Gr-eks, in both Reſpects, either of 
Duration, or of Order and Appointmgnt. "op 

Tt is natural enough for thoſe that ſet up new States, or 
Societies, to fancie themſelves the greateſt Maſters of that Ge» 
con under the Sun. Now as to the Greeks Skill in Letters, 
they came not only late to the bare Pretence, but they are not 
at this very Hour come up to the perfect Underſtanding of ne 
Matter. The Antiquity they bolt of, looks no further back- 
ward then to the Phenicians :and they value themſelves upon 
the Reputation of having had Cad for their firſt Maſter: 
But fo far are they from being able to produce, either in their 
Temples, or pablick Regiltries, any one Autheatick A 
8 | | 5 
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of theſe Times; that when it came after ward to be a Queſtion, 
whether the Uſe of theſe Letters was ſo much as known ay 
the Time of the Trejan War, it was carry'd in the Negative, 
that there were no ſuch Characters then in Being. It is moſt 
certain, that there is no Greek Manuſcript Extant that dates be. 
fore the Poem of Homer: and it is likewiſe as certain, that 
the Trojan War was over, before that Poem was written, 
Nay, and it will not be allow'd neither that Homer ever com. 
mitted this Piece of his to Writing at all; but it paſs'd up 
and down like a kind of a Ballad-Song that the People had got 
by rote; till in the End Copies were taken of it from Dictates 
by Word of Mouth; which was the true Reaſon of ſo many 
Contradictions and Miſtakes in the Tranſcripts. - 

As for Gadmus the Milaſian, Acuſilaus, and other Creeks, that 
afterwards put in for H:/torians ; theſe were all but very little 
before the Perſians Inroad into Greece. And ſo for Pherecydes 
of Syros, Pythagoras, and Thales ; who were the firſt among 
them, that ever Philoſophiz'd upon Divine and Celeſtial Mat. 
ters; they do all unanimouſly. own the Zgyptians and the 
Chaldeans for their Maſters ; and for the little that we find pab · 
liſh'd in writing upon that Point, however it may have the 

Reputation of ſome Antiquity ; yet whether theſe Men were the 
Authors of it or not, remains to this Day a Queſtion. 

. How unreaſonable.a Thing is it for the Greeks now, to aps» 
propriate to themſelves, not only the ſole Knowledge of An- 
tiquity, but a Preference likewiſe before all others for Men of 
hiſtorical Faith, Candor, and Credit! Nay, is it not Evi- 
dent, on the Contrary, from their own Works, that the 
Hiſtory they deliver is not ſo much Matter of Fact, as Con. 


jeciure and Opinion; and that every Man writes according to 


his Fancy? Their Authors ſtill claſhing one with another 
and impoſing upon the World inconſiſtent Reports, at'the 
ſame Time, of one and the ſame Thing. 

It would be tedious, and Time loſt, to run thorough all the 


Diſagreements betwixt Hellanicus and Acuſilaus, in the Mat- 


ter of their Genealogies ; the Differences betwixt Heſiod and 
Acuſilaus ; or to thew how many Times over and over E- 
phorus hath given the Lye to Hellanicus ; Timeus to Epho— 
rus; thoſe that came after Timæus, to Timæus himiclf; 

and, in fine, all, to Herodotys. | | 
Neither does Timers agree any better with Phi.5/tus, or Cal. 
lias, in their Sicilian Hiſtories : neither do the Hiſtorians of 
Athens and Argos accord any better then the reſt, but fail foul 
one upon another. Now, in one Word, what hiſtorical 
Agreement are we to expect from the Reporters of private 
| Actions 


on 4a „„ ty A 


3 8 W = —_ } FF 


ook I. v in Ass vA 20 Aviod, n 1213 
actions and Adventures, when even in the Courſe and Nar- 
ration of the Perſian War, the moſt celebrated Authors are 


at Variance among themſelves! Nay, the Truth and Cre- 
dit of Thucydides himſelf is call'd in Queſtion upon ſeveral 


ve 5 ky 

of Occaſions, though the moſt cautious, candid, and untainted 
e MH:/torian of the Age he wrote in. ** 
Lat There may be many Reaſons: given for this claſhing a- 
n, Mmong the Greet Authors, if a Man would but apply himſelf 


to the finding of them out. Bur the two Points that I lay 
the principal Streſs upon, are theſe. Firſt, the failing of the 
ot MGrecks in not laying a timely Foundation of Hiſtory in Re- 
os Mcords and Memorials, to conſerve. the Memory of all great 
yy Actions: For without theſe monumental Traditions, Poſterity 

is left at Liberty to write at Random; and to write Falſe too, 
at without any Danger of being contradicted in the Hiſtory of 
le former Times. Now this Way of keeping publick Regilters 
er {WM hath been neglected, not only in other Parts of Greece; but 
ig Nit was never heard of, even in Athens itſelf, where the Peo- 
t. ple paſs by the Name of Earth-born, with a Reſpect to their 
ie Original; and value themſelves above all others, both for 
„ WM Antiquity, and Letters. Draco's penal Laws are univerſally 
2 allow'd an Antecedence to all other of their Writings, though 
ie bearing Date but a little before the Tyrant Pifiſtratus. And 
what ſhall we ſay now to the Arcadians, that ſet up for a Pri- 
ority of Pretenſion too, and yet came later to the Uſe of Let - 
ters then any of the reſt ? 7 | 

Now. there being no Lights, or Authorities Extant, for a 
Guide to thoſe that were deſirous to learn, or to ſet others 
Right, that went either innocently, or maliciouſly, out of 
their Way: How was it poſlible, but Hiſtorians muſt be di- 
vided and confounded among themſelves! Eſpecially when 
Truth is made the leaſt Part of their Bus'neſs; how fairly ſo- 
ever they may profeſs and pretend to the Contrary. They 
write, in Effect, for poplular Applauſe; and if they can but get 
the Reputation of good Orators, no matter for diſcharging 
the Part of honeſt Men. Some write meanly for Fancy, or 
Humour, without any Regard of Juſtice to the Story. Others 
upon the Panegyrick, and currying Favour with great Men; 
and there are ſome again that ſpend their Time ia Calumni- 
ating the Writings and the Pertbns of thoſe that went before 
them : which is all contrary to the Rule and Office of an 
Hiſtorian. 

It is the infallible Mark of a true and genuine Hiſtory, 
when ſeveral Writers agree in the ſame Thing, Time and 
Place: But the Greeks, in eroſſing one another, made that 
| Diver- 
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Diverſity an Argument of Truth, If the Queſtion betwixy 
them and us, were Choice of Words, or Delicacy of Style 
we ſhould never diſpute the Precedence with them ; but 10 
Matter of Fact, and Antiquity it is quite another Caſe. | 
The gyptians and the Babylonians are known to have been 
very diligent, and exact of Old, in the marking of their Ac, 
counts, and Annals, This Way of regiſtring among the 
Egyptians, was the Prie/ts Province; who töok a great deal 
of Care and Pains, in the Diſcharge of that Duty. The Cal. 
deans did the fame Thing with the Babylonians ; and thy 
Phenicians, intermingling with the Greeks, inſtructed them 
alſo in the Uſe of Letters for the Government of Life, and the 
upholding of publick Traditions. But this being acknoy. 
ledg'd on all Hands, more Diſcourſe upon it in this Place 
would be necdleſs. So that I ſhall only content myſelf tg 
ſhew briefly, that our Forefathers provided at leaſt as well for 
the ſecuring of this Order and Regulation, if not better, then 
any that went before them; in charging the High-Prieſts, 
and the Prophets with this Commiſſion : And we have kept 
up the Practice with great Integrity, to this very Day: Nay 
if I might ſpeak a bold Word, I durſt almoſt Pronounce that 
it ſhall never fail. For there was not only Care taken fron i 
the Beginning, to make Choice of Men of exemplary Piety 
and Virtue, for this Function; (over and above that they Mt 
were ſet apart alſo for the Service of the Altar) but a Provili. iſ 
on was likewiſe made for preſerving the Sacerdotal-Race 
untainted with any prophane or adulterate Mixture; for no 
Man is qualify'd for the Office of a Prieſt, whoſe Mother was 
not of a Prieſtly Extraction: And therefore without any Ré- 
gard to Wealth, or Honour, whoever pretends to the Prieſt: 
hood muſt prove his Deſcent in a right Line by a Multitude 

of Witneſſes. | | 
And this holds not only in Judæa, but wherever our People 
are diſpers'd over the Face of the whole Earth: As in Ægypt, 
and Babylon; and all over the World, in fine; where our 
Prieſts make it a Point of Con{cience only to intermarry with 
their own Tribes. In this Caſe; they fend from the Father 
to Feruſalem, the Name of the Woman they have a Mind to 
marry ; with a Draught of her Pedigree, well and ſufficiently 
atteſted. But in a Time of War, (which many Times falls 
out) as for Inſtance in the Days of Antiochus Epiphanes, Poms 
pey the Great, and Quintilius Varus; and particularly within 
our own Memory: In this Cafe the Surviving Prie/ts reform 
and ſupply the old Regiſters; compoſe new Ones, and put 
the Women that are left, to the Scrutiny of a ſtrict Exami- 
Uatton. 
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nation. The Prieſts marry no Captives for fear of contract- 
ing a foreign Mixture: and there can be no clearer Proof 
of their Integrity, then that the Names of all our Prieſts, in 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion, from Father to Son, have now 
ſtood upon Record throughout a Tract of two Thouſand 
Years. If- any one Man among them falſifies, or prevart- 
cates, he is preſentiy forbidden the holy Altar, and depoſed 
from the Exerciſe of his Function. In this Method, we are 
certainly, and neceſſarily in the Right. All Men are not al- 
Jow'd to Write; and we meet with no Contradictions in thoſe 
that do. As for thoſe anaccountable Antiquities among the 
Prophets, we look upon them as Divine Revelation rather 
then Hiſtory : But for others that write the Story of their 
own Times, the Number of them is not very great, neither 
are they very repugnant one to another. But to come to my 
Buſinels. | | | 
I reckon only upon two and Twenty Books that we are 
bound to believe; and thoſe two and Twenty Baoks compriſe 
the Hiſtory of the World, from the Beginning of it to this 
Day. Five Books of theſe two and Twenty, treat of the 
Creation of the World and the Generation of Mankind; and 
ſo to the Death of Moſes, in a Series of little leſs then three 


— Thouſand Years. | 


From the Death of Moſes to the Reign of Artaxerxes, the 
Son of Xerxes, and the King of Perſia, every one of our Pro- 


phets wrote the Hiſtory of the Age he liv'd in, comprehending © 


the Whole, in thirteen Books : The other four Books con- 
taining holy Hymns. and moral Precepts. There is alſo a 
Courſe of Hiſtory from Artaxerxes to this Inſtant, which we 
look upon with great Veneration ; but incomparably ſhort of 
what we aſcribe to the other, for want of the ſucceſſional 
Line and Deſcent of the Prophets to make it ſtill more au- 
thentick and ſacred. As for the other Works, we give as 
much Credit to them, as we would do to our -own Eyes: 
Having been thus long in the World without any Attempt up- 
on them, either to add, or to diminiſh : Nay, or but ſo much 
as to transform, or to diſguiſe them. But we ſect a Value 
upon theſe Writings, as divine; we call them io, and we 
are train d up from the very Cradle to meditate, to obſerve, 
and to maintain them as ſuch ; and finally to fuffer Death 
chearfully in their Defence rather then forſake them. 

How many are there of our captive Countrymen at this 
Day, ſtruggling with all Manner of Deaths, and labouring 
under exquiſite Torments, contending in the Theatres with 


Beaſts and more brutal Men! And what's their Crime, but. 


that 
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that they will not renounce their Countries Laws, and Blaf. 
pheme the God of their Forefathers ? When did ever any 
of the Greeks ſtand ſuch a Tryal of their Honour and Coy. 
rage! A People that would not venture that Shock to ſave 
all that can be dear to them in the World! But alas! they 
look upon all that is ſacred of that kind, to be no more then 
Words of Courſe. And this is the Caſe even of the beſt of 
their Hiſtorians, For they take upon them to write Hiſto. 
ry without any Privity many Times to the Fact, or fo much 
as either conſulting, or believing thoſe that have been upon 
the Place, and Parties to the Action. What extravagant 
uncouth Hiſtories of our late Wars have we ſeen publiſh'd by 
Perſons that never came within diſtance of underſtanding one 
Syllable of the Matter: But if they can patch-up a Medly of 
Fancy and Hear- ſay, they have the Confidence to fet-up pre. 
ſently for Hiſtorians of the firſt Rate, 
But this is not yet the Caſe of my Hiſtory ; for I have de. 
liver'd nothing but upon Ocular Teſtimony and certain 
Knowledge : And having the Means of informing myſelf in 
every Thing that paſs'd, I have been likewiſe as faithful in 
the Report of Things, as I was juſt and accurate in the Scru- | 
tiny. I had a Command iii Gallilee fo long as our People 
were able to hold up their Heads againſt the Romars ; but it BY 
was my Fortune in the End to be made a Priſoner, and car- 
ry'd in Cuſtody to Veſpaſian, and Titus. Who order'd me 
at firſt to be kept Bound; with a Commiſſion at the ſame Þ 
Time to obſerve and to inſpect what was done, but I was 
afterwards ſet at Liberty, and went Abroad with Titus from 
Alexandria, upon Occaſion of the Siege of Zeru/alem, 

There was nothing at that Time ſcap'd my Knowledge, 
The Motions of the Army wefe all open to me; and no Care 
wanting on my Part, to repreſent every Thing to the Life: 
and fo for the State of the City, I had it from Priſoners and 
Deſerters, with the Emperour's expreſs Order to take them 

all into my particular Care and Menage. I made the beſt, 
in fine, of my Notes; and out of thoſe Minutes compil'd 
my Hiſtory. lee: 

The Foundation being now laid, and myſelf at Reme, and 
ar leiſure, I took ſome Friends to my Aſſiſtance in the Greek 
Tongue, and went on with my Work; wherein 1 have dif- 

charg'd myſelf with that ſcrupulous Nicety of Candour and 
Juſtice, that I dare ſay the Generals themſelves, Veſpaſian 
and Titus, will vouch for Me. Now theſe were the Perſons 
to whom I made the firſt Preſent of my Book; and next af- 


ter Them, to certain Noble Remans that Commanded in the 
: fame 
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L fame War: Others I ſold to ſuch of our own Party as 1 


af. found well ſkill'd in the Greet Language: As Julius, Arc he. 
any aus, the incomparable Ves od, and the moſt excellent King 
ou Sgrippa; who do alt acquit me with one Voice, that I have 
8 7 behay'd myſelf like 2 fairhtul Hiſtorian, and would undoubt- 
hey edly hav&expos'd the Abule, if I bad either left · out or put- 
| in any Thing through Ignorance, or for Favour. And row 
of ſome People treat me as a Cheat, as they would do 2 Boy at 
ſto. School. upon the Declamatory; betwixtTrifling and Detracti- 
ach on. But they never conſider, that whoever takes upon him 
to tell the Huth, he mauld make ſure in the firſt Place, to 
_ know it himſelf, and that muit.be done either by himſelf, or 
7 with the Help of another; and I have already gone both thoſe 
ne Ways to Work, | | 
of As for my Antiquities, T have, in the Onality of a Prieſt, 
re. and in the Way of my Frofeſſion, extracted them out of the“ 
| Holy Scripture, and digeſted them into 2 methodical Order. 
lee But in the Hiſtory of the War J was an Actor in ſome Caſes; 
5 a Spe ctafôr in others; and gpon the whole Matter, a Stran- 
in ger to nothing that was either done or ſaid. How ſhameleſs 
| 2 Impudence is it now for theſe People to contend with me 
UB for the Truth? ' Nay, puttfſig the Cale as they pretend, and 
le that they have indecd had the Sight of Titus's and Veſpalian's 


it. Journals: W hat does this ſigniſie to the invalidating of my 
ir. Hiſtory, in a Point where the Roman Generals were abſolute 
155 Strangers to the Matter. . 
ne This Digreſſion was but neceſſary, to ſhew what a Sort of 
25Hiſtorians we are like to have if this Liberty goes forward. 
m But this is enough ſaid I think to fatisfie any Man, that the 
very Barbarians themſelves ſtand fairer for the Dignity and 
E. Reputation of that Pretence then the Greeks. | 
re I come now to a Sort of People that will have the Fews 
to be Novel, and no butter then Up/F2rts ; becauſe the Greets, 
4 they ſay, make no Mention of Us, I ſhall then cite my Au- 
a thorities out of our owa Books, and lay open the unreaſon- 
', able Malice of all our ſpiteful Adverſaries. | | 
d As to the Place of our Habitation, or Abode, we live in a 
Midland. Country and for the Matter of Trade, and Ramble, 
d we never trouble our Heads upon either of thoſe two Ac- 
'R counts. Our Cities ly remote from the Sea; the Soil fruitful, 


8 and well-drels'd, and cultivated. Our greateſt Care is for 
d the dlaintenance and Education of our Children, and to 
" have them traiu'd-up to Picty, and in Obediencesto the 
'S Laws of our Country: And this is it we reckon upon as the 
- main Bulineſs of our Lives. After all this, we have a pecu- 
„ iii | liar 
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liar Way of living to ourſelves, which gives us to underſtand 
that in Times paſt we had no Communication with the 
Greeks, as the Ægyptians, and Phenicians had: And fo had 
others alſo, by a common Tye of Navigation, Trade and 
Commerce, for the advancing of their Fortunes: Neither did 
our Predeceſſors make Inroads upon their Neighbours, as o. 
ther People have done, for the enlarging of their Eſtates; 
though they wanted neither Numbers, nor Courage, to be 
dangerous and troubleſome, if they would have been Croſs, 

This it was that the Phenicians became known to the 


Greeks ; and by them the Ægyptians and other Traders into 


Greece. After theſe, the Medes and Perſians; who having got. 
ten into the Command of Aſia, the Perſians carry'd the War 
into Europe. The Thracians became known by Neighbour. 


hood; the Scythians, by holding a Correſpondence with thoſ 
that uſe the Pon!ys ; and ſo all along the Eaſtern and the 
Weſtern Sea, the People could not fail of Hiſtorians, But for 


$ 
; 


+ 


thoſe that live far into the Continent, it was a kind of Terr; 


Zucegnita to them for many Ages: and the ſame Thing in 


Europe too: When after an Eſtabliſhment of the Roman Pov -· 


er and Greatneſs, and ſo many Conqueſts and Triumph 


without Controul; yet neither Herudotus, nor Thucidides, of 


* 
% 
N. 


** 
| 


any other of their Cotemporaries, ever made ſo much as the 


leaſt Mention of this mighty Empire; till the Rumour of i 


came at length to the Greeks and with very much ado, 


But what will become of common Writers, when Ephorut f 


2 


himſelf, the Flower of the whole Choice; ſhall be gui! 


ty of ſuch a Blunder : as this for Example, that I am about io 
tell you. He takes upon him to give an Account of the Gaules 
and Iberians, and makes the Kingdom of Spain itſelf, with 
the vaſt Continent it ſtands upon, to be no more then on? 
City; and ſo impoſes upon us for the Hiſtory of the Place, 
Things that were never done, ſaid, or heard of there. And 
whence comes this /gnorance of the Truth now, but from ta- 
+ King our Aim at it out of diſtance ? Or whence comes the o- 
thers Mi/take of the Truth, but from an Affectation of over 
doing the Truth itſelf ? | 5 
And where's the Wonder now, for People that live Stran- 
gers to the World, and in a Manner out of it; and under 
ſuch a Reſerve as we do, not to furniſh Matter for Hiſtory, 
But what if I ſhould turn the Greeks Way of Reaſoning 
upon themſelves now, and conclude againſt the Antiquity of 
their Race becauſe our Books ſay nothing of it ? Would not 
ſuch an Inference be exploded as Ridiculous ? And would 
not the Greeks appeal to the Neighbourhood to make out their 
| ES Claim! 
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Claim? Now if this be fair on the one Side, why may not 
1 go the ſame Way to Work on the other? The Agyptians, 
and the Phenicians, are the chief Witneſſes that I ſhall make 
uſe of in this Caſe ; and there will be no Ground ncither of 
Exception to the Evidence: for the Ægyptiaus are notoriouſly 
known to be our profeſs'd Enemies; and fo are the Phenict- 
ans, particularly thoſe of Tyre. But the Chaldæans have a better 
Opinion of us; as having been in Time paſt, under their Com- 
mand; and likewiſe for Blood, as well as for Country-ſake, 
they make honourable Mention of us in their Chronicles. 
When I ſhall have clear'd my Country- men from this Ca- 
lumny of the Grecis, and diſcharg'd all the abominable Slan- 
ders they have caſt upon us, it will be then Time to ſee what 
the Greek Hiſtorians ſay of us themſelves, without leaving 
Room for any further Cavil. To begin now with AÆgypti- 
ans, (who are not look'd .upon to be any great Friends of 
ours) there is one Manetho, an Hgyptian by Birth, and well 
ſill'd in the Greek, as appears by 2 Greek Hiſtory he extracted 
out of the holy Scripture about the 7ewiſh Religion. This 
Mauetho, falls foul upon Herodatus, in many Places, for be- 
lying the Egyptians through the Ignorance of their Ways and 
Cuſtoms; and in the ſecond Book of his Hiſtory, he delivers 
himſelf as follows. I make uſe of his very Words as if his 
Perſon were here Preſent to make good his Teſtimony. 
We had a King whoſe Name was. Timus and in his 
% Reign, we fell beyond all Imagination under God's heavy 
© Diipleaſure. There came flowing in upon us a rugged ro- 
© buſt People out of the Eaſt, that made an In- road into the 
« Province ; and there encamping, took it by Force, and 
& carry'd all before them, without fo r-1ch as a Stroke, put- 
© ting our Princes in Chains; cruelly laying our Cities in 
« Aſhes; demoliſhing our Temples, and miſerably oppreſ- 
« {ing our Inhabitants : Some cut to pieces; and others, with 
« their Wives and Children, ſent away into Bondage. After 
« all this, they ſerup a Aiug from among themſelves, whoſe 
. « Name was Salatis. 
« This new King advanc'd to Memphis, and having ſub- 
Js « jected. both the upper and the lower Provinces, and put 
0 © Garritons into all tenable Places, he fortify'd to the Ea/?- 
1 wvard in a more eſpecial Manner, for fear of an Invaſion 
from the Miriaus, whom he look'd upon as the ſtronger 
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% ſor his Purpoſe, to the Eaſt of the River? Bubaſtis. This 
City he improv'd and repair'd, and fortify'd it with ſtrong 

„Works and Walls, and a Body of two Hundred and forty 
<« Thouland Men to cover it. He made Choice of Har. 
« veſt- time for the Execution of his Deſign, with a Regard 
< both to the Plenty of the Seaſon for Proviſions, and to the 

Means alſo of paying his Soldiers, and to the ſecuring of 
« himſelf likewiſe againſt all Aſſaults, or Invaſions, by his 
c excellent Diſcipline and Conduct. 

« Salatis dy'd in the Nineteenth Year of his Reign, and 
<< one Bæon ſucceeded him, who govern'd forty four Years, 
4 After him came Apachnas, and reigned ſix and thirty Tear; 

« and ſeven Months. © Apochis came next, and ruled {xv 
4 ty Years and one Month: Farias, fifty Years and one 
% Month; and laſt of all came is, who rul'd forty nine 
«© Years and two Months. Theſe Six were the firſt Kings, 
and perpetually in War to exterminate the Ægyptiaus, Root 
4% and Branch. The People were called HYCSOS; That 
« is to ſay, King Shepherds: for H YC, in the Holy Tongue, 
is as much as King and SOS, according to the Vulgar, is 
<a Shepherd: So that HTC S OS is taken as a Compound, 
<< Some will have it that theſe People were Arabians. Accord. 
ing to ſome other Copies EY does not ſignify Ring- Sep- 
< herd but Shepherd-Captive ; for HTC and H AC, with an 
% Aſpiration, ſounds in Agyptian, as much as Captive : And 
« jt ſeems to me the more reaſonable Interpretation of the 
< two, as it ſuits better with the Ancient Hiſtory. 

„e have it upon the Credit of the ſame Author, that when 
< theſe-----(call them what you will) Rings, or Shepherds , and 
« their Train had kept the Government of Agypt in their own 
Hands for the Space of five Hundred and eleven Years, the 
King of Thebes, and the Remainder of Egypt that was not 
sas yet ſubjected, made a violent and an obſtinate War up- 
4 on the Shepherds, and routed them, under the Command of 
« King Alisfragmuthoſis: and when the greateſt Part of them 
« were driven out of wn. {alt the reſt withdrew into a Place 
% called Avaris, of ten Thouſand Acres in Content: And 
this the Shepherds, (according to Maneths) encloſed with 

Ha itrong and ſubſtantial Wall, that ſecur'd them all Neceſta- 
c ries within themſelves, He fays further, that Themoſis the 
«Son of Alis y. acmuthejis, laid Siege to It with four Hundred 
« and eighty Thouſand Men: But when he found that the 

2h Place 
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« Place was not to be carry'd by Aſſault, they came to Con“ 
« ditions, upon Articles to depart A'gypt, and a ſafe Convoy 
„to go whether they would. Upon theſe Terms they 
ce march'd out with their Goods and Families, to the Num- 
« ber of two Hundred and forty Thouſand Souls, by the Way 
« of the Wilderneſs into Syria; and for fear of the 4/jrians 
« who were then Maſters of Aſia, they retir'd into a Coun-— 
« try that is now known by the Name of Juda where they 
« erected a City large enough to receive this vali Multitude, 
« and call'd it Zeruſalem.” | 
The ſame Manetho tells ns in another Book of his Zpyptie 
an Hiſtory, © That he finds theſe People in Books of great 
« Authority, diſtinguiſn'd by the Name of Captive Shepherds 
« our Anceſtors having been brought up to Grazing; and 
« from that Paſtoral Employment, taking the Name of She p- 
« herds.” They reckon that they had ſome Ground for calling 
them Captives too: For it was by that Name that our Fa- 
ther Foſeph made himſelf known to the King of Ægypt, 
when he obtain'd Permiſſion to ſend for his Brethren. But 
of this more particularly elſewhere : So that it will be ſuffi- 
cient at preſent to conſult the Teſtimonies of the Ægypti- 
ans, upon this Subject, and to hear Manetho over again in his 
own Words about the Time when this happen'd. | 
„King Themeſis reign'd five and twenty Years and four 
c Months from the Departure of the Shepherds out of AHgypt, 
«© tothe Building of Zeru/alcm. His Son Chevron took the Ring- 
« dom after .him, and govern'd thirteen Year ; and after , 
« him, Amenophis, twenty Years and ſeven Months; his 
« Siſter Ame//-s, one and twenty Year and nine Months; 
“ her Son Mephres, Twelve, and nine Months; his Son Me— 
« phramuthoſis, five and twenty Tears and ten Months; his Son 
« Thmeſrs nine Years and eight Months; his Son Amenophis 
« thirty Years and ten Months ; his Son 0ras, Thirty ſix, and 
« five Months; his Daughter Acencheres, Twelve and one 
« Month; Rathotis her Brother, nine Years; his Son Acenche- 
« res, Twelve and five Months; another Acencheres his Son, 
« twelve Years and three yonths; his Son Armais, Four, 


and one Month; his Sons ,{rme{/s, one Year and four 


% Months; his Son Armeſſes Miamun Sixty fix and two 
« Months; Amenophis, Nineteen and fix Months; Sethoſis, ha- 
&« ying rais'd a great Force both at Sea and Land, conſtituted 
« his Brother Armais Lieutenant General of Egypt, and veſted 
& him with all Sovereign Powers and Privileges ; the wearing 
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«of the Crown excepted; and with a Caution not to op- 
«'prels the Queen or her Family, nor to inter-meddle with 
the King's Concubines, 8 2 

* Sethoſis, upon this, march'd up to Cypris and Phenicia, 
te and ſo forward to the Medes and M rians; conquering ſtill 
« as he went: Some by the Sword; others by the very Ter- 
e ror and Reputation of his Arms. He was ſo elevated by his 
« Succeſſes, that he ſtopt at nothing; but laying all waſte to 
de. the Eaſtward, he carry'd the whole Country before him. 
© While this was a doing, his Brother A mais without any Dit— 
«-ficulty, or Scruple, brake Faith with his Brother in pt, 
«and did juſt the Contrary to what he ſhould have done, 
“ He expell'd the Queen, abus'd the King's Concubines; and 
« at the Inſtance and Advice of his falfe Friends, aſſum'd the 
Crown, and took up Arms againſt his Brother. The Ægyp- 
« tian High-Prieſt gave Setheſis notice of all theſe Indigni- 
«ties from Time to Time: upon which Advice, the King 
«came immediately back again by the Way of Peluſium, and 
« made good his Government. From this Prince the Coun- 
«try took the Name of Agypt, for Seth:frs was allo call'd 
ce FEgyptns, and his Brother 4rmais nam'd likewiſe Danaus.” 
This far goes Manetho, And from hence it plainly appears 
upon a clear Computation, that our Predeceſſors, otherwiſe 
known by the Name of Shepherds, left Ag ypt three Hundred 
Ninety and three Years before ever Danaus went to Argos ; 
tho* the Greeks value themſelves mightily upon the Antiquity 
of that Prince. Wherefore Mnnetho advances two great Points 
for us, out of the Egyptian Writings : One, that our Fore- 
fathers came over to the Agyptians from ſome other Place; 
the other, that they were gone again almoſt a Thouſand 
Years before the Siege of Troy. As for ſome other Reports 
of Manetho, that he has ſupperadded, not out of the Ægypti- 
an Memorials ; but, by his own Confeſſion, from Stories 
without Authors ; I ſhall tale my Time io ſheu that thoſe Fan- 
cies are nothing more then Fables, andFictions without anyGround. 
But we ſhall ſce now what Account the Phænicians have gi- 
ven the World of this Matter. There are among the Tyrians 
publick Records of great Antiquity ; and they are fo care- 


fully preferved too, that nothing 'ſcapes the Regiſt ry that is 


worth the Remembring. They make Mention among ſeveral 
other conſiderable Paſſages concerning ourſelves, of King So- 
lomon's erecting a Temple at Jeruſalem, a Hundred Forty 
three Years and cight Months before their Predeceſſors built 
Carihage: Delcribing 19 the very Model of the Temple. 
| 5 | Hiram 
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Hiram the King of Tyre, had ſo great a Friendſhip and E- 


ſteem for David, that he lov'd his Son Solomon the better, e- 
ven for the Father's Sake : and as an Inſtance of the Value 


he had for him, made him a Preſent of a Hundred and Twen- 


ty Talents of Gold, toward the Ornament of the Fabrick, and 
furniſh'd him with the choiceſt Wood from Mount Libanks, for 
the Roof and Wainſcot. Neither was Solomon wanting on 


the other Hand, in a magnificent Return: As, among other 


Acknowledgments, he made him a Preſent of Zabulon in 
Naphthali; But the Love of Wiſdom was the chief Induces ' 
ment to that Tendernelſs of Friendſhip betwixt them. They 
exchang'd Problems and difficult Caſes, one with another, to 
be unriddled : and Solomon was the better qualify'd of the 
two for that Faculty. There are Extant among the Tyrzans, 
to this very Day, divers Gopies of the Letters that paſs'd be- 


| twixt them: and for Confirmation of what I ſay, I ſhall ap- 


peal to Dius an Hiſtorian, among the Phenicians of an un- 
queſtionable Credit ; and in his own Words, | 

« Hiram the Son of Abibal, ſucceeded his Father in the 
«& Government. He repair'd and improv'd divers Cities in 
« the Eaſtern Parts of his Dominion; enlarged Tyre ; and by 
«© the Help of a Damme, joyn'd it to the Temple of the Olympi- 
« anFupiter, ſtanding in an land; and beautify'd it with ma- 
ny rich Donatives. After this, he went up to Mount Li- 
& banus, to cut down Wood for Temples.” 

We have a Report that Solomon the King of Jeruſalem, 
and Hiram, interchang'd certain Riddles to be unfolded, up- 


dn Condition, that he that fail'd of the Solution, ſhould in- 
_ cur a Forfeiture : and that Hiram finding the Queſtion too 


hard for him, paid the Penalty. But one Abdemonus, a Tyri- 
an, after this, reſolved the ſaid Queſtion ; and propos'd new 
ones for Solomon to interpret, upon the Penalty of paying fo 
much to Hiram. This is the Subſtance of what Dias fay a 


upon this Subject. 


I ſhall come now to Menander, the Epheſian ; an Author 
that has made a Collection of hiſtorical Memorials out of the 
Lives and Actions of Princes both Greeks and [Barbarians : 
which for the better Authority of the Work, he hath extract- 
ed from the Records of the ſeveral Places of which he Treats ; 
and having paſs'd thorough the Succeſſion of the Tyriazz 
Kings as far as Hiram, thus he goes on. 

“Upon the Death of Abibal, his Son Hiram came to the 
& Crovun, and liv'd to enjoy it Thirty four Years. This Prince 
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<« threw up a huge Mount that join'd Furichorus to the City 7 
of Tyre, and dedicated a Golden Pillar to Jupiter, Which tt 
« was there depoſited in his Temple. He went after this, into S 
a Foreſt, to a Mountain call'd Libanus, where he cut down 31 
all the Cedar for Roofs for Temples ; razing the old Build. s 
ings, and advancing others. One he dedicated to Her. 
culus, another to 4/trates ; the Former in the Month Peri. 
tins, and the other when he march'd againſt the Tytzans, 


for not paying their Taxes : but upon the — ng of them, 
& he preſently return'd. 


3 


„ 


* 


* Hiram had at this Time a young Man, a Servnnt in his 
& Houſe; ' whoſe Office it was to expound Seloman's $ Riddles, 
and his Name was Abdemonus,, From this King's Time 
« no to the Building of Carthage, the Computation lies thus: 
ce Baleazar the Son of Hiram, ſuccet ded his Father, and dy'd | 
in the Forty third Year of his Age, and the Seventh. of his 
Reign. The next was Abdaſtraius, the Son of Baleazar ; 
« who dy'd in the Twentieth of his Life, and the Ninth of his 
Reign this Prince was murder'd by his Nurſe's four Sons; 
and the Eldeſt of them govern'd twelve Year in his Place: 
« And after him, came //?ratrs the Son of Delraſtratus 
« who liv'd Sixty fix Years, and reign'd Twelve. After him 
came his Brother er ymus, who liv'd Fifty four Years and 
e reigned- Nine, and was murder'd by his Brother Pheles 7 
6: who took the Government upon him in the Fiftieth Year of 
« his Age: and after a Reign of eight Months, was ſlain by 
« one </thcbalus a Prieſt of the Goddeſs Aſtarta; who liv'd 
« to the Age of Sixty eight Years, and ruPd Thirty two. His 
Son Padezor ſucceeded him, wholiv'd Forty five Years, and 
r-ign'd Six: and then his Son * 14 Tatgenus liv'd two and 
Thirty Years and reign'd Nine. The next was Pymalten, 
who liv'd Fifty fix Years, and govern'd Forty. It was in 
the feventh: Year of his Reign, hat his Siſter Dido built 
Carthage in Frica. So that from the Time of Hiram, to the 
Erectinu o f Carthage e, we account a Hundred Fifty five Years 
and eight B jo mr ee taking for granted that the Tem- 
ple of fer ufirien built in the Twelfth of Ki ing Hiram, it 
makes a Hundred 2 ty three Years and eight Months 
from the razing of the Tc em ple to the Building of Carthage.“ 
Can any Ke bing! be clearer now, or more pertinent to our 
Purpoſe then this Teſtimor y of the Fhenicians ? for our An— 
ceſtors were undoubtedly come into Fn before they built a 


- FRE | a | Temple 
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Temple in it; and that Temple was not built neither, till 
they had made themſelves Maſters of the Country by the 
Sword ; as I have made appear abundantly out of holy Writ 
in my Hiſtory of the Fews, _ e | 
We ſhall ſee now how far the Chaldeans agree with the reſt, 
jn the Juſtification of our Hiſtory: and begin with Bero/us, a 
chaldæan by Extraction, and an Author of eminent Credit 
with all Lovers of Letters for the learned Pieces of AMrondmy, 
and the ChaldæanPhiloſophy, that he wrote in the Greet Tongue. 
This Beroſiss, after the Manner of the moſt ancient Hiſtori- 
ans treats of the Deluge, and the Deſtruction of Mankind, juſt 
as Moſes reports it: and of the Arx allo; and how the firſt 
Father of our Race was preſerv'd in it a-Float upon the Moun- 
tains of Armenia. He runs thorough the Genealogy likewiſe 
of the Sons of Noah: their Names, and their Ages, and fo car- 
ries on the Train, from Mah himfelf to Nabula/Jar, the King 
of the Babylenians and Cha!/deans, with an Account of this 
King's Exploits. He tells how he ſent his Son Nabuchodonoſor 
with a mighty Army into Egypt and JFudea ; where finding 
the People in Rebellion, he brake in upon them; and when 
ze had conquer'd them, and fer Fire to their Temple at 7e- 
rufalem, he went his way, and carry'd off our whole Nation 
in Captivity to Babylon. After this Confuſion, the City lay 
deſolate for ſeventy Years, till the Days of Cyrus King of Per- 
ſia. He ſays likewiſe that the Babyloniaus were in Poſſeſſion 
of Egypt, Syria, Phenicia, and Arabia and the King much 
a greater Prince then any of his Predeceſſors. But we mutt 
not forget Bero/us in his own Words. As for Example. 

% Nabulaſſur the Father, ſays he, underſtanding that his 
Deputy in Ægypt, the Cæle- ria, and Phenicia, was up 
in Arms; being old himſelf, and paſt the Fatigues of War, 
he ſent his Son Nebuchodonoſor (in the Vigour of his Youth) 
at the Head of a ſtrong Army to bring him to Reaſon. 
This Prince encounter'd the Rebel; defeated him, and re- 
cover'd all the Provinces that were engaged in the Revolt. 
It happen'd at the ſame Time that Nabulaſſar ſicken'd at 
Babylon and dy'd, after a Reign of nine and twenty Years. 
It was not long before the Son had Notice of his Father's 
Death; whereupon he immediately ſettled his Affairs in 
A:gypt ; and the reſt of the Provinces; and committing the 
Captive Fews, Phenicians, and Syrians that had been in E- 
gypt, to the Care of ſome Particular Confidents to ſee them 
brought up to Babylon, together with the Army and the Bag- 
gage, he himſelf, and a ſmall Retinue along with him, took 
his Journey for Jabylon by the Way of the Defert. Upon his 
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66 Arrival; he found all Things diſpos'd to his Wiſh : The 
« Chaldeans, and all the great Men declaring themſelves 
for his Intereſt, and for the eſtabliſhing of him upon the 
© Throne of his Fatier. | 22 
© In this Interim, while the Priſoners were upon the 
« Way, he ordet'd them the moſt commodious Lodgings of | 
ce the City for their Quartets, and all Accommodations to 
« be provided for them. The Spoils of the War were ap- 
dc ply'd with wonderful Frankneſs, and Munificence, to the 
« enriching and adorning of the Temples : As that of Bel, 
e and others. He cauſcd to be erefted a new Town for an 
« Addition to the old one; and to prevent the turning of 
4 « the River, the City ſtood upon, from the Place, in Caſe 
| of a Siege, they ran up a triple Wall; part of it Brich, 
&« and the reſt, of Brick and Bitumen, about the whole. And 
de after all theſe Fortifications, ſuch Gates as might have 
< become the Dignity of a Temple. He built likewiſe a 
& glorious Palace near that of his Father's, but incompara- 
« bly beyond it, both for the vaſt Capacity of it, and the 
« Expence. The Deſcription of it would be too tedious 
t but it muſt not be ommitted however, that this curious 
© admirable Piece was the Work of only teen Days. 
«© There were in it alſo ſeveral artificial Rocks that had 
te the Reſemblance of Mountains; with Nurſeries of all 
4 Sorts of Plants, and a Kind of hanging Garden ſuſpend- 
c ed in the Air by a moſt admirable Curiſioty of Contri- 
& yance. This was to gratify his Wife; who being brought 
« up in Medin, among the Hills, and in the freſh Air, 
« found a Relief in ſuch a Proſpect.” er ig 
This is what Bero/zs ſpeaks of this King; arid there are 
ſeveral other Things worth taking Notice of in his Chalde#- 
an Antiquities, where he blames the Greeks for making Se- 
miramis the Queen of M ria to be the Foundreſs of Baby- 
lon. Now Beroſus is the more credible in what he ſays, for 
coming up ſo near to the Phenician. Records about the King 
of Babylon, and his ſubjecting ail Syria and Phwnicia to his 
Command. Philoſiratus ſays effectually the ſame Thing in 
his Siege of Fore and Megaſthenes, in the fourth Book of 
his Indian Hiſtory, where he makes this King of Babylon, to 
| Have been a greater and a braver Hero, then Hercules him- 
ſelf; adding withal, over and above, that he had the great- 
er Part of Libya and Iberia at his Devotion. | 
As to what concerns the Temple of Jeruſalem, e have the 
Authority of Beroſus for it, that it was laid in A nes by the 
Babylonians ; and that Cyrus, who had at that Time the. 2 
/ | ate 
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1E jute Dominion of 4/ia, began afterwards to rebuild it: as the 
8. ſame Beroſus has it, in his third Book, and in theſe Words. 
* „% When Nabuchodonoſor was juſt enter'd upon the third 
| « Wall, in the forty third Year of his Reign, he fell ſick 
E c and dy'd. Evil. merodach his Son ſucceeded him; but 
tf ll < having made himſelf odious to the higheſt Degree by his 
0 c exorbitant Luſts, and Oppreſſions, he was cut-off by the 
2 ce treacherous Practice of Mirigliſſoror his Siſter's Huſband, 
E cc in the ſecond Year of his Reign. After his Death, the 
l 4 Traitor advanc'd himſelf to the Crown, and kept it four 
7 5 Years. His Son Laboroſardochus came very young to the 
f & Government, and continu'd in it only nine Months; be- 
C © ing then deſtroy'd by the Treachery even of his very 
« Friends, who look'd upon him as a Youth of vicious and 
* very dangerous Inclinations, and ſo took him out of the 
Way. He was no ſooner diſpatch't, but the Conſpirators 
met; and ſo laying their Heads together, choſe one Ma- 
bonidus for their King, being both a Babylonian, and of 
« the lame Family. The Walls about the River of Baby- 
& lor, were finith'd by this Prince. | | 
* In the ſeventeenth Year of this King's Reign, Cyrur, 
with a mighty Army out of Perſia, over-ran all Aſia; and 
fo march'd directly away for Babylon. Naben:d4us fairly 
« met him in the Field,; fought him, and loſt the Battle: 
& Only himfelf, and ſome few of his People got into the 
% Town of Borſippe. Cyrus was now before Babylon; making 
4 no doubt, but upon forcing the firſt Wall, he might carry 
* the Place. But, upon ſecond Thoughts, he quitted the 
“ Siege, and went back to Bor ſippe, with a Deſign to attack 
the Place. But Nabonidus choſe rather to caſt himſelf upon 
Cyrus's Mercy, then to ſtand the Shock; and ſo upon his 
Humiliation, Cyrus baniſh'd him out of Babylon, and pat 
* him in quiet Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate in Caramania: where 
he ended his Days in the Condition of a private Man.“ 
Theſe Words of Beroſus agree exactly with our Books: That 
is to ſay ; that Nebuchodonoſeor deſtroy'd our Temple in the 
eighteenth Year of his Reign; and in that Condition it lay 
deſolate for ſeven Years. In the ſecond Year of King Cyrus, 
the Foundations of it were laid anew; and in the ſecond of 
Darius, the whole was rebuilt. We ſhall now ſubjoin to the 
foregoing Authorities, ſomewhat out of the Phenician Hiſ- 
tories ; for Proofs can never be too many, provided theꝝ 
agree in Chronology Aud the Computation ſtands thus. 
Nebuchodonoſor laid a Siege of thirteen Years to Tyre in the 
Reign of King Ithobal. Baal came after him, and reigned 
| tea 
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ten Years: And then they ereQed Judges in the Place of 
Kings ; as there was Ecnibalus the Son of Baſlech, that go. 
vern'd two Months; Chelbis, the Son of Abdœus, ten Months; 
the High-Prieſt Abbar three Months; Mytgonus, and Gee 
raſlus Batus the Sons of Abdelimus, ſix Years ; and Balatq. 
rus among the reſt, one Year : Upon whoſe Death they ſent 
for Merbalus from Babylon, who reigned four Years : And 
upon his Death, they took his Brother rom, who govern'd 
twenty Years : in whoſe Time it was that Cyrus made him. 
{elf Maſter of the Perſian Empire. Now all this put together, 
amounts to fiſty four Years and three Months. It was in 
the ſeventh Year of Nebuchodono/or's Reign, that he began 
the Siege; and in the Fourteenth of King rem, that Cyrus 
had the Empire: So that what the Cha/de&ans and the Jyri. 
ans deliver concerning our Temple, does but further verify 
our own Writings upon that Subject. Here 1s enough ſaid 
already to put the Queſtion of our Antiquity paſt any turther 
Diſpute ; unleſs Men will be wilfully blind. 

- But having to do with a People that will have all the 
World to be Barbarians but themſelves ; and allow nothing 
8 authentick, but upon the Credit of their own Authority; 
we have no other Way then to make Ulſe of our very Ad- 
verſaries, for Witneſſes on our Behalf againſt themſelves, 
and to appeal to Greek Authors in our own Juſtification, 
There was one Pythagoras, a Samian ; an eminent Philo- 
ſopher, and the moſt celebrated Man of his Time for Piety 
and Wiſdom. This Pythagoras was not only well-ſeen in 
our Laws, but in many Caſes a ſtrict Obſerver of them, as 
moſt manifeſtly appears : Not from any Thing that he ever 
wrote, but from what others knew, and reported concerning 
him. As Hermippus, for one; a very exact, and careful 
Hiſtorian. He tells a Story in the firſt Book of his © Py:ha- 
goras, of one Calliphon of Croton, a particular Confident of 
Pythagoras. This Calliphon dy'd, he ſays, and his Soul 
would never let Pythagoras reſt Night nor Day, for Precepts 
and Inſtructions. It gave him in Charge not to paſs for- 


Ward at any Time where his Aſs had ſtumbled : to drink on- 


ly clear Fountain- Water, and to ſpeak II] of no Man. And 
then he goes on, that this was in Imitation of the Ferws, 
and the Thraciars ; with an Application to himſelf. And 


it was truly ſaid; for this Man incorporated divers Cuſtoms 
of the Jeu into his Philoſophy. 


Our 


e 


n 


Al. Myttonus, * Al. Ceroſtus. © Origen, who quotes the 
ſame Place makes it to be in 8. Mme le toon. 
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Our People were likewiſe fo well known in Places of Note 
in Times long ſince paſt, that ſeveral Cities do, to this Day, 
retain our Rites and Faſhions ; and others reckon them 
worth the Imitation: as appears by Theophraltus in his 
Book of Laws ; where he ſpeaks of the Jyrian Laws againſt 


ſwearing by any ſtrange God; naming the Corban among 
the prohibited Oaths ; that is to ſay, in Hebrew, . The Gift 


of God + and it is only to be found among the Fews. . 
Herodotus Halicarnaſſizus was no Stranger to our Nation 
neither; for he makes ſome Mention of us in his ſecond 
Book: Where ſpeaking of the People of Colchos, he has this 
Paſſage. © As to the Matter of Circumciſion, I find only 
& the Colchians, the Zgyptians and Athiopians to have us'd; 
« it of old: but the Phuwnicicrus, and the Syrians in Palee 
« fin, own the Uſe of it from the Ægyptians. The Syrians, 
«& that border upon the Rivers Thermodon and Parthenius, 
« and their Neighbours the Macrenians, are reputed to have 
« taken it up of late from the Co/chians. There are no o- 


ther that are circumcis'd: and they proceed after the Man- 


ner of the Agyptians. But for the Ægyptians and Æthio- 
«& pians, I cannot {ay which had it of the other.“ Now this 
Author is poſitive that the Syrians of Pale/tin are circume 
cis'd : Whereas there are no People circumcis'd in Palæſtin 
but the Jews. Now ſpeaking this upon Knowledge, it mult 
neceſſarily be intended of the other. __ | 
And then there's Cheri/us, an ancient Poet, in an Ac- 
count he gives of the ſeveral Nations that fonght under Xerx- 
es, the King of Per/1a, againſt the Greeks, he makes menti- 
on of our People after all the reſt, in Words to this Effect. 


Theſe People, with an admirable Grace, 
brought up the Rear; their Language Tyrian was ; 
Themſelves unknown ; the Mountains their Abode, 
by Solymus ; that near a vaſt Lake ſtood. 
Their Hair cut-round ; and their Heads cover'd o'er 
-. _ with Head - Pieces of tann'd Horſe-Hides they wore. 


From hence it is evident, that ſpeaking of the Mountains 
of So/yma or Jeruſalem, and of a huge Lake at Hand there, it 
can be underſtood of no other then of te 7ews that inhabit 
among thoſe Mountains: and ot the Lake Asphaltites, which 
is by much the largeſt in all Syria. And lo much for Cœrilus. 

. Neither 
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Neither were the Jews barely known to the Greeks, or on- 
Iy to the common Sort of them; but likewiſe to their W iſe. 
men and Philoſophers of the firſt Rank; and that with Marks 
too of a ſingular Friendſhip and Eſteem. 

Clearchus, a Diſciple of Ariſtoteles, a Peripatetich, and 
one of the greateſt Men of the Sect, perſonates his Maſter in 
'the Way of a Dialogue with Hyperechides, in his firſt Book 
of Sleep, upon the Subject of a Jeu of his Acquaintance. 
It would be tedious, ſays he, to run thorough the whole 
« Hiſtory of the People of the Zews : and therefore I ſhall on- 
4 ly give you a Taſte of this particular Perſon's admirable 
% Wiſdom. Hyperochides made Anſwer, that it would be the 
Cc greateſt Favour he could do them. Why then, ſays Ariſto- 

tle, I ſhall begin according to the Rules of Art and Me- 


_ 
* thod, with what concerns his Original or Profeſſion. He 
EC 


Was a Jew of the lower Syria; of the Race of a Sort of 
«© Philoſophers that the Indians call Calan ; and the Syrians 
< call them Fews, from the Country of Judœa, where they 
. live, Their Capital City has a hard Name, and they call 
<< it Feruſalem. He was a Perſon of great Hoſpitality to Tra- 


e vellers and Strangers; and no leſs conſiderable for his 


cc Diſcourſes and good Manners. It was my Fortune to be 


e in Aſia, with fome Diſciples of mine; and this heavenly 


« Man gave us feveral Viſits there, to the high Satisfaction, 
« and Improvement, of thoſe that underſtood the Bleſſing 
«< of fuch a Converſation.” This is the Teſlimony of Clearchas, 


in Favour of the Jews, though but by Way of Digreſſion. 


This is the Character, according to Clearchus, that Ari- 
ſftorle gave this Few over and above his wonderful Tem- 
rance and Moderation, in the Government of his Appe- 


.tites and Paſſions, They that have a Mind to know more 
of him may read it in the Or iginal, without running out in- 


to Superfluities, 
Hecateus the Abderite, a great Man both for Learning and 


Bus'nefs, being train'd up with Alexander the Great, and li- 
ving with Pts/emy King of Zgypt, the Son of Lagus, wrote 
an entire Tract exprefly upon the Subject of the eus; from 
whence I ſhall brieſly extract ſome Paſſages that I find for 
my Purpoſe and begin with the timing of them. 

He gives an Account of a Battle fought betwixt Ptolemy 
and Demetrius, near Gaza, eleven Years after the Death of 


Alexander, and in the Hundred and ſeventeenth Olympiad, 
according to Caſior. It was in this Olympiad, ſays he, 


that Ptolemy the Son of agus defeated Demetrius the 
don of Antigonus, otherwiſe called enen „ in a Bat- 


de 
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ce tle not far from Gaza.” Now it is agreed at all Hands. 
that Alexander dy'd in the Hundred and fourteenth Q/ympi- 
ad, and it follows conſequently that the cus were a flou- 
riſhing People in the Days of that great Prince. 

Hecateus ſays further,“ That after the Battle at Gaza, 

« Ptolemy made himſelf Maſter of Syria, and all thereabouts; 
« and that People were ſo charm'd with Ptolemy's Humani- 
« ty, and good Nature, that a great many follow'd him in- 
« to Egypt, for the Aﬀability of his Converſation, There 
« was among the reſt, one Hezekias, a High-Prieſt of the 
% 7ews, and a Perſon of the firit Quality among his*Coun- 
« try-men : Sixty fix Years of Age; a wiſe Man, and a pow. 
« exful Speaker; and one that underſtood the World, no 
« Man better. The ſame Author ſays likewiſe that the Num- 
« her of Prieſts that received Tenths, and liv'd all in com- 

ce mon, were a Matter of fifteen Hundred or thereabouts. 

And afterwards ſpeaking again of the ſame Hezekias ; 

«© We had ſeveral Meetings and Conferences, ſays he, with 
ce this great Man, and others about him; concerning our 
« differing Cuſtoms, Practices, and Opinions: inſomuch 
« that he carry'd us to his Habitation, and inſtructed us in 
„ the Manner of his People's Government, and Diſcipline, 

« which he ſhew'd us in Writing,” | 

Hecatæus proceeds next to the Zeal and Veneration we 
have for our Laws; even to the Degree of chuſing Death, Tor- 
ments and all Extremities : nay, and ſuffering chearfully too, 
rather then be guilty of the leaſt Violation. And then he 
goes on upon the Subject of our Patience under ill Uſage and 
Reproach. What Indignities have theſe People endur'd, 
% ſays he, from their Neighbaurs ! How have they been perſe- 
« cuted by the Per ſian Kings, and their Officers, and yet flood 
« firm to the laſt Extremity againſt all Trials 1 As for In- 
„ ſtance. The Temple of Be/ was fall'n down at Babylon; 
* and Alexander, being at that Time upon the Place, had a 
9 Mind to repair it, and accordingly order'd all the Soldiers 
6e to aſſiſt in carrying Timber and Materials towards the ad- 
c vancing of the Work. The Fews were the only People that 
« refus'd, and were ſeverely puniſh'd for their Diſobedience : 
gut when the King ſaw nothing would work upon them, 
« out of a geggrous Tenderneſs, for fo brave a Conſtancy, he 
* order to be diſcharg'd. Upon their Return, (/ays 
„ the into their own Country they demoliſh'd all 
the Temples and the Altars that they ſound eretted to 
#* ſtrange Gods: For which ſome of them were fin'd and pa- 
 # niſh'd, and others pardon'd. This Hiſtorian enlarges then 
. \ £ upon 
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upon the wonderful Steadineſs of our Reſolutions ; the vaſt 
AMultitudes of our People; the prodigious Numbers that were 
carry'd away Captives by the Perſians into Babylon; and o. 
thers again, after the Death of Alexander, tranſported into A. 
gypt and Phenicia, upon Occaſion of a Sedition in Syria. He 
{peaks likewiſe of the Extent, the Beauty, and the Fruitful. 


Ne 


ſs of our Country: (That is to ſay, of Zudea) which he 


computes at near three Millions of Acres, and a moſt excel. 
Jent Soil. And as to the City of Zeruſal:m ; the Spaciouſneſs 
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it; the People and the Temple, he ſpeaks to this Effect. 
© The Jews have in their Poſſeſſion a great many Towns, 
Villages and ſtrong Holds; but one City above all the reſt 
for Largeneſs and Strength. It is accounted fifty Stadia in 
Compaſs; a Hundred and fifty Thouſand Inhabitants, 
and the Name of it Feruſalem. In the Middle of this City 
ſtands an Inclolure of Stone a Hundred Cubits about; and 
two mighty Gates to it. Within this Incloſure, is a Qu. 
drangular Altar, made of unwrought Stones that never 
any Tool touch'd ; the Superficies of it twenty Cubits o- 
ver; and the Depth ten. Near about it there ſtands a 
ſpacious Building, with a Golden Altar, and Candleſtick in 
it, of two Talents Weight; and Lamps burning continu- 


ally Night and Day. Bur for Images, Plants, Groves, Cc. 
as in other Temples, there was nothing of it. But there 
are Prieſts that paſs their Time there Day and Night, in 


great Purity ; and they drink no Wine at all.” The ſame 


Author again tells us an odd Story of a Few, upon an Expe- 
dition, that ſerv'd under one of Alexander's Succeſiors, and 
_ theſe are his Words. 


« As J was travelling one Time, ſays he, toward the Red. 
Sea, there was one Moſollam in the Company, a Jew, and 
one of our Horſe-Guard, that was look'd upon to be very 
brave, and a famous Markſman with a Bow and Arrow, 
As they were huddling ontogether, a Seuthſayer that took up- 
on him to forte] the Fortune of their Voyage, bad them all 
Stand; and they did ſo. This Few aſk'd them what they 
ſtood for? Look ye, ſays the cunning Man, and ſhew'd him 


a Bird, F that Bird ſtands, ſays he, you are io ſtand: If it 


riſes, and flies on, you are to ge forward too, but if the Bird 
takes its Flight the contrary Way, you muſtallge bac again. 
The Few, without any more Words, lei Arrow, and 


kills the Bird. The Diviner, and his Compaß hs fel! preſent- 
ly upon the yea in moſt outrageous T , ſays 
the other, Tou are all mad, to male ſuch a Buſtle ahout a fovliſh 
Bird. How ſhould thai poor Wretch pretend to tell us our For- 

; ; | * fun, 
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« tune, that knew nothing of its own? If this Bird could have {ores 
« ſen Good or Evil to come, it would have kept itſe!f out of the 
« Jay of this Arrow.” But here's enough of Hecatwus; andthey 
that deſire more of him, may fetch it out of the Book itſelf. 


Only one Word now out of Agatharcides, not as any Friend 


of ours; but I take him in Charity to be no malicious Ene- 
my. © He tells a Story how Stratonice caſt off her Huſband 
« Demetrius, and paſs'd out of Macedonia into Syria with a 
«© Deſign to marry the King Seleucus. But Seleucus not an- 
« ſwering her ExpeQation, ſhe ſtirr'd up a Commotion in 
4% Jytioch, while he was with his Army in Babylon. At his 
« Return he took Antizch ; and Stratonice, making away or 
« Seleucia, ſhe was taken, and it colt her her Life.” Now 
her only Courſe had been to have taken her Paſſage by Sea: 
but ſhe was diverted from it by a Dream. Avatharcides re- 


flecting upon Stratonice's Superſtition, takes an Occaſion to 


treat more at large upon that Topick ; and ſo enters upon 
an Invective againſt the us. PvE; 

«© The People, /ays he, they call Fews, are poſſeſs'd of a 
« City by the Name of Feruſalem; a Place of an impregna- 
« ble Strength. They have a Cuſtom there of reſting the 
% ſeventh Days, without either bearing of Arms, or tilling 
« the Ground, or attending any common Buſineſs whatſoe- 
« ver: but they employ it wholly in their Temples, and 
« upon their Devotions, from the Morning to the Evening. 

« Ptolemeus the Son of Lagus made his Advantage of this 


46 Cuſtom, and enter'd the City with an Army upon that 


« Day. And what came of it? But when the 7ews ſhould 


« have been defending their Lives and Liberties, their Heads 
„% pere altogether taken up with the ſuperſtitious Foolery of 
* not violating their Sabbath: and fo they deliver'd them- 


* ſelves up to an inſupportable Tyranny ; which taught 
«© them by Experience, the unwarrantable Foundation of ſo 


©« pernicious a Law : From hence it is that Men fly to Dreams 


« and Opinions; never conſidering that Things neceſſary 
& are not to be controul'd by humane Reaſon.” This is . 


gatharcides's Way of ridiculing our Conduct: But whoſog- 


ver paſtes a ſober Judgment upon the whole Matter, will 


find the Proceeding grounded upon the moſt glorious Foun- 


datjon of Honour and Virtue; for what can be more Hero- 
ical then to poſtpone Life and Country to the Duty we owe 
to God's holy Laws and Religion? 

There are many Hiſtotians, tis true, that liv'd in the ſame 


Age with us, and yet ſay nothing of us; not out of Ignorence, 


but-Envy rather, or ſome other ſpiteful Paſlion, as will be 
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made appear. Jerome was a Co- temporary with Hecatæus, 
and wrote a Book entituled, Of the Succeſſors of Alexander, 
He was the Favourite of King Antigonus, and had the Go. 
vernment of Syria. Now Hecatæus wrote a compleat vo. 
lume of our Affairs, and Jerome has not ſo much as one 
Word of us: though we did in a Manner draw the ſame Air 
together. But Men act according to their differing Incline 
tions: Some are for tranſmitting the Memory of the good 
Things that are in us to Poſterity; and others, for ſuppreſs 
ſing them, to the Scandal even of Truth itſelf. 

But we are not yet without Evidence ſufficient to juſtify 
our Claim; as the Ægyptians, Chaldæans and Phenicians ; 
the Greeks over and above: for beſides thoſe before menti- 
'on'd, there's Theophilus, Theodotus, Mnaſeas, * Ariſtephanes, 
Hermogenes, Euemerus, Conon, ZLopyrion ; and many others 
perhaps more then I am aware of, that have particularly 
made mention of us, Now the greater Part of theſe Authors 
muſt undovbtedly be in the Dark, as to the Hiſtory of the 
firſt Ages of the World for Want of the Holy Scriptures for Þ 
their Guide: But they all agree however in a common Ac. 
knowledgment of our Antiquity; and that's as much as ve“ 
deſire. As for Demetrius Phelereus, the elder Philon, and 
Eupolemus ; they are not much out of the Way, and deſerve Þ 
to be born withal for Want of the Means of being better in. 
form'd. | | 9 

There is, yet one Article behind that J have oblig'd myſel 
to clear: That is to ſay; I am to diſprove all the Reproaches 
and Scandals that have been caſt upon us, and to expoſe the 
Authors of them upon the Credit of their own Witneſſes; 
for they have ſpoken as much againſt themſelves as. againſt 
us. But the Spitc and Partiality of paſſionate Writers is no 
new Thing to Men that are converſant in Hiſtory : Some ex- 
erciſe their Malignity upon whole Nations, Cities, Manners, 
&c. ſome in ſhorr, upon one Thing, ſome upon another; as 
Theepompus did by the Athenians; Polycrates, by the Lacedæmo- 
11aus ; and the Author of Tripeliticus (not Theopompus, as ſome 
imagine) did by the Thebans. Timæus hath been very foul 
al'o both upon theſe People and others: and it is ſtill their 
Way to derogate from what is moſt excellent. Some out of 
Malevolence and Envy; others to get themſelves a Name by 
ferting up for the Authors of extravagant Stories. By which 
Means they paſs with Fools for wiſe Men; and with wiſe 
Men for Fools. This is their Way of defaming the Jews : 

. an 


—_— _—— 


aaa 
ah - 


4 „„ 2 


* Lat. Ariphoves. 


Wag Ts omg We ge f . Oh” 2 Bot 


Jo 


— 


R 


0 


— 


C 


enn, r RSS PP og rs PPP 


Book I. in AnsSWzr fo Ari v. * | 1235 5 
and to gratify the Ægyptians they endeavour to blaſt the 


Truth itſelf. 5 a | | 
The Egyptians being known to be our Enemies, there was 


no better Way to gratify thoſe People, then to diſguiſe and 


falſify the Story, both of our Forcfathers coming into e 
gypt, and that of their going out again: For they hated and 
envy'd us for many Realons. Firlt, for growing ſo powers» 
ful and conſiderable, while we were among them; and afters 
wards ſo happy when we were from them. The Divcriity 
of Religions was another Cauſe of Fend ; there being the 
ſame Difference in Proportion, betwixt their Religion and 
ours, that we find betwixt the Divine Purity and created 
Nature, for they made Gods of their Beaſts, and worſhipp'd 
Brute Animals, one with another indifſerently. This was 
the Doctrine they drew in with their Mother's Milk: and 
that Pre poſſeſſion, render'd theſe fooliſh People incapable of 
better Things. They had a mortal Hatred for the Proſe- 
lytes that came over to us; and they are ſunk to ſuch a fot» 
tith Abjection of Mind, that they made no Difficulty of con- 
tradicting themſelves, and giving the Lie to their own Re- 
cords. This ſhall be made good out of the Authority of a 
great Man of their own, whom I have already made Uſe of 
in Proof of our Antiquity, 

When Manethon was upon his Egyptian Hiſtory, he paſs'd a 
ſolemn Proteſtation that he would faithfully extract it out of 
the Holy Scriptures ; © and fo he prefaces his Diſcourſe with a 
« Story of our Anceſtors carrying an Army into Ægypt, and 
*« ſubduing the Country: but that being driven out again ſoon 
« after, they ſettled themſelves in a Province that is now call'd 
« F7udea; built a City by the Name of Feru/alem, and erected 
«© a Temple.” Thus far he follows Antiquity. But when he 
comes atterward to give himſelf a looſe, and to deliver val. 
gar Rumours and Traditions, (as he calls them) the Fables 
he raiſes of us are altogether incredible, for he makes no more 


of us than a Rabble of Ægyptian Lepers, and other infected 


Perſons promiſcuouſly jumbled together, that were driven out 


of Agypt for their Uncleanneſs. He fancies them a King too 


by the fictitious Name of Amenophis; but was ſo conſtious of 

the Impolture, that he durſt not venture upon calculating 
the preciſe Time of his Reign, as he does in other Caſæs; for 
the Connexion would betray him, Under this Cover he tacks 


ſeveral idle Tales to his Hiſtory; wherein he had almoſt fore 


gotten his own Reckoning: That is to ſay; that it was now 


Eve Hundred and eighteen Years ſince the Shepherds went out 
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of Egypt toward Jeruſalem; for it was in the Reign of The mo. 


is that they departed. From Themoſis to the two Brothers 


Sethon and Hermeus, the Government continu'd in aSucceſhon 


For three Hundred ninety three Years, © Sethon, he ſays, was 


« otherwiſe call'd Ægyptus, and Hermæus was call'd Danaus; 
« whom Sethon ſupplanted, and then kept the Government 
« fifty nine Years. His eldeſt Sonꝰ Rhampſes ſurceeded him, 
« and reign'd ſixty ſix Years.” Now after owning the Depar- 
ture of our Predeceſſors out of Egypt ſo many Years before, he 
caſts the Mock King Amenophis into the Royal Liſt, and makes 
him a Prince of Divine Speculations ; like Orzs, he ſays, one 


of his Predeceſſors: and ſays further, * That he had a Mind 


& to ſee the Gods, wherein one Amenophis the Son of Papius, 
© and a Prieſt of their Way, ſo far gratify'd him, that he told 


£ him his Deſire ſhould be granted; upon Condition, that 


© the Kingdom might be clear'd of all Lepers, and other 
„e unclean Perſons. This Amenophis, ſays Manetho, was a 
* Perſon of ſuch a Reputation for a holy Man and a Prophet, 
<* that the King was overjoy'd at the Promiſe, and preſently 
« gather'd together out of Xgypt a Multitude of infirm, foul, 
“and ſickly People, to the Number of fourſcore Thouſand, 
and ſent them away to the Ea//ward of the Nile, to work 
* in Quarries there, with a Mixture of other AÆgyptians to 
hon that Service was alloted, There were, fays he, leprous 
* Pricſts alſo, and learned Men intermingled with the reſt.” 

' Manethn carries it on; that © this wiſe heavenly Man, in 
% a Horror of Conſcience for what he had done, and in the 


„ Dread of a judicial Vengeance from Heaven upon himſelf, 


<«« for giving that violent Counſel, and upon the King for ta- 
« king it; finding by a Revelation that Divine Juſtice, to 
« balance the tyrannical Oppreſſion of their Sufferings, had 
% in Providence appointed them the Government of Ægypt 
« for thirteen Years :”” The Prieſt durſt not ſpeak one Word of 
this to the King, but committed the Inſpiration to Writing, 
and fo laid violent Hands upon himſelf, This frighted the 
King: And the Author goes on as follows, Word for Word. 

„The King being now ply'd with Petitions on the Behalfof 
& theſe miſerable People, and particularly for ſome Place of 
Retreat where they might live ſafe and eaſy, they pitch'd 


cc upon © Avaris, formerly known by the Name of Typhon, and 


% theSeat of theShepherds. ThePrince granted them thisBoon; 
% and they were no ſooner ſettled in it, but finding it a com: 
1 modious Poſt for a Rebellion, they litted iner under 


* Ofarſiph, 
r. Tethm/is, > Gr. Ramphes, Abaris. 
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« Ofarſiph, a Prieſt of Heliopolis, and took an Oath of Fidelity 
c to him in whatever he ſhould command them: Upon theſe 
« Preliminary Conditions, that they ſhould neither worſhip 
« any of the Egyptians Gods, nor abſtain from any of the 
e Meats that they account holy, nor intermarry but with Peo- 
« ple of their own Opinion, When they had gone thus far in 
« Oppoſition to the Agyptians Intereſt and Cuſtoms, the Com- 
&© mander preſently order'd the fortifying and the walling-in 
« of the City, and the levying of War againſt Amenaphis : 
« Who taking other Prieſts along with him, fent an Embaſſy 
4 to the Shepherds at.Feruſalem, whom King Themoſrs had for- 
« ced away out of Egypt with Inſtructions to the Deputies 
& to adviſe upon the common Cauſe, and to invite them into 
« a League againſt £gypt, with a Promiſe to join in the Confe- 
« deracy, and receive them into Avaris the Seat of their Ance- 
* ſtors ; where they were ſure they could want nothing; but 
« they might fight when they found it convenient; and with 
all the Eaſe in the World make themſelves Maſters of thePro- 
« vince. They were tranſported with Joy at this Propoſal, and 
c immediately drew-out to the Number of two Hundred 
“ Thouſand Ren, and fo march'd away outright ta fvaris.: 
Amenophis, upon the News of this Invaſion, was at his 
& Wit's End what to think of the Prophetical Paper the Prieſt 
left behind him: And ſo immediately call'd a great Coun- 
& cil of his Princes and People together, and ſent away all the 
« Beaſts that paſs'd for ſacred among the Egyptiaas, with a 
&« ſtrict Order to the Prieſts to kept all their Idols as cloſe as 
« poſſible. He committed bis Son Sethor, otherwiſe called 
« Romaſſes, after his Father's Name, Rhamp/cs.a Child of five 
“ Years of Age, to the Care of a particular Friend: And fo 
© marched away bimſeif in the Head of three Hundred Thous 
„ fand fighting Men to encounter the Enemy. But upon fe + 
„ cond Thoughts, and a Check of Conicicnce, he turn'd ſhort 
« without fighting, and went his Way to 1cnphis ; where he 
% and his People touk ſhipping, and with nis and the reſt 
# of their Gods, fled into Æthiopia. The King of the Country 
gave him and his People ſo generous a Reception, that they 
« wanted for nothing the Place afforded ; either Proviſions, or 
“ Habitations, for their Entertainment and Convenience, to 
& ſerve them the whole Courie of that fatal thirteen Ycars 
« Baniſhment. hus it far'd with the ZEoyptians in Rthio- 
pia: beſide that they had a Guard allow'd them upon the 
“Frontier for the Safcty of their King's Perſon.” 
f K KK 3 | 


EMA a24 +6), 


Ws 


VV 


LY 
4 


x 
5 
5 
2 q 
hg 
x2 
8 N 
> 


OS HPO eee 


5 


But 


* — 


% 


— " 


Er. ofo Ratſeus tu falros ocnemasmenen. 


4299 Fravives Josrvints Book 1. 


« Butin the mean Time the Jeruſalem Auxiliqries made in. 
f finitely more Ravage in Ægypt, than they that call'd them 
in: For there was nothing they ſtuck at that was either in. 
humane, or wicked; and the very Spectacle of their Im pie. 
* ty was a Calamity not to be expreſs'd. The razing, burn. 
* ing and rifling of Towns and Villages was nothing to them; 
e without Sacrilege, and breaking the Images of their Gods to 
* Pieces over and above: Moſt barbaroully tearing the conſe. 
F crated Creatures that the Ægyptians ador'd, Li:::b from 
ff Limb; forcing. the Prieſts and Prophets to be the Executio. Þ 
| ners of themſelves, and then turning them off naked.“ 
The Author ſays yet further, That the Founder of that 
te Polity was one ©/ar/iph, a Prieſt of Helicpolis, ſo called 
* from Cris, a God that was worſhipp'd there: And he [| 
4% ſays that this Prieſt changing his Religion, changed his“ 
* Name too, and called himſelf Mojes,” This is an Agyps 
tian Story of the Jews ; but contracted for Brevity Saxe. 
Manctlio fays yet again that“ Amencphis and his Son 
* Rhampſcs marched afterward out of Athiepia with two! 
great Armies; encounter'd the Shepherds and the Le- 
* pers ; routed, and had the Chaſe of them with a very great 
Slaughter, to the Borders of Syria.” This is the Account 
we have from 7Zanetho ; which is moſt ridiculouſly trivial 
and childith, as will evidently appear. | 
He gives it for granted, in the firſt Place, that our Forefa- 
thers were not originally of Ægypt, but came thither from 
Abroad; reduced the Country; and after that, quitted it. 
But as to our mingling afterwards with the Zgyprtian Les 
pers, and Moeſes that led us out of the Land of Agypr, be- 
ing one of them : This is fo palpable a Falſchood, that it 
Will be prov'd out of his own Mouth to have been many A- 
ges before, Now this is not only a Fiction; but the Foun- 
dation of it as ridiculous, as it is falſe. | 
King Amenophis, he ſays, had a Mind to ſee the Gods. What 
Gods I beſcech you? For the Ox, the Goat, the Crocodile, and 
the Balocn may be ſeen at any Time: And theſe are the Gods 
that they worſhip. But if he means celeſtial Gods, they are 
altogether inviſible, And what was it that put this Conceit 
in his Head now? Why, another King it ſeems had ſeen them 
before. And why might not he as well have been told what 
they were, and how they look'd, withont any further Trous 
ble ? Very good ! But the Prophet, they ſay, that ſet him agog 
upon this Fapcy was a good, and a wiſe Man; and one that 
the King did very much confide in: That is, to ſay, that he 
 Yould do a Taivg impoſlible to be done. But he fail'd 2 4 
| | ne 
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End however. In one Word more; Why muſt the Gods be 
ever the more inviſible at laſt, becauſe Men are Cripples, or Le. 
ers? They are offended at us for ill Manners, not for corpo=- 
ral Defects. And how ſhall it enter into any Man's Head to 
imagine, that ſo many Thouſand diſeaſed and impotent Per- 
ſons ſhould be brought together at ſo ſhort a Warning? or 
how came it that the King did not follow the Direction of his 
Prophets; and rather baniſh them according to his Order, 
than condemn them to the Mines and the Quarries ? as if his 
Buſineſs had been rather to get Workmen then to purge the 
Province, And then he makes the Prophet kill himſelf in the 
Dread of a Divine Vengeance, and leave the King in a Writs 
ing the Fate of Agypt. But how came the Prophet not to 
foreſce his own Deſtruction as well as the reſt ? Why did he 
not diſſuade the King from the Vanity of his fantaſtical 
Longing? Or to what End did he trouble himſelf about a 
Calamity, that was not to take Place till he ſhould be dead 
and gone? Or was the Miſery he fear'd worſe then Death 
itlelf? But the moſt ſottiſh Part of the Story is_yet- behind. 
“ TheKing heard of this, he ſays: And mightily troubled 


ce he was to think what might come of it.” And what did he 


do, I beleech'you? Why, inſtead of purging Ægypt as he ſhould 
have done of the Sick and Unclean, he reſtor'd them, upon 
their firſt Aſking, to Hvaris, the Habitation of their Forefa- 
thers : And there they made Choice of the High-Prieſt of He- 
{iopolis for their Prince and Governour; and to him they ſwore 
Allegiance; in Particular, that they would neither worſhip 
any of their Gods, nor forbear eating any of their privileg'd 
Meats but deſtroy alli as much as in them lay, that the Mg ype 
tians elteemed ſacred ; and contract no Marriages but with 
their Confederates, Theſe were the Mcalures that the Multi- 
tude bound themſelves by Oath to live and die by. In fine, 
they fortify'd Avarzs, he ſays, and took up Arms againſt the 
King; ſending to Jeruſalem for Aſſiſtance with a Promite of 
putting it into their Hands, (as their Station of Old) nor doubts 
ing but from thence, upon a Conjunction, they might eaſily 
make themſelves Maſters of all Egypt. He follows the Story 
that they advanced with two Hundred Thouſand Men; but 
that Amenophis the Ægyptian King, becauſe he would not fight 
againſt God, took his Flight into Æthiopia, and took Apis and 
all his deify'd Animals along with him; and that atterwards, 
the Fews breaking in upon Ægypt, laid their Towns Waſle, 
and then ſet Fire both to their Cities and Temples ; put their 
Nobility to the Sword, and fo committed all Manner of Outs 
rages without Diſtinction or Mercy. The Pzicit, Ze ſays that 
. | KKEEE is had 
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had the Adminiſtration of the Government, was a Native of 
Hicropolis; his Name was Oſarſiph, ſo called, from _ 
God Ofiris : And then aſſuming the Name of Moſes. 
ſays that Amenophis fell into Ægypt out of Ethiopia with . . 
mighty Power in the thirteenth Year after his Expulſion; 
and in a Battle with the Shepherds and the Lepers, gain'd 4 
notable Victory, cut-off great N umbers, and-had the Purſuit 
up to the Skirts of Syria. 
Manet ho was not aware here again how e he tacks 
Dis Stories together. For though the Lepers aid the Impotents 
might think it hard Meaſure at firſt to be ſo treated by the King, 
at the Inſtigation of the Prophet; yet when they came after- 
ward to be cas'd of the Slavery of the Mines, and to be allow'd . 
the Comfort of a commodious Habitation, this fair Uſage one 
would think ſhould have ſweetned them again: Or, if the A- 
verſion they had to the King was implacable, Why did they 
not rather contrive ſome Practice upon his Perſon, than im- 
droil the Publick, where they were all ſo much concern'd 
for the Sake of their Relations. But the Conteſt was with Men, 
not with the Gods: neither would they act contrary to the 
Laws they were brought- up in. So that we are now to con- 
dur Thanks to Mane l ho, for declaring that the Ring- leaders of 
this Uptoar, were none of thoſe that came out of Feruſalem; 
but the very &gyprians themſelves, and their Prieſts eſpecially 
that had ty'd them up by Oath. to what they did. What can 
be more nonſenſical then to ſay, That when they ſaw none 
of the Lepers Friends or Allies would join with them in the 
Rebellion, or bear any Part in the Riſk of the War, they 
were forced to ſend ſome of their ſick People to Jeruſalem for 
Succour ! Well! And upon what Score of Friendſhip, or In- 
tereſt betwixt them? For they were rather to be look'd upon 
as Enemies, in the Contradictions of their Lives and Manners, 
But they came, he lays, at the firſt Call upon the Promiſe, 
Hope and Expectation of being put into the Poſſeſſion of A.- 
£gypt ; as if they that had been beaten out of Ægypt, had not 
underflood the Condition of the Place. *Tis true, if they had 
been in a necefiitons ſtarving Condition, it might have been 
worth their While, but for People at Eaſe, and in a much 
more fruitſul and agrecable Country than #gype, to run ſuch 
a Hazard in Favour of their on Enemies; and thole ſo 
ſeandaleull 5 diſeaſed too, that they would pever have been 
ſufler'd in a private F amily: Theſe are Extravagances for none 
but Madmen to be guilty of, And who couſd loreſes the 
King's running away after all this, in the Head of three 


Hundred Ther lang Men? For that was the Number, ſays 
Manetlo, 
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Manetho, that he brought to Peluſium to encounter the Re- 
bets. He charges it alſo upon the Jeruſalem- Army, that they 
ſeized the Egyptians Corn and Proviſions, and brought the 

or People into great Diſtreſs by embezeling their Stores, 
And what could they expect leſs now from an open and a de- 
clar'd Enemy? Eſpecially when the Egyptians had already, 
done the very ſame Thing, and bound themſelves by Oath 
to continue the ſame Courle. - | 1 

What ſhall we ſay then to his Story of the Rout Ameno- 
pbis gave the Enemy; with the Slaughter and Purſuit of them 
to the Borders of Syria? Does Egypt lie fo open on all 
Hands, and would not they that had the Menage of the War, 
when they knew Amenophis was upon the March, ſecure the 
Paſſes out of Ethiopia; and draw an Army together to oppoſe 
him? Which might ſo eaſily have been done. But he follows 
« them upon the Heel, ſays Manetho, over all the dry barren. 
« Sands as far as Syria; and doing Execution upon them all the 
« Way he went.“ A likely Matter! To purſue an Enemy with 
an Army over a Deſert that is hardly paſſable, even without 
any Interruption. Here is enough out of Aanethe, to ſhew 
that we neither had our Original from the Zoyptizns, not a- 
ny Mixture with them. As for the leprous, tainted Part of. 
them, we may reckon that there dy'd many of them in the 
Quarries? More in the War, and great Numbers in this laſt ; 
Action and Flight, We ſhall proceed now to examine what 
Iuue tho lays concerning Het. N 

« The Agyptians themſelves are all agreed upon it; that 
« Moſes was a Man of ſingular Integrity and Wiſdom; and 
they ſtood out at nothing, tho' never fo falſe and infamous, 
« to make an Ægyptian of him: (that is to ſay, their Conne 
« try-man ;) and one of the Prieſts of Heliopaus: who was 
« expell'd, with ſcveral others, for a Leper,” Now we ſind 
in the Chronology, that Moſes liv'd five Hundred and eighteen 
Mears, before this Conjuncture, and conducted our Forefa- 
thers out of Egypt into the Country where we now inhabits , 
So that there needs no further Proof that he was no Leper th in 
what ariſes from his own Words; f. e. That no Lepers ſhould 
de admitted into any Towns or Villages; but live apart in a 
dliſtinct Habit by themſelves; and that whoever touch'd a 
. Zeper, or lodg'd under the fame Roof with him, ſhould be re- 
pated unclean: and whoever ſhould come to be cur'd of that 
Diſeaſe, and reſtor'd to his former State, he ſhould paſs ſome | 
certain Purifications ; waſh himſelf with Fountain- Water ; 


ſhave all his Hair off, and offer ſuch and ſuch Sacrifices, be- 


fore he ſhould be recciv'd iato the holy City. Now if —_ 
3 he 
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had been afflicted with this Diſtemper himſelf, he would ne. 
ver have been ſo ſevere upon others for it. | 

And this Strictneſs of his was not only in the Cafe of Le. 
pers; but no Man was qualify'd for the Prieſthood, that had 
the leaſt Main upon him, or any other corporal Defect ; ag 
it was Deprivation alſo when it happen'd to be the Caſe of a 
Prieſt. Can any Man think now that if Moſes had been a 
Leper, he would have made ſuch Laws againſt himſelf, and 
ſo much to his own Shame and Loſs. As to the Change of 
the Name at laſt, from O/ar/iph to Moſes, what Affinity does 
there appear betwixt the one and the other? Where's the A. 
greement betwixt them? Moy, in Ægyptiam, is Water ; and 
Moyſes is as much as preſerved out of the Water + And that's 
the whole Myſtery. It is now manifeſt, that ſo long as Manetho 
kept himſelf to the Records of Antiquity, he was not much 
wide of the Truth: but when he gives himſelf up to Fiction 
and Fable, there is no longer any Connection in his Story, 

I ſhall advance now to Chzremon, another Fg yprian Hi. 


ſtorian; who ſuppoſes the ſame Names and Perſons of Ame- 


naphis and his Son Rameſſes, with Manetho. © He ſays, that 
« the Goddeſs Iſis appear'd to Amenophis in a Viſion, and chid 
ce him ſeverely for ſuffering her Temple to be ruin'd in the 
«© War. And he ſays that Phritiphantes a holy Scribe, ſuggeſt- 
« ed it to the King, that if he would clear Ægypt of all Pev- 
« ple labouring under foul and malignant Diſtempers, he 
„ ſhould never be troubled again with thoſe Nightly Appari. 
«tions. Upon this, there was a Call madeof impotent and in- 
« firm Wretches, and two Hundred and fifty. Thouſand of 
«them baniſh'd the Place under the Command of Mes, and 
c 7oſeph, two of the Number, and holy Men: Maſes in Eg yp 
ce tian, being called Ti/rthes ; and Joſeph, Peteſeph. He ſays 
ce that they found at Peluſium three Hundred and cighty 
«© Thouſand Men, that Amenophis had left there, refuſing 
te them a Paſſage into Egypt. They ſtruck a League, and 
c“ joyn'd in an Expedition againſt the Ægyptians: But Ame- 
be naphis would not ſtand it, and fo withdrew into X?hiopin, 
« Jeaving his Wife Big behind him. She ſhifted up and down 
in Caves and Holes, till at length ſhe was deliver'd of a 
& Male-Child that ſhe called Meſenes ; who growing up to 
«© Man's Eſtate, drove about two Hundred Thouſand of the 
e 7ews into Syria, and brought back his Father Amenophis 
4c out of Ethiapia. ' Thus far Chæremen. 

There needs no more now to overthrow the Credit of theſe 


Writers, than ro confront them. There is no reconciling of 


Truth and Error, and no dividing of Truth againſt itſelf: But 
UC : | when 
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when Men fly to Fables and Impoſtures, they write Fancy ra- 
ther than Hiſtory. Manetho imputes the Baniſhment of the 
Lepers to Amenophis's Curiolity to fee the Gods: Cheremon 
to the Viſion of {/is. The Former makes the Prieſt Amenophis 
the Adviſer to the purging of the King's Dominions of the 
ſick People. The other ſays it was Phritiphantes. And they 
agree every jot as well in their Numbers, as in their Stories. 
One makes them eighty Thouſand Men: the other two Hunds 
red and fifty Thouland. Manetho again ſends the Lepers firſt 
to the Quarries ; and after that, tranſports thera to .Avaris ; 
where they call to Fery/alem for Help, and make that the Riſe 
df the War. Ch@remon will have it on the contrary, that be- 
ing driven out of Egypt, they made uſe of three Hundred and 
eighty Thouſand Men at Pelufium, that Amenophis had left 


there; and with that Body of Men invaded Ægypt, and fright» 


ed Amenophis away into Æthiopia. This he tells us; but, (which 
is wonderful) not one Word who theſe Men were; whence 
this vaſt Army came; whether Ægyptians, or Foreigners; or 
why Amenophis would not receive them. And then there's 
Chœremon's Dream of is, and the Lepers. He ſays again, that 
Moſes and Foſeph were expell'd together; whereas Jeſeph was 
dead four Generations before Mo/es's Time; computing the 
whole at about a Hundred and ſeventy Years. Manetha 
makes Ræmeſſes the Son of Amenophis a baniſht Man 
with his Father ; a Party in the War with him, and Father 
and Son Fellow Exiles in Æthiopia. But Cheremon makes 
him a poſthumous Child, and born in a Cave after the Death 
of his Father. In Time he prows up to be a Conquerour, and 
drives away ſome two Hundred Thouſand ZFews into Syria. 
What a ſot:iſh Credulity is this! Without telling us what 


| theſe three Hundred and eighty Thouſand were: Or how 


t'other eighty Thouſand Men periſh'd ; whether they fell in 
Battle, or went over to Rameſſes. But which is the greateſt 


Wonder of all, he does not fo muck as tell ns who they are 


that he calls Zews; or to which of the two Parties he gives 
that Appellation; whether to the two Hundred and fifty 
Thouſand Lepers, or to the three Hundred and eighty Thou- 
ſand at Peluſtum But it would be Time loſt to confute thoſe 
that confute themſelves 2 and there is no Conviction ſo ſtrong 
as that which comes out of their own Mouths. 

I come now to Ly//machus, a profeſs'd Falſifier, as well as 
the reſt; but for the Faculty of an extravagant Invention, ſo 
much beyond them all, that he out-docs them all with the 
Malice of the Fiction. He ſays that, In the Reign of Boc- 
n cheris Ring of Egypt the Fetus were ſo leprous, ſcabby and 

J . over- 
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« over · run with foul Diſtempers, that they prefs'd into the 
« Temples to beg for Charities. There dy'd great Numbers of 
« them of contagious Diſeaſes : Upon which there follow'd a 
« Famine in Egypt. Bocchoris, in this Diſtreſs, ſent to con- 
« fult the Oracle of Jupiter Ammon, about this Dearth : And 
e the Anſwer was this, that he ſhould purifie the Temples by 
< {ending away all unclean and impious Perſons out of them 
© into the Deſert, and drowning thoſe that were ulcerated and 
„ leprous; for the Sun itſelf had a Horror for ſo abominable 
« a Sight; and this being done, the Earth ſhould bring forth 
« Fruit again, and Nature return. to her Courſe. Bocchoris 
„ preſently, upon this, call his Prieſts and his Diviners about 
„ him; and by their Advice, orders the ſick People to be 
& ſorted together, and dcliver'd up to the Soldiers: the Le. 
“ pers and Scorbuticks to be lapt up in Lead, and caſt into 
te the Seca; and the others to be carry'd into the Wilderneſs, 
and there expos'd to be ftarv'd, The Night now coming on, 
„ theſe poor People began to think what to do with them- 
& ſelves : So they made Fires, ſet Watches and Guards, and 
* the next Night kept a Faſt, to reconcile themſelves to the 
Gods whom they had offended. On the Day following, 
there was one Maſes, he ſays, that agviſed them to decamp, 
„ and march on all together till they met with better Ac- 
© commodation: With a Charge to do no good Offices upon the 
„% Way; nor ſo much as to give any Man good Counſel that 
© ſhould deſire it; and likewiſe to break down all the Tem- 
te ples and Altars they found in the Way. Theſe Propoſals 
«were no ſooner approv'd, and the Reſolution taken, but 
„the Multitude preſently put themſelves upon the March o- 
te yer the Wilderneſs ; and after many Hardſhips, came at lat 
into a Country that was both dreſs'd and Peopled. They 
« treated the Inhabitants crueily to the higheſt Degree; burnt, 
and pillag'd their Temples; and came in the End, to a 
Place that they now call Judœa, and built a City there by the 
« Name of Hieroſula, (according to the Occahion) being as 
« much as to ſay, the Spoil of boly Things: But coming at- 
& terwards into Power and Reputation, they were atham'd of 
“% their own Name, and chang'd Hieroſula into Hieroſoluma, 
« and call'd themſelves after their City.“ - | 
We have a third King, quite different from the two for- 
mer Kings of Manetho and Chæremon: who, without one 
Word of the Dream and the Ægyptiqn Prophet, went to aſk 
Council of the Oracle about the Lepers and other unclcan Per- 
ſons. He ſays, That the Jews gather'd together in Multitudes 
about the Temples, Does he mean the Lepers by the he 9 
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As if the Jews were only tainted with that Diſeaſe ; for he 
ſeems ſo to reſtrain it in calling them the People of the eus. 
But why does he not tell us alſo whether he means Natives, 
or Strangers? If Egyptians, Why does he call them 7ews ? 


Or if Strangers, Why does he not tell us whence they came? 


And then again, if there were ſo many of them drown'd, 
and the reſt thrown out into Deſerts, How came there to be 
ſo many left ? and How came they likewiſe to paſs the Wil- 
derneſs; poſſeſs the Country; erect a City; and to build 
the molt glorious Temple in the World? 

How comes he now again to'give us only the bare Name 
of our Law-giver, without any Thing of his Country ; his 
Perſon, or his Family ? And how came he to make ſuch ex- 
travagant Laws in his Paſſage, to the Diſhonour both of 
Gods and Men? Either theſe Exiles were Ægyptians, or not. 


If the former, they would hardly caſt off their Country's 


Laws on a ſudden. Or if they came from elſewhere, they 
had undoubtedly certain Meaſures and Cuſtoms of their own, 
that they could not eaſily part with. It is likewiſe to, be 
conſider'd, that if they had join'd in an Oath of Confedera- 
cy againlt thoſe that drove them out, they might have had 
a plauſible Colour for it : But for a Company of miſerable 
friendleſs Wretches, as they own themſelves, to engage in a 
mortal Feud and Defiance againſt all Mankind; What great- 
er Folly could there be in the World, bating only the Fic- 
tion of ſo ridiculous a Story! And yet the Conceit of the 
Name, with an Alluſion to the City, and afterwards chang- 
ing it, makes the Foolery all of a Piece. But how came the 
Name now, which was at that Time, as he ſays, ſo great a 
Scandal to the City, to be accounted afterwards ſo great an 


Honour to the Inhabitants ? Now this angry Author was ſo 


intent, I ſuppoſe, upon Spite and Miſchief, that he took 
Hieroſoluma for the ſame Thing in Hebrew, that it is in 
Greek, But what Need many Words, for the expoſing of 
an Impoſture that has the Confidence to contradict and to 
diſprove itſelf. Beſide that it is high Time, to put an End 
to this Book, and paſs to the next ; wherein I propound, 
to make good my Undertaking... 
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Anſwer to API ON about the | 


ANTiQUITIES of the JEws. 


BOOK II. 
. I 1 Aving already given ſufficient Proof of the Antiquity 


of our Nation, upon the Credit of ſeveral Phenician, 
- Chaldean, and AHgyptian Hiſtorians ; together with 
other Greek Authors, in my Reflections upon Manetho, Chas 
remon, &c. After this Right, I fay, done to the common 
Cauſe, in the foregoing Treatiſe, I ſhall now (my deareſt 
Epaphroditus) turn my Diſcourſe more particularly to my 
Perſonal Adverſaries, and to Apion the Grammarian, in the 
firſt Place; (if at leaſt ſuch a one may be worth taking No- 
tice of.) As to his Relations, they are vulgar, and fabulous, 
after the Way of that foul-mouth'd Sort of People ; the Air 
of his Writings, flat and heavy ; palpable Ignorance over 
and above, and a Vein of Calumny running from one End 
of them to the other; a Mixture, in fine, that ſpeaks the 
Compoſitor to be unmannerly, violent and troubleſome, to 
the higheſt Degree. But yet conſidering that there are more 
Fools in the World than wiſe Men; and that Fools are bet- 
ter pleas'd with Fooleries than with Matters of more Gravi: 
ty and Weight; and conſidering again, how many there 
are that had rather hear their Neighbours traduc'd, than well 
ſpoken of; I find myſelf under ſome Kind of Neceſſity to 
call this fond falſe Man to an Account for the Groſſneſs of 
his Arrogance, in making himſelf Judge of the Cauſe : But 
then I have this Encouragement on the other Hand, that 
People are generally well enough content to ſee the Miſchief 
of malicious Scandals and Clamours turn'd npon the Heads 
of the Authors. | 
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As to his very Manner of Writing, it is ſo dark, and intricate, 
that there's hardly any gueſſing what he would be at; in the 
Contuſion, Contradictions, and Inconſiſtence of his Stories, One 
while, he miſtakes the Hiſtory of our Forefathers departing out 
of Ægypt, the ſame Way that others have done, whom I have 
already confuted. Another while, he falls foul upon the Alex- 


orig eus; and then laſhes out into Outrages againſt the 


tes and Ceremonies of our holy Temple and Worſhip. 
Now as to the two Points: of pur Forefathers coming ori- 
ginally out of Zgyzt, and of their being driven out again, for 
any ſoul Diſeaſe, or infectious Diſtemper, or any other Reaſon 
of that Kind: I have ſaid more then needed, to the clearing of 


theſe two Imputations, So that L ſhall only ſum up what A.- 


jon hath added over and above, and particularly in tae third 
Book of his Egyptian Hiſtory. © Moſes, he ſays, was by Birth, 
« of Heliopolis, as I have heard from the oldeſt Men upon the 
« Place, of my Time. The People formerly had their religious 
Ly Meetings in the Open Air, till lofes that was well-{k111'd in 
« the Worſhip of his Country, brought their Congregations 
« out of the Fields into private Houſes in the City: Enjoining 
« the People to addreſs their Prayers ſtill toward the Sun. 
& Now with a Reſpect to the Situation of the Place, there 


& were, inſtead of Obeliſques, certain Pillars advanc'd upon 


« the Figures of Baſins with Engravings upon them; and the 
« Shadow falling upon theſe Baſins, (for all was open above) 
« ſtill as the Sun mov'd, the Shadow mov'd along with it.“ 
This was the rare Conceit of our wonderful Grammarian. 
But I ſhall rather leave the Confutation of him to the Writings 
of 7Mcſes, than take it upon myſelf. As for Mofes; he gives 
no Account, either of any ſuch Form preſcrib'd, or made Uſe 
of, at the firſt erecting of the Tabernacle ; or that he ever or- 
der'd Poſterity to do any Thing like it: Neither was Solomon 
(afterward the Founder of the Feruſalem- Temple) ever aware 
of any ſuch fantaſtical Curioſity, as Apion ſpeaks of, | 
As to the Authorities he cites, of the old Men that told 
kim Maſes was a Heliopelttan ; he was too young, it ſeems, to 
know it himſelf, and therefore conſulted ſome of his Co- 
temporaries, which, he ſays, were well acquainted with it. 
Was there ever ſo rank or fo ridiculous a Contrivance ! A. 


Spion could not find out what Country-man, either Homer, or 
Pythagoras was ; though the latter but of Yeſterday in Com- 
pariſon. How comes he then to be ſo poſitive in the Cafe 


of Moſes that liv'd ſo many Ages before them: and all this 


upon the Credit of what he had heard old Men ſay. 


And theſe Hiſtorians are no leſs divided about the Time of 
WES. MMiofes's 
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Moſes's leading the Leper, the Lame and the Blind out of A. 
gypt. Manetho makes it to be in the Reign of Tethmoſis, ſome 


three Hundred ninety three Years before the baniſhing of Da. 
naus to Argos. Lyfr machus will have it in the Reign of King 


Bocchoris: That is to ſay, ſeven Hundred Years before Molon, 
and ſeveral others reckon according to their own Fancy. But 


Apion, that ſets up for the Oracle of the whole Party pitches 


the Time preciſely upon the firſt Year of the ſeveath Olympi. 


ad : the very Year, he ſays, of the Building of Carthage. He 
makes Mention of Carthage, as a Token that would infallibly 
confirm the Truth of his Computation : Whereas, at the ſame 
Time, without conſidering what he does, he furniſhes Argu- 
ments and Evidence againſt himſelf: at leaſt if any heed may 
be given in this Caſe to the Phenician Records, for we find 
in that Hiſtory that Hiram liv'd at leaſt a Hundred and fifty 
Years before the Building of Carthage, as we have prov'd al. 
ready ont of the Phœnician Annals: and that he had a particu» 
lar Friendſhip and Veneration for So/omen, the Founder of the 
Temple at Jeruſalem, and contributed Materials in Abundance 
toward the perfecting of that Work. But Solomon, in fine, 
laid the Foundations of the Temple ſix Hundred and rwelve 
Years after the Jews went out of Fo ypt. 

As to the Number of the Exiles, Apion agrees in the ſame f uſe 


Account with Lyſ/tmachus, of a Hundred and ten Thouſand, 


But then the Original he gives of the Word Sabbath, is Childiſh, 
even to Admiration. When the 7erws, ſays he, had been ſix 


„Pays upon the Way, they were ſeized with Ulcers, and Ins 


« fammations about the Groin : and for this Reaſon they reſt 
cc ed theSeventh-Day.And being now ſafely arriv'd in theCoun- 


ce try, called at preſent, 7#d&a, they gave the Day the Name of 


« the Sabbath; from the Eg yprian Sabbateſis; which is as much 


„as to ſay, the Diſeaſe of the Groin, as aforeſaid.” Was thcre 
ever ſo ſenſeleſs, and fo odious a Rabble of Fooleries patch'd 
together, and impos'd upon the World under the Face and 
Countenance of Hiſtory : ? A Hundred and ten Thouſand Men 
all labouring under the ſame Diſtemper ! And if they were 
Blind lixewile, Lame and Languiſhing, as Apion elſewhere re- 


orts them; how was it poſſible for ſuch an infirm Multitude 


of Men to hold out, but ſo much as one Day's Journey in the 
Deſert! And this was not all neither; for they were to cut 
their Way through all Oppoſition over and above. Is it not a 
likely Thing, I ſay, that a Hundred and ten Thouſand Men 
ſhould all fall ill at the ſame Time, of the ſame Diſeaſe ? Thi 


could never be according to the or dinaryCourſe of Nature: and 
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And is it not an admirable Fancy of Apion's, the bring- 
ing of a Hundred and ten Thouſand ſick and weak Men, ſaſe 
and ſound, every Soul of them, to 7udea in fix Days ! And 
then what a Story does he tell you of Moſes's advancing up 
to Mount Sinai, betwixt Ægypt and Arabia and lying cloſe. 
there for forty Days ; till coming down in the End, he de- 
liver'd the Law to the eus. I would fain know now how 
it is poſſible for ſuch a Body of Men to march over ſo vaſt a 
Deſert in ſix Days; or to ſubſiſt forty Days in a Place that 
affords neither Bread nor Water. | 
His trifling with the Grammatical Reaſon of the Word Sab- 
bath, is frivolous to the laſt Degree of Impertinence and Folly; 
for there is a mighty Difference betwixt the two Words Sabbo 
and Sabbatum : by the Latter, we underſtand the eus Day of © 
Reſt ; and the other he expounds himfelf, to be only the Name 


of the ÆAgyptian Diſeaſe. This may paſs for a Supplement of ? 
certain new Fables, that Apion has ſupperadded to the Story of i] 
Moſes, and ſo for the Fews going out of Ægypt, that were ne- | 
ver heard of before. But where's the Wonder tor a Man to bely : 
other People, that firſt claſhes with himſelf? He was born at | 


N Oaſis in Ægypt: but renounces the Place of his Nativity to be 1 
thought an Alexandrian ; which ſhews what Opinion he hath - : 
of the Zgyptians : for-that's the Name he g ves to all People, 
whom he would repreſent for the worſt of Men: And this is 
it that makes bim take ſuch Pains to diſguiſe his Extraction, N 
and ſhuffle off his Original. They that glory in the Dignity of 1 
their Country, reckon it a Point of Honour to make good their 1 
Title, and to maintain the Rights and Privileges belonging to 4 
it, againſt all Violence and Intruſion. Now this is the Caſe of l 
the Ægyptians, with a Reſpect to us. Either they claim Coun- 1 
try and Kin'red of us, on the one Hand; where they pretend {1 
. to value themſelves upon that Relation : Or where they take 
themſelves to ly under a> Scandal, they are willing, on the o- 
ther Side, that we ſhould bear our Part in the Reproach. Bur 
Apion menages all his outrageous Paſſions againſt us; as if his 1 
Bus ' neſs were to gratify the Alexandrians, for allow ing him the 1 
Freedom of their City : Well underſtandings the mortal Fend 
there was at that Time betwixt them and the 4/exandrian Fews; 
and ſtil] tho” he pretended to expoſe only one Sort of yes, the 
Venom of his Calumny and Malice extended to the wholeRace. 
But what were the grievous and intolerable Indignities all 
this while, that he charges with ſo much Bitterneſs upon the 
Alexandrian Fews ? The Jews, ſays Apion, upon their coming 
out of Syria, ſettled themſelves along the Coaſt, at a Place with- 
iu the Waſh of the Tide; but no Port at Hand for a Veſſel to 
ride in. Well! and was not Apion much to blame now to 
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caſt a Scandal upon ſo famous a City; and a City he ſo much 
glory'd in (how vainly and falſely ſoever) as the Place of his 
Nativity! For that Quarter has a Dependency upon Alæcan- 
dria, and univerſally reputed a moſt commodius Habitation, 
If the eus took it by Force, and ſo maintain'd it againſt all 
Oppoſition, ſo much the more to their Honour. 
But to deliver the plain Truth of the Matter, it was Alexan- 
der the Great that put the Fews into Poſſeſſion of it, and grant. 
ed to them the fame Freedoms and Immunities with the Mace. 
donians themſelves. But what would Apion have ſaid now, if 
inſtead of an Eſtabliſhment in this royal City, they had had 
their Reſidence allotted them at Necropolis: and if their Tribes 
were yet call'd Macedonians to this very Day. But either Apion 
hath read the Epiſtles of King Alexander, Ptolemy the Son of 
Lagus, and the ſucceeding Kings of Ægypt, the Inſcriptions 
that Cæſar cauſed to be engraven upon the Pillar at Alexandria, 
in Memory of the Privileges by him granted to the eus Api- 
on, I ſay, hath either read theſe Memorials, or he hath not; if 
the Former, be muſt needs be a very ill Man to write Things 
ſo contrary to his Knowledge; and the other Way, he has for- 
feited his Credit, as well for his Ignorance, as for his Spite. 
And he is as much out again too in his Wonderment at the 
Zews calling themſelves Hlexandrians for it ſpeaks him very 
little ſkill'd, either in common Senſe, or in Practice. Do we 
not know that all Colonies take their Names from the firſt 
Founders ? And we ſhall not need to look out for foreign In- 
ſtances, having ſo many nearer Home. The Jews of Antioch 
we call Antiochiaus ; our Forefathers being made free of that 
City by King Selcucus; and fo the Fews of Epheſus, are called 
Epheſrtans ; and thoſc of Jonias, JIovians To which Right they 
ſtand entitled by the ſucceſſive Privileges of former Grants. 
And this is a Grace that the State of Rome hath vouchſafed, 
not only to particular Perſons, but to whole Provinces and 
Nations. How came the ancient Perians; the Tuſcans, and 
the Sabines to be called Romans elſe ? Now if Apion will not 
allow the Benefit of this common Liberty to others, why does 
he claim it to himſelf, in taking upon him the Name of an 
Alexandria ? What Pretence hath any Man (according to 
his Rule) that was born in the inland Part of Agypt to write 
himſelf an AHlexandrian, and eſpecially an Egyptian; thoſe 
People wing the Men of the whole World to whom the Ma- 
ſters of it, the Romans, refuſe this Liberty? But our envious 
Hiſtorian lying under an Incapacity of pretending to this Ad- 
vantage himſelf, turns his Dif pleaſure againſt thoſe that are 
ina rightful: Poſſeſſion of it. 
| In the Erecting of this City, Alexander made uſe of the * 
a anc 


ance and Service of the eus; not for want of Men, but in the 
Teſtimony and Approbation of their Faith and Integrity, and 
with a Reſolution to do them further Honour and Reſpect. A. 
lexander, ſays Hecateus, had ſuch aTenderneſs for the Modeſty 
and Loyalty of the eus, that beſide other ſignal Bounties, he 
ave them the Province of Samaria, over and above, Tax - free. 
After Alexander, came Ptolemy the Son of Lagus : who had 
every Jot as good an Opinion of the Alexandrian Fews, as bis 
Predeceſlor, and into their Hands he committed the Truſt of 


all the Forts and ſtrong Holds in Ægypt. And for his better 


Security he planted Cyrene, and other Cities of Libya, with 


theſe People. | 
Ptolemy Philadelphus ſucceeded Ptolemy the Son of Lagus ; 


who did not only ſet all the 7euiſh Priſoners at Liberty that he 
had in his Country, but remitted them ſeveral Duties, and other 
Sums of Money: and which was more then all the reſt, he 


contracted a Paſſionate Inclination to be inſtructed in our 
Laws and Cuſtoms, and in the holy Myſteries of the ſacred 
Scriptures : inſomuch that he preſs'd earneſtly for Interpre- 
ters to be ſent him in order to his better Information. Now for 
the more ſpeedy Advance of the Work, the Care of it was 
committed to Demetrius Phalereus, Andreas, and Ariſteus 
(no common Men :) Demetrius the Miracle of his Age for 


Learning and Virtue ; the other two Captains of the Guards 


of his Body; to whom was committed the Care of the Work. 
It is not to be thought now that thisPrince could ever h had 
ſuch a Veneration for the Fewiſh Laws and Cuſtoms, and for 
the Piety and Wiſdom of our Forefathers, without a ſuitable 
Reverence and Affection for the Profeſſors of theſe holy Rules 
and Methods. But Apion muſt be very little read in that Hi- 
ſtory if he did not know that the Fews were highly in Favour 
with almoſt the whole Race of the Macedonian Kings. 

The third Ptolemy (call'd Euergetes) having made himſelf 
Maſter of Syria by Force, paid no Solemnity of Acknowledg- 


ments for his Victory, to the ÆMgyptian Gods; but ſacrific'd, 


and pave God Thanks in the Temple at 7eru/alem after the 


Manner of the Fews. | 
Ptolemy Philameter and the Queen Cleopatra committed the 
Charge of the whole Government to Onias, and Daſitheus, 


which were both eus. Apion meanly derogates from the Acti- 


on; whereas he ſhould rather have thank'd them for preſerving 
that Alexandria, whereof he very falſely pretended himſelf 
to be a Citizen. For when Ægypt was up in a Rebellion, and 
upon the very Brink of being irrecoverably loſt, theſe two 
Zews ſet, all Right again. Soon after this, Onias enter'd the 


Place (fays Apion) with a ſmall Army, in the Preſence of 
; 
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Thermus the Roman Embaſſadour : And this is all he ſays of 
the Exploit, though it cannot be deny d to have been a brave 
and a generous Action. | | | 
Upon the Death of this Ptolemy Philometer, Ptolemy Phyſcon 
the Son, march'd out of Gyrexe with a Deſign to force Cleopa- 
tra * and the King's Sons out of Ægypt, and uſurp the King- 
dom to himſelf, Upon this Ground it was that Onias made 
War upon Phon, in defence of Cleopatra, like a true Friend 
to a crown'd Head, as well in Adverſity as in Proſperity. But 
there never was a more remarkable Inſtance of God's Power 
and Juſtice then upon this Occaſion. For when Ptolemy was 
ready to joyn Battle with Onias, he caus'd all the Fews in A- 
lexandria, Men, Women and Children to be ſtript and bound, 
and ſo thrown naked to the Elephants to be trampled to Death: 
And the Beaſts were made Drunk too, to enflame their Fury. 
But in the Concluſion, and beyond all Expettation, the Ele- 
 phants quitted the Jews, and turning their Rage another Way, 
they deſtroy'd a great many of Ptolemy's beſt Friends. In this 
Inſtant of Time, there appeared to him a hideous Figure, with 
a menacing Precaution to him to leave perſecuting the eus: 
and the Favourite Miſtreſs of all his Concubines; (ſome call'd 
her Ithaca; others, Hirene) joyning in the ſame Office of 
Mediation; the Interceſſion wrought fo effectually upon him, 
that he not only granted the Requeſt, but heartily repented 
himſelf of all the Cruelties that he had either actually com- 
mittel, or intended. This is a Truth ſo notorious, that the 
Fews of Alexandria keep to this Day an Anniverſary Feſtival 
in Memory of their Deliverance. And yet ſuch is the ſpiteful 
 Malevolence of Apion that Enemy of Mankind, that he takes 
upon him to reproach the Jews for joyning in this War a- 
gainſt Phy/con, as an impious Action; whereas he ſhould ra- 
ther have extoll'd it as a laudable Piece of Juſtice, 
And fo for the laſt Cleopatra that reigned in Alexandria, how 
does Apion celebrate that Queen, and lay all the Blame at our 
Door: only becauſe ſhe was ungrateful to us? Why does he 
not expoſe her in the Lewdneſs of her Life and Manners ? In 
her Iniquity andFalſeneſs to the tendereſt of Huſbands, Friends, 
and Relations: to the Romans in general and to her imperial 
Bene factors? Did ſhe not cauſe her own Siſter Ar ſinoè to be put 
to Death in the Temple without a Crime? Did ſhe not as trea- 
© cherouſly murder her Brother? Did ſhe not rifle the Temples of 
the Gods of her Anceſtors, and the Sepulchres of her Forefathers? 
Did the not receive her Kingdom, as a Bounty from the —_ 
et 0 


| „ This Part of the Greek Cry is loſt, and the Vacancy ſupply's out 
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of the firſt Ce/ar, and afterwards rebel againſt his adopted 
Son and Succeſſor ? What was it but Cleopatra's Charms and 
| Philtres that debauch'd Anthony,and made him a Traytor both 
to hisCountry and to his Friends? Some Princes ſhe dethron'd;. 
others again ſhe made the paſſive Inſtruments of her Iniquity.. 
Io paſs now from her Ingratitude, Lewdneſs, Inhumanity, 
and Avarice, to that infamous Meanneſs of. Spirit that ſhe 
ſhew'd at the naval Battle of Actium, where ſhe abandon'd 
even her belov'd Anthony himſelf ; and the Father of many 
Children by her ; and her forcing him to deliver up his Army, 
and his Honour, and all this to follow her. Could any Thing 
be meaner, or more contemptible ! In fine, upon Cæſar's tak» 
ing Alexandria, ſhe was tranſported to ſuch a Degree of Rage, 
that ſhe valu'd herſelf upon the Merit of a mercileſs Barba- 
rity : inſomuch that it would have made ſome Amends for 
the Loſs of the Town if ſhe could but have put all the Zews 
that were in it, to Death with her own Hand. Now if it 
be again, as Apion reports, that Cleopatra refus'd Corn to the 
eus in a Time of Famine, why does he charge that upon us 
as a Diſgrace, which in effect redounds to our Honour, But 
Cleopatra receiv'd the juſt Reward of her evil Doings. 
And what can we do better now for our own. Juſtification, 
then to appeal to Cæſar him/elf ; the publick Decrees of the 
Senate of Rome, and the Teſtimonials of Auguſtus Ceſar ; 
which will all bear us Witneſs of the Faith and true Allegi- 
ance we have ever paid to the Empire ; and particularly in 
the War againſt the Egyptians. ; 

Now theſe are the Pieces and the Authorities that Apion 
ſhould have conſulted, if he would have done us Right. He 
ſhould have examin'd what Opinion Alexander himſelf and 
other great Princes had of us; all the Prolemies; the Senate: 
and ſo the moſt illuſtrious of the Roman Emperours. If Ger- 
manicus could not ſupply all the Hlexandrians with Corn, that 
wanted it; this was no Fault of the eus, but the Infelicity of 
a barren Seaſon, or a hard Year. For no Body ever doubted 
the good Affection of the Emperours toward the Alexandrian 
Jeus : neither were they deny'd Wheat any more then their 
Neighbours. But, on the contrary, they found Credit upon 
all Occaſions : as in the Command of the River, and otker 
conſiderable Paſſes : and they were truſted, in fine, in all 
Places and Matters of Moment beyond other People. 

But then ſays Apion, if the eus be Citizens of Alexandria, 


how comes it that they do not worſhip the ſame Gods, and 


embrace the ſame Religion with the reſt of their Fellow Citi- 
zens? Now to anſwer you in your own Way; How come 

you that are all Zgyptians, to claſh and ſquable one with 
3 ty» another 
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another about Diverſity of Opinions in the Matter of Wor. 
ſhip ? Shall we pronounce you preſently to be no Ægyptians 
for this ? Or ſhall we doubt, on the other Hand, whether you 
are, in Truth, Men, or no: for taking ſo much Pains to breed 
up Beaſts, even contrary to Nature, and then for worſhipping 
them when you have done? Whereas our People live in U- 
nion and Agreement. Now if you your ſelves are ſo divided 
among your ſelves, what Wonder is it if the Mexandrian Jews, 
that came thither from Abroad, ſtick to their old Laws ſtill, 
how differing ſoever from yours? 

But Apion would have it again, that all the Broyls and Com- 
motions in the State there, were long of theſe Diſagreements 
in Matters of Religion betwixt the glexandrian Fews and an- 
cient Inhabitants. Now if this Imputation holds good againſt 


the Alexandrian eus, why not as well againſt all other Jews 
. elſewhere too? For whereſoever we are diſpers'd, we are ne- 


vertheleſs all of a Piece. So that he that looks narrowly into 
theſe turbulent Revolutions, will find them to be only ſuch 
as Apion himſelf, that were the Occaſion of them: for fo long 
as the Greeks and Macedonians were in this City, the Fews 
had the free Exerciſe of their Religion, and the People liv'd 


all quietly and happily together. But as the Ægyptians more 


and more increas'd, ſo the Times in Proportion grew more 
and more troubleſome. But the Jews all this Time continu'd 


the ſame, throughout all Changes; while the other, having 


neither the Conſtancy of the Macedonians, nor the Prudence 
of the Greeks, ſtirr'd up all theſe Broyls : and being, over and 
above poiſon'd with the ill Habits and Practices of the Æ- 
gyptians, and irritated by the Averſion they had for the Jes. 
"Theſe were the People, I ſay, that gave the Riſe to all our Con- 
fuſions : So that we are only charg'd for the Errors and Miſ- 
carriages of our very Accuſers. Apion is likewiſe pleas'd to vi- 
lify us as Strangers, though quality'd to all Purpoſes with the 
Rights of Freemen, and yet our Adverſaries at the ſame Time 
ſet up for Citizens, without the leaſt Colour of a Pretence or 
Title to that Privilege. We do not read that any Prince in 
the Hiſtory of former Times; or that any of the late Empe- 
rours ever granted Letters of Freedom to the Ægyptians. But 
the firſt that introduc'd us to a Right to that Claim, was A. 
lexander the Great, and the Grant hath been ſince enlarged 
with Additions by other Kings, and ſince that again, conti- 
nu'd and confirm'd to us by the Romans. | 
Apion takes Occaſion to lay great Blame upon us alſo, for 
not {etting up Images and Statues in Honour of the Emperours; 
as if they could not have taken notice of this themſelves, with- 


out his intermedcling on their Behalf, Now inſtead of ar- 


Taigning 
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raignin us, he ſhould rather have celebrated the generous 
Courteſie of the Romans, in allowing their Subjects the Free- 
dom of their own Religion, without extorting from them 
ſach Honours as they could not pay them with a good Con- 
ſcience. So that they contented themſelves with thoſe Re» 
ſpects, which might be honeſtly render'd them. It is the good 
Will that ſtamps the Obligation, and ſets a Value upon the 
Benefit, without the Intervention either of Neceſſity, or of 

Violence. Well! But it is a common Practice, you'll ſay, 
both with the Greeks and other Nations, to ſet a high Eſteem 
upon the Pictures or Images of their Fathers, Mothers, Chil- 
dren : nay, and of Strangers ſometimes, and fo to their very 
Servants, &c. And ſhall Men grudge a Deference of the ſame 
Kind and Quality to their Lords and Maſters ? My Anſwer 
is, that ours is a quite different Caſe, with a reſpect to our 
venerable Law-giver ; who hath poſitively forbidden us the 
Uſe of all Images, and of any Creature whatſoever, either a- 
nimate, or inanimate. And he did not this in any Proſpect 
of derogating from the Dignity of the Roman Empire : But 
he would not ſuffer any corporeal Image, or Repreſentation 
to be made of an inviſible and an incomprehenſible God. But 
we are not yet forbidden the paying of a Reverence to good 
Men, in the next Place to God himſelf: As in the Caſe of 
the Emperours and the People of Rome, for whoſe Welfare 
and Proſperity, we offer daily Sacrifices, at the Charge of 
the Publick, and for no other Mortals under the Sun. | 

This may ſerve for an Anſwer to Apion's Extravagancies 
about Alexandria but not without Admiration at the Con- 
fidence of Poſidonius and Apollonius Molon that furniſh'd the 
Materials, and charge us for not worſhipping the ſame Gods 
with other People. To ſay nothing of a World of ſcurri- 
lous Stories upon that Subject, even to the Degree of blaſ- 
pheming and ridiculing our very Temple itſelf, and with- 
out any Check of Conſcience for what they do. Not but 
that a Falſity of any Sort is one of the moſt unmanly of Vi- 
ces; but eſpecially where the Scandal of it falls upon a holy 
Temple, fo famous all over the World for the exemplary 
Solemaity of an orderly Devotion. 

In this holy Place, ſays Apion, the eus had the Golden 
« Head of an 4/5 of very great Value; which Head the Fews 
* worſhipp'd, and it was a Deity anſwerable to their Religion. 
yi The Image, he /ays, was depoſited in the Treaſurv, and there 
« found, and fo carry'd away by A4ntioches Epiphanes, upon 
_ = therifling of that Sacred Place.” Now my Anſwer to 4797 
is this, that ſuppoſing the Story to have been a Truth, it would 
not yet look well out of the Mouth of an Foyptign to reproach 
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us with it; for an 4/5 is not one Jot more ſcandalous then 


2 Goat, ere Weezle, or ſeveral other Beaſts that the gypti 


ans adore. . How could any Man be ſo beſotted now as to 
believe himſelf, in fo incredible an Impoſture, with agg 


| groſs Contradictions in the Face of him! Have we not tit 


govern'd ourſelves from Time to Time by the ſame Laws 


-and Cuſtoms, without ever ſhifting, or changing ? And though 


Jeruſalem hath born her Part in the common Fate of o-. 
ther Cities, and fall'n into the Hands of Enemies over and 
over, as Theos, Pompey the Great, Licinius Craſſus, and of 
Titus Cæſar now at laſt, Temple and all. There was no 


Talk of an 4/e's Head found there, nor of any Thing extra. 
ordinary, but the pureſt Piety, and the Enſigns of it, which 


will not be properly a Subject for this Place. 


As for Antiochus; his pillaging of the Temple was a faith- 
Jeſs and a perfidious Action. He did not maſter it, as a fair 
Enemy, but as a treacherous Friend, and a Traitor to his 
Allies.. He wanted Money; and thus he ſupply'd his Ne- 
ceſſities, like a common Thief by Robbery : But in ſhort, we 
have many grave Hiſtorians to bear us Witneſs, that there 


Was nothing found, as he pretends, vpon the rifling of it, to 
make the Party, or the Cauſe ridiculous. As among others, 
I may reckon Polyb:us the Megalopolitane, Strabo the Cappa» 
Aocian, Nicholas the Damaſten, Timagenes, Caſtor the Chro- 


nologer, and Apollodorus : who do all agree, that Anliochus 
being very neceſſitous, brake Faith with the eus, and robb'd 
the Temple of a prodigious Maſs of Gold and Silver. Now if 
Apion had not had the Heart of an 4/5 and the Impudence of 


a Nog, two of the Gods they worſhipp'd, he would have ta- 


ken theſe Circumſtances into Conſideration. But we are not 
yet come to have that Veneration for our Mes, that the A 


gyptians have for their Aſps and Crocodiles, wherein they are 


ſo ſuperſtitious, that whoſoever is ſtung by the one, or ſnatch'd 
away by the other; they reckon he goes immediately 
ts the Gods. But Aſſes are to us the very ſame Thing they 
are to other wiſe Men. We make uſe of them to carry our 
Burdens, and to do our Drudgery : But if they ſpoil the Corn, 
or will not do as they ſhould do, we reclaim them by Blows. 

Now after all this Spite and Calumny, Apion's Inventions 
have been either ſo ill laid, or ſo ill put together, that he could 


never get Credit enough in the World yet to do us any Hurt. 


But there is another malicious Story {till behind, that paſſes all 


the reſt ; and he borrow'd it from the Greeks : We ſhall not 


need to ſay more of it then this; that they know little of what 


belongs to Piety, or holy Things, who do not underſtard, 
that the profaning of a Temple by walking thorough it, is 2. 


much 
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much more pardonable Offence, then the raiſing of Scandals 
againſt religious Men, and reflecting Indignities upon thoſe | 
that ſerve at the Altar : But if was their Buſineſs rather to pal- 
hate a ſacrilegious and a perfidious Prince, by imputing what 
e did to his Neceſſities, then to do Right to us, and our Temple. 
Azpion ſays furtber, That Antiochus, upon entring the 
, Temple, found a Man in Bed there, with a Table before 
* him ſet out with all the Delicicies that either Sea or Land 
« afforded. This Man was ſo ſurpriz'd at the Encounter, 
& that looking upon 4atiochus as his good Angel, and one 
& that came to reſcue him, he threw himſelf at his Feet; and 
« in a Poſture of Adoration, implor'd his Aſſiſtance. The 
“King bad him ſpeak freely, and tell him what he was; 
% how he came thither ; what he did there; and finally what 
* was the Meaning of that Treat there upon the Table. The 
« poor Man, upon this, burſt out preſently into a Paſſion, 
* and with Sighs and Tears gave him this Anſwer, 
© I am, ſays he, a Creek,; and as I was wandring up and 
« down this Country for a' Livelihood, I was taken up at 
« unawares by fome outlandiſh People: who brought me to 
„ this Place, and ſhut me up here; with Order not to let a- 
«© ny Creature come at me. I was at firſt well enough pleas'd 
„ with an Entertainment ſo much beyond my Expectation : 
* but upon ſecond Thoughts, finding myſelf a little ſuſpi- 
« cious, and uneaſy, I ſounded ſome of my Keepers to know 
% what might be the Meaning of this Way of Proceeding ; 
« and tae Reſolution they gave me was this; That the Jews 
« had a Law or Cuſtom among themſelves once a Year, up- 
on a certain Day prefix'd, to ſeize upon a Grecian Stran- 
«& ger : and fo when they had kept him a-fatning for one 
« whole Year, to take him out into a Wood, and offer him. 
up for a Sacrifice according to the Solemnity of their own 
Forms: taking a Taſte of his Blood, with a horrid Oath 
« at the ſame Time, to live and die mortal Enemies to the 
«& Greeks : After which, they caſt the Remainder of this mi- 
* ſcrable Carcaſe into a Ditch, The Greek told Antioachus 
“ likewiſe, that his Time was out within a few Days; ad- 
“ juring him by tie Veneration he had for the Grecian Gods, 
to deliver him from that inhumane Treachery of the eus.“ 
This tragical Invention was carry'd on to the higheſt Pirch 
of ſhameleſs Cruelty ; but not ſo far yet, as to diſcharge Anti- 
ochus of the Sacrilege in any Sort, as thoſe Paraſites would have 
had it, that trumpt up this Story in his Favour, For it was not 
upon the Greets Account that Antiochus enter'd the Temple: 
but he found him titere after he was in, withont any Fore- 
knowledge of the Matter; ſo that it was a Wickednels in his 
a Heart 
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Heart not to be warranted upon any falſe Pretence whatſoe. 
ver, as will appear manifeſtly from the Thing itſelf. Now 
the Difference is much greater betwixt our Laws and the A. 
gyptians, and thoſe of ſeveral other Nations, then betwixt 
us and the Greeks. Or where is the Country, in fine, that 
has not People of all Religions ſome Time or other to paſs 
thorough it? And how comes it now at laſt, that this fan» 
raſtical Barbarity ſhould be exercis'd only upon the Greeks ? 
Or how is it poſſible that the Fews ſhould all join in the So» 
lemnizing of theſe Sacrifices ; and ſo many Thouſands, as A. 
pion numbers them, have every one a Morſel out of the Car- 
eſe of one miſerable Wretch ? And then how comes it that 
we have not the Name of this perſecuted Greet, whoever he 
was; and that Antiochus did not fend him back again in 
Pomp and State, into his own Country; which would bave 
given him the Reputation of a Prince of Piety, and a true 
Lover of his People: beſide the making a ſtrong Party a- 
gainſt the Power and Hatred of the 7ews. 

But there's no working upon Fools by Argument, without 
the demonſtrative Evidence of Senſe and Fact. Now there is 
not any Man that ever ſaw this Temple of ours, but can 
witnels the Care that was taken by inviolable Laws, and Pro- 
vitions, to order every Thing in Purity and Perfection. It 
was divided into four Partitions, and a Guard appointed for 
each of them apart. The fir/# Diviſion was open to all Co- 
mers, Strangers and all, withour any Reſerve ; only W a- 
men excepted in their Monthly Courſes ; Fews and their 
Wives (That is to ſay, clean and prrify'd) were admitted 
into the ſecond, and male eus, purify'd in like Manner, in- 
to the third. The fourth was only for the Prie/Fs in their 
Sacerdotal Habits : And none but the High-Prieſt in his Pon- 
tifical Robes peculiar to his Dignity, to enter the Holy Sanc- 
tuary : Nay, fo ſtrift and punctual were they in all the Nice- 
ties of Form and Decorum, that the very Prieſts themſelves 
could not have Admittance but at {uch certain Hours. 

Upon the Opening of the Temple in the Morning, the Prieſts 
that were to officiate, attended and enter'd; and ſo at Noon, 
upon the Shutting of it up again. There was in the Temple 
an Altar, a Table, a Cenjer and a Candleſtick, according to the 
Direction of the Law; neither was it allow'd to carry into it 
any other Veſſel. There was no eating or feaſting, nor any 
Thing at alldone in Myſtery, but in the Face of the whole Con- 
gregation : And all Things in ſuch Method too, that though 
there were four Tribes of Prieſts, and every Tribe upward of 
fiveThouſandPerſons, they took their Turns yet ofAttendance 
upon their ſet and certain Days; and fo ſucceſſively, as one 


went 
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went off, another came on: and then about Noon meeting all 
together in the Temple, theydeliver'd up their reſpective Truſts 
one to another: Seme diſcharging themſelves of the Keys; 
others of the Veſſels, and without bringing any Thing at all in 
to that holy Place that belongs to Meat or Drink : For it is not 
lawful to offer any Thing upon our Altars, but what is provide 
ed for the Sacrifice. But what _— all this ſcribling now 
at a Venture, without any Conſideration whether it be true 
or falſe; which is certainly the fouleſt Thing can be ſaid of 
any Man that ſets up for an Hiſtorian, or a Lover of Letters: 
Beſide that at the ſame Time, when Apion publiſhes his ſpite» 
ful Invectives againſt us, without any Foundation on the one 
Hand, he ſuppreſſes all the good Things of us, that he cer- 
tainly knows to be true, on the other. Now for the Fancy 
of his Greek Priſoner; his luxurious Entertainment, and the 
People's paſſing through theTemple as a thorough-Fare,where 
it is notoriouſly known that none but Prieſts durſt preſume 
to ſhew their Heads : This is all a Forgery, and a Contrivance 
of prepenſe Malice, to ſeduce thoſe that will not give theme 
ſelves the Trouble to ſearch out the Truth. At this Rate are 
we to be juggled out of our Senſes, and out of our Credit. 
Apion purſues the Humour ſtill with one Fable upon the Back 
of another, to make us yet more and more odious: and ſo 
furniſhes another foppiſh'Story out of the Mouth of the Gree 
cians, in theſe Words. While the eus and the Idumæans, 
« {ays he, were engaged in a long and an obſtinate War, there 
« came a Man over to the eus out of ſome City or other of 
« dumæa, where they worlhipp'd Spollo, and this Man's 
« Name was Zabidis; who promis'd them to put pollo theGod 
e of the Dorians into theirHands, if they could bur get the eus 
6e to gather all together into the Temple in a Body. Zabidus, 
« upon this, contriv'd a certain Machine of Boards; and con- 
« veying himſelf into it, ſet up three Rows of Lights upon it, 
« which appear'd at a Diſtance like a Comet upon the 
„% Ground. This Apparition was fo great a Surprize to the 
« Fus, that they ſtood gazing at it afar off, without ſo 
« much as one Word ſpeaking. Zabidus, in the mean while 
e flipt into the Temple; and without any Difficulty ſeiz'd 
| « the Afſe's Golden Head (as he pleaſantly renders it,) and 
A carry'd it away to Dora.” The Sillineſs of this Invention 
ſpeaks Apion the greater Aſs of the two; together with an 
incomparable Impudence, over and above the Folly of it; 
for there are no ſuch Places to be found as ſeveral that he 
mentions. He does not fo much as know where Hlumæa 
lies; or that there is no ſuch City in it as Dora. There is 
a Place indeed of that Name in Phe@nicia, not far from 


Mount 


es 
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Mount Carmel ; but this is four Days Journey from Judæa: : 


and none of Apion's Dora. 


He is much in the Right ſure to condemn us for not wor. ; 


| mhipping other People's Gods; if, as he ſays, our Forefathers 
were ſo credulous as to believe that Apollo would come over 


to him, and that he look'd like a walking Comet. It was a 
Monder again that the eus ſhould not know a Lamp lor a 
Torch, when they ſaw it, from a Star, that had ſo many of 
their own : and the Miracle was little leſs, that Apollo ſhould 


go off clear with his 4/5- - Head, thorough fo many Thouſands 
of People, without ſo much as being queſtion'd about it: 


and no Guards to ſtop him, either in Town, or Country ; 
and this in the Heat of the War too. 
Here are more Words already about a ridiculous Hiſtory 


then the Thing is worth: and yet I cannot but wonder again, 


over and over, how the Temple-Gates of ſixty Cubits in 
Height, twenty in Breadth, plated all over, and within a 
little of maſſive Gold ; two Hundred Men every Day to ſhut 
them; and a Crime unpardonable to leave them open: - 
How theſe Gates, Lay, ſhould be menag'd by one ſingle Man; 

and Zabidus, according to the Story, to keep the Ages Head 
to himſelf. , WW herefore it may be a Queſtion whether Zabi- 
diss brought the Head back again, or elſe gave it to Apion to 


de laid in the Temple on Purpoſe for Antiochus to find it, 


and ſo to furniſh Matter for another Flam- Story. 


It is as falſe again, what he ſays of the Cath: That is to 
Nay; that the 7eus do ſolemnly ſwear by the Maker of Hea- 


ven, Earth and the Seas; that they will never do good to 
any Strangers; and above all others, not to the Greeks. Now 
if this Falſifier had faid, [eſpecially not to the Zpyprians] 
he might better have conſiſted with himſelf, at leaſt if our 
Predeceſſors were driven out of Ægypt, not for their ill Man- 
pers, but for their Misfortunes. As to the Jews and Greets, 
they were at fo great a Diſtance one from the other, that 


there was not the leaſt Colour for Envy, or Hatred betwixt 
them. Nay, on the contrary, they came ſeveral of them o- 


ver to our Religion: Some perſiſted in it; others went of 
again : But for this pretended Oath, Apion | is the only Man 
that ever heard of it; and no otherwiſe neither, then as 3 


Project of his own contriving. 


But the next is an admirable Crotchet. He brings it as an 


Argument againſt the Juſtice of our Laws, our Manner of 


Worſhip, and the Truth of our Religion, that we are under 


the Burden of Servitude and Oppreſſion; not only in our Per- 
ons, but in our Capital City itſelf: A City, that how free 


and powerful loever it hath been formerly, is at prefers no 
etter 


Apion would reaſon the Caſe at this foppiſh Rate; as if Do- 
minion were an Entail : Whereas Government and Subjecti- 


on take their Fortunes in the World by Turns. Only the . 


gyptians pretend an Immunity from all Services to the Rulers 


of Aſia and . which they ground upon the Gratitude 


of the ſtrange Gods, that fled from Abroad into their Coun- - 
try for Sanctuary, and there ſecur'd themſelves in the Shape 


of Beaſts, Was ever ſo ſenſeleſs a Vanity as this heard of, 
from the Mouth of a Sort of People who never enjoy'd one 
Day of Liberty in an Age, cither at Home or Abroad ? How 
often have the Perſians had the Egyptians at their Feet; ra- 
zing their Cities; ravaging their Temples ; deſtroying their 
Idol-Deities, and vilifying their Worſhip ! But I am not for 
writing after Apion's Copy, and turning a Misfortune into a 
Reproach, Where was there ever a braver People then the 
Lacedemonians ; or a Nation of more exemplary Piety then 
the Athenians ? And yet neither the Virtue of the one, nor 
the Courage of the other was ſufficient to ſecure them againſt 
the Chances of War, and the common Fate of Kingdoms 
and States. To ſay nothing of the miſerable Diſaſters that 
have attended the beſt of Kings; as Cr&/us for one; the lay- 
ing of the Tower of Athens, the Temples of Epheſus and 
Delphi, and ſeveral other illuſtrious Places and Palaces, all in 
Aſhes. Now the Scandal, in ſuch Inſtances as theſe, falls in 
Courſe upon the Actors of theſe tragical Devaſtations, not 
upon the Sufferers of them; however our Accuſer Apion, 
has found out a new Way of Crimination, without fo 
much as dreaming how far Ægypt itlelf is concern'd in the 
Parity of the Caſe. But he had the Fancy of Se/o/tris in his 
Head, and was ſo taken up with the Freak of his being King 
of Egypt, that he knew not what he did. Now if we were 
given to be vain on the other Hand, we might find Kings 
of our own to boaſt of; as David and Solomon, with the 
Hiſtory of the Princes and Nations that were ſubdu'd by 
their victorious Arms. But we ſhall rather keep to our Text. 
What were the Egyptians, but firſt, Slaves to the Perſians, 
with other Princes of Aſia, and fo to the Macedonians ? While 
we all this while liv'd in a State of Freedom, with the Com- 
mand of all the Neighbouring Cities for the Space of a Hun- 
dred and twenty Tears: That is to ſay, to the Time of Pom» 
pey the Great ? and then at laſt, when the Romans had o- 
ver-run all the other Kings they had to do withal, our Fore- 
fathers were the only People they treated like Friends and 
Allies for their Faith and Valour. But pion, it ſeems, 

| : knew 


Book II. in ANSWER fo Aro. | 1261 


better then a Tributary to the Romans, and where are the pe 97 
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knew nothing of all this, and makes himſelf a Stranger to 
Things as clear as the Sun to all the World beſide. 

Apion has now another Blow at us, for an obſcure igno. 
rant Sort of People. The 7ews, he ſays, have no famous 
« Men among them for Arts and Sciences, or for the politi. 
© cal Wiſdom of menaging Governments and States: Such 
« I mean, as Socrates, Zeno, Cleanthes, and the like.” Nay, 
he does not forget himſelf neither in the Liſt of his famous 
Men; but blefles Alexandria in the Honour of having Apion 
for a Citizen. As to this Character of Apion, all People have 
ſo mean an Opinion of him for the extravagant Corruption 
of his Life and Manners, that it would never have been be. 
liev'd but from his own Mouth: So that Vexandriaà is rather 
to be pity'd then envy'd for valuing itſelf upon ſuch a Sup. 
porter. As to the Point in Competition betwixt the two Na- 
tions, which of them ſhould have the Preference for. Men 
of Art and Learning, the Reader has no more to do, but to 
conſult our Antiquities for his Satisfaction. And then for 
that Part of the Scandal that remains unanſwer'd, we cannot 
do better then to refer him to his own Contradictions, where- 
in he accuſes himſelf, and other Agyptians. 5 

He takes great Offence at our ſacrificing ordinary Beaſts; 
the Scruple we make at the eating of Swzre's Fleſh » And then 
for the Ceremony of our Circumciſion, he makes a downright 
Mock of it. As to our killing of Beaſts, it is no more then 
What all the World does as well as we: And then for our 
Sacrifices, he diſcovers himſelf before he's aware, to be an A. 
gyptian, by ſpeaking againſt them; for a Greek or a Macedo- 
nian, that makes Protcſſion of offering whole Hecatombs to 
the Gods themſelves without any Difficulty, would never have 
Kumbled upon that Block. They ſhare alſo with their Prieſts 
In the Fleſh of their Oblations, and no Danger all this while 
of deſtroying the Species of thoſe Animals, as Apion ſeems to 
apprehend : Whereas if all other People were of the Ægypti- 
ans Humour; the World would come quickly rather to want 
Men, and a Stock of ravenous wild Beaſts to fill their Places: 
For thoſe are the Gods they train up and worſhip, 

If the Queſtion were now put to Apion, what Sort of Ægypti- 
ans he takes to be the holieſt and the wiſeſt Men; His An- 
er undoubtedlywould be the Prieſts: For they have theſe two 
Precepts tranſmitted down to them in a Tradition from their 
firſt Kings, 2. e. To worſhip the Gods, and to apply themſelves io 
the Study of Wiſdom. And this they all make Profeſſion to do: - 
They are all of them circumcis'd, over and above; forbear 
Swine's Fleſh, and join with no other Sort of Agyptians in 
their Sacrifices. So that Apion did wonderfully miſtake his 
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Meaſures, when, inſtead of gratifying the Ægyptians with In- 
vectives againſt us, he advanced a direct Accuſation againit 
thoſe he pretended to favour ; in charging the ſame Ceremonzes 
upon them, that he blames us for: And likewiſe adviſing 
and encouraging Circumciſion in others, as we have it upon 
the Credit of Herodotus. It ſeems to me now that Apiou's Pu- 
niſhment (as it follows here) was very juſt upon him, for 
ſpeaking ſuch bitter Things againſt the Laws of his Country. 


He was forced, by Advice, upon a Circumciſion : The Wound 


putrify'd, and the Part cancerating upon it, the Diſtemper 
carry'd him off in miſerable Torments. This may ſerve for a 
Warning to thoſe that, like 4pion, abandon all the Rules and 


Duties of Life and good Manners themſelves, and then em- 


ploy their Wits in the defaming of their Neighbours, This 
was Apicn's Caſe. He apoſtatiz d from the Laws of his own 
Country, and he bely'd ours. We are now come to the End 
of Apion's Life; and it is Time to put an End to this Book too. 

But fince fo it is that pollonius Molon, Lyſimachus, and 
ſeveral others have caſt out ſome Words, like Fools, or Mad- 
men, to the Diſhonour of Moſes, our excellent Law-grver a- 
ſperſing him for an Impoſtor and a Magician, and repreſent- 
ing his Laws as peſtilent and dangerous, it will not be amiſs 
to give the World ſome ſhort Account, as well particular as 
general, of our Converfation and Government: And I doubt 


not but to make it appear that there was never ſuch a Body 


of Laws fram'd for the common Good of Mankind, as theſe 
of Moſes ; either for the advancing of Piety, Juſtice, Chari- 
ty, Induſtry, the Regulation of humane Society, Reſignati- 
on, and Patience, to the very Contempt of Death itſelf : Ne- 
yer the like, I ſay, if People would but impartially conſider 
them: for I am not here upon a Panegyrick to the Honour 
of our Anceſtors, but doing a neceſſary Right to the Cauſe, 
againſt Calumny and Subornation. | 
Now Apollonius does not carry on his Malice like Apion, in 


| a continu'd ſet Diſcourſe, but now and then by Snaps, as the 
Humour takes him: One while he makes A4thei/?s of us, and 


2 hateful Sort of People both to God and Man. In one Fit 
he will have us to be Cowards ; and then our Fault is at the 


next Word, that we are too forward, and Fool-hardy, and 
| arranter Sots then the moſt ſtupid of Barbarians ; for the 


Jeus never invented any Thing (he ſays) that Mankind was 
the better for. Now there needs no more to the confuting of 
theſe ſpiteful Suggeſtions, then to examine the Conſtitution 
of the Laws by which we are govern'd, and the ſtrict Con- 
formity of our Lives and Practice to thoſe Precepts, But 
now if we ſhall be forc'd in our own Juſtification to rip up 
the 
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the Imperfections of other Polities, they may thank themſelves 
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far provoking us to it by an opprobrious Compariſon, an 1 


making the Reproach we caſt upon them, neceſſary to our 


own Defence. |, _ 1 
There are, in hhort, but two Points in the Caſe. Fir/?, 
Are the Laws we 8 to, good, and profitable, or not ? 
Secondly, Are we ſtrict Obſervers, or not, of our own Laws! 


If they ſhould deny the former, we are ready to make it out 


from an undeniable Abſtract of the very Laws themſelves, 
And then the ſecond Part is fo clear, that it will not bear ſo 
much as a Queſtion. But to carry it a little further yet. It 
is without Diſpute, that the firſt Founders of Laws for the 
Eſtabliſhment of Order and Diſcipline, out of 2 good Will 


to the Publick, are to be preferr'd infinitely before thoſe that 


live without any Rule or Method at all; for they all appeal 


to Antiquity, and take it for a greater Honour to teach o- 


thers what they ought to do, then barely to imitate what 
they ſee done before them. Now this being given for grant- 


ed; it is the Lau. givers Part in the firſt Place, to make ſuch 


a Proviſion of Laws, as may ſerve to promote the Good of the 
Community, by the very Convenience and Reaſon of them; 
while the People, on the other Side, ſtand firm to the Eſta- 


bliſhment, in Deſpite cf all Trials and Temptations. 


As to the Antiquity of our Lau- giver, he has undoubtedly 


a Right to a Precedence before all others: For Lycurgus, So- 


ton, and Zalcucus of Locrus, with the reſt of the eminent 


Greeks, they fo much boaſt of, were all but Novices and Up- 


ſtarts, compar'd with Ho/es. The very Name of Law was 


not as yet ſo much as heard of, and Homer himſelf wanted 


a Word for it. The People in thoſe Days were not govern'd 
by written Precepts, but by the abſolute Will and Pleaſure 
of Kings; and ſo it held a long Time by authoritative Or- 
ders and Proviſions to anſwer the Occaſion. But our Law. 


giver having his Claim of Priority granted him by his very 


Enemies, acquitted himſelf likewiſe to Admiration, in all the 
Offices of Adminiſtration and Council, Firſt, In compoſing 
ſuch a Body of Laws as might anſwer all the Neceſſities of hu- 
mane Life: And after that, in getting them receiv'd among 


the People, with a Declaration that they would maintain 


and obey them. But we ſhall the better judge of the Man 


by his Works. 


When our Forefathers, to the Number of many Thouſands, 
march'd out of the Land of Ægypt into the Country that 
God had appointed for them, thorough a barren ſandy De- 


fert, without Water; and ſeveral Encounters with the Ene- 


my by the Way, in Defence of themſelves, their Wives and 
| : TY their 
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their Children: Who was their Guide all this while to ca 
them off through theſe almoſt inſuperable Difficulties, but 


our careful Law-giver ſtill, in the Quality, both of a valiant 


General, a wiſe Counſellor, and their common Protector! 
A Perſon of ſo exemplary a Modeſty, that tho? the People 
were every Man of them at his Command, to do what he 
would with them, he never took upon + himſelf to act any 
Thing by his own Power: But in Caſes where other Men 
pretended to tyrannize and domineer, and to indulge a gene- 
ral Licence, and Debauch ;:;Meofes, on the contrary, walk'd 
in the Fear of God, and by his Example encourag'd the Peo- 
ple in the Exerciſe of Piety and Juſtice, as their beſt Secu- 
rity, together with the Improvement of all Accidents. 
Moſes was much in the Right to look upon God as his O- 
racle, and Adviſer : And then being ſatisfy'd in himſelf that 


he could not do Amiſs, ſo long as he committed himſelf to 
the Conduct of Divine Providence, he did his uttermoſt to 


poſſeſs the common People alſo with the ſame Thing: For 
nothing puts ſuch a Check upon us in all our Iniquities, as 
to conſider that God ſees us: So that, in fine, our Lau- gi- 
ver was not a Seducer, or a Magician, as he is falſely repre» 
ſented ; but ſuch another, as Minos, and others after him 
were reputed among the Greeks : Some aſcribing the Origi- 
nal of their Laws to Jupiter; others, to Apollo, or the Ora- 
cle at Delphi; but whether theſe Men believed this them» 
ſelves, or only gave it out to have the People believe it, may 
be a Queſtion : But we ſhall beſt judge of the Excellency, 
and Sacredneſs of theſe Laws by comparing them; which 
is the next Thing we are to do. 

Several Nations have their ſeveral Forms of Government, 
and their Diverſities of Laws. Some Governments are com- 
mitted to a ſingle Perſon ; others to the People: But our 
Lau- giver was neither for the one, nor for the other; but be- 
twixt both, for that which he calls a holy Common-wealth ; 
aſſigning God himſelf for the Head of it, with a reſpe& both 
to Worſhip and Power, as the Fountain and the Author of 
all Good. To him it is that we fly for Succour in our Diſtreſ- 
{es, who hears our Prayers, and ſearches the very Secrets of 
our Hearts. He inculcates to us the Doctrine of one God; 
one uncreated, unchangeable, and eternal Being, infinite- 
ly glorious, and incomprehenſible, any further then what 
we know of him by his Works. Now this is no more then 
what we have in a great Meaſure from the wiſer Sort of the 
Greek Philoſophers themſelves ; even by the Light of Nature, 
for they do all unanimouſly agree upon the. Congruity of 
theſe Principles to the Majeſty and Excellence of God : As 
; | M m m m there's 
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there's Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Plato; and after them, the 
Stoicks, Who are almoſt wholly of the fame Mind as to this 
Subject. But the Multitude being engag'd in a violent and a 
ſuperſtitious Prepoſſeſſion againſt theſe Opinions, the Philo. 
ſophers durſt Hot venture too far in the Promoting of them. 
But our Law-giver was the only Man that liv'd as he taught; | 
both to the Satisfaction of the preſent Age, and to the eſta. 


bliching and confirming of Poſterity in the Truths that he 


deliver'd : Governing himſelf alſo by this conſtant Rule, that 


he made the publick Good the End ſtill of all his Laws. He 


gave to underſtand, that God's Worſhip was but one Part of 
a holy Man's Duty, and fo caſt in the other Branches of it, 


as Fortitude, Juſtice, and a conſtant Interchange of good Of. 


fices toward Mankind, over and above: Inſomuch that all 


his Precepts and Preſcriptions terminated in the Advancement 


of Piety, to the Honour and Glory of God: This being a 
Point that he had thoroughly ſtudy'd and examin'd. 

As to what concerns Religion, and good Manners, it was 
his Way to join the Theory with the Practice; whereas other 
Eaw-givers commonly took one Part of the Diviſion, and 
left the other. As for Example. The People of Lacedemon, 
and Crete, were nevertheleſs inſtructed in Morals, tho' not by 
Rule and Precept: But the Athenians, and well nigh all the 
other Greeks, had their Laws for every Thing, tho' they fell 
ſhort in the Practice. Whereas our Law-giver provided for 
both in one; attending, at the fame Time, the cultivating 
and the perſecting of our Morals, with the adapting of pro- 


per Proviſions in Writing to anſwer all Occaſions. He begins 


upon the Subject of Meats and Diet; what we may be al- 
low'd to eat, and what not, and with whom ; and redu- 


cing all People indifferently to the Order of that Method. 


He takes the ſame Care alſo for a Regulation in the Matter of 
Labour and Reſt, to the End that no Man may be ignorant 
of his Duty: for what the Law bids us to do, is the Dictate 
and Command of our Maſter, and it puniſhes only wilful Of- 
fenders. But to leave us wholly without Excuſe now, in caſe 
of tranſgreſling any of theſe holy Laws; it is not enough to 
hear them read over and over; (once, twice, or oft'ner per- 
haps) but we are poſitively commanded (all other Work 
or Buſineſs apart) to meet conſtantly once a Week in a full 
Congregat. on, expreſsly to attend the Reading of the Law, 


and the getting of it by Heart z which was never practis'd by 


any other Law-givers ! Nay ſo far are the Generality of the 
World from living in a Conformity to their own Laws, that 


they do not ſo much as underſtand what they are : But upon 


committing 2 Fault, they are fain to aſk other People =— 
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Law they have broken. This is, in ſnort, the very Caſe even 
amongſt Men of the firſt Quality too; who are not aſham'd 


tacitely to confeſs their Ignorance; in the taking of Men learn; 
ed in the Law to their Counſel and Aſſiſtance : Whereas our 


People have the Laws at their Fingers Ends, as ready as 


their own Names; having been train'd up to them from their 


very Cradle, till they are imprinted in their Hearts: and 


this makes Men the more wary of offending, when they find 
themſelves ſure to be detected, and puniſh'd. 

This is the Foundation now of that admirable Agreement 
we find among ourſelves. We have all of us the ſame Thoughts 
of God, the ſame Forms of Diſcipline and Worſhip; our Way 
of Life and Manners, the very ſame too. It is not with us, as it 
is with other People that entertain various Opinions of one 
and the ſame God: And thoſe, not only the common Sort of 
Men, that talk at Random, and bolt our whatever comes next; 
but the Philoſophers themſelves : Some of them deny the very 
Divinity of God; others, his Providence, upon an impious 
Suggeſtion, that all Men are equal, and that all Things are 
in common. Now we ſay, on the contrary, that God ſees and 
diſpoſes of all Things. Nay our very Wives and Children 
are of the ſame — and that all the Actions of our 


Lives ought to be directed to the Honour and Service of God. 


+ To ſpeak now to that Reflection upon us, as Men of no In- 


duſtry or Invention, either in Arts or Letters, for keeping (till 


(as they ſay) to the dull plodding Train of the ſame over 
and over again: Whereas Men of Wit and Spirit value them- 
ſelves rather upon making old Things look new, and refin- 
ing upon the Wiſdom and Cuſtoms of their Forefathers. 
Now for our Parts, we make it a Point of Conſcienee not to 
depart, either in Word, Thought, or Deed, from the Eſta- 
bliſkments of former Times, the very Antiquity itſelf being 
an infallible Mark of a good and a well-grounded Law, which 
neither Time, nor Argument, will be ever able to deſtroy. 
But for us now that firmly believe theſe Laws of ours to be 
of Divine Inſtitution, we have nothing more to do then to 
preſerve them ſacred, and inviolate. For who ſhall dare to 
offer at the Removing of thoſe Foundations which God him- 
ſelf hath laid? Or but to think of mending them; tho' by 
transferring the moſt beneficial Proviſions out of the beſt of 
other Governments, to the Service of our Common- wealth? 
Can any Conſtitution be more agreeahle, firm, or juſt, then 
that whereof the King of Kings hath vouchſafed to be the 
Author? As to the Prieſts, they are qualify'd in common for 
feyeral ſpecial Services, and the High-Prieſt in an Order of 
Power and Superigrity above all the reſt, And they are not 
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promoted by the Lau- giver to that Dignity, for Ambition, 
Wealth, or any corrupt Intereſt, but for the ſignal Teſti- 
mony - they have given of their Piety, Temperance and Wit. 
.dom ; and to them is committed the Care of Religion, and 
God's holy Worſhip. They ſerve alſo as Judges in Contro- 
verſies betwixt Man and Man, with a Power to puniſh thoſe 
that do Amiſs. What Government now, or what Form of 
Government can be more ſacred or venerable then this; or 


. What greater Honour can we do to Almighty God, then to 


Spend our Lives in a daily Attendance upon his Service ; 


and under the Inſpection of the Prieſts, to ſee that all Things 


be done with Order and Reverence. The Solemnity of this 
Devotion makes every Day look like a Feſtival. And where. 


as other People have much ado to hold out, tho* but for 
, Jome few Days, in the continu'd Celebration of their Myſte- 
; Ties, or Sacrifices, as they call them, we are yet as firm, 
_ , chzarful and vigorous in the Diſcharge of our Duties at this 
Hour, as we were ſo many Ages ſince, upon the very firſt 


Inſtitution of them. 

Among cther known Precepts of our Religion, we are 
taught in the firſt Place, that God is All in All; Perfect, 
Happy, and Self- ſufficient: The Beginning, the Middle, and 
the End of all Things; glorious in all his Actions and 
Works; nothing ſo maniteſt as his Power and Greatneſs, or 
at the ſame Time ſo incomprehenſible. It is not for the 
Tongue of Man to expreſs, or for the Heart of Man ſo much 
as to conceive any Reſemblance of that Divine Majeſty. He 
is, in fine, incomparable in all his Excellencies and Attri- 
butes, infinitely beyond Art or Imitation: So that it is im- 
poſſible to ſee, or to imagine any Thing like him; for being 


a Spirit, he is alſo inviſible. But we are allow'd to read him 


however in his Works; as in the Light, the Heavens; the 
Earth, the Sun, the Moon, the Rivers, the Sea; ſeveral Sorts 
of Animals; various Plants, c. Which were all the Work 
of God, and created without either Labour, or Hands, or any 
Second to his Aſſiſtance: But his Will, and his Word gave 
them their Being. He made every Thing by the Word of 
Eis wer; and in the ſame Inſtant looking upon it, he pro- 
undd it to be good. This is the Almighty Sovereign that 
xe are all bound to love and adore, in the Study and Exer- 
cite of Virtue, which is the only Way to pleaſe him. 

As there is but one God, and one World, in common to 


- all Minkind, it holds in the Analogy that there ſhould be 


but one Temple too: For God takes Delight in the Congru- 
iticz of Order and Proportion. In this Temple, the Prieſts 
offer up their daily Devotions. The firſt in Quality, is _ 
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firſt that ſacrifices. He takes Care that the Laws be duly ob- 
ſerv'd; hears Cauſes, and puniſhes thoſe that the Law con- 
demns: And it is in Effect as penal to diſpute the Authority 
of the Prieſt, as to appeal from the Judgment of God himſelf, 
In eating the Fleſh of our Sacrifices, we muſt have a Care 
not to extend that Liberty, to the Degree of Gluttony and 
Exceſs : For God that is a Lover of Sobriety, and all Man- 
ner of Temperance, can never be pleas'd with the Extrava« 
gancies of Violence and Profuſion. | e 
The Prieſt begins his Office with Prayers for the general 
Good of Mankind; and after that, every Man for himſelf, 
as a Part of the whole; being well aſſur'd that nothing is 
ſo acceptable in the Sight of God, as a mutual Charity and 
Tenderneſs among Men, one for another. . 1 
When we offer up our Prayers and Vows to Almighty God, 
we are not to petition for Wealth, Honour, and the good 
Things of this World; for theſe are Bleſſings, which he is plea- 
ſed to beſtow in common upon Mankind; but our Prayer 
muſt be for the Grace to make a right Uſe of what we have. 
The Law hath alſo preſerib'd us certain formal Purifications, 
in the Caſe of Women ; and under other Sorts of Limitation 
and Reſtriction ; too many and too tedious for this Place. This 
is what the Law ſays of God, and of the Ways of pleaſing him, 
and he himſelf all this while is effectually that very Law. 
But now to the-Point of Marriage. If it be purely for the 
Sake of Children without any By-regard to the Fortune, and 
not to gratify any looſe Appetite : If there be no Force or 
Fraud in the Caſe, and provided it be done with the Conſent 
of Parents ; our Laws approve of ir. But as for the Sin of 
unnatural Luſts, the very Attempt is puniſh'd with Death. 
The Law ſays further that the. Woman ſhall be Subject in 
all Things to her Huſband; which muſt not be taken for a Diſ- 
penſation to abuſe her under that Cover, but as a Proviſion 
for the upholding of Decency and good Order : For God hath 
given the Man Power over his Wife. The Woman is to have 
no carnal Knowledge of any other Man, upon Pain of Death 
without Mercy: And he that abuſes a betrothed Virgin, in- 
curs the ſame Penalty. It is the ſame Thing alſo in Cafe of 
corrupting a marry'd Woman or a Mother of Children. This 
is all according to our Law, which is likewiſe no leſs ſevere 
upon thoſe Women that do either conceal their Children when 
they are brought into the World, or otherwiſe deſtroy them. 
For the Soul ſuffers with the Body; beſide that it is in ſome 
Degree an unpeopling of the World, Whoever accompanies 
with a Woman, is look'd upon by our Law to be unclean ; - 
and the Woman allo is obliged to waſh and purity herſelf 
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after that Congreſs with her Huſband : To which End, there 
is purifying Water ſtill at Hand for ſuch an Occaſion. So near 
is the Communication in this Caſe betwixt Soul and Body. 
As to the Cuſtom of Feaſting, or Merry- making, at the 
Birth of Children, this Law doth not upon any Terms ap- 
prove of it; partly, to train them up to Sobriety betimes, 
and in Part, for Fear it might prove a Temptation to In- 
temperance, and Debauch. It is alſo provided that Chil- 
dren ſhould be brought up to the Knowledge of Letters, 
both in Law, and Hiſtory ; for an Encouragement to them 
on the one Hand, to do great Things in Imitation of great 
Examples, and to fortify them on the other Side, in a per- 
fect Underſtanding of their Duty. . | 
There was Care taken alſo for moderating the vain Pomp 
and Expence of Burials, in Monuments, and Funeral Solem- 
nities. But yet for the Decency of an Office ſo humane and 
neceſſary, it was committed to the Deme/ticks to ſee Right 
done to the Memory of their Maſters ; and all People were 
permitted upon the Death of any Man, to come in, and la- 
ment, and condole over the Deceaſed ; but the Houſe was 
{till to be purify'd fo ſoon as the Funeral was over, and the 
Family to keep at a Diſtance as Men reputed unclean. 
Neither is the Law ſilent in Caſes either of wi/ful Murder, 
or of Chance-Medley ; but it directs a diſtinguithing Puniſh» 
ment according to the Quality of the Crime, | 
We are enjoined Reverence to Parents next to the Venera- 
tion we pay to God himſelf: And the Law appoints the un- 
grateful and the diſobedient to be ſton'd to Death. The young- 
er Sort are commanded to pay a Reſpect to their E/ders ; for 
God was before all Things. There muſt be no ſuch Thing 
as a Secret among Friends, for Friendſhip implies an entire 
Confidence without any Reſerve. Nay, where a Friendſhip 
is diſſolv'd, we muſt not yet be falſe to a former Truſt. 
The judge that takes a Brzbe is to be puniſh'd with Death, 
for ſiding with the Guilty, and oppreſſing the Righteous. E- 
very Man is reſtrain'd from touching any Thing wrongfully 
of his Neighbours, from taking away what does not belong 
ro him, or lending his Money upon Uſury: And ſo let this 
_ fuffice as to the Regulation of our Dealings one with another, 
It will be worth our while in the next Place to ſee how we 
are to behave ourſelves toward Strangers, and to ſhew that 
our Lau- giver hath been wanting in nothing toward the ad- 
vancing of the publick Good : Either by keeping us firm to 
our own Laws, or by communicating the Benefit of them to 
others that have a Mind to partake of them. For he receives 


with open Arms all that come over to us, of what SO 
's | | CEVET, 
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ſoever, indifferently; provided they agree in the fame com- 
mon Principles of Life and Manners. But for thoſe that 
come to us only as by the By; and without any Intent to 
join with us: Thoſe People are not ſuffer'd to intermix with 
us in our Solemnities. But we are obliged however to do 
them the beſt Offices we can to all other Purpoſes. As for 
Example: If they ſhould want Fire, Water, Food, or the 
like ; we are commanded to ſupply them, or to ſet any of 
them right that are out of their Way: And ſo to give a dead 
Body a decent Burial.” Now theſe are all Duties of Humani- 
ty abſtracted from Religion. | : | 
He preſcribes Rules of Moderation alſo to be obſerv'd toward 
their Enemies without forcing War to the Extremities of Fire 
and Sword. Nay our Law-giver's Charity extends to the very 
eaſing of Priſoners, Women eſpecially ; and ſo for the dead 
Bodies that fell in Battle, he would not ſuffer them to be ſtript. 
Such, in fine, was the Paſſion he had for the encouraging 
of Tenderneſs and good Nature among Men, that he recom- 
mended the Practice of it, even towards unreaſonable Crea- 
tures, in allowing us no other, Power over them, than for 
the lawful and the neceſſary Uſe and Service of Mankind. 
As for Domeſtick Creatures that are brought up tame in our 
Houſes, they are to be ſpar'd : Neither in other Caſes are the 
Dam and the Young to be deſtroy'd together. Beaſts of La- 
dour and common Uſe are likewiſe to be forborn, tho' in 
ſome Reſpects miſchievous. | EP 
Theſe were the Conſtitutions and Proviſions of our Lau- 
giver upon this Topick ; both for the promoting of tender 
Inclinations by inſtructive Doctrines, (as aforeſaid) upon 
that Subject, and likewiſe for the detterring of Tranſgreſſors 
by an exemplary and an inexorable Rigour. For the Fu- 
niſhment in many Caſes is no leſs than Death; for Inſtance, 
in Adultery, Rape, and unnatural Practices, as well in the 
Agent as in the Patient, and the Penalty reaches all Condi- 
tions too, whether bond or free. | 5 
We have our Laws alſo concerning Weights and Meaſures ; 
and all Sorts of Frauds in buying or ſelling ; taking away-ano- 
ther Man's Goods, or appropriating to ourſelves what is not 
our own, Now Offenders of this Kind, are puniſſ'd with 
much more Severity, under our Laws, than elſcwhere. 

. He that blaſphemes God, or but attempts any Thing of In- 
dignity upon his Divine Majeſty : And he that behaves him- - 
ſelf contumaciouſly towards his Father and his Mother ; they 
are all doom'd to Death upon the Place. But what is the Re- 
ward at laſt that theſe People pretend to for what they do, and 
futfer, in the Obſervance of theſe Laws. Not Gold and Silver - 
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imperial Crowns, and precious Stones, but the Comfort and 
Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, with an Aſſurance of eternal 
Happineſs : An Aſſurance grounded not only upon the Pre- 
dictions of the Law-giver, but upon the Promiſe alſo of the 
God of Truth to thoſe that keep bis Laws. And in this Truſt 
and Confidence, they look upon Death itſelf only as the bleſ- 
ſed Means of tranſporting them from this Life to a better. 

I ſhould have made a Conſcience of ſaying thus much, if 
the Matter of Fact were not as clear as the Sun, in the Hiſtory 
of our Forefathers: What Torments they have undergone, 
and with what Reſolution they have born them, rather than let 
fall one Word ta the Diſhonour of their Profeſſion. But let 
us make it the Caſe now that the Jews were a People never fo 
much as heard of upon the Face of the Earth, and no Wit- 
neſſes to the Veneration we have conſtantly paid to our Laws, 
W hat would the Grecians think of it, if any Body ſhould but 
tell them a Story of what they had heard, or read, of a People 
in ſome imaginary unknown Land, that had ſtood true and 
firm for ſo many Ages to the Religion, Laws and Cuſtoms of 
their Predeceſſors? Would they not all wonder at it; eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are ſo fickle and changeable themſelves ? 

As for their Modern Writers that treat of State and Go- 
vernment, How are they ridicul'd for their impracticable 
Stories? To ſay nothing of ſeveral other Piloſophers, that 
have handled the ſame Subject: There is Plato himſelf, the 
very Oracle of the Greeks, and a Man in ſingular Elſtecm 
for his Wiſdum, Piety and Manners ; and a Philoſopher of 
the firſt Rate over and above, How is this great Man, ban- 
ter'd and buffoon'd upon a publick Theatre, by ſome ſelf- 
conceited Pretenders, for his wild Notions of Government, 
as they call them! When yet upon a ſtrict Examination of 
his Writings, they will be found agreeable both to Reaſon 
and Nature. But to take him upon his own Confeſſion ; 
% It is not faſe (/ays he) for a wiſe Man, to tell what he 
«« thinks of God, for fear of the impetuous Ignorance of the 
«© common People.” But Plato (they ſay) writes like 2 
Man of Vanity and Licence: Lycurgus indeed was a Man 
celebrated for a Lau- giver in Perfection, out of a Reverence 
they had to the Duration cf his Laws under the ſame Admi— 
niſtration. Now if fo it be, that Laws, the older they are, 
the better they are, with what Face ſhall the Laced@monians 
ſet up for Competitors with us, in the Point of Antjquity, 
who have been now upward of two Thouſand Years in Pol- 
ſeſſion of our Claim! To which I muſt add this over and a- 
bove, that the Laceda monians kept vp their Laws to the Height, 
no longer, than while they were free and eaſy themſelves : 

| | s But 
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But ſo ſoon as Fortune abandon'd them, they fell off, and a- 
bandon'd their Laus. | | 
But for our Parts, after all the Broils and Chan ges in Aſia, 
and ourſelves brought to the laſt Extremity, it cannot be ſaid 
that we ever departed from the Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of 
our Forefathers : Neither can it be obje&ed againſt ns, that 
we ever conſulted, either our Eaſe, or our Pleaſure, in perſe- 
vering as we did. For whoever compares the Condition of both 
Parties, will find the Zews to have been upon much harder Du- 
ty than the Lacedæmonians. For they were put to no Offices 
of Drudgery, in digging and delving, or to any other Handi- 
cratt-Labour ; but 1iv'd in. the City, at their Eaſe, fat and fair, 
and all Manner of Neceſſaries provided them to their Hand: 
So that they had nothing more to do, but now and then upon 
Occaſion, to encounter the publick Enemy. And what if 1 
ſhould ſay now that they fail'd in that too? For they went o- 
ver in frequent Deſertions, not only here and there one, but 
in whole Troops together ſometimes; who contrary to Law, 
and Duty, and the common Obligation of Ci izens and Sol- 
diers, deliver'd themſelves up with their Arms tamely to the 
Enemy. Can any Body ſay the ſame Thing of us now? I can- 
not call to mind above two or three at moſt of our People, 
that ever. betray'd their Cauſe for fear of Death. I do not 
ſpeak of a Soldier's Death with his Sword in his Hand, and in 
the Field of Battle; but of a Death of exquiſite Cruelty and 
Torment: A Miſery that many of our People have been ex- 
pos'd to; not out of a bloody Malice, as I verily perſwade 
myſelf, but to try the Experiment of fo heroical a Conſtancy; 
and to ſee. if there be any ſuch Men in the World, as will 
rather be torn to pieces, then be guilty of any one Word or 
Action derogatory to the Dignity of their Laws. ' 

Now this Conſtancy of the Jews above all other Nations 
is no great Wonder neither; for the very ordinary Way of 
our living would be a kind of Severity to any other Sort of 
People: That is to ſay, in the Fatigues of Labour; hard 
Fate; Days of indiſpenſible Abſtinence, and Reſt ; courſe 
Lodging, Clothing, and the like. I would fain know now 
how theie People, in the Heat and Freedom of a Military 

Life, would behave themſelves at the ſame Time in the 
Forbearance of forbidden Meats, and in the Caſe of other Re- 
ſtrictions: Whereas the Thing that we glory in is giving of 
ourſelves up to an unchangeable Conſtancy and Reſignation, 
in Obedience to our Laws and Duties. 1 

W herefore let the Ly/imachus's, and the Molon's, and all 

that ſcribbling Crew of cenſorious Pretenders, and Perverters 


of 
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of Youth s Let all them go on, I ſay, in their uncharitable 
Way. of repreſenting us for the worſt of Men. | 
It is not our Buſineſs to traduce other People's Laws, but 
to keep ſteady to our own. Nay, ſuch was the Tendernefs of 
our gentle Lau · giver, that he would not ſuffer ſo much as 
che leaſt indignity or Contempt to be put upon the reputed 
Gods of other Nations : And this he did, out of a Reverence 
t the very Name of a Deity. But ir will not become us yet 
to be altogether. ſilent, in a Cafe where it is both fo eaſy, 
and ſo neceſſary, to ſtop the Mouths of our Adverſaries: And 
where, in Truth, the Work is done by other Authorities ready 
to our Hands. As for Inſtance. Where is that wiſe Man among 
the Greeks, that does not heartily exclaim even againſt the moſt 
celebrated of their Poets, and eſpecially their Law-givers, for 
poyſoning the common People with the impious Doctrine ofa 
Plurality of Gods; and advancing the Account to what Num- 
ber they think fit, and deriving their Original from what Ape 
and Country they pleaſe : Nay and alloting them their pro- 
per Stations and Places, like other Creatures! As they have 
their ſubterranean Gods, their Sea-Gods; and the eldeſt of the 
Race, or Family, they keep up in Chains in Hell. As for their 
celeſtial Gods, they give jupiter (tis true) the Name of Father, 
but with the Heart and Practice of a Tvrant : infomuch that 
bis Wife, his Brother, and the Daughter of his own Brain, 
enter'd into a Conſpiracy, according io the Fiction, to defiroy 
him, as he himſelf had ſerved his Father. This was the Va- 
lve, in fine, that all Men had of theſe fabulous Deities; 
the Fancy being ſo ridiculous, that they could not fo muct: :5 
think of it without Scorn and Deriſion. Some of their Gods 
they make to be Striplings ; others in the prime of their Youth 
and Strength, and others again they repreſent to be grave Se- 


niors with long Beards. They have their Gods likewiſe (or 


Patrons) of mechanical Arts and Trades; as Smiths, Weavers, 
&c. Pilgrims, Champions, Harpers, Archers. 'They have their 
Fewds and Factions alſo among themſelves, and fide with 


Mortals againſt one another. They receive Wounds in the 


Quarrel; grieve and pine away under theAnguiſh of them. Nay, 
theſe pretended Gods and Goddeſſes go further yet till, even 
to the horrible Licence of Amours, and Embraces, indifferent- 


Iy with Men and Women. And what's the Cafe of their Al- 


mighty Jupiter himſelf : the Father, as they call him, and the 
Prince of their whole Train of Gods! But after the whoring 
and corrupting of his Miſtreſſes, he has not the Power at laſt 
to fave either them, or their Baſtards ; but with an aking 
Heart, he ſees them all ruin'd before his Face, becauſe the 
FATES will have it ſo. . 
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What a Train have we here of lewd and execrable De- 
dauches; and of worſe Gonſequences in Probability yet to come! 
Adulteries in Heaven, open and barefac'd ; and not only com- 
mitted by the Gods, but by them allo celebrated and proclaim'd; 
to the Degree of envying the Proſtitutes Now if their ſove- 


WE reign Lord of Heaven and Earth, Jupiter himſelf, could nor 


hold out againſt the Charms of a laſcivious Strumpet ; what 


| are we to expect from the Paſſions and Weakneſſes of other 
ſubordinate and inferiour Deities! And what ſhall we ſay again 
of Gods turn'd into Shepherds, and Maſons, and made cloſe 


Priſoners in Hell ? Of Gods in Liveries, and ſerving Men for 


| Wages ! Can any Man now with Brains in his Head, do leſs 
then abhor and deſpiſe the Inventors, the Encouragers, and 
| the Believers of theſe blaſphemous Stories? In ſomeCaſes again, 


they make Gods of their Paſſions, as Frights, Fears, and the 
like; and then worſhip them in the worſt of Forms; ſo that, 
there can be nothing ſo ſcandalous among Men, but may do 
well enough in the Character of one of their Gods. And yet 


all this is not ſufficient to deter the People from ſacrificing to 


the more tolerable Sort of theſe Monſters. But they look upon 


75 their Gods as the Authors of Good and Evil, and conſequent- 


ly as their Friends, or their Enemies, in Proportion to the 
one or the other. Upon this Conſideration they do by their 
Deities as with ill-natur'd Men : they worſhip, and preſent 
them, for fear they ſhould hurt them. | 

ut how comes. Mankind all this While to labour under fo 
many deſperate and dangerous Miſtakes concerning God ? 
Unleſs either from the Lau- giver's /gncrance of the Divine Na- 
ture from the Beginning, or elſe for want of communicating to 
the World the Notions they had of Things, as Matters off 
little Moment perhaps in their Opinions; and ſo left the Poets 


and the Orators betwixt them to make their own Gods; and 


by this Means confounding their Politicks with idle Tales 
and Amuſements of uncouth Deities and ſtrange Worſhip. 
Painters and Statuaries contributed alſo in a great Meaſure 
tothisAbule, by the Liberty the Greeks took in dreſſing up their 
Gods in what Shape and Figure the Workman pleas'd, every 
Man according to his particular Fancy. And they had their 
Varieties, for Matter alſo as well as for Form: Some working 
in Plaiſter; others (of the better Sort) in Gold and Ivory: Some 
in Sculpture; others in Colours: and the laſt Piece, for No- 
velties Sake, was ſtil reputed the beſt. As the old Gods fell 


off, and went out of Faſhion, they were ſucceeded inſenſibly 


by new : and upon the failing of one Religion, another ſtarted 


up. It was the ſame Thing with their Temples too; as one 


vas laid in Rubbiſb, another was rais'd out of the Ruines of 
| it: 


5 
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it: according to the Humour of the preſent Age; whereas the 
Worſnip of God ought to be as unchangeable as God Himlelf, 

We may reckon Apollonius Molon in the Number of the o. 
ver-weaning Fools. But for thoſe among the Greeks that de. 
ſerve the Name of Philoſophers, they are no Strangers to the 
Truth of what I have deliver'd ; but entertain the ſame reve. 


rent Thoughts of God that we do, and with as ſenſible a Con. | 


tempt for the Fables and Fooleries on the other Hand, as they 
ought to have. It was not for nothing that Plato would ſuffer 
no Poets in his Common-wealth : Nay, he diſcharg'd Homer 


- himſelf too, though with all the Honours of a Poet Laureate, 


for fear the fabulous Religion ſhould deſtroy the true. This 
great Man of all others comes the neareſt to the Example of 
Moſes, in the Model of his Common-wealth ; where he char. 
ges all his Subjects to ſtudy their Laws, and to get them by 
Keart, and not to intermingle Cuſtoms with Strangers ; but 
to preſerve their Government in its Original Purity, and to 
pay a ſtrict Obedience to their Ordinances and Decrees. 
Apollonius Molon never thought of this, when he fell ſo 


heavily upon the Jews for not Joyning and communicating 


with Men of a differing Way and Perſwaſion, as if this were 
our Caſe alone; whereas all People (generally ſpeaking) do 


the ſame Thing; the Greeks themſelves, and the ſobereſt 


Men of the Party too. 
The Lacedæ monians, we ſee would not admit any Mixture 
of Strangers among them: no, nor ſo much as ſuffer their Citi- 


ens to travel Abroad, for fear of contracting ill Habits either | | 


Way: and degenerating into a liking ill Cuſtoms and Man- 
ners. Now this was a Severity liable enough to a Cenſure, to 
debar them the common Privileges of Society and Commerce: 
But fo far are we from this unmerciſul Rigour, that though 
we do not thruſt ourſelves into other People's Matters, we are 
et ready and open to entertain all Proſelytes, and to receive 
thoſe that have a Mind to joyn with us; which muſt not be 
deny'd to be a generous and a charitable Diſpoſition, 
But to paſs now from the Lacede&monians to the 4thenians ; 
who, on the other Hand, make it their Glory to give Addmit- 
tance to all Strangers : But this was more, I ſuppoſe, than 4- 


pollonius was aware of. The Athenians were ſo inexorably zca- 
Jlous for the Honour of their Gods, that it was made Capital to 


let fall ſo much as one irreverent Word upon that Subject. 
What was it that &ocrates dy'd for? Not for betraying the Com- 


mon- wealth, or burning their Temples; not for Treaſon or Sa- 


crilege ; but for framing new Oaths by the Direction, as he 
ſuggeſted, of a Divine Spirit. Whether this was Jeſt or Earneſt, 


it remains a Secret to this Day: But for this it was however that 


Socrates 
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was try'd, condemn'd, and put to Death by Poiſon. s 
= 1 charg'd for injecting falſe Doctrines into the 
Heads of the People, and endeavouring to ſupplant the Reli- 
gion and the Laws of his Country. This was the End, in 
fine, of Socrates, a Citizen of Athens. , | 

I ſhall now produce another Inſtance of Anaxagoras the Cla- 
zomenian, who was put to Death for affirming, the Athenians 
God, the Sun, to be only a red hot Stone. And then there was 
a Talent offer'd by Proclamation to any Man that ſhould 
bring in the Head of Diagoras the Melian for ridiculing the 
Myſteries of their Religion. And they would have gone the 
ſame Way to Work with Protagoras too, it he had not gotten a- 
way in Time. His pretended Crime was the writing ofaTract, 
wherein he delivers himſelfdoubtfuily of the AthenianGods. But 
what wonder is it to ſee Men tre: ted at this barbarous rate, 
where even the Women themſelves found no better Quarter. 
As for Example; Did they not put a Prie/?e/5 to Death, upon 
an Accuſation of worſhipping ſtrange Gods? And was it not 
made Death alſo for any Man to introduce a foreign Religion; 
what can be more evident now, than that ſo far as theſe Laws 
were in Credit, the People could have no Faith in otherGods? 
Beſide that undoubtedly if they had, they would never have 
barr'd themſelves the Comfort and Benefit of their Favour. 

Nay, the Scythians themſelves, though the moſt brutal and 
blood-thriſty People upon the Face of the Earth, made fo great 
a Scruple yet of preſerving the Myſteries of their Profeſſion, 
that they butcher'd the famous Anac har ſis, only for ſpeaking 


too reverently of the Grecian Gods. We read likewiſe of ſeve- 


ral of the Perſians that ſuffer'd Death upon the ſame Account. 
Now for Molon, he was a known Friend to the Perſian Laws, 
and one that had them in Admiration as well as the Greets, 
for their Firmneſs and Agreement in the Matter of Wor- 
ſhip CI ſpeak of their Conſtancy upon the Burning of their 
Temples.) But Molon had not only a good Opinion of their 
Ways, but was alſo in ſome Sort an Imitator of them, in the 
extravagant Liberties he took of abuling other Mens Wives, 
and putting out the Eyes of rheir Children : Inhumanitics 
that are declar'd Death without Mercy by our Laws, though 
committed but upon unreaſonable Creatures. 

Such is the Veneration we have, in ſhort, for the Obſervance 
of theſe Laws, that neither Power, Profit, Fear, or any other 
Conſideration under the Sun, can ever divert, or deter us from 
the conſcientious Diſcharge of our Duty. And we do not put 
ourſelves upon theſe Hazards and Experiments, in a Proſpect 
of picking a Quarrel, and making an Advantage of it, but 

for the Support and Maintenance of our lawful Rights. We 
| | bave 
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CC 
have ſubmitted to all other Sorts of Outrage, with Patience, 


and Reſignation ; but whoever pinches upon our Laws, touch. , 
es us to the Quick: In which Caſe the Senſe of that Oppreſfſi- 


on hath made us daring and obſtinate to the laſt Degree. But 


what have we to do, to envy the Laws of other Nations, which 
we ſee abandon'd by the very Founders of them? What have 
the Lacedæmonians to ſay for themſelves in excuſe of their 
hard hearted Inhoſpitality ; and the Liberties they take in an 
unmary'd Life? And fo for the People of Elis, and Thebes, in 
the Impudence of their unnatural Luſts ? A Practice that a 
Mameleſs Connivance hath almoſt turn'd into a legal Allow. 


ance: And it hath ſo far prevail'd among the Greeks alſo, 


they have intituled their very Gods to the Abuſe ; who in the 
Heat of an unbridled Appetite, coupled with their own Si- 


ners, and compounded for the Tranſgreſſion. 


What ſhall we think of thoſe Law - givers now, that take more 
pains to ſave the Criminals than to puniſh them; by commu- 
-ring for a Pecuniary Mult in the Caſe ot Adultery, and ato- 


:ning for Fornication by marrying the abuſed Virgin ? It would 


de endleſs to ſum up all the deſperate Temptations to the 


'renouncing of Piety and Virtue, that are thrown out to un- 


wary People, in theſe Compoſitions and Expedients; even te 
the total Subverſion of ther Laws: Nay, the Reſolution is of. 
ten taken beforehand of trampling all that is ſacred under 
Foot. But this can never be {aid of us, whom neither Di- 
ſtance, Abſence, Tyranny, nor Death itſelf, the ſaving of 
Life, Liberty, or Fortune could ever remove from the Rule 


of our Obligation. Now if it be for the intrinſich Excellency 


of our Laws, that our Hearts are ſo ſet upon them, it muſt be 
granted, that our Affections are well plac'd, and that the 
Laws themſelves anſwer the End they were made for: but if 
it ſhall be ſaid, that they are void of all Goodneſs, how much 
more to blame are they that pretend to have better Laws of 


| their own, and will not maintain them? | 


But Time trys all Things, and no ſuch Proof of the Good- 
neſs of a Law as the Antiquity of it. So that we ſhall caſt the 
Cauſe upon that Iſſue for the Honour both of our Law-giver, 
and of the Laws themſclves; with a Regard to God's holy 


Worſhip. It will be granted us beyond all Controverſie, that I 


Mofes was the firſt Law-giver we read of, by many Ages; and 
that as our Laws had their Original from thence, ſo they were 
follow'd and imitated, more or lefs by all other Nations. The 


ancient Greeks, as to the Generality of them, had in Appear- 


ance, I muſt confeſs, their Laws apart; but their Philoſophers 
Had all this while the very ſame Perſwaſion of God that we 
Have, and inculcated the fame Doctrine of Life and Manners. 
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Nay, ſuch is the Reputation we have had a long Time in 
the World, for our Piety and good Government, that there 
13 hardly any Nation, either Greek, or Barbarian, that does 
not live in ſome Sort of Conformity to our Example : either 
in the Obſervance of our Seventh Day's Sabbath the Uſe of 
Laps; the Celebration of Faſts: A/linence from ſuch and 


ſac certain Meats : and ſo in Matter of Humanity; charitable 
Agreement, and Society ; indefatigable Labour and Induſtry, 


an an invincible Conſtancy in ſuffering for the Truth. In all 


| theſe Obſervations, I ſay, they do but write after our Copy. 


But the moſt wonderful Thing of all is yet to come: That 


z to ſay ; bow this ſingle Body of Laws ſhould of itſelf work 
po powerfuliy upon all Mankind, without any other Autho- 


rity for the parting of it in Execution; 3 


Mens Minds, in ſome Proportion as the Almighty influence 
| the Univerſe, Now whoſoever looks but into his own Couns” 


try, or into his own Family, will fiad all this to be true 


| that I have ſaid. | 


Will any Man 2dviſe us now, that does not hate us, to 


| change our old Laws for new ones; and the better for the 
W worſe too? Or if it be otherwiſe, let the People give over re- 
proaching us. We do not eſpouſe this Cauſe out of II- Will 

to any Man, but out of the Veneration we have for the Me- 
WW caory of our Prophet; and in a full Perſwaſion that God 


himſelf ſpeaks to us by the Mouth of Moſes. Or make it the 


- Caſe now, that we did not ſufficiently underſtand the Value 
of our own Laws, purely upon their own Account; the 
mighty Number of Profeſſors and Admirers, would be enough 
to give us a high Eſt-em of them. I have handled this Sub- 
jet more at large in my Antiquities, being forc'd upon what 


1 have faid at preſent, by a Kind of Neceſlity, for the Vine 
dication of Truth againſt Calumny and Injuſtice, without a- 
ny Deſign of advancing our own Credit upon the Diſparage- 


ment of others. : 


To draw towards a Concluſion, I reckon now that I haye 
been as good as my Word to every Point of my Undertaking; 


for J have-abundantly prov'd the Autiguity of a People that 


were calumaiated for Up/tarts ; and I have likewiſe produc'd 
ſeveral eminent Authorities, that make honourable Mention 
of us in their Annals. They will have it that our Anceſtors 
came originally out of Ægypt which I have undeniably diſ- 
prov'd. They have trump'd up another Story of our being 
expell'd Egypt for corporal Maladies, and contagious Di- 
ſtempers: Whereas I have made it evident on the other Hand, 
that they cut out their Way thorough the Troops of their Ene- 
mies, into their own Country. There arg others again, that 
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repreſent Moſes for one of the worſt of Men, in Contradiction 
to the concurrent Teſtimonies of ſeveral Ages to his immor.  - 
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As to the Vindication of our Laws from ſcandalous Tongues 7 
there needs no more to convince any Man of the Piety and 
Wiſdom of them, than barely to read, and to underſtand © 

them. Theſe Laws are in the firſt Place, declar'd Ene. 

mies to Iniquity, Luxury and Faction; and Promoters of 
Peace, Charity, Induſtry and Juſtice. They allow of no 
War, either of Ambition; or Avarice: Neither do they ap. 
prove of returning Evil for Evil. They encourage Boldneſs 
and Reſolution in the common Defence. They - precaution 
People againſt being circumvented with fair and falſe Pre- 
tences; and teach Men to make their Actions ſpeak: more 

* their Words. 3 WS” 


V don theſe Conſiderations, I may confidently Affirm, that 
we have the beſt Laws under the Sun. For what is there in 
Nature beyond an inviolable Piety ? What more reaſon- 
able than to be under the Government of Laus? What 
more agreeable, and beneficial than Union in Proſperity, and 

a true Friendſhip in Adverſity ? A fearleſs Bravery in the 
Hazards of War; a ſedulous Application to Arts and Huf. - 
bandry in Times of Peace; and finally; whatever we do, 
or whereſoever we are, to have it conſtantly in our Minds, 
that an All-ſeeing God overlooks. us, and a Divine Pro- 
vidence governs all Things. Now if theſe Laws were either 
written elſewhere, or lodg'd in other Hands before they 

came to us, we are to acknowledge the fame Obligation tv 

them that had them firſt in Poſſeſſion, that the Pupil owes to 

his Tutor. But if they were never ſeen or heard of any where 

elſe before: and if from Time to Time, we have made 
them conſtantly the preciſe Rule of our Practice and Pro- 
feſſion, (as we have moſt certainly done) let the Apion's and 

the Molon's, and all that ſnarling Faction, ſay and do their 
worſt; I have my End in the Account I have given to the 
Generous Ephaphroditus, and other curious Inquiſitors in- 

to the Truth of our Story. 


The End of Joſephus again/? | Apioiu, 


